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FoU-ripco'd  pirtj-,  won  reaped  for  HeaiVD, 

GcDiiw,  the  native  royalty  of  mind, 

[^tjr  of  bcftrt,  and  love  for  all  her  kind. 
Alike  to  each  hh  miaiatrant  ncrc  given 
To  her  who  mv'd  tbc  realm  by  faction  riven, 

Putting  man's  strength  to  wontaa'a  single  heart. 

And  her,  who,  grucing  woman's  gentler  pnrt. 
Sought  the  same  prize  for  nhich  the  Maid  hiul  atriven. 

Look  on  yon  rtntire  with  iia  face  of  care. 

An  angel  beauty  of  unselfish  woe. 
And,  reading  nil  the  thi>ughlful  glorj-  there, 

IIdIO  tby  heart  doth  nut  the  marble  ahow 
That  princcts  scalptor's  who  Jcnnne'a  «nl  portnjr'd. 
And  prove  «hc  shar'd  the  in*piring>  of  the  Maid  r 

*  There  are  miuj  copiea  id  Engtuid,  bat  I  hftva  tMD  Doae 
tbat  gi>e  a  jatt  id«a  at  the  origio&l. 
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I  [f AVK  reached  the  evening  of  my  lire  —  I 
thank  Hoaven  that  it  is  a  tnutquil  one.  1  have 
pasted  for  onward  in  my  jouro^y,  and  t}ie 
mingling  hues  of  distance,  as  well  a§  the  grcy- 
oen  of  the  twilight,  giv«  cidmness  to  the  scene* 
I  have  left.  Yet  each  towvr,  imch  tree,  fo.c.h 
landmark,  as  I  catch  it  in  tho  far  horiitm,  brings 
the  deeds  done  nithin  its  verge  fully  back  upon 
my  memory. 

Years  ago  I  could  not  have  told  this  tale ;  can 
wrath  and  indtguation  pause  to  describe?  I  could 
but  h«ve  wept,  or  gnashed  my  l«eth  in  fruitless 
aager.  I  tliink  tltut  I  can  now  trace  more 
dnrly  the  plan^  of  the  Providoocc  which  I  then 
arraigned.  If  I  cannot,  I  have  ut  l«aHt  learned 
bett«r  t)i«  ext4>nt  of  my  nvn  iiuuilicicncy ;  I  can 
wonder,  adore,  believe — and  1  can  lioj>e. 

VOL.  I.  B 


3 


INTRODUCTION. 


Joan  of  Arc — I  [iqubc  o»  tlie  iiaine  now  traced ' 
upon  my  paper  —  Uie  fame  of  France,  her  only 
(lw«Uing-pIac«  i>n  oartli  —  (ind  bIw  was  to  nw  n 
living,  breathing  crcuture.  pr«-«niiiwiitly  full  of] 
tlii>  life  whicli  )UiiniHt4M  UtOM  around  me.  I , 
ctuiuot  even  now  look  at  yonder  cliurch.  and  not 
believe  that  eho  will  come  forth  from  tiw  door, 
with  the  rapt  iiinil«  tliat,  beautiful  a»  she  was, 
Rmde  you  think  of  nothing  in  her  face  but  its 
expnwion.  Her  eye  led  you  to  the  HeavRn  it 
*o  often  JKiught.  Beautiful  mirror  of  all  things 
round  it,  sorrowing  with  tJie  sorrowful,  and  re- 
joicing witli  U»e  glad,  thy  face  was  the  type  of 
tJiy  tieurt,  that,  in  ite  eternal  sympathy,  con- 
•l«ntly  diructwl  towards  every  thing  hut  itaelf. 
It  WW  80  uncotuoiou*. 

At  Iwt  the  nuMt  ungrateful  have  done  thee 
JuUke;  1  can  cany  back  to  thy  mother  the 
thoumnd  in«tKnc««  of  the  gratitude  which  l)oni> 
rxmy  b«ars  to  h<-r  raoe.  Surely,  Joan  herself 
inuit  (Mr  awuro  of  the  blessings  which  millioiui 
bnntlie  upon  her  name.  The  only  eartlily  thing 
Ui*l  surrires  is  charity ;  Uie  bl«sgingi<^  it  haa 
eanii^d  must  survive  too.  But  Um>  n<ward  of 
tliy  nm^animity  miwt  l«  grunti^r  yH.  Who 
wouhl  not  nmulate  even  thy  d<>vut*oo,  if  Iw  could 
•ran  the  bliss  thut  it  Itas  wnnuxl  ? 


INTBODUCriON. 


I  will  record  what  1  have  wibwesed,  liud  I 
will  tell  what  sill-  lienelf,  her  parents,  aiul  lier 
broUicn,  with  no  <lt>sire  of  concealment,  ciinfiilMl 
to  Die.  Otti«j«,  too,  have  Kp(4tttn  of  Iter,  for 
where  the  poor  oould  nurnite  li«r  worcts  or  d<^U 
I  littened,  and,  witii  all  1  hiul,  rewarded  them  ; 
snil  1  sought  DO  other  boou  from  th«  proud  and 
powerful  Utan  such  knowledge  as  t)»>y  alone 
coold  aSbrd  me.  Dunuiii  and  Alen^on  have  not 
K0rn«d  to  pBffi  many  hours  with  roe,  delighU'd 
to  Immu-  aad  to  recount,  bououring  me  in  that  I 
loved  her ;  and  \ja  Trvmouille  haw  I  often  since 
Ux^ed  upon,  hearing  froin  otliers,  who  cared 
not  then  to  betray  his  counsels,  the  part  he  had 
acted  in  her  hietoiy.  And  the  good  King 
Charles,  wiser  by  the  experience  of  his  age,  but 
losing  in  it  no  part  of  the  kind  naturv  of  bis 
jroutb,  has  mmelimcs  commanded  my  presence 
to  tell  him  wtiat  I  knnw,  repaying  me  by  cour- 
iMMK  amfxdcafAnt  of  hix  own,  Tliere  are  otliers 
whoae  fortunes  begin  my  relation,  and  are  bltukded 
with  its  cause ;  I  speak  of  them  from  their  own 

lip*. 

I  will  repair  again  to  Orleiuis,  and  then  go. 
back  to  ray  cloister.  It  cannot  besinful  todwell 
upon  ber  image.  The  historiiw  of  tlic  Hiintsand 
martyrs  can  shew  no  purer  life.     One  devotvd 
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to  religion  may  employ  his  time  profitably  in  re- 
cording the  truths  of  human  virtue ;  it  is  his 
office  to  make  them  known,  to  show  that  they 
are  possible,  that  they  have  been.  It  is  a  fit 
legacy  for  his  feUow-^^reatures  to  give  them  suph 
a  work ;  how  many  vile  sins  are  committed,  how 
many  noble  deeds  are  unperformed,  from  a  want 
of  fiiith  in  the  higher  qualities  of  our  nature  ! 
Poor  world  1  that  mocks  itself  out  of  so  immense 
a  share  of  the  benefits  it  would  receive,  could  it 
only  revere  and  trust  those  who  pant  to  bestow 
them  1 

Begun  at  Domremy,  this  10th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1456. 

Jacques  Alain. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

luACiNE  yourself  before  theTourellea  of  Or- 
S,in  the«arLi«Et  dawn  of  morning.towardii  tlH> 

'  dose  of  SoptomlxT.  Tli«  year  is  1 4^.  The  Loire 
runs  hero  nlmort  due  from  cast  to  wi-st.     The 

)  broad  nud  in  most  [>Iai»!i  sltallov  riv«r  is  studded 
vitli  two  or  three  long  islands,  lookiog  as  if  Um'^ 
curwnt  had  drawn  out  their  length  id  its  cour»p. 
The  city  ia  on  the  northern  bank :  it  communi* 
catee  with  it«  suburb  of  Porterrau,  which  lieit 
upon  the  opposite  southern  shoT«,by  d  fine  bridge 
of  nineteen  mrohi?^;  nndon  the  furthest  arch  from 
the  tily,  delVnding  the  eiitianctf  to  tlie  bridge, 

Fstands  the  fort  of  the  Tuurttlli>«,  n  viotroy  sent 
from  the  town  to  overwntch  iu  suburb. 
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It  IS  s  heavy,  massive,  narrow  gateway,  with 
portcullis,  Bud  doore  studded  with  iron.  Each 
lido  of  ttie  gateway  i«  guarded  by  a  toni.-r ;  the 
WW  un  ihu  east,  your  right  as  you  xtand  before 
it  in  thu  nibiirb  of  Portrrcnu,  comvn^  «omcwhut 
llkx  a  bastion,  and  flnt-rw)f<-«l ;  thi^  w<>st<!m  ont', 
to  your  ytt,  round,  aixl  with  a  lop  of  a  cuoiukl 
lismi,  but  iiiucb  too  short  to  be  caU«d  a  eyiie. 

'I'hcM  towert  aro  from  ninety  to  a  hundred 
rcH>t  high ;  tbu  round  oi)«  to  tJiu  left  of  cmootli, 
tho  aiiji^lar  otM  of  touj^i,  masonry ;  but  i-mch 
strong  as  art  and  labour  can  make  it,  nach 
piero'd  at  i>rery  stage  for  warlike  miaailes,  as  ia 
the  gut)t<ry  nbuw  tlie  gatifway  in  the  arch,  which 
BHTrs  for  communiciilion  between  Ihem. 

Kven  towards  the  city  an  outwork  occupies 
uni>  nion>  arch  of  tlio  brtdgt* ;  this  outwork  is  a 
small  wallnd  Kjttare,  a«  wido  tta  tlw  bridge  itsoif, 
altout  Uitrty  foot :  the  dofeiices  towards  the 
suburb  are  stiU  more  careful.  With  tlte  suburb 
the  only  communication  ia  a  drawbridge  falling 
from  tliA  gateway,  and  under  this  the  current  h 
piir[x)sely  made  deep  him]  ])erilouB.  By  tlii« 
drnwbndge,  which  falls  upon  a  small  stone  arch, 
the  fort  joins  nn  outer  bulwark,  built  upon  the 
KmUtom  bank  of  the  rin>r,  and  surroundml 
Bgaiti  by  a  ditch,  into  which  Uio  tide*  of  the 
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Loire  flow.  This  out«r  bulwark  is  an  oblong 
sqturc  cnclusurp,  about  fifW  feet  by  thirty,  its 
Isngth  running  iicroa*  tliv  gutcwny  so  us  com- 
pletely to  cover  it.  The  walls  of  the  bulwark 
•re  about  nine  feet  high,  anci  owr  it  pci^  the 
thatched  roofs  of  a  guanl-houte  and  one  or  two 
lai^  huts,  intended  for  the  shelter  and  lodging 
of  it*  defenders, 

A»  if  jedouK  of  expoiiDg  the  ftm  to  a  aeries 
of  openings  in  a  straight  line,  the  arcliitact  of 
the  bulwark  has  not  placed  its  entrance  opposite! 
to  the  main  gateway  of  the  bridge,  but  has  built 
it  in  tlio  easlem  wall  of  the  bulwark ;  that  txi 
your  right,  round  the  comer,  by  the  river,  as  you 
still  stand  In  the  suburb  fronting  the  Tourellvs. 

The  walls  of  the  biilwnrk  arc  composed  of 
earth  and  fagots,  Mj^eiigthen^^d  by  piles,  and  are 
evidentiy  of  much  later  date  Uian  the  main  gate- 
way  and  towers,  having  been  built  about  ten 
years  before  this  opening  of  the  history.  Op- 
poNle  to  tile  main  gateway,  at  about  sixteen 
feet  dbtaut  from  the  outworlt  to  the  soutli, 
being,  in  fart,  merely  across  a  road,  stands  tlie 
venemble  church  of  the  Augustine. 

In  tbow  f«w  feet  of  ground  was  the  fate  of 
l<>a]K«,  probably  that  of  Europe,  decided :  «nall 
as  was  their  Uicatre,  the  combotants  and  tlioir 
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deeds  were  voiihy  of  tlit'  Btnigglo.  Their  iiw* 
inorj-  must  call  tlw  glow  of  Iwaest  pridu  into 
uvi'rj-  Freucluaau'a  clieck ;  uikI  even  the  diMCon- 
daiiUs  of  the  old  fwH  of  FnuKC  may  glorj'  in 
them  as  proofs  of  the  indoniilabte  (Energies  of 
mail  struggling  for  hie  best  birthright.  But 
matter*  of  li»c  rnoiiwiit  iniut  fint  he  ri;laU.-d. 

'Hie  Bti«nce  of  tl»e  Blumberiiig  city  a  almost 
iiiibrukcn.  On  each  tower,  lodeeil,  tli«  weary 
watch  still  |»ic«»  witli  ooDstmiiiud  aluirrity,  und 
tndenvoun  to  |)««r  Uirough  Uic  chill  grvy  mist 
of  Um  autumn  tnoniing,  im|>etii.<Dt  for  the  buu> 
ri«e  wliirh  is  t<i  relieve  tiim.  He  who  etande 
upon  thu  flat-roofud  eastern  tower  of  the  Tou- 
rellM  turns  ani]  Iteteos,  for  tbe  sound  of  hordes' 
fiwt  Is  hearO  through  the  suburb  of  Portereau, 
No  sign,  however  slight,  must  be  neglvcted  by 
him !  for  it  is  but  ft>w  days  »iiic«  thv  iirtillrry  of 
Salisbury  ond  thv  Englioh  chiefs  forced  its  wiiy 
on  Uw  roail,  which,  were  it  daylight,  he  might 
eeo  oortliwani  of  the  city,  to  fonn  tlie  siege  of 
the  castle  of  Ueaugenci.  Fortress  after  fortress 
in  tlM.'  neighbourlioud  has  fallen  to  the  enemy  ; 
from  Um  townr  on  whi<!h  lie  stuod*.  tho  fiuuM, 
kindled  by  English  liiuiO»,  wluch  cocwumed  tlw 
twblo  vliurch  of  NAtre  I)ame  at  Clery,  were  di»> 
tiuctly  stwn,  tlie  iliatance  being  little  wore  than 
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three  l«>aguc« ;  nnd  every  uiliabitant  uf  Orkuns 
lAwait^,  ill  Uiat  tncit>Ttitwlc  wliich  is  the  eeverest 
'trial  or  courage,  the  momi^itt  wIhii  tlio  Icoparil, 

for  so  the  l-Yench  loved  to  call  Uie  lion  iu  ti)e 

English  arms,  should  fl[mi>g  upon  his  place  of 

refuge. 

Tbc  «oun<I)i  appronnh;  but  not  until  Die  riders 

are  orarly  at  the  outer  bulwark  can  the  warder 

even  partially  discera  them.  He  hears  them  in 
<  park]-  with  the  watch  <>f  Uie  outwork,  and,  un- 
[aible  eren  to  ni>e  enough  to  satisfy  his  curioaity, 
F'he  otwe  more  bestirs  himself  to  regain  a  little 

warm  til. 
"Richard!  Richardl  comeon;  speed, maal" 

cried  a  female  voke;  "  fur  I  can  find  no  entnuKe 

"  Round  by  the  river  to  your  right,"  an- 
swered the  attendant,  a«  lie  came  up,  and  guided 
tJic  lady  to  the  aide  drawbridge. 

She  had  outstripped  him,  for  lier  hor»  was 

the  better,  and  bore  the  lighter  burthen;  the 

squire  was  clad   from  top  to  toe  in  steel,  ex> 

.  cepting  only  his  helmet,  which  re«ttsi  on  }m 

[caddle-bow.     Hi*  hejul  was  uncowred,  for  hlK 

rhat,  ornamented  with  a  ^ingh-  feather,  Itad  been 

given  to  his  female  companion,  whose  lorg  dark 

toeks,    streaming   frora    luider  it,  and  falling 
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over  her  tlioulden,  gav«  token  that  her  BJ^t 
liod  been  but  Itastily  prepared  for.  A  Inrge 
grey  gown,  evidently  al»o  a  part  of  «  man'it 
attire,  covered,  as  well  as  haste  might  allow, 
a  female  dress  quite  unfit  for  riding,  and 
i\i0  horsvt  of  boU)  itood  |>uDling  in  »  buth  of 
foam. 

"  Ah,  it  is  here,"  exclaimed  tlie  girl ;  "  we 
nra  inJcml  Wibre  Orleanii ;  surely  we  are  now 
wfe.     Call  aloud  tn  Uiqao  withiu." 

The  youth  obnyed  the  order. 

A  few  s<>c(HHla  of  murmured  cunwmtioa 
within,  and  ao  armed  man  presented  fajimidf 
abore  tjte  low  parapvt  of  tli<^  wiU-i  bulwark. 

"  Givfi  imr  admittance  Ktruight,"  continual 
she ;  "  1  may  be  [Hirsued," 

"  Are  the  Ifaglish  at  hand  ?"  asked  IIm  man, 

'*  Not  ao;  but  open,  open  qui<'kly,  and  then 
BhaU  know  uU." 

'  Not  so  (art,  not  so  fart,"  r«pliwl  tlie  other 
suritly  ;  "  pfxlty  watch  should  «-«  ktiep,  if  every 
wandirring  iluiie  and  squire  might  bkl  us  open 
our  gates  ae  aoon  as  tbey  were  tired  of  rowning 
about  u' nights:  go  your  ways  wliither  you 
canu'," 

"  i  would  I  had  thee  on  this  side  the  wall  in- 
stead of  yniKler  wah  one,"  cried  tlw  young  at- 
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teudant.  "  1  wuuUl  teach  Ihec  what  it  is  «q  to 
speak  to  a  lady." 

'*Al«dy,ha!  hat"  rejoiiiedthe  guard ;  "n« 
know  wliat  mrt  of  lodiee  ride  about  wiUi  such 
attendance;  it  must  be  u  ludy  that  does  not 
fear  much  ill  frota  oitlwr  >id«,  nncc  twenty  men 
inatead  of  one  were  a  poor  escort  now  —  and  in 
tho  oigbt  too." 

"  Open,  sir  slave,  or  bj  St.  I>eni»— " 

"  Silence,  Richard,"  interpoeed  the  maiden  ; 
"we  must  be  out  of  peril  before  we  dispute. 
Open,  good  fijUow,  tu  tiw  duughter  of  a  citizen 
uf  Orleans,  wlio  claims  protection  from  tlw 
jusUoe  of  the  town  against  Uhwc  who  wo<ild 
utrive  to  gainsay  it.  Ojx-n  to  tli«  daiiKHScllv  dc 
la  Meilleraye,  daughter  of  th«  knight  of  that 
name,  wlrase  6ef  lies  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  who,  while  he  lived,  was  a  citizen  of  this 
good  town." 

"  By  th«  Virgin,"  (|uotli  the  warder,  "  but 
tliere  i>  a  woman  that  speaks  sense  now  1  Why 
could  not  yon  malapert  sprig  say  ae  muvh  ?  'Hie 
JQSUcx  of  the  town ;  ay,  ay ;  I  ain  a  burgher 
myself,  and  proud  of  it.  1  should  have  Master 
Alain  IJubey,  ill  as  ho  is,  get  out  of  Ids  bed  to 
bring  me  to  ta^k,  did  I  not  he^  the  justice  and 
Ubertiea  of  the  town  ;  by  the  niu**,  wcni  lie  dead, 


I'i 


1  lliink  liis  very  ghost  woultl  get  up  (ltd  he 
bMT  uf  it ;  aud  it  is  ill  quairetling  wiUi  a  pro- 
wxi,  dead  or  ative.  Lauis,  my  friend,  look  to  tti» 
po»U     1  will  speak  to  the  captain  of  the  watch." 

"  Quick  !  quick  ! "  cn«l  the  lady,  ax  he  dis* 
appcnrvd,  murmuring,  "  It  is  stnuigv,  too,  that 
ill*'  daughter  uf  u  citiu-n  of  Orleans  ehoul<l  ride 
almut  with  a  man  at  this  hour;  but  xho  has 
been  among  dames  of  high  degree;  at  court, 
perchance.  Mass !  they'll  ^il  evcu  our  mo- 
desty in  time." 

The  sky  to  Uie  east  had  now  assumed  a  rosy 
pearl  tint,  though  the  grovoer  hues  of  night 
still  liiigenNl  over  tlie  wwt. 

"  Vou  wen^  here  KoiAc  w^ks  lately,  wero  you 
not,  Richard?"  asked  iVIary  de  la  MeiUeraye. 
«  Know  you  wliere  lie  thera  lands  of  mine  tint 
iutve  mivlv  La  Tremouille  design  mc  »■  a  prey  for 
hi*  miiuMi?" 

"  Yonder,  to  the  nortli,  acrow  the  riwr,  be- 
yond ths  town,  by  tlto  Paris  road,"  answered 
hi* ;  "  and  fair  and  rich  they  are  j  if  we  were 
•otnewhat  higher  you  could  see  otie  vinejrnrd 
yoodtv,  on  that  slope,  which  you  can  jtxst  catch 
where  tl>e  houses  ore  low ;  more  than  half  of 
tlint  hid,  and  many  a  benutiful  5e]d  bolow  it, 
ai«  youf's." 
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"  Intleed,  it  waa  eomewhat  to  covet,  too^"  said 
f  the  girl.  "So  thnl  b  mine,"  coattnued  slie, 
will)  the  pleatant  rmling  of  priJe  and  lode* 
pendence  which  perhajM  nu  jKHtvoMion  bestows 
in  an  equal  d^ree  witii  a  territorial  one.  "And 
my  house,  Richard,  my  house?" 

"  Tliiit  is  in  tJie  city  j  carry  your  eye  to  the 
furtlier  end  of  tlie  bridge,  you  eec  u  mafieive 
I  plaiu  building,  with  four  towers,  Uiut  overlooks 
itlie  walls." 

"That  ukl  priaon*tooking  castle  — tliat  is 

not •• 

'  Not  your  l»ou»e,  lady,  that  is  the  ChStdet, 
j  the  palacfr  of  the  duke,  and  tint  »eat  of  his  tii- 
banols  of  jui<tice," 

'  J  am  ghjfl  his  justice  is  so  near,  though 
i  he  hinuiftlf,  poor  [Mince,  is  a  prisoner  in  B«g- 
I  laud.     W'M  tht>y  never  take  ransom  for  him?" 

"  It  was  the  injunction  of  their  king,  Henry  V., 
>  OD  his  deatl)>bed,  that  they  sltould  not,  and  good 
reason  had  Uii-y  too  fur  it :  wliMti  tliey  act  uid* 
the  claims  of  our  nativt)  ^vereigii,  in  his  imbecile 
fatiier'*  life-tinie,  in  iavour  nf  tlie  English  kii^ 
and  his  suoceaiore,  they  had  reason  to  fear  that 
tite  claims  of  Charles  of  Orleans,  the  next 
male  in  blood ,  should  he  preferred  to  tlwee  of  the 
foreigner,  even  if  tjieir  scotcDCe  could  exclude 


14 


JOAN  OF  ARC, 


tiw  DaupHin,  Cliorlvs,  wlwm  Uvaven  long 
to  ivign  over  us  I" 

"  Amen,"  rcpliwl  lln*  ImJy ;  '■  to  lie  Imtl 
better  ininioura !  He  is  kind  BnA  good— but  in; 
house,  Ricliaixl,  my  housts— if  linry  will  let  ta» 
call  it  mine."  ■ 

"  Humpli,"  coDsidcrt-d  tlie  equira;  "  it  ia  ou 
vnty  nwttvr  to  point  it  out  in  yoiuter  mnas — but 
mark  t1>e  cathedm]." 

"  That  wilb  the  lufly  «{Mre,  the  church  itself 
much  above  every  thing  that  surrounds  it?" 

"  Yea ;  thougli  it  is  ahnost  on  the  fiirther,  Uie 
north,  side  of  the  town :  a  little  to  tl>e  left  of  a 
line  between  the  cathedral  and  thf  Chfitelet.  lies 
your  houee,  if,  os  you  say,  they  will  let  you  call 

h  ID." 

"  If  thify  ufize  it,  Rictiard,  I  have  raouvy, 
I  huvi^  jewnls)  I  will  hide  myself,  I  will  Imve 
Frauce,  seek  among  straugen,  any  hut  the  Eng- 
lUb,  for  a  quint  home,  rather  than  marry  tl»t 
fop  of  Lu  TrmsiinilUt's  choosing.  They  talk  to 
nte  of  IiU  liigh  birtli,  and  of  liis  lordstiipe,  but 
the  iiti-aa-s])irit«d  fellow  keeps  with  hie  patron, 
flu-  enough  [rum  any  place  wliera  l>e  euii  fight 
for  the  honour  of  hU  anccfton,  or  his  landed 
biiUirighi.  Riuhnrd,  neither  Iw  nor  La  Tnt- 
mouille  will  dare  to  ootiio  afW  ma  here,  fw 


I 
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tfaey  toy  llie  EnglJsli  wv  not  far  ufT.  Men-iful 
mother  I  if  tlicjr  shuultl  buk-aguer  us  \wre !  y«t 
thut,  yc»,  evi-n  llmt,  Riclmtil,  mtlit-r  tlian  marry 
,  UtnL  j«!>liRg,  liullow-liearted  creatuni,  tb&t  looks 
It  one  as  if  he  were  clipaptming  n  horeo,  utd 
Etheti  moki'^  his  bai^in  with  Uh:  ownvr !  1  will 
not  be  soil)  to  Iiim  ;  no,  J  am  a  great  coward, 
1  do  fi'ar  nvHrrutgu  with  )nm  worso  than  the 
Biig1i«h  th<rtnwlve»." 

'*  \\^hy,  it  i.t  itoniowtiat  <)ariiig  to  take  rofugf 
[•0  near  to  tti«m,"  aaid  the  attendant. 

"  Whillwr  was  I  to  go'f"  a^ed  the  niaiden ; 

["  wlierever  Charles  had  power,  La  Treraouille 

[could  pi.TMCutc  me— I  uni  in  my  fiitherV  birtli- 

|plac«— 1;#  muKt   have  iiud   Kome  frivtuU  Iwiv, 

I  though  I  was  kept  Troin  them — my  lands  ans 

liiere — 1  may  chiim  some  lighu  or  protection 

from  the  duke's  officcrB,  who  ought  to  hold  my 

wardship,  and  not  the  king,  if  1  ura  to  be  curbed 

[with  wardship;"  and  the  little  muden,  whik 

llior  «ye*   gleamed   and   then  glistened,  thi«w 

ck  h«r  head  wltli  an  air  which  seemed   lo 

'  aay,  '*  tliey  shall  not  have  an  easy  task  to  curb 

me  at  all." 

"The  town  \»  well  defended,  at  all  event*," 
noticj^d  Richunl;  "Ute  walls  and  towers  thai 
surround  it  seem  strong  ertough  —  look  at  that 
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lai;ge  ono,  tlic  farthest  to  llie  rtglit,  tlint  »  callod 
the  Nvw  Tower — it  U  the  south-<-ast  miglc  of  Hx 
walK" 

"  But  there  an  many  builJing*  h^yun<l  tliat — 
churches,  monaxtvrioj',  are  tlwre  i>ot  ?  and  mattjr 
pleasant  houK>." 

"  Tlwy  an*  In  Uie  subwrbs  by  Uie  Burgundy 
gate;  t!ie  churc)i«ii  and  monasteries  (here  ant 
befkuliful  too,  St.  Aignan  and  St.  tluverte,  but 
they  ar«  without  the  walla." 

"And  defenoeiess?"  asked  the  girl. 
Richeurd  tvplled  indirectly  :  —  "  We  kImlII 
beat  Uie  Engliih  in  pitched  battle  mme  day, 
OS  we  di^l  at  Braugtf,  w)i<*n  tltat  proud  King 
Harry's  brotlier,  tJie  lluke  of  Clarence,  was 
^laiii  by  ourgood  Scot<:h  ally  the  Eurl  of  Buclinii, 
and  then  cttiv*  and  Euburb*  boUi  will  be  mfe 
enough." 

"  Prom  all  but  their  own  lonU/'  aatd  tlie 
maiden  witti  a  sigh. 

"  Hark  you,  Uicliard !  hark  you  1  t}iore  art' 
horsee  in  the  distance  I  1  can  hear  the  Muml  of 
tnaoy  of  tlicin.  Oh  that  tedious  guard  I  or  t)wy 
will  not  admit  me  |)«rtinp«  —  we  are  punued— Ui» 
doors  of  yon  church,  too,  are  clnwd.  Kichanl, 
Richard,  where  now  stiall  I  find  shelter  from 
Uwm?" 
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Jy  yontlfr  strwt.  I  will  remain  here,  lady, 
anil  (U'fV'itd  tlic  puUi.  I  shall  erobarrasa  them, 
at  all  events,  and  give  tiute  for  you — Away  1" 

The  tranip  of  th«  horses  di«w  nvarer,  but  at 
tli'u  momi'itt  the  smalt  gate  of  tliu  bulwark 
opened,  the  (lrawl>riOg;e  gradually  fell.  Butli 
watclied  the  noise  of  the  pursuit  and  ttio  ntctns 
of  otcapo  with  brtMithless  anxiety,  and  scarcely 
liad  tliu  drawbriilge  come  wtlhiii  tnro  feet  of  its 
resting-place,  when  Alary  urgud  her  horse,  and 
tiprang  in  without  waiting  for  furtlier  (juestiui) 
or  formal  admiidon.  Hiclmrd  followed  with 
more  leisurahle  courage. 

**  Now  up  with  the  bridge  for  a  movnent, 
friends,"  crte<l  Richard  to  the  two  soldiers. 

"  Thou  art  a  forward  cockerel,  I  warrant  me, 
to  give  suih  ordet^  to  thy  elders  and  betters," 
said  the  man  who  hod  first  spoken  with  them  j 
but,  before  mure  could  be  said,  Richard  had  slid 
from  his  ltor><*,  liieixed  the  windlass,  and  wound 
the  drawbri<tge  an  faat  as  he  could  hack  to  it* 
upriglit  powition. 

**  Thera  I    I  have  done  your  work,  at  all 

enta,"  said  he,  "nad  now  be  not  angered," 
Ffor  be  saw  (he  necessity  of  ntaking  friends  at  this 
moment ;  "  my  lady  is  pursued,  I  fear,  and  by 
iiose  w1k>  might  not  respect  tbe  privilff^es  of  t)>c 
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city,  if  there  were  no  defeoM  to  toko  em 
them." 

"  Tlii;jr  muKt  talk  with  ug  obout  that,  j-ouogttvr,' 
■aid  th«  tnirghcr ;  "  wo  can  hoU  cnir  uwn,  1  war-  I 
lant  me.    \i't  tliv  gate  and  drawbridge  between 
lu  arc  no  Iturm,  if  tboy  cotne  io  iiiunbera." 

"Open  in   tlie  king's   name/'  now  cried  ft  I 
voice  without. 

"Iti  the  kiDg'B  namel"  answered  GillMdal 
St.  Mummain,  Uk  burgher,  sturdily.  *'  In  till 
times  it  bdwres  us  to  look  well  even  what  kingi 
wo  obey." 

"Fool,  we  an  from  the  rightful  King  Charkt! 
open  to  tu  on  wpocial  business." 

"  Aha,"  Eaid  the  burgher,  not  «orrj-  to  ban 
some  one  tu  wliotn  )m>  might  show  hia  martial 
authority,  blctiilu<l  witli  civic  pride,  for  he  was  a 
young  soldier,  aiKl  an  elderly  citixen  —  "Aba, 
tliou  art  plcoMd  to  call  me  a  fool,  ni&Bb>r 
mesaenger,  but  take  it  hack  to  tliyself,  and 
know  that,  in  the  present  etate  of  things,  «• 
|wy  jUKl  lut  much  and  ju»t  as  little  obediuica  ■* 
we  clwose  to  any  king.  We  are  loyal  subjects  of 
King  Charli>s,  and  tiold  Ui«  town  for  him,  as 
•uu*ruin  uf  uuruwnduke;  butweoboyiionv  hut 
ouiwlws,  thut  is,  our  magijrtrat«8 }  to  apatik  t» 
fair,  if  thuu  wuuldst  enter." 
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*•  Dost  thou  refuse  the  king's  ordew?" 

"  U  that  the  king's  badge  on  thy  »nn,  masttr 
servitor  ?"  asked  the  citizen  witti  incroaiiog  dig- 
nity. 

"  It  is  thtit  of  tlic  Lord  dtf  In  Tremoiiille,"  re- 
plii-il  \iw  invssongur,  "  un»  t»  powerful  us  the 
king  hiniwlf,  whervwr  the  king  is  obeyetl,  and 
Iwire  i*  the  kiug's  own  seal  to  attach  a  ftigitiwt 
wnr<],  Mtiriv  de  In  MeiUciaye." 

"  B,v  St.  Aignan  !"  flxcltumed  the  burgher,  b 
littla  puzzled,  for  Ite  hnd  no  wish,  in  »pite  of  all 
his  conseciuence,  to  ([uarrel  with  the  king  him- 
self as  well  Eta  his  miuistor,  yet  h«  had  takon  hh 
side  in  behalf  of  Mary,  and  the  privileges  of  Or- 
leans. "  By  St.  Aignan  '.  but  there  is  no  ktK>w- 
ing  how  this  may  end ;  so  damsel,  and  you  ^r 
squire,  now  tliat  t))e  gates  are  opening,  and  eAer 
ranriMi  wo  shall  have  little  cause  fur  delaying 
tlieee  knaves,  ride  you  as  fast  as  you  can  across 
tJve  briilge.  If  you  think  you  are  ([oite  in  the 
right,  go  to  tlie  Chiitelet,  which  is  at  the  end  of 
it,  and  claint  iHiu-ing  of  Messire  Alain  Dubey, 
the  provo«t ;  but  if  you  fancy  yourselves  a  little 
in  tii«  wrong,  ride  oa  fit.it  as  you  can  tlirough 
the  town,  and,  for  the  justice  and  privileges  of 
Orleans,  I'll  keep  thesA  fellows  at  the  wicket  as 
long  as  I  can  to  give  you  taw." 
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Marie  nnil  her  companion  ucmIikI  no  furtlwr 
urging;  tlivir  stewls  were  now  in  beUvr  brwitlif 
and  Uu'y  iln^hMl  Uirougti  Uw  main  gatewRj  ofj 
the  Touivlk<»,  ck-arml  tbe  outwork  on  llie  oppo* 
nte  udc,  )iii»khI  the  beautiful  cro»s  wliicli  MtAttdt 
on  tlie  rigliL,  without  thinking  of  >u  «li.<gaQt 
arc)iit«ctur(>,  or  admiring  tlw)  Kunny  lint  oo  Ita  j 
gilded  top,  and  were  at  the  gates  of  tbe  bastiUe 
of  St.AiiKHoo  in  tbe  middle  of  the  bridge.  Here  I 
till!  bridge  re«U  on  tlio  breadth  of  tbe  long  low  I 
iilu  of  St.  Antoiiie ;  on  tlie  east  side,  tlie  right  of 
thv  fugiti^'vs,  down  in  tbe  island,  lies  t)ie  chapel ' 
of  Hu:  Mine  nuntf ;  and  on  the  wi>«tftm  jMUt,  od 
the  other  «id«  of  tlic  bridge,  is  the  lioepitttl  Cot 
wavfarwra,  both  now  fortified,  and,  togetlwr  with 
the  bastille  on  tlie  bridge  and  its  outwork,  form* 
tng  a  second  strong  defence  to  Die  city  on  thai; 
approach.     'I'heir   pursuers   were  still   held  io] 
parley  by  tlie  bui^ber. 

"  I  U-U  thee,  fellow,  it  is  as  much  as  thy  head  i 
is  wortli  to  keep  ua  here,"  called  out  tbe  leader 
of  the  party,  "  and,  by  ttie  muss,  I  sliould  like 
to  havu  tli«  taking  of  tbe  forfeit  1" 

"Ay,  ay,"    replied  Gil<'i>  ooolly,  "it  i« 
enough  yet  upon  my  shouUIerK,  and  liko  to 
■0  for  tliii!  and  tliy  threats ;  »o  stay  quietly  whcrv  ^ 
tlinu  art,  and,  to  keep  tliee  cool,  and  let  thee 
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that  t  have  raaaon  on  my  ritlc.  111  even  exj^n 
to  thee  th«  high  privikgns  aiid  immunitks,  as 
Mooter  Alaia  Dubey  calU  Uiem,  by  which  thou 
art  kept  outside  the  gat«." 

*  To  the  devil  with  thy  privileges  and  immu- 
nitiesr  raved  the  leader.  "There  they  rid«  along 
the  bridge,  laughing  at  us  who  canout  follow 
them." 

"Ha!   ha!"   shouU^d  tJio  buigher,  "it  is 

mucli  to  lows  on«'«  cliaw  and  one'»  temper  in- 

^gijtlK'r.  Talk  aiuniig  yoursulvt^s,  if  you  care  not 

ffor  my  coDvereation  ;"  and  therewith  he  turned 

from  the  wall. 

Mar)-  and  Richard  were  obliged  to  pause  for 
a  moincT)t  for  the  payment  of  the  toll  levied  here 
the  monastery.  Again  th«ir  pursuers  hoped 
.  ltonne<l  afresh  for  tlw  chnncv  of  yet  over- 
Bg  tliem,  but  a  piece  of  money  wortli  ten 
timet  the  claim  wast  flung  down,  Mary  ami  her 
[  follower  poitsed  the  outwork,  tlien  through  the 
main  gate  of  that  bastille ;  and  again  the  servants 
of  La  TreraouiUe  could  see  them  pasGing  on- 
wards ut  full  spe«d.  They  ctcnred  the  r«st  of 
tlift  bridge,  anul  were  bwforc  the  buk-ark  and 
gate  which  cIo«ed  the  city  end  of  it,  and  formed 
I  the  tJiird  line  of  defence,  when  an  officer  ap. 
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peared  at  the  outwork  of  the  Tourellee,  ordered 
tlie  passage  to  be  opened  for  the  day,  and,  after 
some  slight  questioning  of  the  pursuers,  suffered 
them  to  pass  on  to  Orleans. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


The  lact  gat«  was  op(>n,aDd  Marie  panted  with 
joy  as  sii«  felt  that  site  had  escaped ;  but,  just  a» 
she  and  Richard  were  ubout  to  turn  rixitn  the 
archway  towards  the  Cli£telet,  whkh  stood  but 
a  small  distance  on  ihvir  riglit^  the  head  of  a 
long  tmin  of  can  iimde  iU  appeumnco  in  front 
of  tti«m.  These  the  pnidixit  iiuigutrutcR  of 
Orleans  ttnd  aa?«rablt!d,  to  aoiid  fortii  into  the 
southern  country  of  Suloigtte,  to  fiolkct  all  that 
could  be  purchased  of  corn,  wiite,  fodder,  aitd 
oth^r  Riunitions,  to  provide  tlie  town  during 
(oni«  weeks  in  case  of  emergency.  With  tlie 
moet  [Huvoking  elowoess  they  wound  on  their 
interminable  lengtJi,  each  auoceodiiig  car,  in  the 
nU  hurry  of  the  drivvis,  being  placed  exactly 
as  to  bar  all  passage  through  the  narrow 
Supplication  and  menace  were  in  vain ; 
lie  been  willing  to  stop,  each    driver  ap^ 
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pnml  to  be  a(  the  mercy  of  Che  ono  iu<xt  be> 
hJnd  him.  Mary  ami  h«r  attendant  mther  lixt 
ground  JD  the  nerassity  of  avoiding  the  dBOgm 
of  being  crushed. 

Tile  nuw  and  claranur  prevrnt«<!  tlieir  per- 
ceiving the  approaoh  of  thoir  foes  I7  the  mund : 
it  wa»  w>i  until  these  cl<'«n>d  the  second  gate, 
the  barrier  of  St.  Antoine,  that  the  itntnineoK 
of  thmr  capture  was  clear  to  them.  Richard 
made  something  like  a  charge  upon  the  ap> 
pepoaching  cart,  Eeiie^l  its  horw  by  the  n>in,  and 
fairly  drove  liim  back  nptin  hi«  hauiu;hc».  11w 
inooevion  behind  set  up  a  uniwna]  shout  of  fl 
oathi  and  abuse ;  but  his  object  vras  effected  i 
he  dashed  with  Mari«  aicros*  the  street,  gained  an 
•venue  nearly  opposite,  aitd  in  a  moment  was  be- 
fote  the  Ohitelet  Still  at  the  top  of  this  street 
extended  the  following  line  of  vehicles,  and  their 
only  refuge  appeared  the  courtyard  of  the  palace,  _ 
at  the  gate  of  which  Richard  knocked  loudly,      f 

This  gate  was  at  length  opened),  but  it  «4s 
too  tste.  TImi  puT«ucri;  >ind  con>c  up  nt  full 
speed  to  tli«  place  where  the  line  liad  b<*cn 
broken,  and  they  were  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
prOTont  the  vaggoners  fixim  procee<ling  nntflfl 
they  had  taken  their  own  rood.  In  another^ 
minute  Marie  and  Richard  were  surrounded. 
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The  nttomlntit  Aid  his  dwoir  munfullj,  and 
one  or  two  of  hb  lUHulonU  wwn  rolled  in  tlie 
stmt;  but  tiw  wldsi  vtan  bcyund  all  <:liiuice 
against  him,  and  tli«  leader  and  one  oi  hia  party 
had  in  fact  d«ci<ted  tlie  battle  by  seizing  at  once 
on  the  priie  of  victory.  Richard  had  nothing 
left  bat  to  join  bb  shouts  to  Iiis  mistnss's 
•creams,  and  some  few  of  the  citizens,  two  or 
thrve  with  stavee  and  otlwr  liaEtily-Ecized  wm- 
i,  were  already  in  the  Htrt-et  of  ti>e  Chitalet 
But  in  a  moment  Ri<!liaTd  was  in  his  turn 
struck  from  hl»  liorac ;  the  Ivadflt  throw  a  cloak 
round  the  lady  so  u«  to  difle  h«r  cries,  and 
pronouncing  boldly  Dmt  he  cumc,  on  the  part  of 
King  Charles  V'll.,  to  reclaim  a  fugitive  ward, 
and  punish  those  w)io  abetti^l  Iter  escajic,  tlie 
burgher*,  tliough  moved  by  tlie  instinct  which 
always  tempte  men  to  repel  forte  offered  to  a 
weaker  party,  stifled  their  rising  sympathy  io 
wliat  they  considered  the  expediuncy  of  the  case. 
While  two  of  litK  oppuneiili^,  whose  bruises  had 
not  (iTCreaicd  their  enmity,  were  tying  dte  atten- 
dant will)  little  n>garij  to  lii»  own  convenience, 
the  chief  was  already  leading  Marie's  horse  boe^ 
to  the  city  gate,  wliile  the  other,  who  had  first 
wiied  her,  forcibly  held  her  upon  it. 

The  first  floor  casement  ofan  adjtnniog  linuse 
VOL.  I.  C 
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oprapd,  and  iin  old  man  and  woqian  ap 
at  it. 

"  Call  tho  people  to  mo,"  eaid  be,  feebly, 
he  (poki?  with  ^rUlent  difficul^. 

The  old  woman's  voioo  was  clear  and  tlirill, 
"  Stop,  my  niastors,  tlop  1  you  must  speak  wii 
Ma«ter  Alain  Dubej )" 

At  tlmt  name  tho  citizons  tumnd,  but  only 
or  three  of  tha  cnpton  ioUuwed  llteir  exampla 
tho  leader  puTsned  his  course  witli  tut  maa. 
uncoDCtim,  impeded  only  by  the  struggles  oflua 
priwnpr;  but  the  feeble  old  man  tremblingly 
IMintml  wit})  his  finger  to  the  onlrunoe  of  tlw 
•trrat,  and  Jour  or  fire  of  the  townnwa  unnia- 
dint«Iy  ruthud  towaids  ft. 

"  In  iiw  nurno  of  llie  ProYwrt  I "  llw-y  cried, 
tliey  advanced  towarda  the  carte,  the  last 
which  w«ru  now  nearly  pasting,  nnd  in  a  minuta 
a  barrii^r  was  formed,  which  eSV-ctually  praventnl 
any  tgnu.  The  party  app^-arcd  toady  Ittr  s 
momimt  to  do  battle,  but,  b«  soon  a*  Umy  offmnMl 
It,  Itie  town-gated  were  cloKod,  and,  to  avoid  thn 
ditgrace  of  hiring  actually  taken  priauners,  the 
lnu)«r  now  demandml  to  be  led  beforo  tlut  autbu* 
rity  which  had  prcauinod  to  detain  him. 

At  another  motion  from  the  shaking  willwraili 
liand  of  Alain,  tlie  oonla  were  unbound  fnim 
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ichard,  and  Uw  cloak  was  lifWl  from  Marie, 
ao<i  UR-y  lookLtl  first  on  their  (kliverers,  and 
th«n  Uwir  cyvs  w«rc  directed  by  the  gi>i)i.'ml  g<uv 
to  him  wlio  liod  coinnuiiidftd  their  inmnvnlury 
freedom.  Hair,  Uiiii  imd  aHvut  wliitu,  hui^j 
rouDtl  a  pak  eniaciahid  iace,  woru  by  dii«aee  to 
an  almost  unnatural  cleamesBj  a  hectic  spot 
glowi^l  on  each  cheek,  and  gave  an  instaut'i;  fire 
to  the  pal«  grey  eye,  above  which  was  a  lof^ 
utid  clill  alnKMt  uanrmkled  forehead. 

"  To  tiw  hBlI,"  lie  feebly  ejaculated. 

'*  To  the  ItaU  !"  c-xclaiiuud  bis  female  atten* 
dant,  aflecdonatoly  ;  "  nurcly,  lir,  you  will  not, 
il  as  j'ou  are " 

"  111  as  1  am,  I  am  the  Provost  of  Urleans," 
id  tlie  old  man ;  "  if  1  am  iU,  Justice  must 
not  be  sick ;  is  not  violeoco  committed  urid^r 
my  very  vdndow?  Ay,  Utey  koow,  w  you 
Bay,  that  1  am  ill.  To  llio  ludl,"  H  uiid  once 
more,  turning  totho  px^;  but  he  had  already 
been  obeyod,  nud  1m)  now  smiled  &intly  on  hJB 
affectionate  attetidant,  took  lisr  arm,  and  suf- 
fered himself  U>  be  led  from  tlie  window. 

Marie  and  Iter  double  escort  of  iriend  and  foe 
entered  the  gloomy  court  of  the  Ch&telet,  and 
the  porter  butoQ*xl  to  uii)>ar  the  ponderous 
doors  wliivb  led  into  it*  vaulte<l  hall.    lt«  old 
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■rcbitocture  was  of  the  rudest  kind ;  its 
equipment  was,  at    leost,  of  ik]u&I    eimplk 
On  a  daia,   at  the  further  «ih1,  still 
|nit  of  a  CBiMipy  ornamroted  with  the  omw 
th«  Duk«  of  Orleans  t  in  ibe  front  of  tJiis, 
aot  under  it,  and  a  little  on  ths  right  hand,  i 
a  heavy  bigh*backetl  wooden  ctuiir  and  a  labia] 
a  itone  bench  ran  round  the  walls,  and  two  1 
Hers,  or  bars  of  wood,  ran  from  ttw  doiN  som*  i 
down  the  hall,  ae  if  to  eepanito  the  partj<!«  w)i 
should  plead  in  it.  « 

So  iiinple  amngc-mviits  were  aooo  noted ;  aadfl 
tb<*  La  Tremouille  party  *cre    left  fin-  a  fi'w" 
minutes  to  jest  on  the  paraphernalia  of  the  Ur^^ 
leane  magistracy;    but  own   this  eorry    <po*^| 
•oon  foilwl  tiiem  ;  for  tlm  citizens  appeared  nei- 
ther anigry  nor  disonncerti^,  but  with  a  respool- 
fiil  alenoe  kept  th«r  watch  upon  a  small  oak 
iloor  At  the  upper  end  on  the  dai«.     But  ottM 
ha<l  U117  inlerfenHl  with  the  partiM,  and  that 
was  tu  place  them  at  the  oppoxite  bar»^Marie 
and  tier  woundud  Etjuira  on  tlie  one  Bi<h%  and 
tlteir  pursuers,  sound  or  bruisotl  aa  Uiey  might 
littppen  lo  N.,  on  the  other. 

I'he  little  uuk  dour  was  soon  opened,  ami 
AlAin  Pubey  appeared,  lutming  stiU  on  the  arm 
of  liis  nune.     Hi*  black  robe  of  office  ttad  been 
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inlf  vast  over  ttie  govn  of  his  skk  rotnn ; 
but  he  w»U(c<)  tiunigh  with  h  foMe  yet  witji 
B  meaiiured  Ht«p,as  tluHigb  in  Iud  hastv  toafibnl 
justice  it  WAB  not  to  be  lightly  ilispeitBed.  The 
close  black  cap  on  his  bead  made  his  few  locks 
look  whiUr  and  more  vemivblv  atill,  und  guve  u 
tniirv  marble  vlrarniHs  to  hi«  mild,  ititalligenl 
features.  Tlw  old  womiui  vndked  witli  him  to 
the  chair,  and  placed  a  pillow  in  it ;  he  looked  at 
it,  amiied,  shook  tiis  head,  and  with  a  quick 
but  kindly  actiou  dismisaed  her ;  she  retired,  but 
the  door  waa  ajar,  and  she  di<l  not  conceal  that 
elw  ivmaiDed  there  watching  and  waiting  on  her 
master. 

At  this  inometit,  when  all  were  awaiting  with 

somi;  tntvm-t  the  opening  of  the  procmtilings, 

Marie  anxiously  »?arvbed  the  folds  of  h«r  dress, 

it  might  be  supposed   for  sotno  document  on 

^Hrhich  tile  fiite  of  Imr  causo  was  to  depend^ 

^■ler  lip  quivered  as  she  gave  it  up  for  lost;  hut 

pblielierd  took  from    the  ground  a  »niall  ailver 

i      box,  which  luu)  fallvu  unlieenl  upn  the  en<l  of 

bor  riding  montk:.     Slieea^rly  and  Ibaiikfully 

nweiviid  it — opened  it,  to  be  »ure  ibat  ita  con- 

^  t«nt<  wer«  safe.     It  enclosed  only  a  witin-ned 

^BkwCT,  but  she  shut  it  with  a  look  of  happiness, 

^^ftnd  placed  it  in  her  boaotn. 
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"  Now,  ain,"  mid  Akin  Dubey,  in  a  nit* 
which  mi3  clear  and  imprnssire  in  the  iiisaxt 
with  which  he  was  listened  to,  "  let  us  know  tlw 
reason  of  this  seiture  of  a  damset  in  the  stmt; 
of  OrI««nB  hy  persons  liaving  no  wunant,  m 
I  believe,  fnxn  any  of  itemagistratcf." 

'*  If  you  aro  in  the  king**  authority  hen,  we 
disBlook  toyouto«iiforc«ourpow«rratiM»-tIian 
ta  cross  it,"  aaid  Aiidrf  B<>M-)inrd;  for  m  the 
lender  of  TreroouiU«')i  party  wa»  called. 

"  Ycpu  should  have  looked  to  me  in  the  finrt 
instance,  young  man,"  Fsid  the  nH^iBttate 
calmly!  "  rights  may  be  enforewl  quietly  in  a 
(dty  which  is  in  peaceful  obedionoo  to  the  law*. 
Onco  more  l«t  aw  know  your  caui<e  and  juur 
warrant. 

"  We  are  bound  to  »i»  mi  these  purlte*  wher- 
ewrwe  find  them,"  replied  Andr^,  ''and  per- 
hap8  it  would  have  been  better  for  ollien  not  to 
have  interposed." 

"  Leave  us  to  do  our  duties,  and  do  your  own 
by  answering  my  question,"  said  the  magtstrat*, 
in  a  tone  of  firmnmw,  which  the  habit  of  judicial 
command  rviidcred  unmoved  even  in  reply  to 
the  DKMl  insolent ;  '*  your  cause  and  your 
authority,  or  all  partiua  are  dismissed ;  and  l«t 
thusewho  diall  so  bring  tlwm  before  me  again 
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take  heed  to  thenMelnn,  if  indved  1  vufTer  you 
now  k)  depart  witiiout  giving  large  caution." 

Andrd  looked  round,  but  vven  liia  owit 
foliowen  did  do*  second  his  haughty  air,  so  he 
conde&ceuded  to  plead. 

"  Weare  the Berrants," he sau),  "of  the  Lord 
de  la  Tremouille,  Grand  Chamberlain  of  France; 
his  name  and  our  service  might  be  wurront  for 
wiiut  we  do." 

"  SiA  quili;  suSicieiit  hcrc^"  onswied  ihc 
Provort;  "goon." 

"  His  Majesty,"  oontioued  Andr£,  with 
anie  sur[Hri»e  at  the  Eulurv  of  his  declaration, 
'*  has  given  tt»  wardship  of  tliia  lady,  Marie  de 
la  Meilleraye,  to  the  Lord  de  la  Tremuuille :  elie 
holds  lands  under  the  king  in  the  Ule  of  I'lance, 
and  hath  been  a  year  in  iJte  royal  court :  the 
Loid  de  la  Tremouille  hath  provided  for  her  a 
fitting  match,  tJie  Lord  de  la  Jaille ;  and  ehe 
was  to  have  been  married  tliia  morning  in  pre- 
Mncc  of  the  king  hinweir,  when,  nt  a  ball  thv 
night  before  hut,  in  a  house  of  tlie  Lord  Clinin- 
bcrlain'a,  wliere  she  thought  heraelf  leiut 
watdied,  she  contrived,  with  the  aid  of  her 
•errant,  to  leove  Like  custody  of  her  lawful  guar- 
dian ;  and,  but  for  fortunate  chance  in  tracii^ 

r,  and  good  steeds  for  the  pursuit,  she  would 
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hara  fiBcajxtJ  altogi!tiM,'r  Irom  tua  pow«r.  1 
demand  tliat  b\w  be  delivered  up  tu  us  lo  be 
carried  back,  and  lit>r  equire  al*u,  that  he  may 
meet  fit  punislune&t ;  anil  I  know  Dot  where  is 
the  law  or  the  power  tliat  is  to  gainsajr  aw, 
spetdiing  on  hia  behalf  whom  1  serve." 

*'  I  will  give  tliem  all  my  estates  in  Franc*" 
cn«l  Marie ;  "  tliey  luay  be  La  Tremouille's,  or 
tlie  liOrd  of  La  Jailk-*i;,  from  tliis  inatunt ;  but  IT 
thtj  Blay  me " 

"  Patienoe,  tnaidvD, — jMtience  I"  interrupted 
the  Provwt ;  **  wore  tliey  tiut  least  in  tlui  land, 
hen  they  touit  ImvM  such  jiulice  aa  tlie  law  will 
give  ti»in-^nd  if  they  serve  the  greaU-et  tiioy 
will  get  ao  more ; — patience — and — courage ! 
There  van  be  no  intent  in  tlw  Grand  Chambnr- 
bun  of  Ptance  to  do  wrong  or  unkindnees  to 
one  whom  the  king  imrusta  to  his  guardiansliip ; 
it  K  inlendLil  as  a  favour  to  thee,  and  these  men 
will  not  so  slander  UvsiT  masUrr  as  to  say  other' 
viw.- 

"  We  claim  our  nwsUr's  right*,  and  slioU 
find  moans  to  enforce  them,"  said  Andr^. 

"  You  will  find  the  means  in  me,"  replietltlie 
Provost  ver)'  quietly—  "  lei  us  proceed.  Wkiat 
testimony  do  you  o6er  me  that  thi«  maiden  is  a 
ward  of  the  king's  ?  next,  what  teetimony  ban 
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jou  tl»t  Oin  king  hath  givea  this  wardship  to 
iJm  Lord  (la  hi  Tremouillu  ?  niid  lastly,  wimt  is 
jour  own  outhurity  fruni  tiim  ?" 

**  Ewty  UDC  knows  titat  slitt  u  a  ward  uf  tim 
lua^t,"  replied  Atidri^,  a  little  Loiifutied ;  "  and 
^-«nd — here  is  his  gift  to  the  Lord  de  la  'J'r^- 
miiuiUe,"  continued  he,  as  he  produced  a  pie<.-« 
uf  parduoenl  which  he  Irandml  to  the  Pruvuet; 
**  thai  WB  are  hie  sen-aute  so  authomed  we  are 
ready  all  tu  swear ;"  aod  here  his  vuti-v  become 
•juitr  confidimt ;  "  indM-d,  why  gave  lu;  that 
parclimcnt  to  me  but  fur  such  a  ptirpow  ?" 

Alun  Dubey  took  ttic  dood  and  read  it  Ui 
ItitDself  slowly  and  ndly  ;  all  were  silently  and 
anxiously  watching  him.  He  had  read  it — h« 
]huisk1  uhI  looked  at  it  again. 

"YouiM  the  proof  is  nifficient,"  added  An- 
dn!  cavalierly  j  "  so  afford  tu  tho  justice  you 
promised." 

Alain  Dubey  lifted  hiii  eye  for  a  moment 
to  tlii-  speaker  without  euiodoii,  aitd  looked 
again  at  tlie  parchment. 

Marie  vould  do  longer  restrain  herself. 

"  I  am  not  ttiv  king's  ward,''  she  exclaimed. 
'*  1  am  tliu  ward  of  tlic  Duku  of  Orleans ;  my 
bouse  is  in  this  town,  my  fiiUier  lived  hrrc, 
Philip  de  la  Meilleroyt ;  my  lands  are  in  this 

c  6 


* 


84 


JOAN  or  ARC, 


duchy.  WliAt  I  have  in  the  Isle  of  Pnuicn  let 
Ihem  at  Iwwt  regain  fin-  me,  before  tlwjr  jtmku 
me  llit'ir  ehive  by  holding  it.  Lut  thc'm  wHii  it 
back  from  the  Bnglitih  for  thtMiuolvw,  and  it  in 
their'n,  ttut  kiug's.  La  Tiemouillc'e,  La  JuilleS, 
ffhoite  I  li«ed  not ;  nay,  I  will  pay  u  runmni  for 
what  I  have  here ;  half — two-thirds — any  thing 
that  will  leavi!  me  a  pittance ;  but  <lo  not  IvX  nw 
be  sent  bock,  their  pri«o»er,  tln-ir  pT«y,  tlidr 
victim!" 

Alain  Dubey  appeared  unmoved  at  tJiii 
appeal ;  he  turned  the  parchment  ronud  indted 
at  the  name  of  Lu  ML-illeraye,  and  at  the  end  nl 
Iwr  speech  he  gave  ono  look  towanla  Marie,  os 
hv  halt  done  towards  Andr^ ;  but  tie  retum(<d  to 
ttie  consideration  of  the  document. 

"  Have  you  aught  to  eny  to  the  maidiiD'a 
oBFor."  «ai<l  tiw  magtstnte,  *'  of  jMjnng  a  rm- 
Bonablt!  fiiM- — mark— a  reasonabl<>  fine — on  hi*r 
lands  in  tius  Iik>  of  Pranoe  for  li«r  wordBlitp  ?  I 
shall  not  luETiT  her  ponlon  or  your  master's 
opinion  Ui  arbitrate  liow  much  —  itial  Es 
provhire.  If  so.  depart,  and  bring  us  ba^ 
your  autlHirity  for  so  doing,  and  thi«  nuttm-  wit) 
be  easily  settled." 

"  A  fine  on  I>er  hinds  in  the  Isle  of  Kmnci-, 
which  are  small,  and  Itetd  by  tl>e  Kngliihl" 
exclaimed  Amlr^ — "  no,  forsooth— Die  wtue  of 
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marriage  to  the  Lord  d«  Ln  Jaille  lies  in  ber 
lasesaioDa  lier«." 

*<  You  are  frauk  to  own  it.  I  believe  jou 
tbo  truUi,"  saiJ  the  Provoat;  "  but,  as  to 
tliCTB  aiB  otli«r  vlaiiDs  frun  other  parties  ; 
we  must  speak  with  Ma>t«r  Jaoqui's  Boucher, 
Duke  of  OrieoDs*  tieasurer,  and  liear  what 
he  hntli  to  say,  on  beltalT  of  bis  rooster,  as  to 
the  laii<ls  in  the  OrlBannois," 
^k  "  Then  we  must  have  back  the  danuel,'*  satd 
Hkadrd.  "  I  folt  that  we  should  but  waste  time  I" 
^B  "  You  must  do  wttat  you  ought,"  replied  the 
^B*rovo6t ;  "  and  ttuit  I  shall  enjoin  you,  and  son 
enforced.  We  must  now  speak  of  tlie  lair.  To 
this  deed  there  is  indeed  a  seal,  which  1  believe 
to  be  a  privy  seal  of  the  king's,  but  his  sign 
manual  is  not  here." 

"  Times  like  thew,  whim  the  king  is  driven 
from  place  to  place,  do  not  always  admit  of 
foniuditios,"  observed  Ainlr^. 

"  Quite  tnio ;  and  »o  much  tiie  worse  for  thow 
wbow  right*  ought  to  be  secured  by  them,"  an- 
nrered  tiie  Provort.  "  1  am  well  aware  that 
thera  arc  many  infbrmalititig  to  be  borne  with 
— tlwt  the  king's  seal  itwlf,  fur  instance, 
may,  in  liis  hurry  from  place  to  pitux,  be  leA 
to  Ibo    custoily  of  thow  who  should  not  keep 
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it,  and  that  it  may  W  affixvd  to  a  deed  without 
the  fonuality  of  liis  knowledge." 

"  The   Lord  de  la  Tremouille's  name  ie  Stt 
lUnwirr." — 

"  Sil«iKi!,  nr  i  I  require  tjie  K'gal  proof  of 
kingV  Fign  inunuul,  or  tlie  B«al  of  hU  Chan- 
verj  dtdy  utbt-itttMl  At  Um  luort.  Master  Jau{UM 
Bouchftr  too  muot  tw  imulu  acquauited  witlt 
suit,  and  must  plead  in  it  at  a  given  day 
the  Lord  d*!  La  Tremouille  may  appear  in  per- 
•on,  or  by  iiia  duly  apjMMnbid  attorney.  To 
give  you  proper  time,  on  Wednesday  next ;  yw 
have  four  days — take  longer,  If  you  desire  it." 

"  And  llie  damoieelle — " 

*'  You  an  mfe,  at  nil  eveate — ovwr  Ikt  IbikIi 
in  the  Isle  of  Frouce,  from  whk'li  you  should 
draw  yuur  finf,"  Htid  tlic  Provost,  iM  a  alight 
sneer  of  lugul  triumph  paseml  oror  lii*  fcatiirtM, 
"  sIm  iw*  no  conlrul ;  tltcy,  arc  wfu  liuin  bur, 
purliaps  froin  both  parties ;  for  tliu  Eo^^iah  «t« 
trnacioui-  uf  tcrritorius  they  once  toko 
of)  and  for  her  penon,"  he  vontiuuod,  ttoi 
Andr^,  who  was  about  tu  spindc,  "  Mualer 
Jac<juee  Buuuher  shall  give  due  caution,  lit.-  be- 
ing Iter  fit  guardian  in  Uii*  place,  and  aliall  not  be 
permitted  to  enter  on  his  office  without  so  doing, 
if  such  is  your  desire." 
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The  menial  fluitg  \m  lund  aloft  mtli  rage, 
wliile  Maiie  L-overed  her  fiico  witli  li«r  haiuts, 
and  wept  for  jojr. 

Thtt  logks  of  the  citizens  synipathndiig  witli 
be  docision  of  their  ma^atmte  bj  no  means 
leuded  to  allay  the  irritation  of  Andrt.  To  fio 
back  witliuut  lii»  nurd  to  a  master  as  exacting  m 
La  I'romouille  would  be  bad  unough ;  to  return 
baJHcd  by  a  wenk  old  man,  a  ruler  anwng 
citiiene,  hurt  his  own  pride  even  more  than  it 
would  his  master's.  There  is  no  aristociat 
Ukv  him  wlio  wears  another's  livery.  It  must 
bo  a  badge  of  hi*  conMK|U«noc  to  piwont  itn 
beooming  the  rtigma  of  hi*  degradation. 

You  atft  making  a  }c«l  of  uh,  Sir  Proviwt," 
lid  the  retainer.  "  C)n(«  and  for  all  I  sjn-ak  in 
ny  master's  name,  and  demand  his  ward  at 
our  lianda.  You  are  braving  the  king's  will, 
rhicb  you  ought  to  obey ;  and  you  are  incurring 
be  dbpleasure  of  hie  minister,  which  no  man  in 
nee  inay  brave  with  iinpuuily.  I  will  do  my 
best  to  have  her  hnnce  by  force ;  and  if  I  am 
beat«n,  I  will  report  at  <'hinon,  whither  the 
court  IK  ^ng,  and  whither  1  haii'e  orders  to 
lead  Uus  maiden,  wliat  traitors  pretend  to  bear 
tlw!  king's  power  in  Orleana." 

Alain  Uubey  gave  one  of  bis  dight  signals, 


98 


JOAN  OK  ARC, 


tuitl  in  an  iiistanl  armed  burghen  bad  inteipoeed 
between  the  two  bars,  while  others  stood  read; 
in  the  rear  of  AoAt^  BeKlmr<)'»  party. 

"By  St.  Euvertfl!"  suiJ  Kidiaixl  npwi  t« 
bis  mistrns,  "but  liis  trembling  iittU  &ngtv 
does  more  (ban  many  a  mail^  bond  1" 

"  Oil  that  wisdom  aiid  goodnees  might  vver 
«o  conUul  furc«  r'  replied  the  tniudea. 

**  Vou  ore  prevented,"  said  Alain  Dubi^, 
witbuut  raising  bis  vi>ic»,  *'  from  duing  any  hann 
to  yourselvei! ;  for  suuh  it  wuiikl  bavu  been  bad 
ytHi  prv»umi!d  to  carry  your  tbriAt  but  a  stap 
towanln  execution.  Thero  are  dui^eons  in  thi* 
ChJit^t ;  and  bread  and  water,  and  soliludu  and 
darkness,  will  aoon  makv  wen  the  raally  bnw 
repent  of  too  much  daring.  1  petdoit  your  foUy, 
and  ^pare  you  such  penitence.  You  have  haonl 
my  decree,  to  wliicb  I  now  add,  that  you  and 
your  followers  remain  not  in  this  peaceful  ci^. 
When  )<ou  return,  return  alone,  aasured  of  pn>- 
t«ct)ao  as  though  you  wtv  backed  by  an  amy  i 
but  v^  arti  unused  (u  broils,  and  viiU  not  suBer 
tboH>  amiMtg  u«  w)to  provokv  them.  Lt^t  tiiis  be 
remembered.  It  is  my  duty  to  we  that  the 
king's  lawful  will  be  oboyed,  but  I  will  be  siuv 
that  it  IK  liiti  will,  and  that  Ita  does  liimselT  no 
legal  wrong  in  expraMing  iu    It  is  tho  duty  of 
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[lis  true  mrvanta  to  prev<mt  otlters  from  betray- 
ing, as  wcU  Bx  opentj  rrsJEtiug,  bim.  Tliis  » 
the  tTBiieoD  whicli  in  Orleans  we  are  guilty  of 
to  Charies  the  Seventh.  As  to  tfae  power  of  his 
miniati^nt,  let  tlieui  look  that  they  \»n  it,  aa  we 
do,  for  our  master's  welfare.  When  one  Itas 
detaioed  the  treasures  which  were  destiiied  for 
the  pay  of  his  army,  ant)  thereby  lost  liini  many 
a  &ir  field  of  war  and  many  a  rich  town ;  wIh»i 
ibe  only  justice  againnt  those  B^Milers  of  the 
state  hoH  been  forced  by  such  chieftains  at 
Arthur, Coant of  Richemont, and  that  has aome- 
times  been  no  better  than  miiM>rabIo  aesissiuB- 
tion ;  it  belwvcs  a  mail  wlio  eits  in  this  cliair  to 
watch  the  deeds  of  tiie  king's  semtn1«  whenever 
tliey  come  before  him,  and.  perliaps,  to  flay  their 
min  as  well  as  that  they  bring  upon  their  mw- 
reign.  I  tell  thee,  iellow,"  said  the  old  man, 
whoEe  manner  Imd  now  become  nnimnt«d,  "  that 
the  king's  power  would,  by  thia  time,  be  assured 
throughout  liis  lawful  inheritance,  if  no  greater 
traitors  widdetl  it  in  olh<*  pinces,  even  at  Chi- 
non,  OS  thou  layst,  than  bear  it  here  in  Orlean*. 
Carry  thisnu-asage  thither,a9  the  only  punifihment 
of  thy  insult  here  to  me,  which  had,  if  I  had  m 
chMon,  forfeited  thoseeara  of  tliioe  I  Wear  them 
still  in  thankful  remembrance  of  my  clemency." 
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Words  of  thi«  sort  vnsrv  too  mat  tike  truth  Iw 
be  token  for  jctt ;  tlie  power  and  right  of  rett' 
ii»i»g  Uicm  wore  evidently  witJi  the  spcnkor, 
and  Andr^,  doggedly  wngging  lus  Wad,  pursing 
his  hpe,  ftnd  kicking  his  boot,  held  his  peace. 

'*  And  now  let  proceedings  be  stayed  till  wc 
hearagain  from  La  TrcniouilU>,"aaid  Uvc  Provost, 
in  tliettjud  tnttclmnical  voioe  of  his  oJlice.  "  Let 
theae  men  be  conducted  safely  from  the  town,  as 
soon  as  tliey  have  taken  reasonable  re«t  ami 
refreslimentf  which  will  not  exceed  eight  houn. 
Tlie  oRicer  of  the  pelil  gni{  is  answontble  for 
Uiia." 

lliey  turned,  and,  with  a  slight  forood  obel- 
auice,  lefV  the  hall. 

"  Cuine  liitlier,  my  child,"  aaid  Alain  Uutx^y 
to  Marie ;  "  thou  seiest  tliat  these  fomu  of  law 
will  sometimng  serve  to  protect  tlie  innocent,  w 
well  as  to  shield  the  guilty ;  they  may  be  wieMiMl 
by  an  honest  man  for  good,  Alarie  de  la  Meillv- 
raye !  It  was  well  tltat  I  had  seen  through 
ttieir  case,  and  niudv  up  ray  tniod  before  I  Iteard 
thy  name ;  for  I  know  thy  father  and  loved  hini. 
What  nmy  beoorae  of  this  suit,  ai>d  which  may 
prore  the  right  to  thy  ward«hip,  I  know  not ;  but 
wo  raust  strive  to  compound,  if  we  cutmot  d«> 
f«nd ;  or  if  tlieir  power  at  last  wr««t«  all  on 
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tlieir  side,  &s,  indeed,  it  Itas  done  elsevrlieiv,  fur, 
■D  our  miserable  land,  the  law  is  now  only  thv  urm 
^_«f  ibv  strong — but  coni«— come,  thou  art  a  inad- 
^nap  lase  to  liavR  da»d  what  thou  hast — run 
^num  thy  guardian,  who  ie  sure  to  ke«p  bis  own 
{Mfson  safe,  if  nuthing  cUe  in  the  kiDgdoni,  and 
come  liither  to  uh,  wlio  see  the  EngUsli  eret; 
other  day  from  our  wallit,  and  «xpoct  them  ev«ry 
ir  for  near  and  couatant  neighbours.      Comr, 
Gay,  thou  must  not  be  downcajit  for  that,  ur 
this  other  danger  of  a  week  off,  tltou  that 
bast  encouDtci^  present  ones.  We  will  do  what 
re  CUR.     "nil  we  can  send  to  Jac-ques  Boucher, 
ad  know  what  Ik-  would  do,  (hou  and  thy  fol- 
lower murt  rest  in  myhoum." 
^m    At  his  bock  )iis  nurso  stood  by  his  nde. 

"  Cok-ttf,"  he  continued  wiUi  a  smite,  '■  I 

fiink  my  old  labours  do  me  good ;  the  dtiiens 
'  Orleans  are  kind  to  Vvv\i  nie  in  my  offion.  I  he- 
eve  it  ki-eiM  me  alive.  I  am  better  than  I  have 
sen  for  some  mornings." 
So  saying,  he  aro§e  ;  but  tbe  next  moment  he 
tT«mbled  in  Uie  arms  of  his  faithful  attendant; 
and  Richard,  ae  well  as  Marie,  lent  assistance  to 
be*r  the  old  magistrate  through  the  small  oaken 
door  into  a  passage  which  communicated  wiUi 
is  own  hou«e.    Hero,  as  eooo  as  the  neccssor; 
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care  had  been  taken  of  Alain  Dubey,  Marie 
found  hosfntable  fare,  and  etill  more  welcome 
rest ;  yet,  ere  she  fell  asleep,  she  gazed  again 
with  a  more  unclouded  fece — thank  Heaven, 
there  is  so  much  hope  in  the  world,  with  all  its 
sorrows ! — on  the  email  ^ver  box,  and  the 
withered  flower  it  contained. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

'  wa*  not  till  late  in  the  evening  that  Marie 
iwoke  from  the  deep  sleep  which  tiu>  labours 

perils  of  the  pant  night  and  morning  had 
cast  upOQ  ber.  In  the  mean  time,  Mastt^r  .lacquee 
Boucher,  tlw  treasurer  to  the  l>uke  of  Orleans, 
had  attended  the  nmimona  of  the  Provost,  and 
had  agTM.'d  to  receive  her  into  his  bouae.  Tlw 
hotel,  which  defended  to  her  frc«n  her  father, 
had  been  duly  turned  to  account  by  the  guar- 
dians of  lier  intercstx  in  OrleanE,  And  Ui«  tents 
were  ttccumuluted  in  thi^ir  ltai>d»  for  her  use 
wlwn  of  age,  or  to  pay  the  fine  of  her  wardship 
to  the  duke. 

Alain  Dubey  was  still  weak  nnd  <.>xliuuste(I, 
but  abe  was  allowed  to  offir  him  lier  patting 
thanks,  and  to  reoeire  &om  him  such  kind  as- 
surances as  he  might  offer.  wil)ioiit  too  great 
risk  of  compromisuig  his  impartiality.  Thew, 
inde«d,  were  fiuntur  than  before ;  it  was  od* 
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mitted  tirat  she  was  a  personal  ward  of  tbsl 
king's,  and  llmt,  if  legally  clained  by  liia  autho-| 
rity,  Uic  custody  of  her  pereoit  could  not  be  de- 
nied. 

••  Vou  will  fin  J,  bowcvor,  in  Muster  Boticber." 
■aid  the  old  man,  "  a  sure  and  kind  frivnd,  ny, 
and  a  wise  one  too,  atid,  if  lie  sliould  a  little 
Ktretcl)  his  skill  to  kwp  you  from  this  marriage,  j 
wliicli  you  druad  so  much,  why  \».  may  do  itj 
with  a  safer  consciviico  than  oti«  who  is  sworn ' 
to  maintain  the  lawa  as  he  finds  them  against  aQ  1 
other  considerations.  I-lre  1  was  Provoet,  1  hMlj 
crotchets  in  my  h«ad  Uiat  could  eerve  a  good] 
cause  when  the  law  could  not,"  conliniiod  Alaio, 
with  a  smile  Uut  savourud  ratlter  of  wit  than 
grace,  "  but,  thank  llvavcn  !"  continUi>d  lie 
more  fwriously,  "  that  if  I  «ver  jotvd  in  nucli 
matt«ra,  1  uH«d  my  cunning  to  the  beet  of  my 
judgment  on  tlic  riglit  side,  eo  the  young  nian's 
frolics  bring  t»  sorrow  to  thn  old  roan's  hairs. 
Go,  and  Uiiuk  as  little  ai  Uiou  canst  of  care^ 
poorchild!  till  it  coiiks  unto  thee,  for  otiierswillfl 
care  fur  the«,  and  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
me  that  wltat  thrvatttnt  oftuii  touclios  ub  not,  while 
an  unseen  blow  brings  us  una  warm  to  the  earth.' 
So,  ^ving  her  a  parental  Mraiiiig.  lie  sufle 
ber  to  depart. 
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T  know  not  how  it  is,"  Mid  the  old  lawyer 
his  nursp,  as  boob  aa  Marie  was  ffoit,  "  that 
never  see  titete  young  madcaps  get  into  trouble, 
lut  my  hvart  acltes  till  tliey  are  out  of  it.  What 
should  n  man  with  tmn  foot  in  l!w  grave  h*«l  of 
runaway  girl*?  To  be  sure  that  I^Trnnouillcii 
a  hnnrtleiis  traitor— MtiGfh  a«  a  Fwimi,  »o  )i«  iniu't 
be  crui'I ;  yet  I  ought  to  have  chid  the  girl  for 
her  folly.  I  warrant  ri«  alw  i*  in  love!  Well ! 
and  if  I  Iwd,  Culett«,  could  I  have  recommended 
ler  any  wiiier  nonaense  to  supply  its  place?  We 
all  fool«  from  the  firvt  to  tlic  lust,  that  is  one 
fort,  and  awry  body  may  as  well  be  fooltih 
his  own  way.  1  ouglit  to  haw  diid  licr,  and 
tj^d  her  to  be  obedient  to  the  laws  — but  1 
forgot.  But  mind  you  hold  j-our  tongue  about 
what  I  said  to  blaster  •lactjue^  Boucher." 

The  old  man  turned  on  his  |Hilow  and  fell 
asleep.  <'\ 

Marie  was  soon  at  home  in  hrr  now  habita- 
Tlio  Irrasurcr'n  wife,  a  woiiiaii  of  tlk- 
highest  quality  in  the  city  by  birtli  as  well  an 
marringi\  was  wwll-bred  and  kind-lMWrt«d,  with 
a  slight  tinge  of  romance,  ior  which  Iter  im- 
prudent gueat  did  not  fare  tlie  wone  in  ber' 
estimation.  Janjues  Boucher,  himself  a  {Jain 
OMUi  of  buuness,  accustomed,  too,  to  deal  in 
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ward8)ii[w,  and  tn  exercise  iwedful  ooatrol  ov« 
llie  young,  a  somenliat  fmlicMune  merchaiMliR 
to  fOTHi  the  staplf!  of  a  «t«wariUIup,  Umkud  upon 
Itis  diarge  witii  a  cooler  tliough  not  a  tcvon  eye. 
Perhaps  be  thought  tim  hntter  of  bet  that  IIm  ^ 
Piovost  sent  her  a  kiod  message  or  tiro.  ^ 

At  his  leisare,  therefore,  lie  led  Marie  to  the 
bouse  of  her  father,  and  afterwards,  when  be  waa 
vttU  osnued  that  no  dangerous  troop  of  ISnglbh 
was  in  the  neighbourhood,  even  to  her  Tineyards 
and  fields  on  the  north  of  the  town,  where  Bbp 
began  to  taste  some  of  the  pleasures  of  her  Inrtb- 
right,  by  indulging  in  little  acts  am)  spwches  of 
kindness  to  hvr  vullivntor*  and  tenants.  "  Ob, 
if  sli*  migltt  but  i^njoy  tier  own  Itonie  and  those 
livhU  (w  she  could  picture  to  iiisrself  th«  enjoy- 
ment of  them* !"  but  when  slie  suffered  lienelf 
to  indulge  in  the  wish,  it  was  too  soon  clicked  by 
the  convKtion  that  she  must  be  far  indeed  from 
its  accomplishment. 

Ono  office  of  kindness  Jacques  Boucher  bad 
kwt  no  time  in  performing.  Early  the  naxl 
morning  aAcr  Mariu  had  token  up  \wt  rvstdraw* 
at  his  Wu«i-,  iiL-  proposed  to  deHpatch  a  nwicnngcr 
to  the  rourt,  empowered  to  treat  of  the  sum  whkti 
Marin  would,  under  tiie  name  ofa  fine  for  ward- 
ship, pay   for  Iter   ranaom.     A   priest,  whose 
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Htudiis  in  the  inw  were  not  bi«t  oiily  secular  avo- 
cation, but  whose  mace  hatt  nouietitutta  made 
itself  ielt  upuii  lti»d«  wliicli  hi«  |>reacluag  would 
little  have  dlKturlxil,  cxpKted  a  canoary  in  the 
duke's  gilt,  oitd  knew  iio  reudicr  -vny  to  makf 
hitDEelf  sure  of  it  titan  bjr  undertaking  an  em- 
imasf  for  the  treasurer.     He  was  mounted  od  a 
tnul«,  poorly  clad,  for  poverty  waa  tlie  beet  safe- 
^Buurd  in  those  daiigerouM  times,  and  desjiatclied 
^■t>Clitnon,with  instructiom,  if  possible,  to  make 
^KK  of  hi«  cliaratrter  with  the  king  himi^^lf,  should 
^^l*  TreraoiuUe  prove  deaf  to  his  o0er«. 

Marie  watched  Uirough  tint  dreadinl  Wi^niM- 

day  witJi  a  palpitating  heart,  but  uo  adverse 

mesEcnger  arrived,  and  Alain  Uubey  kindly  s«ul 

^Uo  her  in  tlie  evening  to  mj  UiHt  all  was  yet 

^Kont  ou  tlie  pail  of  1a  Trcmouillc     Another 

^Knd  another  day,  and  conRilenee  began  to  sue- 

^^eed   to   hope.     Jaci^ues   Boucher's   reAections 

were  agreeable  at  least  in  one  fwrlirulur;  lie 

prided  himEelf  on  lax  own  tsagauity,  above  oil  in 

Ids  choice  of  agents,  and  hu  chuckled  over  tlie 

idea  tlinl  (he  priuiit  would  lay  iwine  ruh  or  put 

some  bait  in  tJke  Cliiunberlain's  way,  and  I»c  did 

not  like  Marie  the  U>S3  for  tlie  castles  she  gave 

himocrasiontobui]d,a9tohiBownsuccee8iul  in- 

crfttrciicc. 


UrM 


JOAItf  OF  ARC, 

The  days  fUnuMt  amounted  to  wMk«;  allcMne*! 
aa  liappy  and   peacei'ul  b   JacqueR  Bouchior'i 
twxtBe  as  it'  no  one  liad  any  thing  m  appnlwod. 
True,  llial  every  morning  somi-  iww  niitiour  was 
spread  ot'  Engliati  aggression  oa  the  Imlplese,  or 
success ugoins I  Uu-  i<^trongi>st .  Jui^ittu  fell  to  tbeir 
urms  AtUr  Utr<re  day*'  >>oge,  and  they  ent«r«d 
ChAU-aiint!urvrithoutoppo«ition.    It  was  Dvidcat^ 
to  the  troa&urer,  an  to  all  who  directed  the  publJo^ 
afiairs  of  the  city,  that  the  time  fur  tJieir  i 
exortJons  was  at  liund,  and  they  wore  diligi'nl  \ 
but  Javquec  Boudier  was  oooti^Dt  witli  tite  pre* 
cautionR  (Imt  wi^re  t«ken,  ojid  Um  earnest  mea- 
•urca  of  dofvi>cv  that  were  in  active  progren  t  lw^| 
oftvn  went  fortti  to  direct  or  to  cunnilt  with 
oUii'ro,  but  he  made  tlK'ir  n-Knlvu*  and  their  deeds  | 
matters  of  congratulation  mtlier  than  alurm  to^ 
his  family. 

It  is  true  that,  amidst  hi*  domestic  and  public  | 
responsibi lilies,  be  became  more  and  more  anx-  . 
ious  that  Marie  should,  of  Wr  own   accord,  or^ 
through  some  composition,   depart.     He  HttltJ 
wished  to  add  to  his  anxieties  tJie  cmre  of  one  ^ 
niore  helpless  being  during  the  trial  for  which 
they   were   preparing,   but  she  answered   bim 
always  Tvith  an  humble  finunees,  which  furi>iwle 
bis  urging  her  sliarply,     Site  appealed  to  hts, 
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ho«pitality,  ant)  nevtr  niloiml  a  qu«8tion  tu  t» 
tior  own  preference  of  meeting  all  rather  than 
returning  to  tht!  hearttosa  tyranny  of  l^a  Tremou- 
illc.  She  bocanw*,  too,  more  and  more  en- 
d«a»d  to  hi»  wifr.  Hor  wilfuln#>t«  extended  no 
jot  furthiT  than  a  prrtty  obstinate  self-defence ; 
titie  brought  the  latest  news  of  the  court,  and 
could  relate  tbecn  with  spirit  and  the  satire 
of  quick  observation;  she  could  l^aeh,  to  the 
young  Charlotte,  Madame  Boucher's  only  and 
beloved  daughter,  the  newest  songs  and  the  moat 
appn>vr«l  dances,  and  in  embroidery  s)ie  wa»  n 
paiot«r.  While  Marie  sang  or  paced  the  stately 
measure  with  her  young  pupil,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult tfl  say  which  of  the  thrt- e  felt  most  pUuued, 
the  mother  in  grateful  pride,  the  daughter  in  tier 
glowing  vanity,  at  thus  gaining  the  start  of  all  her 
provincial  competitor*,  urthe  young  instructress 
in  tlie  exercifte  of  lier  womanly  jiatranage. 

'ITie  house  in  whii.-h  they  lived,  too,  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  In  the  city,  pleasantly 
situated  near  to  the  Renard  Gate,  which  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  north-western  wall.  Its  teadit, 
higher  than  the  ramparts,  commanded  views  of 
extent  and  beauty.  To  the  left,  as  you  faced  the 
wall' of  Uie  town,  the  broad  magnificent  Loire, 
winding  its  way  for  milet  through  a  rich  land, 
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cnramed  princijiall;  vitli  forests  on  Jta  sootli 
bank  of  Sologiio,  tliougli  «r«n  bnc  many 
many  a.  field  «nd  vimyaid  b*d  betn  doancl 
tlie  axe,  ami  bounded  on  tite  northern  shoiv  i 
BeauM  by  aii  uniiit«rTupted  sueceoion  nf  cult 
VBted  riohea.     Hi^'ht  before  yoa  waa  a  In 
KNne  suburb,  dattLxl  witli  the  ^^anlen-houaes  i 
the  richer  citixen&,  with  hfwpitaU  and  mar 
ries,  and  all  such  buildings  as  claimed  tome  ex~ 
tent  of  spuco  fur  theniselras  ;  and  over  these,  t 
the  right,  among  other  dtvieions  of  beautif 
landscape,  Marie  couki  behold  h«r  own 
••talc.    Behind,  to  the  east,  was  tha  eitj,  wit 
its  noble  tower*  and  spires ;  and  tlw 
was  compli>t«d  as  you  cnughC  siglit  of  the  Loiro 
again  over  tli«  houses  to  th«  soutJt,  with  the 
bridge,  Ihv  Tourclks,  und  tho  Kuburb  of  Portonau 
across  Uw  riv*r,  near  wliicli  tlic  ground . 
cleaiad  from  the  wood  and  cultivated. 

It  was  hvro.  on  tlwr  Rt)i  of  October,  that 
began  tu  be  iiistnioti.'d,  in  n  mantior  nwra  imprna-^ 
MV4!  tlmii  wordt,  of  tW  mtarappRHiclioftlMwar. 
Jar(]ues  BDUchrr  bad  sudtlimly  been  calli*il  from 
Ills  house,  and  luul  tcurctljr  departH,  wbm  tha 
torsln  rang  out  froin  th^  bcJlVy  of  St.  Fieri* 
TEmimnt,  and  tite  trumpet  •call  began  to  ba 
heard  in  tlie  atraetd. 
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"Tlte  Eagikh!  tlw  Eoglisli  !*'  <>xdiiime() 
Madame  Boucher,  as  each  faoe  loukcil  to  ber's 
for  explanatioa,  and  she,  her  daugliter,  ami 
Uarie,  with  intemt  lees  easily  repelled  tlum 
i«ar,  ascended  to  the  leatb. 

But  iiear  the  part  of  the  town  which  they 
conuoanded,  no  foe  appeared.  Soon  tlw  numbers 
were  Be«D  coming  in  over  the  bridge,  and  these 
agnin  moAe  way  lor  the  lung  liup  uf  horsemen, 
who,  undt^T  the  oniiinand  t>f  Raoul  de  Gaiicourt 
and  his  ecconiU,  |iiUMxl  on  through  tlte  gate  on 
the  hither  fidv,  the  buln'arfc  in  tlie  middle  of  the 
bridge,  and  then  through  the  archway  of  the 
TnurelW.  But  gliinpsi^  hrr i;  and  tliere  of  their 
hannt>ra  could  Ijl-  caugtit  hetwt-en  tbo  many  fort* } 
when  tliey  eniftxgi'd  in  the  utroi't*  of  Portereau, 
they  were  for  a  time  morv  iMi»ily  trucfHl,  tlK'n 
tltey  were  lost  in  the  wood  and  die  ntore  iliHtant 
buiUlingB  of  St.  Marfeati.  Vor  aoine  hours,  the 
unnrlain  expectation  of  the  event  was  unalle. 
viatsd  by  any  intdligencsj  then  the  watcliers 
again  caught  sight  (^  tike  returning  line,  and 
■oon  some,  well  mounted,  dashed  across  the 
bridge  into  the  town. 

In  a.  few  minut4,-»  Jacques  Bouctier  rejoined 
them.  "  The  work  it  b^gun  in  earnest  now," 
he  BOid ;  "  the  English  hud  taken  a  position  at 
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Olivet,  and  were  come  up  to  the  bam«re  uf  St. 
Uar^-eau,  but  xUty  ur«  repulsed^  and  witli  want 
loss,  and  are  retreating,  to  cro«s  Uw  bridg*  ot 
Meun  aod  rejoin  tlicir  coitipanioo*  there." 

"  't'liey  are    gune,  then  P"   asked  Aladi 
Boucher  anxiounly. 

'*  For  Die  tiaie,"  replied  the  treasiurer  drilj 
but  lie  changed  Us  manner  immediately.  "  Vos, 
tlip)'  nro  gono,  and,  if  they  must  rotum,  I  hope 
tiwy  will  nioct  witli  lliior  nxwptiou  of  to<daj  t" 

"  Ami>n !"  crk-d  sh«,  and  all  rv[)«ut«d   lior 
<>ja£ulatioD. 

Thui  reanured  for  the  present,  Alarie  wu 
excited  rattier  than  terrified.  She  bad  the  con- 
solation of  thinking  that  tJie  detachments  of 
Knglish  were  at  least  as  formidable  to  her  fofs 
uut^ide  the  walls  a£  to  her  friends  within,  ai>d 
uhe  was  almost  unc'hnritublvvnough  to  hope  lltat 
Aitdr^  Bescltard  aod  his  parly  might  have  fallen 
in  with  eotne  smli  u<lv<^titurc.  Hight  and  forty 
hours  after,  tlie  evvning  of  Sunday,  the  lOlli  of 
the  nMnth,  for  histoiy  now  bids  u*  to  notaco  th« 
datM)  the  prieat  rvturnnd.  He  hud  made  good 
t\itvi.  in  spite  of  all  diHkultius,  but  it  bad 
nwded  much  of  hia  quickness  and  precaution  t^^ 
accumjilish  bis  journey  in  safety.  jH 

Uet  us  n-meuiber,  before  we  proceed  to  bit 
relation,  the  situation  of  the  towns  on  that  pnrli 


THE  HArn  or  oblrana. 


53 


of  thi;  Loin;  as  to  tl>e  ivspecti^'o  parties,  and  it 
will  1)0  t^vn  th»t  it  wue  no  tmsy  mutter  to  Uiread 
a  clear  way  botvwcn  them.  T\w  iwxt  town*  to 
Um  w«st  fVoiii  Orleans,  oii  the  north  bank,  were 
Meun  niul  Beaugoitci,  both  strongly  fortified  a* 
to  their  caatl«:i,  both  having  bridgea  aoro»  the 
river,  both  on  the  high  road  between  Orlvans 
and  Blob,  and  both  ia  poese^oa  of  the  Kngliiili. 
As  Blots  had  still  a  tulerab)]-  safe  communication 
with  Tours,  Chinon,  Lociies,  and  Bourges,  tlus 
formed  the  sort  of  frontier  town  of  the  com- 
pact circle  in  Touraine,  Berry,  and  PoHou,  which 
was  still  under  Cbarles'sdominion.  >?ec«6city  had, 
th^-mfore,  eatabUahed  two  t-ommunicationB  with 
Orleans,  not  very  direct  or  usual,  ooe  by  avoiding 
3Ieun  and  Beaugenci  on  the  north  bonk,  keeping 
more  away  from  the  rirer  on  w)ii<:li  they  were 
seated,  t)ie  other  by  crwising  tho  britlgc  at  Blots, 
to  thf  xMilhrm  bonk,  and  »o  api^roaching  by  thn 
suburb  of  Purti-ntiu  ;  but  t)i«  Inte  conqtiests  of 
th«  Kngti»h  on  tliattiidH,  especially  of  Cler}',  not 
a  little  interfer«tl  with  itii  safety. 
f  The  priest  had  taken  the  north  «ide,  but  he 
%irrived  exhausted  with  the  more  than  usual  rir- 
cuit  be  had  sometimes  been  obliged  to  make  to 
avoid  the  many  detachments  whii-h  were  strBg- 
gtiog  in  his  path. 
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But  to  his  giic<:ose.  H«  had  Dvgotiikti^il  wiOi 
I<a  Tn>niouillu  in  vain  ;  the  Graud  Chunbcrliiia'a 
]>ri<le  wna  hurt  by  the  report  of  hU  urv«nt,  luid 
ho  WOK  evidently  determined  tu  wreak  liis  anger 
OQ  ber  whom  he  believed  to  bo  »till  within  ItU 
jiuwer.  Tbe  pricat  had  even  contrivi^Kl  Ut  guJn  a 
few  momenta'  audinooe  of  the  king,  nnd  lind  lo 
far  prevailed,  as  he  tbotight,  upon  tlio  good- 
natured  monarch,  tluit  La  Treniuuille  wuutd  be 
])ersuaded  by  huii  to  give  up  the  harsher  {lart  of 
lus  claims,  or  tliat  lie  would  be  reftised  tl>eir 
fumial  ratification.  Hi;  had  also  succeeded  in 
bribing  one  of  the  Grand  ('lianiberlam's  valets, 
from  wliotn,  though  he  could  purclmse  no  inflo- 
eoce,  Ihi  managed  to  learn  from  time  tu  time  tht 
state  of  tlw  affair. 

LaTremouilte,  whohad  greater  points  to 
tt  Uie  moment,  hatl,  on  the  first  slight  e. 
waived  tlie  consideration  of  tliis  on<i  for  a  will 
an<l  hud  not  pressed  hi*  Kuit ;  hut  at  length  hhl 
muru  imiiurtiuit  object*  being  gained,  Itc  hod,  in 
one  of  titow  nwmonts  of  intimacy,  dangerotu 
idways  to  their  subjects  when  kinjr<  bestow  tli 
upon  unworthy  favourites,  persuaded  his  sovi 
r<-ign  (hat  all  Ute  ubc  he  meant  to  make  of 
AjU  power  was  to  terrify  tbe  girl,  for  having 
illegally  racUtod  his  control,and  that  it  would  be 
wmk  to  mflirr  tlio  king's  dmd  to  be  caoc«llei 
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it  could  at  l«B£t  be  sltown  that  it  could  be 
iforcenl,  aiul  that  »w:h  autboritf  wae  ulwiadonecL 
as  a  matter  of  great  &vour.  Ue  ur|;ed  more  seri- 
oasAy  a  word  or  two  ss  to  th*  roy«l  [KW^r  be- 
oomiiigascoS'to  t>uiOrk-annoi«,witiiwhom  it  was 
niost  neceaaar^-  tlmt  it  sliould  be  held  aacred.  In 
,  Charles,  lialf  persuade  and  lialfimportuiMKl 
to  compliance,  had  exjmUted  tbe  formal  docu- 
iCRt. 

.It  b  waroely  nec^sEary  to  dw«U  upon  the 
effect  of  mch  a  cgtnmimication.  The  femalv 
part  of  the  houecliold  tpent  half  the  night  in 
tcani  and  coiiKulUitiune equally  uselees ;  Ja<.-qu»i 
unher  dcsirwl  the  priest  on  his  way  homcwnrd 
to  relate  th«  »lury  to  the  Provost,  and,  indrwi, 
after  a  littlt;  thought,  took  his  hat  and  cloak  and 
followDd  to  theChhtelet  him*elf,buthc  returned 
iUiout  any  iotelligence  that  he  waa  derirous  to 
eommunivatc,  and  spent  some  time  raueiiig  In 
aadoest  on  the  event,  tit}  had  learned  more  of 
tlve  daracter  of  Marie,  aj»d  found  tliat  lier 
mper,  though  quick,  was  gentle,  grateful,  and 
tionatt! ;  and  that  she  wan  a*  much  of  the 
lOn  and  ac  little  of  tliv  heruino  us  his  own 
wife  and  daughter,  with  wltoin  imper<-eptibly 
lie  Imd  begun  to  associate  her  in  his  family 
le.     He  even  talked  witli  Kichard  about  the 
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ftnuBiahuteoB  of  Ute  caw,  but,  wt>en  tbe  : 
propoied  renctanca  or  a  furUi«r  flight,  be 
obliged  to  remind  him  Uiat  tlie  word  of  Abun 
Dubey  aiid  liin  own  uautiou  liad  been  giwji  for 
MarieV  appearanoe  and  submiasion,  and  tltot 
neither  must  be  tbrfeitud. 

The  next  daj  and  the  morning  after  were  an 
anxious  and  unhappy  wat4:h  until  tbvj-  had 
passed  tbe  dinner-hour,  tiie  pauee  giving  tulum 
of  Ui(]  privsl's  diligoDcv  ;  at  lenglii  a  muMenger 
anivod  from  Uie  CliAtcIet.  Jac^iu»  Boucher, 
who  liud  d<!»irud  to  bo  quiotly  inforiiu><)  of  such 
an  occurrence,  returned  witli  him,  aitd  about  an 
hour  afterwards,  then  nuarly  two  in  tbe  aA^r^ 
noon,  came  back  to  his  own  bouse,  ominously  ae^^ 
vompouied  by  Andrii  Beschard.  ^ 

Marie  looked  piteousjy  round  when  she  heard 
tlte  Dews  wliich  must  be  already  anticipated  ^| 
eympathy  slie  received  fruni  all,  but  assJstODCaS 
or  consolation  none  liad  to  offer,     Richard  bit " 
his  lip  indignantly,  and  would  gladly  have  duw 
battle  wiUi  ber  captor,  hut  he  was  altw  a 
nonrr  on  parole  and  now  unarmed.     Ancird  Biw| 
chanl  would  give  neither  to  thuir  sorrows 
their  preparations  more  tluui  an  hour;  lu) 
detvnniiMid  to  rcadi  Bloii  that  night,  anil  bia 
ewort,  wliicli,  in  compliance  witli  tiio  Provoft't 
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orders,  ha«t  remained  withoot  in  the  miburb  of 
Piittereau,  w«re  all  waiting  in  their  sadilW 
ready  for  the  return. 

The  frimds  ende»vouivd  to  iiitfet  as  well  a» 
tliey  could  the  neoeesity  they  coul<l  not  avoid. 
Marie  at  lengtli  became  subdued  and  silent. 
Madutnc  Bow;Ikt  had  suggested  an  apipeal  to 
the  king;  the  priest  had  been  again  sent  fur,  and 
it  had  been  agr^id  that  lie  should  accompany 
them  as  n  more  fit  companion  for  their  charge. 
^t  Istt,  bjr  a  little  afl«r  three  o'clock,  all  mu 
n-acly ;  the  prieat  was  on  the  back  of  hi»  excel- 
lent ambiiug  mule,  Andri'  held  the  utirrup  for  hio 
fair  prisoner,and  Uichard  Mte sulkily  on  a  sorry 
liorae  in  tlie  rear,  meditating  if  he  might  with 
honour  eflcape  from  the  custody  of  his  eacort, 
and,  if  he  oould.  of  what  service  his  freedom 
might  be  rendered  to  his  mistreM.  The  adieus 
had  been  spoken,  good  wialtM  and  prayers  had 
been  ejaculated,  and  Slarie  had  summontHl 
firmness  enough  to  alFurd  no  spectacle  of  sorrow 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Orleans,  and  give  no  tlieme 
of  Jest  or  triumph  to  her  companions;  all  was 
ready  for  departure,  when  tliey  were  aroosod  by 
tlie  noise  of  universal  commotion,  mid  a  loud 
huzza  rang  down  the  street. 

'•  Vivw  Maitrc  Jenn  1"  crietl  a  hundred  voicea. 
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and  "  Sueoees  to  tlte  good  culvem !"  and  in  « 
minute  the  mob  and  the  object  of  its  pmlae  caiM 
in  dght.  A  ebort,  quick,  meny-^yed,  round*' 
faced  man  in  a  bos'  ccat,  and  a  cap  gallantly 
stuck  on  one  side  of  his  head,  and  adorned  will) 
a  handsome  svarlet  feather,  sate  across  n  culverin, 
thft  carriage  of  which  was  drawn  by  at  IsHt 
thirty  men,  and  followed  by  many  mora,  bcndMlS 
boys  and  women,  shouting  and  talking.  lo^ 
front  of  him,  a»tridtt  of  Uii>  gun,  was  a  fine  Aiir- 
haired  boy,  of  about  t«n  yean  of  ago,  a  minia- 
lur«  copy  of  iiis  father,  in  hii<  gay  hold  coUDtei- 
nance,  and  aii  imitation  of  liim  in  Ids  dren. 
Maitre  Jean  ever  and  anoo  patted  liim  on  the 
head,  and  in  a  true  parenlat  style  suffered  )nni 
not  to  lose  the  moral  of  the  scene  :  — "  You  see, 
my  §on,"'  said  he,  "  to  what  honours  a  true  aim 
will  bring  a  man — it  may  be  that  in  this  eye  of 
minf!  lies  the  iiafHy  of  this  gooii  town  of  OrlMiw. 
Lot  this  t«acli  tliee  the  road  to  Iionuur,  to  which, 
if  tbou  wantMta  fair  path,  depend  on  it  ncithiiig  . 
will  make  tltee  a  clearer  rood  than  aculvi-rin,"  fl 

**  Right  good  sense,"  criml  a  citism  nwir  htm. 
"  'fills  is  what  will  giv«  the  Bnglislt  (heir 
puddit^  when  Ihey  do  come  !  Viva  Maitro  Jean  I 
Vim  Lonaine !  the  lingltsh  like  heavy  food, 
let  US  see  if  they  can  digest  his  iron  pills.     Come 
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on   to  Uw   tower  of  Ndtre  Dftme  tie  R«couv> 
nuKel" 

..f  The  Engliahr  asked  JocquM  Buuclwr  of 
the  speaker;  "titeti  tlwjr  will  bclv«g\M.T  u«  in 
earnest  now  I ' ' 

Maitre  Jean  liimsett'  dedu^iided  from  his  car  of 
fomcwliut  pmnature  triumph,  and  appruached 
th«  lix-usiirpr.  *'  They  are  coming,  sir,  they  are 
conitnfi;,  aniJ  even  now  the  citieenB  are  going 
out  to  put  ill  practk*  tlw  d«CT«M  of  th«  magw- 
ttaoy.  1lKy  an;  levelling  tlie  churdi  of  tiie  Au- 
guttiiua  in  Fort^reeu,  for  on  tliat  tido  tiio  kiouU 
tell  us  tliat  Salisbury  is  approaching  with  tut 
army  of  Eiiglutli,  as  strong  antl  as  wick«d  u.* 
ever  brought  misery  and  ruiu  into  our  beautiful 
PiaDce!" 

"So!  so!"  said  Jots^ues  Boucher,  and  as 
lie  apoke  ho  looktitl  round  upon  ull  Im  own 
par^  to  see  tliu  vffvd  it  nii^lit  liavc  on  Ihom. 
The  pricsl  raw  Ui«  reiuxMi  uf  tliis  inquiry,  and 
instantly  afii-ctml  [iM>r«  fi-ar  ttian  he  fell. 

'*I  know,"  Im>  Kaid,  "it  i«  my  duty  as  tt 
christian  man  not  to  l<-ave  thi«  pour  girl  in  Iter 
peril,  wliich  now  appraiit  to  bu  doubly  iinoiini>nt, 
but  no  teas  a  survicu  should  takv  me  outside  the 
walls  uf  Orlt-ans  Uiis  afUmoun  ;  tr\i.'  that  the 
English  Eomctimfls  take  it  into  tinnr  lieads  to 
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spare  Uto  cl«i^  if  tbejr  ar«  jiassing  peacmbly 
Iheir  way,  and  tlie  damsel  may  bo  put  to  litrnu- 
»oiu,  but  for  such  rarlete  as  they  miglit  tokuwii 
us,  it  tG  strange  bow  little  tbey  priio  xudi  ti 
I  liav«  knuwn  them  strung  up  like  dog«, 
ttu!  captains  buvv  bovn  n  littJe  out  of  tt^mper/' 

Tiwre  wanted  not  instouve*  of  cruelty  to  badt 
tltU  awfcrliun  ;  utid,  a»  report,  and  that  of  a  vic- 
torious and  \mU'<i  i^nany,  never  diinint<i)ie»  tiie 
truth,  all  present  put  implicit  faith  in  it. 

TW  pric6t  looked  slily  up  into  Andr^  Beschard'e 
hue.  Hv  tliuu  turned  au  intelligent  glance  to 
Muitiv  Jean,  who  had  no  <^jection  to  help  an 
old  oo(]Uttinliuioe,  ns  the  prieet  wa&,  to  a  small 
matter,  altliougb  it  might  savour  of  exaggeratian. 

"  It  in  wrong  to  call  tiic  English  cannihalfl/'ntd 
tlie  gunner;  "  doubtless,  but  of  all  your  curious 
torturers,  conunoud  dm  to  iin  E[igli»hnuui,  ospv- 
cially  whan  he  geta  ttioso  into  liis  handii  ttiat  haw 
no  gold  to  give  him  for  tlieir  lives." 

"  But  if  one  U  well  accompanied ;  for  insbiiKi;,' 
tku  0Mon.  of  twelve,"  said  Aodr^,  with  nana 
liaritatiun, 

*'  Just  eiraugh  to  irritate,  but  not  to  resist:  b 
iloubtlesj  you  h»v«  good  plunder  among  you 
buy  off  your  lives,  shuuhl  you  njoct  with  any 
Salisbury's  men?"  a»kin\  Mftltre  Jean. 
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"  AfewcrownsfortntT^ggcharges,"  replied 
Atutr^.  "  Who  ever  knew  of  a  few  crowns  paying 
Bogli^  hottt?  Vou  an>  a  toave  companion !  When 
au  army  is  otivaiKing,  tiie  chu»ci»,  to  be  luiv, 
are  Wu  lo  one  agaiubt  you  if  jou  take  Hm  direc- 
tion full  in  its  teeth." 

-^  It  is  a  strange  roercy  that  they  overtoidc  us 
not :  we  must  have  been  jiiat  before  them,"  ob- 
_.wrved  Andr^  with  a  shudder. 

"  Yea,  escapes  make  folks  venCuroiu,"  re{^ed 
the  gunner;  "but  you  are  a  tnie  Frenchman  j 
you  love  adventure,  and  great  will  be  your  glor)- 
if  you  bring  off  hali'  your  detaohment  with  you. 
Adieu.  VtTB  le  courage  I  ootbing  like  it,  to  live 
merrily  or  die  gaily  I" 

"  Vive:  k'  cuuntge  1  vivo  Jean  I"  >hout«d  the 
mob,  and  th«  goniwr  remounted  his  soat,  and 
was  borne  away  in  triumph. 

"  That  is  tlie  best  shot  in  France,'"  aaid  Jactjues 
Boucher,  drily. 

^  I  hope,  if  we  are  to  have  a  brush  with  the 
English,  ttiat  1  may  be  armed,"  said  Richard. 
"  If  I  am  to  die  like  a  dc^,  I'd  tain  shew  my 
teeth  firnt,  at  all  events" 

"  The  youth*3  request  is  fair,"  said  Javque* 
Boucher;    "but    by    St.  Aignan.   with  those 
;liiili  so  near,  it  is  time  for  every  man  in 
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Orl«an3  to  bestir  hinweirt  Malm  Andi^  Bim- 
chard,  you  will  <io  wi^ll  b>  wt  forwsrd  »t  uni^ 
[lUt  as  much  dietanoe  an  ymi  nui  botwmn  ,vo4ir- 
ttelves  Olid  the  «iiiemy,  ainl  look  you,  sir,  thnt  m- 
lu  well  ae  Iho  Orarul  Chamtwrtain  ehaJl  hoUl  you 
ivspundblw  fur  lliw  mfi-ty  iif  your  cliarga,  rinw 
you  think  fit,  against  our  opinion,  to  talm  Imt 
with  you  at  tJiU  amo." 

"  1  Mhiill  hanlly  meH  tlio  Bnglith  in  thu  ImUi 
if  thoy  oonw  by  tlm  loutln^m  bank,**  raid  Aiidn». 
"  W«  mvA  taint  thr  rood  by  tW  aide  of  Mnun 
and  Beeug«noi.'* 

"  Wlitch  we  are  fortunate  if  we  GimI  cWr,  Tlio 
day  before  ywterdHy,  I  know  that  many  huadriNlt 
ofmcn  werQuponit;  butdoubtleas  youknowtho 
country  well,  bimI  how  to  avokl  tliein,"  aaid  the 
priest. 

"  Not  I,  by  my  troth  !"  exctaitned  Andre. 

Marie,  anxious  as  vlw  wiu,  oouM  liunlty  rcfniin 
from  enjoying  tlie  still  mon*  obvious  ptir[>loxity 
of  her  gtmnl. 

"  If  your  opinion  bo  m  strong  againtt  Uw  mu 
ttrpriw " 

"  What  is  my  opinion,  against  that  nf  a  piac- 
tise<l  master  of  the  art  of  BtiaUigttn  ?  for  sitdi 
only  could  La  TremouUI«  Mnd  on  his  wrandi 
at  such  titura  as  tii^sA,  wttli  voturan  wairion  in 
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ilk  train,  that  would  cart  themMlvcs  between 
their  charge  and  danger,  a«  if  tiwy  ticld  their 
lives  for  no  other  purpose." 

"  Tlierp  ia  not  one  of  the  raacols,"  replied 
Andn^  "  that  ever  *aw  the  cobur  of  his  own  Uood, 
unliMs  it  cume  from  his  noee  on  a  hot  day ;  EUid 
for  my  stnilaginn,  to  eey  the  truth,  I  am  more 
used  to  munihal  a  table  fairly,  tjian  a  oompaoy 
ID  tiie  fivld." 

"  Well,  thun,"  continued  the  treasurer,  "h  u 
titc  brtivvr  for  radi  u  man  to  risk  himself  in  an 
unaocuiftuinod  udvrnturc ;  it  ehewt  a  faithful  fol- 
lower to  ilo  UK  much  fur  his  lord.  But  we  keep 
you,  and  we  would  not  a»id  to  your  perils,  which, 
asj-ou  must  know,  are  imminent  enough  already." 

"  U  might  bo  wise,"  saUl  Andr£  »hcei>i»hly, 
"  to  wait  for  lii«  morrow,  uiid,  under  prtiRiise  that 
tlie  maiden  should  still  be  forthcoraing,  we  might 
at  all  events  avoid  the  rashness  of  incurring  any 
unnecessary  danger.  It  is  Itttle  pleasure  that 
our  deatln  would  do  to  our  master  or  to  any 
ooe  but  these  rascally  Islanders,  wlm  ought  to 
make  sport  with  nothing  but  tlR>ir  own  bull- 
dogs, or  tear  each  other  to  pk-a-e  hke  tliem. 
By  tlie  masa^  it  is  do  imall  wonder  that  we  did 
not  meet  with  them  cooling  hitlier;  it  were  ra^ 
to  give  them  a  second  chance." 
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**  Are  we  to  await  your  pleasure,  sir,  for  anu- 
therltour?"  asked  tlie  tn-smrvr's  wife  witli  toat* 
dignity.  "Melhinks  you  miglit  easily  inako  up 
your  miiMJ.  If  you  are  rcckle«a  euuugli  to  spiU 
f^Dur  own  blood,  mvtliinka  you  should  liardly  put 
tills  noblu  maid«ti's  in  peril,  wliom  you  were 
Milt  to  guard,  iiot  expose  to  dan^r." 

Never  was  angry  speecli  eo  grocioualy  re- 
ceived as  tills  by  Aodr^ :  lie  caught  at  the  hbt 
with  visible  gratitude,  which  enablvd  Mro  h> 
throw  Ilia  own  fears  oh  other  personB'  shoulden. 

"  Now  all  tlie  Saints  forbid,"  exclaimed  Uw 
varlet,  '*  that  I  aliould  have  to  answer  lor  tny 
harm  done  to  this  youi^  lady  tn  my  company  1 
U  apiK'ar«  ctvarly  tltat  1  Iiave  beto  hMulxtrong 
and  ru«h  in  llie  wrvice  of  my  master,  a*  wlut 
true  follower  is  not ;  I'm  sure.  1  thought  not  of 
my  own  ditnger !" 

"  Or  thou  wouldst  nerer  liave  encountwad  i 
said  iIk*  privst  in  a  wtiispcr. 

"  llMiovxt  mctlw  more  to  take  such  coi 
aa  is  ofiert^  by  tliis  no)>lo  dame,"  omtinuad 
Andr^.  "  and  not  suffer  my  zeal  to  plunge  others 
in  peril ;  I  nonfesE  myself  persuaded — partly 
by  policy,  and  partly  by  oompassion.  I  will; 
ride  to  my  company  at  Purtereau.  If  there 
this  danger,  tlH'y  cliould  eoroe  wiUiin  tlio  town. 
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"The  Provort  has  forbWJen  that,"  rupiied 
the  treasurer,  "  on  account  of  Uioir  previous  con* 
duct :  if  in  the  night  Xht^.  matter  flu>ul(l  be  ini- 
min«nl,  such  urmuicl  retainers  will  prov«  a  good 
part  (if  an  advanced  j^anl,  and  Ui<-y  will  then 
be  adniiltMl  at  the  gat««,  if  iitiod  be.  For  your- 
self, you  are,  of  course,  at  liberty  to  stay  within 
the  walls,  though  you  will  probably  think  it  part 
of  th«  duty  of  a  captain  to  look  to  the  safety  of 
your  men." 

"  I  will  take  mch  order,«ir,  as  should  be  taktMi," 
repliwl  An<Ir<.'. 

"  IJoubtiess,"  n*joined  Jacques  Boucher,  "you 
will  exercise  a  safe  discretion." 

**  If  that  order  be  not  to  take  good  care  of 
himaelf,  and  leave  the  reat  to  do  as  th^y  may,  I 
would  my  face  might  turn  as  blauk  as  l))at 
craven'*  I"  whittpor^nl  Riciiard  tolhe  priest.  The 
other  only  looked,  and  gave  a  sign  of  silence  in 
reply. 

'*  I  take  your  won!  once  more,  for  Uie  maidi^i's 
safety  and  eubmistiion  to  the  law,"  taUl  Andr^. 
"  You  (bull  hear  from  ine  wlien  our  coufm-  may 
be  better  asoertained ;  I  will  take  couitMU  with 
my  comrade*," 

"  Now  Heaven  and  St.  Euvi^rte  w-nd  that 
every  one  of  them  be  but  half  »uch  a  coward  a» 
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thys^f !"  ejaculated  the  priest,  as  Andr< 
away,  an<l  look  a  mtnewhat  fearful  iourtmy  i 
across  the  bridge  into  the  suburb  of  Porter 

"  Hud  il  bH-R  as  much  with  itijr  will  am  it 
Bgaimt  it,"  cotitiiiuiN.1  tbv  cooon  lu  prospM-t,  '^ 
wuukl  lia^v  k<l  UbMi*  ft-Uow*  safe  enuugh  Uj  Ult 
bjr  [lus  DortJi  tide  of  ttie  rircr  througb  B«na( 
yM  avoiding  the  town*,  out  of  the  vnij-  of  EngliJ 
bills  cHT  lances.  Now  the  Virgin  »end  Utat 
of  tbem  know  the  road  aa  well  as  1  do  '." 

All  were  ready  enough  to  smile  at  Uie  \n 
He,  Marie,  and  Kichard,  dismounted  witli  a  vm; 
diSvrent  alacrity  from  that  they  bad  shown  for 
dopurture.  Mudiunu  Boucher  and  licr  <limglitw 
kMiderly  vmbrucud  Alarin;  and  Uie 
tvvn  before  lie  pruvcodud  ou  his  duties,  calM  I 
hit  iifU-n>o(>n')t  draught,  Uiat  the  pri«*t 
altar*'  in  his  huspitMhty. 

"  Aiid  wilt  thou  really  almre  in  our  long  aad 
imminent  danger,  instead  of  one  tliat  ia  inoiv 
quickly  passed  and  less  certain]"  asked  Iw  of 
Marie,  "  lather  tlian  go  back  to  this  husbaotl  of 
La  Tremouille's  choosing?" 

"  bet  Uw-m  kwp  me  from  tiim,and  the 
will  nut  be  my  wont  foes  after  all,"  repli* 
intidM.    **  1  shall  be  glad  to  owe  Uiat  tlianks 
aven  to  lliem.'* 
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Alas!   chiltl,"  mid  tlM  tivasurer  Oiouglit- 

,  "  thou  little  know^st  what  tliou  sayKt.   The 

serpent  that  haK  benii  winding  rouod  the  liTe  of 

now   draws  hia  last   fold  tighter  aud 

tighter  for  the  final  gasp.     What  knowest  tbuu 

of  tlio  ills  of  war  or  lU  terrors  ?" 

"  I  have  eeen  and  felt  both,"  replied  the  girl, 
with  a  little  pride.  '*  I  was  with  the  Lady  of 
Bourlemont  n'luming  to  Iter  house  by  Dom- 
remy,  w)vm  lh«  Burgundians  made  an  irruption 
into  tlie  vullry  of  the  Meuse  in  Champagne; 
and,  imlecd,  hut  for  onv  hrurcr  and  nobl«r  than 
mjiwlf,  1  had  been  in  tJiMr  pwwer.  Butwhoha^ 
Mved  in  tlws  provincw*  of  Franw,  and  been  «xcmpt 
from  t3te  periU  of  the  war?" 

'•  Tlieai!  p«-tly  irrii[ition«  are  dtMilniclivH 
enough  ;  plunder,  violence,  and  murder  cantKit 
be  n'ell  made  worse ;  but  a  small  force  and  a 
short  time  disperse  such  mamuders,  if  there  be 
A  castle  to  hold  out  against  them ;  it  i«  a  diflTerent 
Uiing  when  the  power  of  Unglaud,  agisted  by 
fithte  French,  and  headed  by  the  genemls 
w)m  have  fought  under  Henry  V.,  oome  to  invest 
the  la»t  strength  of  Kram-e.  Tliey  an-,  as  tliat 
pnlc-bced  Wijuey  said,  liki^  their  owd  island 
dog«,  and  where  they  fasten,  nothing  But  death 
will  get  rid  of  tbeJr  hold." 
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As  Uiv  worthy  trcosurvr  at  this  mument  looltud' 
nund,  and  saw  that  hit  ilniigtib-r'a  &ce  gave 
token  of  no  little  fi^ar  nt  such  a  prwpect,  lie  eo 
deavoured  to  a1t<-r  hi*  tone.  "  But  cume, 
oontimt<yd,  "  they  will  mc«t  in  Orleans  with  good' 
walls,  and  tttout  liearta  and  strong  hands  to  defend 
them.  Kaoul  de  Gaucourt  is  a  brave  and  prudent 
governor,  and  niay  wc  but  see  I^a  Hire  and  Xan- 
trdlles,  and  Uie  young  slip  of  Orleans,  tliat 
cliote  rather  to  be  counted  a  boctaixl  of  that 
liouw,  than  the  le^tiinatp  son  of  a  mranor  one, 
we  might  fhcw  tlicm  again  such  «  rehtilTas 
met  with  at  Monlargis." 

"  Tlivy  nr^^  cmning  to  us,"  replied  the  pi 
"  Potun  de  Xantrailloit,  indeed,  is  liere,  and  so  is 
the  Lord  de  Villars,  that  so  long  defended  that 
town,  and  the  Marshal  d«  St.  Severe,  I'hcaulde 
dft  Vnlpergue,  the  Lombard,  and  many  others 
mid  to  be  uu  the  xrotch.  And  the  Count 
Clermont,  a  true  descendant  of  tlie  myal  house, 
let  lu  hopu  Ehnll  win  his  spare  nobly  among  u«. 
Oh,  tlifrre  i»  lifit  in  Franco  yet,  and  strength 
to  tear  off  the  enemy,  be  Itn  ncrpent  or  d*^,  i 
you  call  him,  and  beat  out  tlie  braJns  if  thero 
no  other  way  of  drawing  the  teeth."  Witli  HiH 
the  |>riest  flourished  hie  riding^rod,  wluch  wa 
yet  in  hia  hand,  as  if  ho  wished  it  were  a 
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and  the  floor  on  enemy's  skull,  wlikh  be  believed 
li^  iniglit  vmck  with  (Jio  hlunt  wvspun,  witliout 
infringing  the  kw  wliich  forbiilii  a  prictft  to  shed 
blood. 

"  I  will  Btaj  witlj  you,  for  good  or  for  evi!,  if 
tlteee  followers  of  Lia  Trpjiiouille's  will  let  me," 
said  Marie.  "  and  for  a  poor  return,  such  offices 
as  women  may  do  to  help  save  theraaelves  and 
tlieir  country,  I  will  j<Mn  in  with  my  little 
Btrength." 

"  All  our  strength  will  be  put  to  the  test," 
said  the  treaairer's  wife  as  she  hid  her  daughter's 
hce  in  her  boson],  "  but  perhaps  it  will  turn  out 
bolter  tlion  we  hope ;  we  may  have  been  only 
terrified  by  felee  rumours,  and  have  to  tliank 
Uiem  fur  keeping  you  with  us.'' 

But  it  wa«  not  ttt.  First  came  back  to  tlieni 
th«  disconitolutv  Audrtf,  on  pretence  of  giving 
eivit  infurmatioD,  but  really  for  the  chance  of  a 
little  comfort  in  his  own  most  palpable  fright, 
whi«h,  however,  Richard  and  the  priest  most 
industriously  laboured  to  augment.  He  had 
brought  tlifl  intelligence,  that  tJic  Church  of  the 
Augustins  Ksi  nearly  unroofed,  and  that  gun- 
jKiwder  had  been  applied  under  the  walls,  the 
report  of  wbicli,  heard  soon  after,  showed  that 
that  work  of  de»tructioa  was  proceeding. 
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to  t(K)l  nil*  feverish  remains  of  tho  night's  unreel, 
an<l  the  eariicGt  newe  ot' the  extent  of  their  danger. 

Pint  thwy  were  greeted  ut  tluiir  tloor  by  troc^ 
citizens,  hurrj-iug  post  to  tbe  Bseemhly, 
that  they  nu^)t  tax  thcmtdvn  fur  the 
DWewary  expenses  uf  the  propoMxl  defenoe. 
Thv  titnitl  tnider  »«lut«il  lliem,  and  hurried  by 
to  Qfier  a  ptLrt  of  his  stoak,  a»  if  hi«  lafrty  could 
be  purvhiMocI  if  In-  paid  but  &  3ufrici«nt  mte  for 
it.  N<-xt  came  u  rai»i>riy  iiuack,  rich  in  th« 
which  i^;noraDre  lays  down  at  the  sliriru- 
ofassumpdaii.iiuidc  liberal  in  the  Impe  of  saving 
still.  And  iboi  paned  Ute  honest  patriot,  giv- 
ing next  to  all  out  of  his  poverty ;  and  the  true> 
hearted  citizen,  staiwh  to  hia  trust,  and  bearing 
a  princdy  donation  in  his  liand,  that  the  poor 
might  out  too  much  stiSW  in  tlie  general  distress, 

hich  ttH>uld  come  first,  and  mo«l  fatally  to  them. 

As  the  strwt  grew  thin  at  tlie  hour  of  a«wm> 
bly,  Uari*  and  her  two  female  pompeniouit 
aM«t)d«d  the  roof.  Old  men,  women,  and  chil- 
drtn,  w«iQ  untering  or  leaving  the  crawiled 
t^hurches ;  wtae  might  be  9«eu  liogeriiig  at  the 
doors  in  cftRM»L  canv«niatton.  I'lie  wall*  went 
fill*nl  with  bu«y  occupants.  Here  the  caiiuon 
rolled  heavily  ou  tlie  rantparta ;  there  tlie  crosa- 
bi>w,  the  mangonel,  and  the  arblast,  were  fitted 
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•tation>.  Oil  tlut  to] 
KlalCre  Jean's  rctl  fmttier, 
peeprd  wijow.  ihe  parapet.     The  ixwtl  of  Chiu- 
court,  thw  grevft  uid  eldnly  gov^niw,  anticd,  til' 
hut  hi-"  h'thniM,  fur  which  hU  [iictur«>M|ti^  [tlumeil ' 
hat  wKa  mbstitutml,   roAi*,  with  mati;  »  com- 
panion  iti  shining  steel,  from  pmt  to  pnit,  €x' 
aminiug,  listening,  eucouragtrig  i  patient,  nhn; 
anil  prnud,  As  full  eolf-poMetwion,  certain  ex> 
pcmtiop,  iind    EUpr^me   dignity,  coultl    make 
hiro.    Ot})or  loaders  rodi»  through  t)i«  streets, or' 
puced  lliP  rtmpftrUjOr  pKssfcl  u(tok  Ihe  bri<Ige/ 
to  tJirt-ct  thft  npitration* — the  gallant  govAmor^ 
of  MiHitargis,    \'i)lare,   loved   ami  lixti^iied   to' 
by   nll^hpiv  fhomi  th«   Itelm  of   Xatitrailtes. ' 
pointed  like  u  Pvrrhio  fup, which  well  became  the ' 
cheerful  muitly  hnnilKunie  tacv  it  surmounted ; 
and'  In   nnotlwr  directJnn  «avc<i  the  plume 
the  hanly  Anttgonwr,  3I«SNlr<^  Mnlthins. 

They  looked  further  ovtir  tlie  wmtheni  sub*" 
urb,  nnd  there  stone  houses  itnd  towers   wtre 
fiillhig  with  re])pated  crash,  answered  by  rnvriy  4 
shouts  from   the  thoughtless,   while    even  tite 
owners  looki-d  hanglitily  and  firmly  on,  or  reck- 
le«aly  joined  in  the  clieer,  as  they  themaelve* 
helpMl  thp  d*TTiirtAtor«.     Mort  pitiftil  of 
li^tb'^iey  beheld  was  the  fine  and  fertile 
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>f  ihM 

'  vine-^ 


Aim,  Int  tl»< 

V  ^in  ■brttor  or  nAndiMait  inxa  the  | 

fiat     Utiiwotk,  Uboann^wDnMo,  mndbo^ 

*•!•  CDDpkdog. 

NoOB  but  tbe  bedridden  cookl  nsiKBi  witfaia 

Aiun  Dvbey  had  his  cfaur  placed  u  his 

,  ud   chiBwd   tiw  vorfcneB  and  the 

iddien  u  tli^  psssd  heocsth  it,  widb  ttvy 

ra^ooded  with    rasnj  s  hearty  "  Vhw  b  boa 

PranMll''  Tbe  party  u  the  tnatnns^i  vmnxtr 

M  lbs  kadi  ewD  to  taku  tbar  ili^  i^art  t 

rkil*  Biehard  rao   to  and  {is,  coUaetiag  aitd 

ervrr  boh  nuDotu-.  and  wmo  hading 

■  itnog  band  b>  «hatoi«r  might  expedite  tbe 

defcpcaa  qf  hii  ne^boarhood. 

At  leoglh,  br  in  the  aooth-w*«t,  appeared 
motii^  tnawCT ;  u  thtj  draw  utmnt,  the  bannew 
of  tba  Ei^nb  beat  becaine  visible  aakoag  the 
^j^isSag  iaDOes  which  g*— "'•^  above  the  lich 
^Hd  varied  aimoor.  Sooo  ware  dirtiagUifaed, 
^Ladee  the  praaco  of  St.  Gttxgt,  the  anu  of 
^alubaiT,  of  Suffolk,  ot  Uacdat  de  rUle, 
^f  tba  Lofds  Scaki  and  Talbot,  wfaonaanks  WW 
^Kwar-crj  of  migfat ;  of  GlacdalF.  lod  iiiaojr  au 
Bi^liah  banmiT ;  nor  did  there  want  the  anuu- 
rial  bearingi  oC  naaj  ■  Ffmchnan  Wae  to  his 
vot»  1.  > 
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(•ountrjr,  yet  bowling  hi*  (rhJvalry  in  tlte  6«M  of 
honour,  Th«  bailifT  of  Erreiix,  the  Uord6 
d'Egres,  (le  Moulins,  de  Pomiu,  spread  ihe'u 
etnigiis,  villi  thoae  of  tb«  oppresran  of  Uirit 
fiiiHve  )bi»1,  Next,  the  clarion*  were  heard,  ind 
ih(*  multitude  eame  on  in  its  majestic  anay, 
watvlwd  by  tlie  urmtMl  defenders  from  tlie  walb, 
and  by  many  a  groups,  HUcti  as  that  on  tin 
Itousc-top  of  Jacques  Boucher,  in  abnmt  breeth- 
Icn  silence,  So  num«rouB  tliey  socmed,  and 
tlietr  aernLtl  order  w  compact,  Uiat  the  mighty 
tnacliine  would,  to  ell  ai)pearaiic«,  sweep  down 
at  once  the  oppojition  ofTered  to  it  by  the  Frunch 
defences.  Those  unaccustomed  and  unprepared 
felt  their  hearts  beating  with  almost  stifling 
tlirobs,  as  the  glittering  tide  rolled  on  that 
thmtened  to  vngulph  tlicni. 

As  lliR  sun  sank,  tjiuy  were  on  Uvo  skirts  of 
Portereau-^an  explosion  was  heard  i  another  aod 
another  j  and  again  in  many  places  bellowed  the 
Inud  reply ;  then  mse,  in  one  tremendous  blaie, 
the  lire  from  tlw  doomed  suburb ;  tlien  one  field 
»f  flnmo  seamed  to  oppose  a  barrier  to  line  Eng- 
lish arms,  and  their  martial  blazonry  lookad 
more  t«rrible  in  tliat  awful  glaro. 

TIm  Tourelles, whose  black  shadows  leiigthi 
or  contracted  on  the  river  and  the  bri<lgo,  m 
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the  billom  of  flotnv  rose  and  sank  behind  tlteiii, 
ulone  stood  forth  from  tlie  unircnal  light, 
neparated  and  safe  from  tlie  fire  ;  giants  ifobued 
witli  lift-  and  iiioUon  did  thej-  look  la  tlie  fitful 
fltts}ic».  Not  all  th«  Englisli  fifus  tuid  clarioQE 
eould  (IrowD  the  Grackling  and  crashing  of  tim- 
bere,  fur  no  house  had  been  led  standing  but 
of  wood,  all  were  fitt«l  and  prepared  to  fftn] 
aiid  coiiiroumcste  the  fire. 

In  vain  did  lh«y  attempt  to  save  the  dwellings 
of  their  foes ;  th«  voiX  sheet  continued  ia  unex* 
tioguislH^d  brightJMlu  during  tlio  grvater  part 
of  tlio  night,  and  Uva  English  rc«t«d  on  tlivir 
a»j  watching,  like  the  citixens,  the  wide  de- 
struction. 
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CHAFFER  I\*. 


Tub  escort  wbicb  Andri  Beschanl  bod 
in  Portercau,  it  muy  readily  be  sujipuMi], 
8one  ttine  »incc  abaodoni'd  it :  but  their  covfj 
ardic«  hod  a  different  itixUtict  from  thetr  le«der'*.J 
Id  vain  did  be  look  for  titeiu  williiii  thv  walls  of 
Oilewie ;  the  circuit  of  a  beksgucn^d  city 
the  la«t  place  to  which  tliojr  would  chooM  to  I 
<>nclo9ed.     lulling  a  diligcnL-«  and  stratagem  for" 
their  own  safety,   whicli    uouc  of  them     h*d 
tltought  of  in    behalf  of    their    maat«r,    tli* 
managed  to  oludi-  the  English  army  by  mokii^^ 
a  circuit   as  if  tjii7  liad   takeu    tli«   road  to 
Buurge«;  and  so,  witli  no  worse  lot  tbau  much 
&tigue  and  fright,  retumsd  to  Chtnoo.  ^M 

La  Trifmouillfl's  furtlMr  pruoccdinj^  in  en- 
lurcmiH'iit  of  his  righU  will  be  relate  in  their 
plMM.)  It  N  enough  that,  for  the  present,  hit 
refractory  ward  is  doumwl  to  shuro  the  fortunes 
of  the    Orleaimoi*,    and    wat*;JHxl,   stiould  sbu 
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anp«  the  general  diasstor,  hy  Andr^,  a  vigilant 
f|7,  though  an  iiresolute  gw>1«r. 

Oitr  pott  M  ttiU  on  th«  towcn  of  Orloans,  or 
*e  punw   tli«  f*te  of  Marin,  in  that  of  th« 
titiiaa,  from  her  raraly  forsaken  watch  upon 
:he  house-top.     For  two  days    the    ember?  of 
ESvtoraau,  black  sixl  smoking,  or  buretiog  out 
into  ooevpei'twl  flanie,  where  any  fuel  ypt  re- 
mained  tram   thv   first  ftiry  of  th«  firp,   kept 
forcKl  tmcc  hotvrecn  th«  armies  on  the  groumt, 
inmediatiely  before  the  Toureltwi,  But  tlw  t«it« 
of  the  Bngltah  pitched  orderly  in  their  T«le,  and 
tha  huts  of  bouf^«,  built  by  the  soldiery  for 
■beher.  orer  which  floatt^l  tlic  standarde  of  their 
fon,  were  sightx  to  try  the  forbearance  of  the 
French  chivalry. 

FVom  the  IMe  nux  Toilos,  which  nms,  ■outli 
of  tho  mtd-«trRam.  along  the  eaetorn  pnrt  of  tlte 
Uma,  many  find«d  th<>  river,  or  wi^re  Boated  in 
bu^gn  lo  tlie  nuthem  bonk,  to  try  in  daring 
ui]  vtndietive  skirmisher  the  personal  proweea 
e£  the  respeetive  warriors.  Each  unengaged 
party  watched,  with  rather  the  <Mithusiusm  of 
tors  at  a  toum«y,  tlian  t}i^  nnxii-ty  of 
pledged  for  li£a  or  doath,  tiie  reault  of 
:iM«  assault*. 
The  omen*  which  (hey  drew  from  these  ex- 
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htbitions  of  skill,  valour,  And  strength,  wpk 
nftarl^  «(|iiaL  Tltc  English  fbuglit  for  their 
old  pride,  and  in  tiie  confidence  of  long  iniccess; 
the  French  with  the  valour  of  the  unfbrtan&t*, 
who  ha\-e  yet  the  last  and  deareat  stakes  to  )o«o — 
their  freedom  and  their  honour.  The«e  vent 
the  contests  of  |)erBona)  \-anity,  or  national 
hatred.  A  more  terrible  ^me  was  to  be  played 
for  the  prize  of  the  French  monarchy,  in  the 
capture  or  defence  of  Orleans.  ^_ 

As  soon  as  the  English  could  pa»  ovm-  ll^| 
smouldering  ruins  of  Portcrrau.  without  th» 
certainty  of  falling  instant  virtimx  in  a  amitm 
daring,  they  made  right  for  the  jmint  winch  wu 
to  become  the  heart  of  tlie  conflict  At  day- 
break on  the  Friday,  tliciy  might  be  seen  toiting 
over  the  yet  glowing  heaps,  to  take  up  their 
position  full  ill  front  of  the  Tourclles.  Id  fam 
did  bolt  and  shaft,  bullot  and  slung  stone,  gall 
their  already  nrduou!!  advance;  coolly  as  men 
occupied  with  a  peaceful  labour,  tliey  cleared 
away  a  passage  for  their  cannon,  and  a  ready 
aoceta  for  themselves  to  Che  church  of  the  Augtu- 
tin».  Mattr©  Jean's  culverin  atnak  many 
down  ;  the  i'renth  knigltts  sallied  from  the  out- 
work of  the  Tourclles ;  but  Salisbury  and  his 
noble  speannen  spurred  througli  the  red 
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ders  to  meet  them;  and  af  tlw  aoldieiy,  Uw 
struck  dropped  in  the  places  where  they  worked, 
and  the  unhurt  went  on,  almost  unheeding  tbein. 
The  walls  of  the  church,  ttd  brokea  pillais  lay, 
some  crumbled,  some  cakincd,  round  its  fortncr 
aite ;  but  there  was  still  enough  material  to  com- 
meiWC  n  bulwark.  Here,  not  more  tlum  lixteen 
or  eiglitoen  feet  from  ttie  outwork  of  the  Tou- 
.r»Ues,  did  tliey  begin  lti«  oatrrDchmente  with 
rhich  they  dcanRiMHl  to  enclose  tlte  fated  cily. 
At  fir>t,  die  rubbish  wrred  only  for  mu- 
defence  against  tlie  desperate  ag- 
lutts  of  the  besieged,  burning  wiUi  sliaine  at 
!  audacity  of  the  b(!sioger»;  but,  bit  by  bil,tlif 
I  aciiuiretl  «tren{rth.  In  the  rear  of  tlw  fin>t 
-  {hIcs  were  driven,  tlie  stooes  were  placetl 
^tli  fagots  in  the  interstices :  and  by  night-fall, 
|9  fenced  and  mounded  square,  to  which  a  fowe 
already  eommencvd,  bearded  w-it}i  the  ban- 
ar  of  St.  (ieorge  the  flag  of  France  on  tlie 
K^'oureitea. 

'I'he  ruins  of  the  castle  of  St.  Jean  le  Blanr 
[offered  the  same  advantn^s,  and  were  used  with 
Ftlie  same  dett^rmination :  ihcy  lay  higher  up  the 
[•river,  facing  Uw  soutli-«astern  quarter  of  tlie 
ktowo. 

Exha\istioD  rather  tlmn  tiie  darkneati  put  an 
tend  to  the  afitay,  but  not  till  many,  though  not 
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of  note,  s)i>pt  their  hsi  sleep,  and  had  oemented 
that  Arat  of  X\m  Ciiglisli  boEtilleit  witli  tfaeir  Mood. 
SaliHbury  ioat  not  oven  Uic  night  of  that  weaxj 
day :  nith  a  freah  watch  of  men,  he  coninieoced 
fnini  bis  new  embankioent  the  mine  which  was 
to  pass  und«r  the  walls  of  the  out^r  bulwark  of 
the  French,  and  ri'nder  victory  uertain  by  etrata- 
g«ni,  even  nhould  open  forcv  fail.  Tlw  n«xtdlf 
presented  tine  name  wciu.',  but  witli  a  nxir*  a*> 
aured  sucoees  on  tlie  part  of  the  besicgen,  wMt 
■  more  sullen  and  faint  hope  on  that  of  the  be* 
•iogcd.  The  bastilles  were  mom  and  tuor«  ad' 
vance<i,  and  many  a  Premh  warrior  cast  himsvlf 
that  iiiglit  upcMi  hilt  couch  with  a  Ji-xiMnHfaMioy 
that  he  would  icaroely  own  to  liimxnlf ;  Uie  lion'* 
paw  had  struck,  and  the  first  gn\K  held  firai. 

The  first  truu^pet-c^I  of  tlie  morning  banished 
all  »uch  Utoughte ;  another  day  had  risen  for  vio 
toty  or  loss,  and  tliu  ni-rv;*  wore  strung  anttw 
for  thu  strife.  But  now,  froin  tlio  yut  inoom- 
plote  lnLstillus,  as  well  as  from  tiooa  along  tin 
Aon,  the  arttllOTy  bvgan  to  play  upon  tlio  town. 
Proin  tlie  bastille  of  St,  3i-an  le  Blanc,  one  roon> 
■trow  vnginc  of  tlw  war,  named  in  the  language 
of  military  hoiuiting  pesmr-volant,  throw  stooM 
wu^iog  eighty  |)ouri(U  U[x>n  Um.'  opp«iti.i  quar- 
ter of  the  Pwtern  Cbesiiuau,  bringing  witli  its 
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unusual  roar  affrigbt  tv  the  inbttbitaDtB, 
and  deetroclioii  to  Ibe'w  dwelliugt.  Marie,  whose 
iMbitatJoa  seemed  jet  out  of  the  range  of  its  aliit, 
was  spared  too  the  nueery  of  bolwlding  its  fii«t 
victim,  one  of  l>er  ana  rgx,  named  Belle,  wlio  fell 
mortally  wounded  at  tier  parent's  door.  i  to 

Niglit  and  day  without  inletmiBsioii,  tli«il 
peals  wera  rounded  in  Marie^  ears,  till  thoy 
almost  lost  their  tarTor,  unless  in  some  new  and 
fatal  instance  of  their  effect.  And  enm  iii  the 
midnt  of  these,  ami  tjic  tnoro  appalltng  dutgen 
that  cnciKMl,  Uw  lionevt  and  pious  citi]ii.-ns  found 
cause  to  truxt  in  thit  Providence  to  whom  they 
looked  for  Uivtr  deliveiftnce ;  and  one  shot,  wiiich 
fell  upon  a  table  whorv  many  w«-re  at  dinner, 
yet  left  tlieni  all  unhurt,  ww  publicly  declared 
to  be  withheld  frara  ita  skaghterous  oflike,  by  a 
miracle  performed  at  the  request  and  interMif- 
«ion  of  "Messirei  St.  Aignan  ami  St.  Kuvertc," 
the  pntronsof  the  city.  Tlie  minor  iiiconv«iu«nc«e 
of  the  siege  the  dtizens  little  i«garded,  and  re^ 
paired  with  alacrity  such  damages  as  admitted 
of  it  Twelve  of  tlteir  windmille  on  tlie  banks 
were  struck  down  by  tiie  English  camion,  hut 
tiiey  instantly  erected  horse-mills  in  the  city  fof 
grinding  their  com,  which  oficrod  nn  mark  for 
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th«ir  eoamy.    Each  da;  presented  too  its  I 
of  individual  vakmr  in  the  ^rmi^es. 

In  lliiN  liuraseing  lottery  of  mfety  ani^ 
stTUction,  life  and  deuth,  piusod  tlic  6r«t  wevk  of 
the  siegid ;  Salisbury  then  pre])ared  for  ft  cIomt 
Mnd  more  fierce  assault,  'fbe  outer  bulmtrk  of 
tile  Tourelles  waa  his  moEt  obvious  prey. 

On  llio  ItinUi  day  from  Uieir  arrival,  'i'bunday 
the  21st  of  October,  the  order  was  given  for  thi 
conflict.  To  gain  tlie  coninuuid  of  the  bridgs, 
was  to  paralyz«  one  limb  of  Uie  OrlttannoLs,  the 
sole  land-cjitrance  from  the  twuUi,  and  in  a  de- 
l^ree  the  command  of  tlw  n\'er  would  be  gained. 
Upon  the  whole  front  of  the  Tourelles  his  cumoo 
hail  unceasingly  played  (or  days — tmethat  ihe 
art  of  ^nnery  only  admitted  of  their  being  find 
at  long  inti.>rvals ;  but  from  the  closeness  of  tlw 
di«chargt>N,  they  wcr«  delivered  with  tenibfe 
effect.  At  t«-n  in  ttur  murntng  the  redoubW 
shouta  called  Marie  as  the  other  inhabitants  tu 
a  fpectacle,  wliich  a  week's  endurance  Itad  not 
rendered  less  exciting. 

The  constant  irritatian  of  loes  and  danger  to 
tboae  nearest  in  aSecliun,  as  well  us  to  titenw 
celves,  had  made  the  citin-ns  of  Orlewut  eager  to 
pnrve,  in  one  dwciaivv  single,  that  the  BagUdi 
bad  no  clianc*  of  KKont  agatnat  sucli  defeodtwi 
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a  fwling  wlikli  tlie  women  more  Uian  Bharecl, 
indignant  unci  puacmate  at  e«ch  new  (UaMt«r. 
"With  th«  Bnglitli  all  wa»  dcciviun ;  «very  muii 
knew  that  the  moment  of  attack  ww  contrived 
and  cak  ulat«d  by  )us  gr«at  leader ;  &ud  each  obeyed 
as  part  of  a  mactuDe,  almost  merging  his  indivi- 
dual pride  in  the  liope  of  the  general  renown ;  yet 
ratulutv  tuid  ouxiouf,  thalhie  own  arm  should  beur 
its  full  sltarc  of  Uio  victory.  At  ten  the  fngote 
were  Uirown  into  the  ditch  of  the  outer  bulwark, 
and  the  »c:iding-lRd<lei¥  were  mounted.  Bodies  of 
arc)n-re  vrtrv  placed  on  tJiv  south  bonk  above  an<l 
below  the  bridge,  to  gall,  wttli  their  fiitul  miasiles, 
any  reinforcement  tJiat  might  be  sent  along  it 
from  tj>e  town.  Aa  the  &igli«l)  leaders  and 
kaigbts  of  the  greatest  prowess  attempted  tu 
scale  the  waits,  they  were  received  hand  to  hand 
in  perRKuil  contest  by  the  French  of  best  re- 

<wn. 

An  accident  had  deprived  the  vetenm  Gaucourt 
from  sharing  in  the  honour  of  the  day.  Riding 
Itftstily  from  tlie  nortlii'm  part  of  the  town,  lo 
take  the  i^ommand  whuiv  tiiv  hut  assault  m-oded 
lia  bravery  and  skill  for  defence,  his  hom^ 
plunged  at  a  heap  of  ruins  before  St,  Pierre 
I'Empont ;  ta  his  ear  caught  the  increasing 
and  he  come  within  view  of  the  strife,  he 
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wu  thrown  from  his  ssddlv,  and  wtth  a  broken 
arm  I«<1  to  the  bathe.  But  Villiin  fought  »>  i 
Montargia — Mathuu  th«  Arragoiin9e,thti  l^onl  of 
Guitry,  the  Qa^icon  Lord  de  Coroase,  and  hia  two 
brave  couiitiymen,  Poton  de  Xantroiiles,  utxl  his 
brother  tlie  Lonl  of  that  name,  with  Pvttfr  d«  la 
C'ha[H;lk',  who  IukI  juKt  come  in  (nm  hit  nvigh* 
bouring  lands  in  Beauco,  hxl  the  ganimn  bQlHJ 
cotiiiUiitly  occupying  the  post  of  toil  ami  dangsr^l 
ftnd  wer«  worthily  seconded  hj  thetu  and  tb» 
citiiene.  The  noblr  warriors  wieldml  tlwir 
swonU,  their  lance«,  and  their  guitarimw ;  Um 
Icut  proctitied  could  svizc  thi;  luthlcrs,  hurl  an 
thnir  (umilanto  stones,  hmc,  and  burning  cindert, 
whi]<>  ttie  archpra  ntttimed  tlie  EogIi>h  shot  wilb 
every  description  of  arrow. 

Ere  these  m«aiifi  could   fail,  the  women 
Orloans  ruelied  along  the  bridge  nath  fK-«li  am 
munition.     L'poo  them,  in  the  heat  of  action,  Hi 
■rchcrs  of  the  Iwaieging  ]iuny  did  not  henta^ 
to  direct  Uieir  fin?  a»  they  |iasaed ;  but  hue 
aoiu,  and  fathers,  were  defending  the  tottering 
outwork*,  and  tiM<y  rushod  o»,  rcgardloM  of  the 
mortal  ^trimi.    Oil  was  tieotvd  iu  vnry  vi 
tliey  couhl  supply,  and  um  for   tlio   pu: 
Tliey  helped  to  make  the  irao  cirdtw  n-d  tiot^ 
which,  east  by  on  experiencsed  aim,  environed  tti' 
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half-armed  warrior  with  a  painful  (li«tli,  wtiile 
the  calthrops  were  showered  on  the  grouw]  tu 
trip  and  gall  him  in  rotreat.  Darts  tipped  with 
flamo  were  dis'liai^gitl  to  bum  tlic  pavieurs,  from 
b^neatli  which  some  of  the  ueeiuhiate  launched 
their  ini«nle«.  Whatever  could  dv»troj  or  maim 
was  vented  by  each  mi  hin  adversai^,  with  the 
vigi'ur  of  rmg(T,  or  the  toollor  and  more  deadly 
xkiil  of  di^lenitincd  liate. 

Yells  or  pain,  shouts  of  courage,  the  scream 
of  excitement,  aud  the  wild  laughter  of  auocen, 
filliHl  tlie  sir  with  a  continuous  din,  reinforced  at 
int«rTulK  hy  tlw  deep  ba=s  of  tlie  cannon. 

Por  ftmr  Iiour*  continued  the  unatiated  irtrife. 
Fresh  troops  wet*  brought  up  by  Sali-ibury, 
Talbot,  Glasdale,  or  moved  by  tlie  direction  of 
the  brave  and  experienced  marslial  of  the  host, 
Lancelot  de  I'lsle,  ae  the  slightest  symptom  of 
yielding,  fatigue,  or  1os«,  «hcwci)  itsidf  in  the 
Bngit)ih  lines.  To  tlw  French  ram^iarls  the 
women  brought  wine,  or,  tn»  Uieir  friends  retired 
Mxhauati'd  from  them,  bandaged  their  wounds, 
ur  wiped  the  dujtt  and  sweat  from  their  brows ; 
but  they  could  not  render  the  scene  of  blood  less 
fatal ;  Guitry,  Coroaze,  GirilBine.  tlie  more  r«- 
nowned  \^tlars,  and  Poton  dv  Xantmilles,  were 
wounded;    I^crro  de  la  Chapclle  received  his 
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decU1i-1)!ow,  and  mnny  of  th«  Prf-ncli  lay  3mi  or 
wounded  wittiiii  the  «hakt>H  and  crumbUog  At- 
fenc«fi. 

Beforv  Uicir  narrow  front,  on  thv  Englisli  dde, 
the  bodios  of  morv  than  two  hundred  and  Ibfty 
wen  pih-d  in  h(np»  of  death,  and  many  moh* 
vere  crawling  wounded  to  tlmr  tents,  or  burnp 
by  their  friends  or  followers  from  the  strife  they 
could  no  longer  augment.  The  FVench  main- 
tained their  ground,  and  gatlieriMl  Uii-ir  rvinain- 
ing  strengtli  to  mmt  the  last  struggle.  Therv 
were  yet  English  troop*  ready  to  mnidi  uvor  tha 
ho<U<!s  of  (heir  oountiymen  to  the  fight,  and 
cope  with  the  desperation  of  their  foes,  but  their 
leader  would  not  add  to  tlie  ntunber  of  bmre 
|bUow«n  be  had  lo«t.  He  fcnns)  nothing;  ha 
dftptored  iwtlibg  ;  his  nmiy  had  donu  )iia  work ; 
nnd  (Salisbury,  kwhing  firmly  to  the  evoat  of 
to-tnoTTOw,  di.imiased  his  attempt  for  the  ilay, 
and  witli  hia  brotlier  chieftains  i-almly  retind  to 
restand  banquet  in  his  painlion. 

Bringing  up  such  fmh  men-at-arms  and  citi- 
zens as  could  be  collecbod,  the  French  chief  Itft 
Uiein  for  the  defence  of  the  Tourellcs,  and  r«« 
tired  witli  th«  woumled  Into  the  town.  Thfir 
drad  wora  borne  with  revereoee  and  afiection 
acrosf  the  bridge,  its  tlioir  rvlatires  among 
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citizens  bad  found  tbem  in  ttie  baM>-court  irherc 
they  fell.  \'aned,  indeed,  was  Die  picture  by 
the  ht-arths  of  the  Orleannois  that  night, 
Here  the  young  burgher  narrated  his  firet 
achievement,  and  his  relatives  were  proud  to 
find  a  tutro  of  tlieir  blood.  In  anothtsr  room  lay 
the  gashed  corpse,  bewailed  by  tliosc  he  had 
gone  forth  to  protect.  Elsewhere,  the  Amazon, 
who  had  sQcosded  and  cheered  the  labours  of 
tb«  men,  returned  to  her  domestic  toil  in  the 
preparation  of  nn  evening  repast,  and  boosted,  as 
she  got  it  ready,  tliat  tlio  women  of  Orleans 
alone  would  prove  too  strong  for  their  afsailaot^. 
In  richer  roonu,  and  with  mure  solemn  as 
well  as  stut«ly  choL'r,  were  assembled  the  leaders 
of  ttie  war,  sutisfi«d  with  the  resistance  of  the 
Jay,  and  even  proud  of  it,  but  full  of  the  re- 
Bpottsibilitiea  of  the  morrow,  and  fmlii^  that 
before  enemiea  so  determined  and  inveterate,  ooe 
slight  accident  of  tlie  combat  might  render  all 
their  valour  unavailing.  Long  council  was  held, 
and  then  orders  were  sent  forth  which,  even 
through  tbe  night,  kept  the  streets  of  Orleans 
in  one  din  of  prcpamtion.  Lung  ere  morning, 
wuggons  laden  with  wood  were  s««n  leaving 
thvir  btmUnit  mi  tlte  bridge  near  the  Tod- 
L      rvlU«,  and  tli«  citizens  flockc-d  at  (laybri>ak  to 
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vpfHy,  under  tl»e  guidaocc  of  their  CQmnin"')"^,' 
Hwae  aevf- atn-nfri\i»  to  Owir  tietfr^aecfi. 

TluTDUglk  tlitf  tiiglit  the  bellB  tolled  I'roiu  U>e 
churcheH,  in  which  bumed  innumerable  tapen ; 
they,  too,  contnined  many  of  llie  boJi£«  of  thif' 
(lain;  and  tlie  mouses  for  the  d«iid  wkI  pntyer^f 
for  the  morrow,  not  unmixed  with  thonksgiving 
for  tho  pn.'!tcnt  roi^pit?,  rc»>undod  thrutigh  tbfU 
Biale«,  or  were  mumiurct]  in  thuir  chuj^'ls.   Sti 
continued  the  utmtlaxe<.l  fire  from  tba  Ivngl 
cannon,  and  at  intervals  tlie   crash  of  vmlla 
mingled  witJi  tJie  more  solemn  sounda. 

Witli  the  earliest  peep  ol'  day  XantniiUes  and 
Villar»;  diulaiuing  to  yield  to  the  pain  ul'  wouxhIb 
which  did  not  »Wprivc  lh<?m  of  the  jkiWit  of  ran- 
lion,  ropoirvd  tu  the  ncvne  of  yevtvnlity'*  com- 
bat. With  Uh:  exi-«ption  only  of  tlw  t-oostaitt 
toil  of  tlio  arlUUirjiiw-n,  all  seemed  still  witlun 
the  English  camp.  The  walla  of  their  own  uut< 
wor)i  stiU  afforded  a  nominal  H)>elter  to  those  eu- 
gaged  beliiiid  them ;  but  it  wag  i-liKir  that  b  few 
mom  hours  would  lay  them  pruetratu,  aitd  that 
the  only  rampart  bcfor*''  the  1'ourelln  woukl  Iw 
one  of  Blwl-rlnd  nioii. 

".Snli^hury  knows  tlii«  as  well  at  w«  do^"  M^.. 
Xnntntilles  :  "  liow  eomcs  it,  think  you,  that  be 
gives  u*  this  time  to  lireathe  ?'* 
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"He  waits  h»  tiin«,  and  know*  Ua'meait^ 
replied  VIUats. 

■'♦'Even  novr  he  U  at  work,"  said  Ids  cotn- 
lade,  "  mure  fearfully  that  be  in  not  »e«n.  Bid 
■  adi  be  tilentj  Captain  I"  he  continued  to  one 
■^faenide  liim ;  "  lend  tne  tliine  ami,  Villar< ;  aiid, 
in  spite  of  this  hurt,  I  can  yet  luy  mywlf  along 
on  the  earth.  Tiieru  i*  indeed  a  iiobe,"  tie  said, 
as  he  placed  hix  ear  ngaintit  the  blood- soddened 
ground,  "  but  whether  it  be  the  movement  in 
thv  camp,  or  one  more  to  be  dreaded,  I  can 
scarcely  t«Il.  Captain  !"  he  cried  again,  {u>  )i« 
n»e,"lHd  every  man  stand  us  Htill  uk  if  he  feared 
to  take  breath ;  and  now,  »imli,"  to  another 
attendant,  '*  bring  a  tub  and  a  pitcher  of  water, 
with  a  plummet  linv,  and  place  them  here." 

It  was  done :  all  waited  his  ex|)enment  mo- 
tionlesB  and  silent. 

"  Now  let  the  water  trickle  into  the  tub,  as  if 
you' feared  to  ahake  the  leps  of  old  wine ;  'tis 
well !  does  it  stir  ?  Fix  two  stakes  in  Oie  earth 
firmly  across  each  other  over  the  wat«r.  Xow 
give  mo  tho  line."  So  ^^ying,  h«  fixed  it  to  the 
crocs  of  the  stakes,  and  suffered  tltv  plummet  to 
sink  upon  the  surface  of  the  water  so  quietly 
that  it  made  no  ripple. 

"Mark  you!  matk  you  I  Villars,"  he  ex- 
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chutnod,  after  a  mument'K  pause,  "  it  rocks  into' 
ft  wave — there  was  then  no  canuon  fired.  Agiun! 
look  I  the^  must  be  under  our  very  feet,     H<\fl 
there  I    we   are  undermioM) ;    Ivt  a   horn    be 
sounded  from  the  towor-t(^  till  timy  ring  Lhf 
alano  &om  the  belfr}-.     Bring  hitlter  pickaxeS; 
men :  wc'l)  meet  and  tilt  with  them,  as  lUd 
bcuan  and  bis  knights  witJi  Uenrjr  V.  in 
bowels  of  the  earth." 

Id  obedience  to  his  commands,  ttic  first  sigoal 
was  awie  from  tho  tower  of  the  ToureUex,  uni 
it  was  not  long  before  the  alan»  was  rung  out 
from  tlie  tower  of  St.  Pierre  en  pont.  The  citi- 
zens hastily  resumed  their  arms,  and  the  garn- 
90D  once  more  moved  its  strength  towards  tbe 
menaced  point. 

But  Salisbury  was  nut  inattentive   to  their 
movements.  .  Could  he  liave  won  the  bulwai 
by  a  surprise,  he  would  not  liave  delayed  an  i 
•taut ;  but  tbe  alarm  and  tlie  passage  of 
garrison  told  him  that  his  iutentioD  was  dis- 
covered. In  vun,  when  the  force  was  assembled 
at  the  poet,  did  Puton  de  Xantrailles  listen)  or 
watch  for  further  indicutioni< ;  his  experiewad 
opponent  kn«iv  ttiat  tlie  walls  of  tlic  bulwarit 
ri'slod  now  upon  stays,  whkb  lie  could  remove 
vben  he  oboWf  utd  EMkK9  Jbeni  to  a  tuiD-t  bo 
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not  wid)  to  neutralize  his  otsured  advantage  by 
th«  lofset  of  un  obttindlti  cuntest. 

Xantmillee  «nd  Milan  wvtt-  (quail;  wary  and 
decided.  Tlioy  read  hi*  moiioos  a*  ha  dM 
tbeir's. 

"  We  must  abandon  the  outwork,"  said  the 
first  warrior,  and  he  gighed  as  he  laid  it ;  for  he 
well  knew  that  this  was  tho  first  etep  of  tbo 
plan  by  whidi  tlii.T  Englii'h  wouhl  by  degrera 
fttttngtlxMi  and  confirm  tlivir  hold,  till  Orleans 
was  full  within  tlwr  grvfp,  unlvtw  they  might 
be  foiW  by  some  tr«menilouR  check  j  their  pa- 
tience and  oool  tenacity  lie  was  no  vtranger  to. 
The  chiefs  who  were  witli  him  sadly  admitted 
tile  truth  of  his  adnce,  and  he  rode  acrosn  the 
bridge  to  gvt  it  confirmed  by  the  disabled  go> 
Vemor. 

llie  wat«h  and  tlte  pause  of  action  continued 
till  Ids  return.  Rvery  eye  was  upon  him  as  be 
dashed  over  the  drawbridge  into  tlte  outwork. 
He  gave  his  commands  »il<.-ntly,  and  tlicy  w«n> 
rapidly  end  silently  obeyed.  Without  noise, 
and  masked  as  much  as*  powibte  by  the  build> 
ings,  the  main  body  nttiroil  through  the  furl  to 
the  pil«  of  wix«i  which  had  been  constantly 
accumulating  on  tlte  bridge. 

There  were  yet  left,  of  defences  on  that  ride, 
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the  tan*t>»(l  g«te  by  the  CMtelet,  on  the  town 
end  of  ii\e  bridgn  ;  tlu>  boKtill«  of  St.  Antofne, 
where  it  crossed  tlie  btimd  ueariy  in  the  middle  i 
uid  the  main  fort  of  the  Tourelles  iteelf.  But 
of  the  bttrr,  the  wmlls  were  riddl«l  or  totlori 
with  thii  «uinoa-«)tot,  and  it  etwmcd  as  if  rms: 
gkllop  of  the  horwmen  ocrocs  the  bri'lge  ml 
bring  tliem  toppling  on  their  hewU. 

In  front  of  the  Belle  Cmix  then,  which,  as  ti&l 
bMii  Mtd,  stood  on  the  pier  between  the  eiglith 
and  nintJ)  archei^,  counting  from  the  pmitiun 
the  enemy,  Vi!lar»  end  Xatitmilles  directed 
building  of  n  fresh  outwork. 

"h  will  not  <io,"  said  Xiuitrailles,  « to  low 
one  defence  without  aubstituting  another) 
must  defend  the  bridge,  arch  by  arch,  and 
cadi  costs  them  ae  many  men  as  their  assault  of 
ycetarday,  we  shall  scarcely  leave  them  the  ske- 
leton of  an  army  to  walk  over  the  mine  of  our 
towo." 

The    welMimed    development  of   tlieir   re- 
•ourccM  rcitorod  conrago  to  the  citieeus,  among 
wtwm  the  rumour  of  nben<[i>ning  their  outpoet 
had  spread  no  little  dinmny ;  Ihey  had  felt  il 
onu  chance  irretrievably  gone — one  bur  rvmo' 
bettreen  them  and  slavery  or  death, 
fifurita  rose   again  as  they  found  they   Itsd 
Hibstitute, 
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Tlu!  heaps  of  vood  on  the  bridge,  thrown  a 
little  io  advance  of  tlieir  intended  work,  ahitililed 
tlic  builders  from  tlw  darU,  aitd  in  u  gr««t  ine»> 
sure  even  from  tbe  caru)on>ahot  of  the  Eng^id)i|>- 
and  massive,  indeed,  was  the  wall  of  tirnberj 
streDgtliened,  wherever  it  could  avail,  with  eartb 
and  etuiu;,  which  they  raised.  The  builderE  of 
tlu!  town  seem«d  cugcr  to  empty  Uicir  rtonn 
upon  the  bridge,  and  every  citizen  aod  almoet 
every  woman  pressed  re{)cated  oBera  of  aid  in 
the  work. 

In  tliD  mean  time  a  line  of  the  ablest  warrtort 
filled  the  nun  parts  of  the  tottering  bulwark  which ' 
tlioy  were  about  to  abandon.  Trumpets  sounded 
defiance  from  the  watU ;  iutowk  wore  xhot,  si>d 
banner*  waved,  and  baud«  of  vkirini3ihiir«  isnued 
from  its'  portal,  or  made  across  the  Loiro  against 
th«  right  of  tlie  English  lines  fully  to  occupy 
the  enemy. 

Sali^ury  suffered  them  to  imag^ic  that  th«w 
mau«eurres  em[Joy«l  him :  he  was  ntittficd 
with  the  knowledge  Uicy  gave  him  that  the 
Tourellev  were  litH  own,  and  this,  for  the  pre- 
sent, was  suiKcient  for  his  design.  I'lie  «Jitr- 
nuthers  were  met  bmvely  on  his  part,  and  hlafic 
cannon  did  not  cease ;  ebo  ho  mode  no  movii- 
ment. 
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Ono  operation  of  ttie  Frencti  nas  mora 
u>  his  clieck,  and  upon  this  point  he  diiectedj 
tliti  mitsilc  engines  of  his  cump;  it* 
R0in«  Iocs  to  th«  beste^odj  but  did  nut 
Uicir  Hicccssful  labour :  tlii*  wax  tlm-  casling4 
Mie  arch  of  tbe  bridgo  in  front  of  thar 
bulwark,  tJie  Uiirteentb  arch  from  tbe 
the  aeveuth  from  Xh»  side  of  Portere&u  and 
EiigHsh  camp.  Towards  evening,  this  lb 
dvfuiioi-  WB6  suiBcientJy  cutnpU)U%  and  a  nt 
tanuous  blue  from  many  part*  of  tlie  < 
ijf  the  TouroUea  gave  Dotioo  to  the 
kader  that  the  ground  on  which  it  stood,  if 
the  ruined  fortress,  waa  abandoned  to  bim. 
It  burned  fiercely  for  a  while,  but  by; 
night  those  in  the  bastille  built  on  tbo 
oftliQ  AugUKtin's  church  saw  no  ubetiKW 
tnmn  tbcmxclvvs  and  tlw  blackt>ni\l  dilapidatad 
towcnflanking  tlie  gateway  of  the  Tourellea.  In 
these  a  guard  was  still  left  for  the  night,  wk 
tJie  new  bulwark  of  the  citiieiis  was  perfect 
but  wlicn  Mw  cannon  were  brought  fully  to 
oo  them  in  the  nioming  of  thr  Sunday,Bnd  UmI 
deging  chiefs,  heedlusa  of  tlio  day, 
an  OBHiull,  the  French  abandoned  almost  wilb> 
•  )OUt  xwiataacfl  plutfortos  wliich  shook  beneatli 
tlwir  treud,  imd  on  which,  su  tliattcrvd  wan  { 
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walls,  tti&t  they  ecaicely  dared  stand  upri^t 
leet  tiwy  t-lioul^  prove  ample  marke  to  Uw  cer- 
Uun  and  tinud  wvujToni  of  the  ■noUants. 

Tiie  cheers  of  Ui«  Kiigliitli  tmtclti^  swelled 
across  the  river  to  Um!  city  as  ttmy  took  posses- 
eion  of  the  fort,  and  again  were  tltey  redoubled 
as  Uic  banner  of  St.  Geor;ge  rose  above  its  towers. 
The  siglit  of  tiie  ill-omeDed  Bag  but  stUrod  the 
besiegod  to  more  vigorous  exertion ;  they  threw 
up  anotiutr  strxxtg  defence  in  the  city  itstlf  on 
tile  aido  of  the  bridgu.  The  English  bi^n  quiiitl; 
to  repair  and  secure  Uu-ir  conqiMwt ;  they 
strengthened  the  outwork  towards  Ute  city,  on 
the  second  arch  from  Portereau,  and  broke  down 
twoarclies  immediately  in  advance  of  it.  Betwoen 
tjicse  two  nrclies,  broken  to  fortily  the  Engtivh, 
and  Uw  one  dcvtmyv^  to  defend  Uif!  French, 
three  were  yut  left  entire — a  cireumxtance  which, 
we  shall  ultimately  see,  had  much  to  do  with  the 
issue  of  tlie  contest. 

With  all  his  soldierly  stoicinn,  Salisbury  felt 
elated  with  his  advantage ;  tlie  cntprpriso  had 
bren  undertaken  on  his  own  express  lecom- 
mcnihition,  and  confided  to  him  at  his  entteaty. 
The  regent  Bedford,  who  poncssud  much  of  his 
brotlier  Henry's  fertile  genins  in  war,  had  only 
known  of  liis  wishes  to  oppose  them,  and  the 
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reputations  of  the  two  leaders,  eeppcially  of  hi 
who  liad  undertaki-n  the  task,  w«rA  in  no 
dcgn>u  pledgod  to  th«  event.  The  attempt 
begun,  Bttdfurd  was  too  honest  a  patriot  to 
hold  any  ftuccour  in  his  power ;  but  it  was  cl 
that  the  success  would  be  SaUsbury'B,  both 
plan  and  execution.  Nor  was  t)»e  nature  of 
Salisbury  that  which  suffered  any  drawback  i 
the  moinvnt  of  vittory ;  hiB  conscience  was 
of  a  nerv  solditir ;  he  was  brave,  firm,  and 
voted  to  his  cause,  without  any  consideratioin 
to  its  rectitude ;  he  was  severe  even  to  cruelty, 
rapacious  even  to  sacrilege,  formed  upon 
model  of  bis  ina«t4.T  Henry,  with  whom  su< 
was  virtue,  and  failure  almottt  the  only  crii 
It  is  marvellous  that  the  generous  aSectkuu 
peace,  or  even  the  true  magnanimity  of  war»' 
could  survive  a  time  when  sucli  men  lield  their 
unsparing  and  degenerating  nile ;  but  tiiey  did 
return,  even  under  princes  whom  the  wwik  have 
called  weak,  to  judge  and  coodemo  fur  nvar 
tJmse  who  had  trampled  on  them. 

Let  not  the  evil  miMnory  n?tt  tolely  on  the 
I^Uali ;    but   for  thu    mutudy    which    smote 
Ctiarlea  VI.,  at  a  lime  when  Franco  was  power 
ful,  and   England   dividi-d,  the   Fr«neh   mighi 
have  become  tlic  aggrewon,  and  Henry  V.  mEgl 
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tidvc  w«*n  the  avenger  anil  f  indicator  of  his  own 
land,  intlead  of  tin?  opprcwor  nnd  ilcvustator  of 
another.  Tlw  proud  kimw  not  tlnur  (Uitice  as 
men  j  it  was  loft  for  th«  simple  and  tow-lM»m  to 
instruct  tbein 

But  this  was  the  high  tide  of  Saliflbury'.<i 
triumph.  His  devotioDs  that  day  were  deep 
pledges  to  the  fall  of  Orleans ;  and  he  sallied  from 
his  tent  to  look  upon  his  confjuest,  and  gloat 
over  the  spoil  and  vengeance  tliat  he  meditated. 

**  Let  us  see  these  new  defences,"  said  he, 
"  that  tlii-y  have  erected,  and  mark  out  what 
strength  to-morrow  shall  wrpjit  from  them.  1 
will  conviiwe  tliu  Regent  Uiat  this  shall  be  no 
t^ious  uege ;  we  will  go  right  onward,  and  drive 
them  inch  by  inch,  if  they  dispute  our  march  so 
hravely.  from  their  town." 

"  It  it  a  pity  wc  cimnut  invest  tlie  north  and 
honilhcm  in,"taidSirTlioma*C)a.'tgravej  "then 
not  one  of  tliem  but  (huiild  be  put  to  hi^  ransom  f 
th«  knaves  will  carry  off  tlie  treasure,  if  we  leave 
that  path  open  to  them." 

"  We  must  win  the  town  by  onright  assault," 
observed  Glasdale.  "  if  not  from  this  quarter." 

"  Never  fear  the  prey,  friends ,'  rejwned  the 
Earl  of  Salisbury :  "  when  we  strike  here  against 
tiieirlast  rampart,  we  will  spare  y^>u,  Sir  Thonuu 
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Oargrave,  if  you  wilt,  from  the  anault  to 
round  them,  and  ease  the  fugitives  of  their 
woalth.  By  the  man,  these  IcxA  to  be  rich 
cliurchf^s  here,  nnd  I  will  hnw  their  plate  biuI 
shrines  for  n  spoil,  to  matclt  with  tlie  ricli  priai 
we  made  when  we  sacked  Nutre  Uame  at  Clcty." 

Tliey  were  received  by  the  giiatd  at  Ch« 
of  the  drawbridge  at  the  Toorelles. 

"  This  tower  commands  the  biidge  and  evi 
part  of  tlie  town,"  said  Glasdale  :  *'  here  you  may 
ohouce  tlio  sport  for  to-momw."  So  saying,  the 
newly  appointed  oomniander  of  the  fort  l«d  hit 
gei)i>ral  to  the  entrance  of  the  eosteru  tow^r. 

"  \V'hat  ho,  a  light  here  1"  be  cried.  '<  for  l| 
grows  dark,  and  we  have  not  left  the  etaira  to 
quite  so  good  condition  with  our  canaoo,  as  we 
might  choose,  for  our  own  tenancy,"  With.  Uh 
light  he  l«d  tli*  way. 

Thoy  nitcended,  aad  Glasdalu  pointed  to 
winilow,  whence  the  ptutipt'ct  of  the  town  Uy 
clear  in  the  evening  light,  and  the  rough,  iron 
soldier  condescended  to  play  the  courtier  to  hit 
general,  or  perhapi  to  indulge  in  a  boart  he 
miglit  share. 

"  My  lord,  look  at  your  a\y  \  you  can  see  it 
well,  and  at  ease  &om  here."  Salisbury  looked 
on  it,  and  believed  his  officer ;  and^  in  that  inclaiit 
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thought   which  girdles  the  parth  in  a  aecoiul, 

saw  himfielf  iU  victor  iu  the  taarket- place,  and 

then  <»tmly  Exulting  at  the  couodl-table  at 

Paris,  tlutak^  aud  honoured  by  those  who  had 

GondumDMl  his  enterprise :  aud  won  London  and 

its  court,  and  bis  feudal  honi«,  ruxlicd  tlirough 

hi»  brain  in  the  same  prooesiiion  of  glory,  the 

ultitutlinouH  triumph  of  his  conqueit. 

Maltre  Jean  was  among  thoM  ino»t  diwon- 

itAd,  and  l«ait  dispirited  at  the  events  of  U)» 

preceding  days.     He  fired    lii«  culwrin  more 

rapidly  than  ever,  but  iiia  aim  was  by  no  inoaiis 

y- 

"  I  know  not  how  it  is,"  lie  said  to  the  soldier, 
who  kept  watch  by  him  on  the  platform  of  the 
tower  called  N6tre  Dfinw  ;  *' tbeEnglisli  have 
Jaid  some  spell  upon  me  too.  1  have  struck  but 
out  of  ttiiv»  of  tlie  varlets  that  1  maHced, 
and  but  uac  of  them  wore  a  sureoat  of  arms. 
^KThe  poor  knavt-v  woro  scarcely  worth  powder 
^Bpd  Nliot ;  had  it  hvnat  ycttorday  Hunting  I  should 
^BttTe  spared  them," 

^B    "  Ay,"  replied  lus  honest  companion,  "  they 
^'flhowed  us  ywiterday  and  tJi*  day  before,  tliat 
every  man's  life  among  th«m  ts  worth  a  round  of 
powder  at  the  l«att." 
"  Worth  a  rouiMl  of  powder !"  replied  the 
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gunner  indignantly ;  '*tltou  raU>et  rascaU  at 
tolerably  high  rate,  my  friend ;  perhapn  Dw 
iriltny  next,  the;  are  worth  the  skill  tltat  takos 
tlietn  off;  I  hit  them  to  keep  my  liand  in,  and 
because  I  see  nobett«rgaine;  and 'showed  them- 
aeives  yestcrdiiy,'  foreuotli !  y«K,  wli«n  Fivnchmea 
chose  to  givo  up  defences  to  them  l)mt  tliey 
might  haw  hi>ld  till  doomsday,  \uu\  tlioy  been  9> 
minded." 

'*  llie  defence*  were  good  for  naiight,"  i«- 
jnned  the  aoldier ;  "  battered  and  ruined  toven.' 

"  I  suppose  tJiey  would  k<^p  tite  Kiiglii^  rtwa  I 
the    French,    aa   well   as   the    French   from 
English,  and  if  they  fell,  both  might  meet." 

*'  Ay,  ay.  but  we  were  fewer." 

"  Wlien  did  Frenclinivn  ever  caro  about  num- 
bers ?  when  did  Uiey  ever  fail  to  beat  twice  their 
odthP" 

"  Axincour,  where  tho  odds  were  teo  to  i 
inthvir  favour." 

'•  Ball!  and.  perhapa,  a  lie — iierhapa  a  vau-l 
lake  of  th«  generals',  like  this.  Bah!  Aiincourt" 

"  Well !  they  have  beaten  us  pretty  often  all 
tlirough  the  war." 

"  Nonsense  I    here  and  therw  ;  but   in    tbt ' 
moin-^—  B&ng  I — ah  *.  mi««d  ogab  I    It  is  lis- 
tening to  such  nonsense  that  spoils  the  Hglit." 
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*'  Wftll,"  (^uuthtito  pertinacious  soldier,  "but 
if  it  is  not  tnif,  why  arc  we  Ivere  penned  behind 
waJb,  while  tltey  are  outoidc  trying  to  get  at 


"  Pooh  !  policy — it  is  our  way — or  a  mistake 
or  the  general's." 

"  But,"  continued  the  fraiik  soldier,  rather 
irrilatvd,  "  if  they  come  they  are  now  thrve  to 
ono.  If  three  of  them  get  round  you,  vouid  you 
htLve  a  chance  ?—tl)ey  knock  you  on  the  head." 

"  Perhap." 

"  Pcrlwip* — perhaps  you  wouldn't  condescend 
to  die  if  thoy  did  ?" 

''  Die  I  why,  yes,  I  migla  die ;  but  1  fliould 
die  in  my  opinion." 

Both  partieji  were  xiknt ;  and  the  gunner  pro* 
ceeded  for  tlie  i)i;xt  quttrtt^r  of  an  hour,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  mates,  in  reloading  and  re- 
pointing  tlie  gun." 

"  Father,"  cried  a  young  attendant,  who 
was  wldom  absent  from  him,  "you  have  taken 
neither  food  nor  rest  to-day,  and  you've  been  on 
gourd  now  thwc  eight  hours." 

"  Bah  !"  repliini  the  gunner,  repelling  the 
boy'#  caress,  who  had  laid  hta  band  on  his  fa- 
ther's shoulder,  as  be  knelt  to  take  the  aght ; 
'  h  is  no  time  for  eating  or  drinking  or  resting. 
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when  men  forget  their  honour.  Rod  otben  can 
found  to  oxcuae  tliem  for  it ;"  gbiring  angrily  aC 
the  *oldier  as  he  said  this,     "  Qo  nlong  uul 
tup   your»«!f.      I  suppose   yttu'n   becoming  k 
glutton    like  tlie  luigUsh ;  you'll  b«  fit  to  liv« 
under  them." 

"  I !"  said  th«  hoy,  proudly;  "  1  liva 
Ibe  Englif^h!  I  a  glutton  !— f  have  not  taalad 
inorso),  and  won't  till  you  bare  eateu — and  1  li' 
under  the  Kngliali:" 

**  If  I  haven't  touclied  liii  honour !  that  bw 
tittle   man's  honour  I"  said  Maltre  Juan, 
great  remorse ;  and  tapping  bis  \e{t  liaod 
his  breast,  "  there,  come  along,  we'll  clisk 
gather    and    be  fiieods,  young  comradn! 
brace t" 

"  With  all  my  lioart  1  but  no  clinking  jM 
tbi«  ]■  my  time  of  tht-  watch ;  get  your 
fatlier,  and  come  back,  atKl  tticii  I'll  lake  mine ; 
but  for  al)  tlie  nippera  in  the  world  I'll  not  loee 
my  watch.  Is  it  loaded  and  primed  ?"  h«  aakad* 
looking  at  the  culverin,  as  if  be  loved  it. 

"Ay,  ay,  boy:  butoome,we  murt  be  fri^iKld.** 

"  We  are  friend* — but  my  honour  must  notj 
be  doubtiHl,"  Mid  the  boy  very  MTiouely.    "  |H 
shall  prore  Fm   no  glutton,  by  staying  lwt«| 
and,  ptrhapa,  I  shall  show  I'm  not  likely 
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wader  the  Bngliah — ther&— I've  a  right  to  Mtti»- 
{ioctioD;  and  UiU  is  the  only  way — go,  fatlior, 
Mill  eat  your  supper." 

Jean  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes,  partly  in 
parental  astonishment,  and  partly  in  parental 
gratitude,  for  having  suc^h  a  son }  and  he  went 
as  lie  was  bid  to  his  afternoon  meal. 

The  liulo  man  clapped  his  red-Wtlicrcd  cap 
on  h»  hold,  as  aooii  sa  hia  fatlier  wan  gune, 
rather  tatm  on  one  aide  than  uiual}  and 
took  a  few  tarns  up  and  down  the  platform. 
Hia  honour  was  appeased  ;  so  lie  banished  the 
preomture  consequence  that  Maltre  Jean  liad 
forteted  in  him,  and  turned  like  a  boy  again  to 
the  gun. 

"  What!"  said  the  lad,  rathier  amaied,  as  he 
looked  along  the  sight, "  docs  my  father  leave  it 
pointed  at  stone  walls?  doe*  he  think  those 
crumbling  old  TouroUes  are  worth  knocking 
down ;  or  does  he  aee  no  li^lish  strutting  about 
and  daring  their  betters  ?  I'll  hava  another  look 
round." 

Knowing  that  he  ^oold  be  unable,  till  his 
father's  return,  to  get  the  cannon  ready  for  a 
•econd  discharge,  hv  took  some  time  to  single 
out  a  mark  worthy  of  his  only  shot.  At  last,  he 
a  bright  suit  of  annour ;    and  Uw  indivi- 
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dual  who  inhabited  it,  with  the  retoinen 
Burruuiided  hiin,    would,    {nob&blj-,   haw 
detaHy  for  bis  evening's  walk,  when,  casting  I 
eye  once  more  along  thti  sight,  tlte  boy  ipied 
glimmer  of  light,  by  an  iron  grating  high  tip  il 
the  East  tower  of  the  Tourell«a,  which,  aa 
iua  was  set  upon  the  oppoaite  sliore,  tiad 
sented  its  dark  side  tu  him,  and  ttut  allowed . 
to  uhaerve  any  difference  between  the  on 
and  tlie  rest  of  the  wall. 

"  But  it  is  not  trup,"  be  cried,  in  an  agony  i 
impatiunre  to  tlie  soldier :    "  here.  Philip, 
me  a  little,  a  very  litthi  more  to  the  right, 
light  moves,  bo  here  goe«." 

In  a  moment  the  lioetock  was  applied; 
filiot  was  discliargod- 

"  ll  has  struck  the  side,  Philip,   ttitt 
work,  or  at  must  a  bit  of  Uie  grating  |  it 
to  have  gftae  L'leou  tlirough  [  the  light  is  in  i 
room  >till.   Oh,  if  I  could  but  reload  I"  satJ 
boy,  as  soon  as  the  emoke  hud  cleared  away,  i 
enablnl  him  once  more  <:lc(U-Iy  to  m^i  hii 

But  vre  he  could  *uy  much  niorv  ttie 
returned.  "  St^  my  boy,  now  to  your  supper ) 
and  tlien  come  back  to  ine  bere.  Aha  1 "  ba 
said,  as  he  saw  tlie  recoil  of  Uie  gun,  "you 
bavfl  bad  your  tliot;  1  heard  tJw  report." 
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'  Ay,  father,  but  I  believe  I  have  dooe  little 
iiaiTO  with  it." 

"  Ynu  have  hit  the  side  ofthe  grated  window, 
and  cleared  away  some  of  the  iron-work,"  said 
hisfulIiPT,  as  he  examined  it;  "not  amiss  that," 

"  It  was  a  hasty  aim.  1  saw  a  tight ;  but  they 
care  80  little  that  it  is  there  atill." 

"  liumph  !"  said  the  gunner,  considering,  but 
it  inovei"  mpidly  to  and  fro ;  there  Is  great  rtir 
in  ti]«  room ;  and  look  you,  many  amwd  men 
are  cotnv  to  the  grating  ;  and  there  are  othem 
on  tlie  top  of  the  towers,  all  eagerly  looking 
towards  th«  city;  and  their  action  is  cnmest. 
Look,  look  !  with  wlial  »povd  a  messenger  U-aves 
the  Tourelles— you  can  tec  him  yonder;  that 
black  mark  that  goes  bo  swiftly  along  tlie  hank. 
in  the  direction  of  the  tkrl  of  Suffolk's  tent !" 

'•  That  sliot  has  dom?  more  than  any  youVc 
sped  to-day,  Maitrc  Jean,"  said  the  wildier. 

"  I  hope  so ;  I  hope  it  hw,"  saitl  Um>  gunner ; 
"  the  son  should  impruvi;  upon  the  fattivr.  I  may 
leave  a  name  behind  m«,  but  let  my  «on  c(:li[>ae 
it :  1  shall  low  hi*  gloty  better  than  my  own  ;" 
und  lie  tapped  hiit  breast  willi  liis  Ivfl  hand,  and 
then  hugged  his  son  in  hi«  arms. 

"There  is  confusion  in  tlieir  camp,"  ioid  the 

E guard;  "that  is,  confuaion  for  soldiers 
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and  Englishmen  :  there  ar«  group,  auil  Uie;  | 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  talk  tuiJ  liurry  . 
again." 

**  You  are  right !  there  b  somethEng,  bat' 
bat  —  not  a  word  of  this  in  the  towtL," 

•'  You're  not  envious  of  your  son's  euociM,] 
so  it  be  ?"  said  tlie  soldier. 

"  Envious  y  rcplinl  Maltro  Jenn,  with 
ble  scorn, "  no !    But  do  you  remember  wlnt  I 
did  witli  Uio  man  Uwt  led  the  crowned 
round  tlic  walls  of  Meaux,  and  cnllod  on 
Bnglisli  to  mnsom  th^  king  f" 

"  They    banged    him  when  tliey  took 
town."' 

"  Ay,  ay,  now  glory's  a  great  tiling, 
man's  sliouldera  may  bear  the  respgnnbilit] 
it  i  but  if  tbe  English  should  take  tbU 
should  be  sorry  that  my  boy  should  hn 
mortal  grudge  by  them.** 

*'  I  thought  tbe  English  were  never  to 
it.- 

"  Tliey  nerer  will,  tbey  never  &haU  j 

—if — » 

"  Our  lc«din«  should  mistake  and  let  1 

"  Yes,  tlwn  we  may  as  well  keep  the  mitttr 

c|uiet  till  they're  mSe  out  of  the  way,  and  thro 

for  envy  I  Why  little  Louis  shall  ride  on  the  i 
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verin  all  tliroug)i  tite  streets  of  Orleans,  and  I'll 
walk  behind  bim,  ontl  tliat,  I  think,  will  be 
fame ;  but  no  danger  if  we  can  help  it ;  so  off 
now  to  your  supper ;  and  if  you're  back  soon, 
you  Bhall  help  me  to  take  a  few  more  pops  at 
tb«>m  before  we  go  to  sleep." 

\Vha.i  that  shot  bad  dooo  the  FVencli  tlteii 
neittiitr  knew  nor  inquired.  Tbey  were  left, 
iodtwd,  jEbr  duys,  wilhuut  any  frc«b  assault,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  ooostant  canooaade,  wliich 
seemed  ninioraeleisiy  kepi  up  against  them. 

But  thi.<t  mi^it  be  accounted  for  by  the  cir- 
cumstaoce  which  tben  engrossed  tbeir  own  at- 
tention. The  bra%-e  young  warrior,  the  bastard 
John  of  Orleans,  entered  the  town  for  its  de- 
fence with  a  company  worthy  of  his  fellow&liip; 
the  fortunate  soldier,  who  had  Uttle  more  than 
attained  his  majority,  was  us  notei)  fur  bi-uuty 
and  grace  as  fur  valour,  and  the  womvii  of  Or- 
leans made  ills  bvumitig  black  eyes  their  Uiome, 
while  their  husbands  spoke  of  his  prowess  and 
skill  io  chivalry. 

Tttc  Lord  of  Ste.  Severe,  Marshal  of  France, 
was  with  him  ;  and  *o  were  Uie  Lords  of  Beuil 
and  Chaumont  sur  Loire ;  Me«ire  Jacques  de 
ChabanneH,  Seneschal  of  the  Bourbonnois ;  the 
jlwnji  K»igb^  Xheftulde  de  Valpergue,  with 
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bis  Italian  infantry,  bearing  bows  and  pointed 
stakes,  BUcb  oe  had  6enr«d  tbe  Englisli  so  weU 
at  Azincourt. 

But  moat  welcome,  next  tu  tbeir  young  lauler, 
was  die  soldierly  La  l^ire,  tbi>  idol  of  the  mmp, 
the  model  of  eacJi  aspiring  v-cquinr  and  page, 
poeeeeted  of  all  Uie  gogd-f«l!ow  virtues  of  hi« 
CdUing,  aiid  ignorant,  evt^n  in  his  prtijen,  oft 
lliought  beyond  ttiuiii ;  timt  coininaniled  ulwola- 
tion  from  a  priisEt  on  going  iiilu  bullW  u*  he 
buckled  on  his  armour,  and  aaked  no  oOior  boon 
of  Providence  than  that  it  would  do  by  him  sf 
it  would  be  done  by  —  an  odd  reedii^  of  a 
ClirUtian  text,  but  one  that,  in  practice,  nakes 
up  mutiy  mure  fearful  and  dastardly  critnas  than 
Etienue  de  Vignollcs,  such  was  the  real  none 
uf  the  Gascon  knight,  aver  committed.  Tli'! 
Captain  of  V'endAme  and  MvAairo  Cuniey  the 
Arragoaese,  were  of  his  immediate  bond  ;  the 
whole  succour  amounting  to  tlie  welcome  number 
of  eiglit  hundred  men. 

Did  tliis  array  paralyse  tlie  motions  of  the 
Bi^lish  Wdors,  or  did  Sali«lniry  plan,  nay,  was 
he  nut  vxecutiog,  some  new  and  irmistible  de- 
vic«  f  Hi*  sullen  cannon,  and  tlie  conetant  cool 
repulse  of  akimiidtort,  wen^  all  the  tokcnsof  tbe 
beii^rv'  vigour.  At  icngtli,  rumours  vime  in  to 
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Orbans  wtikh  the  citizens  scarcely  tknct  to  be- 
lieve for  joy ;  but  circumstances  Muifinmnl  them, 
frwfa  tutwrtions  were  added  And  credited — their 
most  ri>doubt«d  foo  was  dedd. 

Whi)^  his  ears  yet  dmok  theflbtteiy  of  Olas- 
iIkIv's  speech,  and  in  the  high  intoxication  of  but 
tlwut.  Uie  ertuh  of  thv  stbno  shot  sounded  on 
thti  iron  grating,  hv  w»s  struck  »Iown  miserably, 
piteously  mmngled.  Hulf  of  his  check  wan 
carried  nway,  and  oii«  of  his  eyes  was  burst. 
Hir  Thomas  Ciargrave  fell  mortally  wounded 
bende  him.  In  this  extremity  of  wretched  help- 
kwness  his  aceustonted  spirit  did  not  forsake 
him.  A  leech  waf  summoned,  and  his  wound 
was  dremed  on  the  spot;  t«  him  ho  spoke  no 
word,  he  knew  hi*  fati»,  and  ihjsinni  of  surgery 
no  more  than  ao  much  time  as  shouM  leave  his 
will  of  vengeance  a  legacy  to  hia  countrymen. 
A  messenger  liad  been  despatched  to  the  Barl  of 
Suffolk,  who  instantly  ri'pmn'd  to  him,  but  the 
door  of  the  apurtmvnt  wiu)  cloKcd ;  the  Iwch 
waa  enjoined,  by  a  sign  friim  the  geni-ral,  to 
secrecy. 

Men  cannot  remove  all  the  signs  of  calamity  g 
there  are  actions  that  our  sympathies  instantly 
interpret.  Suffolk  repaired  to  his  commander  ; 
many  conjectured  and  hinted  the  truth. 
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At  tiight,  when  oil  had  been  purposely 
wiUuD  the  bounds  of  their  quarters,  Stlubur? 
was  borne  by  liis  own  diosen  servant*  to  bit 
tent;  tliere  the  chieta  aw&ittHl  hiin,  and  there, 
coDquering  tlie  pain  ai>d  danger  tliat  rendered 
his  s]>eech  a  port  of  martyrdom,  he  gasped  and 
etammervd  out  in  imperfect  utterance : — 

"  Lul  not  the  fiita  of  one  poor  life  prove  the 
low  of  England's  power  in  PraQOu ;  promiao  to 
do  justice  to  my  memory ;  let  not  an  accident 
rob  it  of  its  rights— rob  you  of  your  oouquests —  fl| 
ourmasterof  liisdoouDioo.  Promise  dm!,  friends,  ™ 
not   to  abandon  this  siege :  fight  as  we  have 

fought  together — often — herej  and  by the 

city  shall  be  your's ;  ay,  ay,  and  France  with  it  i 
it  is  the  high  road — there  is  no  otlvw  way  1" 

A  clamour  of  assent,  in  broken  oiid  hanh 
tODOe  of  fiiry,  and  of  unwonted  feeling,  ww 
sweet  music  to  th«  fainting  warrior's  e&rs.  He 
roused  himself,  and  gnisped  e«cli  finnly  by  the 
hand,  and  dismissed  them  ail  but  Glasdole. 

"  They  are  brave  and  noble  ;  they  will  do  me 
right,"  he  aaid  faintly;  "but  you,"  and  he 
summoned  his  strength  for  the  last  vfibrt,  **  you 
are  as  myself — wher«  you  plant  your  foot  \iml 
ground  is  won  for  the  king  we  serve ;  hold  tha 
TouiBlleH  till  tliey  fall  above  you." 
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<«  I  will,"  replied  Olft»dal«. 

A  hideom-smile  be«nuN]  on  to  mncb  of  Satis- 

fa  face  as  could  be  saen. 
"  And  now  let  me  be  bome  from  the  camp  to 
leun ;  let  me  not  discourage  tlie  men  by  dying 
among  them.    Farewell  I"  again  he  pressed  his 
lieutenant's  hand.    "  Now  '.•* 

He  wnx  borne  to  Meun  silently  us  Ik  dceired, 
and,  there,  on  Wudiunday,  th»  34tb,  thrn;  daya 
after  he  was  struck,  died  tho  man  whom  the 
figlish  themsclws  considered  the  "  orruw-head 
their  cause,  without  which  tlw  shaft  were 
ileet." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Thb  morning  of  tJ»e  8th  of  NoTwnber  wu 
bright  and  clear.  The  citizons  w«rc  nssetnbled 
with  manj  of  th«  lenders  upon  tli«  minpfirts  t 
for  the  EngliKli  axmy  gnvc  syinptoiofl  of  ratreat. 
The  firing  ».ti)l  conttnued  from  the  Tourellec, 
now  fully  repaired  by  th«  vigiUince  aiid  activity 
of  Gliwlttle,  from  tlic  haitiTi.'!«  of  St.  Jean  le 
Blaiic,  and  the  Bastille  of  St.  I*nv<^ ;  and  a  line 
of  armed  nieii  stood  ou  thi>  nhore,  ready  to  repulao 
any  sally  on  the  pert  of  the  bwicged.  The  lost 
waggons  and  sumptor  horses  were  being  laden 
with  the  pavilions  and  stores  of  the  host,  and  the 
troopi,  formed  into  two  divisions,  onder  th« 
bnnncra  of  tlieir  leaders,  seemed  ready  to  depart 
in  uppositv  din-ctions.  Warriors,  Hiid  those  who 
liud  first  learned  to  wivid  weapon  in  the  latu 
attaciis,  crowded  round  Uh^  Bwtanl  of  Orleans 
BiiJ  the  Marslial  de  Ste.  Severe,  imjntient  to  be 
led  tu  the  attack  of  tlie  retiring  foe.    The  hi 


I 


« 


THE  XAIO  OP  ORLEAKS. 


1)3 


of  La  Hire  and  Pobm  de  XantnuUes  were 
ready  bt-tow  the  wall,  and  the  ferry-barges  rested 
at  tiic  Puetem  Chesneau,  which  opetifd  on  the 
water- sidi;  retuly  fw  u  $aUy,  or  even  for  a 
gvi)i;ral  sortie,  should  one  be  detornuDUd  oii. 

1'he  eye  of  the  Bastard  glanced  toand  fro  witli 
eagle  keennees,  and  his  youthful  colour  came 
and  went  as  he  looked  on  tlie  masses  which 
lingered  on  the  opposite  bank. 

"Ilis  heart  is  for  the  battle,"  said  Jacques 
Boucher ;  who,  with  Marie,  stood  near  enougb 
to  wiit«h  his  count vnun(;c. 

"  Shtdl  vTf.  not  all  da:ih  forwanl  ?"  axkcd 
Xantrailli-s,  and  give  theae  Knglish  a  bi^t  alarm  ? 
Metliinks  we  might  even  win  fn»n  them  iiomn  of 
those  treasures  they  are  trussing  up  so  orderly, 
as  if  they  were  in  their  own  land  preparing  for 
a  merry  ptogrees,  rather  than  in  the  presence  of 
an  enemy." 

The  Bastard  looked  at  Ste.  Severe.  The 
marthal  Kaid  uotliing ;  hut  his  eye  by  no  means 
aecondod  thfc  eulhusiasni  of  the  Gascon  knight. 
'*  My  bravo  countryman,"  said  La  Hire  to 
Xantrailles,  after  a  pause ;  "  this  will  not  be 
the  last  alarm  we  shall  ha?e  to  give  to  the  Eng- 
lish before  Orleans ;  they  have  lost  their  leader, 
uid  they  may  t-hange  their  plans,  but  by  St. 
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Louta !  some  plan  or  oHh/er  will  they  etUl  haw  1 
make  themselves  masters  here.  It  is  a  re^iita,^ 
my  friend,  but  do  pardon.  No  matter  if  they 
return ;  we  may  make  tlitm  retire  BgBi%  by  the 
muss  I  to  choo»e  onotlicr  Ivftdur." 

"  Tlicy  axe  not  gone  yet,"  said  Ste,  Serm; 
"  tlicy  will  Iiold  the  TourBUes,  and  their  three 
bulvariu ;  or  before  this  tliey  would  havo  began 
to  raze  tliem  to  the  ground." 

'**  No,  it  is  impoeaible,"  said  the  Bastard,  after 
a  long  Bun'ey.  *'  Their  giuu  at  tlie  I'ourdlei 
would  take  an  advance  on  one  flank,  and  their 
battery  of  St.  Jean  le  Blanc  on  the  other,  w«r» 
we  to  aally  firom  the  Postern  Cbeuwau.*^  "^M 

'*  Itia  galling  enough  to  mo tliem  march  away^ 
so  coolly,"  ohwrved  Xantnulln;  "nee  tlwmar* 
shal  of  their  host,  the  l^rd  Lancelot  de  llile, 
riding  from  post  to  poet,  preventing  all  haste, 
and  keeping  them  in  as  quiet  an  array,  aa  if 
tbtj  expected  tlie  dead  Harry  himself  to 
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them." 

"  Ay,"  exclaimed  U  Hire,  "  I  know  de  HiJe 
for  a  br«ve  vetoran,  and— «»  !  yonder  is  Sof- 
(blk'«  banner,  and  here  rides  their  Tulbot— 
were  I  but  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  I  might 
hai'e  a  tilt  with  him.  just  to  say,  '  au  rrtiiir.' 
1  respect  him  aa  1  do  the  devil  himself,  for  being 
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>  brave  oa  the  wrong  side — but — "  auxl  h«  east 
a  long  and  wistful  glanco  round  bim ;  "  by  all 
the  saiuta  in  tJ>e  calendar,  and  as  niany  taon  as 
there  will  be  when  I'm  mode  a  saint — and  I 
fancy  the  Pope  wtll  be  a  long  time  ooming  to  my 
turn— I  don't  tee  where  we're  to  touch  them  I" 

"  No  sign  of  moving  from  the  forbf,''  again 
Eocctoiined  the  Baetanl  impatiently—"  they  will 
return  then." 

"  And  Iwui  \tt  in  on  every  nde,"  replied  Ste. 
Severe ;  "  tltey  teach  us  wltat  to  do  ;  see  yoa 
how  they  are  destroying  tlie  little  yoa  left  by 
accident,  in  tbeir  neighbourhood." 

"  The  wine-presses  in  the  valley  of  tlio  Ixwra ." 

"  Yes,  they'll  leave  no  shrub  or  board  to 
shelter  an  attack  upon  their  entrenehment*.'^ 

"  Humph,"  replied  the  Bastard,  and  he  cast 
liis  cyc»  wistfully  over  the  finest  environs  in 
ftaure.  "  The  poor  citizens  I"  he  at  length 
uxdaiined,  "  the  good,  patient,  brave,  loyal 
dtkens!" 

f*  It  a  like  keeping  off  wolves  with  a  cudgel)" 
said  La  Hire  [  *'  fay  all  the  oaths  of  Orleans  I  I 
beg  the  saints'  pardon  for  not  knowing  tbem 
well  enough  yet  to  swear  by  i  111  go  to  the 
vhuFches  on  purpose." 

"  My  friends  t"  eried  tli«  Bastnrd,    turning 
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shortly  roand  to  the  citumis,  "  our  weak 
hen  offer  us  little  chonve  of  niccres  ehoul 
full  upon  our  rotreuting  foos ;  we  hav* ; 
what  tho  English  Invti  doiM!  in  [litrtH-d 
when  they  tiavi^  had  time  to  choose  the  | 
against  very  different  proportioiui  of  ni 
from  our'e.  And  now  dare  you  aee  the  < 
fortune  givt-s  us  for  a  furtiier  Bttcri£ce? 
contest  is  but  d«lay^-d  ;  Ihv  Tourollvs  theyj 
hold,  aiid  t^idently  with  a  forc«  bt^oixl  i 
means  to  dispoasesa ;  they  will  como 
will  you  leave  them  a  chance  of  advanlagel 
you  can  taliv  from  th^nt,  for  the  mke  nCf 
Kacrilio»  that  cnn  be  ii«ktid  of  you  r" 

■'  No  1  no  <  apedt  <— W)»t  ishall  we doP"' 
a  hundred  voices  at  onoe. 

"  Leave  uoUiing  of  Orleans  without  it*  \ 
wus  the  reply. 

'*  Down  witJi  all !"  came  in  a  about  fn 
poopk'. 

"  To  the  Halles  then  '.  call  your  fellows  1 
Poton,  and  you,  Lu  Hire,  lukv,  if  you  will,  i 
companies  ;  pass  out  by  the  Burgundy  gat«,^ 
keep  ujwn  Um  right ;  Uiere  you  can  prot 
or  threaten  them ;  w«  have  our  work  to  da| 

Away  in  a  tide  rushed  the  pei^le,  wit 
leaden,  tlie  short  distance   from  the  soot 


THE  MAID  OF  ORLEANS. 


117 


ramparts  to  the  Hallo.  Tliv  liwiBurer  went  to 
tlie  council ;  but  Marie,  altemlMi  by  hur  tw^uire, 
watohed,  on  tiie  southern  bank,  tix  anhrtly  re- 
tjvat  of  iba  English,  till  tliey  W6re  almost  lost 
to  Right :  and  thvn,  turning  to  the  eastern  quAT" 
tor,  *Ik  raw  tho  top  of  tlio  bigh  tower  of  St. 
Aigiiiui  ulr«D(ly  burling  to  the  ground — u  signal 
tliul  t)if  devBslatioD  bnd  commencod  on  tbat 
aide ;  and  that,  even  when  tb«y  bcli«v^i  tlie 
danger  part  for  a  time,  tJie  citRvni!  were  capahio 
of  sacrificing  to  the  cauw  of  their  oountr^',  po«- 
sesdone,  in  extent  and  valite,  nearly  equal  to 
that  wliich  they  still  hoped  to  bold  for  them* 
selves,  and  their  rightful  sovereign. 

Ax  Boon  08  she  returned  home,  she  found  the 
tnaBUrrr ;  new  anxieties  arose  in  the  place  of 
old  Qn«« ;  the  joy,  whi^h  slione  in  almost  cwry 
face  sliA  met,  only  n>mindod  her  that  thu  nature 
of  her  perib  was  changed. 

"  And  are  you  still  determined,"  asked 
Jacques  Boucher,  "  to  remain  witli  us,  and 
share  what  every  one  in  Orleans  will  assuredly 
have  to  endure,  and  of  which  you  have  yet  but  a 
slender  experience,  rather  than  submit  to  tlie 
king's  will  ?" 

I  "I  nm  here  at  home  among  my  friendi," 
I  replied  Mftrii);  "and  iball  not  leave  them  for  my 
^^Mrsecutois,  unless  1  am  obli^^d.^ 
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■'  We  thank  you  for  your  love,  and  all  of  U3 
believe  in  it,"  said  Jac<]U» ;  "  but  it  behone 
you  vnW  to  think ;  however,  whether  it  be  for 
our  sekes  or  not,"  and  he  ventured  a  smile  aa  he 
eaid  thi>,  "  nmaJn  jou  probably  can,  if  yoa  «o 
desire  it.  The  English,  if  v^  ore  rightly  lik 
fbnned,  will  go  no  further  titan  ]hteun  on  the  ow 
•idti,  and  Jerg«&u  on  the  i>th»r ;  and  holding  the 
Tourellea  here,  the  country  between  will  not  br 
«a£e  for  travellerB." 

"  But  if  Aadr£  should  prevail  upon  any  of  tbe 
parties  passing  to  and  fro  for  oonvoy  of  pny 
ndoQs  to  admit  us  into  thctir  coDipony?" 

"  Andr6  ia  not  the  ino«t  adventurous  knight 
I  ever  saw;  and  thc«c  convoys  do  not  alwap 
reach  their  dntitinatioo,  of  which  I  will  take  can* 
to  inform  him." 

"  l'haiik»,  my  really  kind  guardian  I    Bat  of 
the  larger  boches  that  sometinies  pan  under  the 
leading  of  the  generals,  tJtere  can  be  no 
doubt.'* 

"  With  tbe  generals  themselves  I  hBv«  fooe 
influence,"  answered  thetrvamror;  "  and  La 
Tremouille  is  too  much  of  a  oarpet  knight  to  b^ 
popidar  with  them;  I  think  I  can  permwk 
them  to  grant  any  civil  tvifvguanl  to  Masttr 
Aodrf  hifflMlf,  that  will  take  him  out  of  Uift 
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way ;  but,"  venturing  another  smile, "  I  will  tell 
tJieni  what  trouble  they  would  have  to  Icwl  you 
nfely  wliithiT you  didn't  wish  to  go;  and,  per- 
haps, thpy  mi^t  think  with  mi;,  Uiat  they 
night  spoTo  Uwmselres  the  puius." 

"  1  am  vtrangely  pvrtiiiacioiu ;  but  you  will 
forgive  my  fear*      .  " 

'*  Of  a  huxband  ?  ye»— -witat  dse  T' 

"  If  UtTreuiouilleBJkould  now  get  special  or- 
ders from  the  king  to  send  me  with  a  detachment 
for  the  purpose." 

"  Th«  girl  thinks  horself  of  no  liUle  im- 
portance, wife,**  said  tlw  treasurer  to  hts  ludy, 
who  had  just  entered ;  "  but  tilie  murt  be  of 
taaie  coni««quenc«  yet,  before  the  leaders  here 
would  think  their  men  well  employed  in  escort- 
ing her  at  La  Tremouille's  [Measure}  and  for 
the  king — but  it  \i  ax  w<>ll  not  to  say  it  above 
one's  bmitli ;  wu  serve  Iiim,  but  that  is  in  our 
own  wny,  and  fur  his  own  good }  but  not 
alway«  exactly  in  the  manner  he  wishes,  or,  at 
least,  directs;  for  we  take  it  into  our  beads 
sometimes  to  sappose  that  he  does  not  direct  us 
exactly  as  he  wishes,  and  so  substitute  better 
measures  of  our  own." 

"  Then  I  am  aife !  my  dear  kind  friends," 
cried  Marie,  as  happily  as  if  slio  liad  nothing 
more  to  apprehend. 


ISO 


JOAN  OF  ARC, 


that 


"  So  fer  at  least,  I  hope,"  aiMwnvd 
surer ;  "  and  less  cause  will  they  hav?  to  rare 
about  you  Ht  all,  for  your  vioej-ards,  poor  ghl, 
must  «}iurv  in  the  commoo  sacrifice."  M 

"  Li-t  them  go,"  rt>»pon<l*»l  Marie  joyfully. " 
"  1  rare  not  how  little  I  haw— «o  it  bp  but 
enough  for — for  the  humblest  ww)t«  ;  let  thrai 
go !  "0  one  may  covet  my  hand  then.  T  shall  be 
as  &ee  as  a  peasant,  may  bestow  it  wIhtv  I 
please,  &t  least  without  the  cruel  rextiAiol  that 
rank  and  fortune  impose  on  it." 

"  Mark  you  how  glad  she  is  to  g»t  rH 
wealth,"  cried  tlie  treasurer ;  "  ay,  ay,  I 
be  but  one  reason  to  make  a  girl  rejoic«  at  loair^ 
■1)  her  «cx  would  coutond  for."  M 

"  And  that  i«  independence,"  intvrpo««d  Ma-  " 
dame  Houcher.   The  tieosurvr  took  the  hint  and 
held  his  tonguft. 

filasdalo,  with  six  hundred  choeen  men, 
kept  the  forts,  and  liis  artillery  were  not  idle ;  yet,J 
to   tlie   harassed  townsmen,  this  state 
almost  a  cessation  of  arms ;  t}i>cy  cast  targe  can- 
noD,  and  replied  to  the  Cngli^h  fire  so  as  to  keep 
tlic  garrison  in  constant  employ  impairing  llie 
damages  tlioy  made ;  eW,  so  mud)  U  orcn  tnuw 
quilli^  comparative,  that  Orl«an«  »ecmpd  forfl 
more  than  thr«c  we^a  aUnost  to  rajoy  a  holy- 
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flay.  Prorigions  arnTOd,  kikI  soniftinuw  nwn, 
from  Tours,  from  Wow,  Bour^,  Chateftudun, 
froin  (.-very  town  wlwrw  the  truc-lieerted  people, 
fearing  lh«  peculations  of  a  selfish  ministrT.couU 
send  tlM^ir  tribute  of  succour  direct  to  Utc  ad- 
vanced guard  of  Pronch  (mtionality. 

It  was  runiourv<I  that  the  court  would  desert 
tlio  tntddle  provinoGR,  and  sock  refuge  in  the 
south,  but,  let  who  would  lifimv  their  King, 
there  were  yet  citizens  in  Fhuice,  determined  to 
t\w  lust  to  be  true  to  themselvea,  and  in  that  to 
their  powreign.  In  many  a  rich  province,  party 
had  arnyed  men  against  their  own  national  ex- 
iKUmne ;  the  aristocracy  in  any  ca^  could  ^re 
their  estate*  by  swearing  fealty  to  Uw  Btranger — 
even  t)M>  Kii^'<  favourite,  his  Chamberlain  l,tt 
1>emouille,  wa»  more  than  nucpcciwl  of  intend- 
ing #uch  traffic,  when  hi»  castle  of  Sully  was 
plaeed  by  ita  Kngliah  captors  under  the  govern- 
ment of  bis  near  relation ;  the  un»ophistiout«d 
people  were  true,  and  they  foun<l  among  the 
chivalry  of  France,  and  at  last  aniotig  thcm- 
*elws,  leaderv  worthy  of  tlieir  devotion  and  their 
cause. 

November  passed  without  any  very  serious  in- 
terruption to  Marie'e  tranquillity.  The  altemptn 
(be  ttod  anticipated  were  mode,  and  they  were 
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m»t  by  Jacques  Boucher,  as  be  had  promued. 
Once,  indeed,  Andr^  believed  h*  had  a  chanN 
of  pflribnniiig  his  task :  a  nicrcenary  escort  could 
be  pnx^urad  for  aconsiderable  part  of  tite  waji 
hut  the  treiisurer  liiated  tbe  danger  to  Richard, 
and  the  youth  quickly  acted  upon  the  suggeelioa. 
He  apprised  Andi^,  that,  at  the  point  wfanv 
they  wm  left  by  the  conroy,  he  should  with- 
drew  luK  pcirolt',  and  Imrc  Hut  satitifaction,  n-ith- 
out  breaking  tlio  pwwc  of  Orieans,  not  only  of 
doing  hi-tbrnit  for  hi«  mitrtrew's  liberation  ami  lilt 
own,  but  of  Ir}'iiig  how  far  he  couM  {tay  the  (Inbt 
which  iva  arJ(»owle<lged  for  the  trouble  of  tlieii 
capture. 

«  Tliat  is  littlfl  to  be  heeded,"  said  Andrtf,  hot 
tM>  took  care  to  admit,  that  mon>  dang«TOUE  eae- 
mieit  might  be  met  on  the  remainder  nf  the  rawL 
He  dreaded  Richard,  the  marauiling  parties. 
and  Ite  dreaded  another  aege ;  but,  int«nially 
cursing  the  chance  that  had  led  him  into  thf 
trap,  wail  fain  to  remain  in  it  tike  otlier  rsgfd 
vemiiu,  because  he  saw  a  aur«r  destruction  st 
iU  door. 

Winter  set  in  with  nil  itK  inclemency,  ttie  IsA 
veatigeH  of  habitalion  wcm  dcctroyLvl  in  the 
northern  suburbs,  and  tho  English  rrtumnl  in 
force  to  the  task  they  nevor  intended  to  nban- 
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don.  At  firtt  tliey  merely  vintcdl  tl«i  Tourftllee, 
but  soon  tliMr  U-wlcr'i!  iimturiKl  plan*  were  put 
in  prartioc.  SufTulk,  nobU'r  and  inore  gi>nerous 
than  SalUbury,  wa*  an  fnciny  in  th«  itrt  uf  war 
equally  to  be  dreaded.  H«  hwl  tlu>  advantage 
of  the  Regent's  perfect  approbatioH  and  aup* 
port. 

Bedford  ne^ier  approved  the  attack  upon 
Orleans,  but,  once  begun,  tie  saw  tbat  Uw  final 
■uccem  of  Uw  EnglUh  <:au»>  dcpen^lcd  u|>on  it» 
being  cami>d  througli.  Suffolk  coutd  bo  patient, 
he  know  that  lie  wa»  entirely  trust«d.  Talbot 
and  all  the  leaders,  wlto  had  strengtliened  the 
councils  and  battles  of  Iii*  pwdec««Bor,  served 
gladly  under  lh«  gallant  Suffolk  ;  the  nege  was 
carried  on  without  remi^iwi  or  truce,  save  for 
nx  bourn  un  the  very  feritival  of  Cbristmaa,  when 
the  clarions  luid  trumpeta  of  the  adverse  forces 
met  at  the  I'tnireltee  to  perTorro  a  solemn  muidc 
in  the  presence  of  tite  leaders  of  both  nationa ; 
yet  even  them,  tlu-ir  talk  wan  of  Iho  war,  their 
jests  were  dt^fiaace,  Uieir  c«inpliinontit  tlie  me- 
mories and  pronittto«  of  combat,  and  their  saluta- 
tiotiE,  glances  meaturing  mcli  other  for  the  futun^ 
strife. 

01a«da]e  was  still  left  in  command  of  Iho  forts 
to  the  aoulh ;  Suffolk  and  1'albot,  and  the  other 
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leaden,  cotnnuincod  th«  *aaie  sjrstem  of  isolati 
im  the  othor  bauk,  foUoviiig  it  up  at  last  by 
building  a  bafitille  dd  a  small  islaud  in  the  ri 
below  the  town,  so  aa  to  cut  off  all  suppliu 
catDe   by  water  from  tho  west,  while  Ji 
contr»ll<Hl  its  paaage  on  thu  L-ast.      It  wa»  to 
th«  battle  of  cocitnvKK.  utrcngtti,  atid 
against  LmiictuoMly  comparatively  weak. 
you  Dot  s«en  aomit  gigantic  ullilete,  despising 
artivity  of  an  ilUmatched  opponent,  lauglu 
at   exertions    tliat    brought    only   exhaus' 
waiting  till  all  vigour  was  gone,  to  win  ao 
almost  ao  unopposed  nctoiy  ? 

Daily  skirmislte*  were  dared,  to  give  sonw 
to  the  iinpatiom'e  of  the  garriaoned  cht 
Suffolk  BRiiled :  equal  loss  was  to  htm  cei 
gain.      The  martial  animosity  vms  shared 
the  weakest,  and  the  youngest — thegold-headnl 
Aymart    de    Puisieux  led  tlw    French 
against  an  array  of  English  youUi,  and 
fought  with  stones  and  flints  in  sevorc  atKl 
gerous  conflict,  boforv  lenders  who  triuned 
to  valour  as  tlw  first  of  virtues, 

Mnitre  Jnun  rould  find  little  mirth  in  Orl 
and    he,    therefore,   imule   hui   own    with 
enemy.      With  his  cutvrrin  now  jilaced  in  a 
niche  of  the  hriilgi',  h<>  gulhil  those  who  guarded 
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Hie  advanced  works  of  th«  1'ourelleB,  oDd  c-nufiiDg 
it  u>  be  carried  wl)orc\'er  u  faUy  was  vxpi-ctod, 
a<ldmi  to  Uic  Biigiish  ima,  in  ainKWt  Kvery 
encounter. 

"  Mourn  oTer  me,  Louis,"  he  cried  to  his  soOi 
ax  he  threw  himself  upon  the  ground,  utter 
placing  two  or  three  of  his  foes  in  the  Ham« 
ptieition.  "Mourn  over  me,  l^oub  I  stoop  down 
to  me  and  kiss  my  cheek ;  there  now,  wring 
your  hands  —  capital !  the  rascals  will  think  I'm 
dead)  and  then  thej-'ll  come  within  range  of  th« 
shot.  Aha !  look  how  they're  rejoicing.  Now, 
comrades,  taiie  up  mv  body  and  bear  me  into  the 
town." 

**  It  is  too  bod  to  net  the  farce  of  a  corpse 
hi-rw  among  corpse*,"  said  his  old  fHend,  Philip. 

"  Noa»*n«e !  dwith's  a  fellow  thai  nvvur  resi^uu 
your  taking  libertic*  with  him ;  so,  there,  carry 
mo  properly !  By  St.  Euverte,  but  the  fellows 
ara  shouting  for  joy  !  Now  they  think  thpy'r* 
sure  of  me.  I'll  be  hack  among  you  presently, 
you  dogs ;  be  as  quick  as  you  can ;  don't  let  us 
lom  tira«  by  our  sport.  I'll  break  your  head, 
■  lead  OS  I  am,  tiuittaume,  if  you  spill  the  powdvr. 
Laugh  and  jest  always,  but  make  it  help  busi- 
neas." 

As   they   van    entering    the    gate   iii    tliiii 
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inoumful  ordt^r,  an  Eaglish  urraw  etnirkoM^ 
Maiiro  Jeun's  supporteis;    an^i  in  the  [Mhi,] 
let  fnll  tliH  corpse.    Maitre  Jean  lay  quii-t  vimu 
iu  n[>]>»nuicft>  though  he  Bwora  at  lii«  hearer  for 
a  coward  th«t  canH)  for  a  little  «mwrt ;  but, 
BooD  aa  the  gun  wa<  n-ady  for  liiui,  bucli 
Hprang  to  it,  and,  taking  his  aim,  laid  (hrw< 
four  of  tiis  aatonislied  opponents  in  the  duiL 

"  Tiiore,  my  boys,"  eaid  the  gunner,  *• 
a  numsunger  to  t«ll  you  I'm  alive  atMlma 
Alio,  you  rascally  Godotu!  that  will  u^achywil 
difleronou  between  je«tan()  earu«Rt;  youttumb 
b  no  prctutiot!.     Now,  buyR,  loud  again  as  : 
as  you  cnn ;   w«'ll  pop  off  »otne  mori' 
they've  dojw  staring  at  tlw  ollwra." 

But,  notwitliHtanding    the    vivacity   uf 
FWuch   character,   Maitre   Jean    found 
sharers  in  his  jeets  than  his  valour. 

From  day  to  day  grew  the  matice  of  the  war  j 
th«  leiulvr*  still  int^rclianged  civiliticH.      Th 
Bastard  of  Orlrans  rt>luniF<t  martin-iikitis  forj 
wint«r  fur,  to  linv  tliv  robes  of  hie  lulvtM 
and  graciouftlj  accoptttl  tlw  prrtn-nt  of  fr 
which  accompanied  Uie  mittcst  from  Su 
but  Rieny.  whote  soM  or  pan>nt»  Hiigorcd ' 
wounds,  or  had  been  aent  to  tlieir   last 
aUiorred  and  reviled  tliocourtoey  whtob 
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for  a  nioin«iit  to  stuy  Utv  fierce  implacmbility  uf 
veugtjance. 

It  was  m  sadd(!iuHl  ouriouty  that  Marie  now 
k>oked  from  the  watl-i,  whcro  all  had  bei!ii  beauty, 
or  hod  inclicatotl  plunly  and  comfort  ;  the  win- 
ter's desolation  was  mi^rcy  to  the  work  of  man  : 
nothing  relieved  tlie  t«dbus  panorama  of  ruin, 
of  blackened  arches,  and  cnniililiiig  beapa,  but 
the  strong  square  towers  of  the  invaders ;  their 
wood-fenced  parka,  with  the  huta  of  the  sol- 
diery just  visible  above  them,  and  the  line  of 
wTiil  and  ditch,  which  began  to  join  each  fort  to 
its  nearest  ni-iglibour,  so  as  to  leave  no  rood  for 
■Kbe  arrival  of  friends. 

^^     The  cvenU  of  wicli  day  were  honour  or  dis- 

I     comfiturc  to  tlw  chivalry  who  led  the  skirmisluis  ; 

tu  tlic  cittienv,  to  tlicir  wives,  tbi^r  vhildmn,  the 

arrival  or  Ute  capture  of  a  convoy  which  might, 

for  a  few  days,  stave  off  the  cravings  of  hunger 

such  as  tiad  never  before  known  it,  was 

news  that  brought  the  light  into  the  sunken 

eye,  or  the  flasli  of  pleasure  or  disappointment 

to  tl>e  gaunt  and  care-worn  cheek. 

Atler  nwre  than  two  months  of  suffering  came 

tliat  Joy,  which  none  but  such  prisoners  of  fate 

can  feel,  of  tbe  hope  of  deliverance. 

Charles  of  Bourbon,  Countde  Clermont,  allied 
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to  the  TOjii  liouie,  «rus  to  lead  on  arm^ 
attack  of  tlic  rciitfon^inents  whicli  Sir  John 
F^utolf  was  bringing  to  tlui  aifgc,  with  such  pro- 
vistonc  AC  iiiigitt  supply  tlii;  English  aunp  during 
the  Lent,  Th«  )«ail«r  wu  jrouiig,  an  wen 
most  Uieii  in  liercditary  auUiurity  thnnighool 
France.  'Hn!  slaughter  and  captures  of  A^is- 
oourt^  a»  well  as  of  nany  suh»equ«iit  botdn, 
wnre  fvit  in  the  absence  of  almost  all 
Dobility  uf  experience  and  conduct. 

It  was  on  the  lOUi  of  February,  (Tltun&T] 
that  the  viUnens  of  Orleans  helicld,  witli  manj 
an  earnest  prayer,  the  bravL-st  of  their  defeoden 
go  forth  to  reinforce  the  young  Count,  wfao 
was  then  at  Blois.  John,  Uie  Bastard  of  OrleAM, 
was  accompanied  by  two  hundri>d  men,  and  fol- 
lowed llie  next  day  by  fifteen  hundred  com' 
batants,  led  by  Measire  Guillaume  d'  Albret 
William  Stewart,  brotlier  to  the  Constable  o 
.Gotland,  Saint  Sevt>re,  Graville,  V'erdursn,  aw 
those  who  found  thvir  plum  in  ihi-  front  of  nvif] 
danger ;  La  l!ir«  and  Poton  de  Xantroillos,  ndtt 
his  brother,  and  many  knights  and  ttquircs,  «qiM! 
perlia)M,  in  valour,  tliough  not  in  tlie  fortime  oi 
renown.  Tliis  noble  array  waa  to  join,  on  thi 
Pitrii  roadj'witli  an  army  of  four  tliousond  coiB' 
batants,  Scotch,  and  from  Auvergne,  and  tbi 
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Bourbonnois ;  among  whoin,  besiJes  the  Loi^  d« 
la  Tour,  Burun  of  Auwrgne,  and  roanj  VBliant 
FfviK:h>  was  the  bruv»  Jolin  Stewart,  th« 
Scottish  Coiutoble. 

As  the  gallant  army  paitsiHl  out.  tii«  citiz«i» 
Btood  upon  the  raraparta,  aiid  cheered  th«ir 
defenders.  Tliey  gave  them  froely  of  tlieir 
small  retnainiDg  store,  to  comfort  and  inspirit 
tbem  CO  their  march ;  and  they  taik<>d  tu  tlii;  m>I- 
dit^  of  the  trophies  which  should  be  prepuriM 
to  groot  theni  when  they  came  back  l'r«n)  tliB 
i-«rtRin  conquest.  Marie  stood  among  all  tin; 
outpoured  womanhood  of  Orleans,  and  promised 
with  thinn  Uic  tempting  priut  of  wtHnau'e  protsc 
to  all  will!  sJmuKL  di'VervB  it.  Sim  wnt  forth  exKU 
her  faithful  und  only  adherent ;  and  Kidmrd 
deemed  tliut  wrvic«  the  be«t  fid«lity  to  his 
mistrun. 

Tiic  citiz(;n«  did  well  tJte  work  of  the  major 
part  of  thi^ir  garriwn  in  its  absence ;  each  lukur 
might  bring  the  tidings  of  rescue,  and  toil  und 
sufiWing  arc  light  witli  such  a  thought.  The 
Saturday  passed  in  conjecluri'! ;  rumour,  indixnl, 
bom  of  men's  wishes,  gav«  tliem  tidings  of  suc- 
cess, but  none  cuuhl  trace  il.  The  Suiulay 
came,  pnwesnon*  w<>re  made  hi  the  streets,  itntt 
many  a  solemn  service  was  offered  on  tliat  day. 
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TIm  number  of  FastolP*  aimy  was  known,  il 
did  not  exceed  fiAiMii  hundred,  Uw  French  mud 
be  tiiiarly  four  timw  ns  many ;  Uie  pruses  of 
th«  Bahtai-il  of  Orleans  wrre  in  one  mouth,  whil* 
another  spoke  <^  Fnton  or  of  La  Hire,  and  aid 
thut,  bud  tliere  been  such  leaders  to  uppow 
Htmty  v.,  Agincourt  itself  hud  nol  been  loek 

Tidtngx  came  of  the  murch,  of  the  battk 
br^un ;  tW  people  becanw  fcwrud  with  «(»• 
pefUK,  The  houxvtu])  of  Jacques 
whoHc  dwelling,  built  of  hewn  atone,  had  si 
littJc'  from  the  neg-i,  cununaoded,  by  luokioi; 
to  tlio  right,  the  Paris  road,  from  wliich  tbr 
tidings  must  come  of  the  engagement.  Then, 
sheltered  from  the  English  arrows  by  sudi 
screens  as  the  servants  eould  fmine,  Marii-  iiml 
her  oumpanioiis  kept  watch  till  tlie  early 
hght  dt^piMird  into  nigltl,  uiid  riMidefvd  ol 
VMtion  hop>;lrxx. 

All  in  the  house  aliared  with  her  in  the  gsos- 
ral  impatieDc«,  and  hastened  witli  her  to  tW 
Bannier  Uate,  at  the  nortli-uasl  angle  uf  tbr 
town,  wliitber,  as  Uicir  duwoe  of  uMre  distant 
discovery  lessenod,  niiuiy  of  iho  citJzena  were 
tlirongiiig. 

The  troararer  of  the  Duke  of  Ortcsuie 
iiianded  respect  for  himself  and  his  party,  «i 
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Riig^t  have  beea  in  danger  froin  that 
^  aiixiouR  crowd.  Th«y  bad  not  been  at  the  gat« 
more  tlian  half  on  Iwur,  when  a  tiorecmun  Ar- 
rived at  full  fpeied.  A  sliout  of  "  New*  !  new*  !" 
was  followed  by  a  continuous  clamour  of  de- 
rnands  ;  the  man  was  woundod  and  lacked  asai&t- 
ame,  but  be  was  stopped  by  the  general  greet* 

^B  "  I*  it  victory  or  nirrvndor  ?"—"  The  wont !" 
^p^*  Are    w«    Aved    or    lost?"    wore    amoaig 
^the    tbouaaiid    vxclamtttions   of   inquiry.      As 
he  wared  liin  hand,  there  was  a  brcuthtess  si- 
lence, 
^b  "The  day  is  lost,"  Ite  exclaimwl.  A  groan  of 
^^«q»ir  rather  than  of  reprobation  followed  :  he 
wM  mffered  to  pass  on,  wbile  some  few  crowded 
around  him  to  learn  the  particulars  and  extent 
of  the  disaster. 

Almost  all  would  liave  followed^  but  Multrr 
Jean  nwived  their  curiosity  and  ihvir  i.'ouragf. 
^b  **  This  fellow  left  the  battle  «rc  it  was  over, 
^fnentls,"  hv  cri«d.  "  W]m3  does  not  know  tlrnt 
Portune  changes  t«ii  times  an  hour  t  This  fe)> 
low  was  struck,  and  be  thought  l-'rance  must  be 
loet  because  a  liUle  of  his  blood  was  let  out. 
Let  us  wait  for  lite  next.     We  shall  have  good 
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"Good  news!  Vive  Is  Fraocp  I  Vive  MkIUv 
Jmd  I"  eliouUxl  Uic  people, and  all  bent  CHgerlji 
fur  Uiv  nvxt  comers. 

It  wiiK  inorathun  six  o'clock  in  tliv  vvening, 
and  ctnigglitrt,  in  parties  of  Ivro  aiKl  Uire«, 
gan  fr4K|iitmli,v  to  arrive. 

'•  What  news  ?— it  tnuat  be  victory  ?"  ealM 
Mattre  Jeau  to  the  6nt  party. 

"  Lu  Hire  wue  doing  wliat  be  could,"  rvptM 
tlie  fuf^tiw  ;  "  but  you  nee  I  uni  diiabl«d,  uul 
»u  is  a  better  man,  Jnlin  of  Orleonx  I" 

"  JoliD  of  Orlean»  I  the  brave  Bastanl !  He  b 
not  dnul  P" 

'*  No,  no  \"  exclaimed  a  thousand  vmbca. 

"  \^^ounded,  not  dead,"  replied  tlie  man 
feebly  :  and  he  and  his  comradee  passed  on. 

"  He  is  not  dead  ^  cried  Hattre  Jean. 
*'  There  i«  hope  while  he  is  alive.  Vive  tlie  Ba»- 
tard  of  Orleans  !"  The  people  heartily  respoaded 
to  the  cry 

A  larger  party  arrived,  and  tbfy  bore  with 
thtim  many  oj'the  wounded  and  Um  dying ;  tiw 
fttouin  U^igftn  to  deepi'n,  but  none  could  now 
leave  the  ^>»t.  Though  the  victonout  Bngbih 
army  should  oocne  next  to  the  gatea,  all  must 
stay  to  learn  their  late  to  tlte  full.  The  mourn- 
ful puatng  bella  began  to  toll ;    the  cliurclie* 
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I  opened  for  the  rites  of  sorrow.    Hour  after 
),  but  neither  Marie  nor  any  of  Imt 
v-ttpectatofd  could  return  home. 
Midnight  rtruck,  and  then  the  main  body  of 

Kie   FFeiith   forces  appcanxl.     i>ispirited    uud 
varied  a«  thoy  were,  tUoy  vrvre  still  more  in 
uiiiher  Uiftn  Orl<-an«  had  lind  within  h«r  walls, 
nd  the  citi/niu;  looked  with  wundnr  on  so  many 
warriors  retumii^;  aHve  frotn  a  fivid  which  tliey 
.      had  not  won.    Tiiey  yet  more  than  doubled  the 
Bptmputod  number  of  the  foes  Utey   had  btwn 
^BppUIH.'<d  to. 

^H  Pirst  of  the  k-aders,  among  the  retiring  force, 
^nai  tliv  Count  de  CltTinont. 
^H  *'  Kit-  iihiitld  luu  nut  a  dint,  nu  morv  lian  hta 
^^elniel,"  obserred  Mattre  Jean;  "and  look  at 
1^  thoBu  who  surround  him  \  not  a  feather  knocked 
^Mnt  of  lh«ir  cr&ita  !  Oh,  there  itas  been  some 
^wretched  cowardice  here !" 
^^  Those  who  heard  him  uUvrvi)  a  low  niur- 
^^hur;  but  it  was  in  inounifid  and  shameful 
^Hlenvfl  tliat  Charles  of  BourlxMi  passed  on 
^^iroiigli  llie  stj\>et»  of  Orleans.  Their  eyes 
Marched  long  for  the  Baiitard ;  at  length  he 
a,  wounded  severely  in  the  foot  so  as  to  be 
to  keep  his  stirrnp  and  sit  finnly  to  a 
He  united  sadly,  not  for  hb  pain,  which 
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Iw  did  not  feci  wliile  lio  thougbt  of  that  uohappy 
dajr.  He  did  not  iiodr«  or  even  toe  tli«  tre«- 
nuer  j  his  brow  was  knit.  w>d  his  t«i>Ui  wen 
cleiKhed,  aixl,  as  he  passed,  tlie  people  gave  it 
tliuut  which  responded  to  liis  looks — eteady,  d«- 
IvnnituHi,  vigorous,  but  which  no  one  ooald  \mm 
mifitaken  for  a  cheer  of  joy  or  congralulatioil. 
Then  was  a  low  and  mournful  murmur,  for  tlie 
bodit'«  ui  the  two  brave  Scoti-I).  of  the  ConsUiIll* 
and  his  broUier,  were  borne  ulung  on  »  hont 
littar ;  the  people  lifted  tjieir  ca\K  and  cHst  Itwir 
i-yfi9  to  heaven,  and  mutteri'd  a  prayer  for  Llw 
souls  of  their  dead  clianipions.  Last  came  LhoM 
of  the  valiant  men  jret  alive  who  had  liurnu  tlw 
brunt  of  the  fight.  i 

All  looked  anxiously  for  Xuittailht*  and  IJl 
Hire.     A*  the  sod  prooMMon  clowd,  they  itp- 
po*r#<d,  rtndy  still   to  watxl  off  tlto  onemy'ft  ai 
tttck,  should  li«  pursue. 

Lnt«  a*  it  wax,  fbr  two  twd  Munded  fruin  thf 
belb  of  tho  Kaintft  (!roix,  a  lu»ty  "  Vive  Id 
Hire!"  "Vh-o  Xantnulkwr  "IJaath  to  the 
ovwardi  who  betmyitl  tliein  !"  woke  the  still 
MhoM  of  Uw  night ,  and  rewunded  ta  tlie  ISngliah 
ramp. 

"  Shut  the  gates,  and  keep  good  watch, 
for  Muds  and  foee,"  crim)  La  Hire. 
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Welcome!  welcome  i"  cried  Jacques  Bou- 
cher. "  All  u  not  lost  yet  whttn  ta  many  brave 
invn  retUTD  to  tui." 

"  All,  Jtlaster  Treaaurer !"  answered  the  Gas- 
vwu  fmnkly,  "command  Die  a  cup  of  drink  for  the 
lovo  of  Ute  Vii^ti,  for,  by  St.  Denk,  if  bo  will 
conduaoetul  to  be  sworn  by  auch  a  day  as  tlite,  1 
nted  something  to  waih  the  remembmnce  of  this 
biuinvw*  out  of  my  tiiroat  \" 

A  dozen  cujie  wera  handed  to  bim,  and  to 
Xantruilliis,  from  tlie  nearest  bouses — some  witJi 
wine,  and  some,  from  suuh  as  Imd  not  vrinc  to 
uSer,  witli  water. 

"TiMt   day  is   completely  lo»t,   tlicn,"   said 
uc« Boucher, HfU;r  LaHireliudc^mptiiMl  two 
if  the  largest  cups. 

"  l/Mt !  We  are  liens  back  in  Orleans,  with- 
out bringing  in  tlieir  convoy,  arms,  ammunition, 
fish,  all  stores  that  warriors  could  deaire,  with 
which  they  now  will  peaceably  supply  the  camp ; 
and  look  you,  bow  we  come  in  ?  Is  there  a  man 
that  looks  better  than  a  thrashed  hound  ?  Oh 
that  new-made  knight,  tliat  Count  of  Clermont, 
his  spurs  should  have  been  knocked  off  in  half 
time  tlioy  took  to  put  on  !  By  St.  George,  the 
only  saint  fit  for  a  gentleman  to  mention  now  1 
were  there,  ready,  m  greater  numbers  tlian  tlte 
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Englivl),  punting  to  be  let  slip  on  them,  wli« 
ErA  cuiiive  an  order  from  tliie  gtoera)  of  a  day, 
that  no  innn  U  to  strike  till  lie  cotnoB  ap  witli 
his  iiiei).  I  cuultl  have  eaten  my  gsunllete  fur 
spit«;  but  1  knew  that  inany  a  battle  had  bM>iikMt 
for  want  uf  onler  and  <li«-ipluM: ;  wv  obi.-joU. 
The  Eiigliith  tind  time  to  play  their  old  trwk  i 
they  )>ut  their  waggons  in  the  rear,  fortified 
their  front,  which  they  shaped  like  a  wedge, 
witli  sharp  stakes,  and  two-thirds  of  ourodvan- 
tage  were  lost.  Vet  thero  w«»  liopc  to  bear  them 
down  with  nimibers;  next  cume  tlu;  order  that 
iio  man  was  to  dismount.  W'c  dtil  nut  oliry 
that,  for  no  uavidij  could  act  against  their 


spike*  :  wo  fought  hand  to  hand,  wlien  we  couldH 
nofiii  our  foes,  but  w«  were  struck  witJi  arrows" 

Iku 

i 


jucked  oS*  t I'oni  behind  entn'tichuiout^ ;  and  wIku 
tluft  Count  Clkarles,  wlio  Imd   been  so  eagitr 
prevent  our  fighting  without   hint,  saw  liuw 
wore  benit.  he  forgot  all  his  ardour,  and  inuW^ 
the  ixKi  of  his  way  back.     Alsny  a  gallaat    . 
bwid  luKTi'  1  stwn  lurtwil  by  tJie  hiding  of  ^M 
foul,  but,  by  the  wholu  uaKmtlnr  !  nuwr  till  no** 
liad  1  Jhe  sliame  of  obeying  a  craven  !     If  it 
were  to  do  again,   I'd  beat  the  i-lngUsh  in  tha 
te«th  of   hie  commands,  and  ni>  merit  citl* 
to  defeat  a  few  hundred  fuotinen  !    and    iIm 
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turn  round,  and  do  as  much  for  this  prinoc,  for 
mistaking  the  leading  staff  of  an  amiy  for  a 
child'6  bauhW.  Good  oiglit,  Master  Jacques, 
good  eight  to  nil,  for  I'm  weary." 

For  the  fir^t  time  in  her  life,  Marie  totJcol 
upon  a  8])riug  without  liofx* — ^Natun*'*  promise 
was  destroywi  ent  it  came  tu  hirtU.  Happy  waa 
the  day  wtiich  did  not  add  to  Iter  record  of  cala- 
mity. On  tlie  morrow,  the  cannonade  of  the 
English  was  resumed  with  a  vigour,  that  spoke 
to  her  ears  their  triumph  in  their  victory.  Called 
by  the  shouts  from  the  bastilles,  slje  beheld  Fn»- 
lolf's  small  army  arrive  on  the  Thurwlay  at  the 
camp,  laden  not  only  with  tlicir  6nt  convoy, 
but  bearing  the  spoils  of  tlie  French  from  the 
battle  of  Kotivray.  Some  of  the  Engliiili  imldiers 
advanced  and  taunted  their  ihtfi'ati^d  foes.  "  A 
out  biaulx  han^ngs!"  they  cried,  and  held  up 
their  Lenten  provision ;  the  fight  itself  they 
nicknamed  "The  Battle  of  Herring*."  She 
descended  to  hear  news  morw  fearful. 

"  Marie,"  exclaimed  her  now  almost  mother, 
as  she  re  entered  the  room,  "we  mu»t  purt  at 
last ;  it  costs  mc  much  that  you  should  leave 
us  now,  but  it  would  be  n  wicked  and  a  ^'Ifish 
love  tliat  would  detain  you;  the  time  is  come 
for  all  who  can  to  depart  from  Orleans.^ 
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"  You  leave  it  then  ?" 

"  I  fuay  not.  Oil,  dear  Marie,  I  am  very  weak, 
my  poor  cUiU  !  but  for  the  oflii-Pr  of  the  Duke 
to  leave  hU  post  now,  wuiild  be  a  dispiriting,  a 
&tal  desortion,  even  for  nne  to  leave  bitn !  no,  H 
no,  that  will  I  not ;  but  we  must  not  keep  those 
over  wIkmo  Orleans  lias  uo  such  claims." 

"I  lun  of  it ;  it  has  sbelteied  ine  at  ntittd," 
•iwwercd  Marie. 

"  I  know  your  real  motive*,"  said  the  trua- 
surer'fi  wife  solemnly.  "  1  am  not  one  to  die- 
honour  them,  even  to  know  of  tliein  without  a 
ruute ;  but  the  time  ■!»  coniu  to  put  &11  motivtw 
«nd  all  dulie?  to  a  dreadful  teat,  and  thofte  wImi 
ought  not  to  answer  for  tbem  with  tlieir  very 
livtB,  must  not  encounter  the  responsibility. 
Hmt  me  out — they  are  abandoning  Orleana  t" 

"Abandoning!" 

"  Ay,  tliif  Count  de  Clermont,  stung  with  tlie 
reproaidieaof  hiK  companions  in  amu,  treated  with 
Hilent  diwiain,  ev<'n  by  the  lowest  of  our  rabblv, 
leads  forth  lii«  diM-iimlited  follownr«  to-morrow 
friHn  the  city,  in  numlter^  tnoiv  tlian  it  baa  yet 
had  of  auxiliaries  for  defence.  The  Admiral 
Louis  de  Culan,  the  Archbishop  of  Rtivitns, 
C)i»nix-llor  of  tlie  Kingdom,  go  with  himj  they 
perhaps  Iwre  a  right  to  look  to  tlieir  personal 
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security,  but  it  is  hard  witen  our  own  poi^ton 
ndon  their  flucko  trembling  bHwr<f  tbe  wolf. 
The  Uiahop  of  Orlmns  gocc  «rith  them- — thent 

luld  indeed  bv  daogvr  wluui  tlio  »hcph«rd 
flt«e." 

"  Tli^re  nre  ^et  left  Mime  1>rav«  and  gallant 
kuighte,  tbe  Bastard  John,  Xntitriutlos,  IjaHire." 

"  Ay,  John  of  Orleans  has  spoken,  as  brave 
men  speak  to  those  who  waver  in  the  battle 
fivid,  words  that  make  the  blond  boil  to  hear  of 
tJiein  ;  but  he  epnke  to  cowards,  who«e  heart* 
could  not  glow — he  rntrraled,  conjunod  tlicm  by 
their  patriotism,  their  M>lf-I»T<',  tboir  interest, 
taunted  thetn  with  their  shame,  pictured  to  them 
the  &te  of  other  towns,  rendered  in  peace  to  the 
UngU^,  where  yet  their  soldiers  wallow  in 
wickednew  and  trnwlty,  terrible  and  ihamefal 
as  the  fiercM^t  war  could  perpetrate.  Yet,  Marie, 
these  men  will  depart.  All  but  bimjwlf,  Ste. 
Severe,  and  Xan trail li'^,  leave  us  to  our  fete— the 
fate  iw  has  put  before  their  eyes  \" 

"  Holy  Vir(pn  !"  exclaimed  Marie,  "  what 
Miid  Lb  Hire?  did  he  not  rail  them  into  ^^taj-ing 
through  shame  and  fear  7^ 

"  He  leaves  us  too — promises,  indeed,  to  re- 
turn with  leuccour ;  we  mu*t  believe  that  be  in- 
tends  it ;  but  be  he  true,  we  need  a  thousand 
such  arms  to  Eavn  us." 
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"And  he  will  bring  th«m.  John  of  Orleans 
will  yet  keep  the  town  for  wmtut,  nay,  nionthe !" 

"  I  must  not  let  you  hope.  Reflwt — I  will  not 
Imivo  your  blood  upon  ray  head  in  the  tprrible 
hour  we  mny  so  soon  entluit*.  Oti,  if  two  month* 
wore  spared  us,  Mane,  nnd  wi>  here  a«  we  are 
now,  what  ihtTi  might  you  not  repr<«tch  nie  with  ? 
1  will  not  hear  you,  dear  child  :  tlunkot'tliemuat 
terrible  of  fates,  and  bless  Heaven  that  you  can 
yet  escape  it!  To-morrow  they  di>part  for 
RIois :  go  and  pray  for  us." 

Madomi^  Buwhvr  uoM  no  longnr  control  her 
fenlings,  and  Marie  wn*  left  alone. 

She  .sate  for  a  while  in  deep  silence.  It  was 
a  strong  trial  for  love,  whith  she  believed  to  be 
yet  un»('kiiowledg«d,  which  might  never  liave 
the  opitortunity  of  being  declared,  even  though 
the  deitruution  of  her  proj^erly  might  suffer  her 
to  forget  hor  rank,  and  so  n-n>ove  one  of  a 
hundred  obstacte^. 

"Oh!  tlwt  I  were  in  that  peaceful  valley  1 
sharing  his  and  his  sisters' toiU,  but  it  will  never 
be :— yot,"  she  continuwl,  and  the  very  picture, 
impouiMe  as  it  8Ptnn«d  to  reulizei  gave  her  the 
tUength  to  tu  i^jnelude,  "  no  risk  the  duties  of 
any  of  ray  sex  may  c»in|ic]  tbrra  to  run.  sliatl 
■liaktf  B  eoDttancy  vowed  to  myself  and  Heaven. 
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T  may  nevor  be  his.  but  the  terrors  otJ>er  women 
encouDter  1  u'ill  brave,  rathor  than  Toltmtarily 
become  the  wife — nay  !  the  slave  of  another  !" 

the  romance  of  love,  generous  as  it  is,  is 
odtamed  of  its  own  motives.  Marie  hud  de- 
termined on  her  course,  and  as  the  sarnlicc 
would  he  purely  her  own,  she  felt  that  she  had  a 
right  to  venturo  tt,  yet  she  wanted  an  excuse  to 
confi«;  her  rcsululion.  It  is  not  eelfish>ie«s,  it  in 
not  even  Uk  modesty  of  ow;iing  noblo  thouglits ; 
love  has  its  own  sucn>d  svciuoy  ;  lot  those  who 
call  it  wv^kncs^  put  ita  efforts  or  its  endurance 
to  the  proof,  or  eeareh  its  heart-apriuga  to  the 
very  core. 

While  she  muxed  on  the  method  of  breaking 
h»tr  intention  to  Madame  Boucher  and  meeting 
h«r  arguments,  the  treasurer  oiino  into  the  room. 
Uadame  Bouchor'*  conversation  with  Mari«  luul 
been  the  remit  of  a  consultation  with  him,  but 
he  forgot  this  in  his  desire  to  alleviate  the  pain- 
ful anxiety  his  information  must  have  mise<)  in 
hia  family,  and  he  only,  at  the  mument,  thought 
of  Marie  as  part  of  it. 

"  Come,  come  1"  Iiu  *aid  hasti]y,as  he  saw  h«r 
endeavouring  to  comjHMe  Iwnelf  in  his  presencn, 
"  all  is  not  so  utterly  gone  yet ;  we  may  perhaps 
change  mastere,  bnt  not  become  the  vassals  of 
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the  Bi^U»h.  Cull  Madam*?  Bouch«r,  Marie,  and 
Charlotte  ;  I  liitvi^  imw»  thai  may  give  them  some 
comfort,"  Marie  lost  not  a  moment  in  obeying 
the  summoDB — all  then  letumed  wiUi  t«ir«  half- 
blotted  from  their  faces. 

Madame  Boucher's  only  ({ucstion  was  a  long 
•ob  of  expectation. 

"  Xwitroillea  goes,^  said  tlie  treasurer,  coming 
at  once  to  the  point,  "  to  Paris,  to  the  Duke  of 
Buigondf ;  be  is  there  witJi  Uie  Regent  Bedford. 
I  thank  Heav«n  for  tlie  iuspiratioD  which 
prompted  me  to  speak  of  it  1  Tlic  Bustard  of 
OrWns  instantly  consented ;  he  tliinks  of  nothing 
now  hut  our  intcroiflit,  our  nafi-ty ;  XiintrailW  i« 
b)  offer  our  city  tti  the  Duki;  of  Buigundy's 
keeping,  a  rich  prizo  for  Philip's  ambiltcn,  and 
to  ask  of  him  to  keep  it,  during  the  imprison* 
ment  of  our  Duke,  as  neutral  until  tlie  question 
of  this  wax  be  settled.  It  will  at  least  give  the 
fearful  passions  of  Uie  victors  time  to  cool,  and  fl 
if  all  is  lost  for  the  French  name,  we  may  find 
some  distant  and  bumble  retreat,  and  our  faK 
low-citibfns  who  reituiiu  pass  as  peacefully  and 
securely  as  they  may  under  the  new  ruler,  witli 
either  U»e  Duke  of  Burgundy,  or  our  own  Lord 
of  Orleans,  to  interpo«e  hi-twc«n  them  nod  the 
wantonness  of  a  successful  &ctian." 


I 
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*•  Thank  Heu^-eii  even  for  tliis !  you  ever  do 
wisely  and  wi-ll,"  xaici  Mtutaiiie  Boucher  aSiec. 
tionat«ly  to  b(>r  htisband ;  "  tlie  iiwcea  of  Charles 
of  BourboD  will  retnain  for  tlie  reply." 

"Thfly  depart  to-morrow,  but  I  warrant  we 
will  liokl  our  own  tjll  w©  know  the  best  or  lli« 
worst.  Xiinlruillcs  w  diligi-nt ;  in  othur  timeit, 
he  servvd  under  1h<!  liurguiiilian  Duke  against 
theanibitioiL:i(iIi)Uu.'i(ter :  he  will  bo  listened  to  at 
least,  and  gain  hiii  de^jwbch  as  quickly  as  possi- 
ble.- 

*'  And  they  will  not  dofund  u«  even  for  ttiat 
time?" 

"  Their  «*rvi<:i.*?  belong,  they  say,  to  Uie  King 
of  France;  we  iH-goliat*;  to  wive  ourselves." 

**  Yet  Heaven  knows,"  replied  Madame  Bou- 
cher, "  not  till  we  have  lost  and  endured  as  mucti 
as  sovereign  could  ask  of  his  subjects,  for  more 
than  four  months  have  we  bomo  privation,  and 
danger,  and  anxiety,  and  fear  more  trouble  still 
—our  property  lies  in  ruins,  what  can  we  more?" 

"  We  must  trust  to  ourselves  and  to  JoJin  of 
Orl«ani  and  Ste.  Severe." 

"  And  to  Heaven  t"  concluded  Madame  Bou- 
cher, rcsigniiUy.     "But  Marie—" 

"  Site  departs  with  the  Count  to-m«Tow ;  you 
have  spoken  wilb  her  ?" 
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"  Ves." 

"But  I  do  not  depart,"  said  Marie,  i 
"  I  will  not  afft-ct  more  interest  in  yoiir  fato  (ban 
I  fee),  and  1  am  sunt  lliut  that  U  much — ^you  be. 
ti«ve  it  M,  do  you  not  ?  but  1  Itavis  cooaidered, 
balinc«d  cvvrytJiing;  1  ruinuin  in  Orl^'iuiK."  fl 

"  You  must  not,"  suid  tli«  treasurer,  earnesttj  i  " 
"  wby  put  m>Tt}  in  peril,  and  mch  peril  \  than  ^ 

need?"  I 

■•*,Tbe  peril  is  at  distance,  yet — there  wiU  be 
other  chauces,  if  nil  th«  «fforljt  ntmr  made  an 
vain ;  it  is  rery  wilful,  doubti«Bs,  but  uoleu  yoa 
drive  me  ItcDce,  I  remain  with  you.  and  if  I  am 
thrust  from  tJi«  eitr  gates,  I  will  take  any  ro»d, 
ay,  even  tw  tbe  Eogliih  camp,  rather  than  that  of 
Biol*." 

"  Marte'a  finiin«»  overbore  the  oppoution  of 
Mudumn  Boucher,  agitated  and  tremuloux  with 
the  utwxpectod  revival  of  hope.  Slic  contvntt-d 
livntclf  witli  warning  Marie  of  the  event,  and 
empbaticully  rcfi-rred  livr  again  to  the  experii>nce 
of  two  mora  montlis  of  terror  and  suffering, 
■hoold  tiwy  hti  ao  long  spared  to  witness  the  for- 
tunes of  the  war.  She  mid  no  more,  and  pressed 
Marie  to  her  bosom,  aivl  they  witnetaod  din  do- 
portura  of  the  Count  d^'  Clermont't;  army  th^ 
next  day,  sharing  in  the  indignation,  but  not 


I 

I 

I 
I 

I 


THE  MAID  OF  OKLRANit. 


1 45 


yidiiiiig  to  Uie  <)espon(l«iit  nuEgiTingt  of  tlitir 
country  woroen. 

Two  tnooUiB  elapsed,  and  t)ie  hour  they  had 
BoTCo  fuum]  Marie  in  the  eame  room.  She  was 
paler  and  .thinner ;  ti«r  face  more  care  -worn,  bnt 
nut  Ictss  bouutiful ;  li«r  air  less  buojmnt  and 
youthful,  but  Iter  look  and  manner  more  firm, 
w  if  slw  hod  been  schooled  by  danger,  and, 
perh«p«,  privation,  to  calm  pttlit-nce  and  constant 
presence  of  mind,  it  wfk»  April ;  n  fine  ilny  — 
the  air  wiu  mitd  ;  and,  fn>iii  t)i«  mr  of  itpring, 
even  the  war  and  its  miseries  could  not  take 
all  its  inspiriting  cordial.  Marie  leaned  at  the 
open  window.  The  town  was  etill,save  at  intervals 
the  ronr  and  echo  of  tlie  <  annon,  wmnds  which 
NX  months  had  made  uU  »>  accustunml  to,  tliot 
they  scarcely  w«mod  to  broak  the  monotony  of 
Mlcnce. 

Ad  armed  citiien,  a<  he  passed,  <aluted  lior. 
"  Good  day,  Maitre  Everard,  youaxe  returning  to 
L  jour  home." 

"  Not  to  my  iiome,  lady,"  replied  the  niun } 
['«  tnine  lies  in  tlio  street;  my  wife  was  crushed  at 
lit  ibll;  but  my  neighbours  give  shelter  to  my 
babes,  and  iJie  town  let  us  have  a  ratian  nf  food 
once  a  day.  I  luive  btron  on  watch  rince  mid- 
night, and  must  make  the  best  use  of  my  time 
before  1  am  called  up  again.** 

vou  I.  II 
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"  G(XmI  dsj,  and  beCUT  tim«  1" 

*'  Ay,  lady,  we  need  them !"     The 
passed  tm. 

"  la  Mailni  Jacques  Boucher  wiUiin  f"  aakeii 
a  respectabln  burgher  nf  tier, 

"  No*  now  ;  tM^  i*  at  the  town-bouse,  wait 
on  the  lord  of  Gauiourt  and  John  of  Orli 
they  expect  tidings." 

"  Hraven  »end  they  bo  good !  I  came 
offer  him  this  cross  for  suh-,  if  he  hare 
money  Ivft  to  buy  it  willt.  My  shop  has 
shut  these  six  weeks  ;  none  who  owe  me  money 
can  pay  me;  and  all  whom  1  own)  it  to  have 
l>e«<iK:lamorou«  with  me.  Ere  the  siege  I  was 
Uiiiiking  of  leaving  my  tmde  to  my  son,  and 
rotiring  to  my  lands  in  B<>ntice,  but  I  must  find 
«Mii«  on«  to  buy  this  family  relitiuir,  or  1  stall 
need  a  dinner."  Ho  went  on  towanit  tliti  coun^ 
i-iMM>u*e.  ^1 

A  tiAlf-fiuiiifhcd  man,  scarcely  oovcrvd  witti 
his  talters,  approached.  Slie  was  <m  the  point  of 
doriiig  the  window,  lest  she  should  bo  askad, 
who  had  now  nothing  to  give.  Hive  th»  Jawali 
which  wore  to  supply  the  place  of  b*r  birthr^hl^ri 
but  tlie  iiuin  ru«lu-d  forwanJ  with  n  drapeiai^^ 
oBbrt  nn<l  pn-v^tnied  it. 

"Do  you  not  remember?"  beaoid  j  "but  «wi 
you  are  changed,  and  well  may  I  be.      You 
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!  to  me  HO  kiml)}-  mid  cheerfully,  when  you 
'Visited  your  vini^ynnls,  and  promutd  to  befriend 
me ;  my  cliililrttn  uiwi  my  wife  cannot  oomo 
with  me  to  ask  comgmcsion  ;  thcj'  have  iicrtltiiig 
to  cover  -them  but  stmtr,  in  the  cellar  of  a  de- 
>  putod  house ;  but  they  live  —  if  1  nu^t  get  but 
«  jmec  of  bi'ead." 

Mario  asked  it  of  Madame  Boucher,  allvginf; 
her  own  hmignr,  and  gave  it  to  the  man.  She 
intended  Ut  rtparc  us  much  from  licr  <nni  ifhiirp, 
in  the  daily  fiHui ;  for  i^-eo  in  ihr  trunsun'r's 
Jiouse  thtr  famine  was  felt  Sbe  gave  it  to  the 
aiaa,  and  clowd  the  window. 

A  yell  of  tlie  mob,  pcnn'^uUitf;  an  ICngtiah 
prisoner,  waa  tlie  next  (ouiid  tliat  awvke  iter 
fiom  lier  reverie ;  siw  scarcely  gianoed  at  the 
Sbe  had  no  wondiir,  Karcety  pity,  for 
'  the  event,  so  completely  l.ad  the  hatred  of  Utoae 
who  cuii^imI  suffering  extinguished  all  sympathy 
for  their  own. 

Uadomi'  Boucher  Imd  token  a  i^eut  by  lier : 
■be  did  not  perc«iv«  her  till  »i\e  turned ;  fur  th« 
tveasurer'tr  wife  pucn.-d  about  her  houM  with  a 
teeigoed  and  noiaakwt  melanoholy,  from  which  it 
WW  but  rarely  that  any  one  could  an>u«o  lier. 
Marie  nometinion  won  from  her  a  lialf  amile; 
Bnd,  whatever  were  her  own  thoughte,  she  now 
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endfATiJfiNd  to  cheer  l>er  bpnofactivss.  But  i 
couM  <lmw  nothing  from  her  but  thf  (tvide 
of  tliirir  liopcl<>9aiu<Bs. 
'  **  Ewn  Ste,  Sewre  is  gojte  with  his  foliowen," 
eaid  stie.  "  Ah,  Atarie !  du  not  attempt  to  it- 
ceive  mo  by  what  you  do  not  younelf  believe. 
All  must  eee  tliut  we  dmw  towards  tho  end  of 
our  trials ;  the  last  and  §harpc«t  i«  in<1m><t  to 
come.  Oil  girl,  why  did  you  not  lenvi?  ue  ?  bat 
it  is  wrong  to  speak  of  it ;  it  la  done  now.'* 

"  Will  Charles  make  no  effort  ?"  ashed  Marin. 

'  '<  Charles  1  alas  !  Lu  Tremouillc  will  lead  hiM 

tb  the  mountains  of  AuT«rgne,  and  there  inaiM* 

tain  a  desultory  war,  till  he  can  make  his  ows 

bargain  with  the  conquerora. 

"  Charles  is  happy  if  he  t-an  ewapo  aiptivity. 
Tlui  poor  king,  h?  does  ivot  want  for  goodnoMOr 
(t*  courage ;  but  he  is  sold  and  l)etrayM).  Sor- 
row itii«lf  hai  taught  him  nothing  but  to  trin 
on  the  pleaxures  of  the  day ;  and  in  tltnt  riot  to 
forg<-t  to-morrow.  He  has  eciinx-ly  n  crown  b 
)i)«  tn>«»ury  to  pny  the  bvatvn  army  tliat  staoda 
belwecp  him  and  «  prison.  Otir  eitineiu 
figlil  yet  witJi  a  nmui  bravery ;  mad,  indnd  1 
Yt-Hterday,  they  booutted  that  they  had  loot  frnw 
tluui  the  llnglish  in  a  rally.  They  had  jnt 
ncnMi  to  own  (hat  tltey  Imd  lont  from  liundrttls ; 
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the  ennniy  from  Uioutands.  And  who  stmll  say 
how  niaiiy  of  uur  owti  may  be  n>lio(l  on  ?  There 
are  rumours  of  Inaction ;  and  Kuim-  bear  fri^htrul 
proof.  There  are  others  heaides  tlio  master  uf 
the  Almonry  who  wou]d  give  us  up,  eell  ub  for 
th^ir  own  safety,  or  for  Eoglieh  jjold.'" 

"  The  tnast«r  of  the  Almonry  ?"  asked  Murie- 

"^  He  hud  jncrieil  the  wall  of  his  huuse,  whi>:h 
operts  to  Ihv  vountry  a  part  of  our  defences,  when 
his  villiuiy  was  disrovored.  Soow  say  tliat  ho  had 
madft  oUier  it«ri-ac4>!t  witliiii  j  but  for  what?  He 
fied.  I'he  laal  Uiing  we  could  cling  to  —  trust 
aitUHig  oureelvea,  is  gone.  If  the  Uuke  of  Bur- 
gundy send  us  n<>  hojw,  and  the  delay  telU  us  what 
we  may  ex|)ect,  what  can  be  done  to  save  us?" 

At  this  time,  as  she  threw  open  the  window 
rather  from  an  irritability  than  with  any  in- 
tention, the  trrasurer  was  s»eii  entering  his 
hoUEe.  "  Ah  I  he  codjps  ha<'k  moro  sadly  tliun 
be  went;  we  need  not  ask  his  newM;  but  lut 
-  as  hear  it.  Well,  what  do  they  speak  of  now, 
dear  Janjues  ?" 

'Capitulation  with  the  Englisb  !" 

*'  No,  oo !  Riaasacre  under  the  name  of  peace 
and  truce  !"  xhe  cried  with  enei^.  "  What !  will 
not  evvntiii^  Uuke  of  Burgundy  accept  our  city  ?" 

"  He  would  gladly  have  received  ua  to  pro- 


ISO 


JOAN  or  AKC^ 


was  toUn 


lect{oa,'but  the  good  Duke  »poi>)«Hm 
before  the  regent  in  the  eouncil,  ti*' 
that  Orleans  would  bo  woo  vitli  EngQtb 
bl(X)d  and  troamro ;  und  that  it  wu  not  Xitiai 
ciutom  to  hunt  down  the  game,  that  otbcn 
might  enjo}'  the  least.  Even  John  uf  Orl«iuiii 
talk*  now  of  turrcnder,  aud  muking  tenni  for 
the  pc-ople." 

"  And  doe*  lie  not  remBmbor  whiit  thew 
v«ge  cimquiTore  have  done  elMWhere?" 
Mudamo  Bouchftr,  «ith  an  energy  which 
terrors  in«])ired ;  "  hiu  not  be  hinuelf  vpukeh 
it?  No;  it  inu«t  not  be  capitulation,  wrreoderi 
they  are  butchery  and  violation.  Coiub  with  rm, 
Marie,  to  Uie  Hallei ;  run  you,  Charlottu,  to  oar 
frieoda ;  tell  ih»m  to  u'seinble  al)  tire  n-ontuD  of 
Orleans ;  say  that  they  talk  of  surrender ;  Itt 
tkem  come  and  bring  with  them  all  they  havt 
lo  give." 

"What   Wmia^^   do?"   tAt^l    J 
Boucher,  artont^iod,  and  almoat  iifFrighted 
tbis  violence  in  a  meek  and  gentle  womad. 

"  \VImt  a  mother  and  a  wife  ihonld  do ;  be 
assured,  my  htifibatKt,  nothing  di^jncofuDy — 
nothing.  If  I  con  help  it,  unadvisedly  ;  but  it 
must  be  dons !" 

Her  iojunctioni  were  obeyed  ;  and  she  in 
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^Majie  to  the  Halles.     As  tltey  went,  tfafj 

upon  tbe  ciUzena'  wives,  and  tbey  ugftiB 

Light  for  their  friends  till  the  streets  were  fillvd 

with  the  female  crowd.     In  an  hour,  all  tlw 

womeo  that  could  quit  their  houses,  with  launy 

y«f  tho  men,  fiUed  the  arena  of  the  Uolles,  onil 

be  streets  outside  its  gates. 

TJji;  words  of  the  treasurer's  wife  wwe  few 

broken,   but  tliey  wor«  answered   by   the 

arts  of  all  her  auditors. 

"  Tbey  would  give  us  up  to  the  EngUsb,"  she 

ccUiraed,  "  matrons  of  Orleans,  they  would  let 

bncumo  the  prey  of  tlie  Kugliah.      You  know 

rliat  that  fatfl  is;    the  garrison  munnur  for 

goney,  for  broad.     Our  defenders  should  e«t 

'*v«n  if  wc  starve-    Hero  is  all  that  I  uid 

my  daughter  have  Inft,  of  jewels  or  of  wealth  ; 

kt  Uxm  be  taken  to  pay  the  soldiers ;    but  lot 

tliem  di^end  u»  to  llie  ioKt.'" 

Tltere  was  a  loud  shout  from  the  men,  as  the 
riittonng  heap  fell  from  her  hiuid  on  Uiv  bench 
fore  her.  Marie  silently  laid  down  her  store, 
another  rent  tlie  air ;  she  blushed  and 
to  hor  frii-nd. 
"  We  will  figtit  to  the  very  last,"  crii-d  Maitre 
^ean,  who  stood  oo  a  stall  to  make  himself  seen, 
hut  if  — —  not  that  it  ever  shall  liappen,", , 
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*'  But  if  they  wliould  get  into  tlie  town,  thej 
stiall  find  us  when^  anil  a*  vrt.  ought  to  be,"  cried 
tlifl  excite]  woman.  "  We  wll  po,  my  frieoils,  to 
tlw  altJirofthcSainte Croix;  we  will  place  then 
nil  lliut  the  war  has  lefl  us,  and  we  will  thore  die 
and  ivavc  the  church  b  hunting  pile  orcr  our 
bodice^  rather  than  become  tho  It-muns  nf  thoH 

"Vive  Madame  BovicIkt!" 

"  Vive  the  ladies  of  Orleans  !"  tried  Mattrt 
Jmui,  tosnng  ItiH  now  draggled  red  feuttier  into 
the  air.  and  from  tlie  auditorv  respondMl  n  long 
attd  heart-felt  liuzza.  The  women  hw(«ned  to 
add  to  the  precious  pile,  which  was  borne  lo 
(iaucourt  and  the  Bastard,  for  the  paymvnt  of  the 
Eotdier}*,  in  adesperate  trium'ph,Madani<T  Boucher 
walking  at  the  heed  of  the  band,  Wning  flMbly 
upon  Mario's  arm,  for  ehi;  wbj(  exltauartn]  wttli 
her  feelings.  "  Poor  ^rl,  that  you  tiad  left  ua  T 
she  oould  nut  help  murmuring  an  she  went  oo. 

A  man  from  Chinon  was  tn  the  audieoc«  haO, 
just  retiring  from  a  conference  witli  tire  Bas' 
An  unwontvd  animation  was  in  the  faces  of 
attondanta 

"  Is  the  indeed  a  prophetess  ?"  a^liod  otw. 

"See  her  and  speak  with  her  I"  replied  tluj 
"  Hear  of  tlie  pcriU  that  8l>e  has  ulready  dam) 
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and  e9c^>ed,  as  by  a  iiuncli;.    I  tell  ;ou,  an  in- 
spired raaid  sliall  bring  ftucRour  to  Orlrtins." 

"  SufVQur  1  succour !"  »A(^\  lint  roioe*  of  all 
who  caught  the  unwontod  aotiod.  '*  Prom 
whom  ?"  f,  I  ,, 

"  From  one  who  bean  that  [Dii(«ion  from 
Hoavco  itself,"  replied  the  nwsBcngfrr ;  "  from 
Joan  of  Arc,  wlio  has  traversed  the  Burgundiau 
pOMUsnoii«  from  tho  bunl«.>r8  of  Lorraino,  led  ia 
Mictjr  by  the  saints  themselve«,  »li«  and  her 
bruUiur,  with  an  attemlunoc  tliat  wouk)  not 
MCort  a  mul«  load." 

"  V'^ivc  Lornuoe  I"  cried  Maitre  Jacques ;  *'  you 
may  believA  if  nhe  oom»s  from  Utat  country." 
,  i*^A  trick !  a  deceit  I"  «id  one  or  two. 

"Time  will  sIkjw,"  replied  tlw  man}  "  I  b«J- 
li«ve  in  her."  And  many  who  were  there,  ac- 
customed hourly  to  wait  on  Providence  fur  n 
meal,  or  for  safety  itself,  oven  out  of  tlieir  de- 
spair caught  the  puesibitityof  «uch  an  interference 
in  their  behalf.  Marie  only  turned  to  Uie  trea- 
surer's wife  and  aid,  "  I  was  not  wrong  to 
remain." 


tk 


Utft  'h'r  xkc, 


CHAPTER  VI. 


WovLD  that,  in  turning  for  a  tim«  fnMit 
eatkloguv  of  liURiu)  mfFcringt,  I  coaltl  boniali  oil 
relation  of  misvry  troia  my  story  I  But  who  c«o 
write  of  Pruncu,  in  that  hnpteH  time,  and  lirnw, 
in  any  of  its  pronrince*,  a  picture  of  untrooUeJ 
peace,  and  the  phmty-giviHg  benerolenoa  <tf 
order?  I,  Jacqoee  Alain,  oome  now  to  mlati? 
meinori^fi  that  have  made  up  my  latter  yram  nf 
life.  Recluse  as  I  am,  I  bare  b^e»  a  port  of 
what  I  attnnpt  to  chronicle ;  the  scenes  I  dff- 
scribe  wer«  my  eartlily  fiitu;  they  may  haw 
tixei\  the  mon'>  awful  ogos  of  my  cxtstenw. 
What  vhuuld  I  dt>  hut  recall  titcra? 

Years  of  sweet,  tliough  indistinct  cnjuyment, 
fleet  quickly  froni  tlkc  opening  of  our  livm ;  ^t^^ 
bc^n  to  mark  ax  «■«  begin  to  fee! ;  we  traw  th^^ 
privation  of  nur  fore-enjoyed    di^liglits    to  it* 
•ource,  and  tliere  often  commences  our  irtoiy. 
We  do  not  date  the  occurrencee  of  our  day  from 
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the  rising  of  the  sun.  whose  warmth  and  light 
we  basked  in,  but  from  tlie  tempest  titat  drove 
tu  to  shelter.  I  speak  now  of  myself ;  there  ue 
those  on  whom  even  the  tempest's  fire,  though  it 
destroy  all  around,  slbed^  Dothing  but  glory. 

Of  whom  murmuntd  tlie  people  of  Orleans  in 
tlie  faitli  of  an  vxpcctation,  which  wetned  almost 
inspired  as  tlw  pnmised  succour  ?  It  is  of  her 
that  I  ant  to  write ;  and  Uie  story  shall  bt>giR 
with  Uie  fint  of  it»  events  that  »Uuv.ls  clearly  in 
vaj  tecolUMTtion ;  the  first  that  called  into  life 
the  ntental  germ,  whkh  expended  into  a  tree 
of  to  might)'  sitadow. 

It  was  in  November  1422,  more  than  six 
years  before  the  events  of  the  preceding  rhap- 
t«n,  that  I,  then  a  lad  of  fiftvi>n,  Itngi^rcd  on  the 
ootakirts  of  Um  liltit^  haniLvt  of  Domrviny,  though 
tli«  svtting  sun  warued  me  that  I  should  have 
baoa  som«  liouT«  jiasaed  at  my  own  home,  in  tJie 
Tillage  of  Maxey,  a  full  league  distant.  1  had 
been  half  witli  the  excuse  of  a  inei^Hige,  and  half 
on  an  avowed  visit  to  my  uncle,  Contanlin  de 
Spinal ;  and,  in  compliment  to  him,  as  well  as 
our  village,  and,  indeed,  that  no  imputation  of 
fear  might  ntA  on  my  own  cltaracter,  wlieo 
venturing  among  tlie  hostile  party,  I  wore  the 
red  cross  of  Burguudy  upon  my  arm.     Though 
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su  late  ID  the  autumn,  the  evening  was  beautiful, 
and  the  rich  valley  of  the  Meu«e  sppmed  UttJe 
sensible  of  the  coming  vinter, 

It  is  natural  to  love  the  scenery  of  onn's  birth- 
{)Iace ;  but  mirely  ttuit  vMtry  ia  a  W«iy  osa, 
ae<'u  with  other  even  thaii  thme  which  looked  on 
it  first.  Tlie  beautiful  ktraani  winds  through 
a  flat,  covered  with  corn  or  rich  pasturage,  with 
the  [lecuUar  table-topped  hills  of  bnmune  Kkirt- 
ini;  it  to  the  east,  and  the  road  runs  on  the  aide 
of  heights  which  iace  its  western  ml^.  These 
liitU  are  covemd  with  wood  or  vines,  or  divided 
into  boautiful  fields;  and  o»  tlunr  aulecft*  in  thw 
valley,  many  hanilnt^  and  even  rich  villages  give 
hiunan  interest  to  tlie  picture  below  IJomretny. 
To  the  south,  at  about  the  distance  of  a  mile,  be- 
gins the  fine  forest  of  oaks  wliich  takes  thence  ite 
name,  Ch^nu ;  and  through  this  lies  the  road  to 
Neufchilteau,  aear  to  which  it  ogain  changes 
its  character,  carved  out  of  rucks,  and  nuuiing 
by  their  side  to  tlio  town.  To  Uic  north,  the 
valley  follows  the  winding  tuune  of  t)>u  river, 
ewyond  the  wcne  of  this  history,  and  pr(!«Hili> 
M  Vaucouleurs,  a  diHtann^  of  nim^  miles,  ahnoft 
HBiilar  filatures  to  thoae  of  Donireiny,  save  that 
the  lulls  ure  bol<)er,  and  tiie  valUiy  is  wmewhat 
narrower,  and  the  castle  of  tlie  town  commands 
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the  eostern  height :  liere  the  hamlet  lies 
under  Uie  Bam«  ridgp  io  tlie  valley.  The  one 
(street  of  the  humlci  whkli  wo  uro  nnw  looking 
opon,  rans  from  Uic  little  chun-li  by  Uio  raud  sido, 
wBten-d  hy  >  rivulpt,  and  shaded  by  trees  that 
halfhiili*  thy  row  uC  liiimhli-  i!w(-Uin)»». 

The  cuttlff  lia<l  bemi  broitght  in  lo  thii  home- 
teada ;  two  or  t}in>a  chiUlren  only  remained  at 
ptay  iu  UtestrtMt,  oinl  a  fnw  of  Utt)  woineo  were 
watching  at  the  cotlagR-doon  the  neurit  of  their 
tiuabands  or  sons  to  the  ewning  ineal,  or  talking 
a  moment  with  their  neighbours.  There 
vw  scarcely  a  breath  to  disturb  tlie  cjuiet  of  a 
evening ;  nor  n-ould  there  have  been  any- 
in  tJH)  witolo  pieture  for  a  lad  of  fifteen  to 
^retnaiic,  but  that  the  last  rays  of  u  red  sun-sot 
it  up  one  face  tliat  oven  tlien  ho  wutched  with 
m  interevt  which  may  account  for  hia  truant 
loitvrin^  in  the  precincts  of  Uomreray.  A  beau- 
tiful girl,  of  twelve,  was  leaning  from  her  small 
chamber  windoiv  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  cot- 
ts^  near  thfl  church,  which  commanded  the 
Tiew  of  the  road  towards  \'attcouleur3 ;  and  the 
parting  light,  shed  fully  on  the  gloeay  bright 
hair  whicht  at  that  time,  she  sufil-nxl  to  &U 
upon  ber  shoulders,  seemed  to  ctown  it  with  a 
Ligoldtm  glory,  and   its  sidelong  ray  gave  mort* 
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than  Ufliutl  lustre  to  the  clear  blue  eye,  and  ' 
laugliing  red  clie«k  benealli  it.  Vcs,  though 
even  then  no  tttoughlless  child,  a  eiqiIu  oS 
baUtual  cheerfulneBa  waa  the  general  exprifswoo 
of  her  &UX,  becoming  strangely  cttniost  if  lU 
theme  of  musing  uhanged,  or  brightening  into 
shrewd  intelligence  undsparfcliDg humour.  wlwD 
jest  ur  absurdity  provoked  tier  tu  mirtJi,  J 

lliough  i  Imd  no  wish  to  ibrbimr  a  lungM^ 
gaxe,  I  liad  no  riglit  to  cufitiniia  it.     She  lud 
bid  mc  farewell  in  tiie  village,  DulvrilhstaiMlir 
the  badge  I  wore,  and  which  was  a  sytnbol 
was  early  taught  lo  dislike,  und  altlwugii  ehe 
confessed  that  she   loved  iny   uncJe   im*  than 
any  one  of  Iter  nuighboars,  b«eatu«  he  tidad 
with  the  unpopuhir  fui;tirin  ;  so  noun  did  mutual 
injuria  then  teaeh  ut  U>  murk  out  the  ulaaaj^^ 
friend  or  foe.  ^^^| 

I  passed  on  by  tlic  «<)c  of  the  road  lingering^, 
where  I  cxmtd  be  leant  seen  by  her,  and  stopped 
to  catch  a  last  glimpse,  when  1  saw  that  sb» 
WM  earnestly  watching  something  before  ma, 
which  in  my  almost  backward  walk  I  had  not 
observed.  I  turned,  and  tiehehl  a  venerable 
figura,  though  poor,  travel-soiled,  and  wmmrfakt 
baiting  with  fiitigue.  Hb  gown  of  dark  giwy 
frieie  was  cooiitK>d  by  a  curd,  to  whicli  were  sua* 
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peiultyl  a  rosarf  aiid  croM,  and  hts  feet  wptb 
aandaled ;  but  wtmn  thn  nind  blew  aaida  the 
hood  IVom  hie  silvered  head,  no  toDsure  appeared 
to  deoote  h»  beloi^ng  to  any  of  tho  monastic 
orders.  Though  his  age  iiiu«t  have  bwn,  as  I 
ahoold  mppoee,  full  eighty,  I  thuught  still  more 
then,  for  in  this  youth  always  exa^«nt«« ;  be 
mm  still  «t«ct ;  and  \m  tall  spare  figure,  th« 
eiuii^-  (if  his  deer  bronzed  features,  and  the 
air  of  imlependcncA  witli  which  be  walkt^,  made 
IDS  salute  hiin,  as  be  approaclted,  witli  a  low 
reverence. 

He  gaa«d  for  a  moment  at  me,  and  tlicn 
looker]  at  the  badge  which  I  wore  on  my  arm, 
with  60  evident  a  nprobstion,  that  I  r«ptiud  to 
his  thought,  without  waiting  for  him  to  (Wclorv 
It. 

"  I  wmr,"  I  nid,  "  the  badge  of  my  party, 
which  all  my  kindrM]  wear,  and  ail  my  friends 
in  Mtufy  :  Itivy  would  hoot  me  for  a  coward, 
if  1  put  it  off,  wlieu  1  came  among  tbe  Anuag- 
nac»  at  Domremj-." 

"  Poor  boy,"  he  said,  "  I  do  not  expect  thee 
to  bo  wisur  than  tl>ow  who  should  instruct  thee ; 
it  b  tboy  who  should  have  kept  (bee  from  this 
btand  of  liatred,  which  marks  one  half  of  France 
for  the  slaying  oftlie  otJ>er." 


•noH 


I  look»l    at  it  wirtfully, .  sod  wtUi 
riratnfs;  for  tli»rw  wcii"  in  his  pit)'  both  majesty 
anil  truth,  whidi  forbadn  ileb«teor  answer, 

"  Every   one  iniul    tak«   same  atde 
said ;  "  anil  I  an)  a  BurgundiaQ." 

"  Alas !  I  blame  thy  fellows  scorealy  man 
than  their  opponents ;  but  why  should  1 
with  thee  of  what  thou  canst  out  umti-rstUQd  i* 
The  only  lesson  grsven  on  the  hcsrl  i«  UiBt  ot, 
experience.    Go,  toy  eoo — Huaren  vliM^ld 
sliouldKt  tliou  live  till  tliy  tvmplm  am  whii 
like  these,  unli'M  ihesc  tim««  maiw  Ui«e  wickod 
beyond    instruction,   thou    wilt  rt'ii>einlM:r   in. 
Miyings,   and   know,   for  a    truth,   what 
wouldst   now  r«fuso  to  hoar.     What  laU 
this  village?" 

"  It  in  tlw  hanjli't  of  Domn'my." 
_^  And  you  call  it«  pco])Ui  Armognacs."  , 

"  They  nro,  all  hut  my  unol^^-Goud  oighTT 
ai»il  I  made  aiiotlier  Ealutation,  which  1  «iuU 
•carccly  have  believed  I  should  ham  beatwmd 
upon  one  who  blamed  my  ])arty. 

I  liod  woni  that  day  my  badge  through  Doin* 
remy,  although  it  was  the  custom  for  the  lads  uf 
tliat  rillage  to  range  themselveB  against  our'^ 
under  the  Dauphin's  ensign,  in  eD(-ount«re  w 
^vesonieforeta«t«ofmoremanlybroiU.  1  knew 
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that  tl)P  mimbcTi  woulil  not  fall  on  me  singly ; 
but  it  vox  a  fnir  chultcngc  to  any  one,  and  even 
Jeanno  il'Arv  touIJ  not  Uiink  the  less  of  me, 
that  I  ventured  to  wear  it.  Ypt  the  old  ntan'E 
words  made  me  doubt  my  own  nchievement. 
r  tunivil  to  look  upon  Iiim. 

He  walked  on  till  he  vame  to  the  house  of 
JacqUPR  d'Arc,  and  act-osted  the  beautiful  girl 
that  was  «tii!  ut  the  little  window.  Tlieir  con- 
Terse  was  bwf.  I  knew  itn  puqwrt,  a*  if  I  bail 
been  there.  Never  did  the  wayfiirer  paw  that 
Iramble  dwelling  at  nightfall,  if  he  would  ao^ 
cept  the  proffered  mm\.  and  the  wcHficc  which 
Jeannette,  as  she  was  then  called,  invariably 
made  of  her  own  little  couch  to  the  limbs  that 
needed  it  more  than  her  own  elastic  and  uii* 
tiring  frame. 

Soon  she  Itift  the  window,  and  api)ear»!d  again 
at  the  door,  whi<!h  adniitU^d  tho  old  man  -,  it 
closed,  an<I  I  had  no  further  motive  for  delaying 
my  return  to  Maxey.  I''rom  her  own  brothers 
and  sister,  and  from  her  parents  Rome  time 
after,  I  he«rd  at  full  the  conversation  of  that 
evening,  when  party  feuds  had  given  way  to 
tother  considerations,  which  will  soon  be  clea* 
Fenough  to  the  reader. 

As  the  old  man  entered  tlie  cottage,  all  the 
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fiunily,  with  the  exception  of  bis  ctmdiUit 
wn  seotud  round  ibc  wood  fire,  wliiob  bad 
wnrm«d  the  eveaiog  meul  of  which  they  were 
ubuul  tu partake:  the  fore  wwhoaiel)',hut6iiffi- 
cieot,  eucli  OB  Uiu  uther  labourers,  and  evea  the 
lordi!  uf  that  simple!  mcv,  were  iitccu&toni«d  to  eor 
joy  i  a  small  pie^»  of  tbe  fleeb  of  pork  for  the 
met),  with  braud  nixed  of  wheat  and  rj-e,  bimI  9 
poUa^  of  milk,  which  was  to  fonn  the  supper 
of  Uif  mistn-es  of  t)ie  house  aud  Iter  dauglilen. 
A  happy  laniiljr  were  ttiey  U»eu,  united  by  all 
tbsftSecliuns  wliich  make  duty  a  delight  'Vbtn 
wta  Jocciuus  d'Arc,  with  his  IbODest  face  of 
nii^led  tiniplicily  aud  iiitvlligunoi-,  a  hale.  strooH 
nmn  of  forty  ■eight  or  GAy  t  Iw  nuae  to  ealuta  tlw 
Btnnger,  aiid  offer  him  tliv  placv  of  hunour  whieli 
Itis  years  and  air  exacted.  But  tlitii  tliK  old  inaa 
decline* J,  and  placed  himself  in  an  humbler  part 
of  the  circle. 

A  grave  and  placid  woman  was  its  mistnas, 
laabel  RomtJe,  many  yi-iLnt  younger  tliao  be> 
husband ;  she  could  then  have  Erart:ely  been  more 
than  five-and-thirty ;  for  her  sake,  Jacquee  had 
left  his  native  place  of  Sdfonda  near  MoDti«nn> 
der,  and  settled  in  her  ttnall  poaaeesioii  at  Oca* 
remy.  It  was  diflSi-ult  to  tell,  though  thv  Urs 
fticei  were  so  unlike,  which  Jeaonetle  most  n- 
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wtnbl»I.  In  ftiWr  y&un,  vi^ko  hn-  fac«  ha»  been 
tit  up  with  high  enthunaciti,  I  hnvo  looked  at  it 
w  a  portrait  of  brr  inotlu>r  potntod  by  fome 
wondrous  artirt,  wboae  fkili  far  traoacended 
fata  original,  and  B^n,  wtieo  site  was  tempted 
to  expose  folly  by  a  mirthful  acorn,  or  questioned 
the  truth  of  aome  plausible  pretence,  or  gav«) 
way  to  indignation  against  some  more  palpable 
fnoH,  it  was  as  if  the  eame  limner  had  tnuwd  the 
wry  expre^on  upon  sw««ter  lineaments  of  hnr 
fratik  anA  81  nglp- minded  t'at)ier. 

But  I  anticipate.  By  her  mother's  side— die 
had  just  been  repeating  the  prayers,  which  wer« 
all  th«  inKtnii'tion  Itabel  could  give  her  childrtnt 
— knelther  yi:>ungi«t  diiughUr  Catharine,  u  Im«u- 
tiftU  creatUTf,  with  toft  and  idgular  foetunM, 
and  a  placid  expracsian,  that  made  h?r  wcm  a 
■hadow  of  hVT  mother.  As  if  to  cwnplelti  tti« 
pleauat  contrast,  by  his  father  stood  Jarque- 
miii,  his  «ldciit  »on,  his  friend,  his  companion, 
just  what  JacpMw  had  been  himself,  a  bold 
nwinly  yowth  of  near  twenty.  Hi*  open  brow, 
and  right  outl<x)king  vye,  and  Uip  gooil-natured 
■mile  of  his  fini>  raoutJi,  would  win  kindness  and 
tmet  from  a  miTti  ittrong<*r.     With  some  rude 

Cirpentry,  hf  wast  juwt  engaged  in  finish- 


IC4 


JOAN  OF  ARC. 


inteDdf^d  to  malch,  or  as  lie  raid  to  surpass,  on« 
niad«  long  ngo  for  his  motWr,  and  agua  to 
be  exceeded  when  in  tti«  long  winter  nights  he 
should  be  able  to  commence  aiiotlier  (ur  the 
parent  he  lovf^ ;  lest  she  sliDutd  think  he  pritrd 
even  liis  sister  above  her.  Watching  llie  opem- 
tions  of  his  braekd  Imnd,  and  satisfied  almost  u 
he  liinittelf  wna  with  the  oonipletion  he  was  ap- 
proaching, stood  little  Pierre,  Pierrclo,  as  he 
was  called,  a  boy  of  eleven,  dark-eyed,  and  with 
raven  hair,  witli  a  clear  brown  o^-al  face,  finely 
marked  as  a  blood  horse  in  his  features. 

As  Joannettt'^-umo  in,  iniloed,  liv  h'ft  cvrn  Uie 
wondrous  picec  of  furnitun-,  ai»d  whimpered  to 
iMtras  she  took  her  place  near  licr  moUier.  ''  THI 
me  anoUier  legend  to-niglit  of  some  of  tlie 
Saints,  who  were  kinghtd  and  gentJenieii,  and 
did  tlieir  de\-oir  manfully  in  tlie  field.  I  should 
like  to  hear  something  of  St.  George,  only  Itv 
was  an  Englishman;  it  is  a  great  pity  the}' 
should  have  such  a  pn>ux  chevalier  as  he  was  for 
thuir  Saint.  Tell  me  of  them,  for  when  you  do, 
I  dream  of  them  all  nig^t,and  think  I  see  them, 
and  you  always  speak  as  if  you  knew  them,  not 
as  if  somebody  hud  told  you,  like  the  Cur^." 

One  more  eomplet«>d  the  groupe :  ll  was  Petal 
Jean,  older  than  Jcnnmittc,  yet  scurcoly  so  tall 
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io:  appearance^  BwarUi;,  t»oad  set,  hardy  and 
atrufig  beyond  his  height.  He  wae  contriving  a 
sling,  and  pondering  over  it  with  an  eamestnese, 
that  took  littile  note  of  anything  else,  and  think- 
ing doubtlesa  <^  the  use  he  should  put  it  to,  for 
hs  was  already  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the 
youths  of  Domremy,  when  the  young  Armagnacs 
m^  in  [Utched  battle,  ub  tjieir  Burgundian  foes 
of  Maxey. 
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"  YoD  come,  ur,  lioni  a  place  wl>ere  Uw  foi* 
is  better  tlian  wbat  we  con  ))ut  before  you,"  swd 
Jacques  d'Arc  to  the  »trangor,  whoas 
though  ftw  from  o.  rvpuUive  priiW,  cutoplvl 
vffitocd  an}'  idea  of  invun  station  whit;h  h»  d: 
might  giw  riM  to«  **  dt  jrou  i^pnro  on  tiuinblr 
Kupper  fur  fear  that  tWi\<  Khwild  not  be 
ci«nt ;  it  IK  not  a  mnigreday  t  i^t  witli  us  of 
meat,  for  after  your  day'a  walk  yon  must. 
it." 

'nuoldmannniled,  "I hav? portakmi of 
fare  in  roy  lifetime,  yot  I  was  nover  dainty 
U|>iM^Ut«.  but  now  wliat  you  uffi>r  iixi  is  ai  muoli 
bvyund  my  cuHtoin  aa  it  aoe*  might  liavw  bwD 
Ixiluw  it.  Pure  watitr,  and  such  bntul  a*  I  may 
easily  procure,  arv  all  1  now  deflin.  Coutented 
with  these,  the  oldeat  and  the  feehiect  might, 
until  these  wretched  times,  be  iudepeodent,  anil 
the  labour   of  the  young  and  strong  requirM 
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nothing  beyond.  Nay,  woul<l  a  man  labour 
well  and  constanlly,  either  witii  mind  or  body, 
l(»t  him  first  discard  hia  appetite ;  he  niigtit  rise 
above  the  world  in  more  senses  than  one,  who 
would  re«o1ut«ly  take  no  morv  than  lie  barely 
noed»  in  it.  Yet,"  be  continued,  for  he  n-ad  on 
ti»e  face*  of  his  ho»t»  rather  a  ludicrous  disinay 
at  nieli  d(^tinciation»,  "  H  ic  not  in  the  puasanf » 
cottage  that  such  aermiHts  need  be  preaclied, 
though  even  there  he  proepere  best  who  con- 
sutnes  the  least ;  it  is  in  palaces  and  in  camps, 
to  the  tnxury.  and  ostentation,  and  waste,  of  the 
}>TT>i)d,  tlMit  thp  li-fson  should  be  addressed :  and 
it  is  fitly  bid  from  Uic  ambitious,  that  wlf- 
denial  i«  power.  Proemd,  my  children,  with  your 
frugal  meal ;  honestly  earned,  it  should  bo 
cheerfully  M»io\'ed.  Pmvidenci"  does  not  spread 
ita  rich  abundance  ox-er  the  earlb  to  be  despised 
by  the  innocent ;  tlie  ascetic  of  eighty  might  be 
the  rpvelh-r  of  forty,  antl  find  in  his  latter  absti- 
nence, not  only  the  pardon  of  former  lolly,  bxft 
the  prewnt  health  of  hie  body  and  of  his  mind." 

*'  You  are  a  hermit  then .  father  ?"  ft«kcd  Isabel. 

"  I  wajf,  while  I  could  find  a  rcfiige  in  the 
land  for  my  wlitary  pniyer*,  but  even  caves 
and  tJie  wild  (orcittK  rwk  now  with  the  crime*  of 
men,  and  charity  ban  otbfrr  and  nearer  claims 
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than  to  bring  even  a  crust  of  btemi  to  the  C«U 
the  Bged  rfcluBc. " 

*'  Vou  uro  came  to  u  IuimI  tluit  is  twl  (juitv 
poor  }-i%"  taid  Jaciiu«i ;  "  we  tiave  alanns  i 
tiiiiiw  from  the  Burgoudiaiis,  but  this  part  of  I 
valley  has   yet   been  aafe  from   their  inr 
beyond  the  theft  of  an  ox  or  a  horse ;  a  sore  1 
tliat  too,  for  B  poor  man  like  me ;  hut  one 
lea\<es,  perhaps,  a  juet  remembrance  to  tell 
how  much  wo  are  spared.     Uliat  we  kaop 
doore,  makes  amends  for  wliat  we  lose  witlioulj 
nod  bids  us  think  that  idl  are  itot  UsA  u  we  am,^ 

"  Stay  among  us,  und  lot  your  a^  ht 
teacher,''  said  Inbel. 

"  What  Deed  of  teaching  where  I  hear  m 
words  ?"  said  tlte  old  man.     "  I  do  not  mmo 
offend  you  by  prai^g  you,  hut  you  think  j\ 
and  practice  rightly,  and  sueh  examples 
the  teacher*." 

"  You  have  IniTellcd  for  to-day,  father," 
[sabel,  turning  the  eubjet't  with  a  woman's  tact.'' 

"  By  the  river's  side  from  Void,  wandering  up 
its  Courae  to  Neufchftt<<nu,  wlwre,  umlor  tliv  pro- 
bectiun  of  tiw  Duke  uf  Lorruiiie,  I  may  elaim 
such  niMins  as  will  s«r\'o  the  little  of  lifo  that  !•• 
mains  to  me." 

"  T)m!  territories  of  LorraiDc  begin  soan  i 
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you  have  crosaud  the  riv«r,"  obsen-ed  Jacques, 
"  should  you  wish  to  ent^r  them  bororo  you 
reach  tlte  town.  You  are  from  a  distaut  part, 
then?" 

"  Even  from  Pang,"  answered  the  stnutgor, 
and,  indeed,  from  kagues  beyond  it ;  but  last  I 
turriitl  Ihcrt-,  Ut  ecu  tiw  remains  of  him  undi>r 
whoiti  I  had  onc«  Mrvnl,  nod  wlio,  perhaps,  may 
liave  bwu  tbit  last  of  thr  Kings  of  France  whom 
a  Frenchman  could  survi-,  carried  to  the  reatiue- 
place  of  hia  auoentors,  whuM  lino  of  monarch}* 
his  death  may  close." 

"  Do  not  Bay  that !"  exclaimed  .Tacqut-s ;  "long 
live  Charles  VII !  As  long  as  he  lives,  Frwicli- 
awn  havB  u  King  to  wrve,  and  I — but  you  said 
you  cainv  from  Paris ;  we  liuvo  constantly  Itoard 
uf  that  city,  governed  hy  tlie  tmtorou«  niobwitll 
butctiers  and  executioners  fur  their  leaders,  and 
now  by  the  English,  fit  to  ruleorer  such  traitor^. 
I,  I  am  forgetting  agatn^  but  I  am  a  true 
Annagnoc,  and  lu  you  camu  thencv,  perhaps 
youkrcaBu^^ndian,r>rfm  Bnglish  Frenchman, 
tlioy  ate  t}ie  same  thing,  since  John  of  Burgundy 
Uaificked  with  the  Knglisb  to  sell  bis  country ; 
but  if  you  be,  you  arc  under  my  roofi  and  a  way. 
forer;  and  I   can  hold  my  tongue,  for  'ti«  a 
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wretched  niggard  that  gi^-es  meat  and  lod^ng 
with  a  churlUh  w  unwekome  speech," 

"  Tlwy  offend  not  me,"  rvplicd  Uie  old  man  j 
"  1  »'oui(l  truly  tlutt  thc-M)  words  of  faction  were 
dumb  in  the  moutli  of  every  Frenchman,  and 
the  cause  of  them  foi^tten  fm  ever.  Prance 
aiKl  Kngiand,  and  each  in  its  o«m  poncv,  nut 
infusing  into  each  other's  cup  the  poison  of  civil 
Etnfe,  and  then  Uiking  advantage  of  the  victim's 
w0ukiH>ss  to  tlUce  the  proy.  1  did  not  ^trafs 
think  M)  morktrately.  But,  believe  uie  to  be,  a& 
you  ori',  a  Inu'  !'ul)jc<:t  of  King  (Charles  VU., 
aud  it  wait  co  indulge  in  a  bitterne^  of  spirit 
that  1  remained  in  Paha  to  see  to  my  old  master, 
his  father,  Charles  the  well-beloved,  borne  by  the 
English  to  St.  Denis,  and  nuiumed  by  Bedford, 
Re^nt  of  France  as  ho  culls  himn^LT,  tlie  brO' 
ttier  of  our  great  oppressor,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  tlie  dead  king's  English  heir,  in  the 
ca[»tal  of  nur  land.'* 

"  Heaven  has  cast  the  English  dominionon  ui 
infant,"  said  Ja^-ques;  "it  will  n^-cd,  perliaps, 
atronger  hands  to  keep  nbat  liix  falhvr  got." 

"  It  may  ;  inheriting  the  crown  of  France 
from  Charles  VI.,  he  may  also  inherit  liis  grand- 
&Uier'8  malady,  and  his  uncles  may  play  the  nme 
game  uf  telfisli  wivk^lnes*  with  which  IJko  rela- 
tiutis  bngnn  his  grandfather's  misfortunes." 
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'  It  w  something  fbr  us  that  tlw  iron-handed 
Harry  died  before  his  father-in-law;  had  he 
lived ." 

"Not  no!"  exelaimed  the  old  man.  rining 
suddenly ;  "  that  was  marked  out,  fated  '.  Tlirre 
are  tJiow  who  think  that  Providence  docs  not 
interfere  in  the  concerns  of  human  lift*,  that 
That  whieh  watche*  llie  sparrow's  fall,  suffers 
men  to  act  their  own  wiUs,  and  traces  not  out 
for  tiiem  tlieir  day  of  doom  when  the  smit- 
ing hand  shall  drop  powerless,  and  the  breath, 
whose  commaiidB  wviit  forth  to  slaughter  as  a 
plague,  sltall  be  stayed  !  Hia  death-hour  was 
to  come  before  that  of  hin  poor  moAed  victim ; 
and  tlKnjgh  the  king  of  FVaiKe  went  to  hin 
gran  mourned  only  by  lh«  hypocrisy  of  his 
enemie*,  his  corpse  was  spared  the  last  indig- 
nity, the  feigned  grief  of  the  king,  who  had 
hunted  him  to  his  death  for  his  spoils,  and  who 
would  have  mourned  Iiim,  decked  with  Uie  m- 
galia  of  his  race."" 

"Henry  was  to  die?"  asked  Jeannette,  whose 
attention  was  deeply  fixed  on  the  old  man's 
words. 

"It  was  propliesied,"  replied  her  mother; 
"  I  know  not  exactly  what :  that  he  should  die 
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witliiii  u  certain  tiiiw — but   the  proplKwy 
uccumpliilMKl." 

"  It  was,"  auRW«ro(l  the  old  man.     "  Pio-' 
|>lw6y  if  it  be,  that  eotnea  uubidden  through  a 
weak  braiD,  with  no  sense  of  power,  but  iritb 
the  irresistible  impulse  orirutli.     1  Stood  anioii|^| 
]ie«pe  uf  slaughter  ;  rclatiuus  I    luul  none,  ht/^M 
thotv  who  hod  Buccijurod  and  luv^l  me  wen  to 
me  children.     I  had  cast  ofT  U»e  gauds  of  Uie 
woriil,  not  ita  afiectiun» ;  I  lored  th«  tru9  umI 
hooeet^  tlie  poor  and    the  innocent,  and  tJioM 
were  stnu-k  down  at  th«  dour  ot  mj  oaU,  huatad 
for  Dport,  tortUTud  for  richvs  tlwy  bad  not  IQfl 
give.      And  Uie  king,  whose  minion«  diid  thii^^ 
had   himself  wreaked  his   royal  vengetioce   oo 
the   true  citiaens  of  Praacs.     1    had   heard  uf 
Rouen  audits  famine,  where  mothers,  driven  from 
thi;  vily  lv*i  tiiey  sliuuld  eat  the  soldier's  bKBd^^ 
received  tlieir  lu^vr-bom  children  from  tlw.'  pnestjH 
baptized  tJutt  they  might  be  starved  as  Chris* 
tiaos,  and  tJialin  ttw  eight  of  a  Christian  army] 
—  an   army   tliat  refused  to  let  Uium  |m 
•uiKuur  I     The  king  wa«  before  Dreux,  rMdyl 
to  reiiuw  his  detnon':i  work,  under  tlie 
of  the   I'rinity  nn<l    thtt   Cross.    I   fa«ted 
prayed,  fur  all  tlie  ti?mjiUtiuns  of  hatri-d  crowd 
about  nie ;   1  atmosl  liwught  in  visible  shapi^] 
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uid  tt)i>ii  I  weiit  to  the  coiU)ueror  as  he  Blood 
in  anna  before  the  beleaguered  town,  and,  in 
the  name  of  Gol,  1  summoned  him  to  appear 
nt  hb  bar  within  the  year.  Within  thi^  j*Br 
h«  diixl.  Ho,  then  n  conqueror  full  of  iwolth, 
youth,  luatihooil,  died  witliin  the  y^ar.  H« 
was  doomed !" 

The  old  man's  form,  drawn  up  to  its  fiiU 
h«ghl,  his  breast  swelled  with  the  fulness  of 
energy,  his  white  hair  streaming  down  hia  shoul- 
d«re,  his  eves  glaring  with  his  earnest  passion^ 
looked,  in  the  flickering  and  uncertain  light  of 
Hut  <-mbcn<,  ta  mvn  might  imagine  the  shade 
r»f  Samuel  to  me  ut  the  incantation  of  the 
Witoh.  For  iatxne  timi?  his  hearCTs  watched  liira 
with  a  bresthlesj,  awe'»truck  silence.  Th«  clear, 
full,  thrilling  tones  of  his  voice  wemed  to  dwell 
upon  ttieir  van. 

But  000,  though  the  great  marvel  huhl  Iter 
rantionlen  as  tha  rvKt,  appeared  to  crave  more 
of  the  old  man's  word*,  and  to  meet  the  *rml 
that  gave  tliem  birth  »x  witli  a  kindred  and 
iittderstanding  spirit.  Tliere  are  eyes  which 
took  with  calm,  subdued,  and  searching  fear, 
into  an  aby^  from  which  the  common  gazu 
brinks  back,  unable  to  meet  the  contemplation 
of  ih»  depth.     Jeannette'a  eticouutered   their 
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guest's   witli  the  stren^  as  with  ttie  tairor 
imagination.     But  t\w  M  mao  iiliud'ierad, 
fonn  coHajiMii,  end  Ih;  xuiik  uixin  )iU  seat. 

Jacquemin,  at  hh>  father's  signal,  castaootlier 
fagot  on  tli^  fire,  and,  in  its  twighter  blau. 
the)-  found  more  ^an  its  ortliiiar}-  dieer* 
JucqucB  had  fixi-d  his  eyes  u|>on  Isabri  w 
waitii^,  from  her  nnulier  mind,  a  rolicf 
an  (imhcuTTUHiing  iiilvncL*;  but  iho  rtrangnr 
sumed. 

"  Yee,  my  friends,  you  Itave  evidently  hmrd 
of  ti>e  hermit  of  Dreux ,  he  is  the  man  viiom  yott 
have  BO  kindly  sheltered.  You  may  believe  that 
he  is  one  who  fi-cls  with  you  all  tlial  France 
has  suffered,  an<l  prays  with  you  that  her  trial 
may  c«wn." 

"  May  tlie  prayers  of  th«  Profdiet  be  bem^ 
thny  will  op('l^l  our's  !"  answered  Isabel  hundily. 
**  Call  mo  not  Pmplwt !"  said  th«  old  man, 
with  a  meelt  and  humble  reverence,  and  wilb  a 
low  solemnity  of  tone  that  indicated  hiaowu  mwt 
of  the  theme .  **  I  have  no  ehare  of  such  a  glory  ] 
look  upon  my  wants  and  upon  my  wealuwMt 
I  remmmber,  too,  my  past  life.  I  have  no  power 
of  miraelm,  or  of  miraculous  foTMgiit.  I  know, 
indMHl,  that  I  hiivn  foretold  a  truth.  I  M 
that  thattrutli  was  furetuld  a*  a  t^tror  to  him  ta 
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whom  it  was  addreswd,  a*  a  winiing  to  all  that 
the  liBrdnef*  uf  beftrt  of  a  proud  man  is  tlw 
high  reiM^  tower  vhich  is  built  but  to  be  strutk 
prostrate  bjr  tli«  bolt.  But  though  a  warning 
Utunder  rollet!  through  my  feeble  voict^  the 
storm  waa  no  miracle.  Tlie  time,  ttw  occiwionc, 
Urn  wieldera  of  miracle,  are  gone.  Like  tliv  first 
causes  of  the  world  we  sec,  tbeir  creatiro  office 
is  piuit.  Tbey  nould  be  given  but  to  fonn  th« 
mental  vhu(»  into  its  order.  But  Uic  laws  whti-h 
are  the  fmtne  of  Nature  exi<t ;  Uicy  bring  un 
the  seasons  and  the  lide«,  the  birth  and  the 
deatb  of  man.  Tbey  constantly  communicate 
the  eternal  will  to  things  created.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  the  mind,  creation's  highest  object, 
should  alone  be  lelt  without  a  Unh  between  it 
and  its  Maker.  Weak  as  wn  call  it,  it  is  Wf 
grculcvt  wonder  on  earth,  and  His  highest  en- 
gioQ  to  effect  Uis  purposes.  Through  it,  as 
tJirough  all  other  ininiiitraiits,  the  et<.'mal  will 
must  be  obcy«d.  And  do  vm  not  po)««s«  a 
laculty  capablo  of  receiving  these  cummiinds? 
Have  wc  nut  imaginutiun,  meeut,  when  pure,  to 
be  the  receiver  of  such  impulses  ?  Does  not  that 
wluch  is  bora  of  it.  Die  hone«t  entliusiasm  of 
man,  in  pity,  in  gencrositv,  in  just  indignation, 
in  love,  in  gratitude,  in  devotednost.  Speak  and 
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tlo  M  of  tiM  words  and  d«eds  of  Him  who  creatsd^ 
tlw  fvdiiig?  Man  lia;  n  coDBUnt  inepimtJoa 
{{iv«n  to  him  iii  a  right  vnlliuuuun,  let  him 
fulfil  its  coiiditionv.  The  pur|K>»e  must  Ik>  pun, 
the  QccasioH  niui>t  be  worltif,  aitd  of  these  the 
orent  judges.  No  liar  is  tliat  Iiuaginatioti, 
when  ill  voice  is  not  corrupted  by  seliiahnesei 
it  will  Dot  utter  falsi>hood  to  die  heart  that  ceeks 
to  receive  its  impressions  in  humility,  in  resig- 
nation, in  pmyer,  in  dependence,  in  trust. 

"  I  have  heard  those  speak  w1k>  hav«  bMD 
snatched  bom  the  verjr  brink  of  death,  wito 
may  almu«t  W  said  to  hitve  lookml  into  tha 
gulph  they  w«re  not  yet  tu  Imp.  wlm  have  eB> 
tlurcd  till!  a|{uny  of  drowning,  and  in  tlie  last 
seeming;  moment  of  existence  Inre  sumraed,  as 
if  for  tliA  trial  they  were  to  meet,  all  tlte  actton* 
of  a  long  life,  many  of  them  forgotteD  till  tbat 
Itour.  That  la  tlie  sharp  blow  of  the  oecaaoo, 
which  strikes  tlw  fire  from  the  fiiot.  It  is  tba 
pang  of  a  just  indignatioD  wound  to  its  ut- 
most power  of  bearing,  tiial  cms  tlii)  liuI  of 
tivil  dtieds,  concentnt«w  tlw  rtiOMiniog  agvinst 
evil  into  prophecy.  It  is  an  agony  uf  Ui«  tpirit 
wrrctling  with  life  lik«^  tliat  drowning  man't. 
Alaslalasl  I  pretvnd  not  to  goodness,  bot  in  tliat 
wluch  1  then  tlmught  1  hod  cast  aside  all  mortal 
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fear,  I  waK  willing  to  tl«voto  myaelf  for  my 
lows ;  t  wouU)  imve  bei-n  the  maityr  of  my 
country :  in  tliat  wiulom,  and  ia  that  mentul 
tbroe,  I  spoke  the  truUi !  My  dear  children, 
you  reprove  me  that  you  look  upon  mc  with 
wonder,  I  knew  not  that  I  had  been  so  vnin- 
glorious.     We  will  talk  of  oUicr  tiling*." 

"  Let  nte  ask  you,  fati»er,"  said  Ju<r(|uemia> 
"  hnw  that  proud  king  bore  th«  wonls  yuu  xpoke 
to  liiiii ;  metiiinks,  Im  should  hare  Cr«mt>ltid  and 
i^ientfd.'' 

r**  Such  men  may  sometiniea quail  within  thdr 
hearts,  but  tliey  fear  most  to  sliow  tlieir  fean,* 
tallied  the  hermit.  "  I  asked  of  his  soldiers  to 
bring  me  to  speech  with  their  monarch ;  their 
loud  mirth  at  my  demand,  the  insults  and  io- 
juries  with  which  they  replied  to  it,  gained  me 
what  they  scoffed  al.  They  even  meditated 
worse  violence  ogninst  me;  they  would,  per- 
haps, have  baliMl  mo  to  their  shambles,  and 
added  my  blood  to  that  tliey  had  spilled  in  f<v- 
rociuu*  sport,  but  th^ir  merriment  di.->turbi.-d  the 
king;  he  desired  to  know  thecau»e.  In  death- 
like silence,  sucli  a-i  tyrants  love  to  be  dwyed 
iu,  I  was  led  before  him. 

"  *  \\''ho  is  this,'  he  asked,  '  that  you  wekornc 
with  such  clamour !' — '  A  hermit !   a  proplwt  I' 
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exclaimed  a  thousand  voices, '  that  would  epeeb 
to  your  Grace.' — '  Ha  1  ha  !  a  prophet  V  ex- 
claimed  Uio  monarch  ; '  since  thou  liast  disturbed 
QUr  council,  thou  shott  st  kaat  rend  our  fat«  )mn 
fora  thou  mcn-t'et  thin«  own.  What  shall  the 
chtonicleB  »f  England  write  more  of  u»  ?' 

■*  I  looked  forth  helplessly,  for  I  was  exhausted 
and  faint ;  and  in  my  weoknes  I  would  have 
Uii^d  to  escape  more  <lerision ;  but  ut  that  mo- 
Dteiit  I  mw  A  herd  of  tlu;  plundcrctl  and  beaten 
peasants  driven  like  swine  into  the  ramp,  yet 
worse  in  condition  than  swine ;  for  they  were  to 
he  tortured  for  ransom.  A  feeling  came  upon 
me,  such  as  never  in  the  heat  of  anient  battle, 
wen  under  tlie  Holy  Cro««,  fiushcil  through  my 
L>a^r  brain.  *  They  have  little  nwrw  to  writ*" 
than  thy  tltaih,'  1  ropliwJ.  '  My  death  will 
eom«,  douhtleits,  »onic  day ;  but  it  will  find  me 
ready,'  said  tlu>  monarch  unabaslied.  '  It  will 
find  thee  soon  1*  I  continued,  as  the  uusought 
answer  come  upon  my  tongue ;  '  slay  me  if  thou 
wilt,  and  m  within  the  year  thou  shall  find  one 
moro  accuser  waiting  theo  at  the  bar  of  et«mal 
justice !'  The  King  regarded  me  6xed]y ;  his 
countenance  fell  not ;  his  eyelid  did  not  move ; 
his  Upa  went  but  for  a  moment  almost  imper* 
ceptibly  pressed  together.    He  smiled  at  ietig^ 
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gravely,  and  with  greet  dignitj-,  when  be  saw 
that  my  eye  saok  not  before  liis  owd.  He  i!]wke, 
'  He  who  can  brave  a  king,  must  not  d'w-  by  tbe 
hand  of  a  villaiit ;  lut  bitn  go  free,  f^llowa.' 

"  Ail  left  me ;  Ito  tumt'd  to  speak  with  one  of 
his  otBcers,  and  1  passed  through  the  camp  as 
Ibougb  tJiere  had  beeo  some  spoil  upon  my  tor- 
I ;  all  bore  the  cold  calinmns  of  dtscipliiic 
»bat  would  not  lift  on  me  an  eye,  so  surely  was 
that  stem  monarch  obeyed,  so  wus  tiit  fiat  a-- 
vpected,  even  when  be  could  not  ten  its  execu- 
tioa." 

"  He  died  within  the  year !"  said  Isabel,  al- 
most to  herself. 

"  Yes,"  rejoined  the  hermit }  "  and  in  no  brave 
mel^,  such  as  be  would  liave  choeen;  but  of 
a  disease  painful  and  humiliating  as  might  befnl 
the  lowest  peasant,  be  died  two  months  befurw 
the  poor  king  he  sought  to  succeed ;  and  whom, 
in  tbe  couree  of  nature,  Ive  should  long  have 
survived." 

"  Tbe  hcurte  of  rulers  should  be  moved  to 
pity  Uieir  people,  father,"  said  Jacquc«,  address- 
ing  the  hermit  with  great  revcreoco,  "  wbi>n 
such  tokens  of  wrath  come  to  tell  tliem  thi-ir 
doty." 

"  May  it  be  so !"  answered  tlie  hermit.  "  Tbe 
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■tory  of  our  ruler*  h&a  been  but  a  l»t  of 
L'rimeB  J  and  for  and  by  them  ia  deAolatioD 
upon  our  land.  The  voice  that  ruua  in 
common  ear, '  tiiat  Fram^c  aliould  be  lost 
saved  by  a  woman,'  in  fulfilled  in  its  woret 
I  sabel  of  Bavaria  lias  been  the  »cou  rge,  may 
ther  prove  the  heeler  1  False  to  bor 
lord  and  king  ;  false  too,  us  nwn  my,  with  hi 
brother  Loul«  nf  Orlvans ;  sh«  has  joinud  iu 
awry  faction  Utal  maile  Charlut  ttie  Sixth's 
madnesa  a  pretext  for  devouring  hu  tubji 
f^rat  shamefully  linked  witli  Ijouis  of  Orli 
she  wasted  in  luxurious  dissipation  the  reraniiM' 
of  the  state,  leaving  tJie  helpless  king,  her  hus- 
band, and  h«r  own  children,  to  such  utl«r  ^ 
regard,  that  tlwy  lacked  even  food  and  cltanp 
of  miinont.  A  bvggar  might  pity  U»o  tiKiD«rcih 
who,  for  five  months,  wore  the  mino 
rags." 

'*  lliat  inhumanity  was  cruelly  punished  ia' 
tile  peraou  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  by  John  tfae 
Bad,  of  Iturgundy,"  observed  Jaoqun. 

"Tlifl  Duke  of  Burgundy,"  answered  the" 
hennit,  "  ouly  mw  in  his  couain,  Louis  Uuk« 
Orl<nns.  a  rival  in  power;  a  regent  uf  the 
kingdom  wliile  he  Iteld  possession  of  tha  i]ue«o^i 
lovr.  Had  Orleans  combined  the  guilt  of  every 
traitor  that  ever  held  a  fuUe  tliought,  littl« 
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that  been  to  John  the  Bad — besides  lie  made 
Hccord  with  him— *worw  a  falw  fricnti!iiliij>^idcpt 
in  thv  same  bed  with  bini,  in  token  of  recon- 
fiiliation ;  cwn  took  the  blened  sacrament  of 
peace  with  him ;  and  ihv  ni^xt  night  hud  him 
colled  forth  by  u  foul  KtmtagetQ,  and  murdered. 
The  wretch— prince  n»  he  wa»— nearly  allied  to 
the  crown,  trembled  at  hisown  deed ;  it  was  not 
for  daj's  that  he  had  the  hardihood  to  avow  it, 
when  others  had  found  for  liim  the  excuse,  that, 
in  slaving  his  cousin,  he  did  an  act  of  public 
justice.  That  (kwd  laid  the  curse  of  unavenged 
blood  on  Prance — the  public  justice,  forced,  in 
the  person  of  the  poor  king,  to  absolve  the  mur- 
derer ;  the  eons  of  the  murdered  man  pursuing 
vrith  his  widow  an  ineffectual  vongewico;  the 
vile  queen  joining  with  Uw.  iminlcn'r'*  party,  as 
suitH  t)>e  di'tvignM  of  h^r  own .  luxury,  lust, 
ambition.  TIic  king  «>metiraes  awakening  front 
his  nlii[)or  only  to  behold  the  wretchedness  which 
dvil  war  caused  among  his  pnoplct— and  only 
once  dealing  terrible  justice  on  a  new  paramour 
of  his  wife :  and  then  to  overheap  the  measure 
of  our  desolation — the  foreigner — the  usurper 
of  his  own  land— the  Bnglinh  king,  prttuuding 
A  false  right,  and  claiming  our  crown,  and 
the  substance  of  nor  land  for  its  ciieroiet ! 
Mighty  heavwi !"  continued  the  old  man,  "  said 


1  to  ovcrh«Eip  the  meesure?  it  w  not  y4>t  full. 
Two  priDoe*  of  Um  roynl  Iwtue  —  two  dau- 
phius  dyiug  young  and  ignobly,  end  Uic  third 
Charlea,  yet  left,  though  xiiatched  from  liic 
Buigundiau  t'oea,  saved,  perba[ii3,  from  massa- 
cre by  Tannery  du  CliAtel ;  yet  be,  the  ooly 
hope  of  France,  casting  away  her  sleadcr  chance 
of  safety  with  liia  owq  Iiooour.  ui  idle  tliought- 
l«3sn<-ss,  if  not  in  bUckeet  crime !" 

"  The  Dauphin  in  yet  but  young,"  expostulated 
Isabel. 

"  Would  that  his  imputed  faults  were  only 
tbow  of  youth !  Wlien  John  tliD  Bad  hini«ulf  came 
to  the  prince  at  Munteretiu  »ur  Yonne,"  nfplied 
the  heniiit,  "  when  all  might  have  biren  enilnd, 
aiul  the  land  once  more  Itave  drawn  a  few  short 
breaths  of  peace— it  was  under  the  eyes  of  the 
Dauphin  that  Tannefi^uy  du  Cbfltel  alew  the 
Bui^undian  duke." 

A  heavily  drawn  breatli,  at  tttis  moment, 
stopped  the  hermit.  It  wa»  Jeannctle,  who, 
half  kneeling,  half  Imning,  at  his  ^idv,  devoured 
what  he  had  been  mytng ;  her  very  pul»e  almost 
arrested  by  bvr  intenw  interest,  till  startled  by 
this  cBtnuLrophe. 

"  ^'uu  wr^re  listening  to  me,  my  daughter, 
witli  more  Ihait  a  cbild'i  attention,*'  taid  tbe 
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hermit,  laying  his  hand  gently  on  her  head,  and 
poxdog  it  over  Iter  shining  hair ;  "  what  did  you 
tiiink  of  whul  1  was  saying  ?" 

"  The  murderer  was  himiwir  murdered,"  le* 
plied  Jeannette. 

"  The  terrible  vengeance  of  another  crime,  to 
bring  in  yet  more  wrath,"  said  the  hermit. 

"  Did  not  Tanneguy  du  Chfttel  uUiigii,"  asked 
l«sbe).  "  tltat  he  feared  for  tlie  Itfo  of  tlit-  Dau- 
phin i  ae  the  bad  Duke  John,  in  rising  from  hiii 
kn«e  bofon;  the  princv,  hiid  his  hand  upon  his 
Bwoni?" 

"  I  fcwr  ine,"  replitxl  the  old  man,  "  it  was 
the  Rpirit  of  ancient  hatred  tltat  came  full  into 
the  heart  of  Tanneguy  du  ChAtel,  that  made 
him  dutre^^rd  the  Iwooor  of  his  prince,  as  ttie 
commandments  of  his  religion — even  if  tliere 
were  do  pruconccrted  plan  to  take  tiie  duke's 
life,  they  acted  ufiurwanls  as  nmrderen  act*— 
they  burietl  him  so  hastily  that  tie  was  found 
lying  in  llie  rery  clothes  lie  had  worn,  when  tlto 
town  woe  takvn  from  his  assassins." 

"  Vet  the  Dauphin  was  tlien  but  sixteen  yean 
of  Bge,**  resumed  the  mother. 

"  Scan:«ly  more^his  sin  might  otdy  bu  that  of 
not  opposing  or  punisliing  Uie  evil  of  otiier*,  for 
l>otii  h«  might  be  powerlees,  yet  to  tiiat  lack  of 
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power,  or  ofwiU,  tlir  future  hopes  of  Franca 
ttlmoet  priahed.  i-lve  years  l>el(>ra,U»e  futol  I 
of  Agiiicourt  had  dcprivecl  us  of  the  flower  of  our  ' 
diiralrf ,  Th«  king  incapable,  tlie  quo«n  iiK«-na«l 
against  her  §on  for  depriving  her  of  IniAnim  i 
unjustly  amassed,  wickedly  seeking  liix  dtmtt&l 
in  the  union  of  her  daughter  with  the  Eogli^li 
Henry )  but  one  rallying  cry  was  leil  for  tnw- 1 
hearted  Frenchmen,  the  Dauphin,  tlielteirof  iht 
crown.     This  ait  made  them  hlushto  mil  on  hii 
nome^rangcd  Philip,  tlie  eon  of  tbu  vlain  Ihika, ' 
fint  in  the  number  of  his  foes ;  thitn  the  )irinco9B 
Catlmriutf  wetlthM  Henry  in  ti>«  Cfttl»e<bai  of 
Troyea ;  thi?  xhAnH'ful  contract  waa  made,  wludi 
declared  t)H.>  linglitth  King  tlie  inl>eTilor  uf  the  { 
French  crown.     The  Dauphin  Charles   had  toj 
sneounter  no  powerless  justice,  the  prooea  of  | 
the   Frvnch  cvurt  was  upheld  by  tliu  EngUih'! 
■trcngtb ;  be  was  jiromptly  suinnuned  to  atwMrf^ 
for  the  death  of  Burgundy,  on  hi«  rvfu*a]  to  ap- 
pMr  dtgnulwl  fnMn  hiv  bhioi).     France 
tlie  ahuMit  ui)C(Hit««t«d  jtrey  of  t}i«  ISngltali  oohI 
queror," 

"It  is  all  true— too  true,*'  answered  Ja^ 
quamin,  "  and  if  what  men  tell  us  be  do  falser, 
thoso  who  call  themselves  our  friends  are  as  bad 
toueasourfous.   Here,  indeed,  tiiey  are  as  genUn 
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I       the  lat 
I  «Y< 


with  U9  As  I  MUf^xM;  «ol(li«n(  cun  be.  Robert  de 
Baudricoort,  who  i»  \iTOVK>»t  of  Vsucoukurs,  if  a 
cold  and  haughty  man.  but  he  Ift*  Dono  of  his 
meo  takt*  more  Chan  it  neetlful,  p<>rhupK,  from 
the  labourers." 

You  are  happy  in  that."  said  the  Iiermit  j 
tfarougliout  tlio  distractinl  provinces  it  is  &r 
;  tli«y  plunder  tho  country'  under  pretence 
of  the  differMice  of  jwrty  wh<rn  they  can,  and 
where  they  can  offer  no  such  cauw,  tlwy  either 
tak«  all  as  a  le%'ied  contribution,  or,  like  Vauruf 
St  Meaux,  they  make  a  trade  of  pillage,  and 
cruelty  is  their  ciirious  art.  as  a  means  of  extor- 
tion." 

"  Hi-  madit  a  bravo  defence,  did  lie  not,  against 
King  Henry  'f  askod  JncqutMinn. 

"  No  one  could  doubt  hi*  determination,  or 
tha-t  courage  which  ought  to  be  called  twensibi- 
lity,"  said  the  hermit.  *'  But  what  is  the  merit  of 
obstinately  defending  stone  walls  for  King 
Charles,  while  all  that  lived  wiDiin  or  around 
tliem  were  but  so  many  victims  awaiting  their 
turn  of  death  ?  He  defended  them  as  a  butcher 
woaU  bis  cattle.     The  tree  which  grew  upon  Hw 

EnA  which  they  called  hts  ehn,  wax  bom« 
ith  the  carcaees  alike  of  friend  or  foe. 
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had  aeized  in  the  fields,  unless  his  friends  could 
oETer  a  ransotn  far  beyond  his  owu  littie  store. 
Nay,  when  the  pregnant  wife,  returning  too  late 
with  tJie  sum  that  was  to  buy  h«r  husband's 
blood,  has  spoken  in  God's  indignutioo  against 
him  who  eImhI  it— shu  hvrscif  has  by  Vaurus  b««a 
lashed,  beaten,  ihaated,  tied  under  tlie  accursed 
tree  where  her  husband's  body  bung  anions;  hi* 
fellows,  and  so  with  her  unborn  ofispring  been 
releasnd  from  suffering,  only  by  Hm  ilevonring 
woIrL-«,  who  cain«  to  prey  upon  the  carcaseee. 
Her  shrieks  xrerc  hrard  by  hor  countrymen,  yet 
none  dan.-d  aid,  Irst  he  ehouM  shnre  her  fatu  at 
the  hand  of  Vaurus," 

JocqucDiia  stopped  the  aptmker  to  loiik  \s\ioti 
his  sistor')!  face ;  her  eye*  were  t«arle#»,  whirn  all 
others  were  moistened ;  they  were  reiscd  to 
heaven  j  her  &ce  was  ashen  pale,  her  lips  were 
compressed,  her  hands  ctasped. 

"  There  are  the  thoughts  we  want  in  men." 
murmured  the  hemiit.  Jeannette  saw  she  was 
observed,  slw  blusht^d  cuid  hung  down  her  bead. 
Jacquomin  dnrw  her  to  him,  and  held  her  cloee 
as  if  to  ward  off  the  emotion  which  the  stranger')! 
discounco  created. 

"  Mighty  Heaven  1  and  tiieta  are  our  friends, 
our  oountryinen,  our  rulers,  thoee  who  should 
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protect  u»!"  raid  Isabel  weeping.  Piorre'scyw 
flashed  firv,  and  hi«  hand  trctnblvd  on  liu 
muUier's  arm.  SliectuK-kcdlwr emotion.  Petit 
Jew)  toapped  oncooKiouHly  tlio  Htick  \m>  tutld  iu 
his  liand,  one  of  tine  tUickatt  of  tiu)  fagot  that 
was  burning.    Jaoquca  cleared  his  throat  audi- 

It  was  jret  some  short  limu  before  any  spoke, 

"  Can  it  be  wondered  at,"  at  last  exclaimed 
Jacques,  OS  starting  trom  a  painful  reverie,  "that 
tfafl  poor  man  turns  round  upon  liis  tyrants,  and 
becomes  a  savage  too !  Merciful  Heaven  1  tliese 
wolves,  who  call  themselves  knighls,  make  war 
upon  uU  that  cuimot  rvvitit  tliein,  tiiMjti  woinen 
and  infants ;  but  lift  died,  fatJier,  a  dog'«  duatli, 
did  he  not?  Tliat  ever  I  should  rej<Hce  in  tlte 
d*«th  of  a  Frenchman  I" 

"  He  was  hanged  by  Henry  V.,  on  liis  own 
elm,"  replied  the  hermit. 

Thougli  there  were  never  kinder  hearts  col- 
lected rouml  a  winters  fire,  every  one  of  them 
felt  the  lighter,  and  ix-at  the  more  easily,  wlieo 
the  hermit  said  •»,  So  are  the  cliarities  of  the 
good,  am  instinctive  and  implacable  enemies 'of 
tyrants. 
!  "  Otu;  may  Uiink  too  badly  even  of  the  worst," 
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nieh  ta  ho ;  perhapB,  we  ou^ht  to  he 
that  w(*  cannot  uiidorBtand  the  nature  uf  sueUj 
men  i  but  when  the  people  of  Saurlron  m^^f 
pillaged,  and,  having  notiiiiig  left,  wiwd  on  ■ 
deserted  castle,  and  held  it  a^  an  indt^jtenilrnt 
hand  to  rob  for  themselTM,  I  did  not  find  » 
much  of  an  excuse  fur  tltem  aa  I  do  now,  wheo^ 
their  marters  tfflwh  tlH-ro  they've  no  satiety 
means  of  life,  but  in  iiuoh  deeda  !* 

*'  But  if  al!  did  so,  whnt  hope  would  Ik 
be?"  asked  Isabel,  almost  imploringly. 

"  I  don't  know,"  said  Ju-quM,  "  but  I  linow 
how  I  should  feel  if — if,"  Ito  IooIcinI  round 
Dn<i  }ii$  thrvc  sons  looked  as  lie  did^ie  < 
finish  th«  A'ntcnoo,  which  every  body  iindu 
"  Bui  we  will  not  bolipve  that !"  he  coocit 
"  no — no—- we  are  iptu«d  from  »tirh  tliiiigit  ya 

*•  Your  wife  ia  rigiit,"  !tai<l  tJie  liermit  [  "  it  1 
the  moiit  terrible  of  all  the  desolations  of  the  < 
that  it  should  leave  none  good  among  us,  tl 
the  giintle,  kind-heurtcd  p(>oph)  of  Franoe  i 
be  changed  into  a  forest  of  tigpr*  fighting  Is 
blood  and  death  for  the  day'*  meal,  wltii.-li  eooti 
mu«t  fail  fven  the  strongest.     Famine  will 
with  un«>wn  fields,  or  crops  reaped  only  by  ' 
spoiler;  it  is  not,  thank  Hcav«n !  quite  cooh  I 
tliat  yet,  we  sec  that  it  is  not,  and  let  ut 
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grateful  to  ti»e  mere)',  that  protectii  man  against 
himself,  that  it  is  uot.  Auil  wo  must  liopo  at 
loiig  as  wc  can,  fur  hope  u  virtue  iiow.  It  is 
from  tike  people  that  their  own  succour  must 
spring.  The  noblemaii  makes  war  a  game,  only 
playeil  for  a  higher  stake — ranram,  a  clianged 
noBBter,  uader  whom  to  wear  his  honours  and 
keep  much  of  his  wiialth^  or  Uio  deatli  be  setda 
in  the  field  of  houour  i  if  Ik;  is  succrasful,  he 
spoils  his  enemy ;  if  b«atvD,  h«t  wrings  to  thv  last 
from  his  own.  it  is  the  blood  of  Uiv  poannt 
that  calls  from  every  desolated  villa^ ;  it  is  his 
cottage,  the  fruit  of  his  toil,  whose  smoke  ascends 
an  inccnsi!  of  wagvance ;  it  is  hie  wife  and  child 
tti&t  ar«  driren  ditilionoured  wanderers  through 
the  land,  to  vam,  during  the  short  life  of  such 
misery,  nothing  hut  th«  hri>«d  of  shame  I" 

"What  would  you  have  us  do?"  asked 
Jac(]uee. 

'■  Rally  round  your  king,  for  good  or  for  «vil." 

"  Alas  !  tiKTc  is  even  a  doubt  upon  Ids  true 
birth  Uiullutrm»  his  cause,"  siud  Juoques. 

"  Yes,  wc  have  to  tliank  liis  mutlier's  crimes 
ewn  for  that  last  dishonour,  that  last  blot  upon 
our  cause;  but  itisouly  adoubt,  and  one  wldch 
she,  even  in  her  most  violent  anger  agHiost  her 
son,  never  put  forth  or  allowod.     Tluit  woman's 
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ncklees  malice  would  iwt  }»ve  scmpled  even  to 
declare  li«r  own  sliaino  to  lotto  him,  when  be  de- 
prived li«  of  her  trcaiiut** — no;  the  people! 
and  the  only  IcruU-r  that  tliey  may  invoke,  a 
Frenchman,  a  milive  king !" 

"  Yet,  what  would  you  have  us  do  ?" 
"  Bear  all  Ironeatly ;  die,  if  it  must  be,  vir- 
tuously ;  wait,  and  hope,  and  trust.  Do  we 
know  why  we  are  smitten  ?  Can  we  tell  when 
the  scourge  will  be  withdrawn?  Of  such  single- 
ness  of  soul  as  this,"  continued  hi^,  laying  his 
head  upon  Jcan»eit«f'»  ho4td,  "  w«rc  it  Hia  will, 
he  could  make  a  buckler  and  a  xword  for  Ff«nc« ; 
A  delirerer  and  a  guanlian  of  the  land.  Mean- 
while, we  must  watth  and  pray." 

They  knelt ;  France  and  peace  were  the  themes 
of  the  old  man's  prayer  j  and  they  all  joined  in 
it  OB  (^  one  heart.  They  retired  calmly  and 
trustingly  to  their  R'pow  ^  Jnumcllf  and  her 
•JBtcr  lying  down  tipoii  the  tcmpomr)-  bed  they 
made,  near  tlic  expiring  fire,  and  Jeaunette  re- 
calling  and  rfpcating  the  words  of  the  old  mao 
in  her  sleep  aa  dri>ania  blend  realities  with  wishes, 
hopes,  ai>d  fears.  They  arose  early  ;  and  leaving 
a  fervent  blessing  with  his  friends,  tlw  licmut 
of  Dnox  departed,  though  with  an  intention 
ehuged  by  bis  own  reflectkuii  of  tb«t  oiglit. 
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He  DO  longer  sought  his  own  repose,  but  went 
forth,  an  apostle  of  peace,  of  order,  and  of 
patriotism,  through  the  villagee  of  France.  At 
Domremy,  the  seed  his  words  had  sown  had 
not  fallen  upon  barren  ground. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


KoH  Bome  time  1   had  no  further  opportut 
of  vieitiug  Uomr«ioy.     Left  by  the  early 
o£  my  fatlier  tw>  much  tny  own  nia>t«r 
yet  a  boy,   there  wiu  omi  who««  rtrnmns 
1    res|)tK'tml ;   uikI,   to  fulfil    wttutv   wivtifls 
though  tou  unlrcqufiitly,  yiuklix)  a  port  ofni 
mm.  It  wwiny  inotli«r*aaiiibilioti  tint  Idis 
ruiHi  i»y«iir  abtne  llw  liumhl>!  Htiitioii  in  wMc 
we  wen*  placed.      Htul  I  chosen  lo  i-outinuv 
t:ultivBt4*r  of  tlie  land,  I  poaaaned  what,  la 
rustic   Eecluatun,   might  be  considered    we 
My  fatlivr  had  left  mv  a  hotu«,  to  whivh,  aa 
bad  dont',  I  might  in  dui<  time  bring  burnt 
pftTltKir,  and  Selds,  rich  in  soil,  abuitdaiit  tn 
duc«,  and  suSicient  in  exl«nt,  to  employ  and 
feed  mure  ttiun  s  singlo  family.     Tttwc  1 '. 
by  an  easy  tcrvtoe.  which  iliil  not  impanacli 
nude  asu  fraoman ;  aud  my  uwu  youthful  dt 
tcarccly  went  beyoud  mj  native  rall«y,  atMi  tba ' 
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inance  in  it  of  m;  own  fuctioi),  vrithout  a 
wli  of  injury  beyond  nubmiuion  to  any  of  my 
[iponenU. 

But  this  would  not  ratisfy  the  ilcsires  of  my 
mother.    I  hail  Icurnvil  to  nmd  und  write,  ac- 
quirements quite  mrv  vnough  umong  us  to  make 
^me  noted,  and,  in  hi'r  vyt-^,  illustrious.     Sim 
t)0d  me  to  become  disttngui^lied,  and,  at  tJie 
tame  ttmu,  slio  fioared  to  give  rein  to  tJie  sjurit 
I -which  vnts  then  n^aivst  to  becoming  active  in 
Uie  uinhilion  of  ^ucce»s  in  anns.     Beradn; 
lite,  she  was  dwout  ;  and  she  poraessod  some 
claims  upon  the  church,  which  wvre  not  openly 
[  ackoowktlgcd,  but  which  might  as  cfventiully 
f^BTVo  me  us  if  they  wcr«.     It  vnu  l«ft  for  lh« 
holier  dignitaries  to  proclaim  Uwir  breach  of 
lis.      My  grandfather,  though  th''  Abbot  of 
^etolenbly  rich  monastery.hnd  bcitn  more  decent, 
if  not  more  virtunus.    To  this  distinction,  how- 
ever,  ho  Itnd  arrived,  after  the  marriage  of  my 
[mother,  or  lie  iiiiglit  have  sought  for  ber  a  better 
match  than  a  simple  cultivator.     A§  it  was,  he 
wa»  content  tij  make  some  eflort  to  provide  for 
her  aon,  out  of  soch  means  as  would  not  inter* 
fere  with  hia  own  luxuries. 

Theshelter  which  tlie  old  man  anxioutily  seeks 
is  Httlo  envied  by  the  youth ;  yet,  in  obedience 
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to  ray  mother'fl  deaireB,  a  very  few  dajn  fraud  im| 
on  the  road  to  TrojfM ;  ai>d  tliatr  too, 
the  exctUN!  or  tbo  upportunity  of  paying  a ' 
to  my  QDcln,  Conranltn  dv  Spinal ;  he  had  i 
rwd  a  utter  of  my  fiithrr's ;  tiir  ha  )wd  hn 
oome  over  to  Max>:-y,  to  uwUl  with  hi*  udi 
the  preparations  for  my  journey. 

It  is  not  the  part  of  my  life  passed  in 
from  her  which  1  have  to  relate.  The  >p*iiif 
cuniu  on ;  and  as  it  advanced,  brought  me  thr 
mvans  vf  visiting  my  motiM-T ;  and  one  of  in 
first  (TXCutsHuis  from  her  dwelling  was  to  that  i 
Conrardin,  tltat  I  might  pay  the  duty  and  < 
lore  I  bor«  to  him,  and  be  antongst  my  half  (Jay^J 
mat«s,half-«iMmues,ofDomjr««ny.  But  I  was 
accustomed  to  Uie  wdahrness  of  a  cLoiafaer ; 
though  the  Abbot  was  of  the  &clion  our  viUap ' 
liad  asaumed,  for  Troym  was  tlien  undar  ttis 
Engti«li  nil«,  yet  1  iin  longer  wore  thn  piutiaaii 
badge,  or  bora  mysdf  as  might  beooms  ii. 
Perhaps  I  was  gtad  even  then  to  have  an  txcuw 
for  laying  it  attidv  for  Uto  tin>c. 

V'aguit  aimI  weak  aa  are  generally  the  pwfai. 
enees  of  a  boy,  my  remembrance  of  Jeamatts 
had  grown  even  brighter  in  my  half^sditade- 
I  sought  I>er.  For  ■ome  time  I  (ooked  id  vmin. 
I  went  to  tbo  dances  round  the  fairy  tree,  whitbar 
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sll  the  jouth  of  tbe  vitb^  were  wont  to  repair. 
I  foond  t)ie  nobl«  beech  garlanded  with  Sowers, 
as  it  u««()  to  b« ;  decked  till  it  loolwd  likii  one 
■  TWt  bowttr;  but  amon^  the  iitxtAn  tliat  had 
ornedit,  JoAnncttcVwaxnoltolMfnuiid.  She 
levtr  heeded  much  tivc.  d^ice,  but  ahi?  was  want 
to  accompany  it  with  her  sweetly  musical  voice. 
I  wa»  too  baslifid  to  ask  oTher.  I  renewed  my 
nil  alntie.  I  w«ll  rememlMTed  the  6eld  to 
afae  tued  to  drive  her  fether's  flocks ;  so 
,  waa  ehe  to  one  shady  seat,  that  the 
binis  with  whom  ehe  shared  her  noontide  repast 
were  socuttomed  to  come  thither  to  claim  hi^r 
r-botmty,  and  c«t  from  her  hand.  I  hcnni  iiv 
-ringing  of  the  birds,  but  she  waa  absent.  I 
knew  that  at  vespers  I  sbould  find  her  in  the 
oharch,  but  etc  that  I  murt  return  to  Maxcy  ; 
and  it  might  br  years  bcfon^  I  i4>oulil  again  itee 
her ;  and  l>y  that  time  my  fate  might  Im>  fixed, 
and  I  muDt  Uiink  of  J«anitett«  only  as  a  daughter 
oftbatchorchfOf  whkhl  might  become  a  priest. 
This  diouglil,  which  idwuld  have  defttro)'ed, 
wnred  to  ripon  my  boynb  pankm ;  ami  I  wan< 
'd«red  along  thn  bank  of  the  river,  almost  deter> 
minod  to  break  in  uptm  my  appointed  return, 
nttiicr  tlian  depart  without  a  word  with  Jeannette. 
An  hour  would  almoM  serve  to  scan  ^e  pas- 
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tuiag;es,l)Ut  I  had  apeut  ihat  time  wiUiout  &od 
her.  At  length  I  rccogDiuxl  u  favourite  «vo  i 
lior  Bock,  and  I  knew  Utat  I  was  near  the  shtp*' 
herdess  herselL  But  1  advanced  cautiouslv,  tttao- 
rxMuly,  stealthily,  t  was  oot  then  aware  ttiM 
siMiti  wtfre  the  tokooB  that  bctiay  wliat,  for  0» 
first  tiin«  ia  tny  life,  I  felt  eoxiuus  to  hide.  1 
MW  li«r,  but  if  ausTv  boshAil  consciouKncee 
pn)bat>ly  \\»vii  h«ld  me  from  iuttaiitly  speakil 
to  her,  1  wai»  now  more  than  evor  bound  to' 
refrain.  'iVo  or  thren  trees,  witli  some  under-  , 
wnod,  formed  a  small  tbickitt,  tJiruugh  which  ,^| 
could  perceive  her  on  her  ki»ees.  Tlte  bell  o^" 
the  liamlet  was  just  beard  in  the  difilance,  but  it 
tcarceljr  seomed  tu  tliat  that  slie  was  attending,  or 
joining,  w  hoi  beun  her  anxious  wont,  even  atH 
a  diktAnov,  in  iJw  eorvico  of  the  little  coogrega-^ 
lion  at  the  mam.  i 

■I'Jt  was  full  sunlight,  but  she  was  slielteredfl 
from  the  Iwat,  yet  «>  Uiat  I  could  obwtrve  bet  '' 
features  clearly.  In  tite  seven  or  ei^ht  aiootbt 
tliat  1  had  been  absent,  how  strangely  wai  thf 
changed  1  acaxeely  iii  mere  feature ;  thoi^hjlie 
was  a  bttle  tltinner,  tlto  colour  had  not  IcA  bri 
cheek :  but  tlienr  was  un  uxpivwion  in  bn 
v-ouutenance  of  rapture  sueb  ui  I  have  nrvet 
beheld  on  tJte  face  of  ooy  otJier  buog.  ,  Bet 
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aims  were  crossci]  nn  hrr  boBom,  comproMed 
earnei<Uy  ligninitt  it,  her  eves  were  filM  witli 
tnars,  twr  lips  wi'rc  just  parted,  and  a  delightinl 
tnurmur  cKAped  her  lip.  Then  she  haveM 
herself  passdcmatety,  and  kissed  the  rarth  m 
though  it  had  been  hall<nr«l.  I  knew  not  then 
what  footsteps  had  b^-n  there.  I  knew  not  what 
sl^t  had  left  it*  glory  on  h*r  brow.  1  knew 
not  to  what  spowh  her  !iiw  murmured  a  reply. 

Btit,  boy  &»  I  was,  T  atwultl  as  soon  have  pro- 
faned the  holiest  rite  of  the  church  as  to  have 
intruded  on  the  thoughte  which  spoke  to  nie 
no  other  language  than  that  which  intense  enio> 
tion  addresses  to  sympathy. 

I  drew  my  breath  cautiously.  At  length  the 
biose,  and.  with  a  sad  and  ahnost  forlom  air, 
looked  wistfully  round ;  the  t«ar«  gushed  amnio 
down  her  clioi'ks ;  she  wii>ed  them  from  lier 
eyes,  and  walked  ^lently,  and  almost  sadly,  on- 
wards, I  would  not  approach,  for  1  dftntl  wit 
let  her  know  what  1  had  bpheld.  Yet  I  would 
not  leave  I>omremy  that  (hty  without  speaking 
with  her.  I  took  aootlier  road,  and  si-atcd  my- 
aelf  in  patient  watching  till  she  ithiiuld  rvtum 
to  the  village. 

The  emotions  of  men  are  ofti-n  utterly  dif- 
ferent from   those  they  prepare  to  encounter. 
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How  much  more  to  in  a  bo; !  I  thought  it 
to  easy  to  shake  Jeaimette  frankly  by  the  buid, 
to  speak  to  her  woixis  so  full  of  kindoasa  and 
aS«ction,  that  she  should  not  be  abl«  to  raply 
to  tiiem  cooUyi  U>  wati-h  what  sho  tltoi^btaf 
mo,  ua<l  if  I  found  sucli  u  return  as  I  ouit 
denred,  tiowover  i»dir«ctly  it  might  be  aTowei 
then,  to  Bhaptt  all  the  cJIbrte  of  my  youtli  to> 
word*  Uiv  occoinpliKhnient  of  a  mutual  with. 

Ill  walkiof^  fivRi  Maxffy  to  i)oniivmy  in  tiw 
moiming,  I  had  in  imnginatiain  defied  i1m>  Trrstb 
of  the  Abbot,  and  given  up  my  expeclAtions  fnm 
Ilia  favour  vnth  an  ex^tnjilary  magnanimi^  i  1 ' 
luid  aieuaged  Uie  disappointment  of  my  mothar,  < 
aud  reconciled  her  to  every  thing  I  propoecd. 
I  luiil  <liecorered  a  good  part  of  life  in 
slnrt  walk.  Whiil  womk-r  tluit  our 
hopes  ore  so  strong  wlivn  the  [uctures  t^>y  p»~'. 
seot  art  w  dol%litAil  I 

A  boy  of  lixtmn,  and  a  girl  of  bcCwveo  Uiii>r 
teen  and  fbortMn !    In  tli«  oponing  oSectioM  «|r 
the  boy  there  is  nothing  to  onuBual  a»  in.) 
object  of  thitm ;    it  is  generally  the 
grace  of  ripe  womanhood  tlat  tliey  asphv 
with  a  reverence  of  purv  rhivalry ;  but  tho  sa- 
periority  of  mind,  of  rank,  as  wuU  as  that 
age,  anytJiing  that  subutitutee  rospuct  for 
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bogr's  contempt  for  his  junior^ -will  toiaetiaw 
awaken  tite  same  deTotion.  Jeaunette  was  tJw 
boast  of  the  ocAgbbourhood,  aud  Albert  d«  Ur- 
cliiis,  une  of  it«  must  regsiUed  nubtlity>  hail 
dKlared  that  lie  ihtnild  wisli  a  (Uughtur  of  h» 
own  to  be  nu  otiter  tbao  Jctinn«U«. 

Uy  ^nej,  too^  tti  my  retireatcnt  luid  done  Um: 
work  of  jMn.  I  bolield  her,  diiuig<«d  indeed, 
but  changed  >o  difTvi^ntl}'  from  what  I  bud  pic- 
tured. 1  leaned  agaijist  a  tfee  by  tlie  rMtdwi^, 
by  which  1  knew  »lw  would  entot  the  village, 
aud  when  1  saw  her  approachtug  1  was  em* 
barisned  by  the  idea  whether  she  would  re- 
Tffwn'^"  me,  or  wish  to  recognize  tne,  if  she  did. 
t  kept  recurring,  too,  to  what  1  had  witDceeed. 
I  remembered  the  constant  eptbuawtfin  of  her 
devotion,  tfaM  site  had,  young  aa  she  was,  given 
money  to  tfie  man  whose  charge  it  was  tu  ring 
the  bells  for  the  compUne,  that  he  might  not 
fbcget  his  duty  and  deprive  Iwr  of  tiw  dvlight 
the  felt  to  hearing  it  to  tlic  field*,  for  h^r 
thoughts  were  with  dtote  it  druw  togi^tttc-r;  I 
hod  Eoea  the  devotioits  of  Uw  repentant  and 
the  entiBnced  solitaury,  yet  in  Uiote  wtis  titer*! 
■  nothing  so  beautiful  and  so  etiange.  Bui  my 
exMvdod  my  curiogity  for  Ute  cause. 
Perhaps  I  had  luanwd  in  tlie  muuutery  evfii 
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ihi'n  rB«|iect  fbrsucli  <;ommui)ings.  yrl  I  helwrr 
tllM  th(!  instinct  uf  Umi  \irtux  inttnivu-d  wnuld 
him  be»n  as  tnjr  own  f#e)tti^. 

All  tliifi  1  miglit  hav«  spared  mysrif. 
saw  mo,  Hnil  came  up  lo  mewilh  a  girlish 
nets,  yrt  with  so  nobW  u  solf-powenioi^ 
gentle  a  benevul^nco,  that  another  might  btw 
thought  ho  WM  oddreeeetl  by  a  rustii'  pritiMn ;  I 
saw  in  it  tlw  sublimer  nobility  of  Uk 
who*o  «Sunoin  wcro  rtill  beforo  m«.  Tlw 
uf  the  tmrs  wrK  «till  upon  licr  ch«ekR,  and  iha' 
urxHirthly  light  rtill  ijuivi-red  in  Iter  oye,  and  bfr 
rich  tone  thrilltHl  nw  in  only  spiviking  my  nnmr  \ 
all  I  wixhtid  fur  at  Uii!  moment  wax  thai  *!>• 
sjiould  remove  these  tiaceB  of  enuttioo,  too  neved 
for  other  eyes ;  but  none  else  had  the  samr  key 
to  its  meaning,  and  if  ttiey  had,  all  «>ns3<ler«d 
and  loved  her  yet  as  a  cliih). 

She  asked  me  affectionately  of  my  pursuH*. 
envied  my  life  among  those  wltoM  tires  ytttf 
one  profession  of  holiness. 

"It  shall,  perhaps,  be  mim— 1  hope  — 1 
think/'  she  said;  "I  boliovw— when  utbir 
ttuugs  are  done,  jwrhaps  —  but  1  cannot  laU 
that  yet.  U  it  not  the  true,  ttie  qurat  road  to 
)»radtfte  ?  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  woUi 
in  it  wMue  time." 
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I  listened  with  wonder,  and  tntule  nu  rvply. 
I  had  beheld  a  oommrat  an  the  word*  which, 
joined  to  lh«  exprewion  livr  fnce  now  repeated, 
gvre  th«ffl  the  earue«toett(i  of  a  Ktruggl«  to  clutch 
at  events  to  come.  Then,  ae  if  recollecting 
herself,  "Vou  are  a  Burgundian,"  ihe  said, 
"  or  are  you  turned  indeed  to  peace,  as  you 
should  be,  living  where  you  do  ?  I  ntn  for  Pmncff, 
but  if  I  hud  the  strength,  I  hope  I  should  not 
ftvB  to  harm  any  one—"     Slie  reculW  hers^^lf 

am  a  to«i>  wlii<'h  wumcd  half  imploring,  nud 
MiiiM  gmvuty,  "  i  um  ev«n  friemU  with  yuur 
unole  Couraidiu  iIti  Spinal  now ;  1  umvI  to  bntt- 
himi  but  it  wctA  bei'on'  I  who  UAA  witat  liatt; 
«as)  I  do  not  widi  now  '  tliat  it  may  pletae 
Heaven  hia  hiind  »luHild  be  struik  off,'  and  you 
ore  changed  too?" 

"  1  am  what  1  was,"  I  replie<l,  "tiiou^i  J 
wii^  boo,  there  were  no  nc«d  to  he  of  any  party ; 
but "  iv  iH    ■_!  11  [!:r    -ir!  -ii  iii"' 

''  Ay,  uy,"  she  exelaimed  qokkly,  and  «gain 
came  an  anxiety  almost  ttfiriWe  to  Iwhold  ovor 
lier  round  and  soft  reaturen;  ^11  wi*h  as  y«u 
do,  but  tliere  must  be  two  parties— I  suppose 
— I  feai^-or  else  we  might  all  rest  happily  at 
home,  and  do  nothing  but  loira  our  parent*  ai>d 
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'    She  emlfid  by  a  low  and  eaiHrt 
(cmrence. 

We  wolkal  on  ulenlly  through  the  auMI. 
uid  reacbetl  her  fatiwr*!  coUnge.     Tbeoe  rtng^ ' 
JocqucE   d'Aic  at  the  door.     Me  received  \m 
with  n  wintful  affention,  and  bade  her  ga  i>| 
ah«  winhed  nie  kindlj-  good  luglit,  and  1  tmi 
to  aay  tliat  I  must  eooii  depart,  and  ihca  tJaL 
it  would  perhapa  be  years  before  I  should  m 
her  again ;    but  the  wcHrds  died   away  on  WJ 
tongue,  and  her  &tJteT  told  roe  eamoetly  tballv 
f«ar»l  ihe  lliought  too  much.     ''  Not."  said  IM| 
*'  but  kIic  is  gentler,  and  more   obliging,  uJ 
loving,  uy,  and  ob  hcaltliy  and  active  as  cm  I 
neror  shrinks  fVom  her  tasks,  but  she  looks  ui 
•onwtimes  qieaki  as  1  do  not  quite  u 
One  is  uccu»lomed  alwayx  to  know  better 
a  c)d1d ;  even  my  mo  Jscqueniiii,  ao  much  oldrr 
as  he  n  than  slie,  U  not  heedful  as  I  am,  6am 
not  wen  to  know  m  much  ati  I  do,  as  wliod 
to  expect  it  ?    But  Jmnot^Ue's  tiy<!«  moke  IboU 
«f  us  older  on« :  I  do  not  know  Khy,  but  I 
k»k  at  bar  sometiinM  and  Uiink  of  that  bonput 
of  Dreus." 

Lad  as  I  was,  1  only  expreS9»>d  my  wundn 
in  reply,  without  confirming  his  observatiotM,H 
I  might,  by  my  own.     What  I  so  dimly  guMM^ 
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Deemed  wcred  tg  me  bv  the  awe  of 
fijbjfict.  But  1  was  not  toogu»-tied  to  the 
ItonMt  oountrf DW.  I  ttdd  him  of  my  piut  lift 
my  futur*  ex{)<«tations  at  Tmywi,  ttiat  I 
tauHt  speedily  roturo,  and  purhajn  might  not 
visit  tlu!  valley  again  till  I  bad  taken  the  tou- 
eore.  Thin  I  Mill  in  a  tone  of  oarueat  toa^ 
jricdnt,  aix)  Jaoqw*  wlnutt«?ti  tfiat  a  ]iri«9t's  life 
would  iM>t  be  every  one's  choice ;  but  he  bade 
nw  ooruidor.  and  Iw  prudent,  and  careful,  and, 
above  all,  ob«!di<-nt,  for  none  neglected  tlie  ad- 
vice of  friends  in  their  youth  that  did  not  repent 
it  in  tlieir  age.  Froni  all  which  I  difTered,  and 
rather  petulantly,  wherefore  the  old  labourer 
kindly  bid  me  "  not  be  a  fool,"  and,  with  a 
♦*  good  night,"  by  no  means  ruffled  by  my  im- 
pertinence,  bid  niv  epei-d  liomc  to  Muxcy. 

Tliere  wer«  a  few  days  yet  that  I  might,  ere 

returned  to  tlie  monacteiy,  take  tlw  occasion  of 
coming  over  to  Uoiuremy,  and  1  availed  myself 
of  the  privilege  as  frequently  as  it  occurred,  buti 
flaw  littlemureof  Jnmnette.   Although  h<jr  time 

ir  watching  tlie  herds  and  flocks  lind  expired, 
and  the  charge  of  the  villuge  wealth  was  there- 
fore entrutted  to  another  ot  about  her  own 
ymn,  9)w  hod  found  another  occupation,  which 

:ore  efTratually  kept  her  from  my  conrvnatinn. 
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Siuiouin  ftlusnier,  a  boy  about  a  y«(ir  younger 
thau  herself,  had  fatleti  dan^rously  ill  of  a 
ttiver ;  li«  had  no  moUier  or  stater  to  atteud  uo 
liitn,  aiid  Jvaiitiette  cluinied  the  watch  by  bia 
uck  b«d  as  bcr  right  j  tu>  otu)  wondered  at 
it,  six!  in  tlie  liaml«t,  u  place  wb«re  kindneoa 
iiiaki>a  all  n<>i^bbour«,  gtUl  Us»  would  any  at> 
tempt  lu  prevwn  bor  gmiorouK  seal.  Suub  cliarity 
wa^  a  niaitor  of  euum'!,  aitd  Jimnnvttc  wki  its 
most  aocustomiKl  miniHltant.  Aii  tMunesl  id- 
taresl,  though  difiierii^  us  widuly  from  the  boy- 
ish lovd  witlt  wiiich  1  bud  tfuUKbt  her  ivt  liie 
influenoe  which  l«il  to  vacli  diflW<«d  in  Ihuiii- 
saU-ea,  n)ad«  me  doeiruuit  of  sbBring  Kiinctijiiibt 
in  her  vigiU  ;  but  the  \Mxft  boy  vn»  »u  ill  tlial 
a  wliisper  disturbed  hini,  a  bristh  of  air  iniglit 
bring  death.  .Ieaiuiett«  must  reniaiu  with  him 
always  and  alone.  I  saw  hvr  onuH  hiirriv^y, 
but  as  sIm!  W0nt  from  iiur  cutta^  to  hi»  fatluir's ; 
and  Uio  time  was  come  that  1  mitut  o^n  quit 
the  Valley  of  the  Mouse  for  th«  more  proudly 
noted  banks  of  the  Seine,  i  badn  my  motjter 
ugBin  adieu,  and  repaired  onco  more  to  the  m»> 
nottery  at  Tioy«a. 

1  shall  pass  rapidly  ovor  the  three  jreara  wttich 
1  cpenl  in  this  siwlusiou;  va  li«me«l  indeed, 
voiqtaittly,  ewnt»  tiiat  tuna  piarl  of  tiw  histur>- 
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of  oar  country,  but  all  tendiDg,  almoat  mthout 
[IvcbRck,  to  the  downfall  of  the  Dauphin's  partjr. 
\nt  oiinc  thi?  bnltlf  of  Crevant,  where  Suffolk, 
with  the  Mftnbal  dw  Toulongpon  and  ti*e  Count 
de  IJgny.IiOxembourg,  led  the  English  and 
Jianit  to  the  <.k'fi>at  of  Jolin  Stuart, 
llle  of  ScuUaiid,  wIh)  vomrnandcd  the 
French  fotw4  j  the  next  year^  wc  heard  of  that 
of  Vemouil,  gained  by  the  Kegeiit  Bedford  in 
oD,  assisted  by  those  renowned  genemls, 
sbury,  Warwick,  and  Saffolk,  over  another 
Sootcb  leader,  tlien  Constable  of  I'nuifie,  the 
Earl  of  Uuchan.  Nothing  for  a  moment  stayed 
the  progress  of  conqule8^  but  the  disseftuons  of 
the  Hnglieh  themselves.'*'   *'■' 

The  DtUce  of  Gloucester's  quarrel  witli  the 
Duke  «)f  Burgundy,  on  account  of  the  rights 
claimed  by  the  former  as  the  husband  of  .Jac- 
queline of  Hainault,  embarrassed  the  proteed- 
ings  of  the  conquerara,  until  ev«n  u  lator  period, 
1427,  when  tlie  marriage  wiw  declared  void  by 
llw  Pup ;  but  Uw!  more  Uian  equal  diswmionti 
ill  tlw  ix>urt  of  tiie  Dauphin  (Charles  prevented 
any  advantage  being  taken  of  so  favouniblc  a  cir- 
ctunstam-B  as  the  quarrel  of  the  protector  of 
Cogliutd  with  tlK  chief  vassal  aiMi  ally  of  that 
crown  to  PnuKc.     Had  it  not  been  for  the  mur. 
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dar  of  hit)  raUi«r  in  Ui<>  Dauphin's  nght,  Phi]ip 
of  Buiguiidy  would  dout>Ue«  then  havo  throvni 
off  tbe  foreign  doininatiun  ]  but  titis  was  a  ntf^ 
of  the  iU-fortuse  of  Cbaries.  ^B^ 

In  hU  houselwld  we  )i«ard  of  favourite  succeM^ 
ing  to  fevourit«,  as  each  was  sacrificed  by  his  in- 
dig»ntit  uobilitjr.  RichemODt,«on«tiibl»  of  France, 
who  brought  for  a  short  tiine  tlie  BUDrotir  of 
hb  brottu'r'R  doohy  uf  Brittany  to  Uti>  Prvnch 
cause,  oegMciated  for  Uw  banishment  of  Tanne-^ 
guyduChitel,  who  voluntarily  retired  fortliei 
of  his  sovereign ;  but  his  successor  Louret, 
OMvried  his  daughter  to  the  boy  John,  Bastaid^ 
of  Orleans,  was  drivon  from  his  eovcrwign's  pt»- 
sence  by  force,  and  the  defeat  at  8t.  James's  tie 
BenvrOD,  incurred  by  Uio  inability  of  the  tMXt 
minigt^r  Giac,  cost  him  bio  life  at  tlto  iiands  of 
tbe  indignant  constable,  though  tte  pennilted 
his  deatit  to  he  ptronounce<l  vitii  th«  forma  of 
jostiee.  The  Cnmus  de  BeeuUeu  vroa  inoi* 
sammarily  disposed  of;  Itis  i«^n  laiitt-d  but  fora 
finv  montlw,  and  was  «nd«d  by  uuu«^naljnn. 
^^hc  King,  in  th«  dvl*nc«  of  hi«  favourites, ' 
driven  froiuptaco  to  plncv  by  bis  ownaJWrwRta) 
till  Kt  Inigth  ho  rMoived  from  the  Knglisli  portj 
tin  nlckmnH)  of  tlto  King  of  Bourges,  that  bdng  ' 
almuti  tlM>  only  dty  over  wlucb  ho  pue8e9!>«(l  any 
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purkonal  control.  Tbera,  af^r  thv  daaih  «( 
CoRius,  Rioliemorit  liiniMlf  appoinU^  luin  » 
nmisKr,  wbora  Ik  Uiouglit  leu  likt-ly  to  bt- 
tiay  tlu!  iuterests  of  his  country ;  but  Chariet 
w(uni«l  tfae  constable  of  Jim  error,  when  he 
Haccepteil  at  bit  lianiis  tlic  «crvico»  of  la  Tre> 
^Hioouille.  Vouii^  and  ever  gentle  in  diapoaition, 
I  Cbarlea  grew  attaic)i«d  to  biin,  whonn  hii>  xa^fa- 
I  taty  toM  bim  be  ougbt  not  to  Lruat,  und  suSvred 
^_  bin)  to  complete  the  work  of  lii«  prudt^Mawn  by 
^^ftlieQatiiig  Kiclieuiotit  tiiiimtlf  ffxim  the  caute. 

t>ucb  new»  crvttt«<i  no  diwunUtnt  in  Uiv  mind 
of  a  BiuguodJaD.  iu  tiie  wealthy  city  of  Troyes 
we  enjoyed  luxiuioux  security,  protected  in  our 
BUperfluides  evrai  from  the  exactions  of  our  own 
govemroent  by  the  privileges  of  the  cburcb.  la 
the  career  wtiich  opened  to  me  was  ranch  to 
tempt  my  itmbition.  Witg  it  poseible  that,  by 
assuming  tbe  cowl,  ]  sbould  succvcd  to  the  Ab- 
faac;,  I  miglit  «v«n  indulge  the  tiope  of  martial 
honmin  at  tltc  head  of  the  \'assal8  of  tbe  munas- 
tery,  and  for  «ucb  a  aucceiision  my  graiidfatJier 
appoaivd  to  be  prepariog  tlie  way  with  great 
eautioOf  hut  with  indefatigable  zeaL  He  eri- 
dently  looked  on  me  with  favour  and  int^resA, 
and  not  unfre<juenUy  eeot  presents  to  my  mother 
for  my  sake.     Nor  was  tiierc  anythiitg  so  ascetic 
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in  ihe   lives    of  tbe   bretbrvn,   n*  to    'l«t*r  • 
j-oimg  man  from  embracing  the  mxae  Cftn-er. 

Perhaps  tile  only  conciileTatton  which  mitle  a 
Etniggle  in  my  determination,  was  ■  f«elin^  (if 
early  vatucKnco,  which  poiutad  out  to  dw  tlw 
hearth  of  a  virtuous  family,  m  KNtMahing  nun 
nrwi  Mxl  Hilie  to  tlio  heurt  tiitut  the  Ikmrr 
whidi,  deoenUy  dit^guiwd,  was  still  pi^rccptiblp 
around  nte.  And  into  Iheto  |iiclurv«  autui  huk 
Jiiani»ett«,  aoircely  iii  Iter  i)v,*ii  form  ;  it  wv  tlw 
fj^neial  instiiK't  of  love  framiiiff  for  iliolf,  in  k 
name,  that  which  ita  jioaunaor  might  btoaam. 
When  I  had  been  near  Iter,  1  hail  loved  lun*  hm, 
and  reepei-ted  her  raare.  I'rabably  at  that  tiiM 
any  other  woman  that  would  have  ^vtm  mo 
axcuM  to  believe  that  my  imagtnatiou  w«t 
nielited,  would  Imve  obliterated  her  froo)  nf , 
vivionB.  How  etnuigdy  different  tiieo  hml  m; 
life  iMan  ! 

At  the  age  of  nitifttn-n,  {>rud«nci-.  advtw,  i 
geoeral  opinion  of  those  round  me,  and  tiie 
viable  prospects  wltkh  appeared  before  imt,  hwl 
d«t«rmini^l  nie  to  Mit«r  on  my  novi<T)at«,  whvi 
an  event  rhangod  all  my  view*.     Tho  Abbiit  d: 
after  an  illntwt  of  a  fi>w  <lnyi.     A  vary  tnw  hourt 
served  to  teavh  me  the  U-Muii,  whieh,  in<lM(l,«n 
•uun  becomes  trite  to  all.     Witli   my 
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Bptfi,  all  my  popularitr  and  nil  my  hopes  ex- 
red.  Tli«  btxrtherliood  behaved  raepectfuUj 
to  the  corpse,  Iwcausti  it»  I'Drumonial  intennvnt 
was  a  {lart  of  tlwir  syotem ;  but  ilw  living  repre- 
KRtaUvu  WHS  now  noly  regarded  as  n  scandal  to 
be  frol  rid  of  as  soon  as  pos^ble. 

The  lK-«irty  indigtmtinn  nf  yciutli  M>rred  nie  at 
.ooce  to  repel  tlieir  negleGt,  and  to  console  my- 
self. I  shed  some  unfpitrnud  ti^nn  over  him  who 
had  eufiered  his  natural  affection  to  overn-eigh 
the  discretion  ot'  his  order ;  and  I  prepared,  as 
sooD  oe  his  obsequies  were  perfomied,  to  depart 
witii  what  he  ttad  iti  his  hf«tirae  betitowed  on 
me.  The  brethren,  who  knew  that  euch  gifts 
would  no  longer  be  etnplojred  to  conciliate  them- 
seive*,  now  strictly  enforced  against  the  Abbot's 
apj)rupriations  the  principle,  that  a  monk  has 
DO  private  property,  and  made  a  merit  of  sparing 
me  a  very  ^mall  part  of  what  lliey  conliscateil  ax 
due  to  tlicir  comaiiinity.  Their  deciiiion  was 
doubtleu oanoiucal, but  1  tbonglit  itvetj  liardat 

tlie  time.  i     ■ 

,  I  ,To  remain  in  this  or  any  other  commmiit}-  of 
tlte  sort  had  lo4t  uU  its  charm  :  nothing  remained 
lu  me,  hut  to  return  to  my  mother  at  Maxey, 
and  I  was  heartily  tltankful  that  I  was  still  at 
liberty  to  do  so  with  the  right  of  a  future  choice 
of  Ufe  qtiite  unimpaired. 
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It  wu  strange  to  n-inliabit  our  humbl*  «ofr> 
tag^  aAer  boing  accustomed  to  th«  cliapels  i 
refectories  at  I'royee,  and  to  return  to  th»  i 
pie  viands  and  humble  liquom,  which  had 
\oag  been  eubstitutod  by  dolicaciiM,  fluch 
even  among  tliu  priesthood  could  «utiin)atKt{ 
was  stren^r  still,  to  look  forvi'urd  to  Isbrntr  u  t 
necessary  n«ourcc  for  cooituitljr  eiiMiruig  ' 
after  the  dream  of  luxuriotw  rul«  wliioh  had  I 
so  studiously  conjun^l  up  for  tiiv.    But  tbe  i 
to  home,  after  thtve  years  of  a  sophtfticatad  I 
the  affection  of  a  motiier  not  suen  for  nicb  a  1 
native    thing»,   liowevwr  they  went  to  dti 
when   it  is  really    ourselvM  that  arc 
bring   their  own  reinvigoration  to  tb« 
fnune. 

I  did  not  now  »o  anxiously  seek  Domr 
for  1  felt  that  at  home  all  was  more  rustic 
I  had  remembered  it  to  be,  but  Conmnlis 
Spinal  came  over  lo  greet  me  on  my  return ;  i 
among  the  little  tint  is  to  be  told  of  a 
no  wonder  that  he  s]M)ke  of  Jeannctte. 
dwelt  oD  her  goodness,  for  that  wa»  rer 
•van  uaong  tiiose  people  who  were  tl 
ttiuudfiihly  good;  he  dweh  rather  on  thei 
of  bw  baan^  Uian  on  her  perscm  itedf,  UtI 
me  how  the  tad  she  Imd  watched   in  uoknMa 
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had  grovrtt  up  to  regard  his  nurse ;  ftnd  how  Jeao 
WaJtrin,  a  j-oulh  of  about  hw  own  age,  seemed 
to  exhibit  Bonw  avrltwitnl  symptoiiM  of  rustic 
jealoDS]-,  but  that  be  tliouglit  tli«re  was  little 
cfaance  for  either  ;  she  iieemed,  except  in  general 
khidnen,  to  disregard  both — perhaps,  and  then 
be  looked  ut  me,  there  might  hare  been  antv 
tfaer,  but  to  Iw  euro  she  was  then  very  TouDg.  He 
went  on  moreorer  to  say,  that  although  releasnd 
by  her  ripening  yeara  from  the  tending  of  Bocks, 
and  inoro  ordinarily  employed  in  household 
datiM  with  her  motlm,  yet  tliat  there  was  not 
one  of  her  father's  horsvs  but  knew  hor  lutd 
came  to  her  band ;  and  that,  after  all,  tht.'  might 
think  mtin^  of  thi*.ni  tlian  her  lovers,  for  that  riw 
rode  them  as  steadily,  and  managed  them  tM 
i-a--<ily,  as  though  siie  were  an  aninxl  knight, 
witidi  was  wonderful  courage  in  a  girt,  seeing 
that  ^vy  wore  of  the  inoM  niolttesome  bread  in 
tlte  valley.  Somo  (oo  had  seen  her  use  a  heavy 
mace  in  manner  of  a  sword,  so  swiftly  and  ekil- 
fully  that  they  declared  they  should  not  love  to 
encounterherwithBUcha  weapon,  Vet, after al)^ 
she  was  meek,  gentle,  obedient,  and  strangely 
devout ;  for  Jean  Waltrin  had  seen  her  on  her 
knees  often  in  tite  fields,  and  once  came  away 
terrified,  for  it  fieemcd  to  lura  aa  though  she  were 
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talking  with  one — and  here  Cumraidin 
hinuolf,  und  vras  siWnt  for  some  limu. 

This  laet  uUusioR  complctoly  abu«)i(Kl  the  i 
of  i(up«riority  1  was  prcpitrad  to  givr 
after  thr«c  yeans'  residenoe  in    a  city,      I 
that  if  I  ought  to  dishelteve  now,  I  mwx 
been  very  weak  some  time  ago,  and  1  deb 
RiintHl,  at  such  a  timfl  its  should  show  my  i 
coolness  and  U-Uurc,  to  rri^ir  a^in  to  Donir 
and  at  leaid  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  tivshi 
reports,   which,   coupled    with    what  I 
might  properly  excite  curiosity,  and  flVMi  in 
terMt,  in  one  who  was  more  than  ninetMn  yrm 
of  age,  and  had  for   ttin«  years   nte  at  tb 
board  of  a  mitred  abbot. 
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her  bMttty,  tiw  grace  of  hor  notttre  and  of  hm- 
■■IliMJiiii,  tb*  oarBMt  truth  of  her  occupstioa, 
aftwJ  DO  tnwa  of  offendiog  nutici^  to  him  who 
mmo  to  diBoorer  it.  Tlwn  were  notliin||;  but 
pietj'  and  nreetaoB  of  thought  tmconniotMly 
iiHiiiiiiiil  I  was  bmnbled  again  by  th«  eame 
waiitJBW  Boperiority,  the  same  evident  diere. 
fpnl  of  self,  which  l«ft  no  waakneOT  to  low^r  its 
fomemor.  I  wntdiud  the  glow  of  devotion 
ligbtiog  up  b»r  wy,  and  flashing  her  ebsek,  as 
tiat  Mrviea  praooeded,  and  which  aemiad,  fbr 
Ifat  tbm,  utterly  to  baaish  lii^  inelancbolj  witii 
wfaidi  aba  at  firat  had  been  oppreosed. 

Aa  aoen  as  aU  was  over,  1  left  the  chapel,  and 
plarsH  nys^f  io  ber  path.  A  young  num.  able 
iMMMitly  to  peraoade  himself  that  his  mson 
sboulil  approve  his  more  liiQcifut  admiration,  is 
not  long  in  yielding  to  ht«  impulses.  Wliy 
qmelioa  bow  &r  i  was  possessed  by  the  rrnewaJ 
itf  old  feelings,  or  tbu  aisankm  (^  new  ones  'f 
Th?  realixation  of  my  hopes,  or  mtber  of  my 
wialwe,  was  tlwre ;  the  Jeanin'tti)  of  my  own 
dceanw,  in  whkh  1  liad  ooverventured  to  bebeve, 
wa*  before  nt. 

Ah;  Iww  lovi;ly  did  Hw  now  half  ghl,  half 
woman,  appear,  as  she  left  thtt  little  porch  of 
the  dupH  !  The  basltful,  togeauottl  delight  still 
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uica  before,  yet  it  almost  Kurprisod  on  DOiri 
did  not  K>  much  feel  tlint  iitc  alwaj^  had 
but  tlmt  Ak  wot  became,  very  baoutifuL 
height  was  now  tall,  to  the  vei^  of  beii^ 
maskable ;  but  tlie  roundnese  of  her  form 
its  delicacy  of  proportion  made   her  nif 
height  a  grac«.     The  countenance  was  still 
some  in  feature,  only  eomevhat  mote  : 
to  womanhood,  retaining  still  all  that 
and  siniplcin  her  childlike  exprvesion.aad 
delicate  etill  in  the  fbrm  of  her  featurns,  and  ' 
perfect  oval  in  which  tbey  wars  Mt.    Har  i 
cheftnut  hair,  in  the  •offlbre  nook  in  which 
knelt,  Aeemed  almost  black,  as  did  her  full,  I 
blue  Byes,   shaded   richly  by  the  lashes; 
cheek,  though  a  little  pakr,  rtill  n-tiiined  a  I 
ofprfbct  health,  and  her  nnall  round 
borv  tis  pure  a  cnmson  as  ever. 

Of  couree  no  one  oould  >mrc  upoken  to  htri 
such  a  time.    I  cv«n  avoided  tlic  rhnncv  of  I 
seeing  me,   respecting  the   sorrow    which 
countenance   indicated,  scarcely  le«  thM ' 
occtrion   itself.     But  tliouglt  her   garb 
poor,   decent  only  fnim  its  cleannMi; 
the  sun  and  air  lind  bronxed  hw  eomf 
and  her  actions,  wlien  »be  changed  her  poaNf 
were  quick  and  regardless  of  ceremonial  nic 
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IwrbMUty,  the  gracv  of  licr  nfttura  and  of  her 
•atpmtion,  the  earnest  truth  of  her  occupotioa, 
4iflered  tto  Umw  of  ofTgnditig  rusticity  to  him  who 
to  dinxnwr  it.  Theru  were  nothing  but 
paetf  and  nr«etni»s  of  thought  iiaoan«iouRly 

prened.  [  was  humbled  ^gain  by  the  same 
'■(en>tle»  saperiority,  the  same  erident  dierp- 
gard  of  self,  which  left  no  weakness  to  tower  ila 
If.  I  watched  tJie  glow  of  devotion 
lightuig  up  her  eye,  and  fiaching  her  cheek,  as 
tiie  seirioo  prociMidcd,  and  which  seemed,  for 
the  time,  utterly  to  banuh  Hue  melancholy  with 
whieti  ihe  at  first  iiad  been  opiinvmol. 

As  aoonas  all  was  over,  I  left  tlie  clta[)«l,  ai>d 
|riac«d  myself  in  Iter  path.  A  yomig  man,  able 
^■uluDestiy  to  persuade  himaelf  that  bis  reason 
thouM  ap])rove  his  more  fanciful  admiration,  is 
not  long  in  yielding  to  his  impulses.  Why- 
question  bow  &r  I  was  poeeessed  bytbe  renewal 
of  old  feelit^  or  the  admiseion  of  new  ones  i' 
The  realization  of  my  liopes,  or  mthor  of  ray 
wishes,  was  tlwre ;  the  Jeannelte  of  my  own 
dreams,  in  which  I  liod  nerer  ventured  to  betieve, 
waa  before  me. 

Ah!  how  lovely  did  the  now  half  girl,  half 
woman,  appear,  as  she  left  the  little  porch  of 
tbe  chapel !  Tlie  bashful,  ingenuous  deUght  still 
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revirU   in   my  veins  with   which  I  bdinld 
«irpn»e,  her  half  recugnitioo,  and  then 
her  c<Hdial  greeting.    She  asked  me  qii 
after  question  with  uaspanng  curiosify ;  of  i 
place  where  I  had  been,  o(  my  occupatioo, 
the  manners  uf  the  large  town,  of  the  En^MbJ 
liod  •oen,  of  wlrnt  Frenchman  tliought 
tlwm,  whether  thej   were  really  stronger 
braver   than  ourselves,   if  1  were  still  of 
faction,  scarcely  waiting  for  my  replies  ere  i 
new  and  eager  quen,*  called  for  an  aaswer. 
the  midst  of  this   animation,  her  count 
sank,  for  we  wcrencitr  the  end  of  our  short ' 
to  the  village ;  site  beranw  silent  and  thoughtfn 
and  hurried  tlirough    tlie  iiittin;|;-room  of 
cottage  to  her  own  small   <:ttai»b«>r  whicfa 
joined  it. 

Isabel,  who  vae  alun«  within,  did  not 
uize  roe  so  soon  as  her  daughter ;  my  dnws  «■< 
better  than  it  used  to  be ;  possibly  my  maniwn 
were  more  courtly ;  ^lie  receivi-d  m«  erett  with 
diffidence.  I  did  not  sufier  litis  long  to  remain, 
though  I  mu  not  (orry  to  witnwa  the  rffivt 
yeant  had  productnl.  I  named  mywlf,  antl  n- 
oeived  a  heartier  wehnme. 

There  an  no  ntcreu  among  tboMt  wW  han 
lived  from  hirtli  in  the  sonM-  rustic  neagbboor- 
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hood.    Itabe)  soon  confided  to  mo  the  cauM  of 
her  child's  eadnes?. 

"  I  tun  qiiittf  nt  a  lo«s  what  to  do,"  said  the 
mother ;  "  she  toves  us  and  obeys  us  olmort  be- 
fore w«  cctn  speak ;  tre  see  nothing  to  reprove  M 
h»'r,  and  y*-!  we  hear  thinfjpi  th«t  afflict  oor 
faearta,  and  wliit^h  Jeannc-tu-  honplf  will  not 
(knv.  I  have  kept  her  fiither  from  apeakitig  to 
her,  for  lie  would  be  rough  and  passionate,  and 
that  she  could  not  bear ;  she  suffers  already,  as 
one   may  see;  you   liare  noticed  it,  have  vuu 

\tiotr- 

I  admitted  that  she  was  grown  more  serious 
than  wlwn  1  hud  U-ft  them  :  "  but  that,"  I  added. 
"  may  \*e  expected  from  her  age,  and  a  habit  of 
devotion,  such  aa  her's,  growing  with  her  years," 

"  Devotion  I"  reiterated  Isabel,  and  seemed 
to  consider  for  awhile.  "  Ay,  it  is  that  which  I 
fear  to  disturb,  or  to  question.  Surely  we  ought 
to  be  thankful  that  she  is  pious ;  and  that  her 
is  true,  Master  Gmllaume  Froiit<%  our 
EeOKte,  assures  us.  '  Does  it  not  appt^'ar  in  hor 
conduct  ?'  he  asks,  and  tells  us  (hat,  if  he  miglit 
krsvaal  her  confessions,  we  should  hear  notiiing 
but  what  would  rejoice  ua.  He  is  a  good  man, 
end  we  ought  to  Bud  much  comfort  in  his  say- 
ings— but — "  site  looked   anxiously  round,  ns 
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fvaiAil    that  Jewin«tto    might   oreriieur 
an<t  Uieii  spokR  a)mo«it  in  ii  wliisjwr^"  ItavH  ] 
not   Kettnl   of  the   prophecy,  '  Uiat  a 
should  cani«  from  the  Forfrt  CltAnu,  who  i 
«avo  rrance?"     She  does  not  deny  that  slir  I 
lievM  in  thi* ;  sliv  t)<Mn  not  cren  r&y  that 
may  not  hts  the  pi'n«n  it  irn^anr ;  1  ilorrd 
prvM  her  furtlutr,  il  twinttl  somuch  to  dii 
her ;  and  1  (ennui  vnyveM  to  Itoar  more  of 
tnith." 

"  And   what   if   all    were    true,"  I    uk 
"  would  not  her  lot  be  an  enviable  one?" 
"  No,  no !  do  not  say  it  j  do  not  ntf 
in  mercy/'  said  Isabd :  "  when  have  wyl 
littTo  ev«»  succeeded  in  doing  tliese  tiling*  St 
happily,  and  ended  their  days  in  pence?" 
"  Their  hijttofy  does  not  end  herv,"  1 
for  I   waa  well    read  in    legendh  of  ftith 
IterMsm  ;  "  it«  la§t  page  is  one  uf  a  happiuMs  < 
cannot  fathom,   and  on  that  page  etenutf' 
written  for  the  catastrophe." 

"  But  what  IB  to  become  of  us  ?"  aclwd 
mother  with  a  Kib,  "  eren  if  I  pould  bear  itfi 
I  were  quitit  sure  of  the  tnith,  h«r  fatiwr  ■^— " 
Shi>  puudxl  with  emotion.  I  waited  Ittt  tb( 
rlio«c  to  resume,  "  He  has  heard  of  wliat  dt* 
henolf  luu  said  to  othera ;  we  hare  obaarml  \m 
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ourselvos  ;  I  have  questioned  lii^r  w  I  bold  you } 
there  seems  a  sunii'Uiiiig  cmi  Iior  niin<l  to  be 
doDO,  wlik-li  »1k'  only  rt-vwiU  by  liinU  lo  a  fi'w ; 
Rut  to  us  who  should  knoir  all.  Some  IiaveMiea 
rjur  stmagcly  empluyod  for  a  girl,  earnestly 
pcactudng,  a»  though  «ti«  were  wielding  weapons. 
Ob,  Jacques  Alain  !  we  fear  that  »he  will  leave 
us  some  day  with  the  soldiery  '.  What  could  that 
be,  but  to  die  miserably  at  thi>  be^t  V  ^^'e  should 
^liave  to  pniy  earnestly  to  guard  her  froin  a 
filte !"  Isabel  wept  aloud. 
I  vuntureil  lo  console  her.  "  Look  at  the 
iture  ftfoi  tlie  i)u«t,"  1  said,  "  all  that  she  ha« 
b  good ;  and  if  it  be  ordained  that  her 
Duld  uiMlergD  some  vxlruordinary  change, 
yoB  may  believe  that  slie  will  not  diigracv  hor 
parents." 

'*  Not  willingly,  I  ani  sure,"  replied  the  mother 
fervently ;  "  but  her  foUier'sgiief  and  mine,  and 
her  bnithers'  and  sister's !  When  her  fatlier 
beard  of  it,  I  tliought  the  words  would  hara 
lirtven  him  mad  !  '  I  would  rather  that  you 
should  drown  her,'  he  said  to  Jacquemin,  and 
the  otlHT  huh ;  '  I  would  order  you  to  do  it, 
and  if  yoJi  refu^nl,  1  would  drown  her  wilh  my 
own  hands,  ibUm>i  than  slic  slwuld  leave  m  so.' 
I  did  ttut  let  liim  spvak  to  her,  but  I  told  her 
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tii^-xtlf,  and  !>li<>  made  iio  reply,  but  wiUi  her 
Hobs  and  tears,  wlien,  if  wn  bad  itotiiitig  to  fear, 
it  would^have  been  so  easy  to  say  tbe  word  that 
would  liave  made  us  all  happy  ]  it  would  han 
been  so  easy  and  bo  kind  to  say  that  shv  would 
never  lea>-e  ua.  I  dared  not  tell  her  futJier  id] 
I  begged  sW  wouUl  bft  siii>-nt  about  it  witli  hii 
and  I  proiiiisMl  him  thut  ul)  nbould  be  woll  | 
scntly,  M')t<-i)  *\u'  had  reR*H-t«d, and  I  bad  a 
to  Father  Guillautne  ;  but  I  fear — I  fear — 

We  were  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  Jacq 
d'Arc  and  two  of  his  sons,  Jacquemin  and  J 
Pierre,  I  was  told,  was  in  attviKlance  oa 
Seigneur  of  Duiuremy.  t)io  luid  of  Bourii 
who,  pWasml  with  his  quicknuw  And  hit 
bad  promited  him,  wbnn  old  enough,  an  bui 
able  service  uinong  bi»  ineu>at-aniu,  for  whii 
ill  the  mean  tirar,  he  was  fitting  biniself.  In  a 
houKo  where  all  were  welcome,  my  presence  wu 
joyfully  hailed  as  that  of  an  old  Bctjiiaintanw. 
•Jaciiues  d'Arc  seemed  to  find  plcmturo,  as 
as  relief,  in  questioning  me,  and  a)]  Itsteiiod 
tlie  etory  of  my  fortunvi!  with  »)-n)]inthy,  Mil 
concluded  by  congnttulatiiig  themtvlvrs  that  1 
liod  come  back  among  them ;  and  Uiat  tbom 
should  be  a  learned  clerk  who  would  not  ditdaia 
tlie  office  of  a  cultivator.     I  had  much  to  wU 
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th&t  was  new  to  tiiem ;  aiid  thejr  ap]>eared  proud 
of  tlieir  gwdsX,  as  well  a$  gltul  to  ivooive  him. 

Jeannette  had  stolen  in  «l«ntljr  among  the 
listeners,  taking,  what  appeared  to  them,  aii  un- 
usual interest  in  what  1  related,  yet  bending 
moM  of  her  cunccm  mi  her  futhcr,  wliora,  by 
every  attention,  itlie  strove  to  win  to  a  kindness 
of  manner,  vrhklt  tho  good-natured  ■Iac(|ueB 
could  mit  long  refuKO,  but  which  1m^  paid  gmvely 
and  sadly.  However,  it  was  kindness ;  and 
Jeannette  sate  by  htm,  and  belil  his  rough  hand 
ia  her's,  as  after  a  slight  repa^tt  the  couversatiou 
wrat  on.  I  looked  at  Isabel,  and  1  saw  that, 
although  not  quite  ratieSed,  she  was  compara- 
tively liappy.  Willi  the  rest  the  evening  sped 
tD  UDining]i.-<l  gaiety. 

**  If  you  are  nut  too  great  and  too  learned  for 
tu,"  nid  Jacques  at  parting,  "  and  now,  you 

low,  you  ar«  eomv  to  live  among  such  as  we, 

alk  over  to  us  when  you  have  leisure ;  you  will 
be  taking  your  lands  into  your  own  hands  now, 
aa  a  labourer  ought,  and  perhaps  we  can  tell 
you,  here  and  there,  BoraeUiing  that  may  be 
worth  your  attending  to  about  tliat,  and,  if  we 
can't,  why  we  have  hands,  at  all  events,  tliat  are 
more  used  to  work  than  your's,  and  when  you 
need   us,   perlmps   we  can  spare   a  little  time ; 
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jrou  may  do  tli«  flun«  bj:  m  in  return,  m  ni  la 
make  it  no  favour ;  so  come  to  us  wlienewr  yea 
choose,  and  we  will  be  good  oeighbours." 

"  Ay,"  said  Jacqueinin,  "don't  spojv  tit| 
they  Bay  here  that  I  cuu  do  work  eaough  fiv 
two ;  so  as  I  have  more  Utun  my  own  •lutn  I 
ought  to  do  «om»thing  for  tumcbody  else. 

My  iinci«nt  I'ncmy  embraced  mo  itiof  t  wa 
ut  purling ;  for  Petit  JcftD  and  I  were  no 
rival*  in  combat.  Cutharine  too,  grown 
in  site  and  years  to  what  Jeannette  had 
wlieii  1  leA  her,  tliough  still  witJt  thv 
dtfrer«nce9  which  had  characterized  them,  guntl; 
added  her  good  wishes  for  soeing  me  a^^lilt 
to  her  mother's  parting  words,  and  even  Jma- 
nette  smiled  ou  my  replying  proraiae. 

Never  sbce  I  hod  returned  to  the  vaUfy  ^ 
the  Meust!  Itad  I  felt  so  contented  with  aj 
hUUo.  ]  walked  home  light  in  spirits,  coimdif 
un  tlie  resounds  which  even  these  humble  oSe* 
of  frleodsliip  afiimUxl  me,  and  accepting  Ibi-o 
as  evidences  of  a  good  will,  about  whii-h  I  coup 
not  help  caring.  1  rejoic^  my  ntoUii^V  Iwar' 
by  my  dieerful  determination  to  treed  in  the 
steps  of  my  forefatliers ;  and  alie  foi^got  her  Cur- 
mer  ambition  for  me,  and  its  disappointment  io 
Iha  alacri^  with  which  I  greeted  luy  new  pre 
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^wcto.    AstHxwasI  could  fmae  mj  intentions, 
1  turned  rtiirdily  to  labour  mjteXt;  and  though, 
at  fint,  my  HnpnKtisHl  strengtli  could  do  liMe, 
I  was  enabled  lu  aOurd  out  of  tny  patrimony  tlie 
means  of  paying  bllii'n  wlio  could  work  bi-tter, 
and  what  I  had  brought  from  Troy»,  though  of 
little  account  thon;,  was  a  store  of  wenlth  wlmiv 
riches  were  alnioai  ittmngori.     And,  as  week  by 
week,  and  aflerwardit,  almost  every  otlter  ilay,  1 
repaired  toDomreniy,  I  found  an  unceasing  motive 
for  toil ;  one  tliat  gave  nte  delight  in  euduiing  it. 
The  fovour  with  wliich  Jacques  d'  Arc  and  hi« 
wife  bad  received  me  evidently  increased.  raUior 
than  diminislted ;  and,  from  a  cause  that  gni- 
tiSed  my  heart  sttU    more    than  my  vanity, 
JeannettQ  attended  to  my  dvscriptioas  of  Ute 
little  tract  I  liad   visiti^sl,  and  ita  inhabitants, 
which,  to  the  simple  nxtnilwre  of  the  family, 
wore  w  imjMrtatit  us  if  I  had  compassed  tbe  pil- 
grimage of  Palisnine,  or  wandered  among  tlie 
infidels  of  Poland. 

I  traced,  tliroughout  her  curiosity,  and  so 
sometimes,  as  I  thought,  did  Isabel,  one  constant 
reference  of  purpO!«e  in  all  her  inquiries ;  but 
Jacques  ouly  saw  that  she  was  interrated,  and, 
be  hoped,  forgetting  tbe  very  design  for  which 
she  was  amassing  fn>«li  materials. 
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Young  as  I  wm,  and  daily  more  deUgtit 
with  hi>r  [)n"-s«'nci?,  I  cannot  wonder  that  I 
fcred  my  wi»hc«  to  (iron-onie  my  cooler  conric* 
ttons,  and  that  I  bolic-vcd  Jcanni'lte  might,  with 
no  grrot  difftculty.  In?  led  from  listening  to  my 
speech,  to  eympatliiiting  wiUi  the  KpoaktM'. 

After  a  much  longer  hesitation  tlian  I  at 
contemplated ;  for  a  sincere  aSection,  and 
niini>  liad  in  ew-ry  M>n>M>  become.  mtM  ila  < 
qualitius  despairingly  low,  in  comparison ' 
thow  of  iu  object,  I  took  the  advantags 
Isabel's  pnuM«  of  her  daughter,  which,  de 
of  her  apprehendons,  were  not  unusually  uj: 
lier  lips,  to  reply  lo  tliem  with  a  warmth  wbii 
might  suffer  my  own  feelings  to  appear. 
perceived  them  with  womanly  instinct,  and  n* 
plinl  to  them  with  tnntronly  tenderness.  81»e  pio- 
miaed,  on  bia  coming  honu>,  to  apeak  to  Jao^tu* 
of  the  avowal  which,  in  coocloeion,  I  bad  fer- 
vently reiterated,  for.  once  made  without  reproof, 
it  was  a  declaration  in  which  I  gloried. 

As  sotHi  as  he  saw  m<  the  ni>xt  day.  (and  b 
wM  early  morning  ttuit  I  MUght  him  in  Mi 
lii^ld)  I  found  bis  answer  in  his  conduct :  1« 
prvKWHl  me  wannly  lo  bis  heart,  told  me  Iw 
ho]>efl  tltnt  I  should  b^  the  man  to  tava  hm 
daughter's  good  name  and  p<nic«  of  mind,  called 
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ne,  again  aod  a^^aia,  his  dear  sod  that  he  was 
proud  of,  Bud  would  Jiave  led  me  at  otice  to 
Jvannvtlc,  with  an  injunction  of  parental  autho* 
rily,  to  w^iept  mu  us  sood  a»  should  he  fitting, 
bud  I  iwt  myself  interposed,  and  endeuvourcd  tu 
shew  liim  that,  by  tu;ting  Uh>  prvcipilatvly,  we 
niiglit  1o«c  nil  that  time  and  pumiiuion  might 
mofe  safely  bring  to  u». 

"What  more  could  she  have  or  wish  for?" 
tufced  the  iinputirnt  father ;  "  tlie  richest  young 
aUQ  of  our  neighbourhood ;  and  suppose  that 
goes  for  nothing  witli  a  young  girl ;  the  women 
■ay  you  are  good-louking,  Uiough  we  men  can't 
see  that  —  and  honrst  and  n'ell-leHm<.-d,  too ; 
ay,  and  kind  and  obliging,  which  is  belter  tJiun  all; 
and  one  that  luis  been  brought  up,  a*  nhu  herself 
says,  to  think  as  you  should  about  what  we  ought 
all  to  care  moat  for.  And  you  an>  no  Bur- 
gundiiui  DOW.  Let  ua  go  to  her  atonoe  —  sh« 
I  can  liare  ooly  to  «iy,  '  Yes,'  a.i*d  I  should  be  at 
peace  for  the  rest  of  my  liays." 

I  implored  him  to  let  in«  hav«  the  chance  of 
winning,  of  sacuriDg  her  love,  before  I  asked  her 
for  it.  I  pressed  ujxfn  him  that  it  might  only 
be  putting  tier  on  her  guard  against  any  atten- 
tions to  let  her  see  their  aim  i  I  advanced  all  I 
could,  and  tJtat  aa  forcibly  as  I  was  able,  to  stay 
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him,  for  JoannettA  might  be  «en  b^  tliia  liiue, 
coming  to  him  witli  his  mornii^H  meal ;  and  1 
(IrDodwl  as  if  morv  than  Ufo  had  be<^n  at  stake, 
lest  the  Itour  from  which  I  liopM  to  iliitv  tny 
joya  should  be  tlie  witness  of  their  utt^r  ruin. 

Though  his  "  Weil,  wpH,  prlnps  you  know 
best;  I  fanny  I  thought  an  you  do,  if  I  remember 
right,  though  I  had  no  occasion  for  it,"  gave  me 
a  sort  of  tmlf-ptoruiBe  of  forbearance:  I  saw 
that  it  was  nitli  great  difficulty  Ue  ccmld  keep 
any  sucli  resolution  ;  he  embraced  his  daughter 
with  Olio  arm,  while  )i«  hugged  me  close  with  tlie 
other ;  and  wheo  startled  into  almost  painful 
gratitude,  at  this  now  unusual  exhibition  of  Itt* 
fondne««.  she  knelt  heforo  him  to  thunk  him  for 
hi»  love,  "Y««,  yc»,  you  will  be  happy,"  he 
exclaimed ;  "  all  will  be  at  w«  wish,  as  we  both 
of  un  winh." 

He  looked  at  me,  blessed  her,  "  And  now," 
«aid  he,  "  Jac«]ue«  Abun,  .leanuetto  will  lead  you 
down  tlie  pastures,  and  show  you  the  hont 
J  wanteil  yo«  to  aee ;  I  can't  be  spared  from  niy 
work." 

I  shook  hands  with  him,  and  walked  away 
with  Joannett?,  in  obedience  to  his  stnrtagem; 
and.  as  I  turned  at  some  dirtauce,  1  saw  him 
still  looking  eamcrtly  after  us,  and  hia  break- 
&st  lying  untouched  on  the  ground  beside  him. 
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<  bav8  experienced  the  timorous  utKertaia 
lira  of  that  hour  is  wortli  a  life  of  pain.  I 
little  or  aotliiDg,  that  J<taun«tt«,  quiet  as 
was.  wunderod  at  my  silvnce.  I  did  not 
wisli  to  break  upon  my  trmsunHl  liopo  witli  tliv 
nifHingof  a  brruth.  I  woe  content  to  belit>vti,  to 
trust,  to  foi-l,  that,  in  llw  unguisli  I  Ktiould  en- 
diir*  in  disuppointment,  thcrv  was  a  faitli  it 
eoold  not  be  inilti.ied.  I  nuuld  wily  snatvli 
glance*  of  appFvlH'nni  vt;  dovotion,  and  then  ran* 
Mck  my  own  iJtought*  for  mean*  to  do  ti«r  a«r- 
vice  or  d«%ht.  She  «awtliatl  wa«embarntMed 
iu)(l  absent,  but  do  gu^s  of  ti>c  cau»e  flunhed 
ber  clieck.  What  would  1  not  have  given  Uwt 
die  oould  have  read  my  Iteart,  and  not  blamed 
Hita  desires ;  yet,  next  to  that,  I  rejoked  that 
tiiey  wei-e  not  boirayed  to  h«r. 

And   the   horse !     It  was  fortunate  for  roe 

HUiat  her  father's  errand  hud  some  slight  foun- 

Hlation.  and  that  .leannettv had  )i«anl  him  praue 

^^t  to  roe  a  day  or  two  before }  it  was  well,  too, 

that  her  own  spirit  wai;  awaken«d  us  slw  showed 

me  Hie  noble  steed,  telling  me  it  n'u«  lit  to  f*rry 

Ee  Provost  of  Vawouleurs  himf«lf  in  the  field, 
d  hefsalf  exhibiting  to  me  its  uum^g**  ii*  it 
ey«d  her  carenes  end  tier  vuiu«.     Thi>  done, 
^le  left,  me,  for  my  soeniing  Urtlweiietf  anited 
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littJe  witli  the  activity  of  ber  duties,  and  I  had 
notliing  hut  to  propose  to  mywlf  a  liundred 
plans  for  winning  her  favour,  and  reject  them 
almost  as  soon  as  they  were  formed. 

To  some  particulars  1  vme  constant.  I 
obtained  from  both  her  parents  the  promiae  of 
Becpecy  for  the  pmeot ;  Isabel's  opinion  gave 
me  pain  fey  agreeing  m  entirely  witli  my  own. 
that  haste  wax  danger,  and  I  set  mysiOf  towork 
by  all  the  nssiduitim  in  my  power  to  make  my 
constant  prrsenrw  a  plennure,  pi^rhaps  a  want  to 
her. 

She  aeceptnd  my  gifbi  with  un>u*])ccting 
franknv!<»  ;  if  they  were  of  flower*,  ihey  were 
ojtrtltocrown  the  images  of  lier&vourittt  saints; 
if  of  fruits,  Uiey  became  the  |H»rtton  of  her 
mother,  her  sittter,  or  of  the  sick ;  omamenta 
only  she  refused,  bidding  me  make  ofl'eringt  of 
tbem  myself,  and.  taking  ttiem,  but  on  Uh"  con- 
dition of  so  dedicating  tliem  in  my  name,  wliich, 
wlien  Father  Guillaunte  told  to  my  uncle. 
Conrardin  de  Spinal,  he  and  .Tacquea  agreed 
was  much  of  an  admisaioD  for  aucli  a  maiden 
to  make,  in  <M>liciting  titus  an  interest  for 
me  where  all  knew  Iter  own  firm  hopes  were 
placed. 

Yet,  by  Itabel's  advice.  I  was  aileut.     Her 
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husband  had  more  difficultr  to  bear  liinwuif 
Willi  tlie  {latioiive  ulic  rnjoined,  biit  w  Tiiotilh 
afwr  moiitii  wore  on  wiUi  altvrtiate  Hatlcrj'  iukI 
ilepreaainii  in  mj^  tliougtib.  I  Itave  believed 
einco  they  went  sucli  as  tliosv  of  one  who  watdie« 
the  pro^j^sa  of  a  lov«d  beiii|;'3  decline,  her 
absence  from  onlittary  nmuttenientii.  Iter  hunger 
after  et^tude.  lier  ]wn»ive  nieilitation  bunting 
forth  at  intervals  into  acts  of  entlituiaadc  tharity, 
or  scunetinies  into  fiery  rt'stleaaueai,  which  it 
required  all  her  love  for  others  to  watch  and 
curb :  these,  mingled  with  the  unvarying  be- 
omndenoe  that  made  her  regard  an  unkind  or 
hssty  look  as  a  crime  to  be  confessed  and  ex- 
piated, were  tokens  suiiicient  to  irritate  the 
suspense  of  &  lover,  and  make  him  feel  his  for- 
tODM  fluctuating  with  the  winds. 

Her  (aoe  was  my  study,  for  it  vmt  the  only 
index  1  allowed  myself  to  lier  tlioii|;hts.  1  had 
not  the  mmnmnsa  to  »c«k  her  in  her  hidden  ex- 
Brcisee  of  devotion  ;  I  reproved  those  who  lightly 
reporte^l  to  nie  hur  dwds  or  !ier  words.  But 
1  snatcbetl  uften  in  her  r«pt  air  a  glimpse  of  the 
lofly  ciinverte  she  had  held,  though  iti  mnming 
was  ii)di«tinct  and  clouded  ;  1  watihei)  her  over- 
anxious. lialf'remoraefulaJIectiotiforherparentSi 
ad  that  I  dreaded  most  j  I  trembled  under  the 
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flashing  of  h«r  eye,  wb«n  some  oi)c  ii>ailv«r- 
tentlf  spoke  of  France,  and  at  its  king,  of  ite 
old  peBc«,  and  of  its  prMrnt  oppir^son.  And 
th«no»egentlv.grnerou8,  \vun\  aiiniliilnted  kII. 
I  did  not  suffer  tnysclf  to  roaxun  tliiit  such 
words  slie  gavo  unspuringly  to  aU  who  loved 
her. 

Thus  (.^m«  on  the  nulumn  of  1427,  when 
J««nnctt<'  «-u«  witiiiti  a  few  motitlia  tif  i-om- 
plntiiig  Iwr  ei^htonntli  yfl«r. 

I,  Itor  faliier,  and  her  brotliers,  had  acquired 
tiie  habit  of  working  almnat  always  in  coni))any, 
I  M)m«1im«s  al  Domreniy  with  them,  tbey 
MMUiitimea  at  Maxey  witli  me :  we  were  almost 
inntatPA  of  each  other's  cottages,  anil  1  olien 
caat  myself  on  the  hard  conches  with  Jacquemiii 
and  .lean,  which  were  hud  down  fur  us,  at  the 
retiring  of  the  rest,  in  the  outer  room  at  Uom- 
remy,  W^^  had  thus  boeu  peacefully  labouring 
together,  and  wero  returning  to  such  a  repose, 
when  at  the  entrance  of  the  villi^  we  met  my 
uncle  Conrardin.  He  had  alwa^'S  been  anxious 
to  promotj^  tlic  marriage  belwnm  my«e1f  and 
Jcannette,  whidi  wait  look«(l  forward  to  by  aU 
tiie  hamlet,  exrept  Ji»inni>ttA  henrif,  and  thi* 
time  lie  believe<l  llial  »Uo.  Inul  confieraed  it  to  him. 

''  if  you  were  not  a  Burgundian,  my  friend. 
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I  coutd  t«U  jou  something,"  she  hod  said  to 
him  in  tlw  course  of  the  dav.  and.  aa  he  couhl 
not  rcudilv  tiincv  any  subject  »o  likely  for  her  to 
Unt  to  him  as  her  marriage  vith  bis  nephew, 
he  haii  »et  down  the  reserve  she  afterwards  put 
on  to  th«  natural  sense  of  her  modesty,  and 
gO(>d-humourrdly  waitvd  for  us  to  give  us  joy 
uf  the  tidings. 

"  Ay,  ay.'"  said  Jnoquvs  d'Arr.  as  ho  hoard 
it,  "you  are  right,  Conmniin,  and  wu  aru  all 
rif^it.  J&o<]uos  Altiin  aiid  all.  Ah !  you  lAuy 
trust  a  >'oung  tcUow  sometimes  for  socing  his 
way  in  a  court-ihip.  1  think  Jcamvoltft  would 
have  bad  him  at  firitt,  but  he  fancied  it  was  best 
to  wait,  and  perhaps  it  was,  but  w^i'll  trave  no 
more  dallying  now  ;  to-ni^t  all  aliall  be  made 
as  safe  aa  promises  can  make  it,  and  we'll  not 
wait  long  aA«r  to  put  it  beyond  doubt  alto- 
gether; Why  how  19  tliis  man ?"  hecootinued, 
turning  to  me,  "  you  look  blank  on  the  matt«r ! 
What!  you  don'trepent  of  j-ouroffer  —  ifso— 
and  yet  for  tJie  girl's  sake,  now  she  luvfs 
you ■■ 

"  Oh  do  not  fear  mc,"  I  answered  engcrly ; 
"  I  shall  be  glad,  indeed,  to  (iiid  all  you  bolicve 

true — but ." 

But!'*  lieintomiptedmet  ■' wa«Uiereev«r 
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such  a  lorer  ?  a  pretty  life  you'd  make  of  it  if 
you  were  to  be  as  afraid  of  lier  after  you're 
married  as  you  are  now.  But  you're  young, 
and  don't  see  the  nature  of  womfln ;  tltcy  o^rar 
owo,  ev«n  by  so  mudi  as  a  look,  if  tlmy  can 
liiilp  it.  for  fitu*  they  should  n't  bo  atJtod  afW 
(ill.  but  let  thorn  hv  Hurv.  and  tltcy'rv  ju«t  as 
pkMMed  a»  Wtf  arc ;  why  you  hear  what  she  haa 
aaid  to  your  own  uni;V*.  on  purpo«c>  that 
might  tell  you.  1  say  it  i«  settled,  if  you  do 
go  back." 

"Pray    hfar   me  a   moment  I"     I    at 
managed  to  int«rpoHc.    "  May  not  Jeani 
have  something  else  to  tell  my  uncle  than 
news  of  her  marriage  ?     What  has  his  being  a 
Burgundian  to  do  with  that?"  d 

"  Ay,  you  think  she  has  other  secnrta  *"  re- 
plied JBcc|uee,  half  angrily ;  ■' she  had,  1  know 
wtfll,  but  she  bus  given  tliem  up;  you  must 
havo  markt>d  it ;  we  hav«  n't  Imd  an  unhappy 
look  bptwcfn  us  for  months,  and  no  one  has 
told  iiw  a  word  lately.  I  won't  tlunk  it  of  ber 
any  more ;  and,  if  it  voro  bo,  high  time 
that  it  »h(iuh)  be  put  out  of  ber  Iwud  altogei 
I  wouldn't  for  any  thing  now  put  off 
I  mean  to  say  for  an  liour;  1  itltouldn't  alaep 
to-night  after  what  you  've  said,  if  it  wan  tuA 
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all  cleared  up.  Wlwre  were  you  boUi,  Con- 
rardin.  when  she  said  this  to  you  ?" 

■'  We  had  just  been  talking  with  two  armeil 
men  from  Vaucouleurs.  who  aakod  if  there  were 
any  news  of  ccHnpaniea  in  the  neighbourhood," 
replied  my  nnde.  Jacques  and  I  looked  at 
<«cli  other. 

"  Well,  well,"  he  said  after  a  moment's 
pause,  "  there's  nothing  in  that !  what  had  you 
b<N!n  wiying  just  before?" 

"Tlml  it  was  a  pity  wo  should  he  troubled 
with  aluriiiK  about  such  things,  when  we  might 
all  be  so  happy  without  th«m."  We  lookwl  at 
MK-h  other  again,  as  if  each  claimed  the  vic- 
lewy. 

"  She  thought  *o,  too,"  wud  Jacques,  ".when 
the  tliought  of  her  own  marriage." 

I  did  iiiit  answiT,  but  the  wonlx  wen>  on  my 
tongue.  "  She  thought  so,  too,  and  of  the 
means  to  gain  what  tthe  wished." 

"Comet  come  in  all!"  said  Jacques,  for 
we  were  at  the  cottage  door. 

"  1  have  my  doubts  about  the  aoldier'a  ques- 
tions," said  Conrardin ;  "  I'll  come  back  to 
you  presently," 

"  They  were  dwng  their  duty  as  scouts," 
replied  Jacque« ;  "  but,  as  you  choose :  come 
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beck  to  u»,  mail,  for  wo  iliall  have  news 
you,  n«wH  tluit  will  make  us  brothers  I  hop* 
loiig  ait  wfi  lire," 

His  hearty  grasp  of  Conrardin's  sltoulJn* 
bade  him  a  friendly  good  bye,  and  he  tbta 
turned  to  the  door,     1  stopped  him  iia  iiwtuit* 

"  You  w-ill  wait  a  little —  make  wwa  gartjn 
tnol,"  I  wntured  to  say. 

'■  If  you  mean  rightly,  you'll  let 
ntniightfonvard."  was  tlie  atwvrvr.  "  1 
lmv«  a  lad  for  a  son-iD-law,  Uiat  in  afimid  to  tpeak 
his  mindtor  that  is  suspicious  about  hi^mtatnn. 
Come,  come,"  he  continued  good-humouredljri 
"  whi'D  ttte  plunge  w  over,  you'll  tinuik  ma  Ibr 
pushing  you  in,"  and  with  that  lie  did  push  me 
into  the  cottage  with  ait  itction  quite  hoBrty 
enough  to  t(^>ll  me  he  was  dotermiDed  to  hare  hi| 
own  way,  ^ 

The  family  woo  ftuun  awembled  all  but  Pierre, 
whom  «.-<■  only  saw  occasionally ;  lie  still  pn>- 
tpored  in  the  favour  of  tlte  Seigneur  of  Baurle- 
mont.  Jaoquescouldi>caroely*ufferlheeventng'c 
meal  tu  W  deii)wtt-lit<d  before  lie  entered  upoo 
his  object.  Jacquemin  and  dean  hurried  thoir'i 
tltat  they  might  not  be  intruders,  for,  havinij 
limrd  their  father's  declaration,  the  young  men 
need«d  no  better   prompting   than 
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feeling,  to  avoid  aiiy  «inbarras4inent  to 
their  sister. 

I  ate  notiiing,  and  I  would  haw  gone,  too> 
it  Jact^itea  held  ma  foruiblj-  by  the  Itand,  and 

kept  me  in  my  seat. 
*'  The  lads  are  right  eiiough."  li»  raid  to  m* 
a  half  whisper  ;   "  but  you  must  «f>p  an<i 

ftpeak  for  yourself." 

Isabel  looked  at  me  anxiously ;  I  returned 
r  observation  with  a  deprecating  glance,  but 
«  hud  no  time  to  interfere. 
" So,  Jcannette,"  said  Javquee,  "you  have 
n  talking  to  CoDrardin  de  Spinal  to-day. 
iomc,  let  your  father  l»i-ar  what  you  would  not 

II  him  ;  if  he  is  a  Burgundiiut,  I'm  a  true 
mta^nac.  You  t>eedn't  look  so  aba«lied  and 
rrifiod.  girl,  ctiongiog  white  and  md  as  <]uick 

an  aspen  li.<af  flickers— and  your  lips !    (>>me, 
acquM  Alain,  I  tee  it  is  time  for  you  to  apeak, 
now,  at  once,  aod  manfully,  and  don't  mtnd 

laabel  and  m«  —  or  —  this  way,  wife  ! I'll 

ve  you  some  time,  too— Ik*  lovca  you,  girl — 
TV,  that's  said  for  hira,  and  do  you  say  as 
uoh  in  return  for  yourwdf— — " 
"  No,  DO  I  my  d«ir  fattier !"  cried  Jeannette  j 
T  cheek*  criniwoned  with  an  eaniert  blush, 
I  own  at  the  moment  deceived  me  into 
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hope,  and  inflamed  the  puseton  I  could  not 
Hfti'rwunl*  extinguish  or  rcrtmin  ;  "  1  did  not 
8j>eitk  of  JuL'qucs  Aluin ;  Jndocd,  I  know  Dot 
wlwt  I  ha\i>  said  that  he  could  tliink  bo  ot 

"  And  you  tivmWod  and  chnnged  (-olour  when 
I  axhcd  about  it,  and  yvt  it  was  not  of  your 
love  ?  It  is  time,  J«annette,  Uiat  we  should 
undentand  one  another.  1  may  iK>t  be  a  leanied 
man,  or  a  wise  one,  and  yiiii  ntay  have  reason 
to  think  that  you  knov,*  better  than  I  do.  but  I 
am  your  fatlier,  girl,  and  if  you  know  your 
duty  at  all,  you  must  know  that  it  ib  to  obey  ■ 
and  reepect  your  {Hu^nts.  Be  quiet.  Isabel, 
for  whose  good  do  I  speak  if  not  for  her's  ? 
Jacques  Alain  did  say  that  he  was  afraid  you 
didn't  mean  him  when  you  talked  to  hie  uncle. 
I  know  what  hi-  thought,  but  I  told  him  I  knew 
bettor,  and  you  must  keep  iny  wonl»  true.  1 
have  an  honi<«t  name,  girl,  and  you  havo  bMn 
biought  up  in  the  liko,  and  to  know  Ow  valtwB 
of  it.  I  would  give  you  all  1  have  in  Uii>  world,  to 
would  your  mother,  no  v'ould  your  brolluire,  but 
you  muft  nut  dtKgrave  us.  T  love  you  dearly^ 
Jeannette,  almost  Ix'tter  than  I  ouf^lit,  when 
I  prefer  you  so  before  all  the  real ;  but  if  y 
uneR  left  me.  I  would  not  soe  you  again,  or  hi 
of  you,  unless  some  one  would  kindly  tell  me 
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you  were  dead,  and  that  there  waa  notliing 
more  to  l>e  feared  or  shamed  about  .v«u." 

■' D€nr.  dear  father!  I  would  not  for  the 
ff-orld !  Oh,  1  am  very  unhappy!"  cxcrlaimod 
till-  poor  girl.  "  I  will  do  nothing  but  my  duty. 
I  will  pniy  to  know  it.  1  votdtl  wiwh  iwtliing  fur 
inyaelf  but  U>  stay  liurc  wilii  you  ai!  my  duy».'* 

"  Slie   will,   she  will,"   interrupted   litabel. 

"  Wil!  she  pnimise  tliat,  will  aim  marrj'  an 
bonettt  nian,  a  fit  inatoli  for  her.  one  that  a  girl 
might  he  vain  of?" 

I  apoke.  for  1  could  not  bear  to  see  her  eoio- 
don.  •'  Jeannette.  trusttome — will  you  listen  to 
me — will  you  suffer  nw  to  be  your  true  friend?" 

"  No  paltering,  Jacques  Alain,"  eoid  her 
father  rtemly  (  "  you  are  not  to  come  into  my 
house  to  dispote  betwcvn  nw  and  my  ilaughter 
a«  you  tliink  fit.  I  give  tier  to  you  as  a  wife, 
tliat  Kiie  may  be  hone«t  and  happy,  that  is  all  1 
say  to  }'ou  ;  take  licr  and  you  have  my  blessing, 
t^»e  I  sliall  not  suffer  you  lu  say  a  word ;  you 
ar«  Dot  to  help  her  in  her  own  road  to  folly,  or 
to  hold  Iier  up  in  wilfulness,  in  disobedience  to 
her  father." 

Jeannette  wrung  her  hands,  looked  around 
aa  for  some  comforter  ;  her  moUier  wept,  and 
looked  at  her  imploringly  ;  she  wan  still  »il«»t. 
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wlik'h  will  be  done,  begin  when  it  will ! 
Iiur  vuici'  trembled  with  the  effort  to  n.'«tra{a 
httr  <^^thu»ilum,  becoming  more  terribli*  by  Xlw 
attempt,  her  eyes  fliulitng  vritli  the   firo   her 
vcnc«>  *tnnv  to  xupprv«e.  tuid  one  clear  tpot 
red  •landing  alm»«t  ulonc  on  eadi  clieek.   . 

"If  .vou  mvnn  rettiMtiuioc,"  uud  ConratxUti 
(|iilckly  aiid  eanu-«tly,   "you  h«ve  no  ohaiwe*, 
even  though  Jacques  Alain  atxl  I  aliould  forget] 
our  parti,',  and  <lo  what  w«  might  in  behalf 
our  neighbours.    If  there  were  time  to  mus- 
ter them,  could  you  get  together  a  hundred  and 
fifty  able-bodied  men  in  all  Greux  and  Dom- 
Tvtny,  ay,  and  Burey  k  CAte  to  boot,  and  then 
could  tlivy  meet  two  hundred  trained  Boldietv  ?" 

"  If  ihcy  were  mustered  they  might,  and  if 
they  did   tlicir  duty  they  would,"  said  Jimui-^j 
oettc  ;  "  and  it  need  not  be  only  tlie  men  th« 
might  count  upon," 

"  It  i*  hopelese,"  said  li«r  father.  -  Thougb' 
I  »hould  like,  too  —  but,"  and  he  looked  At^ 
Isabel  and  Catliurinv,  "  wo  mutt  look  to  <ni^| 
saiiB^.  Tliera  can  be  no  chance,  girl,  I  mj  { 
bow  could  people  he  got  t4>getJ)er  from  placea 
where  the  BurguiMliuM  are,  prliajia,  already? — 
What  is  to  be  done  ?  Wlicre  are  tliey  now, 
tliink  you.  Conrardin  ?" 
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Be)-oad,  to  the  north  of  Groux,  I  hope," 
Bred  be.  "  A  friend  of  our  party,  who 
Imcw  what  I  w-a*,  thought  of  giving  nie  nmm- 
ing,  on  an  oath  of  secrecy  though,  tliut  [ 
itliould  UMC  it  for  none  but  my  own  family,  but 
you  are  my  own  family,  and  I  do  not  break 
my  oath  Ut  save  you:  tliough  you  must  be  wary, 
if  Jean  Guillot  sJiould  he  known  to  have  told 
of  their  intentions,  they'd  burn  him  in  his  own 
boose." 

"Wc   must   warn  our    neighbours,"  »aid 
_Jw:qu«min. 

I "  WliiiOi  nmi  to  takr  ?"  said  Jacques.   "  Will 

lil.tlo  i!>lnn<I  on  tlie  river  be  ivture?" 
"  1  know  nothing ;  only  begone,"  said  Con- 

1,  evidently  fearful  of  »y>ng  mors. 
^"I  go  with  you,"  I  exclaimed.    "I  am  no 
irgundian  now.  least  of  all,  when  they  conui 
to  plunder  and  mo^^sacre." 

"  What  road  slinll  wc  take  ?  Where  are  we  to 
go?"   exclaimed   Iwvbrl.  ami   poor  Catliarine 
ibleil  by  her  in  an  n^ny  of  terror, 
t*'  Where  is  Maltre  Auhi^ry,  the  mayor  ?    We 
St  warn  him,"  said  Jactjues. 
Don't  think  ofhim."  anawered  Jacquemin. 
,  We  had  better  trust  to  ourselves  (  let  him  be 

[vol.  I.  H 
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warned  if  you  will,  but  don't  clopend  on  advice 
of  his ;  it  will  be  mueli  for  bitn  to  take  care  of 
himself." 

"  And  Maltre  Beitrand  de  Poulengy,  who 
should  lead  us,  is  away ;  our  luunli't  has  no 
other  worthy  gcntlrman  near  vnou^i  to  gfuide 
u»  in  such  «tra)t«." 

"  I  have  ihougbt  of  all,"  said  Jesnn^tte, 
quite  compoeedly.  "  We  have  had  alamu 
before  ;  this  does  not  oome  to  me  for  the  firwt 
time,  or  unawares.  Cotirardin,  away  to  tbp 
road  they  uro  Ukely  to  take  ;  join  witli  tlwn, 
and  save  wliat  you  can  of  your  own  from  thi>if 
hiinrU.  Jaequemin,  go  to  Bourlomont ;  \A 
Fieire  know  who  are  coming ;  they  will  visit 
that  noble  house." 

"  Do  not  lot  him  know  who  told  you," 
Connirdin. 

"He  is  of  our  family  whom  you  meant  to 
mm,"  said  Jeannette.  "  and  would  no  mora  be* 
tray  you  than  any  of  ourselves,"  ^M 

"Tiiankyou,  dtiargirl,"  said  Isabel.  ^M 

"Ay,  ay,  right!  right!"  said  Jacquee,  le- 
ooT«riDg  bim»clf. 

••  Jean,"   continued    Jeannette,    "  go 
from  door  to  door,  quickly,  til«ntly.  and  muM 
the  sleepers ;  their  Socks  must  be  drivon  down 
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the  Meuse  to  Neufchiteau,  there  they  will 
tu>t  coin« ;  it  is  in  Xiorraine,  and  they  dare  not 
make  the  Dtikv  their  enemy.  Father,  yau'l) 
look  to  my  mother  and  fwUtr.  And  you. 
Jacques  Alain ,^—" 

"  With  you,  >)eaun«tt«,  wherever " 

"  No,"  she  answered  as  with  a  ri^ht  of  eom- 
maod ;  "  as  you  pkaee  else,  but  not  with  me. 
I  sfaull  <\iive  tlie  cattle  down  tlie  river's  side. 
DueK  each  know  what  is  to  be  done? — ^not  a 
moDiciit  more,  then." 

Jacquemin  and  Jeaa  were  already  on  Ihvir 
errand ;  I  joined  the  lattei-.  and  the  tbuuglit 
came  acroa  me  to  await  the  Burifundioiu,  and 
radeaTOur,  if  poesible,  to  save  the  house  of 
my  friends  frem  th«ir  malice.  Jacques  had 
•uncstly  embnu;ed  hi*  daughter,  and  then  led 
Sntli  Isabel  and  Catlnuiike  weeping  from  thuir 
liome,  whtcli  Ui«y  did  not  eiqiect  to  see  again. 

Jeannette  took  a  few  of  the  little  treasureii 
they  had.  even  to  clothes  and  comforts,  packed 
them  cm  a  horse,  then  went  to  place  lier  motlwr 
and  sUtor  on  another ;  eame  back,  collected  all 
their  store  of  cattle  from  thv  honMstead,  and, 
driving  it  rteadily  down  by  the  river,  set  an 
example  of  quiet  to  the  irdiabitants  which 
calmed  them  more  than  any  injunctions. 
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It  was  a  bright,  clear,  tranquil  night  when 
the  poor  pilgrims  srt  forth  from  their  hamlet, 
urging  their  lazy  cattle  to  their  utmoet  speod 
along  the  rallej,  y«t  kept  from  hurr}'  by  the 
palm  activity  of  the  girl  and  her  brother  Jc«n, 
who,  witli  «ome  of  the  sK-wlier  «pirit!<  of  thai 
hamlet,  closed  t1)ft  n»tic  retreat.     The  inhabit- 1 
anta  had  been  alarmed  with  little  noise ;  tluir 
march  was  one  of  eilent  anxiety  ;  save  now  an^ 
tlien  tlie  wail  of  an  infant,  or  the  oxen's  low,  j 
not  a  sound   disturbed  it.     Jeanoette  went  ta^| 
tiic  most  timid,  comforted  them  with   words 
of  hope  and  devotion,  and  1.  when  she  bade  Bit 
farewell  with  alniort  a  pitying  comtidemtion, 
stood  watching  th«  linC!  in  the  moonlight  ttU  it 
entered  the  for^t  C'hf  nu. 

My  reverie  lasted  sometime;    I  eould  eren^ 
rottim  thanks  to  Heaven  for  their  safety,  when 
ft  shout  from  the  rood  bt^yond  tlie  \-illage  on  the 
other  iiide  warned  me  that  the  work  of  dextruo-^J 
tion  wA>  to  be^n.     1  looked  oa  towards  Cireux  fi 
the  flames  were  in  the  humble  dwellings  there  i 
that  must  soon  reach  Domreoij.    Oh  1  in 
goi^eom  scene  of  nature's  peace,  bow  fiendlikel 
looked  the  ac^urfed  work  of  man  I     But  it  was ' 
tM  time  to  pAUse.     Ruiming  with  all  my  might, 
I  fetched   a  compass  to  the  left,  which  wouldJ 


I 


TBB  JUID  OP  ORLEANS. 


i4& 


bring  mv  in  at  the  rear  of  the  i^proachuig  fdrty 
tw  if  I  luul  follomrd  them  from  Maxej-,  wbicli 
wa»  u  rcvugnisvd  Ktronghold  of  their  party ;  ao 
that  I  might  not  expose  myself  tn  tlic  ulmost 
certaiu  Onath  1  tilioul<]  have  (^countered  by 
beiog  mistakiHi  for  au  inhabitant  of  Uomrnny. 

1  struck  ID  with  the  ferociuus  rabble  on  the 
rood  K'tweeii  the  villfigi;  tlivy  liad  just  eackedi 
and  the  hamlet  they  w.^re  approaching.  Such 
of  the  pitaxaiitry  ast  ttiey  thought  could  pay  them 
rauw>ni  tliey  had  bound,  aiid  were  dragging 
along  with  brutal  jests,  urgiiig  tliein  lilce 
beasU  of  burden  with  blowa;  and.  indeed,  some 
wcrs  Wen  with  tlie  spoils  of  their  own  dwell- 
iogs  to  bear  thom  along  to  the  den  of  their 
(pressors.  Some  of  the  plundered  were  fran- 
ticly  pursuing  them,  willing,  to  the  toss  of  all 
their  property,  to  add  that  of  life  too,  or,  mad 
witli  im[K>tvnt  revenge,  impn»:ating  curses  tliat 
were  replitHl  to,  and  sometimes  silt- need  for  ever 
with  blows. 

The  blaze  of  the  houses  of  Greux  ahoni* 
brightly  down  the  rocid  to  Domn-my,  making 
tli«  mMcdight  feeble  and  tenfold  pule  I  sought 
one  of  their  leaders,  told  him  my  name  and 
abode,  and  claimed  as  my  own  the  house  of 
Jacques  d'Arc,  not  omitting  to  speak  of  my  uncle 
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as  one  of  oar  owa  party  ;  am)  so  to  secun  t^ii 
dweUing,  if  poc«ibl«,  from  ttio  general  wt^rJr. 
Indeed,  lie  had  alrendy  ini't  thorn,  and  made  him- 
self known   to  some ;   und  though   they  wwt 
litUe  in  the  humour  to  dietinguish  friend  froa_ 
foe,  he  had  gnined  the  br*t  aisurmnc«  tliey 
likely  to  give  him  of  sparing  his  humble  IioUFT' 
tiold. 

But  when  tJiey  arrived,  all  thought  of  moilv- 
ation,  if  they  had  ever  entertainod  it,  wu  al* 
torly  changed  by  the  state  in  whkh  they  foo 
the  hamlet.     Of  iu   littli;  wealth  all  tint 
portable  had  been  rvmoved  ;  they  ran  with 
from  houte  to  house,  finding  nothing  for  pli 
der,  no  human  beiug  to  wreak  their  vengeance  ml' 

The  robbed  themselves  could  scarrely  be  inon> 
exasperated  than  were  thesn  wrtTtcbes  at  the  Ioh 
of  tlH-ir  cxpi-ctcd  pr«y.  The-  benches,  tahla, 
whatever  wood  tliey  could  find  in  tbo  hontaii 
they  broke  up,  and  tlten  burst  open  the  doon  of 
the  church,  and  piled  the  fuel  within  it  j  wbtB 
ODoe  it  had  caught  sure  light  in  any  pert,  tlxy 
snatched  the  brands,  and  tushod  with  them  fron 
hoQM  to  bouM,  wiUi  yells  and  tcraaiUB,  soow- 
times  of  laughter,  wmetitneB  of  fury. 

I  east  open  ths  doors  of  Jacques  d'Att's  aol* 
tage,  and,  having  fostened  a  Burgundtao  I 
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upon  my  arm,  stood  in  the  doorway.  One  ruf- 
fian came  up  viUi  «  flanuog  fagot  to  cart  in ; 
1  expostulated,  entreated,  urgeil  my  rights  as  a 
putizan  to  the  saiety  of  my  property.  He  cast 
the  fire  past  tne  into  the  house,  I  struck  htm  to 
the  eortli.  At  tliat  moment,  their  leader  mo(mt«d, 
and,  fully  arntvil,  passed  us. 

"  Dost  thou  dare  claim  a  patrimony  among 
tbeM  AnnagaaGsP*'  cried  Tranquet  d'Anas ; 
"  sharu  Uwir  fate  then  with  it  1"  He  struck  mt 
heavily  with  his  moilod  hand ;  I  roelod  in,  and 
fiell  inaenaible. 

When  1  awoke  from  my  stupor,  with  a  eenss 
of  the  most  painful  strangling,  tlu!  cold  grey 
light  of  tlawn  was  struggling  through  a  thick 
smoke,  1  crawled  to  the  door,  and  gasped  for 
life. 

Tl>e  blood  which  had  plentifully  steeped  my 
dotlies  hail  dried  on  tlie  wound  upon  my  tan' 
head.  The  fresh  breath  of  the  morning  revived 
ID&.  I  looked  down  the  littlu  rtreet,  which  the 
tttting  son  had  left  so  beautiful  in  its  rural 
peace;  a  few  gable-ends  of  earth,  blackened  by 
fire,  were  standing,  and  in  one  or  two  places  a 
cottage,  only  half  burned,  shewed  that  these  wor- 
houuds  had  been  hasty  in  tlieir  busjoess.  Volumes 
of  smoke  rolled  up  between  the  scorched  trees. 
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uiul  tlic  (tract  itself  vae  croescd  b;  muMXif 
rubbiitti  ^tiiouldi-ring,  or  wlikli  hud  fiiUeo  att^id 
tlie  way  of  tlw  fiuncs.     Iklcre  h«aps  of  ml* 
here  and  there  told  where  a  cottage  liad  Iwl 
Jacquee  d'Arc*s  house  had  been  saved,  aniliM 
or  two  near  it  aptiuared  l<;>ui  iJainagvd  than  Ibi 
others.    My  uncle's  was  a  ahapelew  mound.  I 
listened  :  al)  waa  silent ;  as  sileot  as  an  autuw , 
ntuming  might  be,  on  which  one  living  tkDl|i| 
alone  appcarud  lu  look ;  us  eilunt  ax  dcMkl 
might  be,  from  whk-ti  all  help  had  boen  drivto^ 
and  of  which  tlie  devastators  thcDiselvia 
weary. 

Stiff,  cold,  exhaufited,  and  pained  as  1  felt,  it 
gave  iiie  a  tuotnent'tt  joy  tliat  tlu)  dwelling  wher« 
I  had  s[)ent  «u  many  hap]>y  Imun  was  Epared  ;^ 
the  smoke  still  came  forth  from  it,  and  1  nnub 
on  effort  to  ascertain  its  rise,  and  to  stop  JL 
1  vi'nluml  again,  and  succeedml  in  reaching  tlv 
lialf-vuittumod  fagot,  of  which  some  green 
stickH  were  still  rocking ;  thv  burning  of  sumt 
drier  ones  had  scorched  the  ruft«rit  abov«,  hot 
these  removed .  there  was  little  more  to  fx  lingui>h| 
tl»  water  1  could  draw  from  the  rirulet  in  my  cap 
ftufHoud.  I  looked  for  tlie  cause  of  tliis  strac^ 
escape,  and  found  tluit  tlw  fiigut  had  been  throw: 
against  a  large  v««k1  of  water  which  1  bad 
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set,  and  which  had  tnainly  contributed,  with  JU 
own  gn-ennen,  to  prevent  tli«  *pn.>ading  of  the 
Srv.  In  B  little  time  1  was  eiiubUtl  to  poas 
through  tho  four  rooms  which  cumpo*«d  the 
dwelling,  and  to  asnure  myself  that,  for  tlie  pri!' 
«ent,  it  wu  npinxl. 

Then  1  t><^;an  ft  cautiotu  survey  of  tlie  iMJgh- 
bourhood,  lest  any  of  the  mareuders  Hhculd  j-et 
linger  to  complete  the  demon's  task.  Distant 
shouts  and  6res  on  the  opposite  hilU  told  me  the 
direction  of  their  course.  I  walked  on  to  the 
spot  whtrro  Conrardin's  house  hod  stood ;  there 
was  no  vvstigc  to  tell  me  of  its  owner's  fate.  I 
dan?d  not  call  aloud ;  but  I  mxainined,  as  well  as 
[  was  able,  every  part  of  the  hamlet  tliat  was  not 
utterly  coneumed. 

1  aoteied  ooe  small  hut,  which,  being  biuit 
only  of  stone  and  eartli,  and  without  any 
upper  stoi7,  was  almost  entire ;  it  appeeted 
empty;  and  I  turned  to  leave  it,  when  a 
rustling  in  the  hearth,  before  which  eome  lialf- 
bumt  lumber  was  piled,  caught  my  ear.  I 
stopped,  and  raw  a  face  hastily  u-ithdrawn. 
Having  a  strong  slick  in  my  hand  by  way  of 
weapon,  1  approuclied,  an<l  a  faint  scream  came 
from  tlic  *an>o  phicu.  I  bade  the  hiddttn  K-iiig 
fear  nothing,  and  named  myself;  and  then  cast* 
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ing  down  a  part  of  her  concealment,  the  form 
of  a  girl,  about  fourteen  yean  old,  wu  viuble, 
ghastlily  covered  with  bloo<l. 

Such  an  appoaraiici^  1  found  betokened  more 
hurt  thttii  in  tny  own  case.  The  poor  creature, 
when  her  fright  at  my  coming  subwded,  only 
faintly  oeked  for  water,  which  I  fetched ;  and, 
washing  the  gore  from  her  &ce,  saw  tliat  it  wa» 
JeanncttL-'c  favourite  playfellow— u  motherlan 
child,  whom  flic  instructwl  in  the  domi-stic 
dutiox  of  her  sphere,  Colette  Mtgnard.  After 
tuKin^;  another  survity  from  Uie  door,  leat  my 
purpoM  tihould  be  interrupted,  I  took  up  the  fl 
girl  in  my  onus,  and  carried  her  to  the  little 
chamber  of  her  patroness,  where  some  remains 
of  a  coach  wi-ro  yet  loft. 

She  told  me  tliat  die  hail  been  l«(l  unnwak> 
encd  in  her  father'a  hoiue ;  lie  was  gono  some  • 
distance  the  day  before  on  his  affairs,  until  she 
found  tlie  flames  around  her.     In  the  front  wnv  fl 
men  shouting  whom  she  dared  not  adc  mercy  of, 
but  she  cast  hereelf  from  the  other  side,  and, 
though  sonjiy  brui»tfd  in  her  fall,  crawled  on 
unpereetvml  by  a  ditcli,  till  struck  by  a  burning  fl 
raAer.     Though  one  limb  wat  cruslied,  she  yet 
had  coustancy  enough  to  listen  and  await  the 
sounds  of  th«  marauders'  retreat,  and  then,  with 
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A  Ia«t  tiiTort,  oonceatwl  \MTw\f  where  I  found 
her. 

All  that  I  coukl  do  Ui  a^fUKge  her  pain  I  did ; 
it  she  had  need  of  belter  li«)i>.  1  coverw)  her 
as  well  as  I  was  able  from  all  observation  ;  bade 
her  be  silent  still  for  her  safety ;  and  then  set 
out  for  Maxejr,  to  appcasv  tb?  fear«  of  my  mo- 
and  to  bring  such  9UC(.-»ur  as  1  might  to 
my  wounded  charge. 

I  kept  within   fences  and  copse,  or   struck 

swifUy  frum  tree  to  tree,  aH  I  knew  them,  on  mj 

so,  as  to  aroid  all   obxcr^'ation ;  passing 

round  from  the  village  of  Gn-wx,  wliicb  lay  in 

I  fay  way,  anil  which  being  better  built  seemed 
to  liav«  reKiitted  tJie  fire  more  effectually  than 
pORiremy,  lest  [  should  light  upon  other  scenes 
of  hopeless  suffering,  which  I  had  no  means  to 
sssuage;  fur,  weakened  willi  Iorh  of  blood,  I 
had  but  tlie  strength  to  reach  my  home,  without 
waiting  a  step  in  other  efforts. 

But  Burgundians  as  we  wcn>,  there  were  those 

Dng  us  prepared  to  alleviate  the   sufferings 

our  neighbour*,  even  Uiough  occasioned  by 

party.     To  these  charitable  ('ountfy- 

I  gave  auch  information  of  the  need  for 

succour  OS  I  could  afford,    and   directed  one 

whom  I  could  best  trust  to  poor  Colette ;  and 
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then,  my  wouDd  washed,  tended  by  the  affection 
of  a  mother,  I  lay  down  to  take  Bonie  rest  upon 
my  own  bed,  and  with  Urn  overwatching  and  my 
own  exhaustion  fell  into  a  deep  and  refreshing 
slumber,  from  which  it  was  many  hours  ere  I  was 
awakened. 
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wai)  evening  bcfbro  I  awukc,  »U11  weak 
with  \<M*  of  blocxi,  cUv  its  well  tu  she  who 
wBtchttd  me  wi^hi'd.  I  obeyed  her  injmiction» 
in  renuuning  ijuiiH  for  that  night,  for  though  I 
ofWn  tiiiak  that,  as  a  bod,  I  iiiig}it  have 
hettn  more  attentive  and  considerate,  I  tnirt  I' 
have  not  much  wilftil  perversity  to  answer  for 
towards  this  dearest  gf  relations.  1  had  the 
eatisfactioD  to  liear  that  my  little  charge  had 
received  such  uiwistaiiu  as  could  be  nrndvred, 
though  tho  only  subiititutc  for  a  Hurgeon  that 
could  bo  fotmd  in  tht!  neighbourhood,  a  man 
whose  knowledge  did  not  extend  beyond  the 
virtues  of  a  few  aimples,  hod  the  candour  not 
only  to  doubt  his  own  success  in  a  cure,  but 
even  to  confine  himself  tu  the  most  obvious  and 
natural  alleviations  until  btrttur  advice  could  bt^ 
gained. 

For  two  or  three  days  straggling  parties  filled 
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the  iiciglibourhood,  tbougli,  foftunatelT,  tkf 
did  not  return  t^j  Domremy.  thiuking,  profaal^i 
tliat  the  care  of  the  inliabitaiits,  as  wi*ll  lu  thtir 
own  epoil,  liad  left  nothing  there  for  tfao  nMt 
rapacious  to  glean.  Witli  th«  bMlge  of  tbiir 
Action  on  my  arm,  the  only  isymbol  they  vx 
likely  to  respect,  I  wniKlervc)  among  them,  ta 
tlie  hope  of  gaining  the  fir>t  intelligenoe  of  in; 
uncle's  safety,  and  tlieir  retreat. 

It  vrafi  tlie  third  day  before  I  had  DOWt  of 
either  ;  then  Conrerdln  himself  nppetired  at  tn; 
dwelling  in  Maxuy,  and  roceivitd  from  BQf 
mottier  and  nij-H^lf  u  welcome,  joyous  in  pre* 
portion  to  our  anxiety. 

"  This  must  be  your  Itome  in  future,"  1  nU 
to  him. 

"  Till  my  own  can  be  built  up,  I  accept  juw 
ofier  with  many  thanks,"  he  replied}  "butl 
Lov«  Domreniy,  and  Uiough  they  Itave  destroyed 
tiie  produce,  they  rouliln't  carry  off  the  soil; 
there  is  Die  Utile  field  to  till  yet,  which  I  boU 
under  the  Seigneur  of  Bourlemoat.  who  wiU 
uot  lie  the  hanler  master  to  me  for  what  ha* 
happened  within  tlieso  few  dayx." 

"You  have  found  means,  then,  to  do  him 
good  service  ?"  I  luked. 

"  Ay,    replied   liei    "notwithstanding    tbt 
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wwnitig  the  Seigneur  had  from  Janjiii^min,  h« 
wa»  forced  to  defend  hb  chateau  rather  than 
afaaadoB  it.  His  lady,  and  a  young  demoiselle. 
hy  name,  I  thtok,  de  la  Minllerayp.  wore  absent 
with  an  old  relation  in  the  nuighbourtiood,  tend- 
ing her  in  a  «udilcn  itickneM ;  thuy  had  with  thcui 
the  escort  of  Pierre  <l'Arc,  and  two  or  three  of 
the  mnt-at-anns :  hut.  liad  the  Seigneur  quitt«d 
the  castle,  he  feared  tJiey  would  have  no  ptace 
of  refuge,  or  might  como  thither  and  find  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bui*^ndiun».  and  bo  be  taken 
themselves.  We  know  liow  the  soldiery  on 
both  side*  hav«  treated  even  the  nobkst ;  no 
wondM'  the  Seigneur  should  ri^  idl  for  a  cliance 
of  •ovtng  his  wife  and  guest,  his  own  relation, 
too,  I  believe." 

"  The  poor  ladies  did  escape,  I  trugt,"  said  I. 

''  Tlie  morning  aA«r  they  h««d  burned  Dom- 
reray."  said  Conrardin,  "  when,  in  Hpite  of  my 
party,  1  was  obliged  to  run  for  my  life,  so  angry 
were  they  at  finding  nothing  to  plunder.  I  saw 
that  a  p«rty  of  forty  or  fiAy  bad  begun  to  make 
their  hut«  of  boughs  and  earth  before  the  castle. 
no  doubt  with  the  intent  of  besieging  it.  I 
CMiId  not  get  admiltanrc  through  their  camp 
to  speak  with  the  Seigneur  ;  they  would  have 
banged  me  for  betraying  tjiem,  so  I  waited  about 
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OD  the  ouUkirto,  hupiiig  to  render  some  servioi 
■od  nv«  tometliing  for  m>-  landlord,  Uiougb  1 
had  to«t  all  for  mj-self.  Towards  the  ereniig 
I  got  nearer  to  the  walU,  and  otw  of  ths  <nf> 
ders  kmw  me. 

"  '  You  would  help  the  Udj  of  Bourleraflt 
in  a  etmit?'  lie  lukul. 

"  '  Ay,  marry,  would  1,"  I  answered. 

"  -  Tlivii  ki!e|>  a  look-out,  and  if  j-os 
such  a  part)-,  tell  Uiem  to  keep  away  toll 
niglit,  and  then  dash  for  Uie  wicket.'  Till] 
nights,  you  kacm,  ar«  moonlight ;  m>  t  got  b> 
the  top  of  a  liill  and  kept  watch.  .Soon  aftir 
duitk  I  fancied  I  heard  a  part)-  coming  near  bjt 
tint  road  close  under  me.  I  could  Kurcely] 
(listinguish  them,  hut  I  ran  with  all  my  might.] 
and  had  just  time  to  give  my  meesage. 

"  I  watched  still,  and  as tlie moon  roee  higher' 
I  BEW  the  better.    At  midnight  Pi«rre  aud  tb* 
party  puihcd  fum-anl-^lic  leading,  and  a  gooi] 
raan-ut-ttrms   in  the  rear.     1  saw   the  widntj 
open,  but  tiw  bcsicgen  were  ftoon  on  tlie  alert  i 
they  ruslied  at  onco  to  Uie  place  with  the  hope 
of  capturing  prbonen,  and  |>erltaps  »f  enterinf] 
Uie  castl*^  at  the  nme  moment.     Luckily, 
councils  seemed  divide ;  some  cried  '  To  tfa> ' 
castle !'  others,  '  Seize  them  ;  they  will  surrw- 
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d«r  tlieo  V  Half-u~dou>ii  from  the  tittle  gurri- 
MO  aallied,  Bourlemont  himwlf  »t  thrir  hi'tul ; 
they  kept  tiit)  ruail  oleai',  aiid  in  u»  iiixUuit  the 
lady  and  two  of  tlie  in«n-at-amia  were  within, 
but  the  danioiaelle  had  been  pulled  from  her 
hone. 

"  I  mw  I^orre's  sword  full  tlikk  and  threcfotd 
around  hini  on  her  capton,  and  he  managed  to 
dng  I»er  nearer  aud  nearer  to  the  wickt-t,  wliera 
the  fight  was  still  )u>l,  for  iiome  of  the  Burgun- 
djfuis  had  thrust  in  weapons,  and  even  their 
ova  bodies,  to  preyent  Its  being  closed.  Just 
at  that  instant,  the  Seigneur  of  Bourletnont, 
who.  no  doubt,  )iad  thouglit  most  for  his  wife 
at  first,  made  an  «0brt  with  tlirei;  or  four  frv^h 
man  who  luid  coiiw  to  his!  Kucoour,  ton^  the 
damoisclle  away,  and  even  Pierre,  wounded  a» 
he  wa.t,  was  dragged  in  with  lier ;  and  I  saw 
tfae  wicket  nmde  &at  again.  They  had  asked 
nie  some  odd  questions  during  tlie  day ;  and, 
as  they  might  plainly  sec  there  wan  a  plan  in 
this  escape,  I  made  off  as  soon  as  I  knew  that 
all  was  safe,  aad  got  buck  by  a  roundabout 
way  to  Domremy.  Though  I  could  get  nothing 
but  wator  to  nrfrt'idi  me,  I  was  glad  to  make 
myself  a  bed  in  tlie  thickest  part  of  the  ruins; 
and  thv  next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  was 
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up,  aot  off  to  gat  liere  ;  but,  uAer  I  luul  ftmi 
tlirough  Greux,  wlivre  I  found  n  liolf-butat 
kaf,  tiiat  its  poor  owner  couU  hare  no  nmt 
Me  for " 

"We  won't  talk  of  these  things."  I  mttf> 
rupted  him,  with  a  shudder. 

"  So.  Qo."  be  replied ;  "  my  h«nrt  u  u  sek 
of  thinn  lu  j-our's  can  be.  AAcr  1  had  got  oa 
thi«  iiKlfl  of  Greux,  two  or  three  itngglen,  irbo 
had  <lr«&k  wine  enough  to  make  them  the  mott  J 
mischievous,  spied  me ;  luckily,  the  arrow 
one  of  them  sjied  after  me  was  not  Tory  i 
aimed,  but  they  Iteld  me  in  cliaco,  and  fbread  i 
to  crom  Uie  river,  near  to  whoro  their  Cat 
were  bunung  and  plundvring.  It  was  wall  I 
la*t  were  too  busy  to  nuu-k  tne,  tliough  my  pur- 
Huera  khoutvd  like  dcnls  to  bring  tbem  on  mat 
but  I  t<Mk  a  round  out  of  their  way.  and.  with 
my  bit  of  loaf,  lingered  about  in  the  wooiU  that 
day  and  the  next,  till  they  were  dear  off. 
or.  at  least,  not  in  my  path  to  rtop  me  fnon 
coming  to  you." 

-'  And  tho  castle  of  Bourlemunt?"  1  asked. 

"  I  pray  they  may  liold  out,  but  1  know  w 
more  than  1  have  told  you,"  said  Conranlin. 

"Rest   tlten   liere,"    said   I.   after  a   littk 
thought ;  "  my  mother  will   take  care  of  you. 
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and  you  DPed  it.  Goodbyo."  My  mother  wished 

clietli  my  tle[iiirtum. 

"  1  know  well  wtwL  you  would  urge,  dear  m<»- 
ther,"  said  I  to  her ;  **  but  remember  tiieir  dan- 
ger at  Bourlemoot ;  I  shall  run  no  risk ;  1  only 
go  to  Robert  de  Beudricouit  at  Vuucoulpurt ;  he 
may  be  able  to  reli«ve  thorn  ffxim  tiieir  peril,  at 
least ;  as  the  caj>taiu  of  this  country,  he  ought  to 
know  of  it.  If  it  were  only  for  the  sake  of 
Pivm;  d'Arc  I  would  not  be  idlv.  Look  to  Con- 
rardin ;  I  iiroinisc  you  to  come  buck  safe.*"  ^ 
saying,  I  embraced  Ihotn  and  wet  off. 

My  way  was  free.  1  arrived  at  \''aucouleara 
in  an  hour,  and  was  admitted  to  liie  ProTost, 
but  my  intelligence  Itad  been  anti<:ipated ;  lie 
had  already  uwH-mblod  a  body  of  men  to  clear 
the  country,  and  I  had  the  saliffaction  of  re- 
tuniing  with  them  as  far  us  Maxey,  and  see* 
ing  them  on  tlie  road  to  Bourlemont  and  Dom* 
remy. 

Without  «topping  to  do  more  than  calm  the 
foan  of  uiy  mother  by  asfuring  iicr  tliat  I  had 
motive  to  keep  out  of  dan^r,  and  bidding 

T  not  to  exjMct  me  for  a  day,  1  prepared  to 
follow  the  route  of  the  soldiery.  I  wa<  obliged, 
in  compliance  with  her  anxiettc*,  to  wait  a  little 
longer  for  refreshment,  and  a  wallet  with  some 
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Iiuin1>l«  fare  in  it,  and  th«n  I  Mt  &irlf  ufT  ia  the 
track. 

1  overtook  tlie  troops,  and  in  somewhat  mor* 
than  two  liours  we  had  passed  tbrougli  Grvux 
and  were  cnlcriDg  the  hamlet.  Tlte  itivad«n 
liad  vntin'l)-  abandoned  tlw  roads  ;  one  or  two 
were  pickisd  up  who  had  cndeAvmirwl  to  bide 
themwclvDS  frotu  an  advance,  and  from  them  we 
learned  that  tlie  main  body'  had  already  guoe 
again  towards  the  north,  although  tlte  detach- 
ment  before  thecasUe  of  Bourlemont  Iwd  waited 
in  thu  liupc  to  carrj-  it  by  assault  tlte  previou* 
night,  aiKl  tlion  to  eRtablish  in  it  a  Burgumliaa 
post  fur  future  operation*. 

It  waa  with  a  throbbing  lieort  that  I  went  on 
to  witness  the  event  of  such  anticipatiotu,  and 
greatly,  indeed,  was  I  (.'heervd  witli  tin-  sight  of 
the  banner  of  Bovrlenioiit  still  waving  on  tlie 
tower,  and  the  Burgundiona  still  wali:hing  about  ^M 
tlifir  liut«  on  the  outside,  The  walls  were,  in*  ^^ 
deed,  black  and  in  pUu.'iis  crumbling.  Ia^ 
trws  had  been  slung  agoiDSt  tlwm  as  battering 
rams,  and  others  had  been  fired  an<l  cast  btaung 
against  the  parts  most  likely  to  consume,  wliile 
fierce  assaults  were  made  under  cover  of  tha 
oonfusion. 

Both  parties  seemed  to  Iiave  been  forced  tu 
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truce  by  Ehe«r  weartDoa.  So  exhausted  were 
tiie  assailants,  that  not  only  did  they  oRvr 
scarody  any  resistaoce  to  our  mora  ouinerous 
force,  but  appeared  incapable  of  an  attempt  at 
mooenflti  flight. 

Baudricouit,  a  ttcm  scJdier,  would  receive 
thorn  upon  no  coiulitiou  short  of  ahM>!ut«>  jtur- 
render,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  whith  be- 
loDgvd  to  tlio  war,  and  which  was  geoerally 
acted  upoti  nt  that  pi-riod,  of  expiating  the  m- 
vagnt  that  liad  huen  ciirninitt«d  by  the  death  of 
as  many  of  th«  prisoners  as  he  might  consider 
just.  Although  their  crime  was  not  accounted 
robbery  in  war,  hopeless  defeat  entailed  upon 
tliem  an  e<]ual  punishment,  and  five  of  these 
unfortunates  wcro  doomed  to  add  to  the  already 
horrible  aqicct  of  <-acb  detoktw)  villagi'. 

Five  w«T«  hangeil  ujkju  a  Hcurched  tree  at  the 
entranop  uf  Domrcmy,  a^  many  were  in  the 
■amc  manner  offered  to  the  manes  of  the  vic- 
tim.t  at  Greux.  The  re?t  were  1«1  to  expiate 
their  own  mi^lecds,  or  tho«c  of  their  fellows,  in 
the  dungtvnx  of  V'auooui'^urit. 

In  the  rnidnt  of  tho»e  dreadful  scenes,  I  en- 
joyed  tomething  like  a  gleam  of  satisfacrtion. 
Bourlemont  was  saved.  I  could  be  the  Iwarer 
of  the  newB  to  Jeannette  that  tlwugh  her  brother 
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WW  wouiidetl,  Ite  mu  rather  wrerat;  than 
geronalj  hurt.  I  could  tell  her,  too,  that  ha 
had  brought  Iionour  to  liig  family  hy  his  ooara^. 
Hy  poor  liulc  charge,  Coletto,  atill  brawhad 
upon  ttie  couch,  which  had  b(>ea  rend^r«d  mod! 
tolciable  by  Uto  can  af  tliti  pcaukotry  of  Maxey, 
aad  tlie  valley,  desolate  as  it  appeared,  waant 
least  rid  of  its  cruel  visiters.  W'itb  the  joyful 
alacrity  of  a  bearer  of  good  tidings,  I  made  my 
way  through  tlic  foro«t  to  NoufobAttiau. 

In  a  pasture  withiti  the  precincts  I  racogtiiutl 
the  cattle  of  Jacques  d'Arc,  and  soon  tla*  little 
peasant  girl  that  watched  Utem.  Hiie  directed 
me  to  the  bouse  whore  my  frirads  had  for  tlte 
time  fbun<l  shelter.  The  cotnmoD  room  of  ■ 
wry  humble  inn  cunbuned  tho  whole  &mtly  ex- 
cept Ji'iuinettv. 

Notwititstajtding  tlie  unusual  Qumbtr  of 
guests,  the  place  was  more  than  onliDBrilyclaaa 
and  well  arranged,  thanks,  as  tlie  hastens  coo 
fesfied,  to  the  care  which  Jeaonette  tiad  taken, 
not  merely  of  the  comforts  of  lier  porents, 
to  allow  her  gratitude,  and  prvvetit  trouble 
tbose  who  tutd  roovivol  lliem  in  tltuir  diiifiM. 
This  was  tlie  first  reply  to  my  inquiry  aftar  hsr 
health  and  safely,  for  Madame  la  RouaM  poa- 
tessad  her  full  sitare  of  the  taUiatiT(oeM  of  a 
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f,  wd,  pleasMl  with  her  subjoct,  i^xpa- 
ujXMi  the  quaJittm  of  Jeanmmu,  whil« 
her  parent*  were  sileut,  and,  as  it  Kcumed  to  m«, 
sorrowful  listeners. 

But  the  news  of  Pierre  and  of  Domrem;,  a* 
wall  OB  my  own  adventures.  Huperseded  for  the 
moment  even  the  discourse  of  tlie  loquacious 
dome.  I  told  all  of  inturest  as  briefly  a£  poMible, 
tltat  my  Itenrers  might  be  at  mue  on  all  tli« 
morv  e*si>ntial  points  1  luuJ  to  Mpeak  of. 

Tltey  accepted  what  I  liad  done,  or  endea* 
voured.  with  a  gratitude  titat  bound  us  more 
|tt^ther  tlian  ever. 

"  He  must  be  our  son,"  «aid  Jacques,  "  be 
has  done  us  all  tho  duty  of  a  eon  already." 

"  Do  nut  eitlier  of  you   mind   Jeannette's 

\  maniwr  now ;   we  cannot  tell    how  she   may 

welcome  you,"  said  Isabel  j  "  we  have  made  up 

our   minds,   Jacques   bas  said   so,  not  to  be 

hasty," 

"  Why,  to  eay  tii«  trutli,"  ob«r\-«I  he,  "I 
confess  she  bos  a  little  got  tlie  better  of  me ; 
all  seamed  very  unn^asuiiable  till  we  tieard  that 
alarm  from  your  uncle,  and  then  someltow  or 
otlier,  iflie  seemed  tlie  clearest  and  wisest  of  us 
all.  She  owea  me  duty,  and  1  know  —  I  hope 
some  day  site  will  pay  it  as  sbe  ought,  aad  I  am 
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sure  she  ou^ltt  to  Inve  irou  now,  Jacques  Abd' 
if  she  never  did  before,  added  to  whicti  I  will 
be  obeyed  when  I  am  in  the  right,  but  just 
now  she  is  restlees  and  impaticmt  —  your  dcti», 
though,  will  do  her  good^ahc  yMrns  Mkv  uiy 
child  for  her  hum«." 

"  BMftuM*  tliiH  is  w  fur  from  Vaucoulcun ; 
I  heanl  h«r  say  to,"  hunt  in  Mndaine  la 
Rouase,  n-lio  had  no  idea  of  any  conference  tint 
could  need  her  withdrawing  or  even  pretending 
not  to  listeD.  "  A.ad  you  say  right,  Maitrr 
JiwqUfiit,  she  is  restlees  nnd  impatient,  not  but 
she  iK  M  meek  and  humbli'  us  if  the  vterv  a  Hir- 
vant  of  die  Iiuum!.  aiid  ti^n  timos  man  so  titan 
moat  of  Uie  wonche*.  and  doe*  twioo  tu  mudi 
wor)t,  and  more  nillingly,  besides  taking  tilt 
hones  and  cattle  to  pasture,  and  fetcliiiig  them 
back ;  but  she  is,  as  you  say,  restleea.  Om 
irotdd  tliink  all  these  matters  were  enough  te 
4!inpluy  livr,  but  no  sooner  is  nil  clear  and  (lon*< 
and  I  n«ver  Raw  an  <:n>d  to  \he  n-ork  of  an  'am 
before,  but  slie  ia  off  to  the  churoh  of  thr  mm- 
dicant  friam  tlvat  is  cbse  by ;  sho  u  gone  uow 
to  i-oiift'Es,  she  says,  though  it  i*  the  third  tim* 
stDMshe  liHs  tMren  in  Neufch&teau,  and  1  don't 
see  what  she  can  hax-«  to  coofMS.  Oat»  or 
twice  a  year  is  very  w«ll.  unleaa  ooe  &lk  into 
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terrible  temptation" — here  Madame  la  Rousse 
crossed  herself — "or  mthst  one  were  a  lad; 
out  and  out,  and  had  nothing  i-W  to  do ;  and 
then  j'ou  know  one  might  tliink  of  sin*  lialf  the 
day,  and  confess  them  the  other  half,  as  I  sup- 
pose man]'  such  do  for  want  uf  better  employ- 
ment ;  but,  bless  her  heort !  she  can't  have 
had  time  to  dream  uf  any  miM-hief  since  ttheha^ 
be«n  henv  and  «>  afFeetionate.  and  bo  good,  and 
to  obedient !  but,  [lerhapa  it  is  with  one'^  (.-on- 
scieane  aji  it  iK  with  the  hou»^.  when  it  is  all  of 
a  mti»,  why  it  can 't  be  helped,  ami  one  lets  it 
go  till  it  must  be  cleaned  out  altogetlier,  but 
when  it  is  pretty  tidy,  why  one  notieea  the  lea^it 
bit  of  dust,  and  it  must  be  wiped  away  accord- 
bgly." 

'*  Vaucouleurs,"  murmured  Jacques  d'Are, 
sadly  looking  at  IsBbcl,  as  souii  ax  the  jjiurrutous 
lady  had  talked  herself  out  of  bn>nth.  Isabel 
appeared  to  be  worn  with  the  thought,  but  the 
met  her  husband's  look  with  one  that  endem- 
Toured  at  resignation. 

'-Itisnatuial,too,"shesaid,  perhaps  to ehange 
the  subjottt,  "  that  those  who  are  turned  out  of 
all,  should  look  for  consolation  among  such  of 
our  teachers  as  make  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to 
I  beg  their  broad  themselves ;  tlie  poor  may  learn 
I  VOL,  I.  W 
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ooDteot  from  thotc  who  have  choMu  p(yv«rt7 
themaelves."  ^M 

■■  Wife — I«)>el,"  interrupted  Jacques  rathi^B 
hastily,  "  I  am  not  altogether  blind  ;  there  is  a 
•omethiug  fi^iting  in  her  miad  tiiat  makee  bar 
go  there  to  trj'  aiid  get  jieare  ;  perhaps,  to  b» 
sure,"  be  continued  more  placidly.  "  we  oagttt 
to  be  glad  that  ehe  lias  so  much  grHc«  to  TmI 
tliat  what  she  wishes  is  not  altogetiMr  rigbt. 
tint  may  *ave  )»er  and  us  too—  me,  at  leaM. 
Since  tliis  last  trial,  and  seeing  huw  vrtHl  tbt 
has  l>ehavMl  in  it,  huw  she  not  only  ordend 
even,'  thing  at  first,  but  has  cheered  and  gmd* 
iiirted  us  nror  since,  I  ieol  ttiat  I  should  not  li 
long  if  any  tiling  wen>  to  happen  to  iMtr." 

This  time  even  Madame  la  Roune  did  not 
break  the  silence,  hut,  seeing  we  wen  all  dia- 
poaed  to  avoi<l  reply,  and  for  once  not  knowing 
what  to  say  heraelf.  she  went  to  find 
aksewliere. 

After  a  few  minutes  Jeannette  appea: 
the  door.     She  shrunk  back  as  sbe  saw  me, 
•he  ittcovenid  herself  in  a  moment,  and  ami 
bada  me  welcome,  though  with  a  coldnoia  tbM 
was  not  to  ba  mistaken.    It  was  plain  tint  sbe 
even  desired  it  to  be  undentood. 

It  chilled  mo  even  to  a  feeling  of  sioknaes  at 
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the  moment,  but  1  reoorered  u  «i>«cclU;  as  I 
could.  anH,  when,  from  anstrerLqg  her  fint 
almost  heedless  question  of  new*,  1  Wi>nt  on  to 
apeak  of  her  father's  house,  of  Pierre,  and  the 
oaUa  of  Bourlemont.  and  of  poor  little  Colette, 
lita  forgot  all  cause  for  distance  between  us,  ahe 
thanked  me  warmly,  praieed  me  earnestly,  and 
at  last  laid  her  hand  on  my  shoulder,  and  suf- 
Aved  ber  t«an  to  flow  imreetrainfid. 

CuuM  I  admit  a  thought  of  doubt  at  such  a 
moment  ?  Her  swcvt  words  vnsre  in  my  ears, 
tfas  piidv  of  Uvem  swf-Ued  my  heart,  her  haitd 
Innkbled  in  iu  prtrMur*.  Jac(]u»  saw  it,  and 
would  have  Hiiokvn,  would  have  rtM.>n  and 
clasped  us  botli,  but  Isabel  put  \wr  arms  round 
his  neck  and  withheld  him,  but  ev«n  Iitabol 
lookod  happy.    I  could  not  doubt. 

Jeannette  recovered  herself,  aiid  bashfully 
Btreated  from  me.  1  went  on,  I  spoke  of 
Baudrieourt  i  her  eager  interest  was  instantly 
awakened.  What  was  his  age,  his  look,  his 
manner  ?  I  described  the  soldier  of  forty,  with 
bis  ii-on  feetur^,  his  brow  somewhat  high  and 
bald,  hifl  cold  giey  eye  and  compressed  mouth, 
his  rigid  bearing,  his  habit  of  command,  ax>d, 
of  all,  I  told  of  the  axecutioD  lie  had 
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Jeannetto   app«ai«d   disappointed,    embar- 
rassml,  shocked.    Jacques  had  watched  her  eai 
nestness  of   question,   and   the  ©ffet-t   of 
replies,     Willi  the  latter  he  wa«  overjojad. 

"  Thw,"  he  exclaimed,  "  ia  the  provort,  H 
captain  of  Vaucouleurs,  Jeaonette,  and  such 
"ly  girl,  is  the  soldier  obliged  to  be ;  who  of  i 
would  change  our   kind  thoug;Iit«  and 
without  them,  Jeatmette,  jrou  know  we  could 
ni-ver  pmy  tnU)-,  for  such  action*,  and  unoog 
HUich  pet)jile?" 

Jeaunettv  loo}c«l  at  him  tendeHjr,  and  wu 
ritent.  Tlte  kind  fatlier  wui  .tatiifiwi  with  whal 
III*  considered  hit  victory,  and  during  tiie  pp- 
niainder  of  one  happy  day  gave  no  hint  of  any 
subject  tliat  might  awaken  an  unpleA^aut 
thought  amongst  us.  I  had  gained  more  than  my 
former  esteem  in  the  mind  of  .leannette  ;  I  n* 
■lelighted  to  feel  it.  and  gmteful  to  Jacquee  and 
to  all .  that  they  entered  upon  nothing  tJiat  couM 
disturb  my  delicious  fancies.  At  Ivugtit  wv 
separated  to  rest,  having  agrMHl  that  in  Uie 
morning  the  herds  should  he  driven  back  tn 
their  old  pastures,  and  tliat  we  nhoukl  enttr 
once  more  upon  the  dwelling  which  PiwrideoM 
had  spared  in  the  liamlvt,  and  whieh  all  Ht 
owners  wi're  anxious  to  avow  1  had  be«fn  ita  to* 
strument  to  save. 
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But  of  all  hopes  Jrannf^ttv'a  Hecmi^d  to  bii 
tli«  liveliest  sfi  well  bs  the  swoctt'xt,  to  nfTord 
succour  and  tending  to  our  poor  little  friend 
Wliut  bliss  was  in  my  prayers,  my  thoughts, 
that  nigitt '  in  tb«  drOLms  thnt  did  not  begin  tilt 
the  nioming !  Our  bodies  are  as  unfit  to 
wreHtie  with  our  tninds  when  vigorous  in  joy 
and  hope,  as  when  stiniutnted  by  any  of  the 
fiercer  passions. 

1  was  awakened  before  the  dawn  from  the 
deep  sleep  wiiich  succeeded  my  first  feverisli 
restlessness  by  the  preparations  for  departure. 
The  aasemblage  of  the  people,  the  lowing  of  the 
diatnrbed  herds,  the  quick  and  cheerful  calls 
from  end  to  end  of  the  street,  aroused  me  j 
I  was  not  long  io  joining  my  friends,  ttnd  lend- 
ing my  assistance  for  the  depnrtun*.  Madame 
la  Rousac  was  honestly  sorry  to  part  with  her 
guists,  and  even  accepted  less  from  them  than 
they  tendered  for  the  shelter  she  had  afibrded 
them. 

"  If  you  gave  me  nothing  but  your  tliankj< 
and  goo<l  wislies,  I  should  be  quite  satisfied  at 
suchatime,"  she  said.  "  but,  at  all  events.  I'll 
take  no  profit  from  the  unhappy.  Nay.  nay," 
die  continued  to  Jacques,  who  still  tendered 
the  disputed  trifle.  "  perhaps  I  have  in  my  time 
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token  rather  more  than  my  wines  and  meat 
might  be  worth  from  those  who  couki  afford  it, 
and  I  may  even  have  told  a  Gb  or  two  as  to 
my  liquors,  when  the  charge  was  disputed,  for  it 
tsa  sin  to  wa^  good  wine  upon  those  who  can't 
taste  it.  and  no  need  to  let  'em  liare  all  they 
order  to  do  'em  barm,  and  better  they  should 
pay  for  more  than  lees  to  make  them  rem^nber 
it.  I  mayn't  be  tun  that  I  diell  not  have 
some  mieh  ternptotioi)*  again,  so  let  this  go,  and 
the  saints,"  »lie  concluded,  with  u  look  apwardi 
which  was  meant  to  be  pious,  "  will,  perba|H, 
put  any  little  difference  to  my  account  in  the 
matter  of  over-re>ckoniiigs.  aa  tlie  wiite- merchant 
does  for  the  lees  of  the  casks.  |  'm  sure  t  'vn 
been  \-ery  much  edified  since  jou  *ve  been  here, 
and  I  warrant  me  shall  know  my  duties  better 
an  long  as  I  live." 

In  the  same  understanding  of  truce  with 
which  we  had  parted,  we  met  in  the  morning, 
and  walked  through  the  fbre«t  into  the  open 
valley.  It  was  a  heautifui  autumn  momtng, 
from  which  the  mist  Koon  ruUod,  and  Ivft  a 
cheering  sunshine.  Slowly  as  our  caralcado 
(norcd  along,  1  wished  tlie  <listance  doablMl, 
for,  thoQ^i  at  fint  Jeannette  received  me  with 
an  aSbrt,  yet  alte  aoon  took  up  a  tone  of  calm 
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kindnesa,  ev«n  of  confiding  re«p»ct,  which  rmAc. 
our  intercourse  a»  un«n)bam3»«id  ns  it  waa  tie* 
lightful.  Jacques  d'Aro,  auraly  as  pkased  a*  I 
mj-self  at  our  intimacjr.  took  (^ood  care  that  we 
were  not  diBturbe<),  only  now  and  then  walking 
up,  and  giWng  a  Rioment*a  praiae  or  aSfection 
to  Jeannette.  that  abe  might  see  how  happy 
lier  conduct  made  him.  How  tenderly  did  she 
receirc  hiE  caraasing  speeches,  yvt  sighed  as  she 
looked  after  him !  1. 

When  be  was  quito  away  from  u»,  she  quwa- 
tioDcd  mc  again  of  Baudricourt,  but.  I  hod  no- 
thing  to  ndd,  and  L-uidd  only  confirm  wliat  I  had 
•aid  of  him.  Thvn  »1h;  Iwcamu  silent  again, 
till  till'  sweet  nir  of  Uic  moming,  the  gvuial 
wnnntli  of  th«  sun,  the  beauty  of  the  woods,  the 
cheerful  c«iU  and  songs  of  tlie  birds,  and,  above 
all,  tlie  tlioiight  of  a  home  which  she  evi- 
dently recurred  to  as  she  liadleft  it,  called  forth 
some  words  of  pleasure  end  thankfulness. 

I  did  uot  know  how  to  disabuse  her  of  this 
image,  whicli  she  retained  even  with  tlie  idea  of 
Colette'sauiTerings.  which  wheiieversbe spoke  of, 
■he  urged  on  the  cattle,  or  ejwtke  to  her  neigh- 
bours, to  quicken  the  j)ace  of  the  troop.  But  we 
passed  the  magnificent  beecli,  "  beautiful  as  the 
littes,"  as  one  of  her  admuriog  fellow  country- 
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men  afterwards  calted  it  in  his  evidence,  oa 
which  were  yet  withfring  imdirturbed  Gome 
chaplcts  and  garlamtfi,  which  Colutto  luid  her 
young  playfflllowB  h«d  sooie  days  before  hung 
there,  lUid  we  bunt  upon  tbo  open  view.  Jean- 
nette  fur  a  moment  stood  without  adntacing 
andtn>mblud. 

"Tlioy  liavc  done  Uiis.  and  for  what?"  ihe 
said,  and  ki^pt  xileiitly  gazing  again. 

Others,  ai  tliey  came  up,  and  for  the  first  tinw 
helicvud  their  tosaes  by  sigtiL,  gave  veut  tu  tlieir 
feelings  aloud.  Some  wrung  their  hands  and 
wept,  some  looked  anxiously  a\oog  the  altvrMl 
outlines,  to  trat.e,  if  po>ssibIe,  the  extent  of  thuir 
own  private  misfortune.  Isabel  looked  in  u-rrur, 
Jai-t^ues  sjwke  in  liujte,  whidt  was  echoed  by  lat 
sons. 

"  We  have  our  limbs  safe,  and  U»e  winter  won't 
set  in  just  yet,"  he  said ;  "tlie  Seigneur  of  Uourle- 
mont  will  be  kind  tu  us,  I  warrant,  about  the 
wood  we  shall  wnnt,  we  shall  alt  gvt  housed 
before  the  cold  weather.  I  don't  epvak  because 
my  itouse  is  left  stamling,  it  is  ev«;ry  body't 
house  as  mui'h  as  mine,  till  we  gvt  up  tbe  nat 
of  the  hamlet." 

Bat  some  could  not  so  be  oomfortetl : 
wiM«  tJte  old  who  had  lost  tlie  dweUIngt  in  wt 
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Hiejf  were  bom  j  there  were  those,  not  the  weak- 
ert  in  mind,  to  whom  the  old  places  were  jiart  of 
the  nffectioRE.  Jeannette's  voice  was  heard  for 
a  moment  above  their  wail,  and  the  speech  of  the 
cattle  recognizing  their  accustomed  pasture. 
It  wa»  clear  and  ringing,  rather  high  in  its  tone, 
but  very  melodious. 

"  We  muKt  mourn,"  she  said,  "  because  we  are 
foolish,  and  cannot  tear  away  our  souls  from 
these  uncertain  things;  we  must  wonder, and  be 
afraid  that  men  are  so  wicked ;  it  is  very  terrible, 
becauj<c  wc  cannot  tell  why  they  are  permitted 
to  be  so ;  bxit  there  is,  there  must  b*',  I  know 
there  is  a  something  to  coine,  to  whi<?h  nil  tliia  is 
a«  nothing,  a  (tWp  to  be  wakened  out  of,  ai>  in* 
xtant's  pain  to  smile  at  as  the  scratch  of  a  thorn. 
The  struggle  is  hani  too,"  she  continued,  as  she 
lot>lie<l  on  those  around  her,  "  while  we  have  ni- 
better  strength  to  bear  it ;  but  we  non«  of  w 
felt  our  sorrows  till  they  came  before  our  eye* ;  w 
it  not  90  with  oar  joys?  Oh  that  we  all  could 
see  them,  however  distant  !*' 

She  knelt  down  by  the  road  side,  many  foU. 
lowed  lier  example,  and  those  who  did  not 
lifted  thc^r  caps,  and  *too<l  silently  at  t}ie  act  of 
devotion,  in  whieli,  from  want  of  habit,  they  were 
too  foolislily  bashful  to  join.     Soon  all  arose. 
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und  •Kith  Eubdued  hearts,  yet  qiuckmed  steps, 
puraued  tliinr  way  to  the  htunlrt. 

Certaiuly  I  luul  iuvreT  fdt  the  ruin  b«fon,  u 
I  felt  it  now ;  wh«o  the  beauty  of  nature  and 
tlw  animation  or  all  that  should  oecupy  th«  plar<> 
fo  Ktroi^ly  oontrastod  with  its  desolation.  W« 
Kaid  little  more  til]  w^  came  to  th«  «pot  nuukm) 
by  Baudricourt's  memonal  of  Timgcann\  At 
th«  near  upprauch  to  tlw  bodies  on  tlu;  true,  a 
grnan  of  pity  bunt  from  the  tlirong. 

"Alas!  alftj.!"  said  Jacque*  d'Arc,  "that 
such  a  night  as  this  should  make  trea  this 
wretchedness  look  worse:  we  forgfive  the  poor 
knaves,  who.  perhaps,  only  did  their  leaders*  bid- 
ding [  it  b  not  fit  that  the  memory  should  be  kept 
up  among  us.  lu  this  vnlk>y  «c  )mve  had  two 
parties,  it  b  true,  and  wo  haw  quarrelled  now 
and  tiien,  but  not  hatod  to  take  away  life,  and 
death  is  here  brought  to  our  very  doore  to  keep 
up  the  damnable  enmity." 

"  Robert  d«  Baudricourt  has  put  thnn  there 
for  an  cxampli*,"  said  a  hard-featured  old  man 
at  his  elbow. 

*■  Tluit  may  be  followed  two  ways,  neighbour," 
answered  Jacques  j  "  such  scarecrows  are  more 
terror  to  peaceful  people  than  to  those  tliat 
make  a  trade  of  violence." 
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"  The  CnptuiD  of  Vaucouleun  hm  put  tlwiii 
there ;  it  would  ang«r  liim  sore  to  rcmorc  tla-m," 
ofaeerved  tlie  old  nuui  iloggudly. 

"  May  be,  may  be,"  mid  Jacques ;  "  there  are 
noue  liiire  that  wouU  venture  to  contflod  witii 
•uch  as  hej  but  1  wiHh  their  own  frieiids  had 
tbein  for  clu-ietjaa  burial." 

He  nid  no  mur«,  but  h«  and  his  sum  wvre 
not  ut  hoiDu  that  night,  wlien  all  else  were  quiet  -, 
tL  new  gravw  loo  wa»  half  hiddeo  by  some  of  the 
H  rubbish  in  the  diurcbytird,  and  tlie  bodii-«  wert^ 

I  out  on  the  tree  the  next  morning,  but  no  one 

^^^^ww  to  notice  it.  And  a  mass  was  mid  in  ihi! 
^^^^piuch  of  (jrcu.x,  wliich  was  not  quite  destn^^, 
fur  the  souls  of  all  wi  both  ciden,  wlio  bad  perish- 
ed in  this  incunioo. 

1  had  kept  dose  by  Jeannette's  side,  as  she 
hod  come  up  to  tbu  disgusting  spectacle.  Her 
check  gntw  anhen  pal«  for  the  inumeiit,  and  i>)i« 
clutched  my  arm  to  make  surt>  of  support ;  but 
■he  made  an  effort,  and  then  looked  with  a  »k-(t- 
fast  interest  on  the  dead  men's  faces.  Tiie  staid, 
serious  ramostness  of  her  face  would  liuvc  told 
the  most  ribald  obscrvrr,  thnt  tier'x  wa*  no  vulgar 
curiosity.  "  How  strangely  placid  !  and  for  such 
a  deatli !"  A»  wliispered  in  an  awe-strtick  mur- 
mur. 
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.  It  was  so.     None  of  the  faces  were  vtoltntly    ' 
distorted,  iheJr  terror  was  in  Uicir  fixed  Uan 
quiility.     Few  uf  them  guvc  littlv  utlwr  ideft,  bnt 
one  younger  and  well  [caturtil  aliuo^t  c«ein«d  U> 
Wear  a  iiiDili;. 

"  It  is  as  if  even  they  were  at  peac«,"  wid 
Jeanaett« ;  "  Heaven  send  tliat  they  be  !" 
■  •  -  S)ie  logked  once  more  long  and  anxiously,  a* 
if  *1h'  winlu-tl  to  confirm  tliat  tl>ouglit.  llien  gave 
a  slight  shudder,  and  walked  on  tu  wlitsp^J^j 
her  father  and  brotJiera.  ^^^| 

We  began  to  thread  our  way  tluruugh  ibe 
encumberi^d  street,  wh^n  one  approavhtxl  to  gnwt 
the  lamily  whom  all  rejoiced  tu  ntuet.  Ttliewai 
a  (pare,  active'looking  countryman  rather  above 
thirty,  with  a  Italc  and  handsome  face,  aa  swarthy 
as  niort  Inboun^rs'  with  lits  tiil,  over  which  bk 
black  hair  <:lu9t4^red  in  short  curls,  and  whtw 
oounUrtiance  seemed  of  right  alln-d  to  tlie  fatnity 
of  Arc,  though  it  bor«  no  featured  rentnUanca, 
by  its  franknoM  and  simplicity. 

Tliis  was  Dumnd  Laxari,  who  liad  married 
Jeanne,  a  yuuuger  nster  of  Isabel  Rom^,  aad 
who,  living  at  Petit  Burey,  tiomewhat  iwanr  to 
V'auiL-uuleurs,  had  been  safe  in  his  owd  buutbia  h 
Itoiuchold.  and  csme  lo  oficr  ht>  labour,  nrliKk^l 
wa«  all  Ik'  had  to  giw,  towards  the  restoration  uf 
hit  Mrtrr'f^ 
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All  nraful  thuugbt  vaoisliec)  from  Jeaniwlte^ 
tkix  wImd  sh»  «apuHJ  hunt  and  he  liugged  h«r  to 
hi*  baurt  with  ■  ihout  Utat  made  ttui  niiaed 
ealntu  ring,  while  th«  rest  eliwtitfed  around  him, 
a>  Uwugh,  io  liii  Uttle  liclp,  all  their  miofortnnn 
might  be  repaired— at  least,  they  were  forgotten 
ia  his  sympathy.  With  him,  after  the  first 
hfwty  words  had  been  spoken,  the  men  pressed 
oa  to  oau^itain  what  luid  b«un  left,  of  the  crops, 
whicfa  wtm  to  provide  for  thnnwlves  and  the 
cattle  fur  the  winter.  Jeanntttle,  with  Inalwl 
and  Cathariue,  went  to  the  liouse. 

Slw  ran  invtantly  to  her  own  little  i-hamber, 
tad  tluvw  bereelf  on  her  knf^s  by  tlie  couch 
a^Ure  lay  her  poor  Colette.  Tbo  munk,  who 
hnd  ns  fnr  a*  he  wiis  able  pvrfcirmvd  tlui  oflicc  of 
lihjnaeian,  rowf  to  depart :  on  the  other  flide  stood 
Oullhuune  Pr(inte,ihe  curate  of  tlie  hanileti  and 
witli  him  were  the  symbols  of  the  last  oflicesour 
rrligioQ  offers  to  ttie  living.  'Ilic  sense  of  pain 
Mitrntt^l  c|uit>'  stiUwl,  and  n  Eweet  smile  vame 
^ower  Um-  (*hild*s  fiiee  as  «lie  r<K;ogni'£<.Hl  Ji>nn»«tt4-. 
^BjlTitfain  tiM  half  otwn  door  watchul  Isabel  and 
^Kaltiaritw,  for  io  that  sDial)  room  there  was 
^■wnrlly  spacv.  1  stood  behind  tlicm.  AiTectml 
I  u  Jeannetta  was  witti  her  little  playfellow's  fate, 
th«  n»d4t  no  iihI«m  lamentation  j  sii«  occupied 
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herself  immediately  with  Ukko  enuthing  care> 
which  eeem  iiutinctive  in  her  >ex,  sciootliing 
the  pillow,  unil  ti»i>ting  (ho  Ah*1>1«!  ^.-fTurt  to 
loove,  anil  vratvhing  lli«  tuuiiwnanw  for  a  wish. 
But  tlxtre  was  uu  wish  there,  it  Beeroetl  already 
fiill  of  ntore  titan  mortality  could  give 

"  Dear  Jeannette,  I  am  now  quite  iiappy," 
whisporeil  the  faint  voicv, 

JmnuelU;  looki^l  into  th«  child's  beaming  oyes, 
an  if  fOie  expected  to  s^  n>fiect«d  thers  the 
images  that  a  subtler  sense,  a  new  oue  {wrhape, 
was  coweiv-iog. 

"Oil,  dear  Joonnctte,  look  tb«r«,"  tlie  cliild 
spohe  again  aft«r  a  Unw,  "  but  you  can't  see 
then),  perhaps." 

"  Are  tl»6re  beautiful  ami  Ntately  faces  such 
oa  titotn  of  the  saints,  to  whom  we  used  lo  offer 
flowors,  Colette,  only  so  much  lovelier?" 

"  Yws  «uch  us  you  have  oftan  told  me  of," 

"  And  tlmy  arv  surruunilcd  with  brightoew, 
such  as  uo  nc>ou>day  »un  evur  gavi!,  titousands  of 
rich  glowing  lights,  but  so  soft  tliat  tlte  eye  luv-es 
them?" 

"Ves" 

"  And  they  look  kindly  at  you,  m  your  mother ' 
might,  or  nurw,  for  you  lost  your'*  i-arly  i" 

"  More,  more." 
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"  And  Uwy  talk  to  you  of  PnnMliw.",  and  tell 
you  that  ttio  good  are  happy  for  ever  whvn  they 
have  [m»iid  Uimugh  their  pain  here,  and  Uicn 
tiieir  voineii  swell  togplhcr  into  music,  such  a* 
would  make  one  cry  with  <ii>tight?'* 

"  All,  all !  are  you  to  die  too  ?" 

"  Not  yet." 

"  &!<■»»  you— rome  soon  !' 

TI>e  ray  of  joy  on  the  chiUl'ii  fiicc  increased  in 
iu  intonaity,  flickered,  expired.  Sh«  w(w  dead. 
Yet  the  placid  face  seemed  sculptured  to  declare 
how  sweet  and  lovely,  how  tranquil,  how  humhie, 
i«  rakfltial  glory. 

Jeonn«tt«  was  almost  as  fixed  as  the  corpM' 
beside  her;  but,  while  it*  features  were  calm, 
ossunKl,  and  as  it  were  Rcaled  Ui  Dteir  last  peace, 
a  tremhiing  hope  beamed  on  her  upraised  coun- 
tenance Om  t«tr,  not  of  the  present  sonnw, 
hung  upon  her  eyelid.  How  vi\pn  has  that  &ce 
vtrited  me  aaix  with  consoUtion  !  1  did  not  feel 
all  its  ncpn^on  then ;  but  since,  when  I  haw 
pondereil  on  it,  I  hare  felt  that  clearly  was 
written  theiw :  "  Aa  far  as  the  living  may,  I 
haw  pierced  the  mystery  of  death." 


2W 


JOAN  OF  ABC, 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Ykt  JcQiinotte  was  not  niggard  of  lier  sorrom 
over  ttie  huniblo  grave  of  her  young  friend.  Stw 
liad  brought  strength  to  her  nature,  but  she  did 
not  seek  to  vast  aside  its  condition.  I  respected 
a  melanclioly  whicli  she  se«ni<?d  detiruus  to  in- 
dalge,  and  occu[»ed  myself  with  the  others  tn 
restoring  the  cabLos  of  thfi  hamlet. 

Pierr*  <l'Arc,  pale  and  weak  indeed  with  hia 
wounds, and  with  hi»  arm  sluitg,had  tlicpriviUgt 
of  bringing  in  the  m4'D4t-amu  from  the  chAteau 
of  Bourlemont ;  and  tliey  began  with  soIditTlik^ 
skill  to  shew  thfl  people  the  example  of  TTiakii)f( 
hutsof  clay  and  houghc,  as  temporar)'re»idctKo», 
till  bolter  L-ould  be  built.  Huw  )u^  was  received  by 
nil  hi.H  r»niily  may  be  told  in  tlinr  owii  chiirac' 
and  liifl  late  deeds. 

•'  If  I  have  done  well,  I  learned  il  from 
Icgi^R,   Jcannette,"  s&id  tlie  young  warrior  | 
"  but  all  would  have  done  as  I  have." 
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Another  peraonagv  uf  iin[H>itaiicfl  now  made 
his  appeaninci; ;  iio  li>48  Uiun  M&itre  Aubery,  thf 
mnyor ;  who  came  back  rrum  NeufcliAteau, 
where  he  had  ulso  taken  refuge,  to  provide  for  the 
safvty  and  order  of  Uie  hamlet  as  soon  as  ever 
both  began  to  be  re-eetablished ;  and  as  hia  wife 
wa«  JcanDette's  godmother,  he  burdened  Uie 
family  of  Jacques  d'Arc  with  as  mui:h  advice 
and  patronage  as  their  patience  would  receive. 
This  functionaiy,  who  regarded  me  with  espe- 
cial favour,  on  account,  as  he  himself  said,  of 
my  verj-  eligible  properly,  which  wouUl  make 
me  the  be^t  possible  match  for  Jeoiineltv,  fixed 
himself  prvtty  oonsUuitIf  in  my  society,  wh«n  he 
found  tliat  few  else  werediepos^  U>  attend  to  bim. 
The  cunning  of  a  very  ailly  man  a  quite  Buf> 
iicient  to  make  him  our  master,  if  he  finds  out 
the  ajisailable  point  on  which  to  employ  it.  We 
are  safe  in  trusting  our  weakneises  to  the  good 
lutd  wise,  never  in  letting  them  be  perceived  by 
fools. 

"When  are  you  to  be  married  to  Jeannette?" 
be  asked  of  me,  as  he  trotted  along  by  my  side. 
"There!  there!  you  need  not  walk  so  fast;  I'm 
not  quite  so  young,  or  so  slender,  as  you ;  and 
it  puts  mv  out  of  breath."  I  slackened  my  pace 
for  the  moment  to  a  sort  of  dogged  hobble. 
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Tlie  day  is  fixed,  of  < 


i?*becooUnui!d. 


courae 

"  Not  yet,"  I  answered 

"  Humph  !  that's  odd,^ — perhaps  you  havpn'i 
quite  made  up  your  tniad : — oU  UuDgo  coo- 
sidered,  tttough  alte  is  my  wife*a  god-datigbt^r, 
purtiaps  she's  Dot  quite  what  you  vxpi-ct  t  in 
fact,  hvr  father  can't  give  b«r  anything." 

"  I  look  for  nothing,  wish  for  nothing," 
r«pU<!d.     "She  is   in  herself  all  I   dMir»: 
would   rstlier   that  little  part  of  Uic   ba 
■houtd  he  on  my  side." 

"  Humph,  ay  !  tlial's  right,  TCiy  right 
natural,  1  thought  so  when  1  addnuAedMadoiM''' 
Auberyj  by-tlMi-bye,  alte  was  a  good  d«a]  ridwr 
then  I  ww{  but  I  thought  I  might  haw 
thought  so,  if  I  oould  have  afforded  it.  So 
th«n,"  he  went  on,  thrusting  his 
face  up  as  liigh  as  he  couki  towards  miiH* 
his  fuU-length  porlnit  might  he  drawn  in  ■ 
wccweion  of  O's  of  various  dimensions ;  wn 
bead,  cy^  now,  moutli,  clK-vks,  utxl  diin,  at 
well  ac  the  inferior  porUoiM  of  tl)e  picture — *  »a 
thiv,  surely  hor  faUi«r  can't  lieaitate;  Uy  or 
ought  for  a  moment  at  any  time ;  and  now, 
get  oni>  of  his  daughters  fairly  out  of  his  tm/, 
that  is,  wlwn  she  lias  helped  to  set  his  buuM 
slnight  again.    She  tsa  diligent,  hard-wor)ijii| 


-  -n  ■ 

vn 

as 
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girl,  there's  >oincCliing  in  ttiat ;  ay,  a;,  you 
Diwt  wftjt  for  that." 

I  vns  Hilt'tit,  and  walked  a  little  fsstcr.  The 
mayor  laid  his  bniid  on  my  ami,  and  managed  to 
reguialA  my  jmce  to  las,  own. 

"  But,  perhaps,  it  isn^  her  fotber,  aA«r  all," 
he  pursued  aftttr  a  timo,  bringing  roe  to  a  stop, 
and  standing  almost  on  tiptoe.  *'  Come,  conie, 
no  Ks:rcts  with  me,  an  official  person,  who  ought 
to  advise  nil  who  are  under  his  charge ;  Jean- 
nettv,  my  wito's  gDd-daught<;r  too.  Is  H  her 
father?'- 

"  No,  I  believe  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  give 
her  to  me,"  I  answered,  and  attempt«d  U>  pass  on. 

"  I  have  great  influence  with  her  mother," 
continued  the  magistrate,  standing  right  in  my 
way.  "Indeed  I  ought  to  have;  I  may  say  it 
was  a  condcscennon  that  Madame  Aubcry  stood 
godinotlier  to  hi.>r  child.  Ill  say  all  I  can  far 
you  to  lH*r." 

"  Tliank  you,"  was  all  1  felt  it  advisable  to 
nay. 

"  Oh  then  the  olwtacI»  is  her  mother  ;  I'm 
glad  <if  that ;  there  are  not  many,  even  among 
the  magistracy,  that  can  control  the  female  part 
of  the  community  properly ;  I  mak«  no  boast 
because  I  succovd  in  vudi  ft  ta«k." 
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'*  But  UtMi  every  boly  knows,"  1  obwfire 
not  <iun7  t«>  turn  Uk>  convcTxation  at  tli^  uayur^ 
exiwtue,  "  tliiit  Mailame  Auhery  is  a  pattern 
of  gentleness  and  obedience ;  there  can  he  nu 
difficulty  in  controlling  her." 

If  tilt.'  mayor  could  have  jumped  tip  to  look  i 
my  face  quitv  cluee,  he  would ;  he  did  tonirt 
M  near  it  u»  possihW,  but  I  kept  my  uttinte- 
iiftnce  tit«adily,  for  which,  perlups,  I  might 
thank  the  malice  of  mj  vexation. 

"CXit  of  doorB,  out  of  doors,  1  miNui,  yutii^ 
man,"  he  said,  aft«r  a  long  staro ;  **  dmnurtfe 
aSair*  Inve  thftir  own  mysteries ;  some 
rule  who  do  not,  and  nomv  pretend  to  be 
who  rule  all   die  while ;   niagi*trat4%  fur 
stauce,  should  set  examples  and  avoid  can 
tions." 

*'  There  in  om;  magistrute  at  k-ast  that  wiglil 
to  bemadean  exainplcof,"  I  observed  with  a  bow. 

The  mayor  acknowledged  the  comp1im<>Dt  witll 
one  lower  and  mure  gracious  still.    "  BvaidMifl 
h«  Mid,  "  if  it  were  otiK-rvrise,  a  wife  pOMSHlB 
such  advantages;   you'll  know    that   oov  day. 
Bachelors  *  Heaven  help  tiium  !    wtiat  can  thfjr 
know  ?  She  has  oocbh  nt  all  tim«-s ;  a  mayor, 
I  say,  even  a  mayor,  can't  be  a  Bint  fat  trftri 
even  an  authority  has  monvetits  wlwn  he  is  sfb* 
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liUf ;  Ui«  Uine  will  come  you'll  be  ciulued  witli 
a  disonet  GumpreheDsian ;  but  tu  Isabel  I  may 
ipoak,  ami  iodeed  I  ehall  mtb  sam«  authority, 
not  to  say  Bevr>nty,  oq  y«nir  behalf." 

**  I  am  very  Uiunkful  for  your  kindiiMs  ;  but 
bdeed  nicb  nn  int«rpo«ition  would  b«  very  Jll- 
j/tiged,"  I  atknrervd. 

*'  IU-judg»d  \"  exclaimed  tl>e  mayor. 

"  l/nDK:es8arily  hareh,  I  might  have  said," 
«a«  my  reply  ;  "  for  Isabel  is  niy  kindest  aod 
(mdcrest  advocutv." 

"  Humph  1"  etied  Mnrtre  Aubury,  prolonging 
the  note  with  all  his  breath,  which,  indeed,  ww 
Mt  much ;  "  theo  who,  iu  tlie  name  of  all  tli« 
Saints !  who  can  int«q>o«e  this  obstacle  ?  I 
lan't  believe — and  yet  therv's  nobody  else  left — 
it  can't  be  Ih(>  girl  herwlf."  1  wu«  embarrassed. 
"  Qiv«  yooraelf  do  trouble ;  Jncquca  d'Arc  and  I 
ihaU  M*tth>  tlitu,"  h«  nid. 

"  I  b(ig,"  interpoaed  I,  "  tlmt  this  may  not  I>« 
tjnkitD  of:  I  am  not  sure  that  •leannette  does 
iifajiKi  to  me,  or  will  c^ject  to  me," 

"  You  have  asked  her,  1  Buppose." 

-  Why— " 

"  Ay,  ay,  1  am,  1  tee,  a  liUlu  coyiMM« ;  tti« 
WMHMtntl  of  Iter  superiors  will  only  rvlieve  her 
"m  bashfulnen ;  you  are  innxport  even  for  a 
fanbelor." 
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I  began  emoucly   to  tliiiik  wh<rtlti!r  kkkic 
the  magietiatc,  bikI  iw  muking  him  uiy  I'ORDin 
wa«  not  butter  tlma  Imviug  hitn  for  roj'  adTo 
CAte;  I  took  a  tone  at  all  events  Lliat  might  I 
a  fit  pr«)iminajy.     "  I  desire "  I  said. 

"  You  ttecire,  joving  man !"  interrtiptad  bt. 
"you  will  desire  wliat  ia  proper  for  you  la 
desire — here,  Jacques  d'Arc  1"  for  by  xhu  time 
we  had  reached  the  field  where  he  was  al  work ; 
"  here,  my  friend,  is  a  youth  who  dMiroa  aoiii»> 
thing,  but  what,  it  strikes  me,  h«  canoot  cxacUy 
tell  himself :  let  us  two  talk  about  it  -,"  m  aqiaf 
l»e  laid  his  hands  on  Jocquus*  arm,  and  began  to 
put  liis  face  up  a*  earnestly  to  Itiai  a^  h«  had  to 
nw.  I  knew  he  would  do  mi^hiof,  atid  ysl 
was  too  vexwl  to  intttrpowK.  1  hav«  wkhad.i 
my  life  that  I  lutd ;  but  I  stood  by  frMtjng,  i 
of  hrarlngof  a  conveimtion,  my  sltaru  ofwh 
hnd  annoyed  t»o  cuutigh  alroody.  Still  I  ooddl 
not  n^fhkin  from  ohwning  tlio  *{k<ak«m. 
mayor  had  not,  a«  with  aw,  to  Ncimt  ami  wind  hii 
game ;  with  Jacques  be  could  coorw  pouw 
npon  it  sitting.  I  mw  the  lionest  labourer  wiu 
pleased  at  first  with  tlie  iotemt  ttw  mayor 
appeared  to  take,  tlteu  grew  rather  wanaar  in 
argument,  and,  at  last,  being  niflkiently  int. 
tated  by  .MeuUv  Anbery's  process  of  teenilg,  < 
discourse  becumo  loud. 
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'  Not  tnosbrr  in   my  own    family !  Maaler 
Mayor,"  nwitli  Jacques 

"  I  (lid  not  »ay  that,  oot  abaolut«ty  that,"  re- 
pliM  hU  tormentor :  "  every  man,  that  ouglit  to 
be  called  a  man,  is  that,  one  way  or  oth«r,  di- 
rectly or  indirei-tly,  nut  always  palpably  perhapn, 
but  still  inortor ;  but  you  don't  exert  your  au- 
thority  m  yoti  ought,  it  Btnkes  me  :  you  have 
said  yuur*elf,  every  body  knows  it,  wliat  you 
appreheudml  about  Jeanoette,  that  she  would 
leave  your  htHise  with  the  soldiery,  and  bring 
disgrace  upon  your  name ;  it  hae  been  much 
talked  of,  people  take  an  interest  in  your  ctm- 
oenu.  I  did,  and  I  talked  it  over  as  much  as 
anybody,  I  assuic  you,  in  decpitc  of  tlte  more  im- 
portant mHt1#rK  I  might  Ih^  mppowxl  to  have  to 
think  of.  '  Jat'quea  i»  right,'  I  aaid  then,  mark 
me,  ti>en,  'he'll  exert  his  authority,'  1  said  to 
Madame  Aubery,  and  she  observed,  I  remember 
very  significantly,  '  that  it  was  very  proper  some 
men  should.* " 

"  There  is  no  oocd  of  authority  now,"  *aid 
Jacques ;  "  it  is  nil  wttled  ;  «lie  gave  him  her 
hand  before  roe,  tlif  very  night  the  Bur^undtiuin 
CHDie  herv ;  i*he  did  not  weem  verj'  willing  then, 
but  they've  hvcn  excellent  friends  ever  since; 
indeed,  he  has  done  enough  to  deserve  kbdness 
from  allof  UH." 
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"  Huniph !  good  fri«n<ls  *''  said  the  mayur, 
drawing  Jacques  towards  me,  and  la^ng  a  hand 
upon  an  ami  of  each  of  us,  "  you  didn't  seem  to 
sajr  ea  just  now,  Master  Jacques  Alain." 

"  I  am  sure  I  said  nothing  to  th«  contrtrj-," 
1  observed,  "  ajid  I  must  bog,  Mr.  Mayor—* 

Till.'  Mayor  patteil  my  arm  and  stopped  iiw 
with  a  smile,  iatvndod  to  be  inefbbly  betwro- 
lent 

"Come,  come,  come,  come  !"  said  be,  "  th« 
passion  of  youth,  angry  with  it«  object,  turuf  un* 
its  rri^nde,  as,  when  a  dog  has  a  kettle  tied  to  titi 
tail,  he  does  not  digcriminate  who  put  him  to  lltat 
inconvenience,  but  snaps  at  all  alike,  even  tltow 
who  try  to  unftstiii  It.  I  forgive  you ;  don^ 
itpeak,  1  rvcjuire  no  apology ;  men  in  official 
situations  get  a  habit  of  limiting  placidly  upon 
other  people's  passions.  When  a  criminal  abusod 
me  the  other  day,  I  took  no  ttotice,  I  Bmil>^  at 
his  rage ;  one  can't  expect  men  in  such  Mlualixm 
to  be  satiilied ;  t  only  sentenred  him  t^i  douUe 
conwction ;  my  ftNilinge  we»  not  ratw^)  evi-n  tn  a 
tiofty  word.  Oh  1  wliat  a  biasing  to  the  nvcuwd 
i«  equanimity  in  the  judge  I  there  ore  magt»- 
trat«s,  who  would  liave  sworn  at  the  fellow.  But 
L-ome,  tier  word  ts  pledged  you  say't  you  are  bo* 
trothed  in  fact;   no  mysteries   among    frientU. 
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Madame  Aaboiy  must  prepara  ber  little  prnent 
towards  t}>e  housekeeping,  tliat  is,  if  shf  ciious«ta; 
Rich  matters  ought  not  to  be  anticipated  ;  hut 
when  is  the  toaniage  to  take  place  ?" 

"  I  would  it  Were  over,  and  no  more  talk 
about  it,"  laid  Jacques,  Iiaslily. 

"Then  g«t  it  ov«r,"  cried  tlic  pertinoctous 
magistrftto ;"  all  are  ogreed,  and  yet  you  don't 
go  CD  i  in  my  mind,  now  or  ne>-cr ;  d«ftT  such 
thbig*,  and  they  never  take  place ;  giv«  people 
tim6  to  reflect,  and  they  won't  venture ;  mark 
me,  Jacques  d'Arc,  mark  me,  Jacques  Alain,  if 
the  affair  really  stops  witii  the  girl,  slie'U  give 
you  the  slip  altogether." 

"Nonsense!"  replied  the  father,  yet  laiutty, 
as  if  he  really  agreed  with  the  speaker,  "  she  has 
agreed  to  it." 

•*  Dare  you  put  that  to  the  proof?  come  now," 
continued  Alaitre  Aubery,  looking  up  alter- 
nately at  oach  of  us,  "  if  it  i»  so,  why  do  you 
tmritate?  Speakingthe  public  opinion  of  l)om- 
rcmy,  for  a  mayor,  ye*,  a  mayor  may,  with  great 
proprie^,  call  himeelf  an  organ,  it  is  high  time 
that  it  shoukl  be  concluded.  You'll  permit  me 
—I'll  talk  to  Jeannette." 

**  No^  no !"  I  replied,  vehemently. 

"  Shew  me  a  re«eon,  then,"  said  the  mayor. 
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"  Jacques  d'Aie,  3F0U  have  soon  emua  left, 
look  as  if  you  <M)[iiiider«(l  my  worda;  gin 
some  reason,  I  lay  I  want  eome  nnison," 

"  rm  linir  aTmid  he's  right,"  said  Jocquat  1 
me  apart,  but  orertieanl  by  the  mayor, 

"  Afraid  I'm  right !  alia !  put  it  to  the  proof^ 
I'll  do  it  for  you  with  pli»asure."  ■ 

"  But  if  you  should  spoil  all,"  continued  thp 
fattier. 

"  I  tttU  you  it  cun\  be  ipoilod  mm,"  lumnnd 
tlie  mayor  witl)  grmt  vivacity :  "  you  «y  ihv, 
coosvtiU.'d,  gave  her  liand,  tliore  k  witaOM  etwugb 
of  tJiBt  1  auppoie?  well,  that  ui  a  betrotfalMnt ) 
it  is  a  pity  it  isn't  a  cinl  cause,  tliep  it  wooM 
come  before  me.  1  should  soon  settJa  it.  that's 
more  perliapti  Utao  the  eccleaJaatJoal  raurta  wfll 
doi  but  it  u  vv>Ty  «a*y  to  got  into  them,  tlMlfk 
utMt  UuDg,  and  Uuty'U  liold  you  tight  enough, 
till  all  is  coiKluded  one  way  or  th«  other  j  ask 
her  at  ooctt ;  I'll  do  tliat  i  if  she  r«Jusc«  to  euta* 
plet«  what  she  lias  engaged,  let  biT  be  dted 
befbru  the  bishop's  ptx^le  at  Toul,  thcy*ll  naks 
ihu  promisu  hold  tier  till  they  tia  her  tight  up  ic 
it,  if  it  bas  iinly  caught  one  thread,  Uko  a  spidur'i 
wvb  [  we  civilians  may  envy  then  tbeb*  w^." 

"  Perhaps ) — it  does  nt  aeem  bo  vary  abauid 
either,"  observvHlJacques  to  me,  as  lie  had  befin. 
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"  Absurd  !"'  pchoed  the  mayor ;  "  wl»cn  you 
ask  my  advice  a^ii— — " 

"  The  idea  of  it  might  wttle  all  happily,"  con- 
Cinuod  Jiu^iuM, 

"  Try  it !  try  it !"  slwuted  the  mayor. 

*'  Sl»e  will  hni«h  away  the  sclieme  as  easily  a> 
that  same  spi<li,^r's  wub,"  I  answered ;  "  we  have 
once  bowi  almost  too  precipitate ;  the  second  time 
will  lose  aU." 

"  rC  not  believe  that."  said  Jacques;  "  wlial 
•he  has  given  her  hand  to." 

"  In  obedience  to  a  commaiKl  she  rererences," 
I  replied. 

"  I  thought  so,  1  thought  m,"  interposed  the 
little  rouud  imp  of  miseliief,  "  I  fe)t  that  you 
had  no  power  over  her,  ahe'U  halite  you  all ;  I 
said  so,  all  the  village  say  so,  that  is,  wilt  say  so 
wlien  I've  said  it." 

"  Then  they'll  say  what  will  not  prove  true," 
answered  Jaf<iues,  angiiiy.  "  I  «y,  that  mar- 
ried to  Master  .lacques  Alain  she  will  and  shall 

b»r 

"  Try  it !  tr)-  it !"  again  shouted  the  mayor. 

"  ni  try  it,  and  prove  it,  axxl  do  it,"  said 
Jac<]U«*  d'Arc,  "  since  so  it  is,  and  so  it  ouglit 
tobe." 

**  Ay,  hut  you're  oiraid  that  t  should  ask  her 
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before  you  see  her  ?     Come — }'ou  daieo't  put  it 
Ml  that?" 

"  Uo  to  Iwr  now  at  oiwe,  if  you  like,"  amiwerett 
Jacques;  "itwiU  turn  nut  nght,  Jacques  Alain  { 
remember  bow  she  b]x^  to  you  at  Neufchfttwu ; 
it  is  but  to  get  it  settled ;  what  witb  people's 
talking,  it  frets  me ;  if  1  think  of  it,  1  slut 'n't 
work,  aiid  tbna  what's  to  become  of  the  winter, 
now  more  than  half  the  crop  b  spoiled  ?" 

"Stop!  stop!"  I  cried,  "let  me  myself 
then  I" 

But  for  ooce,  Maltre  Aubery  bad  got  a  fiur 
start,  and  though  I  overtook  him  1  could  not 
divert  him  from  his  authoriaod  purpo*e. 

"  Do  nut  blamv  me,  Jacques  AlaiD,"  said  her 
fatiier,  coming  up  to  me  ;"  I  know  l\6'&  a  focd, 
but  he  may  got  the  truth  from  her ;  she  woa't 
mind  him  ait  «he  does  v» ;  and,  after  all,  some- 
thing  muitt  be  wlieo  even  sufih  as  he  take  notiw 
of  it ;  aod  bwjdea,  since  that  evening,  I  doa't 
like  to  talk  to  her  about  it  myself.  It  will  ease 
my  mind,  after  all." 

It  was  vain  to  argue  on  what  was  done,  so,  lull 
of  fear  and  cltagrin,  I  followed  the  mayor's  steps 
to  the  village,  though  at  some  distance,  for  I 
had  no  wish  to  ihaiv  in  tlie  impeitincnce  tie  wa* 
about  to  coiDBiit. 


Fhe 


OF  OEtEANfl. 


293 


The  agitAtion  wf  Jaciiiie*  was  »carc«ly  Ie«* 
than  idy  own ;  be  stood  shaking  Iiis  h«ad  from 
BMle  to  side,  and  beating  the  ground  uneasily 
with  his  foot,  or  tocA  tliort  tumi  up  un<l  down 
th«  roftrl,  casting  gisncee  fVom  time  to  linn-  at 
t!ifi  door  of  his  house.  He  saw  that  I  was  dis- 
tressed, and  h«  kept  throwing  out  interjections 
of  comfort  to  me  and  defence  of  himeetf. 

"  It  will  be  all  for  the  beat,  you'll  see  it  will- 
matters  must  be  brought  to  a  point  some  time  or 
other."  Then,  turning  suddenly  roundupon  me, 
"Aft«r  all,"  he  mid,  "  I'm  her  father,  and  hnvt? 
good  right  to  l>e  obeyed.  You  <lon*t  seem  snti^fied 
with  what  wo're  doing,  but  you  will  be  thankful 
ftw  It  bye  an<l  bye^^y,  soon — and  so  will  she." 

I  wad  silent,  for  I  had  no  wish  to  exas[)emt«'^ 
him  further,  and  no  thought  occurred  to  me  that 
would  ap]>rove  or  exouse  him.  For  some  minutes, 
which  eeemod  hours  to  both  of  us,  we  thus 
waited;  our  speculations  were  at  length  emiod  by 
the  rt^tum  of  tJ»e  mayor,  aooompnnied,  or  rather 
pursued,  by  Durand  I^axort. 

"  To  eonw,"  stioutcd  the  honest  countryman, 
"thrusting  yourw-If  into  other  people's  aflairs, 
when  «;very  IxKly  knows  you  can't  manage  your 
own    ' 

'*  As  a  mayor,"  interrupted  Mnftr«  Aubefy>* 
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"Ay,  fty,  we  know  jfott're  a  mayor,  jou  tell 
us  so  twenty  times  an  hour,  and  we're  good  need 
to  remember  it  too,  for  your  own  sake  i  but  that 
you  should  come  teOBiDg  the  poor  girl  about  Ion 
a^rs— n  pretty  looking  fellow  you  arc  to  talk  of 
«aeh  thing*  at  all." 

The  mayor  got  in  a  word  or  two  more,  while 
Durand  look  breath. 

"  luileed  !  ind«<?d  \  1  b^  to  tay,  Madame 
Aubery " 

"  Wanted  itomething  to  ki«k  about,  and  choai* 
yoa  for  a  football."  ^ 

"  Fellow  !  fellow,  do  you  dare  T  screamed  ™ 
the  roused  little  magistrute. 

"  I  dare  a  good  de«i),  wlien  nnyboily  talui 
upon  liim«elf  to  diKlrcMi  Jonanette,"  antw«red 
Lexart  stunUly,  "and  I  don't  think  much  ut 
initting  an  im|)ertineQt speech  short  at  any  thoti 
1  can  tell  you  that  it  is  better  all  tilings  atopped 
where  they  were  ;  anotlier  sad  look  of  JoanOtfttals 
Up  in  my  face,  be  much  as  to  my,  *  Huw  can  I 
put  up  with  this  donkey  ?'  and  1  should  have 
rolled  your  mayorwliip  into  the  river,  1  know  I 
nhoukJ,  1  should  have  been  Borry  for  it  perhapa, 
for  1  don't  like  to  hurin  such  as  can't  take  out 
of  thomnlnw;  but  1  should  have  done  it,  I  Mt 
nil  my  fingers  clutching  together  on  purpoM.** 
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"Ahem!  ahem!"  exclaitned  tlu>  niagiHtraW, 
looking  round  with  some  terror.  "  .lacques  d'Arc, 
you  heiu-  \  you  perceive  bow  my  dignity  i«  com- 
prmnised  by  acting  at  your  roquiuit,  1  may  #ay 
at  your  untreaty ;  not  tliat  you  spoke,  1  know 
tliftl ;  but  a  mail  in  uHice  is  accustomed  to  art 
upon  looks,  to  fish  out  »uggeetions,  not  only  to 
settle  people's  aSairs  before  th«y  ask  hirn,  but 
to  make  wishes  for  them,  such  oe  they  ought  to 
wish,  and  tlien  supply  tbem.  But  why  enlarge 
upon  the  bcncvok-nt  spirit  with  which  I  am  en- 
dowed !  no  merit  of  min«  !  1  only  botut  of  the 
ofEctai  use  1  make  of  it,  a  futliiul  steward,  t 
trust,  of  the  talents  committed  to  me ;  but  I 
have  suffered  indignity ;  something  was  eaid 
about  rolling  mo  into  the  river  I  rao !  me !  I 
neiil  not  incntJoii  who  1  am,  rolling  in«  into  the 
river!" 

With  this  the  little  magifitrate  waa  fairly 
choked,  and  leaned  sgaiost  a  tre^  with  hie  whtt« 
eyes  staring  out  of  a  face  purple  with  paasMo, 
till  a  fit  of  coughing  relieved  him. 

Jacques  d'Arc's  colour  fairly  aane  and  w«Dt 
with  bi«  perplexity,  and,  perhaps,  with  »hame; 
had  he  been  left  to  lumself,  lie  would  have  pro- 
bably confessed  liis  error,  and  apj^eased  the 
parlies  (  but  when  Durand  Laxart  had  done  with 
Uw!  mayor,  he  turned  to  his  brotht'r-iu-law. 
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"And  's  it  poeaiUe,  broUwr  Jwhium,"  faa 
said,  stitl  iodignantly,  *'  Utat  you  could  tan 
suffered  euch  a  pereon  to  interfere  with  a  gid 
like  JeaoDette  ?** 

"  I  liHvo  doDc,  Dunuid,  wluit  1  thouglit  nf^t 
ill  tlic  affaire  of  my  owd  family,"  snswend 
Jacquec,  waxmty. 

Probably  he  felt  glad  to  escape  from  what  be 
felt  to  be,  at  Uie  best,  an  imigQificaut  pontiao, 
by  disputing  even  with  a  coovictioa  of  being  in 
the  wrong. 

"But  Jeaiimtt«l  but  our  Jcaimette,"  n- 
tumed  Dumod,  "  the  bvKt,  the  wortliiMt,  tb« 
nio»t  sen»ble  girl  in  th«  nllago,  to  suffer  iwr  to 
be  rated  by  xucb  as  lie !  turely  you'iv  tuA  afnid 
to  speak  to  your  own  cliikl  youneUl" 

'*  Afraid  t  Wliatever  Bhe  is,  she  must  do  m  I 
would  have  her,  I  BUpposc,"  mjoincd  Jacquet. 
*'  PerliapB,"  lie  continuwl,  with  u  ecurcMm  ntj 
unwonted  for  him,  "  I  tun  not  wortliy  to  ba  tbt 
father  of  lucli  a  girl,  but,  babg  w,  «hc  mu«t 
leant  Im  duty,  ay,  and  shall — ^il  isn't  buoanM. 
ywu  interfurc'  —  -" 

"Interfere!'  cried  l^ikxart,  "wlteu  you  Mod 
tuch  peo[)l<.*  to  intrtrfire."  .  -    - 

"  He  is  not  such  n  fool  as  people  aay,  lAn 
tUl,"  said  Jacques,  li^tily.   'Die  raayoratandol 
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the  oompliment.  "  He  has  given  me  some  gcwd 
ndvkv-  tfM^Ay,  which  I  shall  follow,  ay  to  the 
fall.  Durund  Lftxnrt,  nnd  all  of  jou,  take 
notice  that  I  will  be  the  master  in  roy  own 
hootr,  the  guidi',  as  I  ought  to  be,  of  my  own 
(.'hildn-n." 

"  i)i>  so  then,"  said  Durand,  *'  and  show  yuu 
know  how  to  be  wo." 

-'<*  I  will,  atu)  by  what  advice  I  think  proper  tu 
aik,  I  sliall  net,'"  rcphei)  Jacquen  d'Arc,  with  nn 
anger  no  one  could  mistake,  "  let  those  interfere 
that  I  desire." 

"  Ay,  ay,"  cried  the  mayor, 

"  She  gives  her  answer  once  and  for  all  to- 
day. I  will  not  be  worried  till  I  leel  half  a 
fool  myself,  unfit  for  labour,  tmkind  to  people, 
qsarrelliiig  wi^  myself,  and  half  ready  to  s>trik^ 
others ;  it  shall  not  be — Jacques  Alain,  she  rays, 
ihe  is  your's  this  day,  and  she  says  it  to  me  too, 
or  we  wiU  see  if  she  is  to  make  a  promise  one 
hour,  and  break  it  the  next.  She  shall  speidc  to 
me  ;  you  and  Durand,  and  even  I^bcl,  are  apt 
to  take  her  part,  and  all  to  do  harm  to,  herself. 
I'D  know  the  truth  from  herself,  and  if  she  says, 
*  no,'  we  must  try  wlw  is  in  the  right  to  have 
his  own  will ;  yooll  see,  Durand  Laxart,  that 
I'm  not  afraid  to  apeak  to  my  own  child." 
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Than  are  tome  emotionti  w)iic)i  ovnnwe  ill 
reaUbutce :  Ute  terribly  serious  i»eue  betwwn  tte 
fatlior  and  tlie  daughter,  interoated  as  1  vra>  in 
It,  8een>ecl  for  tlie  moment  bejond  the  intrusioaaf 
a  word.  My  itnpul«>  was  to  follow  him  into  tlw 
<»ttag«,  and  bid  Jeannette  think  no  more  of  dm, 
if  my  suit  must  bring  her  this  conrtnnt  wrmth ; 
hut  un  instant's  rpflcction  uHd  me  that  thii 
would  tncrcfutc  tiw  angtrr  of  Jttoqun  rmtlwr  than 
<)ividc  it. 

"  Ay !  right  I  right !"  exclaioiod  the  majnr, 
but  in  an  undcr-brcalh,  for  he  was  burtilf 
frightened  at  tltc  explonon  he  had  prepared, 
much  as  t)i«  tnonk,  who  ftumbled  on  the  in- 
vention of  gunpowder,  an<l  besides,  the  slight 
murmur  tliat  encaped  from  his  lipa  turned  Dn- 
rund  Laxart'a  eye  upon  him,  and,  Iboogh  he 
endeavoured  to  appear  careless  and  digD)fi«t 
under  Ibe  glance,  he  trembled  fitim  heaJ  la 
foot. 

A  very  short  time,  and  wo  were  reJeaaed 
our  suspense,    Jaocjuea  d'Arc  returned  with 
face  of  assumed   calnineas,  but  his  tipa  wen 
quivering,  and  his  T<»ce  was  unsteadjr :  —  ** 
denies   all   promises,"    he   said,  attempting 
smile,  "she  not  only  will  give  none  now, 
she  refuiea  him  in  plain  words.     I  spoke  of  bav 
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Allure  fntsntions,   and  the   was  as   sUmt   &% 

In  my  Ufe  I  had  eiicountemd  nuUiing  like  the 
faintneas  whicb  u^iraitsed  ni«  wliun  I  htiard  thix 
annoimcemeiit ;  it  waa  not  Uiat  I  hadnotdreadi'd 
it,  but  her  absolute  refusa]  was  declared.  'i'hert> 
waa  w  much  that,  with  but  little  violence  to 
probability,  aUowed  me  to  cherish  hojw.  I 
thought  of  her  hand  laid  upon  my  shoulder,  of 
her  wami  pnu)M» ;  for  on  instant  1  called  her  in- 
sincere, but,  alaa  1  1  could  liavo  no  such  doubt  of 
the  word  by  whicb  ahe  had  refuvcd  me.  One 
moment  liad  turned  all  the  pleasant  antici[)A- 
tions,  now  of  yearn,  into  the  bitt^ircst  inockorieB } 
but  I  was  too  feeble  for  shame  or  indignation. 

I  never  felt  so  helplesi,  there  was  a  void  leA:  in 
my  heart ;  my  thoughts,  my  occupations,  would 
be  thrifiless,  nodiiog  had  an  turn;  it  svomvd 
as  if  the  better  part  of  my  exUtenoc  had  de- 
parted from  me,  and  I  hod  only  so  much  lelt  as 
to  bo  sensible  of  th*  destitution.  The  nerves 
remained  with  all  their  powers  of  pain  to  convey 
setMations  of  want,  as  of  limbs  that  had  been 
nched  from  me. 
Why  do  1  tr^  to  describe  to  the  senses  what 
tB^  mind  itself  quailed  under,  that  whiclt  a 
kindred  misery  alone  could  know  of?  lappt-ured. 
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perhaps,  tn  luten  to  nl»t  was  aftenrard*  sakt  to 
mu.  All  aifirioed  1  did,  but  I  strove  not  to  vm- 
dentand,  much  more  to  re|Jy ;  all  1  wtibed 
was  to  bury  my  head  in  darkneM —  to  be  aloM. 
Thty  say  t  Khould  liuvn  fallnn  wAsetMs,  liud 
thagusbof  cold  drripsn^fwl  ma.  I  nnuni 
thslJaoqu«»d'Arv's  votoe  expreasad  pi^  i 
be  said,  1  learned  days  aftarwards. 

"  She  shall  be  your'a,  yes,  she  shall,  {ner 
fellow,  1  promise  it  to  you,  1,  aod  it  is  uoi  a  iittfe 
iiiuki-s  niu  brvak  my  word.  M&im  Aobotjr, 
jiorhaps,  you  '11  toll  me  somothing  oiura  ttbnOl 
what  you  spoke  of  nt  Toul ;  you  know,  yuu  i^aii 
Uili  what  pow-er  th«y  liave.  Uurand,"  be  *aid 
»tenily  as  ha  turned  to  liim,  "  it  would  be  kind 
in  you  to  stir  up  no  more  strife,  oot  to  enrou 
nige  the  daughter  against  her  father  —  thers 
—  there  I  I  Deed  no  excuse  for  tlie  peA,  bot  I 
may  desire  better  heed  in  fututw.  Wou  'U  be  a 
iather  yourself  soon,  and  yott  '11  know  betlw 
then.  Jooque*  Alain,  it  is  qnitu  as  wuU  yoa 
should  not  go  near  tha  liouse — will  you  put 
on  tlu!  road  to  Maxey,  Dtu&od  P" 

"  1  was  going  tltat  way  my«lf  as  far  tu 
Burey,"  implied  Laxart ;  "  I  don\  mv  that  1  'n 


7™ 


wanted  at  Domremy 
"So  saying. 


Goodbye." 

took  me  by  the  arm  aixl  l«d  me  \ 


THE  MAID  OF  ORLEANS. 


aoi 


. 


pa*l  Uw  cottagu,  cMtiug  a  wi^ul  gkoce  at  it 
u  wc  wtfiit  bjr.  I  looked  iit  vttiti,  w  loitg  tu  he 
woultl  let  mt,  to  catch  aome  sign,  but  do  <iae  ap> 
peared.  Jacques  d'Arc  and  th«  mayor  walked 
away  in  dose  ooosulttttiuti, 

It  could  hardly  be  expect«d  of  Durand  Laxart 
Uiat  liv  nliuuld  fool  very  kindly  tuwards  une 
whom  b»  regarded  at  thu  cau»c  v(  liJs  favourite 
iuec«'«  penecutioti,  but  liis  Duturi.-  was  not  mada 
for  ruwntincnt  agaiuat  any  on«  whom  he  ttaw  to 
ba  luihappy.  Buwle*,  hia  fwUngs  were  yet 
freah  oa  the  tame  subject  that  engrossed  mine. 
It  was  not  two  years  since  litj  had  tuunied  his 
own  Jeannette,  tlie  namesake  and  aunt  of  her  I 
lovud,  and  be  tiod  had  to  Blruggle,  too,  witfa 
some  dillivultioi  bcforu  ho  ouuld  ^t  togotlier 
evBQ  Hk  trifling  buuseliuld  comforts  noedcd  fiw 
their  itettling.  I  remember  Uiat  lie  tried  to  cheer 
me,  railed  against  my  folly  for  suffering  any 
one  t»  speak  instead  of  myself  in  such  a  case, 
which  be  urged  witli  all  the  authority  of  recent 
e^cperieoue,  and  in  tlie  same  strain  went  on  to 
tell  me  that  Jeannutte  hendf  might  oot  mean 
quite  so  much  as  sh«  said  to  the  niugistmt*),  as 
being  offended  at  such  a  confitlant  being  pio- 
poaud  to  bur, 
■JCiUp  to  tius  our  walk  had  beeu  to  uk  but  one 
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fietnatioi)  of  w«iirinvi»,  but  I  caught  at  UiU  hope, 
naii  il  somcvhnt  liglit^ned  tlie  rest  «f  my  'miy 
to  Potit  Burvy.  Hens  w«  p«utod,  sumI  Uununl 
>aw  that  I  was  fairly  ou  my  way  to  Moxaj^  in 
ooropUance  with  another  of  his  pn>ce{>t».  "  Ami. 
after  all,  leave  her  to  bereelf  a  little  while ;  some- 
times it  is  with  love,  as  with  the  apotbeoariM  ( 
folks  come  better  rouod  by  leaving  aotnre 
itwlf ;  she  '11  pi^  you,  perhaps,  in  n  day,  wl 
she  tJiinks  you  're  afraid  to  Me  her.  luni  fbrgtw 
you  in  two  altogether,  and  the  tliird,  perlu|M, 
long  to  see  you  again.  If  you  can  but  bring  h»ir 
to  that !  for,  bli^m  you  I  they  cnii  no  mora  do 
witliout  UB,  thai)  we  can  without  them,  aAereD  ( 
only  ft  otBii  must  get  married  before  ha  has  the 
sense  to  know  tltat." 

I  admitted  tJte  reiwon  of  Durand's  speech, 
and,  ihervJoTV,  walked  on  till  he  was  ^Icrif 
boused  in  liis  cottage,  where  1  had  deeti 
resting. 

But  that  1  should  return  to  Maxey  tobe  qitm- 
tioned  about  a  sadneas  that  I  could  not  bide,  that 
1  ihould  bv  asked,  perhaps,  about  my  mamagtv 
day,  jocted  with  upou  a  huppin«ss  that  it  would 
be  worse  than  duitli  utterly  to  disclaim,  that  I 
should  Iwve  Domremy  unwatched,  or  hiee  par- 
haps  some  (^portuuityofsiiowingJtwuiotle  thatl 


THE  MAJD  OP  OBtEANS. 

Iimil  har  truly,  UiiU  I  would  wait  with  peti^ocf 
my  limo,  ur  for  any  ownt^  aM>t  twr  in  anjr  plui 
Iheugli  it  brougbt  l\w  blmnu)  of  lUI  the  world 
Bpcin  loe,  bII  made  me  rajoJoe  in  the  loss  of  Du- 
rtniJ'H  componioniliip  bimI  Bdvicej  andnosoooer 
was  1  sure  that  I  could  not  be  obeerred,  titan  I 
look  a  leap  frofo  the  road,  mode  a  circuit  round 
the  villaget  r^jaiiiod  Uk  hill  on  the  oppoata 
ride  of  it,  made  speed  as  if  lifu  dfpfndcd  on  it, 
to  roBch  tha  >ig)it  of  Dorarom)',  and  th«n  Ungjered 
iearfnl  and  nltnoaC  pnrpueolosB,  hiding  myaelf  in 
tlM)  outskirts. 

At  niglttfuU  I  v\>ntnrod  to  r>ntor  tlm  villa^o ; 
my  hope  was  to  gain  but  an  in^itant's  conimuni- 
oatioD  with  Jeanoette.  I  bad  no  design  that 
kbould  make  me  feel  as  if  I  were  a  tpjr,  yet  I 
kept  myself  at  first  carefully  coitcealad  where 
I  could  perceive  the  entrance  of  the  cottage,  and 
tl»e  gk«ni  of  the  fir«,  which  »lione  through  the 
only  Btnall  window  of  tlu-ir  common  rxxim. 

This  window  being  in  the  side  of  the  room, 
and  not  oxaetty  opposite  to  the  hearth,  I  waited 
in  vain  for  womu  limv  to  see  even  shadows  tlmt 
1  could  reoognixe  pom  twfiSm  it :  its  tiilck  atan- 
obkuw  prsnnted  any  ^impsn  that  might  else 
ham  baeo  obliquely  caught  of  the  hearth  itself 
av]  llin&e  oroutMl  it.  Sometimes,  on  the  opposite 


""■^OAN  OP  ARC, 


i 


wrII,  tofno  fbrta  T  i-ould  not  dltUnguish  trw 
lengthened  or  kIiotIcimhI  in  the  glare,  sdditig  to 
the  fever  of  my  obserration ;  at  length,  though  I 
would  have  shut  m;  e&rs  against  all  that  nraa 
passing  witMn,  even  wen  there  any  thing  Ifaat 
might  K'  DVDrheard,  I  found  m^>lf  U-nnii^ 
•gainst  the  waD  b;  tliu  t'nh  of  the  door. 

It  was  opened  after  a  while,  and  by  Je«mafftte. 
She  looked  anxiously  up  and  down  the  itrMt, 
listened  for  a  while,  and  I,  as  if  I  were  a  Mm 
fearing  detection,  even  held  my  breath,  but  she 
mw  me,  gavu  a  slight  suppressed  exclamatioa  of 
lurprise,  and  then  remuinod  ncitlK'r  avoiding 
nor  accosting  me.  I  inuttorixl  a  ft!w  indistinct 
worda,  to  which,  as  they  containe<I  no  meaning, 
she  did  not  condescend  to  afiix  one,  so  aa  to  g}4 
me  a  reply. 

"  I  am  waiting  for  my  fotber,"  she  said  at' 
length,  coldly  and  proudly,  as  if  more  explana- 
tion were  neoessary,  lust  1  should  consider  her 
stay  to  be  on  my  account. 

"  He  has  spoken  to  you  angrily,  vciy  angri^, 
I  fear,"  I  said.  J 

"  He  takes  the  course  which  he  believes  to  be 
his  duty,"  she  answered  in  the  same  tonei 
"  and  I  must  do  likewise ;  I  must  bear  v 
and,  I  suppose,  you  plcaso  that  I  sliuuld.' 
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"  Mjr  will  19  your's,"  I  exclaimed  eagerly ; 
"  tell  nw  how  I  should  act  ?" 

"Con  ht  need  counsellors,  who  ha<  so  many 
tnd  4o  able  alroadj-  ?"  *lie  tuktid  bitterly. 

"  NoDe,  non«,  that  I  would  for  a  moment  set 
agaiuHt  )'our  peace,  against  your  least  wikIi  — 
tell  me  only  this — you  love  no  otlier !" 

"  I  do  not  think  of  love,  save  what  you  foree 
me'to  bear,"  ahe  replied. 

"I  do  not,  then,  speak  for  the  preaent,"  i 
continued ;  "  let  my  hope  be  ever  so  distant,  it 
will  suffice,  it  will  make  a  heavon  on  earth  for 
me ;  let  me  say  that  it  is  given  by  you,  I  will 
take  cnro  tliat  it  vluill  suffice  all  others.  U)ok 
around  you ;  how  many  who,  like  younelf,  liave 
no  prefertince,  yield  to  their  duty,  to  the  wishes 
of  their  guardians,  and  are  happy,  too.  Would 
you  more  than  the  lot  of  passing  yotir  life  here 
with  (hose  who  luve  youP  Your  [Kurcnts  xhall 
be  ftx  tiiinu  to  me  ;  wlien  tliey  grow  old,  I  have 
that  which  will  It^ssen  their  toil,  and  my  uwti 
mother,  Jeannette,  will  love  you  as  your's  doMj 
she  has  promised  it  to  me,  she  has  said  Iiow 
proudly  and  fondly  she  will  welcome  you.  (>f 
wtiat  I  am  myself,  I  do  not  boast,  I  do  nut  care, 
except  for  your  sake ;  but  bid  me  be  what  you 
would  have  me  that  ties  within  my  strength,  and 
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say  jrou  wtll  be  mine,  when  1  bare  aocompUiheil 
all  foueiijoin  roe." 

Sin;  pluctxl  ber  hand  before  faor  eyM,  but 
I  ouuld  Itear  a  RtiQini  tob.  1  took  it,  it  wai 
inoUtvned.  Slie  inotnnd}'  awl  finn\y  with<lr«w  it. 

'*  1  say  it  to  yuurtelf,  m  I  liaw   mid  it  tu 
them,"  she  answered  at  length  j  "  I  oannol  w«d 
with  you.    I>o  you  not  tlunk  that  I  lnv» 
jiarenU,   Jat-ques  Alain?     What  other 
should  1  love  but  this  ?  I  know  uo  otb«ir.  Si 
I  tiot  striru  to  bv  kind  to  ono  wIm  spmk*  ta  nw 
us  you  do?     1  know  how  swoet  it  ii,  lu  w«ll  u 
how  good,  to  do  one's  duties  nt  hoine,  when  all 
is  familiar  and  kind  to  iiw.     Oli  I  wtuit  life  a 
there  elae  that  any  one  would  covet ;  U  leaint  to 
mc  as  if  tlic  bl«ifled  end  of  all  could   be  littie 
more  ibao  pleosuit  duties  here,  for  1  ItaVM 
•0  liuppy  when  I  have  done  tliem,  anil  all 
lookod  lovingly  u]K>n  mo;    I  have  been 
enough  to  pray  thiit  it  might  continue  alwaya^' 
but  it  could  iiiit  b<',  it  will  not  be." 

She  paused  for  a  moment,  and  then  ranuMd 
with  a  collected  digiii^.  "I  ilo  not  a«k  of  yon 
to  meet  my  father's  anger  i  I  know  Itaw  tarribW 
it  IE ;  I   know  whoee  office  it  is  to  bear  it  t  ^' 
know  the  strength  which  must  be  given  to  n>jl|^| 
port  it.    At  6nt,  1  felt  as  if  it  would  kill  bm^ 
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ao  not  now ;  Uw,-  Htrugglv  will  not  be  so  soon 
over ;  it  will  makn  iiie  unhappy,  p^rhnpn,  to  the 
end  of  my  days  ;  I  do  not  mpTOucli  you,  thougli 
I  liBve  felt  Intterly  against  you  to-tlay.  I  aril 
your  perdon  for  it,  Jacxjue§  Alain.  If  it  were 
not  by  you  it  would  be  by  some  other.  This  pro- 
po«aI  of  marriage,  ake  !  comee  not  ils  from  you, 
scBTcelyi  perhnpf,  from  my  father  :  it  i;  a  wile 
Ut  tempt  me,  or  u  trial  to  proT«  me.  A  9or« 
trial  tt)  liKTe  to  give  up  tiiat  obedience  wlikb  is 
next  to  what  we  owe  Ueav«n,  but  others  have 
done  it,  as  Master  Uuillaume  Fronte  has  read  to 
me,  when  I  liave  asked  of  him,  and  I  must  not 
be  more  unworthy  than  I  am," 

There  was  a  pause  a^n ;  one  of  wonder  on 
my  part,  for  I  had  no  means  then  of  judging 
the  extt.'nt  of  the  task  imposed  on  hor,  tbougli 
her  iiiauni'r  waj<  «o  simply  earnejit  that  even  then 
1  was  forced  to  g^ve  imwiUing  faith  to  the  troth 
of  it 

■'  Go,"  she  continued ;  "  1  am  marked  out  to 
be  alone,  not  in  the  cloiiter,  but  in  the  wodd 
itnlf.  Qo— there  it  nothing  in  my  late  that 
any  should  wish  to  share  it,  save  for  that  which 
surely  many  will  win  an  easier  way,  and  which 
I  can  but  pray  (or.  We  arc  friends,  JacquM 
Alain,   ther«  slwidd  be  none  elm  among  t]>e 
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tnie>htrarted ;  you  may  even  be  kind  to  my  ] 
rants,  if  you  mil,  fgr  my  akt,  urm  dny. 
«uch  friendship,  if  you  will,  for  it  is  mra  at  that 
these  beautiful  stuis  wilt  sliine  upon  Ui«  wortd, 
lODg,  loDg  after  we  huw  cccucd  to  look  up  to 
them,  that  we  can  newt  he  more  to  eacli  other 
th&n  wt>  are  now.  Good  night,  we  ore  fiitaiiSt 
good  night." 

Mj  aitawer  died  upon  my  lipe  as  she 
the  door,  and  now,  with  as  mu«h  of  dr 
impatience  as  I  had  before  felt  of  burtliem>d  iv 
luctanoe,  I  walked  or  rather  ran  back  to  Maxtj, 
indc«d. 

For  days  I  boru  up  againit  obwrrution  u 
w«ll  ax  I  could ;  worked  hard,  but  by  irrvgulor 
fits  t  endeavoured  to  tie  my  miud  to  tli«  quot- 
tioDs  of  other? ;  and  even  took  carv  Ia  bo  abMDl 
in  another  direction  than  Doinremy,  lest  my  an> 
usual  stay  at  home  should  be  remarked ; 
spite  of  all,  I  was  irritable,  even  once  or  ti 
with  my  poor  mother,  and  lix  at  last 
mc  almost  witliuut  questioning. 

My  nights  were  slceplen;   t  began  to 
weakness  even  to  exhaustion,  but  no  |>owit 
the  mind  to  rest     It  iteeded  but  a  little 
time  to  plungv  me  in  the  delirium  of 
Strange  tonnent  when  we  have  to  drive 
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the  bncy,  firom  tbe  heart,  all  they  lored  to  6n> 
counge,  nod  th»  phauilonis  will  come  back  iq 
biduous,  distortod,  y«t  most  vivitl  likunosi.        ^ 

Time  bad  oo  count  for  in« ;  but  in  a  few 
days  came  Jacques  d'Arc.  I  espied  him  as  be 
approacbed,  and  led  him  aside,  for  I  feared  that 
any  should  know  of  my  suSerings.  The  world 
callft  them  w^nesses.  Alas !  wlut  are  tU 
gtrengUu  In  that  which  it  eodun-s,  or  Id  tiki 
worthioees  of  tliti  cauw  P 

"  There  is  hope,"  ho  aud.  My  only  reply  was 
to  relate  to  Him,  after  a  serious  deprecatioo  of 
all  displeasure  against  her,  and  gwning  Iii*  ab. 
nlute  promiae  ttiat  he  would  refrain  from  it,  all 
that  bad  passed  between  -TeaDoette  and  myeel£g 

"  Tbe  matter  is  to  be  heard  at  Toal^  to> 
aKHTOw,"  Iw  aoEwered.  "Therefore,  it  is  of 
IHtle  avail  to  »peak  of  what  she  baa  declared  at 
that  time.  She  promised  you  in  my  presence  ( 
your  uncle  Courardin  saw  it ;  she  cuDOOt  deny 
it,  for  she  never  can  speak  ouythiog  but  tlw 
truth.  You  gave  mc  authority  to  enforce  that 
promise  in  your  namCt  and  I  liare  <lone  so.  She 
must  answer  before  Ui«  judge  for  breaking  it."  , 

"  And  WDultl  you  have  me  appear  as  an  oppo*- 
nte  party  ?"   I  exclaimed,  half  with  astonish- 
owdtaodbolfwitlt  anger.  ^^ 
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"  It  muet  be  done,  they  eaid,  in  your 
repUod  Jacquos;  "  but  caru  for  DoUiing, 
Epeftk  for  you ;  und,  hitrk  y»,  for  it  ha«  beeo  io 
my  mind  a  Utousaud  times,  Uioug)i  I  bave  not 
i){>oken  of  it,  it  is  wt-ll  yfl  for  us  itU>  for  you  and 
tor  tier,  aa  well  a-i  for  lior  mother  and  me.     B*- 
oollect  what  you  told  ine  just  dow  ;  have  you 
never  weighed  auch  words,  and  doubled  bo« 
tbey  might  be  poured  into  tier  mind  ?     It  is  a 
court  where  a  reverend  father  is  the  judge,  heU 
in  a  ooneecrated  place,  where  abe  must  lift  up 
her  Imnd  and  ttiU  what  theee  thin^  are  tl»l 
have  come  into  her  heart.    If  it  is  but  buey, 
Mhv  will  be  told  »o  by  *otm.>body  tlie  will  !*• 
iqMct  and  believe  more  thaii  ihv  doe*  us ;  if  tt  ii 
auiare  of  t)i«  fieikl,  h«  will  be  driven  ont  with 
dudne ;  and,  whatever  way,  I  will  not  beUam 
yet  but  she  will  be  restored  to  u&  all,  ny,  aad  br 
happy  and  thank  us  in  years  and  years  toocmt." 
How  little  is  needed  of  excuse  for  muling 
what  we  ardently  de«ire !    I  suBerol  JacqUM  W 
persuade  roe  at  least  to  be  pruwnt,  nay,  I  orassad 
witli  liim  tliat  very  day  to  Toul,  walking  tb* 
five  leagues  into  Lonmine  with  ongrr  hurry,  If 
not  witli  ranewfd  elasticity.    He  stayml  with  nw 
at  a  Bmall  inn  till  the  morning,  uot  "^^^vg  ftr 
Jeannett«  further  tlrnu  to  know  that  «lm  i 


THR  MAID  OF  ORLEANS. 


311 


P 


with  iier  motiter ;  and,  ia  answer  to  the  only 
UQstiun  I  ventured,  I  heard  that  she  vas  calm 

composetl. 

Whatever  might  have  been  expected  of  the 
plan,  «tther  for  atlvantage  or  explanation,  vran 
utterly  d«f«ated.  We  repaired  io  the  rooming 
to  die  fiiiv  cathedml,  which  pacea  the  small 
town,  niid  paced  up  and  dnwn  its  noble  aides 
till  oiu'  time  of  hc<aring  came,  then  passed 
Uirough  the  cloisters  to  the  room  where  sate 
the  judge,  whI  wlwre  JeoniMAte  and  her  mother 
already  ittood. 

Her  father's  jmsmonate  speech,  listened  to  at 
firct  with  great  conuderatiou  and  patience,  was 
Boaa  reduced  to  its  mvte  facts;  the  judge, 
prompted  by  the  asM-veretion  of  .Teannctte  that 
she  had  sufTered  her  father  to  place  her  hand  in 
mine  only  Ki  avoid  n  personal  resistance,  which 
she  could  not  dare,  gathered  from  the  very 
leagemeas  of  .Tacques  all  tliat  was  necessary  to 
invalidate)  the  bent  of  liis  testimony.  Onc«  Uw 
judge  looked  at  her  as  appealing,  and  once  only 
did  «h*  need  to  make  repiy.  "  I  have  vowed," 
afae  said,  "  to  Heaven  all  I  have  to  give  it,  tJiia 
pocfr  body,  pure  and  uncorrupt  as  it  is  lent  to 
me,  and  that  for  graces  vouchsafed  to  me  in 
prayer.'"    To  which  reason  the  judge  ?«verently 
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bowed,  and  then,  with  many  ooonderate  wam- 
iogs  of  peace  to  all,  dismissed  as  from  his  pre- 
aeoc*. 

It  WM  DM  a  reflation  that  I  ouuld  wake  at 
titv  time  tltut  ereu  then  tbe  judgment  of  J(«n- 
DCtttf  was  eoitqikuous,  as  b«r  couragw  appeared 
assured.  Not  a  woni  had  escaped  her  lips  more 
than  was  necesmiy  to  assure  a  caiue,  in  the 
right  of  which  she  evidently  oonfided ;  sot  a ' 
look  or  a  gesture  of  tnumph,  or  even  of  satia- 
ftctioa  at  its  event,  could  give  dispt«ttsur«  toi 
those  who  were  disDomlited. 
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Of  in)'  own  tiupcs  and  disappomttnent*  I  hnn-,' 
perhaps,  alMSwly  written  too  much.  I  sliaU 
inttke  no  further  atU>inpt  to  depict  what  cnKicd 
to  iiw  —  mr  illness  or  my  sbw  ri>ooveri,' ;  suffice 
it>  Uint  at  IflKt  I  felt  that  I  had  duties  to  pcr- 
fonn,  und  nlTvctions  to  return ,  which  Jt  would  b<; 
InMly  wolfish  to  neglnct.  I  tricKl  luml  to  Bobduc 
my  penona)  cononm  in  tho  fortunes  of  Jeon- 
ui^tt^ ;  at  last  I  persuaded  niyiK*If,  for  nuturo  is 
kind  in  cheating  us,  that  tlie  interctt  witli  which 
1  iuquired  after  her  fate  was  one  of  unmixi*dbi>- 
navolenoe.  i  assumed  calmnen  enough  to  be 
enabled  to  uiquire  of  her  and  of  her  family  from 
Conrardin,  and  even  from  thoite  not  to  nearly 
connected  with  me. 

The  stor^-  of  my  love  was  no  secret ;  it  wu 
one  in  whicii,  apite  of  some  weaknecM*  which  I 
regretted  io  its  oooduct,  I  felt  no  shame ;  T 
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afTected  none  uf  the  usual  subterfuges  of  re- 
jected km  i  I  Itad  neither  a  uuw  uttuclimonl  to 
proclaim,  nor  an  indifierence  to  the  old  one ;  1 
even  at  last  dprivi-d  sonu>  consolutioni  from  tltv 
id«a  that  JeuuncUu  was  ilcdicatud  lo  Hcavtw, 
thflt  I  had  no  iMirllily  rival,  and  that  it  ww  in 
my  powi^r  to  <i(j  a»  slie  liad  vowed,  and  to  maiu- 
tain  a  jiurv  aiu)  unaltered  aJTeclioa  for  her  here 
which  might  transfer  ite  reward  to  the  uneeen 
time.  But  herein  I  s]>eak  of  my  moments  of 
strength ;  I  liad  many  etil)  of  bitter  despair. 
Our  nScctiuus,  even  the  best  of  them,  are  nuuli? 
fur  the  earth  we  dwell  iu  i  it  is  a  terrible  pan- 
nioit  that  unGxeH  them  by  slaying  the  morlal 
hrart.     Uo  I  still  recur  to  myulf  ? 

It  was  mid- winter,  ere,  after  my  n>tura  alone 
from  I'oul,  I  could  ask,  or  bear,  tidings  from 
Domreroy.  There  all  seemed  passing  quietly 
enough,  but  C'onrurdin  asinircd  me  that  the 
liouse  seemed  much  changed  to  him. 

*'  To  be  sure,"  he  said,  "  I  wldomer  go 
anvmg  them  now,  for,  say  wtiat  you  will,  I 
sliall  never  tliink  you  wviv  uavtl  well ;  girli 
ought  to  know  their  own  mind*,  ay,  and  ought 
not  to  be  so  veiy  difficult  eitluir  j  to  be  sure, 
there  was  the  vow  slie  spoke  of,  but  tlien  she 
ought  to  have  declared  that  long  ago." 
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"T  tipvx'rguve  li«r  Uie  occasion,"  1  answereJ. 

"  Ah  wvll ;  I  know  yuu  defeotl  litT,  but  eoiiio- 
how  it  hoK  mudi'  them  all  unliappy,  1  think. 
Jacques  d'Are  }»£  vccmed  uncEmy  anti  discon- 
lented,  liko  a.  man  who  lias  boen  thwarted,  ever 
since.  Jeannette  iiAS  grown  more  serious  than 
tnr;  her  face  looks  anxioiu,  indeed,  and  1 
have  thouglit  sotnetinies  that  »he  is  thinner  and 
paler,  but  I  cannot  understand  lier,  as  you  have 
said  before  itaw." 

'•  And  her  mother  ?"  I  asked. 
She  do«  not  lei  any  one  bpc  any  <iiffer- 
that  nhe  run  )tdp,  but  she  talks  mon-  with 
Master  (iuillntime  Fronte,  tJie  cur»5,  tlian  ever, 
and  he,  you  know,  was  always  a  friend  of  Jean- 
nette'a, 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  that,"  1  said.  "  Her 
brothers  and  her  sister  roust  be  always  kind  to 
her." 

"  Ye«,  Jpan  stands  her  friend  as  far  a»  knock- 
ing down  every  body  that  aiy»  a  wordnf  her  that 
he  don't  like,  or  indeed  of  hie  father  eitlier,  so 
most  people  have  held  their  tongues  about  tJie 
matter  altog<^ther  before  him.  Pierre  come* 
trom  Uie  easUe  more  oAen  than  he  used,  and  he, 
you  know,  always  looked  up  to  Iwr,  and  tiicy  walk 
togetlier  there  almost  as   if  they  were  Lovers, 
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talkiDg  GO  carucstly,  wiUi  their  lips  to  each 
other's  ears ;  you  kiiow  how  quick* spirited  the 
lad  is,  and  he  ia  much  IcnAed  up  to  Einc«  that 
Mving  of  Uie  ludy,  and  he'd  be  angry  if  he  saw 
auy  one  look  at  lu«  eieter  so  as  to  displease  her; 
BO  it  is  kind  of  Iiiio  to  <-otuc  eo  oftvn,  for  even 
hie  fetJier  docs  not  lik<>  to  cross  him,  and,  no 
doubt,  JcatmeLUt  usk»  him  to  be  us  much  at 
Oomreniy  ue  be  ran ;  to  bo  <ure,  there  tuv  fewvr 
people  at  Uie  cml\a  how,  and,  perhaps,  he  is  lew 
wanted,  for  thn  damoifteDe  de  la  Meilleraye  Uial 
tie  rescued  went  away  montlut  ago,  tJwy  say,  to 
the  kiug's  court ;  but  what  he  can  Itave  to  talk 
about  with  Jeaiuirttc  so  much  it>  strange  ;  bro- 
then  and  ustersare  seldom  auch  intimate  friaids 
at  that  age ;  they  begin  to  look  elsewhere. " 

"  Little  Catliorine  was  always  an  angel  of 
peace." 

"  And  always  will  be ;  mark  you,"  replied 
Coniardin,  "  she  serves  for  her  fntlior's  plaything 
ns  Jeaonette  used,  tliey  say ;  and  that,  saeii^ 
tliat  he  does  not  take  eo  much  notice  of  her  as 
be  used,  perhaps,  makes  her  unliapi^." 

"  And  what  docs  Ja^'^ucmin  ?  Vou  haven't 
spoken  uf  him." 

*'  Wliy,  it  is  a  «hanie  to  speak  of  a  Clu-istiaii 
in  the  same  bretttti  with  a  dog,  though  soma  of 
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US  may  learn  lessons  from  such  dumb  brute*  as  i<> 
tamper  and  friondiiness ;  but  1  can't  k«ep  it  out 
of  my  Itwid  whiMi  I  sm  him  Bomrtimee  timt  lie 
look;!  ot  hiii  fntlwr  and  all  of  tltnn  as  if  he  loved 
thera,  and  wiiilietl  to  set  thein  to  riglits,  and 
didnt  know  how.  Just  like  my '  Brave,'  whnn  I'm 
thinking,  keep*  watciiing  me  fur  half-nn-honr, 
and  then  gives  a  bark,  as  much  as  to  say  '  I 
wish  I  could  h«lp  you.*  He  ha*  done  one  thing, 
though,  that  a  dog,  if  he  wpre  ever  so  clever, 
wouliUi't  havir  th((  sense  to  do ;  h«  Iioe  set  the 
Mayor  off  from  the  family  altogetlicr." 

Tiii»  wiw  welcome  new;?  tu  me.  in  spite  of  all  j 
and  I  quwtjonod  Ccmrardin  further  uhout  it. 

*'  Vnir,"  answered  my  uncle  to  my  query, 
"  Jacquemin  saw  that  the  little  mayor  was  con- 
stantly with  his  father,  and  that,  whenever  they 
Wl  been  talking  tugcllier,  Jacques  sodmod  more 
unhappy  than  usual,  and  even  worts  tempered 
to  Jeannette ;  fo  he  tried  finrt,  in  hix  way,  to 
ftfPront  Maltre  Aubery,  telling  him  plainly 
enough  that  h»  did  more  harm  tlian  good  ;  but 
our  mayor,  you  know,  never  believe*  that,  though 
[  every  body   says   it  5    90,  at    lart,    Jncquemin 

k  scratchet]  }m  iiead  to  some  purpow,  for  he  walked 

I  up  to  Madame  Auberv's,  and  just  let  her  know 
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wai  very  angry  with  Jacqu^min,  becauw 
epukv  ptvUy  freely  about  the  tnayur,  mention* 
ing,  he  eaiil,  wlmt  people  in  general  thougbt  of 
him,  and  Iw  fancied  uftenrards  tliat  he  had  don* 
wrong,  for  sliv  didift  hke  any  body  to  dnptw 
Maltre  Aubcry  but  lierself;  but,  however,  ht 
hu  never  been  down  to  Jacques  d*Arc'a  (ino*, 
nnd  Mcngette,  Uidr  maid,  did  vay  t}iat  tb* 
mayor  had  led  a  precious  life  of  it  ever  nncv  (or 
making  her  inferiorfl,  as  she  calU  Jacques  d'Anr's 
family,  insult  her.  Indeed,  he  lias  only  be«n 
seen  out  two  or  three  limes  lately  at  all,  and 
Madame  Aubery  generally  walks  with  him  quite 
proud  an<)  statHy,  and  not  Duticing  any  body,  or, 
if  lie  gets  out  by  liiniself,  Iw  goea  about  qait« 
liuffi^l  up  nnd  moping,  like  a  chiclccu  witli  the 
pip." 

After  this  piece  of  comtJatoiy  justice,  I  had 
little  more  to  learn  for  tliat  tiaifi,  or,  indeed,  (or 
twt  or  three  montlit  aHerwarda,  savn  tlutt  Jean- 
ni<tt4>  grew  more  and  more  pensive,  and  tbe 
laniily  more  and  more  reserved  t  but  with  the 
spring  a  change  took  place.  Jeaiinette,  wfaoat 
only  oonmlation  now,  more  titan  ever,  wis  to 
mlM  DO  opportunity  of  devotion,  itod  been  to 
ttw>  chapel  of  NAlro  Dame  de  Bennoot,  and  ww 
m*-!  there  by  her  uncle,  Durniid'Laxarl,    The 
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nfTectionate  rttlntiou  wan  struck  with  tlie  a]l<>reil 
appearance  of  his  uiece;  he  quf^stioned  Iter 
clotdf ;  she  confeseed  to  him  that  her  home 
was  tlaiiy  more  and  more  unhappy.  A  ninii 
like  JactguvH  d'Art-  wiis  utterly  incapubli;  uf  aiiy 
malice-bearing  j  but  he  hwl  U-cn  luwuntt  in  hiit 
own  opiDioQ  by  tiie  result  of  the  trial  atToul. 
Hfl  no  longer  seemed  to  conaidei  Jeann«tte  as 
one  claiming  his  protection,  and  the  kindness 
which  follows  such  a  dependRnte.  He  mislrusted 
her,  amd  felt  tJmt  hie  neighboiu^  looked  upon 
him  as  hardi  and  unjust  Ut  her.  It  was  wi-ll 
that  he  had  no  more  tvil,  no  remorwful  mis- 
giving to  lay  to  the  past ;  he  had  acted  to  the 
bast  of  his  judgment,  for  it  is  very  difficult  to 
fiwpvc  tliose  concerning  whom  we  caonot  forgive 
ourselvcK.  It  required  more  tlian  an  untutored 
rustic  philosophy  for  Jacques  to  weigh  bis  own 
actions;  he  was  perplexed  and  humbled,  and 
his  unhappinoss,  whicli  Jmumct1«  oou]d  find  no 
means  uf  removing,  was  tlifl  Intterest,  as  well 
die  most  unceasing,  trial  that  slie  had  yet  hod 
to  bmr. 

Durand  Laxart  was  not  long  in  making  up 
his  mind.  "  Would  it  not  bo  better,  Jean nctle," 
he  said  to  her,  "  tliat  you  should  stjiy  with  u» 
at  Petit  Burey,  at  leaet  till  this  Jmmour  is  pai<t, 
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till  you  can  all  forget  eT«T]rthii^  tmoomfortnblc, 
and  love  one  another  as  dearly  ns  befon;  ?  I'm 
sur«,  wlici)  titusv  wlw  Imn  been  good  friends 
ITU  >!«pumtvd  bjr  any  )tttl«  mifltaku.  thaj  Uibk 
morxf  Kindly  of  one  another  than  ever ;  it  u 
Mtnething  like  deatli  tlmt  nudcM  tu  tJiink  lew  of 
ouTMlvm  and  more  of  those  who  arc  gone  j  <mty 
it  is  bvtier  tlion  dcAtli,  bccauae  when  wt>  come 
to  tint  aetise,  all  can  be  >et  iquare  and  riglit 
again.     You  mutt  come  to  os." 

Jconnettc  thanked  and  blesaed  Iiim,  but  she 
smiled,  (00,  witli  hope,  and  that  to  Unrand 
Laxart  vaa  kinder  and  more  grateful  than 
words. 

"  But  1h>w,"  sive  asked,  *'are  you  to  ^t 
from  home  ?  My  father  and  you  have  not 
such  friend*  Ut«ly,  uncle,  and  I  am  oiVwd 
Itare  caused  that,  too." 

"If  you  hare  caused  the  littje  quarrel,  yuu 
shall  cause  the  makittg  up  of  it  a^io,  Jean* 
nelte,"  said  be.  "  I  know  Jacques  d'Arc ;  hell 
be  friends  with  me  again  directly,  for  I  shall  b»- 
gill  l>y  (liking  him  a  favour  :  yuu  know  I  don't 
<'xpi>ct  your  nutit  will  Btuy  Up  much  loc^(ttr  now. 
I'll  asli  tliem  to  let  you  come  and  tend  her.  and 
I'll  defy  them  to  deny  met  and  you'll  soo  (hat 
they'll  be  eo  much  obliged  to  me  for  coming  to 
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em  first,  wbea  Uiej  think  I  tued  Uwm,  that 
mil  be  bolter  thau  ever  botwcun  lu  at  once, 
and  why  not  ?  I'm  sure  I  ihouUl  U>v«  tlK'iii  juflt 
tba  mtae  for  coming  bo  to  me.  1  've  thought  so  a 
fmtxlrfld  times,  only,  to  be  sure,  imboily  aakt 
Biiythiiigof  me,  becaiwe  1  have  notliing,  nut  evto 
a  (laughter  yet  like  you,  JeaDDe^  to  make  folks 
court  mo  and  mo  after  me." 

JoantHitie  Uinw  lier  amu  round  her  udcWs 
iM«k.  and  both  werv,  for  Uuittnoitiunt,  so  happy  1 
'tlteir  Utthr  plan  waH  «oon  put  in  pructice,  and 
bad  all  the  ruocsm  it*  ii^nuout  cmfl  merited. 
The  favour  of  Jflanoattc't  acrvioo  was  granted, 
as  Uurand  supposed  it  wouhl  he,  witli  thanks  for 
the  opportunity  of  graoliog  a  favour. 

Jacfiues  d'Arc  wonderod  at  lliat  inetant  how 
Oumnd  Itad  etayed  n>  much  away  from  them, 
and  witli  tJite  wholesome  gush  of  his  feeling 
emme  bnck  at  onco  the  bi'«t  part  of  hie  old  love 
for  hit  daughter.  Ho  looked  at  Uw  coar»  red 
diMS  the  woro,  aitc)  which  on  anottier  would  Itave 
MdRwd  MmetliiDg  lem  tlinn  liomely,  and  blame<l 
liinwcif  that  ]w  hail  forjr^lt^n  to  make  some 
purcliaM  for  her  at  Neufchilteau ;  he  would  even 
have  Bel  off  on  purpoM,  but  she,  moved  with  lils 
kindo«wslnio«tbnyo»d  her  (brtitudf,  piitoffhii 
pressnt  till  ih«  shouk)  return,  which,  Itown'er, 
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Dunuxl  had  skill  «nough  to  rtipulate  ahoutd  not 
be  for  Mine  timo. 

It  seemed  atrange  to  her  tlieii,  tJiat  it  stiould 
require   all    h«r  stren^h  of  mind  to  quit  )n>r 
home,  on  wlmt  ajipoared  so  hom«)y  an  nt'caeioo ; 
bul  eliD  had  ne>'er  been  parted  from  il»  occu- 
liante  many   liours  together  of  her   life:  riw 
pBuced  and  lingorcd  na  Um>  threshold,  wid  bade 
adieu  aguin  and  again,  and  over  and  ovm  em- 
braced Uiow  wtiom  sbe  quitted.     Was  it  the  r«>  I 
newed  love  that  ihe  felt  ao  precious,  and  eo  diffi- 
cult to  abandon?   Was  it  more  than  this?    Did 
she  foel  Hint  but  a  ffw  eburt  viKite  would  be  all 
she  jttiould  again  receive  of  sudi  endeamientB 
them,  tliat  lier  liom«  sbould  be  Iter  honw  noi 
more  ?     Ab,  no !  it  could  acarcely  be.      Deeptl 
and  clear  as  were  hor  presentiments,  tliat  waa  oat ' 
against  which  even  slie  could  not  have  stmggkd 
to  come  off  with  iinnivdinlu  m-tory. 

Once«n  the  roail,  blw  walked  «»  witli  Durand 
gaily.  He  tonk  from  ber  ttie  small  purool,  which 
contained  all  her  store ;  and  she,  joyful  with  the 
reconciliation  wlie  had  witnessed  aud  iharud,  bo- 
gaii  to  talk  to  him  with  the  enthusiasm  of  Itkr^ 
earlier  fmlings,  mode  tlw  bvauUful  day,  and  tbafl 
budding  prcimiw  of  spring,  eeem  yet  nHwe  <lt< 
lightful  in  )K>r  praises,  baniihed  tiis  (narfi,  oadj 
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r&i'edliis  hopeseven  tojoyitsolf  in  tliflpromiMJ 
event  in  \\U  family;  und  wus  with  liim  itguJD, 
the  child  he  had  lovtxi  years  ago,  and  whom  he 
prayed  hia  own  nii^ht  reitenible.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  in  Uteir  walk,  th«  thought,  she  has  owDed 
it  aoce  to  m«,  camo  strongly  upon  her,  that  eIu- 
wa«  tmuing  tltu  rood  to  Vaueoiil«ats.  It  www 
lititrally,  but  it  phiywl  with  iier  imagination  the 
more,  as  *Uv  wa«  ai<>unKl  that,  ■•veu  by  this  k- 
nwral,  one  dtfK<:ulty  was  lesaened  for  her  r«iilly 
repairing  thither.  Once  or  twice  slie  questioned 
the  htmeety  of  her  own  previous  purpose,  accused 
herself  of  putting  a  deceit  upon  her  parenU  ;  but 
again  faei  conscience  assured  hor  it  was  not 
so ;  when  she  left  tliem,  at  leait,  it  wa»  with  thu 
intent  merely  tliat  *i\e  expressed  to  Laxart,  of 
being  freed  from  tlieir  ailent  reproach.  Had 
the  indignity  of  the  trial  at  Toul,  my  Love,  all 
that  idle  had  aincc  bonie,  only  been  cast  upon 
her  to  fecilitate  the  very  purpose  they  had  soeiiied 
tu  threaten  with  unconquerable  diflicultiet  ? 
So  iiiUy  did  she  become  convinced  of  lliiti,  that 
met  twice  or  thrice  by  sotnu  of  h«r  companions, 
who  asked  lier  tliv  purpoH!  of  iicr  journey,  though 
in  a  wiii«per,  and  to  tiivm  apart,  under  an  in* 
junelionof  eecrecy,  they  have  not  lui«itato<l  since 
to  declare  Uiat  she  answerod,  "  U.  Vaucouleun." 
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But  Oiimnd  LdiXArt  knew  notbiiig  of  this  j  hie 
only  ideaa  were  h<ir  r«Dewc<l  UappiiM^  aiid  liis 
own  iji  having  contributed  to  it. 

Thej-  reachetl  his  cabin,  s  much  humbler  ono 
than  tlie  cottage  at  Domreniy ;  it  oootained  but 
tJirao  anall,  mean  ruoms,  for  which  titv  furniture 
was  barely  sufficient,  and  his  wife  Imd  nothiog 
to  set  bislbre  them,  but  bread  and  milk,  yet  all 
tliis  was  more  than  content  to  Jcannettc,  who 
wen  practised  one  lesson  lefl  her  by  tlu:  Iwimit 
of  Dreux,  that  utter  simplicity  of  livii^  is  nmw- 
mry  to  one  who  would  make  hard  tasks  easy,  and 
Uii*  alKtinonc-e  »lio  nuuntniiiMl,  4>ven  wbcr«  jJb" 
mi{jht  ht'ofTLTi'd  temptations,  which  wiiuldcumotu 
a  maiden  of  her  education  in  the  shujte  of  oousual 
luxuries.  Busying  hereelf  at  once,  with  all  ehe 
oouM  do  to  increase  tJie  oomfbrtK  of  thut  littJe 
liouwliold,  and,  as  soon  as  tiiat  short  ta«k  was 
acconipiislied,  occupied  ootutantly  with  the  sfuo* 
die  or  tJte  needle,  in  auch  works  as  sl>e  hoped 
might  repay  the  hospitality  of  Ourand  and  lua 
wife,  eiie  had  yet  more  than  ample  leisure  for 
thought.  Dumnd  was  absent  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  at  hii^  labour;  \wt  aunt  frniuentlylay 
down  to  reRi  in  the  inner  room,  and  the  window 
by  which  situ  woiktMi  commanded  the  nnd  to 
Vanoouleun. 
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How  run?  oro  llw  iatfrrupdons  to  a  perfect 
stillnen  in  such  u  villugv  as  Petit  Burey,  ev«n 
at  Doon-day !  Sotae  minds,  bounded  by  the  con- 
stant sintplicily  of  kucIi  a  sc-ene,  oni)  unable  to 
comjircluiud  tbe  noblett  puis  of  it,  the  great 
•coRuaon  mbliinities  of  atcy  uid  air,  of  sun-ligbt. 
and  of  earth's  profiwion,  which  its  influence  (W- 
.velo{)e4,  hiwbino  u  men?  part  of  tli«  llMtlewness 
keelf,  or,  like  tiie  prisoner  in  his  dungeon,  inakti 
companions  and  iriendB  of  Uie  meanest  and  leaxt 
congenial  things.  OtlKra  use  thia  solitude  to  view 
the  world,  as  in  a  map,  gaining,  by  equal  <lis- 
lanoc  from  all  its  concerns,  tlie  due  propor- 
tion and  inipurtaiK'c  <^  each. 

Jvaiin<.!tti!  had  too  much  to  conjorture,  and  too 
littUi  to  ruiocjuber,  to  enablv  her  to  do  this  even 
to  her  own  aatiiEution ;  hut  xhc  used  the  quiet 
time  in  like  kind.  She  exercised  lier  iinn^na- 
tion  in  the  strong  undeviatii^  principles  of  right 
in  the  thousand  supposed  cases  whit;h  its  ardour 
l^aced  before  her,  in  tlie  task  which  day  by  day 
preesod  more  and  more  u{)on  her,  as  the  end 
for  which  iho  wos  created  ;  and  well  wtui  it  that 
she  was  ignorant  of  UioMOonventionw,  by  which, 
under  tliv  pretence  of  $u|>erior  knowledge  and 
practiutd  experience,  the  miserable  common^place 
intcrcstii  of  the  world  tliwart  the  operation  of 
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tU  gmnd  and  simpln  moral  vlentraiU,  and  call 
their  jtenrersions  a  science.  A  beLiefin  the  pae^ 
ailnlity of  suob obstacles  might  havecliUled the eo- 
thunaam  which  couUi  aflervranlB  (tespiw  them. 

The  silence  and  sacnenees  of  lier  solitude,  tlw 
want  of  new  objects  of  interest  on  wliich  U> 
converse  ut  meal-tiines,  or  around  the  heiuth  ai 
night,  made  tlie  want  uf  the  one  act  slw  had  to 
do  an  uitxious  ami  iiiccBsunt  pain.  She  tri*i) 
oftttn  and  oO«n  to  ontor  upon  the  tubject,  but 
some  trivial  int«miptJon  stayed  Iwr  t  or  doubtinjj; 
the  belief  of  him  to  wlioin  slie  was  to  speak>  hn 
own  hesitation  delayed  her  until  the  opportunity 
was  passed.  Hints  of  her  purpose  she  had 
alrt-ady  given  to  some,  distaot  indo«d,  and  quite 
Iktyimd  Lltoir  powtTof  rrasuniogupon.  Slwliad 
onee  told  ono  of  bcr  youthful  [daynmti^s  tluU 
"  there  was  a  girl  between  Oompey  and  Vau- 
oouleurs,  tliat  sliould  restore  the  state  of  FVaiioe ;" 
but  tlie  young  peasant  had  only  wondered  and 
forgotten,  till  events  revived  llw  recollection. 

She  had  called  up  Uie  prophecies  that  werv 
rifo  iu  the  land ;  liurn,  pcrliape,  of  its  oppras- 
sioos  and  tniscrioR ;  and  her  \'oi<.'L-,  tliougli  Irut 
one  Goiutantly  m-urring  to  them,  had  Hrved  to 
spread  tlwtn.  S)»e  hail  to  teat  hiTwtf  in  ram's 
minds  as  their  object. 
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AltnMt  all  who  have  woo  great  things  by 
mar\-el  and  entjiusiajim,  true  or  false,  have  been 
eIiIo  to  begin  by  ooanncing  thoec  wlm  knew 
them  best,  >o  much  niuet  tlmt  which  vonnnundu 
other*  be  founded  on  a  truth,  nod  uiuelfiklitiMV 
uf  life,  luid  be  procluimud  witli  tlu:  leal  which 
•pringa  from  n  puritj  of  conttciuDotr.  JeoDiiotle, 
uolMtrned  oven  of  tier  letten,  o>ul<l  not  have 
kiKnrn  thii  by  lore,  but  ihu  fuit  it.  Ttw  paa- 
aons  of  her  &tlter  had  met  her  in  Uie  carri^re ; 
slie  had  spared  Iter  motlter  a  confidence  which 
might  fieum  a  treason  to  him.  Uer  hints  to  her 
young  friends  had  been  so  many  grasp*  of  tlie 
soul  to  catch  at  Bumu  sympathy,  tlwrc  wne  now 
•0  ooiistituti-d  as  to  uflbrd  it  to  Iwr.  Would  the 
simple  honest  Duxaiid  liiixnrt,  with  all  his  love 
for  livr,  with  all  hiH  truat  iii  her,  believe  a  story 
wbidi  Mt  his  every-day  exjierieoc*)  at  defiauce  P 
uf  which  she  liad  no  proof,  but  her  own  assured 
belief?  Yet,  if  he  woutdoot,  by  what  token  was 
riw  to  persuade  i1k  cold,  stern,  soldierly  Bawlri- 
ooort?  by  what  mean*  wait  ohe  to  arrive  evKo  at 
tha  pretence  of  tlie  Dauphin,  though  to  gain 
that  might  be  to  be  sent  back  willi  mocks  and 
shame  as  an  unpostor? 

The  thought  brought  red  blushes  and    cold 
drops  upon  her  cheek ;    but  then   came   lofty 
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prid*  itnti  truo  patk-iici>  in  its  pla<:i.>,  and  sUp 
puetd  UiL>  littlo  room  with  a  sU-p  timt  grasped 
th«  floor,  a  linul  enct,  ^'yi*«  fliuliiiig  witU  con- 
tomptuouB  coumge.  We  see  an<)  ajjplaud  the 
BWceuful  deeds  of  lifo,  ynt  witliout  e\'eii  guess- 
ing at  this  eileat  bravery  wliicli  engondera  Uiem. 
Yet  osture  is  not  uojunt  liere ;  it  ia  Uie  constancy 
tJiat  bears  on  to  iho  end,  that  merits  the  praJw. 
it  is  Dear  that  has  strangled  so  many  of  thwt 
ohildninof  tJic  bruin,  their  parents  dreudin{{  that 
they  should  mo  Uie  light. 

It  wax  not  until  ^>e  had  pwwd  eight  dayi  at 
Petit  Burey,  that  Jeanoette  could  bring  lientelf 
firmly  to  encounter  the  chances  of  incredulity, 
perhaps  of  pity ;  and  to  submit  that  which  was 
to  mcretl  to  tiorself,  to  the  cool  investigation  even 
of  80  favourable  an  auditor  bs  Uurand  L>axait. 
But  tlw  nraning  was  peculiarly  lovely,  and  nven 
genial  for  the  cloMtof  March ;  Jean»l^tte  Loxart 
liad  been  extolling  her  niece's  kindni'**  to  her 
hoibaad,  and  tlten  left  them  to  «oek  her 
own  rest;  Duraiid  was  even  warmer  than 
ever  in  his  fatlierlikv  love  for  ber,  and  b^jgetl 
her  tu  tell  him  of  some  tJtings  which  ha  knew 
interested  hentolf,  Htoriev  of  tlii<  itlder  saintc  and 
martyrs,  and  in  which  he  began  to  fiMtl  a  lympa- 
tfaetic  interest  worthy  of  t)ie  nanator. 
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JoaijiiMtt)  miurred  to  the  story  of  the  past, 
for  ihe  ivrocmlMrml  that  the  hod  herself  Wen 
first  awakened  by  such  recitule;  but  tu-niglit 
eh»  tokl  him  of  tbo  hermit  of  Dn>ux,  nnd  of  hit 
prophpcim.  atnl  brought  directly  before  him,  in 
tlta  clear  tight  of  extutiple,  the  question  of  the 
pivnint  existence!  of  »uch  interferences.  Dunind 
was  too  obedient  a  churchman,  as  well  as  too 
HiSjtIft-heartcd  a  man,  to  dispute  thfni. 

**  And  ttiiif  man,"  continued  Joanm>tU',  •'  who 
had  stood  before  a  king,  Die  meoKooger  of  death, 
laid  his  liaod  ujion  my  Iwad,  and  said  tltat  even 
of  such  aa  I  tnighl  arise  the  defence  of  France." 

"  AH  is  possible,"  said  l>urai)d  Laxart  fer- 
vently, for  Iter  previous  speech  had  wanned  Ids 
}irart.  Wliat  true  heart  did  not  thien  Iwat  the 
quirkvr,  when  the  English  tynuiiiy  wa:t  «)>oken 
of,  and  its  resistcrs  weru  huoouT«d  in  tln^  praiM'n 
oTthcir  ftllow-patriott  ?  Tliis  had  wasted  tlic  twi- 
light, the  moon  wiu  up,  and  thed  it«  light  full 
Ihroughtheimall  ciwemcnt  upon  the  faeoof  Jcan- 
nettn ;  tihe  continued  to  «pcak  in  her  oubdued, 
■wwt,  muncft  vowc,  gentW  and  comiderate  even 
in  hvr  entliuaiatm,  lor  the  breathing  of  the 
sWper  was  heard  within  the  little  room. 

**  It  is  true,  uncle,  she  sotd  calmly  and  de- 
liberately, in  reply  to  his  admiseion,  and  with 
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tliat  laiJ  \wr  hand  upon  hit  tltut  ho  might  feel 
that  Bhe  did  not  tn>mble,  and  kvpt  her  oouiite> 
□OQce  steadily  in  the  light  that  he  might  he 
assured  oC  her  unshrinking  conviction. 

His  face  could  be  but  dimly  seen )  but  s)ie 
felt  his  band  start  under  her's,  which,  oftur  a 
moraeot,  hi>  grasped.  *'  How,  Itow,  my  child  ? 
Joannettv,  you!"  bu  MUd. 

"  I  um  marked  out  luid  uppointud,"  ihe  »• 
plied,  in  tho  wiroo  unshukun  tone  and  manner, 
"  to  require  to  Clmrkv  the  I>Auphin  his  lightful 
inlieritancc  of  Fnuicc." 

'*  But "  and  lie  could  »aj  no  more ;  for 

there  was  no  quivering  in  her  returned  gra^p ; 
aa  far  as  the  tight  which  such  a  window  od- 
mitted  would  allow  him  to  perceive^  no  move- 
ment of , irresolution  in  h«r  soft  yvt  tcrioue  faec. 
Uuiand  was   Bomewhut  uwwi. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  uncle,  and  help  me,"  she 
continued,  "you  have  just  $aid  tJmtaU  is  poa- 
aiUe ;  will  you  doubt  roe  when  1  tell  you  this  is 
true." 

'*  But  you "reitt-rated  Laxart,  and  again 

lie  could  go  no  furtlwr. 

"  'I'tie  unwortlueet  and  the  weakest,  pvrliops  ; 
yot  itrong  enough,  being  an  instrument  of  nick 
a  will  as  could  change  all  this  world  with  one 
tJiought ;  you  believe  that  this  might  be  ?" 
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»  Yra." 

"  You  must  beliove,  and  you  must  help  me," 
reit^'nitoil  A'^ntM-tUi ;  '*  1  cunnol  livu  us  I  tlo 
now  ;  i  )mvv  u  Uuk  conitn>ui(lcd  mo  Uiut  must 
be  done ;  thit  tinm  it  passing,  tliv  time  of  kuc- 
toUT  th»t  I  am  to  bring,  and  my  Voices  urge  me 
more  and  more ;  they  ^pesk  moro  often,  and 
they  ^puak  c-ach  lime  more  clearly,  more  posi- 
tiv»ly,  more  uwfully.  I  trust  they  will  newr 
tpmk  to  me  reproachfully  or  in  anger,  for  my 
sluggtshncKs ;  it  would  go  nigh  to  kill  me." 

"  What  voiws?"  askod  Durand  Ijaxart] 
"  bat,  perhaps,  it  would  be  better  to  t<.-n  me  in 
tbe  morning;  you  can  walk  with  me  in  the 
6«lds,  and  talk  wbilo  1  work,  and  I  will  listen  to 
yoa-  I  fball  foel  surer  that  it  is  you  who  are 
ing  in  tiio  daylight,  amd  lliat  you  ciiiiu 
lean  nil  you  «uy." 

"  Wlii^n  you  pleaw,  deer  unfile,"  replied  Jean- 
nette  suhini>i*iv«!y. 

"  But  I  will  hear  you  now,  if  you  wish  it," 
)ic  re^mied ;  "  it  h  foolish  to  be  startled,  be- 
cause it  happens  to  be  dark,  and  yov,  Jeannette, 
are  not  one  to  trifle  foolishly  upon  this  or  any- 
thing else." 

•  f  I  hare  sate  almost  all  day."  said  JeannottC; 
**  are  you  tired?  we  will  walk  up  and  down  in 
the  street  of  the  village." 
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"  M'ith  all  mj  luwrl,"  roplioA  Laxart,  and 
a  moin«tit   liis  cup  was  on   lii»  h«<itl,  and 
opened  tint  tloor.     Jennnette  cast  lii^r  old  Ik 
around  Iwr  shtmlders,  and  followwd  him. 

Tlw  night  was  rhill^,  but  bcAUlifullj  clear, 
and  neitlier  n>r)^aixlml  (lio  air.  Jeannottc  hung 
U[ion  hur  unclc'f  shuuldcr,  nnJ  he,  relieved  by 
ewaping  frucn  tho  gluoin,  Mmiled  and  caraseed 
ber.  I 

Not  a  aoul  else  was  stirring ;  even  the  dogs 
knew  tbe  tread  of  Durand  Laxart,  and  made  no 
moviin^nt  of  alarm. 

"  In  such  nights,"  ru«umL>'l  Jcannetts,  looking! 
up  into  the  glorious  dty,  "  I  alwajM  feol  inon> i 
certain  tJtnt  good  and  mighty  Npiritit  an  around 
us ;  tlivne  (|uiot  lightt  ofU>n  wem  to  t^^U  nic  that 
Onu  who  nilw  «vffn  tJieni  watches  ub,  day  aiid 
night,  without  ceasing,  for  ever,  I>o  not  look 
araaxed  at  me,  dear  uncle,  or  aliriok,  or  start.  I  ■ 
say  so,  liecause  I  would  have  you  know  that 
what  I  am  to  tell  you  is  a  truth  that  may  bsj 
spoken  in  such  great  prcwncc*  as  wb  stand  in  j 
and  that  tlwreTure  it  would  be  sin  in  mo  to  I 
to  speak  thvm  before  man  ;  and  that  I  dare  notl 
add  one  atom  to  what  I  bt'lit-ve,  ur  take  ontj 
atom  from  it.  Now  give  me  both  your  Iiandnt^ 
and  stand   and   look  at  me,  an<l  hear  raf  ray 
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again,  thai  I   am  bidden  to  save  Charles  the 
I>aupliin,  and  his  kingdom  of  France." 

Ue  could  see  that  ehe  said  this  with  a  grave 
and  placid  smile.  "  And  what  lias  biddea  theo, 
JeanD«tt0  ?  what  vokes  tHiXet  thou  spuak  of,  that 
made  IDC  at  tho  monKnt  Utten?  for  I  almurt 
•zpccted  to  licar  th«m  too,  though  I  km>w  not 
what  thi*j-  uni." 

"  They  ha\T  spokea  to  me  now  for  yi-an',"*bc 
annrered ;  •*  and  tiiU  it  is  ttiat  Iim  tnadv  me 
do  oUierivise  than  haii  been  vxpt-cted  of  tnu.  Ute 
firwt  tiiiMt  that  tlwy  visit«d  mv  was  when  1  was 
little  more  than  thirteen  year*  of  age.  They 
did  not  coin«  by  night,  or  whtrn  1  could  mifldoubt 
my  eyt^itight;  tliey  did  not  come  iit  any  strange 
place  wliere  1  might  only  foncy  unusual  things. 
I  was  quite  well  in  health,  not  weak  or  sad  with 
fasting. 

"  1  wus  sitting  at  nooo-day  under  the  pear-tr^ 
in  my  laUii^r'«  garden,  a  liglit  brighter  titan  the 
Sim  row  above  the  church,  and  seemed  to  make 
it  all  wte  glory ;  in  this  i  discovered  the  face  of 
the  noblest  looking  man  1  ever  saw;  and  behind 
^^  him,  ranged  in  deep  ranks,  armiee  of  beings  of 
^H  graat  brightness  and  beauty,  and  winged  like 
^H  angals ;  and  tlien  I  saw  what  made  the  tight 
^^   stronger  tjian    the  fulhsliining  sun ;  for  thou- 
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nnda  of  tapen  more  than  !  could  count  bu 
btftm  them  m  belititid  to  U-  bcfuni  ninu.  I 
knelt  mnd  tivmblvd ;  for  I  did  not  kiMW  hovr 
good  und  gentle  tlit^-  wcro  ;  but  Uiiit  titno  the 
diief  of .  tlxMi)  hadf-  me  nothit^  but  to  be  good, 
to  go  to  tlio  churches  as  1  was  wont  to  do,  and 
to  triut  in  Heav«n.  They  left  me,  and  1  did 
notliing  but  womUr.  Twice  inore  I  heard  this 
voico.  He  cheered  me,  but  told  me  that  it  wa» 
iteedful  tliat  1  should  go  into  France,  and  tluit 
others  should  be  sent  to  me  to  direct  and  coun- 
sel roe,  I  bad  nothing  to  offer  in  return  for  such 
promises,  but  I  knelt  ami  vowed  to  kc-p  mjr»df, 
if  it  might  bi-,  pure  and  untpotted  to  my  dMith, 
for  the  honour  of  the  Heaven  that  sent  tboni. 
I  was  tcarcely  the  ha|>piitr  Ui^n,  cortaioljr  not 
the  prouder ;  though  1  was  astuiiitlwd  that  all 
wlu)  met  me  did  ttot  apeak  of  it;  and  1  thought 
it  strange  that  tliey  should  go  on  with  titeir 
irork,  as  if  thrn*  was  nothing  else  to  do  or  to 
■w.  But  the  proii)i»e  was  kept  to  me.  Two 
nnet  and  gracious  women,  dressed  in  shining 
garments,  and  with  crowns  upon  their  heads, 
and  with  such  glory  as  the  other  host  bad  slwwn, 
but  softer  and  lees  dazzling,  appeared  to  me ; 
they  came  again  and  again,  meeting  me  in  tin 
Iteldn,  an<)  by  the  fountain  near  the  gnwt  boerh 
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tree,  until  I  tr^mbted  at  them  no  more,  and 
Aojed  not  doubt  what  tbey  eould  be ;  for  they 
tiwBys  gave  me  good  counsel,  surb  ae  ntjr  mo- 
thur  lind  taught  mv  with  my  pmyi>rs,  or  »uch  as 
Hacter  GuilLnum«  Frontc  would  imjt  only  not  so 
Imrncd,  and  mwli  morebenutirut  to  hear, 

"  1  came  dicn  to  lore  th«m,  Ti*nttircd  lo  put 
my  lips  to  tho  br>m  of  their  robei ;  I  nlways 
knelt  to  tliMn  out  of  honour  when  tbey  visited 
ne,  or  if  I  forgot  it  I  asked  their  pardon  whan 
tiny  left  me ;  then  my  comfort  seemed  to  be 
only  in  seeing  and  hearing  Uieni,  for  I  oould 
find  no  ono  elm  tl]at  would  eeem  likely  to  be- 
lieve me ;  so  that  when  titey  left  m«  I  critKl 
for  Uie  sorrow.  They  told  mc  that  thorp  wan 
great  pity  for  the  realm  of  Prancv.  Oh.  bow 
happy  tlipy  made  me  to  (HI  m*  that !  and  then 
they  gave  me  again  good  counsel,  and  bade  rae 
lo  be  firm  and  constant.  Then  we  heard  of 
more  battles  that  the  Dauphin  iuid  lost,  so  that 
it  seemed  as  if  he  were  always  to  lo«c  when  his 
men  encountered  these  Englieli,  and  I  was  much 
grieved.  St.  Catharine  and  8t.  Agnes  could 
not  console  mt'  alone  i  but  tlu-y  brought  with 
them  the  voice  tliat  luid  first  spoken  to  me,  one 
such  as  you  might  tee  to  be  a  noble  l(«dor  of 
battle*,  and  Ihera  was  such  oheer  in  fais  shining 
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Ekee  as  whoever  lie  smiled  upon  could  not 
afraid.  He  told  me  ttiat  I  tliuuUl  roitu 
from  even  mightier  dangen,  and  lead  tho  Dau- 
phin to  be  crownmJ  king,  where  hit  fonriiithers 
had  been  crowned.  It  came  into  my  heart  at 
uUier  things  have  since  been  diwovered  to  me, 
and  I  knew  him :  St.  Michael  was  he  who  thuN 
Bpoke  to  me.  And  then  fram  time  to  time  u 
the  news  came  I  asked  of  them,  and  they  coun- 
selled me,  and  Gtill  urged  me  more  and  more, 
pointing  out  my  way  eacli  time  nwre  dearly, 
till,  at  last,  they  bid  me  go  to  Robert  de  Bau- 
dricourt,  Captain  of  Vaueoulcure,  and  bid  him,  in 
the  numo  of  Heaven,  to  scad  me  to  the  Dauphin. 
Th«y  did  not  bid  mo  t-onoea]  it  from  my  father 
and  mother,  In  that  I  was  to  be  my  own  guide ; 
but  Iww  »houM  1  apenk  to  tlieni  of  what  I  aayt 
would  make  them  m>  unhappy,  and  if  tliey  altould 
preVRnt  me,  how  couUl  I  live  and  hear  suoh 
conunands,  and  not  be  able  to  obey  Hieou  i'  Tbf  n 
came  Jacques  Alain  with  hts  lore-suit — whot 
answer  oould  1  make  to  it?  then  tbe  lime 
wben  we  fled  to  Neuri:hftteau,  and  there  the 
Voices  ^ke  again  and  again,  and  I  grieved  to 
beeent  fbrther  fnmi.Vaucoideura  ;  and  since  they 
have  urg<^d  me  on  and  on.  '{"hey  gave  me  com- 
fort when  I  was  cited  to  Toul,  and  bade  me  be 
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ofgcocl  hetrt,  for  I  «hould  win  my  cauM>;  aiul  this 
nade  me  abU>  to  iitanil  up  agoinit  tnj  lather 
wlien  1  sltould  etoe  have  nink  to  th«  grmind  at 
his  feet.  And  now  1  am  W  liitlMtr,  and  they 
fpoUc  to  me  atill,  and  bid  me  do'the  task  I  sm 
ai^inted,  for  that  th«  time  draws  nigh." 

"  And  what  would  thejr  have  jrou  do?"  aiked 
Dunuid,  with  a  &ith  of  which  he  was  not 
himself  aware. 

"  Go  to  the  Captain  of  Vauenuleur*,  and  hid 
him  tend  ntc  to  the  Daupliin/'  answvrod  Joan- 
netbc. 

'*  Tn  fiKht  on  hii  Ale,  or ?" 

"Tu  do  whetvrer  shall  be  there  appointed 
m«.  Odc  message  of  consolation  I  have  for 
him,  bikI  o»e  cnmmand ;  and  these  alone,  if  he 
accept  them  tmly.  shall  win  back  his  kingdom. 
U«member,  I  do  not  s|>e9k  of  myself,  or  what  I 
can  do,  but  what  1  am  bidden,  and  that  will  be." 

"  But  how  fhnll  Uw^  bt^licve  you?"  asked 
taxart  anxiously.  "  I  have  known  you,  Jean. 
nott«,  from  a  child  almost,  and  though  nobody 
else  would  perhaps  listen  to  such  things  at  all. 
jet  I  am  so  sure  you  couldn't  say  a  word  that 
you  are  not  quite  sure  of ;"  and  here  he  looked 
inquiringiy  at  her,  as  doubting  whetlier  lie  did 
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not  at  lp*Kt  confcw  too  much,  «vea  if  he  might 
sufliir  hiDi'^U'  to  bv  convinced. 

"You  (li'l  aoi  txuA  in  me  at  6x9t,  ileur  uncle," 
answoreJ  i>W ;  **  do(  till  I  tuld  you  oU,  wrI 
then  it  wits  lliv  truth  iteelf  you  believed,  aad  to 
slnll  they.  Beside*,  do  not  otliun  ftpeok  aa  well 
tut  I  ?  Is  Dot  it  in  every  mouth  titat  '  FMnce 
»liould  be  lost  by  a  woiitan,'  aod  that  is  proved 
already  too  true  ;  an<)  may  not  the  mt  of  the 
tame  Baying  be  as  well  believed,  '  tJiat  l'''nutG« 
shall  besaved  by  auother  i' " 

*'  But  that  it  should  be  you !"  repeated  Du- 
rand. 

"  Ifl  there  not  the  other  saying : — ^That  a 
maiden  eIibU  come  to  eave  France  &om  the 
For^t  Orfnu ;  and  b  it  not  a§  if  to  take  away 
all  doubt  that  1  am  tliat  maiden,  timt,  beudes 
being  close  to  it,  I  waa  forced  to  go  tlirougb  it 
from  Neufchftteau  home,  and  tint  1  do  come 
right  from  it  to  Vaucouleurs?  They  shall  all 
beliere,  at  last,  as  I  feel  now  that  you  be- 
lieve." 8lie  paused  in  their  walk,  and  looked 
(uU  at  liim,  while  his  face  confri»«>d  it ;  "  that 
you  i!o  lit  n  proof  to  mv  tliat  tlicy  musl,  fur  tbsy_ 
may  see  what  I  am  aa  pleiuly  as  yon  do ;  let 
thnn  search  of  me,  and  he  sure  that  I  always 
spook  the  truth.     For  I  know  too  that  they  will 
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not  listen  at  firrt.  I  doubted  it  more  before 
than  1  <io  now  j  and  1  tukM  of  my  Voices,  ami 
tbey  bid  me  not  to  be  tlulicurtcocd,  though  my 
suit  ebould  be  dismissed  tUriue ;  ai)d  1  will  not 
if  I  may  have  the  strength." 

"  You  would  go  to  Robert  de  Baudrioourt  — 
iod — Bod  your  tatliei-  and  motlier — "  urged  Uu- 
nad. 

''  I  have  «uffiircd  that  thought  for  many  years," 
replieil  J«aiini;(ttt ;  "  nnd  perhaps  tliat  is  the 
reason  why  it  docs  not  (juitu  di^nny  me  now  : 
yet  muiA  we  not  all  pass  tlirough  pain  to  be 
happy?  Are  they  not  lart,  thn  dwirest  part, of 
those  I  am  to  save?  Had  1  been  ncnt  forth 
years  past,  ve  might  not  have  known  that 
miserable  night  ai  Oomremy,  or  come  back  to 
lind  what  we  did,  the  houses  burnt,  the  craps 
d«stroyod,  tlio  church  cast  down,  and  poor  Co- 
lette——no,  no,  Durund  Laxart,  <mch  must 
give  a  partof  wliat  he  Imn,  strength  or  whatever 
it  may  be,  that  all  may  bn  sccun. — and  —  1  —  [ 
am  selected,  commanded,  t  cannot  rcfuw  to 
go.  And,  af^r  ail,  will  tliey  not  rejoice  if 
through  blood  of  theirs  all  Frauc«  shall  be 
blessed,  will  not  tiieir  old  age  be  honoured  ?  Oh  1 
dear  )>urand !  that  is  a  hope  ttiat  makes  me  almiKt 
at  peace  sometimes,  for — for  myself  Iwould  live 
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and  di«  with  tlem,  obey  ihem,  <lu  what  I  lewn 
to  tnysetf  to  be  fit  to  do,  to  Imv*e  1  said  to 
my  \'oic«,  but  tliey  bid  me  go  on  with  niy 
ttuk." 

••Truly,"  observed  Durand,  "great  honour 
would  come  to  tliem  in  such  a  case,  and  to  you. 
Is  it  not  said  tlmt  you  shall  be  highly  rewarded 
for  all  you  shall  do?" 

"  I  liave  asWd  for  no  reward  on  rartJt,"  an- 
swered Jcannette,  with  simplo  forrour,  "  Uic 
Voices  iuro  prornised  me  none,  Tliey  have 
told  n>e  that  to  obey,  to  do  ray  duty  whatever  it 
may  be  heiv,  han  a  better  rcwani  tluin  any  I  can 
»eck  of  kings  or  of  jieople.  I  may  hope,  very 
humbly  hope,  tliat  Uiis  tliall  be  mine.  I  may 
hope  to  see,  as  poor  Colette  did,  such  tilings  as, 
even  to  catch  the  least  sight  of,  could  take  away 
all  hi'r  pnin  atulgrief.und  muko  her  kind  heart  bid 
me  to 'rorae  soon.'  This  t«  all.  Uncle  Durand, 
if  you  had  heard  them  speak,  seen  them,  loved 
tltem  as  1  have,  you  would  know  why  I  should 
not  care  about  rewards." 

'l*hDy  walked  up  Bn<l  down  for  some  time  in 
*ili>nce.  At  length  Durand  passed  his  hand 
ficrosB  his  i'ycs,  and  <Ircw  a  long  breath :  —  "I 
will  go  to  tlie  captain  of  Vaucouleurs  myself," 
be  Mid ;  "  I  know  I  am  a  simple  mnn,  that  I 
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ehall  not  be  able  to  tell  him  th«  tale  as  j^ou  have 
told  it  to  me,  but  I  can  t«ll  liim  wlmt  you  are, 
and  tltat  I  belJcvo  it,  which  is  more  than  you 
can  my  about  yourself.  And,  be»klc*,  if  tliey 
are  to  laugh  and  mook  at  what  they  do  not  un> 
derataod,  let  t)i«ni  laugh  and  mock  at  me,  I  can 
bear  it.  Jeonnette,  I  will  carry  your  tiieasage 
to  Robert  de  Baudricourt."  She  waa  not  pre- 
pared  to  accept  or  refuse  thia  new  offer  at  once, 
but  site  thanked  her  uncle,  and  they  relumed  to 
the  cabin,  she  with  a  content  that  for  many 
yean  she  had  not  known.  The  next  morning 
Diirand  hold  liis  purpose,  anil  Jeannette  con- 
sented to  it. 

Reader  !  Let  me  grant  you  all  you  can  oifk, 
that  Jeannette'fl  visions  were  the  work  nf  ima- 
gination ;  I  shall  not  believe  tliat  they  were 
uninspired,  till  you  convince  niv  tliat  no  be- 
neficent power  suggested  or  ordained  tliem. 
I  will  rvfer  you  in  tho  future  pages  to  the  means 
aha  employed,  to  the  purpose  for  which  she  em- 
ployed tliein,  and  bid  you  ooto  the  brte  by  ita 
fhiita.  To  tlie  sceptic  who  admits  not  tJie 
l^Dtk  of  our  church,  I  will  grant  that  such 
persons  at  St  Catharine  and  St.  Agno«  ncvi>r 
were ;  yet  waa  the  inspiration  true,  though  it 
cpoke  through  the  memories  of  those  whom  slie 
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knew  only  by  crowning  them  with  her  ofieringa. 
Enthusiasm  waa  needed  for  the  best  of  Heaven's 
gifts,  peace ;  who  shall  dare  to  eay  that  to  the 
unselfish  Jeannette  d'Arc  it  was  not  providen- 
tially given  P 
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CHAPTER  XIU. 


It  was  much  for  the  lioQ«!it  faith  of  Durand 
Lttxart  to  prove  itself  by  the  sacrifice,  whicli  Uie 
aecomjilUhinvtit  of  liie  oSer  might  require  of  liim. 
To  give  up  probably  ilnys  to  JcAiinvtte's  ^leinra, 
wh«n  he  more  than  ever  was  likely  to  need  the 
produce  of  titeir  labour,  for  those  so  very  dear  to 
him,  nnuU  as  tlie  amount  may  ae«m  to  the  tliought- ' 
le»  rich,  was  tlic  offi.Ting  of  a  grcftt  heart.  But, 
having  onee  made  tlic  )iuggi>«tion,  Duraad  truati^l 
Fervently,  that  his  burthen  would  not  be  grvutvr 
thuii  )w  might  bear;  and  felt  a6$ure<]  that,  if  he  de- 
void n  p«rt  of  his  meaiu,  whero  Providnm'e  seetac 
to  eojoiti  liim  to  b«t>tow  tliom,  it  was  rather  a  causn^ 
of  hope  tlian  fear,  for  his  own  liumble  proepeHty. 
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«ven  care  to  hMr  tbND;  nay,  tliat  b<>-gin  to'sndl 
w  Mxm  u  ono'«  lfp«  am  openv<l,  und  ttmt  too,  idW 
waiting  in  Uw  hallx  for  an  hour  or  two,  woitdering 
what  one  tR  to  meet  witli,  and  starting  every  tinie  a 
door  is  opened  for  fear  one's  turn  to  speak  should 
be  come.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  about  soma 
things  I  was  to  say ;  but  I  forgot  most  of  them, 
Dven  to  t«ll  the  Captain  of  V'aut-outcurs  )iow  mueh 
lie  might  (ruet  to  all  you  swd.  You'd  have  dona 
just  tlie  tame  thing  youmlf,"  he  continued,  after 
looking  in  Iwr  fac«  (or  u  moment,  to  mw  if  klit 
blanied  his  failure,  and  then  wiped  hi*  hrow  with 
the  back  of  his  hand,  and  lialf  fltuig  himtetf  upon 
n  bench  near  the  door. 

"I  tltould  bari!  feared  as  you  did,  uncle,"  said 
JeanR«tt«,  aitor  a  little  paitw,  *<  but,  coot  me  what 
pain  it  would, I  should  have  tried  tot«ll  them  all— 
you  saw  Baudricourt?" 

"  Yes." 

"  And  told  him  wliat  I  said  to  you — that  1  am 
oommandi^d  to  tcvk  the  Dauphin  Charles,  and  to 
deliver  the  kingdom  of  Frauce?* 

"  1    must    have   i>aid    as  much  as  tliat,"  replied 
Luxart,  '*  though  I  I'ould  scarcely  awoar  tlial  I  did  : 
the  Captain  heard  me  with  hi*  head  turned  omde, 
as  if  lie  were  impatioiit  to  attend  to  somebody  else  t  fl 
and  in  truth,  thpre  were  many  waiting  for  him ;  he^ 
blamed  me  for  troubling  lum  with  such  fancies ;  lio 
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told  uc  tlmt  I  ought  to  know  bvtt^r  how  tu  rulv 
young  pcuplv  put  uoJrr  my  carv,  thaii  to  encourage 
tbero  ill  Uicir  wild  foUiv*.  Then'  wun>  two  or  three 
gentlemen  wiUi  him,  wlio  looked  pmudly  and  sueeN 
in^ly  at  me  as  be  apoke,  becauiie,  perliaps,  he  was 
the  greatest  among  tiiem,  and  they  woulil  mther 
pLeue  him,  thau  gire  euuh  as  I  am  a  little  emuu- 
ngeniicnl,  for  great  ones  hang  togi*tlii.T,  and  do  nnt 
like  tiiat  tlicir  infurion  idiould  lx>  loo  bold  ;  wid 
then,  when  1  did  try  to  tell  him  that  I  loved  you, 
and  tlmt  you  noedtyt  not  to  be  cbi-ckcd,  but  did 
everything  kindly  and  diligently— he  cut  me  short 
with  a  stem  look  and  a  hasty  tone. 

" '  llie  man  is  as  mad  as  tlie  girl  herself,'  he 
faid,  '  else  he  would  have  known  that  a  box  of  the 
«ar  would  be  a  better  answer  to  her  tdle  talk  than 
tu  boar  Ku<:h  meBsugee  to  me,  a  soldier  charged  with 
a  terious  offioo.  Go  liomi^,  friend,  sliake  thyt«lf  out 
of  tliy  dream,  and  do  a»  1  counwl  Ihce.'  What 
was  tlic  um;  of  a  {xxir  innn  Hliewing  his  anger  at 
the  thought  of  striking  you,  Jeannette?  I  should 
have  said  more  tiuui  1  ought,  because  I  felt  I  should 
be  in  the  right,  and  then  one  always  gives  otTente, 
as  I  did  once  to  your  father ;  so  I  got  out  as  well 
■■  I  eould — and — ead  I  came  back  again,  as  you 
«cc." 

The  greater  tti«  effort  »lie  made  to  suppress  them, 
the  more  irresittibly  woukl  tlw  tevn  come  into 
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Jeaniii'Ue*!  eycB»  not  (or  thu  difajipunUncnl,  nut 
frir  tlM>  ililiiicultics  wliicli  tho  civarly  raw,  anil  whicli 
ttw.  ri'-ltmuKtbeiium)»uiiU»l,  hut  for  Ute  unWindDesR 
that  was  implied  in  Ui»  indifr»>ty  of  a  hluw,  Uic 
liardiiieKH,  as  vntW  as  Mve  incredulity  which  t\x  wiu 
fated  to  encounter.  Hhe  preeaed  l>uTand'3  haiid-^ 
tlien  kfl  bim  for  a  few  minuteK,  and  returned  with 
a  faoe  on  which  noting  but  an  occasional  aad  in- 
voluntary glance  betrayed  the  absence  of  h«r 
usual  composure. 

Her  d«tcTini nation  was  taken.  Shi;  itnm«iliat«4y 
raverted  to  other  mutters,  aft«r  Uiaiiking  livr  uncle 
Berioudy  and  aflvctionntely  for  what  Ih^  had  done; 
talked  of  hi*  own  houuhold  coocvnu,  of  the  metliod 
of  repairing  his  lost  timtt  by  hvr  own  asnstOQce  in 
U>e  field ;  and  so  complotely  Ivd  liini  froin  Uio  tub- 
ject  of  hie  discontvnl  to  that  of  hi*  int^irvits  and 
hiB  h(^8,  that,  afU-r  some  wnndrr  at  h«r  patience, 
hn  almost  ttoubted  that  Iw'  could  liaTp  boeu  em- 
ployed in  a  buunosN  wo  fontign  to  hh  u»ual  life :  at 
Ivngth  ho  nrarly  forgot  it,  save  now  aikd  then  to 
turn  umI  wonder  again  at  her,  w))o  so  skilfully  led 
him  from  wltatKemed  a  few  hours  before  to  engross 
all  Iker  feelings,  and  to  lad  her  enlist  all  his  in  Ibeir 
behalf.  What  was  left  of  Uie  afternoon  was  spent 
by  botli  in  rustic  labour;  .leaiinette  more  than 
vying  with  her  uncle  in  the  tutk,  and,  a<  the  light 
faded,  they  reftimetl  chiwrfully  lioni*  together. 
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And  then  i>unin<l  do  longer  forbore  to  speak, 
Nnioe  no  leiuiUrencM  of  JeaniK-tte'a  appeared  to 
omd  thftt  he  should  spar«  liis  words ;  ho  even 
thought  hi*  encouragement  would  be  a  kindness, 

"  F«w  are  like  thee,  Jeannntte,"  he  sa>d,  "that  I 
wtien  they  see  the  impossibility  of  n  tJiing  ciut  ciuitj 
it  aside  at  once  out  of  thought,  and  go  to  their  toil 
again,  aa  if  such  oolious  hud  nerer  entered  thi^ir 
tiemU.  You  must  not  work  always  as  you  iiave 
dotie  to*day,  tliouffh  I  have  let  you  have  your  own 
way  this  once  about  it ;  but  you'll  stay  with  us,  or 
perhaps,  even  at  Domremy,  contented,  now  tliat  you 
seethat  there'sno  hope  from  Baudricourt,  or,itM)e«d, 
from  any  of  tbera  to  do  a&  you  would  have  them." 

A  alight  trambling  came  over  her  fnunc.  She 
had  »cized  an  ariJiiouf  labour  as  u  discipliiw  of 
tra»i]uillity,  w  wdU  at  a  deed  of  gmtitude  and  jiu- 
tioe ;  she  had  endeavoured  to  renew  tlie  strengtli 
of  her  mind,  by  putting  time  between  her  and  the 
sense  of  Iter  di.'>u])pointment ;  she  wished  to  think 
of  her  new  difficulties  as  things  of  course,  by  enter- 
taining them  gradually,  and  looking  thvni  ailnily 
in  tlio  fece.  She  would,  thewforc,  liave  avoided 
reply,  but  for  the  paramount  obligation  of  sincerity. 
She  eonqoered  lier  repugnance]  site  pauseil  in 
Ihtir  walk,  she  met  DuratMl's  look  fully  as  «hi^  Iuk) 

itn  the  nigttt  before,  and  with  the  same  intent  to 

■unt  him  of  ber  unyiokliitg  purpose. 
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"  I  am  changed  iit  noUiing,"  she  said ;  "  I  lutve 
Rllow«d  mysdf  a  ehcnrt  respite,  that  I  might  have 
nil  my  little  strengtli  ready  for  what  seems  to  oeed 
it  all ;  but  what  I  have  to  do  miut  be  done,  thou^ 
it  oofit  mtt  pain,  tJie  ptuo  of  shame  for  thoir  jttfts 
and  worn— «uid  that  it  will  be  done  I  know,  though 
I  know  not  what  I  hare  to  go  through  to  do  it." 

Dumud's  look  of  sorrow  and  of  pity  was  his  only 
answer. 

**  Tht8  sorrow  comoe  justly,"  sIm;  continued,  "  fin- 
that  ut  the  very  outset,  I  liav»  ihnitik  front  my 
own  enjoined  dut>-.  It  shall  not  be  so  again  :  and 
for  disappointment,  wan  it  not  lokl  to  me?  Did  1 
not  «]x!ak  of  it  to  you  7  But  I  should  have  met  it 
my)ii>lf.  My  cowardice  has  increased  my  toil,  as  I 
should  have  known  that  it  would ;  but  it  hiu  not, 
as  I  have  Icamnl  nrcn  while  you  w«ru  gone,  put 
the  great  work  it»olf  in  danger ;  tiiank  Heaven,  I 
have  but  so  much  tlie  more  to  struggle  with,  and 
all  will  be  well  if  you  can  forget  wliat  you  have 
borne  for  me." 

*'  Dear  Jeannette,  do  not — "  wclrinwd  Loxart, 
too  much  moved  to  say  more,  and  Jeonnettc  pro- 
vented  Ilia  emotion. 

*'  Last  night  you  believed  me,  dear  uncle ;  did 
you  think  it  so  little  a  thing,  that  a  poor  girl  as  I 
am  sliould  he  called  to  this  office,  tJiat  the  first  rub 
in  th"  path  should  turn  me  bank  from  it  ?    It  is  full 
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of  pain  and  of  danger  that  I  have  to  do  and  to  bear ; 
UKlay  must  be  a  leanon  of  endurance ;  no  more : 
ft  lig^t  one  perchance,  to  wtiat  I  liave  to  meet. 
But  let  it  not  distress  you ;  hencelortli  the  deeds 
and  the  sufferinga,  if  they  be  bo,  aw  mine." 

"  Not  dUlress  me,  Jeannettf,  who  tuve  you  as 
my  own  d<.-ar  child  I"  vxclainunl  Laxart.  '*  I  would 
go  down  on  my  knoes  to  you,  to  persuade  you  not 
to  risk  wliat  I  Irnvc  met  with  this  day.  It  se«au 
nothing,  a  hard  word  or  two,  but  1  found  it  much 
for  a  man  to  bear,  and  fur  «  gcntl«  g^rl  like  you—" 

"  And  you  will  make  what  I  ntu»t  do  Uio  harder 
by  discouraging  me?"  she  itaid,  witii  an  intended 
roprooeh  —  intended,  indeed,  as  tiie  only  means  of 
•paring  both.  "  But  we  will  not  talk  of  it  more. 
I  mult  ntk  your  afisJstonce  —  not  (o  ehare  any  re- 
bufi«  witii  me,  but  to  enable  me  to  moet  Baudri- 
court  Msfely.    You  will  du  tltU  for  me  ?" 

"  V'ou  will  have  oil  yuu  ciiotjse  from  me,  be  it 
wlwl  it  nuiy,"  urawered  Duraiid  earnestly,  though 
«adly. 

"  Tlien  not  a  word  more  now  —  1  need  time  —  I 
need  thought — succour,  which  will  bo  given  lo  me. 
to  teach  n»e  to  despise  obstacles  which  now  would , 
fret  my  pride,  hut  which  I  stiall  »trive  to  groi 
humble  enough  to  disn^gard.  Not  a  word  more  now ; 
let  us  pass  the  re«t  of  ttie  crentng  cheerfully  and 
thankfully."    With  tliia  tliey  entered  Uie  cottage. 

■  5 


10 


JOAN  OP  ABC, 


Daya  paned  away.    Her  Aunt  obatrnd 
mn<t  Unit  Jeannette  vran  ninTo  llian  lUtoaUy  lilnitj^ 
though  «till  Implying  with  a  nni1«  of  gootUnutunfl 
•  to  every  question,  and  preventing  pv*?y  deaire  ;  in 
Irutli,  her  mind  wiu  becoming  moiv^  eonccntnitml. 
Dumiid  watchitl  her  with  iuixii-ty.     Hi«  nffcrtiixi 
maili'  him  ft-cl  rcspon«ble  fur  vvrntu  whti-li  yt  bafl 
rould  p»n:pin>  no  moans  of  controlling.     Again  and 
■gain  iho  quvvttun  was  upon   hi*  li(M  to  know  o£| 
her  further  intentionf,  and  even  he?  placid  ct 
poeur«,  her  evident  readiness  to  reply,  diBorm* 
his  intjuisitiveneps.     Jeannirtic  wiohcd  to  be  askedj 
but  Durand  forbore;  she  wns  obliged,  therefor 
tu  rtnnind  him  of  his  promi»t  of  assistance. 

"  T  liari-  thought  much  of  your  words,"  elte  «iEi 
to  him.    "  Wliat  I  haws  to  do  i«,  indocd,  stmng 
for  a  girl  like  me  to  go  about ;  I  «honld,  indeed,^ 
Itare  been  a  man  to  consort  with  men,  to  reply  to 
them  with  Srmnesi,  which  would  seem  proper  Itar- 
dibood  in  a  man,  and  which  in  me,  bue  for  Id 
cause,  n-ould  be  immodest  and  unbecoming." 

She  looked  at  liaxart's  wistful  face,  and  answer 
tho  acquiescence  in  tier  own  objection  which  th« 
road  in  it. 

"  But   tho    time    calls    upon    evervthing    Dial 
hrvnt)i«M  and  can  fc«fl,  were  it  but  mcIi  a  child  as 
I  wtv  when  it  was  6nt  spoken  to  me;  and' 
grvatvr  ])rai»c  iliatl  amx  by  tho  weaker  inst 


lau- 
»r«aH 


THE  MAID  OF  0RI.BAN8. 


II 


meDt ;  aiid,  per)iap«,  too,  tivt  hearts  of  nwn  shall 
be  t)i«  more  anjtiwil,  Kwiiig  tlm  grvut  aveii  tliere  ie 
when  a  situj]!^  inaulcn  is  nil  tjist  is  |pft  to  Prance 
as  a  hojio.  Vet  1  must  bo  as  u  nukD  in  their  myvs ; 
they  muNt  not  sport  with  nut  ns  though  1  «-i.-re  un 
idle  mainmet.  The  timu  ittuill  c-onn-  when  I  mitet 
be  arniMl  &«  a  maii  for  the  war,  and  ev«ii  now  1 
would  be  habited  as  one  to  tvll  my  errand  gravely 
As  beseems  it." 

"  W'Ul  they  not  sport,  even  with  such  diagiuBe  'f" 
asked  Laxart. 

It  is  not  a  diaguise,"  replied  Jeanoetle.  "  Alust 
1  not  cast  aside  the  fears,  the  customs,  the  thoughts, 
of  a  woman?  I  aay  again,  they  must  not  regard 
me  as  ooe — and,  for  their  sport !  Dear  uncle  !  if 
you  put  tJie  same  faith  in  me  that  once  you  did,  i 
should  tell  you  that  I  tia^'e  a  better  reamn  Uian  nil 
tliose ;  such  a  habit  is  enjoined  me,  as  convenient 
when  the  need  may  seem  to  oneu,  from  my  being 
^ooe  among  men,  by  txiunsel  that  I  «haU  nuvLT 
question,  that  I  shall  strive  nerer  to  disobey." 

"What  is  raioe,"  said  Laxart,  "i»all  yuur's, 
•Tesnnette  ;  only  think —  only  he  sure  tlmt  you  do 
not  deceive  yourself;  but  I  will  not  vex  you  with 
advice:  take  what  you  will." 

And  now  Jmnnvtte,  resolved  on  her  own  pb 
and  anxious  only  ti)  nvoitl  diwouragement  or  It; 
terruption,  again  exerted  herself  tit  turn  the  current 
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of  hn  ubde's  thmights  :  she  divorted  the  oonvcm- 
tion,  itulo«(],  but  Dumntl  1<nred  her  U)D  well  to  suffer 
hiK  ntt^Mition  nully  to  bo  calW  offfrom  her  purpo»v«. 

Th«  ntomii^  of  tbu  I'lev-ctith  of  Muv,  1428,  had 
but  a  short  time  dawned,  when  Jcanncttc  wiis  up, 
nrm^-vd  in  «  suit  of  her  uncle's  dothec,  tuid  that 
coltect^d  and  {Heced  out  with  difficulty,  that  she 
might  not,  even  for  a  few  i\ay*,  tnke  vrhiit  lie  him- 
self iK'etU'd,  OviT  tiie  cuanu;  dark  brown  coal 
which  slie  had  wrapjxid  around  her,  her  long  ricli 
hair  flowed  u]x>n  her  aJtouIdem,  and,  with  tlie  clear, 
delicate  finish  of  her  features,  told  plainly  enough 
the  sex  of  the  wearer.  Her  nu>ther'3  hand  hod 
smoothed,  and  her  lather  hod  praised  those  beau- 
tiful tresses,  and  tliese  were  the  only  thoughts  that 
romp  to  Imt  us  site  took  up  the  scissors  which  wer« 
to  trim  them  to  the  short  rouixl  style  of  a  man's, 
iir  rather,  pcrhap*,  what  a  woman  wouhl  call  »o, 
fw  her's  alwny*  elusU-rwl  riehly  in  her  ncek,  though 
in  an«r-seasonN  trimmed  cloec  enough  for  the  liel- 
met  ami  Uk  mail  nock-piece. 

But  this  time  Durand  fitayed  lier  hand  [  lie  hod 
stolen  to  tier  side,  while  stie,  eorneet  in  what  was 
to  ensue  {mm  her  preparations,  had  not  marked  him. 

"l>owhat  you  will,"  he  mid;  "go  where  you 
will,  I  must  go  with  you.  T  hare  not  slept  all 
night,  for  I  knew  when  you  spoke  s«  quietly  tliat 
you  wero  bent  on  doing  lomething  at  once.    Come, 
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come,  if  this  chai^  ii  to  be,  it  neeil  ihA  be  yet.  1 
will  be  by  your  aide,  ami  you  may  tnirt  nie,  at  all 
eveots,  for  keeinng  you  from  wroDg  or  affront 
better  thaii  yon  could  guard  yourw-If  in  these 
clotlies.  Let  it  be  niy  nJvcc  still  tliat  you  are,  and 
you  shall  we  that  I  will  oot  be  afraid  or  ashamed 
to  take  you  to  tlie  Captain  of  ^'aucouleure,  and 
toll  him  you  are  she  that  I  told  him  of,  and  ask 
him  to  hear  you  for  yourself.  They  may  call  m« 
mad  again  for  obeying  you,  if  they  like ;  but  th«y 
■iwll  Dut  call  me  an  idtol,  or,  what  is  worse,  a 
coward,  for  leaving  you  to  contend  wiUi  lltuir  pridu 
or  with  their  ribaldry,  aa  it  may  bo  by  youm^lf. 
There,  there !  I  will  hear  no  mon.-,  Jwinnctto — and 
oiie  thing  that  will  set  you  more  at  e«»e,  tliat  I 
should  go  with  you ;  I  Itave  lain  awake  thinking  all 
night,  and  the  more  I  think  the  more  1  know  thai 
what  you  say  must  be  true;  or  else  goodness  ami 
MDse  are  nothing  to  judgn  by,  and  one  can  only 
goow  and  be  right  by  cluinre." 

It  was  witii  joy  tbot  Jeannette  accepted  the 
eomfort  of  Laxart's  auciety,  and  the  teatimony 
wbioh  it  borv  in  her  1>ebalf.  She  imtantly  changed 
ber  dreis  to  tht^  poor  gown  of  red  she  usually  wore, 
then  ran  to  the  door,  and  told  him  she  was  ready 
todepart.  Bread  and  water  formed  their  moming'if 
meal,  and  before  Uie  sun  had  risen  tln-y  were  on 
their  way  to   Vaucouhiurs,  yet  not  before  Jean- 
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miUe  luul  provided  with  a  neighbour  I'or  all  kind 
can  to  Luxurt's  wife  duri»g  their  absence. 

E!ariy  ns  it  vof ,  and  sure  as  they  were  uf  reach- 
inj*  Vnucuuk-urs,  as  soon  bb  the  Captain  of  the 
aiAlii  wuuht  be  likely  to  receive  them,  Jimniiotte 
walked  on  with  ii  rn]>!d  pwe.  It  wnn  not  until 
thej-  had  pa»M^I  through  Maxoy  that  tlte  a  littl« 
checked  it.  It  wat  kind  Xit  rtn'  that  nlie  hurried 
paet  the  door  of  my  Ixmrn'.  Duniii')  liBxart  haa  told 
m»  «inc«  that  ehe  gave  it  a  hasty  and  apprehensive 
giaiM»,  and  redoubled  her  speed  till  she  was  out  of 
sight  of  it.  Shv  then,  for  the  firet  time,  halted, 
and,  atmo*t  for  th«  Bret  time,  spoko. 

'*  It  cannot  bv  fire  uVluck  yrt,  uncle,"  «hv  «id ; 
''  anil  we  «]iull  be  at  Vnur«>uK-i,)n>  long  hclbrc  rix  ; 
but  I  waf  Uiinkir^  of  what  I  Imve  to  do."  Her 
eager  and  ili>termined  »tl^p  hail  told  as  much.  "  Bau- 
dricoori,"  ilui  nwumwl,  "  will  «carc4.'ly  see  un  till 
aftw  Iiic  inomingV  repowt  j  wn  may  a*  well  rest 
awhile  upon  thu  road  oa  lingor  in  his  halls  for  the 
servants'  questionings." 

*'  I  havr  a  goo<)  fri«nd  at  Vaucouleurs — Henri 
th<-  rjirtwrif;ht,"  repliwl  Duraitd.  "  We  must  not 
i'Xp«*ct  to  tipuptttch  nil  in  a  day,  ami  I  have  thought 
how  you  might  (k  well  dicpo«ed  witli  him  and  his 
good  wife  Catharine  till  the  ('aptain  n»ay  clmoae  to 
M>u  you,  or,  p«Trlmnce,  he  may  delay  his  answer, 
and  jou  niuvt  not  be  wjttioul  a  home." 
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"  I  coul<)  pass  to  and  fro  tli«^  few  leoguet  again 
and  again,"  aiid  J<«iiii«tte ; "  but  I  thank  yott,  <li^ar 
uncle,  ikn<l  if  your  friends  will  recoiTu  iii«,  it  will, 
perhaps,  hf.  a  Airthcnuicc  to  my  Huit.  Ati  yoa  sajr, 
I  c^DOt  expect  to  win  it  at  otkx." 

"  And  would  it  not  be  as  well,**  asked  l^axart, 
**to  think  of  tome  new  plen  to  Baudricourt  as  an 
excuse  for  asking  to  be  brought  to  him  ?  As  he  hae 
dunriHed  roe  once,  lie  may  be  angered  to  be  again 
tmubled  on  the  Bame  matter  till  we  have  asked  his 
excuw  for  tt." 

"We  murt  use  no  deceit  even  in  that,"  said 
JcADDettc.  "Those  from  whom  I  come,  ta  that 
wlikh  I  come  to  do,  must  not  be  disguised  in  their 
ni6B9enger.  I  will  go  to  him,  and  tell  him  Uiat  1 
am  she  of  whom  you  (poke,  and  !»y  to  him  what  I 
am  bidden  to  my." 

"  Let  me  apprise  him,  and  entreat  him  first,"  re- 
joined Laxart,  "  lest  he  should  be  wroth  with  you." 
"  As  you  will,  but  no  subterfuge ;  even  should  it 
■pare  ui  at  Er>t,  it  will  but  bring  so  much  more 
dffficulty afterwards;  an<l  remember," she  continued, 
'*  it  is  not  I  who  seek  Baudricourt  as  witli  mean 
eonoenis  of  my  own ;  if  it  were  so,  I  should  be 
ssfaamed,  indeed,  tu  stand  iti  hi»  prvsence,  but, 
proud  OS  he  is,  ta  l\\U  he  iti  but  as  1  am,  a  thing 
plnced  hi-tweeti  Wing*  far  grt-ater  than  himself.  1 
am  hut  as  tlte  lowest  servant  that  ever  boru  tixv 
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word  of  the  mighty,  and  he  i»,  in  tliit,  but  ax  tk« 
portur  in  the  king's  chamber,  whosu  dutj-  it  is  to 
bring  ine  to  his  master  for  Urn  »Um^  of  Uioio  by 
wlwm  I  Bill  sent.  Do  uut  fear  tliat  the  ]KNir  little 
girl  will  not  be  huaible  enough  to  the  great  <  'ap- 
tain  of  Vauuoulinurs,  that  xhall  you  nee;  but  neither 
you.  nor  I  muit  comv  lu  i>etitionvn<  frutn  Uio«e  wlio 
seud  tlie  l>.ku|)hiit  hinudf  his  kingdom  a«  a  boon." 
Lfung  etv  Ui«y  L'nt«t«d  the  town  of  Vawxnili^urs, 
tliey  cou]<t  Mm  i\w  catHe  on  it»  height,  it«  towers 
dearly  lightoil  anil  lU-fincd  by  the  moniiog  •tin, 
which  [>oun'd  its  brilliance  from  tlie  right  aa  the 
little  town  lay  before  tbt.'ni,  while  the  shadows  of 
tree  and  spire,  yet  somewhat  long,  streamed  down 
tiie  eastern  hill,  which  rose  on  the  side  of  the 
Meuee  opposite  to  the  castle. 

They  pEisscd  along  the  one  narrow  street^  wind- 
ing at  the  foot  uf  the  hill,  ami  looked  up  to  the  few 
hijuses  joined  to  thir  town  hy  *ton«  tU-ps  which 
climtH-d  tilt!  eidu  to  Ute  castli;  walls.  On  this  uc 
clivity  stood  the  little  Chaptd  of  St.  Mary,  and 
just  bcueatli  it  the  miall  house  of  the  cortwright, 
H«nri>  where  they  halted. 

Henri  was  then  a  hale  workman,  of  about  seven 
and  thirty,  and  his  labour,  with  tliat  of  two  IiuU 
who  were  assisting  him,  Itad  already  been  begun 
soiite  time,  but  he  stopped  to  welcome  Durand  and 
his  niece,  and  tlie  sound  of  his  voice  brought  from 
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a  small  inner  ruom,  l>ut  iitiglitly  lecpamted  rrom 
the  workshop,  where  ahe  liad  been  coc^ng  the 
monuDg'e  food  bj  a  fire  of  clup^  a  good-natured, 
^)righUy,und  by  im  meant  plain-looking  nomiui,t«ii 
years  younger  tlitm  the  cartwright,  wh«ni  Duraiul 
iDHtontly  nUuted  tu  Mudatnv  CuttmrinA  hii*  wife. 

The  i»uE[»tuble  couple  ha?t(.>nod  on  the  meal, 
and  Dunuid  and  Jcannett«  were  soon  »eute<]  with 
theni  in  tlto  little  nook  rouml  thv  pottage,  to  whicli 
Uurand  did  ample  honour ;  Jeannctte  sitting  almost 
without  tasting  it,  though  rallied  by  her  lively 
liostosE  with  all  her  vivacity.  Durand  evaded 
tstlier  than  answered  their  questions  as  to  his  busi- 
nen,  but  some  hints  of  his  former  coming  had  been 
fpntad  in  the  little  town,  and  he  had  much  diffi* 
culty  to  ward  off  the  direct  ({uestions  of  his  lio«tc«. 
It  wa«  men  time  for  him  to  make  his  inquiry  at 
the  castle,  and  Jeennetle,  having  watched  him 
anxintbily  from  tlie  tlirtr^tiold  till  ho  had  entered 
the  portal,  was  left  undefended  to  Catliarine's 
curiosity. 

But  from  tim  she  sought  no  refuge ;  she  had 
only  been  silent  out  of  consideration  to  Laxart,  and 
briefly  and  plainly  she  told  her  buunees  Id  V'aucou- 
leurs  to  Iter  ent4^^tuint'r. 

"  Hear  you  thin  I"  calKti  CaUiarine  to  her  hus- 
band, wlio,  leaving  hi«  work  at  her  summons, 
stood  leaning  on  an  ndie,  and  listening   to  the 
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meek  and  simple  replies  of  Jeiuinette  with  mingled 
wouder  and  incredulity.  And  tiieir  questioning 
continued  with  incessant  and  increasing  inter««t« 
whili)  Jeannettu  betmyed  no  otiier  ttopBtienoe  than 
that  of  looking  from  timo  to  time  for  her  uncle's 
return,  until  lie  was  again  among  ttiem  i  then,  in- 
deed, shi;  tlirow  down  her  seat  la  rising  to  meet 
hiDi. 

He  liad  only  to  repeat  that  Buudrioourt  would 
do  uotliiug  in  her  bcliulf. 

"  And  he  wac  angered  at  your  returning  to 
him?"  uskedJeannetlu  deH]>ondiiigly. 

"  I  did  not  we  him,"  replied  Laxart ;  "  but,  my 
mmU,  if  iitvy  bore  tbem  aright,  were  too  humble  to 
n»ove  Ilia  anger;  I  prayed  tliat  he  would  hear 
you." 

''  I1wy  brought  you  word  that  he  would  not  ?" 
**  They  Mid  lie  could  do  uoUiing  in   your  be- 
luUf.' 

"'ITjat  is  better  than  an  abeoluto  r*fu«J  to  Me 
me,"  said  Jeannette,  aftpr  some  thought. 

"  But  wIm  shall  urge  him  again?"  asked  Ou- 
rand,  anxiously. 

"  I  will  go  to  hiiu  myself,  niKl  now,"  replie*! 
Jeannette,  and  elie  stepped  to  the  door. 

"Now?"  exclaimed  Laxart,  advancing  by  her 
side. 
"  if  his  gates  an  barred  tn  my  face,  I  hape  n<i 
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ttrcngth  to  force  them,"  answered  slic ;  "  but  he 
ha*  nut  uvea  eaid  that  he  will  n»l  see  mft," 

"  They  tntiuit  it  by  that  answer,  surely,"  expna- 
tulabid  he. 

*'  I  mUBt  hear  it  pliunlyfrom  hix  tnni  lips  ;  and, 
if  it  be  so  spoken,  I  must  not  yield  lo  it  Lhen," 
cried  .leenoette,  witli  some  impatience,  luiil  she 
walked  from  the  door.  Durand  still  followed 
her. 

"  Come  back,  ctmie  bock  lo  us,  when  you  iiave 
bpcn  at  the  irnrtle,"  called  Catbantie,  who  was  by 
no  mcanit  willing  to  lose  the  end  of  tlie  adventure, 
tin-  beginning  of  which  had  so  mudi  surprised  her, 
and  which  would,  doubtless,  b«  tliv  talk  of  Vuucou- 
leura  for  the  next  month. 

'*  We  will  do  ao,"  said  Jeannette  gratefully ; 
'•  1  ought  to  have  thanked  you  better  for  your 
post  goodness ;  we  will  come  buck  and  do  to  in- 
deed ." 

TIk'  wondering  eyes  of  Catharine  aud  lier  hua- 
band  watched  thi>  prc^vens  of  Uieir  guests,  and 
then,  with  talking  of  them,  the  time  was  tost  for 
work  till  ihpy  returned. 

Without  much  ilifficulty  the  outer  gato  of  the 
castlft  wa*  pawwl :  the  porter,  seeing  that  lAxart 
retumiH)  with  his  tiiece,  could  imagine  no  greater 
presumption  towards  bis  captain  than  that  he  bad 
been  Kent  for  her.     But  it  was  not  so  wiUi  the 
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Tttrlct  of  thti  tmll,  whitliu'  tiwy  posMxl  Uirougli  ttie 
snull  court,  wliere  two  or  ti\ne  soldiers  were  oecu- 
piod  in  furbisliing  their  anns,  turning  to  stare  aii 
iiutant  at  tlie  peasant,  aiid  wooder  what  her  caute 
might  be  with  Baudricourt,  and  one  strucli  nritli 
lier  beautj  following  her  with  his  eyes  towards  the 
hall  door. 

"  What  brings  you  hither  again,"  asked  Thibaut 
the  lacquey ;  "  can  you  not  take  one  answer  ?  Do 
you  ex}iect  tliat  I  shall  axpotc  myself  so  Air  as  to 
s]x>ak  of  rou  again  to  th<^  governor  ?  Take  the 
girl  back  witii  you,  and  be  gone.  There  are  wh^ 
here  to  send  hounds  to  kennel." 

So  saying,  he  turned  liis  look  from  Laxait, 
whose  cheek  was  burning  with  angi>r,  to  JcanDrtte, 
whose  feee  was  mui'h  more  inexplicable  Ui  him.  It 
was  unmoved  even  by  contempt,  a  little  sod,  yat 
collected,  without  the  slightest  pride.  It  made  tiie 
fellow  doubt  for  an  instant  oven  of  his  own  supe- 
riority ;  liv  endeavoured  to  reascure  himself,  by 
'  gazing  on  tlie  poor  red  gtivn  for  an  instant  with  in- 
efioble  disdain ;  but  even  t)ii»  had  uo  furtlier  effect 
than  to  change  the  expression  of  lier  countenance 
to  a  very  seriom  smile. 

"  It  is  very  strange  tlial  you  will  provoke  me  by 
staying,"  continued  Thilniut,  with  an  air  of  in- 
sulte<l  yet  ibrbuaring  dignity. 

"  I  snpposo  j-our  master  would  choase  for  him* 
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Mir  whom    he   would   see,"    ohiwrved   Jflannettc 
coolly. 

•*  Tliuro  are  cues,"  replied  tho  menial,  *•  in 
wbidi  it  beoonM*  ue  to  judge  for  him :  he  has 
alnady  twice  condeeoended  to  attend  to  this  person ; 
we  must  not  MuSvr  him  Jo  be  troubled  any  more." 

"  At  your  own  poril,  and  it  is  a  greater  one  tluui 
it  behoves  now  to  »\xtii  of  to  you,"  sai<I  Jeannette 
verj'  earnestly,  and  witli  tliat  quint  truth  of  face 
which  inrariably  wun  for  her  as  much  trust  aa  her 
words :  —  "at  your  own  peril,  you  will  refuse  to 
■ay  to  the  Captain  of  Vaucouleurs  that  1  ask  speech 
of  him.  It  has  been  told  him  from  wliom  and  for 
what  I  i-oRiH." 

"A  pretty  thing.  indee<1 1"  said  the  locqurty, yet 
somewhat  awed  by  a  threat  which  he  construed 
into  whipping,  or  dismissal,  or  both,  "  when  the 
aerrants  of  a  bouse  like  this  are  to  be  ordered  on 
their  peril  by  poor  suitorx,  tJint  it  is  great  goodm^M 
in  lliem  to  spend  a  word  witli." 

**  If  you  mean  that  I  am  such  a  suitor,  I  will 
b^gofyoutodothis,"  nid  J«annet4tt,  very  humbly, 
"entreat  you  in  any  words  you  wish,  or  that  can 
mow  you." 

"Efwugh  said!  enough  said  t"  cried  Thibaut, 
who  little  expected  such  a  condescensioii  after  tin* 
first  words,  and  whose  vanity  was  flattered  by  itj 
Mcordiogly  ;  but  for  some  moments  he  was  redi 
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to  UtL'  cxpcdHMit  of  iKTaU^hing  hi*  head,  for,  tiiough 
struck  by  Uie  metitier,  ami  half  crediting  Uie  tlireat 
of  Jeenuette,  lie  had  little  doubt  of  tlic  consequeni-t- 
oC  impertiDenUy  tmubliiig  hi±i  niaster. 

•**  I'lie  noble  muter  Bertraod  de  Foulengy  u 
witli  liim,  and  so  are  one,  or  two  other  gentletnm 
now,  and " 

"Messire  Bi^rtiand  de  Poutengy  10  our  neigh- 
bour," BOBwered  Jeanoelte  joyfully;  "my  what 
you  please,  that  is  huniblv  and  befits  me,  Uieratbic, 
to  lukvc  wud,  for  me  in  luking  to  conM>  to  th«  prc- 
•Ruoe  of  Ute  Oaptain  of  Vkucouli^urs,  but  wy  befon 
Hessiie  de  Puul«ngy  that  Jvannc  d'Arc  of  Dom- 
remy  entreatA  and  requires  speech  of  the  Seigneur 
de  Bawlricourt,  in  u  nunc  and  for  a  purpoM  that 
baa  been  tolil  him." 

Tliibaut  locked  at  Iter,  walked  a  few  stepe  v«ry 
slowly  towar«la  the  dour  of  an  inner  i-lmmber, 
turned  and  looked  again,  then  crept  cloee  up  to  the 
door,  listened,  hesitated,  lietened  again,  op«n«d  it 
very  gently,  and  tlien  for  a  short  timo  remained 
within.  Durond  Lmcart,  who  aftorwnrd*  confessed 
that  he  tn.tnbk^  like  an  old  inan  in  winter,  stood 
ainazed  at  Jeannette'a  apparent  cahnnese  :  be  did 
not  know  whnt  she'endured  to  rommand  that  look. 
Thibnut  ruturned. — "  'Die  captain  will  see  you," 
he  said,  and  )iv  looked  on  Jeaonette  witb  a  «tiU 
gnwter  clegrce  of  curioetty,  if  not  of  reep^t.     A 
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gleani,  half  joy,  lialf  faith,  pasaed  over  -leaonette's 
face.  Tl)»  servant  btood  ready  in  conduct  her ;  she 
psiued  for  an  instant,  croased  herself  devoutly ;  a 
few  utilipurd  words  escaped  from  Iter  tiju,  whkh 
Iter  uprutsod  eyes  best  interpreted,  uid  tlien  with 
an  wcund  aix)  oiuy  pace  ftW  appruaclted  the  room. 
Durand  wstohed  and  followixt  her,  muvunyl  by  h«r 
tranquillity. 

The  etroog  spare  hanie  of  Baudricourt,  his  cold 
■torn  mldicrly  (aoe,  hia  composed  air  of  authority, 
aaaily  told  Jeonnette  to  whom  lier  salutation  was 
due.  Slit'  mtule  it  profoundly  and  reverently,  and 
then  just  sulTvrud  hcrsolf  in  wuiting  for  Baudri- 
court't  nddraat  to  o^Merre  hi«  cooipanionE.  S)i« 
repeated  her  rcvcrwice  with  lew  formality  to  Brr- 
ttand  d«  Poulengy.  His  was  a  face  to  invite  con- 
fidence, and  she  recognize<l  it  as  such,  (Vom  innnoryl 
M  well  as  iJw  natural  skill  of  phyvognomy,  a  gid 
mwJi  beatowiMl  on  woman. 

Hi'  was  then  about  thirty-»eren  y««r«  of  ag<},  but, 
already  gray  and  somimliat  cnrowom,  he  might 
havi^  tm>ii  thought  yean  old«r ;  his  face  weatlter* 
beaten,  his  frame  actiw,  showed  him  a  man  lit  for 
the  stming  limes  be  lived  in  ;  but  liis  expression, 
that  of  good-nature,  springing  from  much  good 
thought,  would  bettor  have  belonged  to  thi>  hap- 
pier L'la,  wtien  the  ufToctions  arc  safer,  and  tlie 
•yinpatliies  not  so  liable  to  outrage.    The  lines  of 
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Bgular,  diiie»X*t  *>^  Itandsoiiw ; 
ink  •J*  mt  tmaquiUj  obsarant.  Two  younger 
iDea,  oae  ndiij  draased  And  haodnroe,  with  b 
faftughtj  bearii^  tb«  other  bearing  the  drew  of  ft 
punohnuit  of  King  QiariM,  knoged  or  leuited  od 
SMta  round  a  table.  Bobest  de  Baudricourt  ap- 
peatvd  lo  be  wmlduog  admeUung  from  the  onl; 
window  which  Ughtrd  tfae  cfaambet-. 

'*  ^'iHi  nwjr  spoak  what  yoa  hare  to  declare,' 
said  the  jvuog  ooltitaamD  at  the  table. 

**  To  you,  Lurd  of  Baudricourt,  when  yoo  ar« 
wilHiig  lo  bear  aw,''  nid  Jcanaelte^  very  reepect- 
fuUy  but  final;  to  tb«  Captain  of  Vaucouteurs. 
He  tunied  round  with  a  degree  of  haughty  surprise, 
but  the  BubmisaiTC  face  which  met  his,  bowed 
somewhat  tadly,  as  if  patience  were  all  it  wi 
extubit,  dicanned  him. 

"  Ah  I"  he  said  quickly,  after  a  moment '«  pau^e, 
"  you  liave  seen  me  before  ?" 

"  Ncvwr,  mMnn." 

•'  But  you  have  beard  of  me  ?" 

**  1  have  asked  of  all  who  know  you." 

"  And  you  roci)gnin-«l  mc  by  their  description  ? 

"  No,  messire,  wlieo  I  stood  befbrv  you  1  did  not 
think  i>f  wliat  otlwrs  twd  said ;   I  kn«w  you 
slwuld  know  the  Dauphin  among  his  nobles.' 

"Should   you   Iw  sure  to  know   him?" 
Bandricotirt  witli  a  snile ;  "by  what?"  fiir 
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£ould  not  h«lp  (^ontra^ing  his  ova  air  of  oommaml 
with  tlie  K-«s  dignified  branng  of  hie  sovereign. 

"  By  the  manner,  if  not  the  ob«en>-anc«  of  otiwrc," 
replied  JeaniMHte. 

"The  girl  is  quick-witted,"  whicpcred  Uw  piir- 
suivant. 

"  But  Henri  de  Vouvray  apoke  with  mucli  au- 
thority, tnethinka,"  ^d  Baudricourt,  maliciously. 

"Yes,  mesaire." 

"  How  then  ?  how  then  ?  be  plain  with  me !" 

"  As  if  his  authority  were  used  for  tliat  ouce," 
Jeaooett^. 

udricourt  supprnsed  a  Laugh,  which  Poulongy 
and  the  pursuivant  indulge,  and  Henri,  though 
nettM  enough  to  blueh,  looked  at  the  beauty  and 
simplicity  of  tu«  critic,  and  was  good-natured 
enough  to  smile.  Joannett«  but  luoke<l  t^ie  sadder 
afi  her  gentle  vmcc  stopped,  for  she  spoke  with 
aptriogetk  deference  of  tonu.  Siie  felt  it  tw  sacrilege 
to  T^se  a  hostile  thought  agaimt  her  miMion,  by 
any  idle  or  inconsiderate  won). 

The  pursuivant  secnwd  to  consider  what  she  had 
itaki,  as  if  to  notv  it  in  hi»  memory.  Ther«  was  a 
short  nleooc,  ami  Robert  do  Baudricourt  approached 
the  table,  and  took  a  coat  at  it, 

"  Tell  me,  then,"  be  siud,  "  what  you  dc«ir<;  to 
say  to  me." 

Jeaunette  looked  round  on  each  lace  which  vrm 
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fixftd  on  her's  nith  a  different  dt^pree  of  intentnecs, 
as  if  by  the  wistful  earoeeto«as  of  her  gaze  to  be- 
apeak  a  favourable  hearing.    Immediately  her  look 
returned  to  Itaudricoiui,  ettU  eolemo,  subdued,  an^H 
OS  ready  to  endure.  " 

"Spcnk  freely  and  funrlcifcly,*'  exclaimed  the 
soldier ;  "  tiii»  gentleman,"  pointing  t4i  Bertrand 
da  Pbuiengy,  "U  your  warrant  that  at  least  yoa 
mean  no  ill,  and  we  will  not  take  your  words  amia 
whatever  we  may  have  to  answer  to  than," 

But  in  that  short  time  Jeannette  felt  little  ne 
of  encouragi^nient,  tliough  she  still  reined  in 
vntliusia«m  of  h«r  speech. 

"  1   sliould   be  Horry  that  you  abould  beliei 
nohte  Bir,"  sjie  replied  to  tlie  Ciiptain  uf  V'aucoo-" 

leun,  "  that  I  come  with  any  iilh;  crrund  of  "ly 

own  to  trouble  a  nobleman  like  yourself:  it  is  tnij| 
that  it  will  oose  my  spirit,  almost  us  if  it  prvwnted 
my  heart  from  bursting,  that  yoti  slwuld  let  me 
speak  to  you,  and  much  I  thank  you  for  it.  Lord  of 
Baudricourt,  tliat  you  let  me  do  so.  t  cannot  telH 
why  some  one  nobler  and  better  is  twt  seat  to  you, 
except,  perhaps,  Umt  I  mn  more  cosily  give  mys^ 
nntirvly  up  to  wliat  1  am  charged  with.  Do  not 
believe  that  it  is  only  a  poor  mean  creature  that 
speaks  to  you ;  for  your  own  sake,  and  the  Dau- 
phin's soke,  I  implore  you  not  to  (corn  my  v 
because  it  is  I  who  speak  than." 
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"Say  on,"  said  Baudricourt,  firmly  and  even 
sternly,  but  it  vaa  not  the  stenmess  of  reproof, 
rattier  that  which  meets  a  great  aSair.  Her  voice 
took  a  tone  of  courage  from  bis,  and,  in  its  full 
clear  mellow  distinctness,  she  continued. 

"  Tbnv  are  Vnces  that  como  to  me,  and  Uiat 
they  are  good  1  know  by  wbiU  th«y  say.  I  have  re- 
peated  their  wordR,  ttiougb  not  ai<  being  their's,  to 
learned  clerks,  and  they  praise  and  find  nothing  to 
reprove,  and  those  wlio  9i>eek  are  glorious  and 
powerful,  {or  I  know  it  by  what  I  see,  the  faces  of 
holy  saints,  and  Uie  glory  that  becomes  them,  and 
even  these  are  messengers  that  speak  to  me,  as 
they  are  bidden — ^the  will  that  rules  all  thmge." 

Tlie  tears  started  from  her  eyes,  and  tier  vtrice 
trembled  witli  cawtion  :  ber  face,  as  Durand  Laxart 
said,  looked  as  if  vlie  saw  wIkU.  slie  spoke  of —  "  I 
am  commanded  to  seek  you,  Robert  de  Baudri- 
court,  Captain  of  Vaucou1eui-:<,  and  to  bid  you  send 
me  to  the  l>aupbin,  that  I  may  bring  him  comfort. 
Tliere  i»  much  pily  for  the  realm  of  Franco,  and  if 
the  good  prince  Charles  obey,  it  iliollbe  saved,  and 
for  him.  Now  let  him  keep  hi*  own  sU-dfiietly, 
and  give  no  battle  to  his  enemies,  for  in  nii<l-Leat 
next  great  succour  shall  conte  to  him.^ 

"Give  no  battle  to  his  enemies  I"  exclaimed 
Baudricourt ;  "  how  if  he  meet  them  at  advantage, 
shall  tbe  best  arm  of  a  soldier,  that  of  attuuk,  be 
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made  ladeeB  bj  mdi  injanctiaaB  ?  Tbts  woqE 
prore  thy  mints  bot  poor  warriors,  girl !" 

"  When,"  replied  Jeannette.  without  being  dis- 
coocerted,  "  have  the  (Voch  met  the  EngUeh  in 
tfae  field,  but  with  sacb  badeucc8ee,'tbattbpy  have 
forgotten  to  expect  victor;,  and  are  dtdwarteaed, 
as  men  tmj,  in  the  very  onset?  And  this  is  not 
becauce  the  Prencli  arc  weak  or  cowardly,  but  b&. 
catise  they  du  not  know  whence  to  eaqtect  socconr. 
Some  pot  their  trust  in  a  Scotch  princeee,  and  the 
aid  she  shall  bring ;  let  them  try  it,  the  reed  will 
map  like  the  others.    There  is  but  one  help ." 

'*  By  the  mass  girl,  dost  thou  leach  us  warriors  ?" 
Hsked  Baudricourt  haughtily,  wink*  Jounnutte's 
look,  n-lap«ing  at  once  into  submissioD,  again  with- 
held  his  anger;  "  not  hut  what  there  is  some  sense 
in  what  thou  sayetit,"  lie  continuod ;  "but  «haU 
any  on«  tell  me  that  a  time  may  not  conie  wlieti  in 
open  field  the  French  chivalr)-  may  nicot  tlie  English 
and  win  the  day  from  tiiem  7" 

"  The  time  ahsll  conte  I  do  I  not  aay  it 
come?"  replied  Jeaunette,  "I  spifak  words  that 
must  be  true  in  those  that  I  am  bidden  to  apeak  ; 
if,  when  you  question  mc  of  their  likelihood,  1  try 
to  answer  it,  it  is  but  witli  the  best  tliat  such  a  one  as 
I  may  Uiink  and  say,  w)ii«h  pardon,  noble  sir:  may 
1  not  my  tliat  the  English  are  prouil  and  confident, 
and  the  French  dispirited,  and  is  it  not 
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>  tliought  tliat  noUiing  can  change  tbis  but  a  trust  in 

I  tlic  IFVench,  which  nothing  can  alter,  because  they 

know  it  is  true,  and  see  from  whom  it  com^,  and  a 

fear  in  the  English,  whicli  those  vrho  fight  wrong- 

•  fully  always  feel,  ut  least  when  the  innocfnt  and 

c^ptesud  stand  up  ngaiiial  thent  in  the  name  of 

'  truth  and  justice  !" 

"  And  wherefore  in  the  mid-Lent  P*'  asked  Ilau- 
drioourt. 

"  Surely  that  is  the  fitting  seaaon,"  replied  she. 
"  Is  it  not  then  that  the  good  most  humble  them- 
I  wives,  and  are  most  in  tlie  favour  of  Heaven,  and 
U>at  their  adveisariesare  meet  impious,  withstanding 
H«  will,  even  in  tiiat  holy  time,  by  coatinuiog  their 
cruellies  ?" 

Baudricuurt  looked  at  Bertrund  dc  Poulengy. 
totlier  in  reply  only  said  :  —  "  Let  us  hear  on." 
**  And  thus  thou  wouldst  say  to  die  king,  the 
Dauphin  thou  callest  bim  Y"  asked  Baudricotut. 

"  He  shall  be  called  king,  when  he  b  indeed 
-king,  crowndl  where  hia  forefathers  were  crowned  at 
Rlieimx,  seated  in-their  chair,  anointed  with  the  oil 
that  made  them  holy  in  the  sight  of  all.  I  would 
tell  him  that  the  kingdom  is  not  now  his,  nor  must 
he  claim  it ;  it  is  in  the  pow«r  and  the  gift  of  One 
mu<:ti  mightier,  before  whom  Wt  liim  humbly  <  nst 
his  crown.  It  shall  be  given  back  to  Iiim  aflinned, 
and  he  shall  liohl  it  by  the  greatest  of  all  rights,  by 
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the  will  of  Heaven,  aa  iu  vicegerent  and  guardtaa 
of  Iii«  p^le.  I  would  My  to  him  that,  in  docpita 
of  the  niaUco  and  strength  of  all  liis  enemies,  m- 
soredly  he  ahall  be  hing,  and  tlmt  it  b  I  who  will 
lead  him  to  be  crowned." 

"Speak^t  thou  that  on  thine  own  behalf?* 
asked  Baudricourt. 

" Think  me  not  guilty  of  suoh  folly,  noble  At" 
replied  Jeannetto ;  "  no,  on  bvlialf  of  the  Power 
that  sent  me." 

"  And  that  thou  beliereat  to  be " 

"  And  that  I  know  to  be,"  interrupted  she,  •*  if 
my  own  soul  do  not  lie  to  me,"  and  sho  inclined 
rrvii^rvntly,  and  murmurotl  tiw  only  nnmi;  wi 
could  be  an  anower  to  his  question. 

"  And  what  token  have  we  to  believe  thee,  Jean- 
nette  ?*'  a^ed  Bertmiid  do  Poulengy  solemnly. 

"  I^Iy  life  in  your  hands,"  she  exclaimed  {  "  to 
abide  the  issue,  to  perish  if  the  attempt  fail,  my 
name  (o  be  ficoomed  as  an  impostor ;  more,  my  «oul 
in  your  hatxls ;  for  tba^  if  I  so  die  fateely,  where  it 
Its  hope?" 

"  Nay,  I  doubt  not  that  thou  believest  wliet  thou 
•ayest,"  replied  Bvrtntnil ;  "  Uiy  conscience  is 
free,  and  the  ejurit  of  thy  Uioughts,  if  it  be  such  as 
we  might  righteously  accept,  hath  indeed  in  )t  of 
that  which  makes  men  brave  and  successful," 

"  But  to  credit  this,"  said  Baudricourt,  at  If 
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armifiing  binuetf,  "  it  b  a  matter  for  divioes  rather 
than  for  c&ptaiQB  and  soldiers ;  we  have  aimple  skill 
la  such  visions,  end  might  giro  the  leam«d  clerks 
good  rmsuD  to  scoff  at  lu.  Thou  hust  not  spukcD 
altogothtT  unn-iscly,  girl,  tliougb  not  quitv  xkilfully, 
as  to  atratageniH  of  war,  perchance,  as  we  read  its 
rules,  and  I  beliero  thou  meanest  what  thou  sayeet ; 
but  to  send  thee  to  the  king,  even  upon  tli*  warrant 
of  thy  poor  life,  would  bu,  I  fear,  to  aport  with 
him,  iMtrlinps  to  put  that  in  usclew  peril.  Be- 
toTD  to  tliy  home  in  peace ;  it  is  not  for  us  to  help 
thee.  I  wouldapeak  wiUiyounow  uoniore,'*he9aid 
firmly,  and  Jeannette  ventured  an  imploring  look 
at  Bcrtnind  do  Poulengy,  but  a  look  from  him 
couiUM'lled  obedience,  her  ejre  sank  do^pniringly, 
and  she  and  her  uncle  \e{l  the  room. 

Silently  and  sadly  they  passed  through  the  hall, 
wheru  many  were  now  assembled  to  gaze  at  lier, 
but  neither  comment  nor  look  of  insult  was  oiTnred, 
for  she  had  been  admitted  to  long  conference  with 
Robert  de  Baudricourt,  and  they  knew  their  master's 
mind,  tltat  whom  he  would  notice  by  a  glance  must 
be  respected.  Thibaut  advanced  as  if  to  question, 
but  Jeannette  inclined  tier  head,  and  they  were 
gone.  On  thus  they  passed  through  the  court, 
where  moaner  retainers  were  also  ready  to  catch  a 
glimpse,  and  loli  the  caxtlc  alt4:igeth«r. 

"  He  has  not  been  angered  with  thee^  Jeannette^ 
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as  I  feared,**  said  Duratut.  as  they  left  the  porbl ; 
'•lie  «ven  listened." 

"  But  lio  will  not  aid  in«  —  nw !  lie  will  not  aid 
thtt  l>uupliiii  —  Prance  :  Uiougli  it  must  be,  and 
thrvt^li  him." 

"  You  Wftre  to  encounter  diiwpiKnntniont." 

"  True !  true,  dear  uucl«,  and  in  that  is  the  only 
rml  oomolation,  but  it  is  hard  when  the  reality 
i-offie*,  and  one  cannot  sue  what  is  iwxt  to  lu-rivi', 
IV  how  Ilia  heart  can  be  clianged,  when  1  liavu  said 
all  that  I  was  bidden." 

By  thie  time  Henri  and  Catharine  both  met 
them,  eager  to  hear,  and,  as  they  heard,  eager  to 
coniolv,  rvspL-ctiiig  somewhat  more  their  youthful 
gtM«t,  even  because  Boudrioourt  tiad  listened  to  Iwr, 
tliough  lie  bad  denied  her  suit. 

"  Vou  are  weary  an  well  as  sad,"  said  Catiiarine 
to  hef  J  ♦•  weeriness  of  the  spirit  is  the  worrt  of  all. 
Come,  come,  you  shall  stay  with  me  for  a  day  or 
two,  if  your  uncle  wilt  leave  you,  and  you  may  toU 
UK  all  at  yuur  leisure." 

"  Indeed  1  was  bidden  to  coinu  to  \^aueoulenrs, 
and  I  could  not  Iwivw  it  yet,"  said  Jiwniii*ttr ; 
"  and  for  ttiat  you  give  mo  I  will  ilrivu  to  labour, 
so  you  will  kindly  gire  roe  work  to  do  for  you." 

"  Work  and  enough  always  in  a  house,"  answered 
tlie  wife  with  true  womanly  skill;  "  so,  oomein,ftnd 
doyou,  Durand,  n.-st  with  u»,  too,  erv  you  return." 
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They  did  as  they  were  requested,  and  the  con- 
iereace  lasted  two  hours  ere  Dursnd  was  dismissed 
homeward,  leaving  Jeannette  resigned,  though 
despondent,  under  the  roof  of  Henri  the  cart* 
Wright. 
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It  was  a  few  My*  after  the  circumstances  lost 
namted  that  Catharioe  was  keeping  watch  at  tho 
bottotn  of  tlie  aarrow  Btoirvaw  which  led  to  the 
eleepiog^roomBofttieir  dwelling,  end  which  chaiu- 
bera  also  served,  an  i»  luual  iii  such  houses,  for  the 
rec«ptioa  of  any  guest  who  might  not  be  familiarly 
entertained  in  the  open  shop,  or  the  half-enclosure 
from  it  below. 

"  Now  all  the  saints  send  tlint  Utcy  bring  her 
good  i»ew« !"  exclaintetl  »lic  to  lier  hujiband ;  **  for 
tbough  she  says  little,  and  complains  not  at  all,  it 
is  easy  to  see  how  her  mind  is  bent  upon  Uiis 
journey ;  so  that  if  she  may  not  perform  it,  it  wilt 
go  nigh  to  ooat  her  her  life." 

■'  Robert  de  Baudricourt  would  liardly  come 
hither  himself,  and  bring  Master  John  le  Fuineux 
with  him,  if  he  did  not  tJiink  sometliing  might 
oome  of  it,  and  that  for  King  Charles's  service  too," 
replied  Henri. 

"  And  something  ought  to  come  of  it,  if  they 
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ham  wit  and  courngs  in  his  cau«c,"  exclaimed 
Catharine.  "  1  tnarwl  Hvny  can  doubt  oiid  palter 
so  long  when  Charlei  ii  in  sucli  need,  and  she  can 
bring  biin  certain  aid." 

"Nay,  nay,  wife,"  int«mipted  the  cartwright, 
lajring  down  Ills  auger  ;  he  liud  rvfraioud  from  liit 
li&mmer  and  all  noisy  instnimontji  whilo  tli«  Cap* 
tain  of  Voucouleun  and  the  priert  were  conferring 
with  bis  gueat ;  "  nay,  it  is  but  lately  that  you 
yourself  Iiave  altogether  believed  what  she  said." 

**I  believe  what  I  sec,"  answered  CuUiorine 
briskly.  "  She  ii  a  good  gir) ;  never  so  tiuppy  as 
when  in  tlie  chorcli,  and  that  «ho  is  really  there 
almott  wheoerer^  Icavei  the  hou«,  I  know  well, 
fin-  ahe  will  scarcely  »tir  abroad  witlunit  me :  it 
would  be  almost  wearisome  to  be  ho  good  as  ehe 
makes  me,  but  that  I  watch  her  soiuetimes  for  the 
hour  together  kneeling  before  the  Virgin  in  this 
chapel  close  by,  or  at  the  church ;  and  there  alwayi 
flc«nu  a  talk,  as  if  one  cntdd  listen  to  it,  in  her  fioce^^ 
flo  that  1  wonder  at  it,  and  guess,  and,  by  what  she 
tells  me,  make  out  sometliiiig  of  what  it  may  be. 
It  will  comp,  husband,  tliat  many  will  envy  me  to 
know  HO  much  of  her ;  for  it  is  not  a  little  fame 
^  that  is  spread  of  tier  already." 

^K  "Ay,"  replied  the  husband,  deNiring  nothing 

^^       toon  than  peace  with  his  young,  pretty,  and  eome- 
^^        what  Bpjritwl  wife, "  you  know  best  of  course,  and  it 
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is  a  inarvftl  of  itaclf  when  one  wom&n  sjuea  ao 
fault  in  anotlier ;  to-  be  aure,"  be  added  hurriedly, 
"  she  is  a  good  girl,  humble,  indufitriouE,  uevcr 
letting  the  G[Hndle  bi<  idle  if  she  can  find  nothing 
•Ise  to  vcnploy  her,  lUid  ulways  obliging  too,  put- 
ting unr  at  veuui  in  un«'s  scat  of  nu  ovoniiig,  and 
making  up  quarreU,  if  tliere  wore  aiiy,  even  before 
they're  well  begun ;  but  it  is  much  too  that  a  great 
man  lik«  the  Lurd  of  Baudricourt  is  to  submit  him- 
self to  hnr  will,  and  du  as  she  would  bave  him." 
' ' '"  Tliey  lOtould  have  tlui  sense  to  find  at  usee 
what  she  i*,"  replied  Catharine  f  "  a  simple  body 
like  myself  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  waiting  a  day 
or  two ;  but  men  I  tliat  always  pretend  to  be  bo 
elever!  I've  scarce  patience  with  them  t  I  wtsb 
I  were  one,  I'd  lead  her  straight  where  she  wishes 
tu  go  by  myself,  if  1  could  find  no  one  brave 
enough  to  Mcotul  me." 

"  Ves,"  said  bor  buttband,  and  pref«rred  whitt- 
ling to  spvaking  tlie  nnt  of  his  reply  in  plain  ternu. 

"  Is  there  not  the  propliecj  staring  them  in  tlic 
iace  tltat  every  body  has  beard  of,  and  ought  to 
nrmember  at  once,*'  asked  Catharine,  "that  a 
maiden  shall  come  out  of  the  Portl  Ch£nu  who 
»liall  deliver  Fmnc«  from  Iwr  enemic*?" 

"  Quite  true  lliat.  indeed,"  rei)Ued  Henri ;  "  yoi 
you,  that  is,  we,  you  know,  did  not  think  uf  it  till 
she  reminded  us." 
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"I  know,"  rpturnf<I  Cutharinu,  "tliat  we  are 
verj  stupid,  bodi  of  us ;  but  it  Awt  not  follow  '^" 
TliB  door  opened  above.  Pint  aatw  down  Ro- 
bert de  Baudricourt,  hiaair  Mnninrhat  diitieatisiied ; 
then  tbe  priest  tn  hia  full  canonicaU,  wiUi  ttin  Look  of 
one  EO  liopelesaly  puzzled  as  to  dismiss  coDsidera* 
tioii  uitogctlicr;  for  which,  indeed,  his  nihicund 
couDtonnncff,  murked  principiiUjr  by  lurge,  black, 
arched  «y«braws,  seemed  little  fitt*?!*].  The  cap- 
tain posfcd  on  witli  but  a  ulight  iiiclinaljon  to 
Hetiri  and  !ii:<  wife,  and  the  priead  wait,  a»  taking 
the  tone  from  the  warrior,  e<iuaUy  reserved ;  but 
Baudricourt  seemed,  as  he  reached  the  door, 
where  a  few  wondering  inhabitants  were  waiting 
the  flvent  of  the  visit  of  the  Captain  to  such  a 
hou«o.  to  recollect  hiin«.*lf ;  he  turned  to  Jeannette, 
who  wa*  following  with  a  look  in  which  resignation 
wu  struggling  with  utter  despair. 

**  I^t  me  enjoin  tliee  agaiu,  child,"  he  said,  tn  a 
tone  in  which  paternal  kindness  was  mingled  with 
comniaiul,  "  to  return  to  thy  home,  and  cast  aside 
these  thotights ;  it  is  well  eeon  tliut  thou  art  good, 
^K  and  a  tntc  follower  of  the  Church ;  but  these  are 
^B  nuittert  which  can  but  britig  thee  into  danger,  as 
I  ttiou  thyself  dost  oonfese.     Go,  it  is  my  duty  to 

I  qwak  thus  to  thee,  lest  hami  come  of  it,  which  thou 

I  do«t  not  deserve." 

^^         Jeannette  only  cur1«ded  profoundly,   and  the 


36 


JOAK  OF  ABC^ 


Captain  left  the  houBO^  the  expecting  neiglibouf 
taking  moet  06te»tatioua  pain^  to  show  tliut  tiic 
vere  not  watching  him,  kst  lie  might  uot  approve 
of  their  curiwitj.  ^M 

J«fti)  \«  Fumoux  indulged  himself  in  a  stemei^ 
and  longer  oration  ;  Iiib  wrath  kindling  at  what  he 
construed   ae    the   Captain's'  reproof,    Knuewhalfl 
holl7  agaioEt   itji  objiwt;  but  Jvannetto  listened^ 
moekljr  to  him,  and  then  merely  rejoined,  "  What 
ii  bidden  me  I  must  do,  though  you  all  add  to  the 
grief  of  doing  it."  ^^ 

"  Como  !  come !"  interrupted  Cotbarine;  "  du 
will  listen,  Mvctire  lo  Cure,  to  what  nhe  ought,  and 
do  as  she  is  enjtnaed,  that  is,  when  she  think» 
l^ioper  to  do  BO ;  hut  it  ia  plain  to  see  tltat  she  has 
borne  as  much  this  once  as  she  can  bear,  so  1  pray 
jou  Kpare  her." 

Now,  Catliaiino,  in  all  offering*,  and  indeed  iflfl 
jealous  eiuunple  and  u^ng  of  others,  was  a  good 
and  liberal  Catholic,  and  withal  quite  as  enthu- 
siastic iu  opposition  as  in  friendship,  which  Jean 
le  t^uneux  being  fully  awaro  of,  made  an  bouou 
able  retreat  white  the  ehauce  waslefl  to  liini. 

Jeannette  sate  tlown  to  the  work  of  spinning  ] 
but  her  liand  fell  liitJe«*ly  from  the  whuel,  and  sh^'J 
retted  Iwr  temples  against  the  wall. 

"Courage  yet,  Jeannette,"    laid   her  he 
"  Jean  le  fumeux  is  a  good  man  in  his  way  ;  a  i 
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preacher  for  the  conunon  people ;  fur  lie  thti 
in  tbeir  ears  till  hu  voice  cracks,  and  laboura 
his  descriptions  of  the  devil  till  the  ejes  are  ne 
storting  out  of  his  heed,  and  tJiis  fiigbteiu  auch 
folks  a»  would  never  be  good  any  other  way  [  bat 
he  is  not  a  man  to  be  boo  much  minded  by  such  as 
know  him  ;  so  do  Dot  1«  liim  trouble  you." 

**  It  is  little  about  him  that  I  care,"  said  Jean- 
nette,  "  but  that  he  has  done  wrong  to  me ;  he  has 
heard  my  confoseion  more  than  onco,  and  ought  to 
know  well  tliut  I  am  not  guilty  of  such  sin  as  he 
and  tlin  Captain  suspecled  me  of."' 

"  And  wlittt  sin  ?*'  atked  Cathatrine. 

"  Because  they  believe  that  I  speak  of  things, 
which  in  my  age  and  condition  are  not  usual,  and 
daclaro  what  Utey  know  not  liow  to  believe ;  they 
muat  tliuik  me  a  sorcerers,"  replied  Jeennette, 
"  and  come  with  exorcisms  bo  dispoeaess  the  spirit 
that  they  fancy  to  be  my  teacher.  I  have  told  to 
John  Iv  Puroinix  in  the  caDfe«eional  overy  evil 
thought  that  1  know  to  be  in  my  hiMrt,  and  nuch  m 
he  hinuelf  did  not  fmd  to  be  evil,  though  I  mis- 
doubted them ;  and  what  have  I  done  or  said, 
hoping  only  to  do  good  to  all  tlie  land,  tltat  ttiey 
should  think  me  joined  in  such  damnable  alliance  ? 
You  see,"  she  continued, "  tint  b*>  came  in  the  full 
vertments  of  his  office  as  to  cast  out  a  fiend.  When 
he  put  DD  the  sacred  stole,  be  adjured  me,  before 
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the  capUun  of  \'aucouleurs,  that  if  the  spirit 
which  1  epoke  wet*  evil,  it  sliould  depart ;  if  gc 
that  I  Eliouid  approach  him." 

"  And  what  did  you?"  aek«d  Catharine, 
tieetty. 

*'  I  cast  myself  on  my  knees,"  replied  Jeannettcj- 
"  before   that  sncred  garment,  though  I  blamed 
him  who  wore  it,  and  on  my  knees  did  !  approach 
till  I  kissed  ita  hem  ;  they  appointed  me  this  trial  j 
he,  the  priest,  knew  ull .  that  was  in  my  iieart  t^_ 
tHI   him^  and  ynt  tliey  leuvo  me,  bidding  m«  t^| 
return.     Alas !  it  waa  lo  iiatisfy  their  own  cruel 
suspicion,  not  to  serve  me,  or  ov«n  their  prinw,  that 
they  eame  ;  had  their  conjecture  been  true,  they 
would  willingly  have  pursued  me  for  it ;  but  whodH 
they  prove  it  false  by  their  own  words  and  deeds, 
they  refuse  me  help ;  they  hear  me,  and   bid 
give  up  the  t;isk  which  they  have  just  seen  is  ei 
joined  me  by  blessed,  not  evil,  spirits.  Do  they 
lieve,"  continued  «he,  rising  and  pacing  the  litt 
room, "  in  the  truth  of  the  sacrament  of  confexsionl 
do  they  believe  in  tlieir  own  holy  rites,  and  ci 
they  refuM!  belief  to  her  whom  they  try  by  all? 
they  *iyv  that  I  tirmble  under  the  burthen  which  1 
laid  upon  my  weakness,  and  think  that  I  take  it 
for  sport?    They   must  see  that  it  ia  laid  on 
by  the  power  they  wn-rt,  and  yet  they  bid  me  cast 
it  off." 
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"  The)'  are  thenwelves  foolish  or  poacesemli"  said 
Catharine  warmly ;  "  but  pat36QC«  !  patience  yet !" 

Cutiianne'e  i^-arnith,  more  than  bcr  iDJun<:tiaii, 
brought  back  Jeannette  to  the  dignity  of  calnme«e, 
seeing  that  uU  eUe  wue  beneath  the  cause  Ehe  wtu 
vntnuted  with. 

"  Patience  1  right  I  patience,  dear  friend!"  she 
KpUed,  "  and  I  could  be  patient,  yielding  as  the 
grass  to  the  wind,  if  1  could  know  or  think  by  what 
words  or  proofs  such  hearts  may  bo  iipproachud.  A 
deluge  cornea  upon  the  v-alleys ;  one  seeing  among 
many  blind  warns  them  of  the  higli  ground  by 
wluch  to  flee  ;  tlie  danger  roars  in  their  ears,  the 
waters  dash  against  their  bodies,  yet  all  tlioso 
blind  question,  is  tlM  sight  of  tb«  one  who  would 
save  tliem,  who  is  bidden  not  to  dcMrl  tliem,  the 
fate  of  whone  ctoniity  is  to  do  them  »cr%'ice,  will 
tliey  or  no !  Oh  !  were  it  not  bettvr  to  be  blind  too, 
and  he  down  and  perish  tlian  to  have  a  sight  which 
only  gives  the  pain  of  fear  to  the  danger  that 
comes,  when  uoncs-'none  will  believe  tliat  [  see  1" 
Slie  »nk  upon  her  seat, 

"  I  believe  you  entirely,"  said  Catharine,  hold- 
ing  both  her  hands ;  "  and  so  will  others  when 
they  know  you  as  well  as  I."  The  good  hoatess 
apoke,  and  witli  a  calm  fervour,  for  tlie  complaint  of 
Jeannette  had  put  all  little  irritulton  out  of  hnr 
mind. 
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"  It  WMnoKtliing  that  the  Ceptaiti  of  Veitcou- 
1«uni  should  come  hit!ii>r  at  all,  more  than  you 
could  have  believed  tia<l  it  been  told  you  ot'aunther 
nidi  as  we  are ;  and  e\'en  he  spc^e  kindly,  for  him 
at  least,  and  almost  praised  you  after  his  fashion ; 
time  may  do  more  yet."  ^ 

At  Uiis  mraneDt,  Catluu-ine  turned  round  V 
Jeannette  sunk  iaUt  a  quieter  despondency,  and 
Baw  that  some  part  of  their  conversation,  though 
how  much  aha  oould  not  gueas,  had  been  overheard. 

A  tall  and  noble-looking  man  tmd  entered  the 
ibop,  bom  which  Henri  and  his  workmen  were 
absent,  and,  staid  by  the  earndstness  of  Jcunnette's 
speecl),  had  omitted  to  moke  his  preecncv  perceived. 
Hix  air  and  dress  wore  striking,  tliuugh  simple,  his 
manner  was  fmnk,  unprctendiag,  and  candid.  He 
looked  fur  some  Unte  at  Jeannette  as  a  person  he 
expected  to  Itnd  Utere,  considering  her  tor  a  while 
in  silence  willi  a  miicturc  of  rvrerence  nud  interest. 
She  kxtked  up,  and,  after  a  moment's  wonder, 
withdrew  from  his  curious  observation.  At  the  in- 
stant Henri  returned,  but  the  stranger  addressed 
himself  to  Jeannette,  while  Henri  bowed  respect- 
fully as  to  one  whom  he  know,  and  whose  rank  re- 
quired  his  obehancc.  ^m 

"  What  u  it  you  do  here,  gentle  friend?"  M 
asked  of  her ;  "  but  I  do  not  oomv  hither  indeed 
without  having  heard  somewhat,  Utougli  I 
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busi&ees  with  Henri  h«r« ;  bot  yoor  speech  at  the 
aetie  has  been  talkod  of  not  without  pmin  (uid 
wonder  by  some,  oiul  1  would  hear  frum  your  own 
mout])  how  far  tlieir  sajiii^  aro  true." 

"  Did  I  not  tell  yoa  »o?"  exclaimed  Catharine, 
"  The  truth  will  and  must  be  believed  some  time 
or  other." 

**  And  h«re  la  ooe  of  the  noblest  and  best  of  this 
country  to  hear  it,"  said  Henri. 

The  young  man  snitlwl  and  reddened.  "  Vou 
believe  what  R)te  dcclorOK,  tlien  ?"  he  askt-d. 

"  As  we  beliflve  what  b  told  us  from  tbe  pul- 
pit,*' replied  Catharine. 

"  And  others  pai»«  and  think,  question  and 
conridor,"  said  Uie  stranger ;  "  tliough  the  lord  of 
Baudricourt  is  firm,  and  calls  all  beyond  voldierly 
rule,  hot-hlood  and  foUy.  But  shall  the  king  not  bir 
driven  from  the  kingdom,  and  must  we  not  all  be« 
oome  English?" 

"  Not  tliut  I  not  that  assuredly  !  I  am  promised 
that  xhal]  not  be  1"  exclaimed  JoLDiiette.  "  I  will 
belittve,  I  will  trust,  Uiat  shall  not  be,  though  all 
men's  acts  cry  out  ngainst  tJio  iu>p(^  My  errand, 
if  you  would  heur  it,  is  soon  told,  noblo  sir.  I  have 
come  to  this  chamber  of  tiio  king'ii,  commanded  to 
ask  of  Robert  de  Baudricourt  that  he  should  lead 
me  or  have  nm  led  to  the  Dauphin,  but  he  heeds 
neiUicr  mo  oor  my  words.    And  yet;,  bofoie  the 
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nud>L«)t  oomee,  I  roust  ataod  in  the  DaupliinV  pr 
scDce,   though  my  legs  be  worn  to  tliv  knees 
cofn«  to  him.     For  no  one  upon  the  cortli,  neit 
kings,  nor  Juko«,  nor  tli«  Sootcli  kingV  daught 
nor  111]  tiir  work!  joined  and  Icngueil  in  liis  "beha 
shall  rv^ii  ForhimltM  kingdom  of  France.   Ther 
is  no  Itelp  for  liim  but  which  t  am  appointed 
bring.     Wliy  else  bIiouU  I  speak  ?     Wliat  woul 
I  not  give,  if  I  l»a<i  anytliing  to  pve — what  woub 
I  not  suffer,  to  be  allowed  to  rtay  and  spin  by  my 
poor  motbttr's  side !  but  the  work  I  am  to  do  is 
not  mine.     I  must  go,  it  must  be  done,  for  it  ■■ 
the  will  of  Mewire !"  " 

'■  And  who  is  Measire?"  asked  the  young  man, 
and  she  replied  as  she  bad  to  Robert  de  Baudrt- 
court. 

IHie  young  man  inclined  himself  humbly  as  she 
did-  "  You  are  not  witliout  friends  or  hope,"  said 
he :  *'  for  myseli^  Henri  knows  well  my  name  and 
station.''  ^ 

"  A  most  worthy  gentleman,  Jean  of  NovelonlH 
punt,  whom  soinccallof  Metx,"  replied  the  workman. 

"  Such  power  as  I  have,"  interrupted  Kovekoi- 
pont,  "  I  will  fineely  use,  nay,  I  promise,  my  hand 
witiiin  your's,  Umt  if  all  other  mcinis  fail,  I  wiU 
myself,  under  tlie  blessing  of  Heaven,  lead  you  ]^| 
the  King,  Uioiigh  being  there,  1  have  but  the  woitt 
of  a  simple  gentleman  that  Ih'  believes  you,  to 
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your  own  speech,  and  that  before  tti«  proudest 
'of  the  land,  some  of  whom  would  flout  and  jeer  if 
Charles  had    lo«t  his   last   casUe,  eo   their   own 
kworthleEsnese  were  safe." 

But  Robert  de  Baudrkourt "  cried  Jean- 

f'oett«. 

'  OUuin!,  whom  he  would  listen  bo  more  readily 
t^tiuta  to  me,  hnv*;  upokcii  wiUi  liim  alR-edy  as  fat 
ras  they  luight,"  answered  Xovulonipont.  "  Ber- 
}  Irand  de  I'oulengy,  cautious  and  detibcnttv  as  he 
[Is,  lias  urged  much  on  your  bclialf." 

"  Oh.  thanks  to  him,  and  to  you,  noble  Mcssire !" 
[cried  Jeannette.  "  If  it  niigitt  but  be  tlial  1  could 
Itoow  to  the  speech  of  the  I>auphin.  he  would  be- 
1'  lieve  me,  at  least  it  is  said  that  he  would." 

"  And  you  would  s«t  forth " 

"  This  day  raUier  than  to-morrow." 
"  And  habited  as  you  are,  or  are  you  otherwise 
prepared  for  such  a  journoy  ?" 

"  I  would  have  tin?  liubit  of  a  man,"  aid  Jean- 
nette  frankly.  "  I  am  bid  lo  put  it  on  when  the 
I  need  comes,  and  that,  m«tlunks,  would  be  the  need, 
and  it  would  become  me  mo»t  fitly  for  the  journey." 
*'  That,  at  least,  is  soon  and  easily  done/'  !*aid 
Movfllompoat.  '*  You  shall  hare  a  suit  just  m&th 
for  my  pag«,  who  is,  if  I  may  guess,  much  of 
your  stature ;  ttus  I  bestow  freely ;  but  1  must 
warn  you  ogun,  that,  were  you  to  set  forth  with 
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me,  you  might  be  as  far  from  the  king's  speech  . 
ChinoD  as  j-ou  ore  at  Vaucouleius,  for,  though  ] 
ftin  considered  Eomowliut  hen  in  my  own  neigh- 
bourhood, it  is  littlu,  girl,  Umt  I  thould  be  heeded 
even  in  tiw  outer  hall  of  a  king's  court,  unless  1 
brought  muni^  or  a  large  troop  of  rutainvns  for  tb? 
king**  service."  ^M 

**  You  should  bring  Iiim  mortt  than  th«e,"  reit? 
rated  Joanuette.  "But  you  are  good,  you  are  kind, 
I  believe  you  altogether ;  I  was  bid  to  get  conduct 
from  Baudricourtf  you  are,  you  must  be  right, 
sinco  «o  it  was  itaid ;  tli«y  would  only  listen  to 
tome  oni^  high  in  ofHce ;  could  you  but  get  le 
from  him,  his  word  only  to  th«  Dauphin  1" 

"  Which  be  will  not  give,  which  lie  would 
it  an  affront  to  ask,"  observed  her  new  friend. 

Jeanne  was  for  some  minutes  irresolute, 
would  go  forward,  1  would  be  at  Chinon,  and  i 
to  what  must  happen,"  she  said ;  '*  hut  that  Ban^ 
dricourt  is  the  means  enjoined  me,  and  it  seems 
true  and  right  that  through  the  Dauphin's  gover- 
nor in  our  land  succour  should  be  sent  to  tli«  sove- 
reign." The  discosnoD  was  interrupbed  by  a  new 
arrival. 

Ouraiid  Lnxart  came  in,  accompanied  by  a-me*- 
•cnger,  wliose  badge  was  instantly  recognized  by 
NovelompoDt  as  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lorraine.  I>u« 
rand  embraced  his  oiocc  affectionately  and  joyfulh 
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and  fthe  returned  his  caress  nith  the  fondness  of  ft 
child  for  an  indulgent  parent. 

I  bring  you  tidings,^  be  said;  "a  gnat  and 
ipowerful  prince  hoe  heiird  of  your  (pvcch,  and 
would  see  you  ;  thi»  gvntlomtLn  it  u  8cr\-itur  of  Uiv 
I>uko  of  Lorraine,  and  brings  his  mcesngc  to  you." 
Surely  this  solves  our  riddl4>,"  said  Novelom- 
it ;  "  and  if  the  Duki>  of  borraine,  indeed,  de- 
<)ilariB8  himself  for  Charlait,  promisee  a  succour 
which  neither  Baudrkourt  nor  any  can  doubt,  but 
which  all  will  be  bound  to  accept  with  joy  for  tlie 

ing's  service ^" 

Jeannette  trembled  with  hope. 
"  I  am  not  bidden  to  say  thb,"  interposed  Uie 
messeoger.  "  Our  iwbU;  muster  langtiishes  under 
A  cruel  sickness,  and,  if  I  miKtukc  not,  hia  deaire  to 
see  one  whom  many  call  a  prophetee*  relates  prin- 
tipally  or  alono  to  that." 

"  AIm  I  I  have  DO  power  or  skUl,"  said  Jean- 
nctle. 

Novelompont  now   interposed.    "Yet  surely  if 

,ught  may  be  permitted  to  you  for  the  service  of 

titis  prince,  Jeannette,  you  will  cheerfully  pi>rform 

F'it ;  m«iy  it  not  he  thut  by  tbi&  aid  to  him,  you  may 

win  tlie  Wlp  that  is  so  much  needed  ?" 

"It  is  only  just tlmt  Isliould  gire  no  falso  hope; 
it  is  right  tliat  I  should  see  the  noble  Duke  under 
no  untrue  pKt«nce  of  character,"  said  Jeannette 
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firrolj.    *'  Bear  in  oiiiiil,  eir,"  she  continued  to  tl 

power  of  pKipbeAjr 


"  that  1  claim 


Tnesaeugcr, 

or  euro  ooDceriung  liim,  ood  if,  after  that,  the 
prince  would  still  luivc  convene  with  one  like  me,  I  i 
wait  his  orders  glndly." 

"  He  will  be  best  pleased  to  be  obeyed,"  said  Uw 
messeoger,  "  and  you  can  yourself  declare  to  hint . 
what  you  plenne." 

"  Remember  what  I  have  mid,"  she  repli«d ; 
"  and  thia  I  ask  of  all  you.  \Vlicn  would  you  tliat  I 
should  set  forth  F" 

"  To-morrow,  so  please  you,"  was  tlie  siex*en- 
ger'a  answer.     "  The  Duke  hath  sent  lor  you  a 
gallant  black  horse  that  will  bear  you  readily  toi 
Nancy  in  tlw;  day." 

"  And  I  will  myeelf  escort  you  as  far  as  Toul," 
mid  NowlomponL 

"  I  bring  ll»e  Duke's  safe  conduct  for  her,  sir," 
«id  tbe  messenger,  "  so  tliat  she  shall  be  safe  in  , 
Leminc  as  in  Champagne.' 

"You  will  send  me,  too,  tJiose  hiibiu,"  taidj 
.Teannett^  to  Novelompont.  **  I  will  wear  tiiem  in 
pledge  that  I  am  Itencefortli  de^-oted  to  tliis  cauic, 
and  tliat  I  put  ande  from  this,  as  much  as  I  m^y, 
the  poor  girl  of  Domremy,  and  am  the  messenger, 
the  mcrifice,  if  it  must  be,  of  the  weal  of  Prance." 

The  parties  separated  to  their  respective  dwel- 
lings, aave  that  Durand    Laxart  remained  will) 
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H«on  and  his  household ;  and  Henri  procuring 
for  him  the  use  of  n  good  hone,  hf  (hm-r- 
tnitwd  also  tn  •ccocnpanj'  Iiis  ninco  to  th«  Duoiil 
paWe  of  N'aiici.  fAT]y  the  noxt  mortiiog,  a»  she 
bad  been  id  her  jouruejr  from  Petit  Burey,  Jeao- 
nette  note,  and  dreated  horxelf  in  the  plain  but 
Bnt  garb  which  .lohn  of  Novplompont  had  scut 
''for  her. 

Besides  the  full  plait«(l  tunic  nud  hose  of  the 
page,  the  first  of  wliicli  liung  somewhat  more 
sly,  even  titan  the  fashion  of  the  time,  on  the 
of  .Ieanit«1t«,  she  was  equipped  in  half-boot» 
for  riding ;  a  small  cap  with  a  single  feaUi«rwas  on 
Iter  iKsd ;  and  a  full  mantle  hanging  square  bAfure 
and  behind,  a  mode  frequent  then,  left  no  startling 
or  UDplcttsant  change  in  her  dre«s.  The  king. 
flwas  form  was  by  no  means  a  striking  one,  had, 
indeed,  introducod  Die  wearing  of  full  and  long 
gannents,  which,  in  the  reign  of  his  successors, 
have  been  superseded  by  olheis,  fitter,  perhaps,  for 
activity  and  convenience,  yet  neith«r  so  graceful 
nor  so  dignified. 

This  time  no  hand  inter]X)aed  to  spare  the 
treskM  which  many  of  the  Invdiest  might  envy, 
and  which  wi're  laid  asi<Ie  by  ttieir  wearer  with  nu 
other  thought  than  timt  they  were  unbecoming  her 
grcAt  la>k,  and  then,  after  the  prayer  with  which 
•he  invoked  prosperity  on  every  change  of  her 
vol..  II.  •  D 
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life,  she  summoned  those  vho  yet  slept,  end  as-* 
sembleid  h«r  Uttle  party,  whkti,    beeitles    tbc 
mentioned,  consiatod  only  of  Novelompont'i  wbT-^ 
vant.  Jeiui  dm  flontiecourt. 

Nowlom]>ont  hiimwlf  wets  struck  witli  th«  mo 
dcst  tL'tf-posMsuun,  Uic  noblv  bearing,  of  JMunetteJ 
Her  ganitenta,  it  i«  true,  wero  better  and  liand- 
Bonier  in  themselves  than  those  he  had  behald 
in,  hut  Iherv  was  a  greater  cliange  than  this.  Ii 
stead  of  the  disguise  partaking  in  the  alighteet  de 
gruii  of  indtilicacy,  it  only  appeared  to  add  to  be 
iinconsciousiiMs.  It  uppeared  fit  for  twr  todc,  of 
which  liti  full  it  oonxtuoUy  rvmind  him  ;  thu  lovely 
and  beautiful  woman  catting  atide  the  Tftnili4>ii,  and 
eren  the  natural  adorninenU  of  her  mx,  that  she 
might  share  in,  and  even  lead  tlie  periU  of  the 
other,  seemed  in  his  eyes  already  changed  iotifl 
sumelhing  celestial,  free  ftxHn  the  temptations  of  a 
nature  of  which  it  had  thrown  off  the  ordina 
hopes. 

Thv  eettled,  tlwugh  tomctiniH  etgcr,  purjiocc  i 
her  «yi.'»,  tlic  umnnbarrnKKed   frunknese   of  ewry 
gostuie,  more  tlian  all,  tlii>  one  thought  of  devoted 
duty,  which  never  left  l»er,  and  which  rvury  word 
and  HCtiun  manifcHteil,  went  to  her  now,  m  ii 
eubsoquent  part  of  her  nucer,  a  ihiold  imtm  \ 
im)>ure  tbouglits,  which  nothing  noUer  tlutn 
tallied  fcroci^  or  deitiontac  malice  ever  attempted 
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to  wltbdrew.  And  in  tliat  spotlmmose  eive  triumtihed 
to  th>!  ttut,  a  glory  which  her  most  cowaitllj-  and 
cnicl  eoenues  vere  fain  to  reverence,  almost  to 
trcmblfl  bdbre. 

Tho  moming  was  loveljr,  though  not  imintur- 
rupt«dly  bright ;  the  party  rodo  through  the  littla 
t  itrMt  to  where  Um-  roul  turnx  off  across  the  briitgc 
arer  the  Mvum,  and  then  osoonded  tlio  noble  liill 
on  t\w  otlter  iide,  turning  glances  back  occasioniUly 
on  the  opposite  castle,  and  the  town  beneath  it ; 
then  they  plunged  into  a  more  woody  distnct,  where 
the  rood  curving  as  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the 
dii^xwition  of  hill  and  dale  retiuired,  seemed  every 
now  and  tlien  to  twcep  into  u  full  boKoni  of  foliage, 
and  Uie  tntck  appeared  to  oonie  to  u  oloee  ;  but  tlie 
ways  were  passable  enough  in  tliv  spring  woatlii'r. 
and  tboughoAeutunting,the  sun  streaming  through 
the  branches,  or  lying  full  and  wami  upon  theic 
paUi,as  it  emerged  frota  tlie  passing  clouds,  shewed 
that  they  were  journeying  eastward. 

The  mesMnger  of  tho  Uukt-  rode  on  with  Dumnd 
Laxart,  informing  liim»'lf  of  Uio  ftoiy  of  the  pm- 
plietoas  he  was  ltfadir)g  to  UU  manter ;  and  h»  the 
Duke's  faith  liad  been  suggested  by  hia  need  of  lier 
assistance,  tJte  servant's  was  well  disposed  to  re- 
ceive the  tale  whkh  Dunuid  faitlifully  rvcounted  ; 
and.  indivd,  craved  morv  of  the  niar%'vllouf  than 
was  at  haiul  to  gratify  lum.     Jolu  of  Xorelomjwnl 
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tode  sjtie  hy  nidp  wit)i  Jeanm-tte,  atul  to  him  alio  as 
simply  told  all  U>at  she  re'Riembirred  of  henelf,  con- 
finninget'er;  mottient,  by  some  word  of  uneellieli  eo-fl 
thusiasm,  hU  belief  in  iwr  mission,  or  vc-aking  liis 
sdmiration  with  »ome  trait  of  iiMiv«,  uaobtrUNv* 

good  sonfio,  or  heoevoknt  feeling.     ' 

Thuy  tliiM)  ttilkf.'d  of  Chtirlv*,  Duko  of  Lormnr. 
and  from  Iter  cumpaiuon  JfitimctW  ktuix-'I  tit  Ttill 
the  »tat«  of  his  L-ourt,  confirming  ur  adding  to  whut 
had  rcni-hcd  h«r  by  report.  Hi«  svparation  trom 
hifl  wife,  Margurvt  of  BitTario,  •  good  and  virtutni* 
prific-eis,  and  tlio  habit*  of  rocklvM  diMiputiun 
whirh  l«d  to  that  tvvnt,  mode  muth  imprMsion 
upon  am,  wlioso  oti\y  mcai»  of  bringing  htnlth  tu 
thp  »ick  prince  dwnlt,  iu>  «he  be)iev<>d,  iu  ui;ging 
him  to  Uint  conduct  which  should  \m.vf  liio  cun- 
scionce  at  ea»c,  and  nmder  liin  prayers  awt- 
to  ttu>  gii-iT  of  h«altJi. 

By  nin«  In  the  morning,  they  ntHohed  tlw 
town  of  Toul  w]tli  its  picturesque  site,  crowned  w 
it  ts  by  the  lable<toppi>d  mountains,  and  surroundw] 
by  rich  plaiiu,  fVom  which,  on  «ery  hill-«tde,  vii»- 
yards  >pring,  a  land  of  plenty  and  of  beauty ;  and 
more  than  that,  in  the  time  1  wntu  of,  a  land  of  we- 
curity  aod  pence.  Mftrc  titty  haltvd  for  awhilv,  wad 
John  of  Novelompont  took  U:avv  uf  tbMt. 

'*  1  go,"  said  hu  to  Jeannett<>, ''  U>  (\ilfil  dutm, 
which,  if  Dot  eo  socnd  as  your  own.  an*  moM 


I 


THK  MAID  OF  OflLE&NS. 


A3 


pentive  upon  me ;  thw  war  has  reduced  to  almost 
helpless  straita  surae  who  have  uo  hope  l>ut  itt  my 
care,  and  wlioni  the  ties  of  nature  bid  me  to  cheer 
and  succour;  but  that  done,  it  shall  go  hard  but, 
ere  the  Mid-  Lent  <^oiiie«i,  you  shall  find  me  again  at 
Vaticouleurs,  ready  to  lend  ray  poor  servioe  to  the 
work  you  have  in  liaod.  More  pressing  instances 
fiMchrd  me  even  as  1  left  you  yt'stcrtlay,  whirh 
Invt-  mc  little  time  \q  pntpurv  or  dclibiTate ;  but 
it  JihalJ  be  no  liault  of  my  will,  if  I  am  absent  from 
the  honourable  struggle  you  would  lead  us  to." 

"  Even  w,"  rrplii»d  Jeaunctte,  "  I  lose  my  only 
friend  of  power,  lut  St.  Catharine  forbid  that  I 
riiould  urge  you  to  neglect  tliat  you  should  do  for 
the  surety  or  help  of  others ;  yet,  metliinks,  the 
time  will  come  wlten  all  stiret}'  and  all  help  shall 
r^Iy  upon  one  6eld,  and  strike  with  one  ann,  and 
when  every  single  hope  shall  feel,  that  it  is  but  part 
of  that  great  one,  the  welfare  uf  Pnuice." 

"  Heaven  send  the  lime!"  said  John  of  Nove- 
hiRipont,  it-rrently,  "  it  shall  find  me  neitl»er  traitor 
nor  idler ;  Henri  of  Vaucouleunt  will  know  of  mj 
dwelling ;  to  him  speok,  and  send  him  to  me  a«  the 
events  may  urge  you.  Farewell,  and  all  good 
*peed.^  She  gave  him  her  hand,  and  he  rode  off 
witii  his  ralet. 

.leannette  felt  solitary  at  this  seeming  abandon- 
ment, though   she  did  not  mistrust  tikc  truth  of 
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Novelorapont's  excuws,  and  she  wouM  fain  hav© 
<Iivcrtccl  lior  melattclioly  bodings,  by  urging  on  at 
once  to  Nanci ;  but  Ute  oieasenger,  ent«r  as  he 
might  into  his  msHtfirB  interesu,  had  y«t  tome  »- 
gani  for  his  ovn  npputite,  uiid  would  no«ila  defer 
Uiv  cliance  of  cun>  for  tti«  cvrtninty  of  a  breakfast. 

'■Besides,"  quoth  he,  "  that  X\w  hoTMsare  good, 
und  would  bear  the  joun»py  'lis  true  ;  but,  ther&. 
fore,  the  more  do  tli«y  merit  our  care  and  cxmsi- 
dention ;  and  if,  as  she  aays,  the  maiden  can  do 
little  or  nothing  for  the  noble  Duke,  the  less  lack 
will  he  have  of  her  inimmliatu  prosonoc.  Coiv 
cannot  come  too  soon  to  any  man,  but  couniiel, 
cspeciolty  to  great  ones,  hat}i  marwllous  *ucce»a  if 
it  find  weloomi!  at  all."  Which  M>ot«)tKo  satisfying 
himself  rather  than  )ii»  hoan'ra,  coet  th«m  an  hour 
and  a  half  of  time  on  tlieir  journey. 

At  lengtli  lliey  werv  again  on  the  road,  and  Uie 
scenery  became  yet  Imliler  and  richer  as  they  climbed 
ur  descended  tlio  loftier  liills,  tovrurds  the  duval  r»- 
aidenee.  They  came,  sonu-  tirau  after  noon,  to  thtt 
Irill  called  tlie  Cote  de  Xanci,  and  us  tliey  galnad 
its  brow,  tJte  gtorious  panorama  of  Umt  rich  pbiin 
burst  upon  their  vivw,  where  the  eity  itsolf  moim 
but  one  of  many  towns  ;  and  the  Cuihcdml  of  St. 
Nicholas,  that  celcbraltHl  n-«iiil  for  pilgrimage, 
though  at  two  leagues  from  Nonci,  appears  in  tlie 
great  expanse  m  if  it  were  but  a  suburi)  eb' 
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its  darlt  tall  towers  appear  on  the  farther  aide  of 
the  capital. 

"  Suroly  the  Duke  must  hem  see  bU,  his  domi- 
tiioiiH,"  raid  Jeanni^tte  in  admiration  of  u  ecera? 
flucli  lu  aho  iuul  never  jrut  bohcld.  The  ine««ongpr 
only  cuDclcMvnded  to  answer  by  a  wnile  and  a 
shake  of  the  hewl;  and  truly,  single-minded  aa  she 
was.  Jeonnette  rode  on,  impressed  with  the  power 
ud  magnificence  of  tlie  lord  of  such  a  territory. 
1  But,  as  they  rode  towards  it,  the  town  itself,  sur- 
rounded by  a  thick  and  heavy  wall,  narrow  in  the 
stre«te,  and  squalid  as  are  moat  townii  dependant 
upon  feudal  pruteeUon,  removed  much  of  this  ad- 
miration from  tlw  mind  ;  and  as  they  came  before 
the  low  and  tunary  palace,  Jcaiinotto  cared  less  to 
meet  the  Duke  of  Lnrraiiie,  than  dhc  Iiod  to  itncoun- 
ter  the  Captain  of  Vauoouleurs. 

No  difficulty  here  awaited  her  reception;  the 
Duke  was  anxious  for  the  arrival  of  his  supposed 
physician,  and  slie  was  ushered  at  once  to  the  room 
wticrc  the  old  man,  half  bloated  and  half  emaciated, 
rtclincd  on  a  couch. 

He  rttgordtid  Iwr  fixodly  for  u  moment,  wliiU*  she 
humhly  inclined  herself.  "  Henri  do  Vouvruy," 
said  he:,  with  aome  effort,  '*  who  was  with  Robert 
de  Baudricourt  when  thou  wert  before  him,  Imtli 
spoken  of  thee  here }  to  me  at  my  command,  when 
I  hoard  of  his  reports,  and  though  h«  be  a  ecoSer, 
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and  affects  not  to  believe  ol),  j»t  even  'he-is"not 
irrevvfent  as  usual  wlien  he  talks  of  then  ;  tt  is  well 
for  tiie  young  and  thoughtless,  revelling  in  f\itl 
health,  to  laugh  at  what  scaroely  seefiis  to  concern 
them ;  hut  when  men  are  stretched  on  a  sick  bed, 
they  grow  wiser,  and.  woold  seek  for  counsel  and 
knowledge.  He  says  tJmu  hast  prophecjed  ex- 
pressly and  confidently  concerning  the  realm  of 
Trance ;  if  so,  it  will  be  a  Utile  and  easy  thing  for 
thee  to  look  into  futurity,  and  find  for  me  the  event 
of  thi«  malady,  or  perchance,  by  prayer  or  holy 
charm,  to  rid  me  of  it  altogether ;  If  tltou  cantt, 
aay  but  the  word,  and  thou  shall  hare  rcwurd,  such 
as  princoshould  give  for  lengthened  life." 

"HoMgraeioua  fir,"  replied  tlie  maiden,"  1  have 
mid  to  your  mcsMnger  as  I  now  say  to  yourself, 
that  it  is  almost  presumptuous  in  me  to  come  into 
such  a  proaence,  seeing  that  1  have  not  the  desired 
■id  or  counsel  to  bring ;  nor  should  I  have  dared 
to  do  so,  but  that  I  had  mther  a  greet  boon  to  so* 
licit  of  one  as  mighty  as  your  grac«,  and  whidi 
slwuld  do  good  to  your  own  soul  too,  as  I  miglit 
hope,  if  the  doing  of  a  good  d««I,  with  not  my 
prayers  alone,  but  those  of  the  many  millions  of 
restored  FVani'e,  might  move  hcBven  for  your  health 
attd  immortal  wenl."  '' 

■'  By  all  that  is  holy,  I  mteartb  thee,"  said  the 
I>uke,  ''give  me  but  thy  word's  assunnce  of  re- 
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PcovKTy,  in  the  which  1  will  put  full  bitli,  for  well  I 
know,  ttat  Xivse  who  convene  with  spirits,  good 
or  pvil,  love  not  to  be  doubted,  aud  I  will  give  tJieo 
whatever  thou  <lust  ask,  ay,  were  it  to  the  [leril  of 
my  dukedoQi,  for  I  tell  thee,  girl,  that  I  am  rich 
and  powerful,  and  would  not  cliange  my  ttate  for 
the  uncertainty  of  the  grave ;  so  that  would«t  thou 
have  a  part  of  my  duchy  itself,  could  I  wvi-  the 
oUhT  by  tiiy  nieuns,  why  should  I  li(.>situU.'  U>  grant 
it  to  thoj  ?" 

Jea&niitte  cast  liersulf  upon  hur  krwos,  aad  huni- 
bl;  embraced  the  Duke'i.  "  Noble  utid  powerful 
prince!"  she  cried,  "do  not  rocal  your  generous 
proffers,  bccaune  I  am  unworthy  of  thein.  1  would 
give  nil  but  tnith  and  right,  that  you  should  grant 
me  an  escort  into  France,  with  letteni  lo  the 
Dauphin,  praying  him  for  bis  own  aake  to  hear  me, 
or  that  you  sltould  send  your  noble  son-in>law  Ren^ 
of  Aiijou  to  lead  me  to  Charles's  cuiut,  and  to  en- 
treat him  from  you  to  give  mo  credeMoe." 

"  Mark  me.^l  !*'  replied  the  Dukv, "  thit  wuuU 
involve  me  in  a  war  witli  England  and  with  Bur- 
gundy, subject  my  dominions  to  taxes  and  levies  o£ 
men,  spread  havoc  and  blood,  and  pcrhapis  end  all 
by  such  ruin  as  has  fallen  on  many  a  province  of 
France ;  but  be  it  so :  Lorraine's  streogtii  would 
last  many  years  to  come.  I  will  do  what  you  «ouM 
hare  me,  cotnc  what  risk  tlieie  may,  send  an  army 
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for  an  eeeort  with  you,  uiul  nty  pledge  of  batUe  on 
KtDg  Charles'*  »Ule.  so  thou  give  me  thy  liaod  Jn 
mine,  with  swom  assuranon  of  hvulth  and  life  to 
como." 

Jcanncltf  ftiirt«<i  upon  tier  feet,  &x  if  to  escape 
bj  that  sudden  action  from  bedelting  thoughta. 

'*  No !  no  r  alio  exclaimed,  though  almost  to  iier- 
Belf,  "  there  is  uo  league  between  Heaven's  truth 
and  deceit !  It  ia  not  an  army  tliat  we  want,  but 
the  spirit  that  shall  load  them.  AmiieH  have  been 
swept  away  aa  com  before  the  dckle;  thny  may 
again  be  whelmed  as  tlie  crops  by  the  tempest, 
dpstroyed  to  rottenness ;  it  is  one  humble  speech 
ttMt  must  rouse  honest  humble  hearts  to  fight,  with 
such  right  couM-ience  as  they  would  pray  and  tie 
down  on  \lw  battle-field  as  a  bed  of  penve  and  rat. 
Great  ormieii  have  fought  for  us  from  Aginuourt 
till  now ;  but  of  thtnr  wry  pride  they  have  perished/ 
A  moment  she  paused,  and  tlien  tumi<^  reverently 
to  the  Duke. 

"  Sir,"  she  eontinuod,  *'  tliere  is  in  my  heart 
one  dMirt,  pbced  there,  as  I  believe,  by  tlie  Spirit 
that  prompts  all  tliaughts  that  come  and  eoatinue 
with  prayer ;  it  consumes  me,  gnawing  und  burning 
as  would  uuslaked  lime ;  it  loaves  mu  neither  day 
nOf  night,  urging,  guoding,  compelling.  I  would 
die  to  satisfy  tlie  craving,  us  tlw  steed  wmitd 
drop  dead  overspurred  in  tlw  course,'  and  my  goal 


THE  M&ID  OP  ORLEANS. 


fiO 


. 


U  on  uofipeakabte  glory ;  but  all  muet  yet  be 
bornu.  I  must  neither  cast  off  the  pain,  nor  win 
the  triumpli  by  a  lie  1  Nay,  it  ould  not  bu  if  I 
would.  Save  aa  the  bearer  of  this  errand,  I  oin  no 
proph«t«M,  but  a  Eimple  girL  Your  Eerritor  that 
keeps  your  rich  jewels  and  your  store  of  gold  it 
not  thereby  the  richer,  nor  are  they  la  bo  spent 
but  as  yourself  direct;  it  is  crcn  so  witli  inv- 
1  liuve  but  the  cliarge  of  that  is  vntniKtcd  to  me, 
of  which  the  use  and  joy  are  a  gifi  of  tliu  grcatevt, 
to  tnako  the  Dauphin  king  of  Fninc«." 

"  But  it  must  Iinvv  eomu  to  theu,"  replied  the 
l>uke,  "  by  study,  by  »kill,  or,  say,  by  prayer ;  I 
pay  for  manses  in  the  Church,  which  the  priests 
refuse  not,  but  proclaim  their  efficacy  ;  why  should 
it  not  be  so  with  thee  ?  1  have  ofierod  thcd  Hw 
large  price  of  thy  prayers,  what  need  of  more 
wonls  betwem  ut?" 

"BecRUKC,"  answered  the  maiden,  "I  am  en- 
dowed with  no  ^(la  tliat  I  may  sell,  none  that 
may  benefit  myaalf,  none,  as  it  should  seem,  that 
may  even  lessen  my  toil ;  I  question  not  the 
prayers  of  the  Church ;  1  would  beg  thera  always 
for  myself;  its  office  is  happier  than  mine." 

"  It  eooms,  then,"  nid  the  Duke  sternly,  "  that 
if  thou  comt-st  not  tieru  to  mock  mu,  those  who  ad- 
viied  toa  to  send  for  thee  had  but  a  foolish  purpose, 
or  were  but  miserably  ill  mstructed  in  thy  g)ft« ; 
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RUch  are  friends  s(>arcliiii|;  for  Uvc  wants  of  othen, 
flattering  falsely  to  gain  a  moment's  praiac,  or  tlw 
wetoomeof  a  smile,  and  morltingtho  while  st  be1p> 
lessness  and  gri«f,  but  I  may  live  yellu  note  them  I 
T«U  me,  onoe  for  all,  girl,  haat  thou  for  me  neither 
knowledge  of  the  future,  nor  advice  for  the  present?^ 

"  Will  you  bear  witti  my  advice,  if  I  should  ten« 
der  it?"  asktxl  the  maiden. 

"  Ay,  and  return  Umki  ampl«  tlianks,  for,  at 
least,  thou  Kpt-altesit  Um*  truth,"  ancwercd  tlie  Duke. 

"  Soari-li,  then,  your  lie«irt.  nolile  prince,"  said 
she,  "  and  let  ttmt  Iw  your  only  cnunwllor,  bevs 
that  you  might  confets  to  some  good  prieat  who 
should  fearlecnly  btamu  that  whioli  he  might  find 
to  he  evil,  and  froclyimpo»«  pcnnncv  for  it.  1  know 
not  wtiat  in  ))ctwvi>n  yotir  grace's  livart  and  Hea- 
ven ;  but  tliougli  affliction  &Us  on  all ;  ou  the  gn>al, 
judgments,  a»  I  have  heard,  oA«n  fall  for  nigns  aud 
a'amings,  for  torrorii  to  the  world,  and  for  car. 
tecticn*  to  th^-mwlvo*,  as  when  the  ])oor  have  re- 
proved mightiest  kingy,  and  tlieir  words  have  been 
crowned  with  power.  Men  say  you  have  n  good 
and  gnuriouK  princess,  from  whom  you  tire  apart ; 
putting  Iter,  innocent  as  she  is,  to  tJte  misety  and 
almost  to  tlie  shame  of  a  divorte ;  now,  Heaven 
pardon  thee,  Duke,  that,  and  all  other  sins  of  which 
it  beliDves  me  tittle  to  speak,  and  much  less  to 
judgvj  but  if  tlwu  vfiuldst  be  free  from  wrath,'! 
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iiavt)  no  counsel  w  good  to  give  theo  u  to  praj  to 
HMLveD  with  a  clearer  bouI  ,  and  to  remove  Die  cauw." 

The  already  jnle  featuivn  of  tiro   Duke   grew ' 
mure  livid  bihI  frightful  with  nngcr,  niul  Im  blo*ted  •. 
muscles  worked  frarfully,  Wtwoen  Ute  shame  af^ 
rrproof  and  tite  resentment ;  but  Jeannclte  stood 
before  him  so  unmovod,  to  fearless,  and  yet  so 
humble,  that   for  Htill  gr«at<>r  aliame  he  made  an 
efibrt  to  contain  his  feelings.     He  eveo  tried  to 
Gmile,  but  the  attempt  was  faint  and  ghastly. 

"  You  have  spoken,"  he  said,  and  then  added 
alnu)«t  ironically,  and  with  a  look  roun*),  wliich 
sought  support  from  the  few  who  wer«  with  him 
in  tlio  room,  "  Aught  d«e  ?" 

"  But  to  implore  you,  sir,  as  a  prince,  in  a  good-' 
and  honounihle  cause;  but  to  conjure  you,  as  one 
put  in  authority  by  Heaven,  in  t)iv  name  by  which 
you  are  deputed,  to  aid  me  to  do  it*  bidding ;  to 
giw  ine  etwurt  such  as  I  liave  asked,  or  but  one 
word  of  advice  to  Robert  de  Baudricourt  to  credit 
me  and  to  forward  me  in  my  appointed  work ;  and 
morning  or  night  shall  not  pais  but  you  shall  have 
an  earnest  prayer  from  me  for  your  liealtb,  both  of 
body  and  tool." 

'*  H*  !  ha  !*  raplii'd  the  Duke,  "  a  prayer  which 
70U  oonfess  has  no  power ;  and  give  you  a  word 
or  a  letter  to  Baudricourt,  or  my  son's  escort,  when 
all  your  power  is  to  serve  France,  (w  tlie  fall  of 
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which  1  care  a«  for  the  fall  of  thnt  early  blighted 
leaf  tliat  etUliei  yonder  by  the  witKlovr.  Mix  my 
hand  by  couiuel  or  by  nrniK  in  a  c^uArrel  which 
muy  bring  deatruclion,  lu  ])le&»e  the  whim  of  one 
w)h)  cannot  even  profTer  me  aid  !  But  1  am  not 
angry  vitJi  thee,  girl ;  it  would,  indeed,  ill  become 
Churles  of  Lorraiue  to  waste  wrath  with  stich  aa 
tiivo ;  remember  thou  art  come  hiUiLir  on  my  er- 
rand, wliicb  thou  canst  not  iiccompli«l) ;  thou  itlialt 
have  thy  payment  for  tity  labour,  wen  though  it 
be  usel««>.  Gaspard,  show  me  Mine  pieoea  of 
diver '." 

•An  attendant  took  the  purse  from  his  girdle,  and 
laitl  sxne  piecc«  opun  on  lii«  bawl  for  tiw  Duke  to 
cliooM>.  "  Take  thevc  four  frano  for  thy  charget," 
he  said ;  "  they  will  fvust  tliee  here  according  to 
thy  station  as  thou  maycst  desitv ;  see  that  it  be 
done,"  be  continued  to  tlie  lowest  of  his  foUowttrc, 
who  bowed  with  a  scornful  sliglit  nod  to  the  com- 
mand, but,  as  it  were,  in  obediDucc  to  tlio  fueling 
of  him  who  commanded.  "  And  now  wo  would  be 
aloite." 

It  was  with  some  tinge  of  unsubdued  pride  and 
oncbMtcoed  anger,  that  Jeannetle  looked  fur  i 
momi-nt  on  the  donor  and  the  prufTered  gift ;  a 
flash  of  fire  from  her  quick  eyes  and  n  glow  of  uu- 
usual  redness  on  her  tninxjsimnt  rhvck,  disturbed 
tiie  attempted  serenity  uf  Uiu  Duke's  dismissal,  and 
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awakened  the  mpcTstitiouB  rmpvct  for  )ii.>r  power 
in  whwh  tu>  had  at  first  wot  to  invite  hor. 

*'  Do3t  thou  require  more  ?*  he  sskvd,  in  &  sojne' 
what  milder  toiw,  "  All  who  come  hither  at  my 
requmt  sliould  be  full;  sntiitfied ;  a  eurfte  for  lack  of 
gmerodt;  has  not  yet,  I  think,  been  laid  upon  my 
iioad." 

JeaSDctte  smiled.  "  Oli,  gracious  «r!"  she  ex- 
claimed ;  "  if  cunscH  bcfitt«'d  ue,  surely  none  but 
tlie  mnoett  oould  mvaxurv  tiiem  by  such  polf. 
W'iUi  nil  thank»,  and  humbly,  1  accept  your  gift, 
which  is,  indeed,  mwrh  for  my  service,  but  which 
1  take  in  reajKctful  token  of  obedience,  and  as  ac- 
eepting  even  honour  by  it  from  a  mighty  prince.'" 

"If more *'  inlorruptwl  the  Duke,  a  liul« 

movod  by  finding  hiRiM,')f  put  in  tlw  wrong  by  hi^r 
patience. 

•*  More  I  should  as  respectfully  refuse  as  I  ac- 
cept thia,"  answered  Jeannette,  taking  Uia  money, 
and  placing  it  in  tho  hands  of  Duram)  Liaxart,who 
stood  at  a  littlo  distance  behind  her.  *<  Ai  I  may 
rum  depart,  fanrwell,  and  all  humhli>  thank*  to 
your  grace." 

She  left  tiie  apartment,  followed  by  the  atten- 
dant  oommi»fioned  to  provido  for  her. 

*'  A  cup  of  wat4!r  nud  u  pteov  of  bread,  whii-h 
'we  can  eat  liere  on  the  bench,  1  wilt  gladly  takv, 
and  it  Is  all  wu  ixttd "  said  she  miklly ;  nor  did 
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vntieaties  for  tlic  hnnotir  uf  Ins  mftatcr'a  bome^ ' 
ercii  di^ibif«l  luxuri(»,  tempt  ber  to  do  man  tfaa 
miii^  aocDe  little  wine  with  ber  diink,  wfafl 
likzart,  by  her  example,  &red  raoit  aimply.* 

'*  And  now,"  said  abe,  fioDg.  **  after  titasks  fb 
that  we  have  eaten,  pray  you  tell  ob  the  road  fe 
St.  Nicht^aa."  It  was  pointed  out  to  ber.  **  Tltt 
ther  we  may  go  easily,  while  it  is  well  d^Ti"  MM 
she  to  her  oocle ;  "  and  I  need  to  kneel  befiwe  aoiB 
boJy  shrine  to  gain  new  strength  and  pray  fo 
DCM  for  aoine  has^  thoughtik" 

*'  And  on  the  morrow  1  most  return  to 
Burey,"  replied  be. 

"  And  I  with  you*"  wa>  her  answer.  "  1  cam 
to  tend  upon  my  aunt,  t  said  to,  aitd  it  wuuld  b> 
decot  did  I  nut  do  it.  I  must  pray,  ask,  iaquir 
again,  and  if  there  bn  do  other  means,  and  tl«ai  a 
permiUtfd  to  me,  John  of  Novelonipont  may  lew 
m«  to  the  Daupliin.  I  have  been  moved,  and 
would  be  culmcd  aud  forgiven." 

A  walk  to  St.  Nicliolasof  two  leagues,  a  piayei 
■t  that  ixAy  ehrin«,  a  coa£asaQn  to  a  father  of  thai 
church,  a  niglit  of  pUcid  rcpoae,  bought  by  exer- 
tion and  by  •  uunKJcnce  cati*fi«d  by  abwlutian 
filled  tiw  remainder  uf  their  stay ;  and  in  tiie  t«ri] 
noming,  Jeannette  and  lier  uocJe  Kec«  oq  thi 
road,  <i)Ugently  walking  towards  Vaucouktun  uk 
Petit  Bur«fj._ 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


■"• Jt  was  the  eeconi)  day  Unrards  evening  ihut  Du- 
and  Jeannette  arrived  at  his  cottage  at  Petit 
Buray.  I'hey  )iad  called  on  Henri  aod  Cnlliarinc 
in  VaiKOuleurs,  and  told  them  shortly  of  their  nv 
cpption  at  Nanci,  and  rereived  from  them  again 
earnest  aitaurancea  of  consideration  and  aid  as  far 
as  their  ability  would  allow,  and  eager  invitations 
to  use  their  houee  for  a  resting-place  or  a  dwelling, 
as  their  ailiurs  or  wishes  miglit  rc^quire. 

A  ntTK  source  of  feeling  anil  of  ttiuught  was  to 
b*-  prvsented  to  Jcannrtte.  Within  a  few  hours 
aHi-r  tlu'ir  return  I^axarl^s  wife^was  seised  with 
the  pwm  of  labour.  Their  intensity  tired  even  her 
coarage  to  look  upon,  though  that  coarage  was 
enunently  such  as  Heaven  has  grren  to  woman  tff 
aoothe,  by  foi^etting  self,  and  tn  show  th«  bctt' 
efibrts  of  ^ropathj.  by  stiBing  its  incapacitating 
piilses.  It  was  another  wrench  of  the  heart  from 
any  clin^jing  desire  of  secure  life,  to  behotd  a 
Vngtheoed   agony,   such   as  few  deaths  even  of 
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Nature's  torture,  mora  powerful  than  uwn  the  por- 
vttrt«(l  ingi-nuitj-  of  man,  could  inflU't.  Slii-  won- 
dered at  thv  compelled  horoLsm  of  eo  many  of  her 
kind.  She  fvlt  rnurv  assured  of  the  seven  eon- 
diti<»t9  of  huinnn  nature;  nlie  learned  tho  n>or«  to 
blame  any  imjiatience  of  lier  own  fur  the  preaent, 
and  to  quail  the  less  for  the  future.  Ought  the 
*ulvution  of  a  kingdom  to  cost  her  a  less  terrible 
certainty  tlian  the  gift  of  life  to  one  helpless  in- 
fant? 

Thus  she  met  Utc  future  witlt  tJie  present ;  utd 
her  lieort,  gentier  and  mont  jdliful  to  others  than 
erer  in  the  sight  of  an  much  enilurance.  became 
the  more  steeled  against  any  weakness  of  her  own. 
This  exalted  sfurit,  which  might  hare  home  Im 
above  all  trials,  rather  titan  have  enabled  lior  to 
Rwct  and  contend  witli  them,  was  noi  to  remain 
UDulloyod  by  more  common,  more  luxorious  teoder- 


Bmades  the  i^ectton  which  was  claimed  by  the 
finUe  mother,  a  still  deeper  one  sprang  up  for  the 
utterly  dependent  and  helpless  infant.  Tlie  new 
tiling  bora  to  suffer,  though  not,  as  Jeennutte  liad 
tltu  privilege  to  know,  hopt-lessly  or  oseles^'ly,  ils 
impOTJect  faculties,  its  incipient  aiTcGtioQS,  growing 
oat  of  ita  wants,  appeared  to  Jcaiiiuittc  one  of  tha 
very  few  delightful  mysteries  of  life.  The  thnugfat 
that  its  fate  might  be  among  tJMM  ihu  was  to  bloH, , 
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tWHit«D^  the  itDXUity  of  th«  ftil«r«,  yet  more  cou- 
tinunUj*  than  she  liad  be«ii  f(>r  ynars,  was  Jeannette 
for  &  time  occupied  with  the  living  intereet  of  tlw 
prottnt. 

EvRu  Iter  parents  she  a^n  receired  in  joy  aod 
peacu  whfii  tiicy  camv  lo  Uaxnrt's  i-utt«ge  to  hail 
tii«r  n«w  relation,  and  hring  frvsh  lore  to  their 
older  ones,  and  even  tlwy  returned  with  content 
atnl   trust,  aVotdiog  to  inquir«  iDto  the  nunoun 
which  wuro  rife  of  tlie  journeys  which  JeunRCttv^ 
takeo,  and  the  huptw  which  they  yet  tn»t«d 
&e  might  ahudon.     Indmd,  few  would  <ledire  to 
meet  the  [nation  of  Jacques  d'Arc,  which  was  aure 
to  recoil  on  the  relater  of  unwelcome  news  as  to 
his  duughler,  aikl,  as  he  almosC  moroei^ly  avoidedj 
or  reprovw)  Uic  th«m«,  h«  kiiow  less  than  any  in 
Domrcmy  of  what  had  taken  place.     Even  Laxart, 
whom  he  could  not  disbelieve,  deenved  hiroaelf  by 
Jeannette's    affection    for   Ut*   dtihl,   encouraged 
Jacques  and  Isubol  in  tlicir  security.     And  so  wore 
uwiiy  aonw  moutli*,  wliile  the  aid  of  Jeannette  ap- 
paarod  to  be   absolutely  neaded,  either   for  the 
ntoth<>r  or  the  infitnt,  and  sadditr  and  sadder  did 
the  grow  as  that  task  appeared  to  draw  towards  iti 
close. 

New  and  even  more  fatal  mmaurn  bogan  to 
raacTi  us  who  dwelt  in  the  valley  of  Uti^  Mouse. 
Until  this  time,  the  war,  tliough  u^iequally  main* 


08 


JOAN  OF  ABC, 


taiiiMi  by  die  fitful  efforts  of  the  French  chivalry 
against  the  disciplinecl  system  established  b}- 
Htfnry  V.,  sad  as  far  as  their  authority  eould  ex- 
tend undi^  the  rt-ign  of  a  mioor  upheld  by  Bedford 
and  hi*  getH-rulx,  was  still  a  <onl(st  iiiwhich  thv 
chanoM  did  not  appear  hopcloff .  But  in  tlw  locing 
game  of  war,  an  in  all  othon,  as  the  rtmggle  it 
protracted,  it  beromea  more  evidently  desperate. 

Tlte  numiuer  of  I4S8  apiteared  to  be  the  clo&iog 
campaign  of  tJie  French  aims,  till  they  should  be 
used  as  of  provincial  subjects  in  behalf  of  the  further 
triurophs  of  EogUsh  ambitiou.  Thoiigb  it  wb» 
midBummer  before  Salisbury  took  the  fielil,  yet  dili- 
gence tor  once  seemed  to  overtake  time ;  towD  after 
town  was  taken  by  anuult  or  by  |ianic,  till  almott 
ail  theOrleaniKHS  nortJi  of  t)i«  I>oire  owiuhI  the  yoke, 
and  appeared  to  be  served  irrevocably  from  the 
dominion  of  tlw  native  sovereign.  And  Burgundy 
wai  again  reconciled  to  tlie  luigliah,  the  wan 
miaed  on  account  of  the  raceestion  to  the  estates  of 
Jacqualbw  of  Holland  had  oeawd,  and  ooce  more 
did  Philip,  whose  easily  earned  D«n>e  of  the  "good" 
b  surely  a  satire  on  princoa,  turn  his  vindictive 
arms  against  liit  li^  lord  and  native  land.  'Hie 
strongholds  left  to  Charles  in  Champagne  were 
beleaguered  by  hit  forces,  and  even  on  the  borders 
of  Lorraine,  in  the  extreme  irnntier  of  the  kingdom, 
did  the  apprehension  of  more  than  a  passiiig  iava- 
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BKMi  begin  to  be  serioUBlif  felt,  aiul  men  prepared  to 
ifaield  ttaemselves  by  flight,  or  arm  t))iMiiselvra  witli 
patience  to  b««r  the  yoke  of  the  islander.  ' 

Men  talk  of  peril  ere  it  comes,  their  judgiiwnt 
ferciM«s  il,  Uteir  tips  eren  prophecy  it,  but  tlieir 
twuta  do  Dot  cnidit  it  till  it  i»  ntgh,  tuid  theo  tbt 
wifMt  tivmble  witli  antouiKliiiwat  to  find  tlwir  own 
progDWticationK  true.  So  wbs  it  with  Pruooc  ta 
the  Butumii  of  11S8.  Men  who  had  coldly  talked 
of  ruin  as  tbougli  it  were  but  a  threat  to  otben, 
now  fptt  the  earthquake  untl«T  their  own  feet.  To  i 
JeaniKtte,  aa  to  out^  who  iiad  long  apoken  uf  thd  j 
peril,  and  <ltfvut4.i)  l)cr>clf  opirnly  to  it«  exigenciec; 
came  tlw  inluibitanta  of  Petit  Bur«y  and  the  eur> 
rouiuling  hantots,  with  runtuurt  and  Urmn  almoat  i 
taking  tl»e  form  of  remoiuttranue  and  complaint. 
Tlie  necessity  wemed  knocking  at  their  doora, 
which  Would  compel  them  to  join  thoir  clectioB  to 
Iter  own  ine[Hration,  to  invest  Iter  with  caminnnd. 

Her  own  mcditatioiM,  vivifiml  by  the  nued  of 
eventj,  wanted  DO  lochipur.  Atcertainbouxitoftiut 
day  sho  wu  ever  alone ;  her  words  e?ea  of  carvw 
became  fewer,  as  ifahe  denied  lierself  ail  envrvatuia-. 
thought,  her  toantenancc  bvcame  mure  liabitually 
careful.     No  conrcrsation  held  Iter,  but  tiiat  of  tiw 
destiny  of  France,  aud  Xhen  only  did  dte  smile  liap^ 
pily  wtten  Nhe  indulged  in  hopes  of  iu  regoneratiotuJ 
Her  fame  sprwid  moni  lud  mora  as  her  outward! 
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betting  becaniB  more  firm  and  detemuned,  for  the 
h«nl  judge  mosUy  by  su«h  tynibolB,  and  scarcdy 
«ver  recognize  wisdom  in  unpretendiug  gaiety,  or 
Saep  putpose  in  a  smile. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  I  ventured  to  renew  uur 
intercourse  ;•  I  believed  that  I  had  conquered  all 
tliat  could  render  it  dangerous  to  my  peac« ;  1 
thought  thot  I  could  even  find  all  tlie  delight 
1  could  care  to  Eovk  in  an  obfiorvancc  of  her  viU, 
and  a  ikvotioo  to  her  i)urpoM!«. 

My  life  at  home  Imd  been  )i*tleK,  mve  vhen  I 
roused  myself  to  fitful  exertion  by  a  etrong  eSortof 
determination ;  no  woiuler,  for,  save  Uiat  duty  to  my 
mother  which  I  Btrora  to  pay  cheerfully  and  tliank* 
folly,  I  could  make  no  purpose  to  my  life.  And 
for  her  my  conscience  was  tJius  far  satisfied,  tliat  I 
oould  leave  to  bef,  whether  i  lived  or  died.  uU  she 
could  need  fur  tikc  remainder  of  a  iHmplu  and  frugal 
life :  the  delights  of  nich  tempered  affections  a* 
tlioso  boroe  by  a  sou  to  a  mother  wore  compara- 
tively unfelt  at  an  age  when  for  Jeantiette  1  believed 
1  could  restrain  my  wishes  to  the  calm  unrufHi'd 
friendship  of  a  brotlier  ! 

Why  quarrel  with  human  incon^stences  ?  nay, 
why  deplore  thrtn  ?  WitJi  me  Uiey  cannot  be  ra- 
cajhtd. 

My  first  appnncli  towunis  llio  rc*tonition  of  our 
fellowship  might  havo  taught  me  the  trutli,     1 
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a  Uw  road  wbich  I  knew  Durftnd  Lan 
would  tuk«  U)  his  lalKMir,  luid  cliow  the  hour  wfai 
I  knuw  Im!  wouhl  ba  alone  to  rocommenoe,  an  if  b^ 
accident,  our  negkcted  ocquaintanco.  But  Uuraiid 
Luxart  Kunpvctcd  imonc  of  guilu.  1  eveu  managed, 
unskilful  an  I  wtu  luid  unnerved  by  mjcoiuciousnesiil 
to  draw  from  him  a  re()U«Ht  ttiat  I  would  come  with 
him  to  Ids  cottage,  and  once  more  see  Jeannette  as  a 
fnend.  At  my  deeire  he  promised  to  speak  of 
our  minuting  lu  herself,  to  wa^h  whethor  such  a 
vitiL  would  b«  unwelcome  to  her,  and  I  ap-i 
podnted  to  ii>c*c  him  the  nl^xt  d«j  to  hear  his  rep\y* 
and  h«r's.  U^hat  ditTiculty  I  liad  to  n'ttrain  all  the 
old  Iwpes  which  disappointment  nnild  not  destroy, 
what  labour  to  persuade  myself  tiiat  they  could  no 
more  be  eotertaiow),  with  what  sopliiatry  I  at  last 
parniiltud  myself  to  be  convincetl  that  to  indulge  in 
tltc  imixMHible  droAin  but  an  u  dn<»m,wiuwiMlum, 
and  tjtat  it  was  time  enough  to  discard  it  when  tlM> 
trutli  caino,  aev^  not  be  told  to  those  who  have 
felt,  would  be  told  idly  to  those  who  have  not. 

I  saw  I)urand,an«r  wailing  for  him  hours  before 
his  appointment ;  Jeannette  had  consented  to  receive 
ma ;  hu  infomwd  mo  that  she  had  done  so  at  ooce, 
nod  witliout  emotion,  on  whidi  he  congratulated 
mu,  and  assured  me  of  liis  own  friendly  exertionx 
in  titat  he  liad  stated  to  her  hts  jwrfect  know- 
ledge that  I  had  no  desire  to  engage  more  thau 
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her  frieadabip,  and  tlist  ]w  liad  ewa  [4e<lged  liis 
ovQ  word  tliat  such  was  mj  unalterable  mind. 

Aud  for  this  [uece  of  service,  thoogh  it  was  whftt 
1  had  gtrictljr  eD)oined,  1  was  not,  aSter  all,  exces- 
sively gratel'ul.  I  did  not  wjsli  tu  «w  her  at  once,  ae 
if  eager  to  avail  myself  of  11  ti«w  undonttaitdiog,  with 
Dimmd  I  might  talk  of  lier  uninterruptedly  uid 
witlwut  stint  I  laboured  by  his  side  for  thu 
morning,  and  heard  much  of  what  1  have  here  re- 
counUfl,  and  then  witli  him,  an  hour  before  noon, 
rt^puin-d  to  hi(  cotUg«,  my  heart  Uniting  audibly, 
and  my  cheek  burning,  though  I  would  not  under- 
stand timr  wariiings.  But  if  what  I  had  heard  of 
her  Q  little  mingled  my  feelings  with  awe.  her  hok 
and  manner  contributed  ttill  more  to  calm  them  for 
the  time  into  distant  reKp<«t. 

She  received  me  frankly  but  coldly,  and  •carosly 
suffered  herself  to  be  diverted  from  hoUHehold 
busuiiHS  whik-  it  wa«  to  be  done,  or  from  the  en- 
^mtbtg  thoughts  which  wcra  now  indeed  the  daily 
conversatMn  of  all.  No  rccurrcDce  ev(>n  for  a  mo- 
ment to  past  tintes :  her  manner  <>xpretwcd  foTgivo- 
ness  for  what  liad  taken  place  at  Toul,  but  slm 
instantly  stopped  a)l  excise,  all  reference  to  sup- 
posed injuries. 

*'  My  uncle  bos  told  mc,"  she  said,  u  I  strove 
totpmkofit,  "thatwc  are  not,  even  in  your  i>yea, 
what  we  tiave  -been,  or  raUwr  what  yt>u  onco  sup- 
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p^fca  w«  idglit  h(— k  ia  •  dn«s  I  Ime  d 
u  it  had  amrtr  been:  iftfaeic  wen  aa}  thbg  ts] 
pafdoD.  it  rf«l  b»  Mtn  mm  brgoUen  &ob  <U*j 
hoar,  ftnd  1  accept  jroo,  OD  josr  o«n  booow  plidlgw 
tliiot^  mytmele,  m  mjrfiriead,  ay  bratlMr/ 
new  ma  or  wodd  be  man  or  lew  to  oh.*' 

I  eonld  bet  aequiim*,  ibJ  taimmand  to  i 
nq-wlf  with  ndi  afiBky,  eoopled  with  th«  [M>fat] 
aHonne  tf«t  od  me  cpoU  poMeai  oeuer  prete»-j 


lo  tfak  cpirit  I  rvmMd  uiMimtiuilj  laj 
Ihor  of  (KvnCn^  Bjr  t^ne  csttnlj  ts  mv  HTTin^j 
tliaii^'witfalBBOrtealetMa:  1  wirinlBowtoi 
oynif  uuyMK|itiMy  umru  to  hsr,  ooC  to  wam  i 
JHbtnrf  by  n  uiu— uiiin^  igdj—iM.     What 
iWHinflQ  ot  toy  BcBVBDniB  pBBBplSflp  tf  ttwjr  * 
eoaU  ka  calkd  ».  Aieb  wvn  bnt  the  MttLrigfak  I 

pH|MMM  of  IBf  niBDy,  wo  pVBl   Np 

nme.     i  faockd  tfatf  Owe  «^  be  no  hek  ef' 
»MAMiagnliMMmbw»;T^,MaBiy 
1  br  tiMB.  piriief.,  et  C»t,  nqn 
oooU  find  Mjutietiun  Urn  mj  rtwngn.    She  b»> 
fer  lo  bv  tbe  ooH  of  Chufn  WM  tb^ 
r  of  Hen*«a  i  bow  a«^  A*  doobt  the  ! 
oftfaoMwboMpowdH? 
Aikarn  tinw  riw  etm  ventBied  to  empkr  >»•  : 
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jiBssion  which  had  hitherto  been  moodjr  burst  fortt 
into  renewed  impatience  of  inaction. 

"  Day  by  day,"  she  exctainied,  *'  the  canker  rati 
into  tivi  corv  of  tho  tree,  nay.  branch  is  rudely  turn 
oBF  aftar  branch,   and   my  voice,  llie  only  one  to  ^ 
which  safety  i*  proiniiinl,  it  unhetud  I— unheard  1**  | 
thf  continued,  pacing  the  little  room ;  "  it  is  I  Uiat 
Buffor  it  to  be  mute.     Wots  that  are  related  to  ua 
make  tJie  blood  curdle  even  in  the  most  temperate  ^ 
veins ;  the  danger  comes  near  ns,  till  all  seem 
writhu  nlmidy  beneath  ihv  lash  that  is  uphtlnd  foH 
tliem ;  my  Voice*  call  on  me  daily,  hourly,  driv<i| 
me  from  room  to  room,  and  from  fi^ld  to  field,  and' 
their  speecliea  are  never  out  of  my  ears.     '  Arise  I 
to  the  Dauphin  !  On,  in  the  name  of  Pranne !  Smito 
for  thu  cause  for  which  the  saint*  thimi*elve«  pray, 
which  Hmvon  enjoins!'     Tlie  cold   Baudricourt 
Inve  I  tried ;  the  sensual  Charles  of  Lorraine  must^ 
h«v«  B  new  soul  ere  he  <-ould  be  moved;  tlwre  watone 
who  pronii*Ml,but  hefaints,  goes  about  this  wretcl»«l 
business  of  his  own,  like  one  striking  bargains  for^| 
murchandiM  a>  the  ship   he  atands  on  found^n. 
But  tu!  may  be  true ;  it  may  be  that  he  waits  only 
Cor  tlie  call  timl  should  arouse  him.     Ue  must  be 
■ought  agMn  at  Vaucouleurs,  or  alone  with  a  tciif 
and  a  staff  must  I  Mt  forth  ori  my  pilgriraag*,  audi 
lay  toe  down  at  the  gates  of  tlw  Dnuphin'i  poIflMJ 
till,  for  charity,  they  bcv  me  into  his  preaeneft." 
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1  Bslied  the  office  of  »earching  for  her  promiseil 
patron,  and  I  was  penuitteil  to  set  forth,  not  to 
etaim  from  John  of  Kovelompont  his  prafri>roil 
asMstance,  but  to  take  her  wher«  ho  might  be 
fouiifl,  since  to  no  voice  but  her  own  would  rHd 

entrust  the  wwk  of  bidding  him  Ailfil  his  t>le<^- 

On  th«  morrow  I  ctieerfully  set  out  for  his  botue 
at  Vaucouleur^;  I  leanied,  indeed,  the  business 
which  ftill  occupied  him,  a  charity  to  near  kindred  ) 
they  oould  not  tell  me  wltere  of  many  plaoee  he 
nugtit  btt  found,  (or  little  ooiitmunication  wrh 
there  in  those  di«lurbe<l  time*.  My  joiirnoy  to 
know  of  him  might  bit  long  iin<l  niu»t  hi-  pt-rilous ; 
but  i  bad  proiniaed  tlie  tidings  to  Jcannette ;  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  »ervic«  only  increased  its  at< 
tnctioD  to  me,  who  would  fain  have  to  render 
mne  deed  worthy  of  accuptnncc  nnd  pniiie. 

Three  weeks  were  spent  in  this  journey,  in  peril 
among  enemies,  and  scarcely  mon  ruthful  frionds ; 
titi  at  length  I  found  John  of  Novelompont  in  a 
castle  in  lite  north  of  Cluim[)Ag»e,  tl>e  posaeBsion 
of  his  widowed  wter  and  her  fatherkm  child,  the 
domain  of  which  hod  (teen  desolate  by  the  war  i 
but  the  half-ruioed  towers  Etill  presented  an  un- 
enried  possession  which  might  be  kept  for  the 
widow  aod  orplian,  bccauM  armies  would  not  lieed 
tudi  a  coiK]ueat,  and  banditti  had  already  i-puiliy) 
all  that  could  be  taken,  with  labour  worth  the  glean- 
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ing.    And  loiae  liope   yet   reniained   of  drawing ' 
round  the  standard  of  Charles   n    fpw  ftuthful 
vaxsala  who  might  Rt  onci-  saro  th«  fortunes  of  j 
thoM  dear  to   Novploiniiont,  and   prove  a  usieful 
diviidon  in  fiivour  of  tlie  general  cause. 

I  bad  per&nn«d  Urn  journey  on  foot,  and  in  the 
poorest  apparel  that  I  had,  ttiat  I  might  excite  no  | 
observation ;  indc«<]  that  I  might  not  bccomo  nn 
object  of  plunder,  perhajn  the  victim  of  tnunUr. 
I  returned  wrari«d  and  exhauRt«d  to  Petit  Buroy. 
It  almost  makes  nu>  %nuU>  now  to  tliink  tliat  I 
hesitated  to  prpsent  my^lf  before  Jeannette,  the 
mean  and  tmggard  figure  that  I  appeared.  But  I 
did  to,  ftndwisdyu  (ar  as  mj  object  was  toobtain 
her  confidence ;  she  tmw  that  I  had  not  spared  toil 
for  her  sake ;  and  m;  worn  looks  pleaded  best  for 
such  regard  as  she  had  to  giv<>. 

She  bore  the  disappointment  of  my  news  calmly ; 
for  a  new  dctcrmiitalion  had  ariton  in  her  mind. 
and  with  it  new  hope.  In  the  little  oottage  that 
night  wc  deliberated  long  and  earnestly ;  each  of 
the  httle  family  took  part  in  it  Jeannettu  Lax- 
art  hud  long  bMB  possoaaed  with  a  full  jwrsuoMoo 
of  her  nioco's  mmaon.  Uurand  liat]  first  spokwt 
of  it  to  her,  and  tlie  every-day  acta  of  kindness, 
which  wnm  her  as  a  partisan,  were  not  stronger 
with  her  than  the  constant  acts  of  devotion,  the 
r^pitar  Ufe  subdued  to  one  purpose,  the  consls^t 
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aoting  upon  sucli  a  belief  which  she  every  hour 
witoeeaed  in  Jeaiioetti;,  * 

Women  soo)etim«s  refnuit  from  beooming  prons 
tftes  to  high  enthusiaam,  becaiLiic  tlieir  weakneM 
luiil  ilfpcnJencti  teach  Uiem  to  dread  its  dangetv; 
but  that  natural  fear  once  overcome  by  tlie  uoblcr 
motivea,  their  formor  cnution  is  repaid  with  ten- 
fold eamertnese.  Jeannetti>  Laxart  appeared  there- 
fore Uw  mort  disa[^x>iated  at  wliat  slie  called  the 
lukuwonitnets  of  Nowlorapont.  Jcuom-tt*!  urged 
that  the  dutii.>«  Iw  Itod  bo  do  must  be  left  to  liw 
own  conscience. 

"  But  for  roe,"  she  continued,  ''  something 
must  be  don«.  It  ia  now  September ;  tlie  next 
mid-L^nt  !»  the  period  aE^igti^d;  for  me  to  goto 
Novvlumpunt  to  urgv  liim  to  conduct  mu  to  tJw 
Dftuphin,  would  be  to  und<Ttake  a  journey  us 
diflkult  and  hazardous  as  Dial  towards  the  court 
Itself ;  aitd  he  has  told  roe  how  little  he  could,  in  hia 
own  person,  be  of  advantage  to  me  when  we  aliould 
hav»  arrived.  Since  all  who  might  help  refuse  or 
deeertme,  I  must  rely  upon  myaelf,  and  upon  tliat 
which  can  guani  me  alone,  as  well  as  tliough  I 
wew  protected  by  an  army.  I  "will  put  on  the 
elodiee  which  Novelompont  gave  mc,  and  E«t  fortJi 
at  once  for  ttic  Orleanooie.  Bread  i«  all  that  I 
ne«d  for  foml ;  a  cup  of  water  no  one  will  deny 
mo  i  Bad  ut  tliit  smkhi,  wliorever  there  i»  a  ibed,  I 
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shall  find  a  place  for  mat,  and  pcrhapn  b«TC  and 
tlwTe  a  better  on«,  wlimv  mea's  heurte  ore  kind 
and  charitable." 

"  But  alone  1  a  maiden  travelling  in  these  times  of  ] 
violence!"  said  Jeannette  Laxart. 

"  Mf  li&bil  will  prenMit  tome  dan^r,"  an- 
»wvr»d  the  girl ;  "  ajid  wimt  »liall  1  carry  with  me 
to  provoke  iiluiidet?" 

"  Even  jour  clothes,  were  they  aught  but  rag»/' 
an»w«rud  Duraad ;  "  even  tlie  hope  that  tliey  might 
find  some  stray  liards ;  and  eliould  you  nut  meet 
with  tlio  wrotvlicd  to  wliom  such  booty  would  he  life 
for  thu  day,  Uie  wantuii  insolent  soldiery,  or  Uie 
banded  brigands  who  call  tlwinstdvH  su,  might,  H 
for  their  mere  sport,  assail,  perhap»,  in  the  end, 
murder  you,  as  many  hare  bwn  slain,  by  torture, 
to  compel  a  ransom,  which  iioUiing  but  the  avarice 
of  tlieir  torturvrs  could  ewr  &uppu«c  llioy  hud  the 
moans  of  pnying." 

*'  But  it  must  be  ventured,"  replied  Jeannetl* 
firmly ;  "  and  am  I  not  promised  that  I  sliall  arrive 
in  safety  ?" 

"  By  the  aid  or  mMuisof  Robert  do  Baudricotift, 
is  it  not?"  uski\l  Jcannettt*  Laxiirt. 

"  It  i«  so,"  said  Jvaiitiett«.>,  aitd  muied  for  some 
Lime;  "  but  why  do  Uio  V'oic«s  still  speak  to  me? 
why  do  they  repvat  ttut  the  Duuplun  niu«t  be  suc- 
coured, and  Euuouured  by  me,  before  tlie  Mid-L«nt  ? 
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And,  look  you,  every  day  have  tlw  tidings  oome 
whicb  shew  Uiat  it  is  true.  Do  not  men  >ay  that  the 
Dau]>hin's  towns  yield  duily  to  tlio  English,  or  are 
t&k«n  at  tile  nword'*  |)uiut,  io  that  tJie  inhabitants 
ire  butcltered,  and  tii«ir  dwellings  Grcd  without 
mercy  and  without  exception  ?  By  the  Alid-Lent ! 
It  is  not  for  me  to  tell,  but  I  have  striven  to  learn 
from  such  as  could  instruct  me,  and  they  «iy,  tliat 
if  Salisbury  continue  a«  he  hais  begun,  by  that 
season  of  Mid-lxint  tlie  Dauphin  ithall  scarcely  have 
B  town  in  wliich  to  mu^t^r  an  army,  or  a  viUnge 
firom  whicb  he  could  draw  soldiers.  Even  bare 
th«y  ilmw  nearer  and  nearer  to  us,  so  that  if  we 
arc  to  die  true  Kuhject«,  rather  than  live  false 
traitors,  wliat  nuitt^-rs  it  a  few  month:>  MK>ner  or 
Iat4»?  or,  indeed,  who  would  not  wish  to  be  tlie  first, 
to  be  spared  tiie  ioghl  uf  that  wliich  is  to  come  ?  I* 
will  go  forth  alone,  and  at  once  while  there  is  lime." 

"  Not  alone,  Jeannette,"  said  I  firmly;  "  my  life 
is  devoted  as  your's,  and  to  the  cause  you 
espouse :  liear  me  to  tlie  end !  I  have  shown  you 
that  I  can  brave  falsgue ;  I  know  your  courage ;  but 
wlmtdangeryou  will  front  I  will  not  fall  back  from ; 
two  may  be  safe  wliere  tlie  odds  would  be  hc^lets 
■gainst  aac  ;  or,  tf  I  may  say  it,  otw  life,  «taked 
almort  agoinflt  any  odds,  may  give  the  otlier  a 
chance  of  rescue  or  escape." 

"  It  caDDot  be,"  said  Jeomiette;  "  I  believe  t 
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know  you  would  do  all  you  speak  of,  and  mora,  if 
it  wore  poseibl*  ;  but  say  that  we  arrive  safely  at  the 
Duupbiu's  couftftho  young  girl  and  the  youth  who 
liw  declared  himself  at  one  time  her  lover — ^you  sm 
I  do  not  heed  to  speak  of  it— travelling  with  him 
alone :  h  it  thu«  tliat  1  must  be  spokrrn  of— for  eurcly 
toi^es  are  M  busy  in  courts  as  in  villages — when  I 
bear  a  sacred  mission  toasovereign  for  the  deliver- 
ance of  his  people?"     . 

"  But,  by  mine  honour — —  I" 

"  It  U  thu  nainc,"  she  interrupted  nie.  '*  1 
would  trust  you  finnkly,  but  who  would  gniu  great 
ends  must  think  well  of  the  means ;  an<l  for  ttiat  1 
am  to  do,  there  were  less  peril  in  many  an 
encounter  on  tlie  way  than  in  one  idle  speech 
against  me,  whra  1  must  offer  all  my  action*,  and, 
if  pOMible,  all  inj  tlwught«,  clearly  before  tliem,  so 
that  thty  iliall  read  my  truth  in  what  I  am,  inno- 
oent  and  UameUnw,  as  far  u*  I  know  how  to  bo  so," 

"  You  think  rightly  ;  yet  aurely  you  sliould  not 
go  fortli  alotw,"  Eaid  Jeaimetto  Laxart ;  "  Heaven 
knows  wliat  is  to  Imppeu  to  us  all ;  and,  ignorant 
OS  I  am,  1  would  mtber  put  my  trust  in  thoso  who 
tiAVC  spokci)  with  you,  Jeannctte,  Uiun  in  the  few 
towns  that  are  between  ua  and  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy's pillagers.  What  may  come  who  can  tell, 
since  the  wisest  sometimes  fall  into  a  snare,  even  out 
of  their  own  caution  ?  SouMtimes  it  is  but  to  ven- 
ture much,  ay,  even  all,  to  save  uU." 
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SbeloiMd  the  child  which  lay  upon  her  boaoni, 

roee,  and  went  over  to  Jeannette.  She  continiwd 
luw  and  tremulously  to  speak,  and  kvpt  tier  face 
from  thv  light .  '* '  He  wlio  will  mw  hiit  life  shall 
luM!  it,'  nid  th<!  Cur^  the  uther  day,  and  it  made 
me  Uiink  to  Ituar  tiim ;  so  iuffer  Jacqui-a  Alaiit  U> 
go  willi  J^>u,  and,  tliat  there  come  uo  scandal,  take 
DiubikI  also,  wlH»e  heart  I  know  would  not  hv  at 
petkce  away  from  you ;  not  but  that  be  lurra  his 
wife  and  child  as  a  man  should  ;  but  tliat  ho  thinks, 
as  I  do,  tlint  your's  tB  liiglKT  business  tiian  our's ; 
tad  that,  after  all,  no  ill  :^iall  vimxs  to  tlioae  who 
pmper  it,  (r«  forth  tin;  Uinv  bravely^—"  She  was 
obliged  to  pause  and  wipe  away  her  tears  ;  **  and 
you  shall  all — ay,  all  come  bac-k  to  us  here,  and 
sitmr  us  what  you  have  done,  and  we  shall  bu  prowl 
of  you  —  and  oh !  so  liapjiy  to  have  you  onc«; 
again !"  and  witli  tliis  sho  lull  upon  Jflaunette'a 
neck,  yet  holding  lost  by  \u!j  huNband's  hand. 

The  sacrifice  was  oppowd,  but  for  once  even 
Jetuuiette  spoke  to  lier  fricttda  in  vain. 

'*  Will  you,  wlio  know  tliat  is  your  duty  to  do 
lliia,"  urge<]  I^xart's  wife,  "  refuse  the  best  means 
you  raay  have,  and  sliall  we  who  believe  you,  be- 
lieve, as  you  do,  that  you  aiu  ohoyiitg  Heaven  itself, 
grudge  all  ir^ecan  do  to  help  you?  If  you  hopeibr 
a  nw&rd,  p«rliap«  wo  do  alio ;  and  tliough  w«  am 
not  so  good  a*  you,  dear  Jeannelte,  we  may  try  to 
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tmtt  in  wliat  j'ou  have  yourself  taught  ub  to  con- 
fide in." 

Jimntiuttc  at  length  accepted  the  pToSvr ;  Uw  rt- 
sululion,  ODOV  taken,  was  nut  dtikycd  in  action. 
"  To-dny»  rather  Utiin  tu-ttiurrow,"  »hi>  tiad  «Uii  tu 
Novolompont.  Ttit>  next  morning  was  the  time  ap- 
|X)uttod  touii,givi[ig  aw  oiily  tinii;  to  return  to  )lax«y 
for  ft  few  lioura,  and  to  make  such  preparatious  as 
»lK>uld  bear  our  small  expenses  on  tlie  rood,  wlucb, 
limall  as  they  were,  it  must  fall  principally  to  my 
share  to  provide  for,  a  service  which  Jeannette  ac- 
cepted with  k'H  nilw:tunc«,  and  evea  slighter  tlianks 
tliati  any  olluir. 

I  did  not  care  to  witjiesa  the  partinj^  of  Laxart 
and  Ills  wile,or,  indeed,  Iter's  from  Joaiuiette.  ^Vitll 
tha  dawn,  we  were  on  the  road  to  V'aucouleurs,  for 
through  tliat  wo  mu>t  pass,  in  order  to  slrikit  into 
a  WWtem  roud,  I  kcvping  «onie  paces  ahvw),  till 
we  were  out  of  Pletit  Burcy,  and  fairly  entered  by 
ourselves  upon  our  attempt. 

One  part  of  uur  safety  was  in  the  avoidance  of 
all  rumour,  which  miglit  raise  foes  to  waylay  ua  | 
through  Vaut^ouleurG ,  therefore,  and  all  places  wheta 
we  were  known,  we  pushed  rapidly  and  wcretly, 
coasting  as  much  as  possible  round  any  much  in- 
liahited  streets  or  knots  of  liuuMs,  and  ^i«u  stxiking 
At  convenient  op[)ortunititf9  into  t)w  high  road,  lln; 
day  was  fiixt,  tlie  tpirit  of  advuuiuxo  in  a  cause  of 
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whioh  no  one  doubted  tlje  right,  or  the  import,  aui- 
niatiHi  null ;  wo  met  wiUi  no  intcmiption  un  our 
path }  and  a  hope,  such  as  it  would  bo  difficult  tu 
call  up  on  anjr  bawr  ocnuion,  crowned  tltc  auspieoa 
of  success. 

Jeannette  was  ndmlj  cheerful,  husbanding  ber 
strengUi  of  mind  fur  tlie  need,  jret  encouraging  in 
any  pause  of  doubt,  inquiring,  weighing  deli- 
berately, tlien  urging  forward  with  prompt  decisii^n, 
and  almost  unfailing  in  the  sagacity  of  ber  infer- 
enocB.  Ader  a  bait  uf  three  hours  in  tlie  beat  of 
noon,  for  we  hod  nlreaily  travur^tetl  many  leagued, 
we  again  set  forward  witli  the  determination  to 
preaa  onwards  in  the  night,  profiting  by  it«  dark- 
ness to  make  untnolested  way. 

WnrLvd,  indeed,  by  tlie  time  wlieu  by  tlie  titara 
WW  guauod  two  or  three  houraof  the  morning  must 
be  ipent,  we  were  glad  to  find  a  half  ruined  liowl, 
aodcoiuoled  ourselves  fortfav  desolation  that  r«igned 
around  it,  that  it  hod  now  nothing  to  attract  the 
Mipidily  or  cmn  tlie  notice  of  marauders.  With 
brmucbes  from  a  oeiglibouring  wood,  which  for 
•eme  time  we  had  skirted,  keeping  our  path  by 
tueb  Lights  aa  Heaven  lent  us  to  <ltrcct  it,  we  made 
dry  couches  on  iIm  crumbling  floor,  and,  having 
agreed  that  our  ittay  tJiould  be  for  vome  huurd,  took 
noeasuro*  to  watch  iu  turns. 

It  would  be  necoisary  the  next  day  to  penetrate 
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the  wood,  and  in  it  w«  should  be  well  shielded,  not 
only  trom  obserraiKMi,  but  from  tb*  noonday  heal 
of  the  SDD,  yet  obk,  by  tho  direction  of  its  light,  to 
••Mrtain  Utai  of  Mir  own  path.  Jeeanetta,  in  all 
things  diroeting,  aiMJ  in  uU  provit^  her  fitaesa  to 
cooimand  by  hpr  example,  iwtslL-d  on  keeping  the 
finrt  watch,  an  well  as  ithe  might  guess,  ol'  two 
boim ;  Durand's  was  then  to  last  till  sumise,  and 
mine  was  to  compute  two  Iwun  from  that  time, 
tira  Wf  resumed  our  travel. 

\juwt  us  I  »till  wus,  it  wax  nut  for  many  minutes 
after  1  had  tilretclied  myself  upon  my  rude  bed, 
that  I  could  keitp  my  eyes  fixed  even  oo  the  figure 
of  JeaonetlJ!.  which,  half  reclining,  was  still  so 
placed,  that  !<lie  could  easily  pon-cive  all  ajtproach ; 
lier  back  leaning  against  tJie  wall,  so  Uiat  she 
frcmted  tlie  diiaiii(lati.*d  ^d«  uf  tlto  hut,  wliilv  a 
»mid)  window  by  her  aide  permitted  Iter  from  time 
to  time  to  observe  the  other  side,  or  listen  to 
xninds  wliicli  might  come  from  it  I  fell  into  a 
ibwp  aloep,  after,  perltaps,  tho  most  delightful, 
thmigh  DIM  of  tl»^  most  unluuiu),  days  I  bud  ever 

Had  I  been  less  wearied,  my  rest  could  not  have 
been  droamless,  for  nothing  but  the  bodily  fatigue 
I  hod  endured  could  luive  subduud  the  a«;tiv«  pur- 
pon*  of  my  brain,  or  the  vision*  of  future  joy 
which  it  would  conjure  up.     1»  tli«  belief  that  our 
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foespst  enterprise  might  be  accomptiahed,  it  wai< 
^jwturai  that  I  should  expect  some  advantage  to  tny 
don  from  having  ^liarvcl  it;  wra  «iioul<l  it  fail 
laUy,  bopeleMly,  Jcwtnetto  might  then  turn  to 
humbler  and  vwei^tcr  tasks  for  consolation.  All 
that  love  could  excite  of  heroisni  was  in  my  h«art ; 
i  was  prepared  to  bear  all,  to  contend  with  all,  for 
her  Bake,  and  that  of  her  chosen  or  commanded 
ffiaty ;  but  lier  trust,  as  min«,  vms  that  her  mission 

be  perfected,  and  then .     Strange  that 

hope  was  destined  to  destroy  itself — yet  mer- 
cifiil,  EJnce  bow  must  it  elm  hare  boen  destroyed  t 

AfWr  sunrue  I>ufTuid  (joxart  awakened  me ;  I 
took  my  pu«t  with  alacrity,  giving  him  up  my 
couch :  Jciu)n«tt«  was  already  stretf  hod  on  tlic  one 
«bieh  he  liad  first  slept.  Again  Hw  glorious 
mildness  of  a  beautiful  autumn  morning  appeared 
to  lavour  and  to  hearten  us.  I  walked  cautiously 
round  the  building,  looked,  listened,  and  perceiving 
neitlier  si<;ht  nor  sound  that  even  told  of  life,  for 
on  one  si<U:  mj  viow  wa«  bounded  by  the  wood,  and 
I  'OB  tht  otheft  extended  over  a  large  expanse  of 
gently  swelltitg  land,  once  fair  with  cultivation,  but 
now  without  eitlier  food  or  dwelling  for  man,  1  re* 
turned  and  cast  a  glance,  a  tremulous  one,  on  the 
sleepers  Iwncoth  tlic  half  broken  roof  of  the  cottogv. 
How  Ixiuutiful,  how  tranquil,  did  she  a[>X'ear  in 
I  sleep !      Smiles,  t^uch  as  she  now  seldom  wore 
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the  wood,  and  in  it  wr  should  bo  well  ohielded,  not 
only  from  obsemili^iii,  but  J'rom  tlte  nooaday  heat 
of  the  sun,  yet  able,  by  tlui  direction  of  it«  light,  to 
ascertain  that  of  our  own  path.  Jeann?tto,  in  lill 
things  directing,  and  in  al)  proving  her  filnen  tu 
command  by  her  example,  ineisted  on  koirpinfj  thi> 
first  watch,  as  wt-ll  as  she  might  gu«s>>,  of  two 
tiuurt ;  OumiKl's  was  Uu,-n  to  lust  till  sunn«e,  and 
mine  was  to  o<)tn|mt«t  two  lunin  froin  Lltat  time, 
«re  we  resumed  our  travel. 

Lover  as  1  still  waA,  it  was  not  for  many  minute* 
tft«r  I  had  itretcJied  myself  upon  my  nidfl  bod, 
ttiat  I  oould  keep  my  eyos  fixud  wen  on  the  figure 
of  JcaaneCtc,  whidt,  lialf  rvcliniiig,  was  atiU  bo 
placed,  that  slie  couhl  ea&ity  perceive  all  approach  ; 
lier  beck  leaning  against  tJte  wall,  so  that  abe 
frnnttHl  tin-  ditapiilated  side  of  Hw  hut,  while  a 
small  window  by  her  side  permitU'd  Iwr  from  timo 
to  time  to  observe  th«  other  side,  or  tict«n  to 
sounds  which  might  come  from  it.  I  fell  into  a 
deep  sleep,  aAtr,  pitrltaps,  the  most  delightful, 
tJiou^  one  of  the  most  arduous,  days  1  had  ever 
flpBOt. 

Had  I  been  len  mrariod,  my  ml  could  not  liaw 
been  dreamless,  for  nottdug  but  ttie  bodily  laliguu 
I  had  endured  could  have  subdued  tlie  active  pur> 
poses  of  my  braio,  or  the  viaious  c^  future  joy 
which  it  would  conjure  up.     In  Uie  belief  that  our 
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peesent  enterprise  might  be  accoropliahed,  it  wait 

Laatonl  that  I  should  expect  eomc  advantage  to  my 

kiwsnoi]  ftxjm  Iiaving  shaJrod  it;  trvca  s))ould  it  fail 

aignalljr,  liopcletfij,  J«umett«  might  tlwii  tiirn  to 

humbler  and  gm«eter  latilts  for  consolation.      All 

that  love  could  excite  of  Iieroism  was  in  m^  heart ; 

I  was  prepared  to  bear  all,  to  contend  with  all,  for 

sake,  and  that  of  her  chosen  or  ctHnmanded 

l,duty ;  but  ber  trust,  as  mine,  was  that  her  mission 

should  be  perfected,  and  then .    Strange  that 

this  hope  unw  destjoed  to  destroy  itcelf— yet  mer- 
ciiul,  since  how  must  it  cl«r  have  been  destroyed  I 
AApt  f^inrise  Dunind  Liixurt  awakened  me ;  1 
'  took  my  post  with  alacrity,  giving  him  up  my 
eooob :  Jeam)ett4>  wa»  air«ady  strctdwd  on  the  uni- 
on which  Ite  had  first  slept.  Again  the  glorious 
mildness  of  a  beautiful  autumn  morning  appeared 
to  favour  and  to  hearten  us.  I  walked  cautiously 
round  the  building,  looked,  listviivd,  and  perceiving 
neitiier  sight  nor  sound  that  ijwii  told  of  life,  for 
oD  OOB  aide  my  view  was  bounded  by  the  wood,  and 
DB  tbe  otiter,  extended  over  a  tai^  expanse  of 
[gently  swelling  land,  once  fair  with  cultivation,  but 
now  without  either  food  or  dwelling  for  man,  1  re- 
turned and  cast  a  glanc«,  a  tremulous  one,  on  the 
keepers  beneath  the  half  broki-n  roof  of  the  cottage. 
Mow  beautiful,  tiow  tranquil,  did  sht!  appear  in 
that  sleep  I      Smiles,  such  a*  sh«  now  seldom  wore 
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the  wood,  and  iii  it  we  should  be  well  shielded,  not 
only  from  obserratiou,  but  from  the  noonday  tiwt 
of  the  sun,  yet  nblp,  by  tho  din^ctum  of  iu  Li^tit,  to 
ascertatu  that  of  our  owd  path.  JctmacMAi,  iii  all 
thiti^  directing,  and  in  all  proving  her  fitana  to 
commiiRd  by  Iter  vxainpk,  iuditAd  on  kM-ping  the 
fint  watcli,  as  wi>ll  as  she  might  gue*t,  of  two 
liours;  UurandSwaa  then  to  last  till  sunrise,  and 
mine  was  to  compute  two  Iiours  from  that  time, 
ere  we  resumed  our  travel. 

Lover  us  I  rtill  was,  it  was  not  for  many  minute* 
aAer  I  had  atrutched  myself  uikw  my  rude  bed, 
Uiat  I  could  knep  my  vyi^  fixed  eve»  on  tlie  figure 
of  Jeimnette,  which,  half  roclioiug,  was  still  so 
placed,  that  she  could  eaaly  perceive  all  approach ; 
her  bock  kaning  against  Uie  wall^  to  that  she 
fronted  the  dila]>i<luted  «ido  of  the  but,  wbik  a 
umall  window  by  her  ddv  permitted  her  from  ^e 
to  time  to  observe  tlw  otJter  side,  or  litteu  to 
sounds  which  might  con»e  from  it  1  iuU  intoa 
deep  sl«^  afUT,  perhaps,  the  moat  delightful, 
thotigh  one  of  tlie  most  arduous,  days  I  tiad  ever 
spent. 

Had  I  been  Ims  wrari>ed,  my  rest  coulil  not  have 
been  drvomlvsa,  for  nothing  hut  the  bo<lily  (atigue 
I  hud  endtired  could  Itave  su1>due<l  lli«  active  pur- 
poses of  my  brain,  or  the  visions  of  future  joy 
which  it  would  conjure  up.     In  tlie  belief  that  our 
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present  entrrpriw  might  be  ftccompluhM,  it  wa« 
Mtural  that  I  altould  expect  some  ftdvsntsge  to  my 
pasaint  from  having  shared  it;  even  sliould  it  iail 
tigiudly,  bopeleSBl7,  JtMoneUu  might  then  turn  to 
faumUer  and  swcctor  task*  Km-  txKisolation.  All 
lint  lore  could  excite  of  Itcroura  wa«  in  my  hmrt ; 
I  wa«  prepared  to  bear  all,  to  contend  with  all,  for 
her  aak«,  and  that  of  her  chosen  or  commanded 
du^ ;  but  her  trust,  as  mine,  vas  that  her  mission 
Ebould  be  perfected,  and  then  Strange  that 

this  hope  was  deetined  to  deetjay  itself— yet  mer- 
ciful, since  bow  mtist  it  else  have  been  deetroj-ed  ! 

After  sunrise  Durand  Laxart  awakened  me ;  I 
took  my  po«t  with  alacrity,  giving  him  up  my 
couch :  Jt^annetlv  «&Jt  nlroady  stretched  on  the  onv 
on  which  tte  had  firttt  »lept.  Again  Uu!  glorious 
mildness  of  a  beautiful  autumn  momiug  appeared 
to  favour  and  to  hearten  us.  1  walked  cautiously 
rotmd  the  building,  looked,  listened,  and  perowving 
neither  sight  aw  sound  timt  t-vuti  tulil  "f  lifr,  for 
on  ona  side  my  view  was  boumltnl  by  the  wood,  and 
on  th«  oth«r,  extended  over  a  large  exjnnse  of 
gently  swelling  land,  once  fair  with  cultivation,  but 
now  without  either  food  or  dwelling  for  roan,  I  re- 
turned  and  cast  a  glance,  a  tremulous  one,  on  the 
sleepers  beneath  the  half  broken  roof  of  tlie  cuttnge. 

How  beautiful,  how  tranquil,  did  sIk;  appear  in 
thfit  sleep :      Smile*,  such  as  she  now  seldom  wore 
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tbe  wood,  and  in  it  we  ^lould  be  w«ll  shielded,  not 
only  £raiii  obeervation,  but  from  tbe  noonday  bMt 
of  tbe  eutt,  yet  abk-,  by  tho  dJractioD  of  iU  ligiil,  t« 
(uccrtain  tiiul  of  our  own  path.  JunnnetlM,  iu  all 
things  directing,  and  iu  all  provii^  her  fitnen  to 
coounand  by  her  example,  insisted  on  keepinf^  tltt> 
first  watch,  ati  well  as  s)ie  niig^ht  gueas,  of  two 
hours ;  Uurand'a  was  then  to  last  till  sunrise,  and 
mine  was  to  compute  two  hours  from  that  time, 
ere  we  resumed  our  travel. 

Lgvcr  as  1  still  was,  it  was  nut  for  many  minutM 
after  1  Ited  itrvbched  niyiwlf  upon  my  rude  bed, 
tliat  I  could  keep  my  eyes  fix«d  even  oa  Uie  figure 
of  Jeannette,  which,  half  rcchniug,  was  still  so 
placed*  tltat  she  could  easily  perceive  all  approach ; 
her  back  leaning  against  the  well,  so  that  die 
fronted  tlin;  dilapidated  Hide  of  the  hut,  while  a 
amall  window  by  hn  side  permitted  her  from  time 
to  time  to  observe  die  other  tide,  or  listen  to 
sounds  whicli  might  come  from  tt.  1  ftdl  into  a 
deep  sleep,  aiivt,  perhaps,  the  Dtost  delightful, 
though  one  of  the  most  arduous,  days  I  had  ever 
spent. 

Had  I  been  lec»  wearied,  my  rest  could  not  liare 
been  dreamlen,  for  notiujig  but  the  hodily  fatigue 
I  lad  cttdured  could  have  subdued  lite  active  pur* 
poM»  of  my  brain,  or  tbe  visions  of  future  joy 
which  it  would  conjure  up.     In  Uk  belief  that  our 
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enterpriae  might  be  accompUdtod,  it  was 
DKtiiral  that  1  should  expect  some  advantage  to  my 
{Msaioo  from  having  shared  it;  even  sitould  it  fail 
dgnally,  hopclewlj,  Jcatinettv  might  then  turn  to 
humbler  and  swin^tor  tanks  for  coniolation.  All 
that  love  could  vxcite  of  hRroum  was  in  mjr  heart ; 
I  was  pr^jHired  to  bear  all,  b>  contend  witli  all,  for 
her  sake,  and  that  of  ber  cboaen  or  comnuinded 
dtrly  {  but  Iwr  trust,  a§  miiie,  wa.4  that  lier  tniniun 

should  be  perfected,  and  then .     Stmnge  tluit 

this  hope  was  fleetined  to  deetroj  iteelf — jet  mer- 
cifiil,  since  bow  roost  it  else  have  been  deatroTod  < 

AA«r  nmrise  Durand  Laxart  awakened  me ;  I 
took  my  poet  with  alacrity,  giving  him  up  my 
couch :  Jeanncttc  was  already  stivtcbed  on  tlie  one 
on  wbich  he  Imd  fir^t  slept.  Again  the  glorious 
mildness  of  a  beautiful  autumn  morniitg  appeared 
to  favour  and  to  hesr1«n  us.  1  walked  cautiously 
rotuid  the  building,  looked,  listened,  and  perceiving 
neither  eight  nor  sound  that  oven  tokl  of  life,  for 
on  one  side  my  view  was  bouniled  by  the  wood,  and 
on  the  other,  extended  over  a  large  expanse  of 
gently  swelling  land,  onoe  fair  with  cultivation,  but 
now  without  either  food  or  dw«llii^  for  man,  1  re- 
turned and  cost  a  glance,  a  tremulous  one,  on  the 
sleepers  beneath  the  half  broken  roof  of  the  cottage. 
How  beautiful,  liow  tranquil,  did  six  appear  in 
at  sliwp !      Smiles,  such  us  she  now  seldom  wore 
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the  wood,  and  in  it  vk  sliould  be  woU  ahicldod,  oat 
only  li-om  obscn-ftUon,  but  froin  Uie  noonday  heal 
of  tJus  Kitij,  yet  abie,  by  the  direcljaa  of  its  light,  to 
•aoeflatii  tliat  of  our  ova  path.  Jeonnette,  in  all 
thing*  directing,  aiid  in  all  proving  her  fitness  to 
eommand  by  her  example,  insisted  on  keeping  thn 
first  watch,  ss  >rell  as  she  might  guese,  of  two 
hours }  J>UTand'B  was  then  to  last  till  tiunfi»c,  and 
mine  was  to  compute  two  hours  from  Uiat  ttOMi 
•re  wc  resuiiwd  our  travel.  ^ 

Lover  as  1  still  was,  it  was  not  for  many  tninut«s 
after  I  had  stretched  myself  upon  my  rud«  bed, 
that  I  could  keep  my  eyes  fixed  even  on  tltu  figur« 
of  Jeannctte,  wliicb,  half  reclining,  wa»  still  so 
placed,  tluit  she  couhl  easily  perceive  all  approach ; 
her  back  leaning  agaJntt  Uie  wall,  so  tliat  she 
fronted  tiie  dilaiHdated  aide  of  the  hut,  wliUe  a 
small  window  by  her  side  permitted  her  from  time 
to  time  to  observe  the  other  side,  or  listen  to 
sounds  which  might  come  from  it.  1  fell  into  a 
deep  sleep,  after,  perluips,  the  moat  debgbtful, 
tliDugh  one  of  the  most  arduous,  days  I  hod  over 
iptnl. 

Had  I  been  less  wearied,  ray  rest  could  not  have 
been  dreamless,  for  nothing  but  tlie  bodily  fuligue 
I  had  endured  cwild  have  subdued  the  active  pur- 
poses of  my  brain,  or  tlio  visions  of  future  joy 
wbiuh  it  would  conjure  up,     iu  the  belief  Unit  our 
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pactcnt  entcrpnse  might  be  accomplishefl,  it  waa 
natunl  Unit  1  should  expect  come  advantage  to  tny 
pafisioQ  from  having  shared  it;  «tcd  diouM  it  fail 
signally,  hopelessly,  Jeannett«  might  tlH!n  turn  to 
humbler  aad  sweeter  tasks  for  consolation.  All , 
tJmt  lore  could  excite  of  heroism  vras  in  mj  heart ; 
1  wa«  preparad  to  bear  all,  to  coDt«od  with  all,  for 
hur  take,  and  that  of  her  chosen  or  cominanded 
ilu^ ;  but  Iwr  trait,  as  minp,  tva«  that  her  miatdoo 

ahould  b«  perfected,  and  tlmn .     Stmng«  thsti 

this  bope  was  destined  to  <lft«troy  itself— yet  mer- 
ciful, smce  bow  must  it  else  have  bo«u  dortroyud  ! 

AAer  sunrise  l>uTand  Laxart  awakviuid  me ;  I 
took  tny  poet  with  alacrity,  giving  him  up  my 
couch :  Jcannette  was  already  stretched  on  the  one 
on  which  lie  had  first  slept.  Again  tlie  glorious 
mildness  of  a  beautiful  autumn  morning  appeared 
to  favour  and  to  baartau  us.  I  walk«d  cautiously 
rmuid  tlie  building,  loolied,  listened,  and  perceiving 
ncit)i«r  night  nor  sound  tJiat  ei-en  told  of  lift,  fijTj 
on  one  ude  my  view  was  boimded  by  the  wood,  and 
on  the  other,  extandod  o'er  a  large  expanse  of 
gently  swelling  land,  ones  fair  with  cultivation,  but 
now  without  either  food  or  dwelling  for  man,  I  re- 
turned and  cast  a  glance,  a  tremulous  one,  on  the 
sleepers  beneath  the  half  broken  roof  of  the  cottage. 

How  beautiful,  how  tranquil,  did  she  appear  in 
that  tlepp  *     Smiles,  such  as  she  now  seldom  wore 
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hj  d«y,  j^dycd  brightly  over  her  countenance,  re- 
minded me  of  the  limes  when  tliere  appeared  no 
preauinptbn  in  mj-  wishei,  told  me  that  yet,  in  her 
sou],  thcra  was  room  for  joy  and  peace,  perhaps,  in 
time,  even  for  lov«.  Perhaps,  in  that  <lruiun,  kIii- 
was  a  child  again  at  IXuummy.  I  gaz«d  till  the 
thought  intoxicaUid  mm,  a  pure,  deep,  luisejfislt 
thought  of  \ov«,  titat  now,  an  old  man,  I  would  not 
wish  to  have  been  otlit^rwise  than  as  it  was.  Gently, 
sileutly,  I  stote  nearer  to  lier  aide  to  watch,  to  read 
tlw  Htory  of  her  unwonted  liappineis ;  I  kaelt  by 
her,  and  tluinkud  H(iav«n  for  tlie  sweet  rsKpite  of 
tleep  Utftt  gav-v  her  utrengUi  oiid  clteerfulness,  per- 
haps, for  her  waking  task ;  for  never  did  iiature's 
pronBioa  seem  to  mo  so  merciful.  And  then,  for> 
getful  of  my  watch,  I  permitted  myself  a  long  fond 
reverie,  blie^ful  perhaps  as  her  own  dreams. 

Suddenly,  a  footstep  near  us  startled  me  t  I  eu- 
deavuured  to  rise  sofUy,  yet  in  my  hasto  touched 
one  of  the  hraochee  on  which  Jeannctte  lay.  She 
spisng  at  an  instant  from  tlui  ground,  ere  1  myself, 
coofused  as  if  detected,  hod  fully  ri««n,  and  by  this 
time  u  ttmnger  stood  at  tJie  br<(dten  front  wall  of 
the  cottaf^.  Beaides  tliat  he  was  alone,  there  wu 
notliing  from  him  to  apprehend ;  he  appoftrKi 
•carvK)  at  finding  any  one  amid  tlie  ruins,  and 
ntHKiod  to  be  reassured  to  make  him  stay  uear 
tlwm. 
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JeaniMtie  bode  him  fmr  nothing  i  then  gave  one 
sad  ratber  than  repruachful  took  towards  ni«,  and 
eate  herself  nlently  by  Hm  ndn  of  ]>urantl  Laxart. 
The  person  whom  we  tiad  seen  now  timidljr 
ontercd,  and  we  gave  him  some  breed  from  our 

Wlillttt«. 

He  wua  a  poor  c<mnti')-man,  driven  by  the  Bur- 
guudian  force*  from  his  own  village,  wtimnitetl  in 
Itii  flight  from  all  his  friends,  and  who  had  wan- 
dered many  days  and  many  leagues,  subsisting 
ooly  on  euch  casual  charity  as  that  we  now  ten- 
dered him.  Hv  asKurvd  us  tliat  wo  were  likely  to 
find  few  in  a  day's  march,  ami  those  unfortunate 
and  defenceless  as  himself,  but  that  al^rwards  we 
should  approach  the  line  of  contending  bands,  not 
the  matD  luTccs— tliose  wc  knew  were  in  the  Or- 
leannoitt,  and  tliat  we  mu»l  [jenetrate  well  to  tlie 
Houth  of  them — but  audi  as  rariied  on  tlie  preda* 
tory  warfare  which  had  rvodercd  that  plain  a  de- 
sert. 

This  was  drawn  from  him  by  my  questions,  for 
Jeannette  sat  idlently  beside  her  sleeping  uncle, 
and.  as  the  man  fintitlivd  Iii«  mcol,  the  bade  him 
tuk»  Uw!  (tlace  she  had  occupied ;  he  obeyed  her, 
iumI  aoon  fell  fust  asleep.  As  I  perceived  she  would 
not  repuw  agab,  i  began  in  low  whit^icn  to  talk 
Willi  Iter  on  tlie  plans  of  tlie  day,  but  slie  interrupted 
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"Jacques  Alain,  our  p&th  of  to-<laf  luUBf 
to  retrace  the  one  we  came  yesterday.  My  uatli; 
mutt  have  some  rest,  and  tiicn  vre  will  do  what  we 
can  to  return." 

I  know  full  Well  tier  rca»on,  and  began  to  excuae 
myself.  1  liad  l)0[>od,  I  lold  hvr,  Uiat  ^he  should 
never  even  guees  tny  thougbte. 

*'  Is  it  not  enough  tliat  you  still  entertaiu  them  t" 
she  replied.  '*  I  do  not  blatne  yau,  though  it  much 
grioTes  me,  grieves  me  for  your  own  sake,  as  well 
as  that  I  cannot  trust  you  in  this  entorprim.  How  j 
could  I,  now  awuru  of  thi-m,  proceed  with  tlic  i:iin- 
dour  of  soul  which  i»  demanded  gf  me?  How 
could  tlie  remotest  clrance  of  nucli  a  love  at  your'n, 
becoming  known  to  others,  befit  tlie  only  honest 
security  in  which  we  ought  to  travel  ?  It  has,  in- 
deed—I  do  not  reproach  you— but  it  has  alrcnwly  put 
ue  in  what  might  huve  proved  a  real  periL  -  Had 
you  poor  outcast  boeo  the  foreruitner  of  an  arowd 
band,  he  would  luive  been  equally  unperceived. 
But  that  might  be  forgotten ;  I  would  believe  tliat 
you  would  never  eoogain  di«Drt  your  post  of  duty } . 
I  would  bcUeve  tliat  you  would,  aa  you  ure  boutui 
in  honour,  use  all  outwaixl  caution,  so  tlint  none 
might  se«  your  passion,  or  be  led  to  believe  that 
1  gave  you  u  token  of  returning  it.  Tliat  1  know 
it  now  u  enough :  there  mutt  be  o  phun  refusal  in 
what  1  do ;  ray  vwd  convcionce  must  be  clear  of  the 
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thought — that  I  .daroted  to  Hu«v«n,  tempt  others 
to  a  sin  in  oovutiug  m«  v>  devoted.     I  might  fail, 
I  might  be  slain ;  but,  fail  or  di«,  it  must  be  wor- 
tliily,  at  far  as  1  have  seiue  to  tt^ach  me,  innocentljr. 
It  t«lla  iii«,"  she  continued,  "  that  I  ought  to  !tav« 
trusted  to  my  Voices,  and  to  them  alone  ;  that  what 
is  to  be  done  muxt  be  doni)  tlirough  the  means  they 
vximmanded— tlirough  Robort  de  Baudrioourt  [  the 
Captain  of  the  Uau|>hiti  aloiie  sjiould  send  me  to 
liini.     I  have  followed  my  own  desires,  not  their 
injunctions;  and  this,"  said  she  mildly,  ''uenough 
,  to  say  to  llunind  Uaxnrt,   he  rimll  not  know  the 
oa  that  led  me  to  tliese  thoughts ;  even  that  1 
will  consider,  as  1  know  it  to  be,  blameless  in  you, 
^  but  which  it  would  be  sin  in  mu  to  palter  with." 
I  oould  deny  no  morts  1  did  not  strive  to  pal- 
!  i  in  titc  *ame  low  wliisper  1  rcpliod  to  Iter : 
r**  Jeannette,  I  would  Iwve  Sfrvi>d  >'ou  without  suf- 
jibring  any  hope  that  might  offend  you  to  pa»s  the 
)  Hcrecy  uf  my  own  Llioughts ;  yuu  know  all,  1  will 
not  deny  or  excuse  tliat  which  is  my  glory.     VeB, 
J«anDeU«,  1  lutd  at  fir&t  evca  deceived  myself,  for 
1  W1U  twt  cap^le  of  a  wilful  falsehood  lo  you. 
Now  that  I  know  it  t  avow  it — I  lore  you,  I  shall 
love  you  lo  Uie  end  of  my  life.   It  may  bo  fit  that 
you  ithould  banish  me  from  y«>ur  presence ;  1  will 
not  offend  you  even  by  my  sight ;  but  my  life  sliall 
be  to  pray  fur  you ;  if  I  may,  to  serve  you,  unre- 
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wanied,  unthaoked,  unseen.  If  you  are  throogb 
life  (Wvotcd  tu  Heoven  alone,  so  am  I  coatcat  lo  bi- 
devoted  to  you,  and  tu  wait  for  Om  day  Uial  di«< 
closes  all  fw  Uie  acknowledgment  of  my  efforts.  H 
It  is,  indeed,  a  grief  Ukat  my  weakness  has  stayed 
your  labour  now."  b 

"  Do  not  grivve  for  tliut,"  said  JcannvUc,  and  fl 
her  voice  trumblod  ;  »1h!  pauwd  till  it  became  firm. 
"  It  recalln  me— does  it  not?— to  the  line  of  duty 
marked  for  me  by  tbe  wisdom  which  it  were  mod-  ^ 
neas  in  me  to  attempt  to  correct ;  I  will  accept  U  ^ 
as  a  conreL'tioo ;  and  for  you,  Jacques  Alain,  be 
content  to  take  all  1  can  givc«— pity,  esteem,  re- 
spect" 

For  some  time  she  still  watclied  by  Loxart,  and 
1  remained  near  tlie  door  of  the  cottage,  trying  to 
occupy  myself  witti  my  neglected  office,  but,  in> 
deed,  executing  it  as  badly  as  before.  However, 
Durand'e  rest  and  Jeannettv's  thoughts  were  not 
again  broken  in  upon  till  the  sun  was  high  in  tbe 
lieavctH,  and  ehv  deemed  tbe  liour  come  for  oar 
rising  and  dcpaiture.  Tlwn  slie  aroused  her  uncle, 
and  in  f«w  words  told  him  of  her  intention. 

He  wondered  fur  a  mom«iil,  but  it  was  easy  to 
see  that  bis  licart  was  with  his  wife  and  cliild  at 
home,  and  that  be  rejoiced  in  being  releaaed  from 
his  task,  altlumgh  he  had  «lKnm  a  full  alacrity  in 
pursuing  it.   For  me,  nutwitlistonding  all  tlic  vex- 
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ation  which  1  felt  for  having  interruptetl  Jean- 
iictte's  pliuM  iind  thwartol  my  own,  besiil^  lliut  I 
Mw  to  Iter  prasLiit  resolre  Uie  prutknuc  wliich 
alwayit  prnpurtioned  ttiv  mviuis  to  tlic  i^iJ,  aixl 
which  was  the  beat  vitidicatioa  of  th«  attempts  which 
luer  iospinttion  dictated,  1  found  some  consolation 
that  I  had  oacv  ttad  for  all  avowed  tny  unaltomble 
afioction ;  ttiat  Jeamiette,  though  fraukl;  aivd  up- 
porently  irroTocably  rofuiing  it,  bad  vxprvawd 
neither  nngcr  dot  penoniil  rcpiigDaiice,  was  fully 
aware  of  a  determination,  which  I  waa  ready  to 
fulfil  to  the  utmost,  of  liuking  my  fortunes  to  her 
owii,  whetlter  she  accepted  th«  aid  or  not ;  and  tlien 
it  came  tliut  1  ooulil  nut  quiti'  despair  uf  earthly 
content  —  who  does  till  yejirs  and  experiencr  sliew 
him  that  it  can  otily  be  built  on  a  trust  not  of 
earth  ?  —  I  tliouglil  still  that  her  misaiun  might 
be  happily  completed,  and  siie  released  from  its 
cDnditiuu.H  to  reward  him  who  should  best  serve  her 
in  its  fulfilment. 

Dorond  walked  on  gaily  ;  Jeannette  was  grave, 
but  took  good  means,  though  she  avoided  all  long 
and  oami!»t  ounvermtion  with  me,  to  let  me  see 
that  no  anger  rcraained  in  hor  boioni ;  indec-d,  the 
diflerenco  between  this  and  the  previous  confidence 
was  BUch  as  Uurand  could  not  mark  ;  and  that  she 
was  more  silent  and  downcast  he  attribiitud  to 
weariness,  add  to  the  du^ucliuii  of  spirit  nutund  to 
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an  unwttlcoaiw  clwuige  of  purpow.  ^^'h«n  we  rested 
on  our  route,  Jgannelte  utiU  ftppointed  me  my 
ntgttkr  sliare  of  U»c  watch,  and  I  ittrictly  executed 
thi!  trust  ronfidi^d  in  me,  suffering  no  renewal  of 
temptation  to  lead  me  from  it. 

Not  till  tlie  afternoon  of  tbe  eeoond  day  did  we 
arrive  at  Vaucoaleurs,  for  tbe  weather  becaroo 
stormy,  and  we  had  loat  some  of  tbt-  excil*-ment  of 
enterprise  wliich  bad  led  us  onwards.  In  N^uuwuleurs 
we  lialted  for  a  ahoit  time  at  the  home  of  Henri 
and  Catharine :  for,  in  returning  from  tliis  attempt, 
Jeannett«  had  no  thought  but  the  means  of  re- 
newing lier  efibrts  as  tbey  had  been  ordained  to 
her. 

Henri,  who  had  seen  tltut  Bnudrioourt  had 
Lti-hUkI  h«r  with  no  di6rvep<.-c1,  undertook  to  cay 
tVom  her  to  him,  on  his  ratuni  from  an  expedition, 
that  she  awaited  at  Petit  Bury  ttie  clior^e  which 
ftlie  still  exppcted'at  his  hands,  and  implored  him 
to  look  at  the  hourly  decreasing  chance  of  miving 
Ilia  nyal  master's  estate.  Catharine  undertook  tu 
give  her  news  of  the  return  of  Novelompont.  and 
luiving  thus  done  all  she  vould  coceeive  to  be  efiec- 
tuai  towards  o(>eyiiig  her  N'oicws  tu  the  letter,  she 
teemed  to  resign  tierself  to  the  course  of  events, 
which  slie  believed  Providence  would  din'ct,  sinre 
no  struggles  of  tier  own  coul<)  bring  on  tJic  time 
which  she  had  awaited  so  impatiently,    Slie  gvf 
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again  and  again  a  charga  to  her  former  hosts  of 
z^  on  behalf  of  her  meseageB,  which  they  honestly 
and  fervently  promised ;  and  then,  with  an  air  of 
satiB&ction,  returned  with  us  to  Petit  Burey,  and ' 
on  her  arrival  appeared,  in  a  few  minutes,  in  the 
poor  red  gown  she  had  formerly  worn. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Ai.TRoncH  no  bint  of  unkiDdness  gav<?  otlien 
caueo  to  peneivo  that  I  had  giv^n  o6pnc«  to  Jean* 
n«ttc,  it  wns  not  tlifltcult  for  lier  to  givf  tap  to 
uni]«ntanil  ttmt  Ihn  prioi'  of  so  tiparing  me  miMt 
be  on  my  i>art,  a  refraining  from  her  society,  un> 
hm  in  cases  wliorfl  I  miglit  fairly  be  considpred  tlie 
gu«et  or  companion  of  Durand  Laxart  rather  tlian 
hn  own.  I  tacitly  accepted  thff  ron<lition,  b<». 
cwning  only  more  and  more  the  intimate  friend  of 
her  uncle.  My  opportunities  of  observing  her 
conduct  were  therefore  limited  to  those  moments  of  ^ 
family  converse  which  we  yet  wnietimtis  enjoyed 
togetlier,  arKl  to  what  I  gleaned  from  her  unsut' 
peeling  relative*. 

'Iltp  remainder  of  tlie  autumn  seemed  to 
with  lolcruhk-  <umposure  on  her  part,    Slrasenned 
to  aim  principally  at  a  <iuiet  miactiMM*   in    her 
usual  duties,  in  preventing  the  wishes  of  her  rr 
latives,  and  the  distaff  seemed  never  from  lier  hontl*, 
unl«S8  site  were  engaged  in  more  active  work,  or 
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the  offices  of  devotifm,  in  wliicli  she  wm  strictly 
and  punctually  regular,  seizing  on  every  occasion 
t])Kt  offered  to  be  present  at  their  public  cele- 
bration, and  ollot^ng,  undn-  nviTy  cinumstance, 
iome  fined  hnurti  of  tJte  day  to  meditation,  con- 
fession, and  prayer,  in  tlio  church  at  Petit  Burey. 
Shu  seemed,  for  a  time,  to  have  exchanged  tlie 
activity  of  the  inspired  leader,  for  the  (laticnt, 
sober  vigilance  of  tlie  tontinel,  anxious  only  that 
no  alamt  should  surprise  her  on  lier  post. 

Yet  now  came  the  news  of  the  aege  and  danger  of 
Orleans,  of  the  burning  of  ttie  church  of  Clery,  of  the 
disasters  wliich  were  overwhelming  tlic  few  towns 
and  lands  faithful  to  King  Charles,' of  tlie  immi- 
nent danger  of  his  Ufit  great  stronghold,  on  the 
keeping  of  which  public  opinion,  the  great  up- 
bolder,  under  Providc^ice,  of  crowns,  and,  perhaps 
sot  unfrcquently,  it*  voice,  waited  to  give  tlic  sig- 
nal of  liope  or  utter  despair  to  Prance. 

1  have  seen  when  tlie  tears  liavc  startod  to  her 
eyes,  and  rolled  unchecked  down  her  chtHiks,  us  sba 
strove  by  some  strong  eSbrt  to  pruvent  news  of 
diwutcr  from  starUng  Iter  from  tlie  patience  she  liad 
prescribed  to  Itersdf,  as  her  beet  obedience  to  the 
duty  enjoined  her.  I  have  seen  lier  eyes  flash,  her 
cheek  grow  pale  and  red,  her  frame  tremble,  and 
lur hands  clutch  at  ioin«  implement  of  huBlwndry ; 
as  tlw  tales  of  cruelty,  on  the  one  iMind,  or  irroso- 
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lution,  on  tiie  other,  Btnng  Iter  foHx^iinnce  to  tlw 
quick.  Bot  the  winter  set  in  ;  imn  Ix-gnn  to  tiklk, 
for  nich  news  has  wings  of  fue,  of  Charlea's  mt«<n  - 
ban  to  abandon  th»  cont^et,  and  to  yield  )ii!i  foir 
realm  for  a  dislioiiourable  refu^  in  tlie  mountwo* 
of  Auvergne, 

CltrisUnas  had  passed ;  early  in  February  was 
thc!  L^Qt  to  commpnof  in  wbirh  tlut  iiticooiir,  hn 
succour,  must  nwh  the  Dauphin,  or  nil  bti"  life 
had  been  a  droam  of  tH«h'«>  lormrnt,  a  mockery  by 
entlironnt  ffpiriln,  of  an  humWo,  bnpleM  girl.  Her 
efforts  bcoame  vain  to  eonceal  hw  agtMiy  of  tmpa- 
tienop,  whi«h  she  could  only  chain  down  by  the  se- 
vmmt  and  most  ascetic  pipty.  Till  now  she  bad 
always  striren  to  bury  her  n.'vt'lntiyns  in  her  own 
brMiKt,  and  only  to  k^t  their  effMta  be  »een  hy 
otltors,  or  to  declare  them  in  such  terms  and  on 
such  s(4emn  occasions  as  might  seem  a  part  of  her 
ministry  ;  but  now  she  ik>  lonp>r  nfTi^^ted  a  vm!  of 
silence.  The  mission  wn*  avowwlly  tin*  >me  pur- 
pom  of  all  her  sottl.  8he  spoke  of  it,  of  the  con- 
stant tellings  of  her  Voices,  claimed  a  ^mpathy 
from  others,  which  at  one  time  slie  had  sou^t  only 
for  tlio  prescribed  needs  of  her  office,  and  put  on 
the  bearing  of  the  cltained  eagle  as  frankly  as  •!)• 
had  before  worn  the  liomoly  tenderness  of  the  dove. 

Before,  all  would  have  marked  and  loved  her 
tweet  iotelligenco,  lier  womanly  kindoete ;  now  the 
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«i)ri««t  iinotnervnnt  stnng«r  oould  not  foil  to  read 
the  lokvm  of  some  high  wnprise  in  the  very  gait 
witlt  which  «lifl  clutchpcl  Lhe  ground,  or  if  in  still- 
DM>>  in  the abctractiun,  nevi-r  lUllc^«,  in  wiiidi  she 
aeetoed  to  stmggli;  for  quo^tion  of  Ihingi  unnHMi. 
Yet,  as  if  the  body,  at  her  bidding,  could  some- 
times  be  made  indejiendent  of  the  aout,  rect- iving 
(-omniands  at  oiii-e,  and  then  doing  thtiin,  no 
household  task  was  neglected,  and  when  she  awake 
to  the  wondering  and  loving  beings  who  watched 
her,  how  kind,  how  tender,  how  coneid<-rate  ! 

It  was  upon  the  vory  eve  of  Lent,  1428,  bi^iii- 
ning  and  concludiog  the  y«ur  at  Euj>tcr,  according  to 
tlic  eicclc«iaslical  custom.  Jcannettc  hud  been  t4* 
llic  TuMilaj-'a  confi'wtion,  with  which  Hio  hud  »> 
long  habitually  prepured  henelf  for  tlie  solemn 
seiuou  in  preference  to  the  departing  feast,  witli 
which  many  seem  reluctantly  to  yield  to  abstinence. 
It  was  night  by  tlie  natural  division  of  durkaets,  a 
gloomy,  wintry  night,  with  snow  lying  deep  on  Xhe 
ground,  or  drifting  before  th«  wind,  which  bowled 
mournfully  round  the  littli;  cabin. 

Loxart,  his  wife,  Bn<l  mywclf,  Itad  drawn  round 
the  embvrs.  Jeunnott*'*  seat  was  by  ln>r  nunt't, 
and  the  spindk^  was  beside  it,  but  tlie  sent  was  va- 
cant; slic  had  t<>r  hours  been  pacing  the  little 
room,  a«  if  striving  to  weary  herself,  and  wo  had 
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been  talking  in  low  wlii»pen,  as  not  afiectiog  to  r 
gard  her,  or  had  pau»ud  to  lit>tcn  to  the  storm. 

Ill  one  of  Ui«»e  intervals,  wlien  itie  wind  had 
sunk  into  luoaning,  Ji^aunette's  »tep  suddonly 
centod ;  she  heard,  what  r«-ached  no  otlii'r  u{  our 
KWUUR,  A  footfsl  OD  tlie  enow-  In  u  tnoioent  alie  i 
hod  sprung  to  the  dour  and  opened  it,  Uittn,  for  a 
few  fwcondit,  ctiiiie  tliv  fubdwHl  wiundEi  of  a  liorse'a 
feet.  Henri  anil  (^atliariiie  sprang  from  tlie  oni- 
mal  they  bad  been  riding,  and  Catharine  nidied 
Brat  into  the  cottage.  She  vould  hare  embraced 
Jeanoetto,  but  the  girl  held,  for  one  instant,  firmly 
bock  to  look  upon  her  face,  oxdaimed  almost  with  a 
shriek," Good  udin^?"undwtutingiK>rfp1ybcTun'l 
Catliariou'i  glowing  look  o(  enthuf^iiism,  prW—d 
Iter  to  httr  heart,  and  Md  her  long  tlicrr  wetfHng. 

We  bad  all  *tart«d  from  our  iwals,  aiul  Henri 
advanced  to  us,  but  no  word  pacccd  except  a  clear  I 
lowwbi»]>or  from  hiui : — **  It  in  trup."  At  Icngthi 
Jeannotte  w)po<l  the  tear*  fruni  Iter  face,  gently  M 
Catliarine  to  her  own  s«aX,  and,  tier  faee  radiant 
with  inexpressible  smilei,  and  sliakiog  in  every 
joint  with  the  struggle  to  be  calm,  she  flung  lipr- 
self  on  h«r  knras  beside  her  frivnd,  Ikeld  both  her 
hand*.  re»t4Kl  bor  head  upon  Iwr  lap,  and  then 
looked  up  in  Iter  fiiee  to  listen  at  full  to  ber  re- , 
latiun. 

"  You  must  not,"  aaid  Catharine,  wotoliing  witli 
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anxiety  Wr  young  friend'e  euuAion,  "  you 
raust  not  take  too  much  for  gmotod ;  wliat  I  tell 
jroo  ii,  as  I  may  say,  by  «t«allh.  I  linve  ^ven  do 
pronii»i< ;  iiidetKl,  I  am  not  forlritideo  to  tf\i  you, 
thougli  if  I  liail  ev<!ii,  1  vtxmld  not  have  foimd  it 
T«ry  easy  to  stay  away.  Vp«terday,  Messire  John 
of  Nuvelompont  returned,  bringing  his  relations 
wit)]  him,  for  all  in  th^  nortli  of  Champagne  is  lost, 
it  eepms,  and  full,  as  jou  may  suppose,  of  anger 
and  vengeanoe  against  the  BurgundianH.  He  came 
to  us.  '  There  is  but  one,'  he  said,  '  who  can  ?nva 
our  doomed  country ;  we  havo  fouf^it  like  fiends, 
but  Uton?  K  a  fate  against  ua.  I  always  believed, 
now  1  am  sure,  tliat  we  must  look  to  tome  one 
specially  marked  out  ■»  one  to  cliange  men's  minds 
— and  such  is  Jeanne  d'A  re . '  He  then  went  on  to  tell 
u(  tlut  he  had  sent  lo  Mossire  Bertmnd  de  Pou- 
Ific^Sy,  to  urge  him  to  come  to  Vaucouleurs,  not 
only  prvrparcd  to  cooler,  hut  to  act,  and  tJiat  tliny* 
would  botti  strive  together,  if  Pouli^ngj-  would  con- 
■ent.  to  move  t)ie  Captain  of  Vaucouleun  in  your 
behalf,  and  that  then  I  should  bring  you  the  nr^ws 
of  tlioir  suwrMa.  I  would  not,  any  more  than  Me«- 
thw  de  Norelomimnt,  vox  you  with  false  liopet,  hut 
I  watc)tcd,and  tliis  day  came  Messire  de  Puulengy 
to  Vaucooleun,  and  will  stay  there  this  night,  and 
then  I  bethought  roe  Hint  lliey  vrere  ordering  all 
without  the  cooaent  of  one  wlrn  knew  better  than 
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ibimt  both,  and  Hpnri  and  I  came  liither  to  lot  you 
know  what  they  are  duiDg.  and,  if  n«ed  be,  to  bear 
anjr  directions  or  wisbc*  you  may  h«ve  back  to 
them  at  Vaucou5eurs." 

Jfiannette  pressed  Clalharine  ngnin  to  her  boaom. 
"  It  ie  for  Prance,"  she  mid  at  last.  *'  for  your> 
selves,  I  hope,  that  we  shal)  act ;  but  you  havo  done 
well,  very  well,  kiudly  and  wImIv.  I  will  send  bo 
meeeage  back  to  Vaucouleura,  but  I  will  go  with 
you  tjiitlier,  I  see  that  the  time  is,  indeed,  come, 
thai  tilt*  mtians  are  preparing  to  meet  the  need. 
Oh,  I  fwl  now  as  if  I  could  hold  them  to  the  task, 
«p>-itk  words  tbat«liould  keep  them  (o  it  forshamo. 
I  woul<l  tlmt  I  werv  thorv  now,  U>st  any  r|uailinf;, 
any  fear,  any  duubt,  tihoul'l  lose  the  moment  tlint 
cah  never  be  regained.  And  the  tim«,  loo— thoy 
perhaps  will  wait  some  ]>rudent  oppdrtunity,  decide 
on  ii  witli  Iktudricourt  before  I  eon  see  them,  aud 
I  am  charged  to  be  with  the  Dauphin  by  the  Mid- 
l*enl.  1  would  bo  at  N'uucouleurs  to-nigbt.  —  see 
them  to-night — spvak  with  them." 
..  "  ITiey  would  not  see  Baudricourt  till  to-raor* 
row,"  interpoeod  C'Blbarine. 

"  No,  no,"  (]UoUi  Ilttnri ;  <*  he  is  not  to  b«  in. 
truded  on  for  such  matter*  witlwut  dun  noticf  i 
and,  boiidcii,  as  you  say,  if  tbi^y  nn>  wcigbing  taut' 
ten  over  carefully,  they  wilt  lake  lit  least  to-nigbt 
to  think  wluil  they  shall  any  to  him,  TPinemhering 
tJie  an&wer  tie  has  given  you  berure." 
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"  Ay,  ay/'  replied  JeanneUv  impatiently,  Uiougli 
oonvinved ;  "  aiwl  yet,"  she  mid,  in  a  tnort-  «ubi)iiird 
Um»,  "  now  tliat  I  feci  that  itio  hour  may  be 
c:(im(',  luiy,  that  it  is  come,  which  bids  mu  lay  ai<id« 
all  &T  tbo  great  strife  in  which  I  am  to  niingl«,  I 
murt  not  lirnve  thoee  1  have  loved,  to  whom  1  ow« 
H  duty  M>oond  only  to  Hvavx-n,  without  a  word 
of  lowi  and  n'vercnce." 

She  stood  for  a  time  in  tliought  deep  and  sad, 
BO  that  it  eeented  tliat  one  coald  read  upon  Ikt 
face  all  the  story  of  ti«r  home  at  Domremy,  for  she 
faltered,  her  cheek  flushed,  and  she  wept,  yet  so 
»iUtiitty  and  so  careless  of  heing  regarded,  that  she 
went  on  afterwards  speaking  as  they  werv  her  own 
ttioughts  aloud. 

*'  I  could  not  lovo  them  mor*,  I  wanttwl  only  Ut 
live  end  di«  with  Itiwn,  stTving  tJieni,  U>iiding  on 
tliem,  watching  how  they  might  be  happiest,  aud 
as  they  grew  old  toiling  and  thinking  fur  them  as 
tJiough  they  were  my  children,  to  tJiat  they  might 
tilees  me,  but  it  could  not  be.  I  wax  not  ttUowml 
to  win  my  way  to  my  brethren  in  ParaJiw  by 
tiiat  easy  cheerful  path.  I  might  not  have  Uie  joy 
of  being  obedient  to  my  parents ;  1  was  obliged  to 
cross  tlieir  will  to  obey  one  irresistible.  But  I  love 
them,  oh  I  how  I  lore  them  !  I  could  not  liaw  told 
how  moeh,  if  t  did  not  sea  now  how  far  I  am  Ivd 
wny  from  them," 
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"  You  will  return  to  love  them,  bring  hoRoun  to 
make  tlietn  proud,"  said  <'atliarinp. 

"  Ay,"  rwp  ondedLaxart  and  his  wife. 

*'  Vou  go  to  conquer,"  said  Htfnri. 

Jeann(^tt«  mi^  "  Yi*f,"  luid  mnil«d  eadly  ;  "  but 
the  only  prize  1  would  win  is  to  conw  back  no 
oilier  than  ami  now,  rulcusoil  and  happy, and  to 
love  aiid  »rvK  tli^m  ax  1  miglit  hav'c  don«  had 
France  Hmh  at  pcaoc.  Bui  1  miut  out  mw  them  i 
why  thould  I  hear  commnnds  which  I  cannot  ob«y  ? 
Why  should  they  remuinbor  aAorwardt,  when  tlioy 
may  love  me  dearest,  that  they  liavi!  spoken  angrily 
at  our  last  parting  ?  Or  why  should  1,  in  my  triala 
and  watcheft,  think  of  them  so?  Jactjues  AlwD,'* 
said  she,  turning  suddenly  to  me,  "  you  are  a 
clerk,  there  i«  a  scribe  in  this  villa^,  from  him  I 
will  get  what  you  noud  for  writing,  iind  you  shall 
)>en  a  letter  for  me ;  the  gentlert  I  can  thhik  of. 
Will  you  do  it?" 

**  I  will  brii^  you  all  that  is  needed."  I  answered 
quickly ;  "  remain  here  witli  your  ftieuds  till  I  re- 
tuni." 

I  went  to  the  house  of  tlie  humble  penman,  who 
added  to  tlm  narrow  means  of  infirtnitj'  atid  ugo 
small  rewards  for  writing  eptstlos,  whieh  sormd  to 
coorey  the  little  the  inliutHtuntd  had  to  iiHlitat,  and 
from  hi«  tmrniw  itot«  1  sohKted  what  «4iuld  i>nrve 
for  Jeannctt«'a  letter,  ]»id  him  amply,  and  wt-nt 
back  to  DuraiMl  Lexart's. 
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Wltilo  Die  otti«r«  clo««)  in  low  conv«mtion 
round  the  firo,  Jcamwtt*  t-XwA  boliind  iim>  at  the 
nida  tabk  and  divtattd  : — "  To  my  dear  fatlHT  Rtid 

pther.  Willi  nil  reverenw  and  love  I  pray  eor- 
tly  to  HoKTen,  my  very  dear  parents,  ttmt  you 
may  kuow  at  some  time  how  I  have  been  forced  to 
tliwait  you  in  what  should  have  been  my  duty  and 
obadinnco  to  you.  It  wouM  bo  joy  Uint  I  cannot 
tell  you  tttut  you  sliould  know  my  lieart,  and  how  it 
ifi  bound  to  do  th^  bidding  of  the  blMsed  saints 
themwlves  in  saving  Prance,  and  yet  love*  you  Uiu 
while,  and  would  nitJier  Kuffor  nil  pain  thnt  can  be 
desired,  nave  tliat  of  tli«)bi>dti'iii-v  tu  Huuvcn,  ratltiT 
thaa  that  you  iliould  be  grtevod  and  angcr«d  for  my 
»al(e,  1  am  going  to  \'«ucoult'uni,  and  I  liclicve 
and  tru^t  ttiat  tlii^  lime  Robert  de  Baudricourt 
will  send  roe  lo  the  Dauphin,  wtiich  being  bidden 
to  do  as  1  have  laid,  I  can  only  pray  of  you  pardon 
and  forgiveness  if  it  offend  jxiu,  fntrenting  and  im- 
ploring you  to  beli«ive  tlw  tniUi  of  wliat  1  nay,  tliat 
it  ti  not  of  myKlf  that  I  aut  tliuf.  If  I  were  on  my 
knees  bo^dc  you,  I  would  t>ot  rite  till  you  had  given 
ne  your  ble«>ing,  which  yet  give  me  and  bid  aw 
good  speed,  for  to  hoar  tliat  from  you  wuuld  givu 
me  >uch  courage,  that  1  tltould  aurwly  win  all  my 
purposes.  Which  if  tliey  be  accomplished,  who 
shall  be  more  blessed  than  those  who  nurtured  me 
to  tlie  »aving  of  the  land,  and  of  the  l>auphin> 
crown?    Love  me,  and  pm;  for  me,  and  spare 
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to  be  much  moved  against  me,  which  is  all  my 
suit  to  the  £aiDl«  after  the  great  matter  with  which 
1  am  charged  by  them,  and  bo  humbly  farewell, 
praying  for  yuii  I'Vfr." 

This  she  »igni(Kt  both  above  and  below  tlie  writing 
with  a  croH,  kissing  it  many  times  before  fh* 
allowed  mo  to  fold  it. and  then  looking  at  it  afFi^clion- 
alcly,  and  conjuring  mc  to  take  means  to  let  them 
have  it,  which  I  readily  and  fervently  uiidertouk. 

The  a««rabl«d  friends  then  took  an  humble  re- 
pttt,  at  which  tlio  prophetess  tended  on  her  guests 
with  tlin  diligence  of  true  regard  and  una0ect«d 
hoKpitality,  and  then  the  Htttu  cottage  wa«  arranged 
M  conveniently  tt»  it  could  for  it«  unutual  number 
of  tenants,  and  we  n*tir«d  early  to  rcpowv 

If  I  were  to  judge  of  the  other  inmates  by  mysdf, 
they  di<l  not  RWp  much  tliat  night,  but  perhapa  1 
waa  diffrreDtiy  affected  from  the  rest.  J«aimett« 
hud  in  jHirlJPular  that  jiuwer  of  forcing  the  tinie  lo 
its  apjwinU^d  purpose,  that,  if  &he  deemed  it  needful 
to  recniit  her  strength  and  spirits  for  the  morrow, 
ftlie  might,  looking  into  all  that  was  to  come,  be  able 
BO  to  prepam  to  meet  it,  and  Henri  and  Cathnrine 
hail  to  a  certain  degree  fb1fille<l  tlieir  tank. 

I  wiw  awakened  from  the  morning's  doze  long 
before  Uie  daybreak ;  I  listened  and  heard  many 
and  heATy  sobs.  It  was  clear  moonlight,  mudtt 
bright  US  day  by  the  reflection  of  the  snow:  Itunietl, 
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tuid  u«  Um*  little  nook  ia  wliich  I  slept  ojieaed  by  aii 
m-«k«ed  dtior  lato  the  commoa  sttting-rootn  of  tlie 
coUu^,  1  there  beheld  Jeannette  already  riMU  — 
slip  was  kneeling,  and  holding  in  hvr  urnis  Uiu  iu- 
full  of  Laxart  yvt  a^leej).  Slut  murmured  over  it 
prayers  und  blcscinga,  and  then  wept  aguin,  ctifling 
her  emotion  for  tlie  child's  xukv,  yvt  with  au 
anguish  that  socmcd  ulmoHt  licarl^broken.  It  was 
then  Uiat  1  saw  what  indeed  she  yielded  in  giving  uj> 
her  affections  for  Franco  ;  it  was  tlieu  that  1  felt  how 
her  &tlwr  and  mother  were  beloved,  and  wliat  must 
be  tha  strength  of  tliv  faith  which  could  force  her 
toabaadtiii  them. 

1  lay  brcatlili»sly  still,  and  she  know  not  that  any 
one  beheld  hur.  When  «lic  Itod  replaced  tlw  io&nt 
by  its  uwUier  in  aii  inner  room,  »iid  probably  elie 
bad  hushed  the  waitings  which  awoke  me,  she  re- 
turned to  Iter  former  place,  and  there  continued 
long  upon  her  knt-vs.  [  felt  a  satisfaction  in 
striving  to  join  iu  ItL-r  supplication. 

Presently  after  slie  aroused  us.  My  errand  via» 
for  Uomremy ;  she  charged  me  witJi  a  thousand 
verbal  entreaties  for  pardon,  in  addition  to  U»e 
letter,  which  yet  she  bade  me  not  to  give  to  Iwr 
fother  til)  night,  lest  he  should  prevent  or  em> 
barras*  her  intentions ;  then  slut  wemed  to  quell  her 
feeling*  by  a  sudden  effort,  to  that  no  vthvrt  might 
perceive  tliat  sIh;  was  moved ,  , ,  t 
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'''*Yet  in  parting  from  Jeei)n«tte  Laxarl  1  aiw 
howr  difRcolt  it  was  for  her  to  keep  her  c»»- 
Btancy.  I  even  wondsrwl  that  tliis  parting  smoimI 
to  cMt  her  EO  much  more  tiiaa  all  preTtuiH  atww. 
1  might  have  letolved  my  ^urprteo  in  tlio  rvfloetion 
that  tliu  appeurwl  to  h«r  murv  fated  and  cvrtain, 
lets  her  own  deed,  nnd  mote  a  part  of  Umt  irrevo- 
cable denting  to  which  ■he  waa  to  submit,  of  which 
she  was  to  fonn  an  assignod  part,  'lliere  was  lest 
struggle,  leM  neceiaity  for  will  to  oountemct  ber 
ofieetioRii ;  it  was  a  tnore  tuimixcH]  i>ndurancp. 

Still  in  tli«  moonlight,  1  waa  on  my  way  to 
Alaxey,  wliere  I  aliould  holt  for  a  time,  and  then 
go  on  to  l>omremy :  Jeannette,  Durand,  Uenri,  and 
Cathariiio,  had  taken  their's  to  \'aucou]eiir8  j  rfie 
dutfrmined  that  no  step  should  Uiat  day  forestal 
her  arrival,  or  fail  for  lack  of  the  enej;gy  it  was  her 
husincts  bo  in^ire. 

With  Dumn<)  in  hrr  company  she  was  in  time  tu 
find  Nov«lump»nt  tm  soon  iw  )w  had  tUen,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  Pouleng}-  joined  them.  Nove- 
lomjwnt  she  found,  as  &lie  had  iuxn  told,  Htill  nion' 
earneBt  from  the  rotent  suSeringa  of  his  beloved  re- 
lations i  and  Bt'rtrand  dc  Poulengy,  one  of  thoM> 
minds  lliul  act  strongly  on  tlw  nccumulated  force  of 
slow  conviction,  had,  n»  well  as  his  yoiingor  frieml. 
ardently  yielded  to  the  full  belief  that  tlie  despernte 
i-trcumstanoes  of  tlie  Dauphin's  tause  needed  such 
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an  interpoeidon  as  Jeannpltc  cl^inctl  to  offtit,  nnd 
that  the  sufTenngii  of  tlieir  native  CDUntry  nmdo  it 
an  act  of  piet^  to  beli«ve  that  Hravoii  mnilil  grant 
toocour  BO  uausual  id  its  behalf. 
•'  "  I  should  myself  have  riddon  to  seek  you  an 
liour  hcnoe,"  said  Novelompont. 

"  Tinte  is  saved  then  by  my  coining,"  replicil 
Jcaitnctt^r. 

'' W«  arc  r««olved,"  pursued  he,  "lo  appeal 
once  moto  to  Baudricourt  on  your  behalf." 

"  Takfl  me  to  him  now,"  waa  her  answer. 

"  W»  must  pnae^ed  with  a  due  observance  of 
his  temper,"  said  Bertrnnd  de  Pou]i>ngy,  who  had 
stood  considering  hitr,  as  if  he  witc  woighing  once 

ire  the  povror  of  the  instrument  to  be  wielded  in 

gmt  a  cituve. 

"  It  i»  no  time  for  observances,"  »lie  exclaimed ; 
"  what  liavi^  yo»  hut  to  K^U  him  the  truth  of  what 
ii  pa«t  as  well  as  wliat  is  Lo  come.  Men  believe 
what  they  we.  Was  it  not  said  that  no  succour 
should  oonw  to  Fi&nce  but  that  which  was  ordained 
through  me?  Wliere  is  your  succour?  Now  I  In 
your  last  gasp  of  life  ?  Have  not  old  propliec'tes 
■liown  you  that  a  maidon  should  come  from  t^ 
Fortt  CHi^nu  for  Uiis  deliverance?  If  1  tun  not 
she  wtiere  is  the  promised  one?  Wilt  you  find  her 
while  the  kingdom  of  France,  exists  ?  W'as  I  not 
foretold  of  disappoiutmente  which  have  fallen  on 
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Die,  though  a  niiglity  priDce  Bought  tne  out, 
tlunigli  I  myself  was  ready  to  venture  all  ?  It  wae 
to  be  by  Uaudricourt,  and  it  will  be.  Is  not  the 
time  appointed  the  Alid-Lent  ?  And  at  the  very 
moment  when  yet  there  remain  hours  enough,  iu»l 
ncarn'ty  more  for  tlie  acconipliithmuit,  lire  not  your 
boirts  »tirred  to  help  ine?  Stirroil,  indeed,  by 
great  woes,  cuch  u  would  not  liavo  falli-u  on  U8, 
but  to  call  for  wondrous  dt-nlv.  Are  your  wills 
moved  in  you  nt  so  vuxt  a  price,  and  will  you  triBo 
with  the  charge  laid  on  you  ?  Will  yom  spend  in 
poor  tluMights  of  otM>  man's  leisure  Uie  great 
Hlrengtli  that  is  breathed  into  you,  if  you  but  do 
tliat  you  are  appointed  for.  Lead  me  to  Baudri- 
cuurt !" 

"  I  will  entreat  him  to  wa  you,  and  he  will 
lif>ten  to  me,' '  repi  ied  Bertrand  dc  Poulvngy  ;  "  ADd 
1  will  tell  him  what  you  liave  said ;  for  it  is  won- 
drous, and  putii  in  me  a  marvelkni*  bt>lit^f.  If  I 
would  av<nd  r«ttdy  encountering  the  ■vom  or 
coldness  of  Baudrioourt,  it  is  because  you  say  that 
through  him  our  cause,  for  1  too  claim  to  be  of  it. 
must  be  served.  If  1  am  prudent,  [  will  al»o  bv 
firm ;  and  it  Hball  be  difficult  for  htm  to  move  nM 
fmm  persuasion,  if  it  W  a  luird  task  to  make  tbat 
porsuaKion  pn»|)erwitiihim." 

"  But  time !  time  1  I  am  not  impatJeul  for  my- 
eetf,"  said  Jvannette  [  **  last  night  I  despaired  as 
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oiu>  buri«il  in  •  mow  drift  i  for  onv  h>  hear  a  voic« 
is  hope  and  patienca  to  long  lu  thi>  succour  scctdh 
but  to  nppnmch ;  bat  ttinoe  yuu  will  be  the  nie»- 
tenger,  I  charge  you  let  no  fear,  no  defereitce  to  the 
Captain  of  V'aucouleurs,  turn  you  back  unsatisfied  j 
who  speaks  to  him  now,  and  of  this  purpose,  takes 
upon  himself  a  char^  not  to  be  renounced,  though 
deatii  on  the  rack  or  the  scorn  of  the  world  were 
there  to  affright  him.  I  know,  noble  sir,  that  you 
are  not  feariul ;  but  in  this  )*ou  must  stand,  as  if  the 
only  danger  wvre  behind  you." 

"  Aitd,  by  all  tlie  Mtiuta  <  that  is  tht^  only  way  to 
irio !"  cried  Novelorapont. 

*  Which  would  have  been  as  tree  though  you 
had  not  sworn  to  it,"  said  Jeannette.  "  It  b  our 
cause  reproves  you,  noble  sir,  not  I ;  it  behoves  us 
not  to  speak  even  an  idle  word  in  it."  Norclom- 
pont  bowed.  "  Forth  Uien,  sir,  as  you  sen  fit,"  she 
continued,  addressing  Bertrand,  "  you  s«e  how 
far  Heaven  itself  has  brought  u.=i  on  our  road ;  as, 
by  it,  and  it  alone,  all  good  purpuses  are  im])elled, 
strengthened,  brought  to  puss,  and  think  what  it 
is  you  will  thwun,  pertiaps,  destroy,  if  in  this  you 
fail." 

All  this  was  delivered  with  an  exceeding 
eamestni.'iM  of  tn^ner,  yet  without  tlie  leant  us- 
sumption  of  nuperiority,  as  if,  indeed,  «he  were 
delivering  the  truth  of  which  she  was  certain  from 
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snothn,  enjoining  that  vhich  it  wouM  bo  d^ath  to 
dfoy.  Bi'rtjuiKi  (If  PoiilcHgy  rfimained  ulent  for 
ftwhilc.  "  I  will  not  fmr,"  h<»  »aid,  «  but  that 
BaiulrioDurt  iihall  aw  j-ou;  he  has  been  msvA  to 
i-all  me  one  of  the  cahnpst  and  most  prudent  of  Itit 
rounsellore ;  to  consult  ine  in  inatlcrs  of  difiicultj 
and  doubt,  and  my  words  have  pro«|iPn.''l  with  liiot.  ■ 
He  is  wilful  in  what  he  believra  to  bv  right ;  it  » 
not  eoKv  i.>wn  to  bi<gtn  a  change  in  lii^i  opinion 
wlu>n  onu«  h«  i>nt«rtaiD«  on« ;  b<it,  tnaideu,  that 
whkh  has  bmugbt  us  tbu<  far,  may  aid  me  too, 
and  I  sr«  no  b«-tUT  nti^uno." 

"  Trust  in  that  aid  even  wlx>n  you  are  vanquished,*' 
ih«  replifd }  "  for  men  know  not  wbeu  hope  should 
be  gone.  I  did  not  last  night.  Nay.  if  tht-re  were 
not  hope  agnin<t  a  reasoning  of  mere  chanc-eti,  why 
should  w«  lliiuk  now  of  mving  Franco,  that  hath 
but  onr>  otny  to  hold  by  of  which  »)m-  known  not,  an>l 
which  abe  may  not  credit  when  it  conii^a  before 
her?" 

M  moil  a*  be  knew  that  be  could  see  Bandri- 
oDUrt,  Bertrand  do  I'oulengy  went  forth.  He  wu 
admitted  as  one  well  known,  and  atway«  wvlconed 
with  reapoct,  and  the  very  (rin;umKt»n<-(>  mudn  him 
tlie  lew  confident.  First  it  appeared  to  him  same- 
tiling  like  on  abuse  of  a  general  cou&1i4m»  to  or^ 
a  suit  whkh  would  bi.*  deemod  ito  singular,  which 
liad  indeed  been  decided  against  j  and  theo  vanw 
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one  burii?d  in  a  snow  drift  i  for  one  to  lieu-  a  voice 
)•  hope  and  patience  so  lonf^  as  the  succour  seems 
but  to  approach ;  but  since  yoa  will  be  the  meB- 
Mngur,  1  clrnrge  you  let  do  fear,  no  deference  to  th« 
CapUun  of  Vaucouleurs,  turn  you  back  unEUtisfied  ; 
who  speaks  to  him  now,  and  of  thia  purpose,  takes 
upon  himself  a  charge  not  to  be  renuuaccd,  though 
death  on  the  mek  or  tbo  soora  of  the  world  were 
there  to  affright  him.  1  know,  noble  sir,  that  you 
are  not  fearful ;  but  in  titut  you  must  stnnd,  ns  if  tlio 
only  danger  were  behind  you." 

"  And,  by  all  the  saintA !  that  is  the  only  wajr  to 
wis !"  cried  Novelompont. 

"  Which  would  have  been  as  true  though  you 
hod  not  sworn  to  it,"  said  Jeannette.  "  It  is  our 
esiuc  ruprovc«  you,  noble  sir,  not  I ;  it  bv^hoves  u« 
not  to  >piwk  ev»n  an  Lille  word  in  it."  Novelom- 
poiit  bowed.  '■  Forth  Uien,  sir,  as  you  see  fit,"  she 
continued,  addressing  Bortrand,  '*  you  see  how 
fkr  Heaven  itMlf  haK  brought  ua  on  our  road  ;  as, 
by  it,  and  it  alone,  all  good  purposes  are  impelled, 
strengthcnetl,  brought  to  pass,  and  tlunk  what  it 
ia  you  will  thwart,  perhaps,  destroy,  if  in  tliis  you 
faa." 

All  this  was  delivered  with  an  excoedinfr 
eamestness  of  manner,  yet  without  the  lua»t  as- 
Bumption  of  superiority,  at  if,  indi^,  she  won* 
delivering  thv  truth  of  which  she  wait  certain  from 
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iaaanity  must  be  <laiigerouA  Uut  can  infect  sudi 
men  as  you." 

*'  I  am  prepared  ibr  your  i^oofis,"  replioJ  Poti- 
l«ngy  unmovitUy  1  "  nuy,  Uic  muidcn  IwrsHf  badf 
roe  not  to  bo  scored  at  tlieiti ;  the  ha^  read  both 
you  and  roe  aright  already ;  and  in  nothing  scarcely 
in  the  circumstaDoes  which  I  have  rccallwl  to  you 
at  hor  bidding,  do  I  so  mucli  fix  my  belief  us  in  this 
stirewilness  with  which  she  eeems  to  rend  the  dinpo- 
Mtions  of  men,  and  to  pluck  the  knowledgv  of  tlio 
future  out  of  the  uneven  prrtbabilitieii  of  events." 

"  'riiat  tlie  girl  ia  quickwitt«d,  ay,  and  liooest,  I 
do  not  gaiiiftay  you,"  said  Haudricourt ;  <*  yet  a  pra- 
ptietcas  is  aomething  more  marvellous  even  Uiui 

tlKM." 

"  Add  enthusiasm,  genius,  for  such  elie  lias, 
and  her  own  faithful  declarations ;  it  will  be  difficult 
to  Uiiuk  her  le^  einc«  you  allow  her  to  be  neither 
knaw  nor  fool,"  anvwored  Poulengy. 

"  Then  why  not,"  uskcd  the  Captain  of  Voucou- 
1*UT«r "  tuk«  a«  you  dest'r^'u  tlie  wliolv  merit  of  yoor 
feiUi  ?  Why  not  go  with  John  of  Novi-U>iiiponl  lu 
the  King,  aiid  ahido  yourselves  their  ojiinion  of 
your  judgraeal?  Why  urge  me,  a  most  unwilling 
proEoly1«,  ta  take  a  share  in  your  enterprise,  or  send 
yuu  un  an  errand,  witich  I  do  not  believe  to  be  of 
tlw  wiee«t  (■" 

"  She  will  not  stir  without  your  authority ;  and 
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wttnt  is  more,  ahe  belicvcR  thnt  ihc  shall  gain  it," 
aiifwi-red  Poulengy. 

"  Then  in  saJness,"  said  Baudricourt  vory  jt- 
riousljf,  *'  I  must  tell  you  that  1  dare  not  so  trifle 
with  th«  King  now  in  tlie  extremity  of  his  for- 
tunes ;  it  might  be  u  May-gamo  for  happier  tim««, 
but  w  must  not  >p«nd  a  thought  in  idleness  now. 
If  you  »inc«rcly  b(diev«  in  what  slie  sajr* — and  1 
repeat  thtttber  pretenuons  are  more  tlian  plausible, 
trom  ber  goodtieaa  and  quick  seii£« — niakt:  the  ad- 
venture !  If  I  thought  aa  you  do,  so  should  I  do ; 
Oiinking  us  1  do  now,  it  is  my  duty  to  refuse  you, 
and  you  would  not  urge  me  any  more  than  I  shouM 
listen  to  you  if  yuu  did,  to  inukti  sport  witli  my 
duty." 

The  cold  firm  manner  in  which  this  was  delivered 
iklmoet  staggered  the  equal  calinnc^  but  not  cqiuil 
hardness  of  Pk)uk>ngy.  "  You  will  «ce  the  girl, 
bear  h«riij>i!uk  for  herself  once  more?''Eaid  he, 

"  \Mty  >!huuld  I  raise  expectations  which  I  un 
detenniiied  not  to  fulfil  ?  I  repi-at,  Itiis  U  trifling, 
Bertrand  de  Poulvngy,  trifling,  unwortliy  of  your'] 
name.  It  were  better,  much  better,  at  such  a 
linw  wh«n  !  shall  nc«d  every  arm  to  defend  these 
Marches,  and  every  hvad  to  devise  the  means,  that 
you  should  remain  here  to  aid  me,  and  that  this 
ahould  bti  forgotten  between  us  bo  that  I  may  truiit 
your  co«jI  judgiwnt  as  of  old.  I  pray  you,  no  more 
iipM)  tliia  matter." 
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Poofeogj  was  morti&ed;  but  he  was  Eilenopd 
bf  the  cooiniand  of  the  captain.  He  niade  a  step 
or  two  towards  the  door.  The  conversation  htul 
giowi)  gtatiually  louder  towanle  the  end,  and  wu 
indeed  begun  mther  in  such  a  manner  tlmt  the 
putauirant  was  not  expected!  putii-ulariy  bo  uttend 
to  it,  than  that  it  should  be  at  all  concealed  from 
liim;  he  now  venturod  to  j<Mii  in  it.  1^| 

"  If  you  An>  speaking,  noble  mis,"  said  he,  "  of 
Uw  maiden  tliat  wa«  here  before  you  when  I  last  ^ 
bore  the  king's  lertten  into  tliese  parts,  I  am  noC^ 
sure  that  her  preaciice  would  be  accounted  onwal* 
come  or  presumptuous  at  Uie  court ;  I  related  to 
many  what  I  bad  seen  and  heard,  for,  iu  truth,  1  was 
somewhat  amazed  at  such  bearing  and  words  from 
such  a  person  ;  and,  at  last,  I  have  good  reason  tm 
think  that  it  came  to  the  ears  of  the  king  himiwtf} 
for  one  near  to  his  perran,  the  Count  do  \'enddme, 
questioned  me  much  concerning  her,  and  the 
day  sent  for  me  again,  and  put  more  questions  yet^ 
all  of  which  I  answered,  as  well  as  I  was  able ; 
and  Im  said  at  lasit  Uiat  it  was  well  to  bear  llmt  the 
king  had  xuhjects  so  fuitliful  on  the  borderw  of  Lew*' 
raioe,  and  that  in  l«rrihlr  xtraits  no  meant  Khould 
be  neglected,  and  no  good  wiithe*  be  diMouragvd." 
."  You  will  answer  to  me,"  a^ed  Baudriwurl, 
sternly,  "  that  the  Count  de  \'enddmL>  said  tlits  to 
you,  and  that  you  believe  this  was  aAcr  he  bad 
Bpoken  with  the  king  ?" 
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"  It  is  the  truth,  noble  sir,"  annroml  the  par- 

niivuat  boldly ;  "  aiid  I  shouh)  il)  tMM!oin«  my  rona- 

tion,  whicb  ia  to  bear  the  words  of  princee  Lii.) 

I  nofalw  justly  and  feartessly,  did  I  swerve  one  jot 

from  what  1  have  declared  to  you." 

'*  By  the  nma  1  if  fear  makes  us  Btart  at  »liadoW!<, 
it  hIso  bids  lu  ctiag  at  th«  clouds  for  help  I"  «aid 
Baudriuuurt drily  and  bitterly;  *'  but  ihfre  i»  Momt! 
fiiUjr  that  nay  Dot  be  biufybiKl  at.  >leRur«  Brr- 
fband,  you  will  be  found  doubtlea^  with  .lohn  of 
Novelompont,  and  you  will  botli  be  ready  tu  pro- 
duce your  propheteK.  Nay !  I  mean  not  to  tail  at 
her,  she  is  tbe  wisG6t  of  the  three,  after  all.  There  ! 
there  !  tny  old  friend,"  he  continued  tnore  kindly, 
but  still  joeringly,  "if  we  find,  ii>dee<l,  tlrnt  tli© 
kiiig  Deeds  such  soldiers,  we  will  ouce  more  speak 
with  hereclf.     You  shall  hear  from  m«." 

Bertrand  de  Poulengy  replied,  "  Yo«  yi>utiwlf, 
MflBGire,  hav«  praised  the  det^s  of  women  at  Or- 
Intos,  and  this  onv  comn  of  titt^  same  stock  with 
llw:i«d  who  did  good  mrvUx  at  Bourlemoni." 
■t  **Men,  I  do  not  doubt  her  courage,"  exclaimed 
Btadfkoiut.  "1  know  when  an  eye  quails  and 
when  it  in  steady.  It  is  enough,  is  it  nut,  that  you 
diuU  iiuur  from  me?" 

^  So  it  be  in  time,"  replied  Poolengy,  quietly. 

"  Urge  me  wlten  yon  find  me  slack  in  aBatr^  or 
nmglectfut  in  promises,"  said  Baudricourt,  in  a  more 
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Fold   tone.    Poulengy   bowed   low  and  witltdrew. 
Baudricourt  remained  som«  time   in   eccret  con-j 
r«n>i)ce  with  the  pursuivunt. 

"  It  i»  much  for  him  to  «y,  even  that  lie  will] 
send  to  us,"  said  Poulvngy,  after  he  bad  related  I 
Ms  interview  to  Jeanii«tt«.   "Heis  very  proud,  but 
verj'  just,  and  he  will  do  what  is  right  to  his  very 
conscience ;  but  he  will  do  it  his  own  way,  and  of ( 
liis  own  wiU.     It  is  well  that  one  as  calm  and  w 
forbmring  as  I  have  been  sent  to  him." 

"  He  would  ratlier,  perhaps  have  j-iclded  toondj 
uttt^rly  incapabltt  of  contending  with  him,"  thej 
answered ;  "  but  we  mu«l  even  abide  hi«  word." 

"  Within  on  liour  the  (>romi*«d  mesBenger  came. 
Baudricourt  would   see   them  at  eight  the    uextj 
morning. 

"  He  is  won,"  said  John  of  Novelompont- 

"  If  he  be,"  exclaimed  Poulengy,  "  it  is  indeed! 
the  most  wonderful  accomplishment  yet,  of  all  thatj 
the  iias  said." 

"Hasten  on  your  preparations,"  said  the  girl; 
"trust  to  the  time  to  call  for  thtfm;  if  we  part,  it 
must  be  speedily ;  to-duy  ts  lost  if  to-ntorrow  find 
us  unready." 

Witliout  litany  mon^  wonln,  Joaiinette  retirod  i 
the  habitation  of  Henri,  taking  leave  of  both 
CAmect  thanks,  and  cheering  exhortations. 

Her  need*  were  few ;  she  was  already  fur 


THF.  HMD  UF  Ottt,BAN«. 


n? 


with  Uw  Itabit  in  which  s\m  derigned  to  travel,  and 
a  honv  wa«  altnuet  all  Umt  was  oeceMary  to  com- 
pleto  hvr  equipment.  U<>nri  and  Laxart  were 
jxKPr,  but  UtOf  jfpttnt  t)H-  day  in  cDd«av<iuring  to 
find  ooe  for  her,  fwr  whicli  thi?y  coiliil  providv  Uic 
]>rice ;  but  they  liad  but  seven  francK  bt>twcvi)  Uiem, 
but  Mine  of  which  were  I^axarl's,  aiid  the  aiiimal 
tfaey  covebed  was  raluod  by  its  owner  at  -lixteen. 
But  Jeaonette  bid  them  mistrust  nothing.  "  What 
if  1  go  forth  oQ  foot,"  she  said,  "  if  all  be  done  that 
1  am  coniroanded,  there  iball  be  little  cause  to 
doubt  of  my  spe«d,  or  of  my  strength.  If  Bau- 
dricourt  send  me,  there  will  lack  no  nieanti  to  bring 
me  to  tlie  UauphiD." 

The  hour  of  eiglit  came  en  the  Thursday,  and 
found  Poulengy,  Melx,  and  Jcanoette,  ready  in  the 
hall  of  tlw  cusUi:,  nor  ww  tlii'ir  soldierly  faoet  a 
ininate  later  in  rvovii'iiig  tJicin.  Bnutb'icourt  ca- 
luted  lite  friends  (uurtcouitly,  but  Ix  uddroswxl  hi« 
speech  at  oiko  to  Jeanoetti;. 

"  Maiden.  I  am  about  to  send  you  to  tlie  King. 
1  tell  you  frankly,  that  it  is  not  u|Kin  mj  onii  con- 
viction that  1  do  this ;  but,  endangcrod  m  wv  ore, 
it  in  our  duty  to  give  others  the  opportunity  of 
juilging,  where  tbey  may  imagine  that  a  chance 
|)reM>uts  itself.  But  ttiey  must  not,  if  that  chance 
nhould  fail,  bo  enablMl  to  say  that  it  was  tried  at 
my  desire.     I  9^'  ^y  niintstry  to  sending  yoo  to 
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them,  becaufw  I  htar  that  it  may  be  th^ir  winh,  or 
perha]»,  that  tliey  may  ima^uo  it  wns  *o,  whra 
other  roeaus  have  f&ilrd ;  a»d  they  look  round  in 
tbeir  disappointinpat  for  an  object  of  blame.     I  otn 
used  to  put  my  trust  under  <!od,  in  the  r«'9tilutii>n  B 
and  the  skill  of  warriors,  and  the  cause  for  which  ^ 
thf>y  fight;  and  1  cannot  now  believe,  but  that  if 
OTwy  heart  and  every  ami  that  profeE«m  to  be  for 
Kiug  Cliarlee  wre  boneEtly  united  lo  uphold  liim. 
there  are  enough  to  stand  the  fair  chanci*  of  u  glori* 
oufl   day,  led  on  by  the  wisest  and  tlw  bravest. 
The  df^pair  of  some,  perhaps,  would  rather  pray 
for  a  miracle  to  help  tlian  stretch  out  their  own 
hands  boldly  to  win.     This  I  spetdt  to  you  plainly, 
before  all,  that  oono  may  think  nw  th«  author  of 
this  attempt,  or  uven  a  bdicwr  in  it*  suooew;  and 
I  »\>e»k  it  to  you,  bi>causi)  1  trust  in  your  own 
honesty  and  truth  to  bear  me  record.      But  I  do 
not  speak  it  to  dislivarton  you.     If  you  bring  help 
to  France,  I  too  am  boueat  enough  to  rejoino  in' 
wlut  I  do  not  expect,  tliough  1  can  claim  no  share 
in  tlie  honour.     Brave,  loyal,  zealous,  I  know  j-ou 
to  be,  nay,  were  all  as  you  are,  1  think  there  would 
be  littlv  nc«<l  of  looking  for  aid :  but  it  is  the  dut 
and  liabit  of  a  fuldicr  to  caU-ulatr  as  calmly  as  he 
ran,  evt'4i  in  strait*  that  would  trouble  his  judg- 
a>«nt.     Wltat  mine  it,  1  iatm  said.     I  will  givo  ; 
and  th«Ke  f^llemcn  a  word  to  <lv  King  by  thit 
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pursuivant,  w1k>  has  abo  reminded  me  of  a  trial  by 
which  Uipy  may  purtly  siLtisJy  tlitMnsdvcs  uut  of 
your  i»m  wurds.  And  mnr,  tlwugh  I  tun  plain 
with  you,  I  am  iMt  Uw  lest  bounilen  tu  do  my  iluty 
Uy  you }  you  will  ilvjmrl  on  Moixluy,  and  I  mu»t 
mt;  you  with  Uiusv  who  tkccompatiy  you  onro  be- 
fore tlmt,  wli«ii  I  Imvc  DODsidcriHl  of  the  hest  n>t>an« 
for  your  suntty,  which  should  be  <is  liUU  [M^rill«d 
u  the  enterpriw  may  admit,  sinc«  be  wimt  the  yuu 
may,  you  are  fmiik,  iiuioc«»t,  and  well-inlnnding; 
and,  therefore,  of  tiuMe  whom  itbcoometagowmor 
uf  Uie  Kin^'i  watt^hfully  to  protect." 

Tiic  Utm  vumi  into  Juanixittu's  vjv*  at  thi»  blunt 
h.  "  Now  ull  thu  saintK  lov«  you,  nobletiir !" 
iIm  aiKwcrod,  "  ai»d  may  I  find  among  th(i«e  who 
will  believe  tn«  men  as  trui;  a»  yountolf,  who  do 
not !  And,  if  I  may  »ay  it,  your  own  wiitdom  is  very 
ae&r  to  my  tlioughts.  1  go,  if  it  may  be  done  to 
jtut  one  heart  of  courage  and  of  trust  in  all  the 
warriors  of  l-VatKe,  to  bid  them  strike  as  witli  one 
atm,  to  charge  them  in  the  highest  name  to  ca«t 
aiide  all  baseness,  all  difference,  all  fear.  I  expect 
ni>  weapons,  but  those  which  mortal  ha»ds  nill 
widld ;  1  am  told  uf  oo  other ;  but  I  think  that  those 
Aall  be  wielded  for  the  victory.  It  is  said  to  me, 
and  I  know  it,  sec  it  ns  clearly  as  Uiough  the  deed 
were  done.  Have  my  Voices  told  me  auglit  yrt 
but  truth  in  UiingB  tliat  seemed  impossible  ?    Even 
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j-ou,  Lurd  of  Baudricourt,  not  beli«viiig  mf,  M>nd 
me  to  the  DHuphin.  For  the  whirh,  I  will  dtiilj 
make  pnycr  for  jrou,  being  nil  I  hnvi;  to  t«n(W  fts 
tliank*."  »h('  ncntintxHl,  with  mort  gmtcful  hitmilily, 
"and  I  will  inaku  to  you  niK  m^in  ontreoty,  U> 
iHuHcn  tiie  tini#  of  my  (^iwrture.  1  murt  be  with 
the  Dauphin  hy  the  Mid- Lent;  the  way  we  have  to 
]inin  ia  neither  short  nor  eaay.  and  awiated  and  for- 
lifi^-d  as  I  know  we  shall  be,  to  liushaod  our  strength 
and  time  is  an  enjoined  meaDii  of  sucreas.  May  wb 
not  depart  at  once?" 

*'  It  is  needful  that  you  go  with  the  King's  par-'' 
suivant.  who  will  assist  you  by  his  knowledge  of 
the  way,  by  his  experience,  by  his  word  from  m^ 
to  the  King,  iind,  mon-owr,  rpenk  of  matt6rt 
bMwwn  us,"  n*ptic«i  Baudiicourt :  "  but  he  awaiti 
new*  from  oUiem,  which,  for  the  King's  ncrvicw,  hi 
must  boar  back  with  him ;  and  that,  iu>  he  my*, 
will  stay  his  departure  till  the  Momlay." 

"  It  may  be  {msiiible  that  all  shonld  be  known,' 
and  ordered  that  we  should  start  on  the  Sunday, 
if  we  have  good  fortune,"  said  C-'ollet  de  \'ienne. 

"Then  say,"  exclaimed  Jeannette.  ''thai  we' 
shall  start  on  th«  Sunday,  fair  sir,  and  in  the  name 
of  Hraven.  onler  things  so  that  tt  may  be  mrest 
that  gowl  fortune  shall  happen  tons!" 

*'  Higlit  I"  said  Buiidrirourt. 

**  I  will  do  all  titat  can  be  done  witli  good  will 
and  diligence, "  uwwered  the  nw«*enger. 
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__  "On  Sunday  be  it,"  said  Baudrioourt. 
^♦'-At  daybreak,  noble  sir?"  atkctl  JffttinoUe. 

Baudricourt  almost  sniilMl, 

<*  Ah,  noble  sir,"  cried  Jeannetto,  with  the  same 
exprcttion,  "  you,  of  ell  men,  eiuely  know  wliat  ii 
in  au  lK>ur,  a  tuinutu  wmeUmes.  In  tho  nume  ot 
Heaven  1"  (the  continued,  nion,'  M>riouely,  *'  but  you 
should  put  no  tight  obstacle  iu  Ute  way  of  my  speed, 
for  before  that  Sunday  the  Dauphin  may  receive 
u  harm,  which  we  should  do  well  to  prevent.  I 
would  tliut  wc  were  Utcre  now,  nnce  every  day  it 
lo»s  to  him." 

"At  dajbt«ttk  be  iti"  r«pli«il  Baudrioourt, 

Jeannette  and  her  party  witlidrcw.  Coll«t  de 
V'ieone  set  about  his  work  ici  good  eemnt,  de- 
spaUhtog  men  where  he  needed,  aud  going  lumself 
whvn;  ]>e  cuutd. 

Baudricourt  thought  fur  a  while.  "No!  no!"  he 
•aid  at  last  to  himself,  "  she  is  brave,  slie  is  good, 
she  is  wise,  but  1  must  not  let  this  or  h«r  manm'r 
persuade  me  against  my  reuoo.  I  could  U>v«  the 
girl,  werv  site  of  good  birtli,  as  one  right  heart 
loves  anutbvr,  and  by  the  masA,  she  is  stuff  to  makp 
a  princsM  of;  but  it  is  well  that  I  see  the  dotage 
of  luch  thoughts.  She  goes  to  the  Dauphin  ;  bo  it 
on  ^eir  beads  who  take  her." 

Jeannette  walked  down  the  hill  from  U>e  castle 
towards  the  tiouse  of  Hvnri,  with  no  air  of  triumph. 
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H«r  face  wore  rather  th«  eol«inn  joy  of 
eactped  from  a  first  peril,  and  tlio  can  which 
told  tliere  were  others  to  VKounter.  Still  she  wu 
deeply  thankful.  Sli«  dismisMtd  li«r  frii^tndi*  at 
ihe  ERiall  chapel  of  St.  Mar)-,  aud  uDt«ml  it  to  pay 
her  devolioiWt  uad  to  caUn  her  thoughts.  Xhera 
alic  rtmained  full  two  hours,  so  tliat  it  was  eleven 
of  tlie  day  before  she  quitted  it.  The  traiKjuillity 
which  she  had  won  there  was  fully  needed,  for  at 
the  door  of  Uenri  and  Catharine  stood,  as  ju 
arrived  from  tlieir  journey.  Jacques  and  l 
d'Arc. 

Altliougit  it  was  tlic  «VLining  of  Wedoesduy  he- 
fare  I  h«d  dtdivorcd  tim  Ivtt^ir  to  tliem,  Jocqaas 
would  listen  to  no  moment  of  delay,  and  bad 
walked  with  liis  wiie  as  far  as  Maxcy  tint  t>ight| 
repoeing  with  her  at  my  cottage,  and  resuminj;  his 
joumoy  to  Vaueouleurs  betimes  tlie  next  morning. 

From  the  moment  that  Uk  letter  had  been 
r«ad  to  him,  hie  language,  lodu,  and  gesture,  had 
been  one  continued  tide  of  angdr.  He  reproached 
all  around  htm  with  bJttvr  invoctives,  rayielf  as  an 
avcoinplke  in  his  daughter's  dtmertion,  his  wife  fbt 
iwt  haviug  fully  entered  into  bis  own  ounviotiaas 
and  plans  for  preventing  it,  his  sons  for  not  joiBtag 
in  his  wroth,  and  mo«t  of  all  Jeannette,  against 
whom  his  passion  raised  not  only  the  ctia^  of  dia. 
obedience,  but  many  otliors  of  duception,  unnatural 
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coMneas,  studied  cnieltj.  Sometimee  od  the  road 
be  halted,  and  d«cl&red  that  pursuit  nas  uselesB, 
tbat  he  would  return,  that  alue  was  wortliless  of  his 
iaw,  or  care,  or  thought  j  and  then  urged  us  ioi- 
mrd  again,  blaming  our  indifference  for  the  mo- 
monts  be  hod  lost.  It  was  almost  w^l  for  Isabel 
tbat  t)»e  was  forced  to  put  aside  her  own  anguiih  in 
VBtcbing  hiB,  in  reiterating  even  Buch  comforts  as 
bad  been  repulsed. 

At  tlifi  houM>  of  Henri  he  met  vrilh  John  of 
Noveloinpont,  and  hitt  wearied  pastion  bad  ju*t  n>- 
cmved  new  strength  from  tlio  young  soldier's  de- 
fence and  praiseH  of  Jeannetta'a  conduct :  the  fear- 
fbl  cflwt  of  hii  pacsiuns  on  himself  paling  his 
che^  and  lips  to  a  eorpae-like  white,  setting  liis 
teetb,  clenching  hid  hand*,  and  impulling  his  blood- 
shot eyes  forth  from  the  sockets,  while  his  ioaitku- 
Ljate  Toice  ottered  only  th«  exclamations  of  rage, 
rnicb  02  nature  gives,  and  euch  as  man  usee  wh- u 
bis  tcetings  grow  too  great  fM-  forms  of  Kpcecli ; 
i  but,  an  be  stood  at  the  door,  and  «aw  Jeannettu 
loooiing  from  the  chapel,  where  no  one  had  <lared 
'  to  tell  liim  that  she  was,  his  muscles  relnxeil,  and 
he  stood  trembling  and  unnerved.     Catharine  ap- 
proached htm,  and  he  :<ufrercd  himself  to  be  led 
ftoB  the  street  into  the  little  nocik,  which  was  most 
aovemed  from  the  observation  of  pesaer»-by. 
Jeaanette  Imd  seen  hitn,  but  the  sight  cbeckud 
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her  not  a  momtrnt.  Slie  mufit  lisvc  thought  of 
him  in  tlie  dutien  shff  liad  bc«n  puyinji;;.  Site 
walked  fart  onyrarda,  aixl  placed  henwlf  upon  her 
knees  before  him.  Her  fwe  k>ok^  up  to  Iiis  rery 
«idly,  veiy  humbly,  but,  as  he  turned  at  last  to  look 
upon  her,  ho  stood  in  wonder  that  il  did  not 
avoid  him. 

"  Why  come  you  to  me  ?*  he  said  at  last,  with  a 
lialf-etiBpd  uttcnuicc. 

"  To  suffer  what(*vcr  you  infliet,"  dw  answured. 

"  Rise !  rise !  girl,  from  that  posture  of  obedi- 
<*tice,"  he  exclaimed  ;  "do  not  mock  your  father,  at 
least ;  you  that  tliink  yourself  so  much  above  him ; 
and  scarce  a  nonder  eitlier,  seeing  that  you  liave 
found  so  many  abettors  in  your  folly." 

Jeannette  had  instantly  obeyed  hin>,  for,  wiUi  all 
her  love,  she  felt  she  had  to  meet  a  neeeoaty, 
«ven  more  than  to  move  her  father's  pity  or  affee- 
tion  in  her  behalf. 

He  waited  awlrile.  "  Vou  do  not  talk  of  obey- 
ing me!  you  do  not  talk  of  returning  with  us  to 
Domremy,  where  all  might  be  forgiven ;  this  pain, 
this  heart-breaking  pnin.  And  all  forfrotten,  perhaps, 
inamoment,  if  you  had  but  said, '  Fattier,  I  will  go 
bad(  with  j-oii.' " 

Joaimette  could  not  speak  •  she  tried,  but  ahe 
bur«t  into  a  loud  fit  of  tears — an  anguish  such  u 
tKUie  Imd  witoeswd  bom  her  befori-,  even  by  Btealtb. 
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"You  will  kill  her,"  said  Catharine,  almost 
Rerooly,  "  you  will  kill  h«r,  ol<l  matt.  U'ould  to 
Heaven  rfie  wfre  my  daughter  !  See,  see,  ahe  is  a 
strong,  bravvi  girl,  and  bow  you  have  made  lier  aa 
weak  ait  a  willow  twig.  I  know  you  have  euSerad 
much."  continued  tho  good'hrartM  woman ;  "  but 
not  more,  not  to  much  at  sliti  hus;  ay,  for  your 
sake,  OS  I  dare  swear,  thottgh  *l\(i  makes  no  show 
of  it,  which  is  indeed  fitter  for  a  woman  tliun  a 
man." 

Jeannette  stayed  her  witli  a  supplicatory  glaac«, 
and  then  again  knelt  before  her  father. 

**  S[>ealc  then,  speak  1  what  will  you  do?  what 
would  jou  have  ?"  said  .)ac(|ues  d'Arc. 

"  Let  me  first  pray  of  you  to  liear  mc  patiently ," 
said  Jeannette ;  "  hear  me,  when  1  tell  you  truly 
that  there  is  nothing  OD  earth  that  I  love  a«  t  do 
yon  and  my  mother,  and  that  if  I  might  show  my 
low  in  all  as  you  would  have  me,  so  should  1  be 
hapjMor,  much  happier  on  earth,  than  I  ever  can  be 

DOW." 

"  Might  I''  exclaimed  Jacques. 

Jeannetta  waited  subnussircly,  but  he  said  no 
iDot«.  "  My  father,"  she  continued,  "  if  you  your- 
■df  were  bidden  by  those  whom  you  saw  and 
knew  to  he  of  anotlier  world,  happier  and  better, 
wiser  than  ourselves,  saints  of  Paradise,  sent  on  an 
errand  of  mercy  to  your  country,  to  do  that  which 
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would  save  it,  though  you  w^re  bidden  to  l«&ve  me, 
my  sister,  and  brothers,  and  my  d«aT  mother  hsr-  fl 
Mtir,  would  you  dare  to  ri>fu>i^!?  And  do  you 
Uiink  that  we  should  doubt  tltat  you  lored  us? 
Should  we  not  rather  put  all  tnist  in  tboee  wbom 
you  obeyed,  that  they  would  gitard  us  while  you 
werp  pmplojfHl  upon  Uie  work  which  HeaveD  en* 
joinnd  ?  Or  if  it  were  eren  so  that  in  tliat  work  you 
muct  porish,  tliough  we  murt  weep  and  be  afflicted 
as  if  our  own  euuIs  nvrc  bowed  down  to  d«ath  aho, 
yet  ihould  we  not  trust  in  their  comfort  and  in  their  _ 
promise  hereafter  ?  Do  you  roq|;et  poor  Colette  ?  fl 
It  she  not  now  better  and  hapiner,  oh  how  much 
happiiT,  tlian  wb  are !  You  are  not  one  to  iwoff 
at  tlnit  which  is  to  come,  or  to  Uiink  we  periih  all 
whtto  WP  dio." 

Jacques  bowed  rev>eiently. 

"  That  1  am  t-njuincd  in  biddvn  me  by  blmsml 
spirits,  who  know  all  that  is  to  coine,"  alie  oon-  ■ 
Unued.  "  All  has  happened  and  is  happening  *^^| 
they  have  bidden,  even  to  the  riang  of  those  who 
believe  me  not  in  my  behalf,  or  rather  in  behalf  of 
that  I  am  to  do.  1  know  I  am  a  poor  simple  girl, 
not  thinking  mywlf  wiM-r  and  better  than  my  pa- 
reots,  as  you  Mid  i  hut  th<-n  is  it  for  nich  u  one  to 
l«aBtG<)nunands  ao  given,  and  which  ore  m  comiag 
to  pass  around  me,  tliat  wore  my  will  toopposathe 
Voices  that  speak  tome,  either  against  my  own  «n- 
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Kvoun,  should  I  be  borne  on  their  path,  or  perish 
[in  resisting  them  1  Vou  would  not  urge  me  eo  to 
[(«bey  you  a«  that  1  oiUBt  die  accursed  !" 

"  No,  no  I  not  that !  ytm  tuke  my  meaning 
.•miss,  uk]  my  wordt  <lo  nut  «ome  to  me  as  they 
Ltbould  to  answer  you,"  said  Jacquee. 

"  Say  that  you  should  lose  your  daughter,  lose 
}b«r  for  this  life,  assuredly  not  for  ever,"  continued 
J«fnu)ette ;   "  for  what   can  be  so  mudi  my  hope 
,  is  that,  Hk  only  boon  1  liftvc  tutked,  peace  in  heSTen, 
l,a*  to  meet  you  there  i  say  titat  for  a  few  years  we 
;  are  parted,  dear  father ;  would  you  give  notliing 
■[to  your  king  and  to  Fiatice  ?    Will  not  the  war 
gcome  soon  to  your  very  door,  and  do  you  grudge 
L'  even  your  child's  Ufti  to  hold  it  back  bravely,  when, 
if  she  stay,  kIio  will  but  full  ^liami-ftilly  aii<i  miser- 
ably witli  ytiu,  with  my  molln'r,  willi  all  ?     I  do 
not  go  forth  U(  dUhoiiour  you,  but  1o  shew  in  the 
eyea  of  tbc  warriors  what  your  blood  will  dare  fat 
the  right.    I  am  wnt  by  the  king's  lieutenant  here, 
aGcom)xinie<t  by  men  tliat  you  yourself  regard  and 
respect,  to  do,  if  it  may  prosper,  as  I  know  it  is  to 
.  prosper,  the  greatest  d«ed  tliat  has  been  done  in 
FVtHicv  iiinc«  it  lias  been  a  realm.  Oh,  not  for  vain 
>  gloiyi  i^*^  '''^  i^vaa  you  may  have  pridt;  in  it ;  but 
sorely  this  is  no  errand  of  disgrace  or  sliame.    No, 
my  owi»  iii,-ftr  latJker,  you  may  perhaps  sorrow  for 
me,  Diat  i^  in  the  will  of  Heaven ;  but  you  shall  not 
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have  to  blush  for  me,  that  it  is  in  Heaven's  grace 
Knd  promise  to  keep  fioni  us  both." 

Jacques  made  no  answer,  but  Isabel  laid  her 
daught«r's  hand  in  his ;  he*  tromblMl.  but  li«  did 
not  put  it  from  bim. 

"  And  now,"  she  rcmiinod,  "  judge  for  me,  my 
father :  I  am  not  afraid  that  you  ehould  do  so,  it 
you  will  think  kindly,  and  believe  me,  and  love 
me.  Ultut  am  I  to  dor  and  oh  I  thorn  is  a  com- 
mand from  you,  which  would  make  mc  «o  happy. 
Dare  1  t«ll  you  what  it  it't" 

She  pauaed ;  he  made  no  reply.  "  In  your  own 
words  it  would  be  much  tweeter  titan  if  you  should 
Mty  '  yes,'  to  mine ;  but  I  will  tell  you  if  you  do  not 
forbid  me [  'Go  forth,  Jeannetle ;  my  offering  to 
my  country  j  let  tliy  obedience  to  Heaven  bo  alao 
thy  obedience  to  me,  and — and—'"  her  raco  Al- 
tered— "  '  so  let  its  blessing,  which  I  hare  hcst  right 
on  earth  to  speuk,  rest  on  thee,  and  protper  thoa."* 

"  TItat  would  Ixt  a  hanl  ta*k  to  wt  me,  Jeao:, 
nelt«,"  said  her  fatluir ;  "  but  tay  the  word* 
agwn." 

As  Bho  repeated  tliem  nearly  word  for  woni, 
Jao(]ues  d'Arc  grasped  my  ehoulder,  as  if  to  bid  me 
carefully  attend  to  them.  "  We  have  talked 
enougli  for  this  time,"  said  he  then  more  calmly ; 
"  I  would  not  hav«  j-ou  do  that  is  wrong  or 
foolish,  or  neglect  what   is  rightfully  cnjoioad 
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Hmv«o  hetp  me\  for  I  am  tiorc  beset,  and  have 
ni^'d  of  iMtUtr  senw,  perhi^».  tlian  any  of  my  own." 
At  this  inonKnt  Bertraad  de  Puulengy  came 
ioto  the  houMi ;  beiog  the  neighbour  of  JcuK^ueB 
d'Arc,  attd  much  regarded  by  all  witliin  his  in- 
fluenoe,  tlie  ItonoBt  cultivator  was  glad  to  have 
some  one  ftilh  whom  he  might  reason  In  his  per* 
{laxity  ;  but  before  he  sjjoke  to  him  lie  whimpered 
"  Young  clerk,  you  remember  these  words ; 
pku«  you  to  write  them  down  for  me,  so  that  tliey 
may  be  read  to  me  oi^n,  and  kept,  if  need  be."^ 
Ho  then  approached  Pouleng)-  witii  much  respect ; 
lir  conference  vas  long,  and  wltim  it  became 
unwarily  earnest,  Poulengy  led  tlie  way  into  ttie 
street,  and  they  walked  some  time  in  eager  conver- 
sation. 

Jeannettc  hung  upon  her  moUier's  neck,  prattled 

,  witl)  Iter  of  home,  and  the  tilings  alie  hod  left  tlieie, 

like  a  child.     "1  make  you  one  sure  promise,"  she 

nid,  *'tltat,  come  what  will,  I  sliall  always  love 

Domremy,  and  tho«e  in  it  best  of  all ;  ay,  and  1  will 

try  to  love  Uwm  just  aa  1  do  now,  for  I  will  watch 

inj  heart   for  your  sake,  and  keep  it  away  from 

Llaxury  and  grandeur,  so  that  when  my  career  citd«, 

land  it  is  told  to  me  that  it  shell  not  be  long,  I  may 

hspin  again  by  yuur  side,  and  be  once  more  your 

>  belpmatt!.     And  now  let  us  not  think  of  what  w  to 

I -come,  but  take  tlie  time  tltere  remains  to  us,  to-day, 

u  b 
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aiMl  to-moTTDw,  and  the  next  day,  K»d  l«t  me  toad 
upon  joa  hem ;  it  will  do  ine  much  good ;   md  all 
that  \*  nenlfu)  for  me  ix  ready,  so  Umt  I  hnv«  no- 
tiiing  to  do,  but  to  lore  and  serve  you  and  tiiy  fattey^ 
if  he  will  let  me  do  m^  | 

As  soon  as  I  liad  finished  my  recxtid,  and  I  noted 
more  than  1  was  bidden,  I  was  accosted  by  Durmod 
Laxarl.  Jeannctte  and  her  mudMrwrrv  gaiw,  and 
he  related  to  me  his  pcrpk'jcity  about  furnishing 
Jeannettc  with  the  horee.  "  I  would  much  rather," 
be  said,  "  tJiat  we  should  be  able  to  famish  her 
well  out  of  our  own  means,  tlian  that  abe  ahould  be 
obliged  to  these  gentlemen  for  all ;  let  them  aid 
bar  as  they  ere  disposed ;  and  it  is  much  that  thvy 
do  to  aceompony  her ;  bat  1  would  not  havu  heraa 
a  beggar  to  lliL-in,  asking  for  every  thing.  If  ynu 
will  lend  me  tlic  r««t  of  tho  maavj,  it  sliall  go  hud 
but  1  will  repay  yoa,  evtin  if  she  have  never  Hie 
meajus." 

VMtat  answer  I  made  to  this  needs  not  to  be 
written ;  1  had  more  tlian  money  mou^,  and  I 
gave  it  with  joy  on  her  behalf,  whoso  will  I  would 
have  served  with  all.  Nor  did  my  ta^k  end  lien ; 
Jacques  d'Arc,  wIiom  habit  of  {latvrnal  authority, 
founded  on  my  former  hopca,  and  indeed  ptubably 
the  heavier  thoughts  he  ha<i  to  bear,  made 
little  sparing  of  my  wrvices,  desintched  m** 
Uonuemy  and  Bourlemont,  charging  his  son,  Pier 
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(0  cORMi  to  hitn  at  ODce,  equipped,  in  cace  tbo  nvetl 
should  be,  for  a  long  journey.  "  For  wiiicli,'*  nid 
Iw, "  he  may  take  tlw  best  bonw  from  my  ficldji,  nod 
all  that  I  have  that  lie  may  want.  Do  uut  look  at 
me,  man,'*  lie  continued  j "  but  give  me  tlie  paper  I 
axked  you  to  write,  and  b^one,  and  use  good  dili- 
goa&tf  and  think  wltat  you  please,  but  sny  notllingj 
[.for  I  mywlf  know  not  yot  wliut  inuy  bf  in  my  httart." 

I  went  to  fetch  tltc  pap«>r,  and  Durnnd  Laxart 
returned  from  tiic  purchase  of  tlie  horse,  as  I  came 
to  tim  docNT  of  Uenri*s  shop. 

H0  aturti'd  ws  bu  caw  his  broUier-m-luw  in  liiti 
path,  but  diucked  hii  eurprtse,  and  stood  awaiting 
the  oUMtV  spoecJi.  Jaccgwui  d'Arc  gnxod  on  him 
for  a  moment,  and  then  lieM  out  bis  hand,  and 
grasped  Uurand's  as  it  was  placed  in  it. 

"  BroUuir,"  taid  Jacques,  "you  could  luive  no 
design  to  rob  aw  of  my  cliitd ;  if  you  had,  I  sliould 
seiie  jrou  as  I  would  a  wolf ;  but  you  could  not ;  it 
isn't  in  a  mairs  breast,  in  a  futher's,  as  you  are 
now,  to  do  it ;  so,  as  to  the  rrst.  what  wiu  (o  cotnu 
would  oome  ;  w«  livo  in  n  world  we  can't  under- 
atand ;  but  wo  must  try  and  bear  it,  nevcrtltel«H." 

Duraiid  staiumered  out  a  word  or  two,  grasped 
hi*  brother-in-law's  ^Ixnildvr  with  his  disengaged 
hand,  and  lliuy  hotii  walked  into  Henri's  house. 

As  to  myself,  there  was  little  need  to  bid  me  um 
(lillgODoe ;  it  was  no  small  cfTurt  for  me  to  leave 
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Vaucouleura  at  all ;  but  1  felt  1  might  be  rendering 
her  a  wvlcume  service  ;  and  I  set  out  for  Domreiny 
l>y  one  in  tliv  nflcrnoon ;  ut  Maxt-y  1  had  a  horea 
which  enabled  im-  to  nrach  Uie  village  eaaily  before 
darit ;  and  at  tlie  cottage,  which  \*ad  been  the  scmt 
of  N  many  hopes  and  Borrows  to  myntf,  u  w*)l  aa 
otlicrs,  I  related  to  Catharine,  and  to  the  two 
brothiTS,  Janiuemin  and  Petit  inut.  what  had  oc- 
curred, and  told  thcni  my  MumiimH  aa  to  the  futunj. 

Early  in  the  nioming  I  found  Pierre  at  Bonrl»- 
mont  i  nor  could  1  altogetlier  conceive  the  cause  of 
hi*  oxe««nvc  delight  at  my  message.  That  it  was 
possible  he  mi^^ht  go  to  the  court  at  Chinon  was, 
to  be  sure,  a  lofty  step  for  a  young  ambitious  soldifrr ; 
the  roj-stery  was  solvi-d  when  I  beheld  the  colour 
in  liM  cheeks,  as  the  lady  of  Buurlemont  churgci 
him  with  kind  greetings,  slwuld  ))0  chiuicv  to 
Marie  dc  la  MeiDcmye.  He  wan  di'miiocd  with 
honour  by  Uie  Seigueur,  and  bid<Ie»  to  return 
■bould  no  better  fortune  open  to  him,  and  a  light 
Itaubcrk  wax  ttost^iwod  on  him  as  the  present  best 
befitting  his  journey,  and  some  few  coins  for  bfa 
needs ;  for  tlie  nobility  of  the  country  pArt«,  who 
draw  their  living  aitd  clotliing  from  their  lands, 
have  seldom  heavj*  purses,  »ave  wlien  the  contrail 
are  got  together  for  a  special  need. 

I^rro  and   I  went  together  to  Domremy,  and 
thsn  rode  on  at  onec  to  Vaucouleurs,  reucliing 
toon  after  noon. 
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}•  I  fttaul  there  long  tttiutiglitn  know  timt  J«an- 
nette's  puqxne  HtiU  appoaroi)  to  Iiold  for  tlie  Sun- 
Kjr;  and  I  then  retinal  lo  Maxcy,  t<>  put  in  jirat-- 
:  a,  plun  of  my  own.  I  put  my  mother  in  full 
of  my  loadfl,  a»d  indeed  all  that  1  poe- 
1,  and  coniigood  her  to  the  cbarg«  of  tbow 
wliom  the  iicnwlf  had  been  for  many  yvu* 
ohed,  pronitsng  tliat,  tliouM  uo  <:\mx\l  l>e  given 
to  the  Burgundian  succeasea,  so  as  to  Leave  tlie 
voUt^  of  tiM  Mcuae  still  secure,  that  I  would 
return ;  tliough  u  Maxey  was  stilt  considervd  a 
village  of  tliat  party,  through  oonstmned,  for  the 
at,  to  truce  witii  the  Anuagnoo,  her  position 
there  was,  perhaps,  less  <latigeroua  than  it  oould 
be  ID  any  other  part  of  France . 

With  some  few  valuables  eaaly  to  he  dispoted  of, 
mchas  chaioa,andajeweIor  two  of  no  grnit  price, 
.  with  sonw  crown*  in  my  ponte,  I  cotuidrred 
nywlf  wealthy  «nougtt  for  my  own  expeuM«,  aod 
that  1  ought  posoibly  be  enabled  to  nipply  othen 
.  oaed.  Under  a  very  phiiii  aiid  nomewluit  worn 
nircnat,  1  won--  a  very  light  ringml  Itahan 
oS  mail ;  and  I  pUud  mace,  dagger,  and 
■Old,  at  my  girdle.  I  had  a  very  light  helmet, 
•  vuor  to  bac^  at  ny  wddlp-bmrt  for  1 
.  hot  much  fcrdisgiiiwdoftiDOtiaadtook 
a  itrga  dindin(r  hot  for  ny  uraal  weonog. 

Neithac  ray  hone  aor  my  habit  Iwl  been  leeii  by 
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Jeannette,  and  Uiiu  was  I  ready  to  keep  my  vow 
af  ODrecogDized  aenice  to  her.  My  equipment 
WOB  no  unusual  procBution  in  those  days ;  and  I 
was  glad  to  believe,  as  !  made  the  best  attempt  i 
could  to  survey  myself,  that  1  rather  appeannl  one  ■ 
to  be  diunned  as  likely  to  takp,  tJian  to  be  pursuud 
as  likely  to  yield  any  vatuablG  E{x>il.  I  Uft  all 
rvady,  and  the  next  morning,  putting  on  my  uturi  , 
attire,  repaired  to  \'auoouleur«.  fl^^f 

Thix  was  the  )a«t  iluy  Jeaanetto  was  to  itvmn^^ 
among  h«r  frientK  AlUiougli  Pierre  aloutr  had 
been  bidden  to  cotn«  to  bur,  lier  othor  brothers  and 
HBter  had  confided  the  eotlage  at  l>onu«mjr  to 
tlwir  neighboure,  and  had  walked  over  the  day 
beforv,  urn\-ing  after  nightiiill.  Many  oUiers,  of 
her  companionit  oiwcially,  came  in  from  ttiu  village 
in  the  course  of  the  day ;  and  it  wa«  well  Uttt  tbay 
did,  for  Uieir  arrival  di^urbed,  if  it  did  not  alle- 
viate, the  aadnea*  of  tlio&e  who  were  to  part,  a  wd- 
DMs  shared  by  Jeannette  folly  and  unafibetadly. 
Thv!  pride  too  which  they  expreaecd  in  tltnir  follow- 
countrywoman  was  a  relief  to  Jacques  d'Arc;  tbair 
implicit  belief  in  her  now  authoriied  nitsnon  seoiiMd 
to  inBuonc«  his  own  opinions,  and  their  affectiooata 
prai»e«  of  her,  though  tht^y  moved  htm,  be  joined  in 
or  beard  with  ntiaAiction.  Many,  eepecially  of 
her  own  sex  who  loved  her  tenderly,  radmvoured  to 
panuade  her  to  renounce  the  dangero)i«  entorpriie. 
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**  Is  not  the  country  iuU  of  tbo  BurgundiaiM  ?" 
nxked  one. 

"  I  (ear  no  men-at-srma,"  site  rppbe^l ; "  bo  then 
as  DMuijr  ax  tluire  may,  the  road  will  b<f  op«ti  for 
me  I  the  rtraigth  which  gives  them  Btrenglh  will 
leul  me  tn  the  Daupbiu." 

Others  pressed  round  her  to  i^itemte  and  mfora 
such  pleadings,  bat  ahe  stAjiped  tliero  with  few 
words.  "  It  is  for  that  that  I  am  bom,"  tin  nid  ; 
then  turning  to  matters  for  which  nlie  felt  a  real 
care,  ahe  charged  than  all  to  love  and  honour  her 
pcu«nt£,  oa  ahe  might,  if  die  were  aufiered  to  »• 
main  at  home ;  and  told  them  that  their  promise  of 
it  was  to  her  both  ccmifort  and  aid.  Eofh  had 
brought  her  something  for  remembrance,  if  not  fur 
uae ;  and  by  the  ereDJng,  not  only  many  of  Imh-  own 
hamlet,  and  of  Oreux,  but  from  the  otlier  wljac-ent 
nllagM,  had  come  in  to  witnees  the  monrow's 
event,  and  to  wi^h  her  prosperity.  Thn  w^ralher 
WM  clear  and  propitiotu ;  and  tlie  inhabitants  of 
Vaocouleurs,  themeelve*  much  interested  by  the 
oecaciaa,  threw  oiien  their  doon  to  those  who 
dumed  bat  alight  acquaintance. 

I  had  watched  toDg  ami  painfully  the  •upprenad 
emotiooB  of  those  vho  were  moit  endeared  to  me ; 
and  when  at  hist  I  Ir/l  them,  casting  many  a  linger- 
ing look  to  Vaneouleurs,  1  returned  to  my  own 
hoow,  delcnnilied  oo(  again  to  be  •»«  by  Jma- 
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nette  in  my  own  cbamcter,  unless  I  might  render 
her  effectual  aid  by  no  other  means,  or  until  I 
migltt  cluim  nt  lcu«t  honest  tltanks  for  wliKt  I  hod 
pcrfoniicd.  And  then  cumc  the  full  flow  of  imagina- 
tion back  u{Kin  me,  with  all  its  dreams  of  promise. 
What  else  could  bear  youth  through  tlw  adventam 
which  it  makes  a  delight,  or  paint  a  harvest  for 
exertions  which  of^cu  reap  no  oUier  reward  ? 

It  was  on  this  very  night  that  the  dufeatdd  army 
of  the  Count  du  Clermont  vn-re  retiring  from  the 
fatal  field  of  Rouvray,  to  spread  disappointmtrnt  and 
indignation  among  Die  citizvne  of  Orleans, 
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Tbk  raomiDg  of  the  appointoii  Sunday,  th^  iJjtli 
of  February,  rose  bright,  clear,  and  gonial  at  Vau- 
couleurs ;  tbe  groun<l  wfva  still  deep  in  snow  in  muuy 
places,  aod  the  thaw  seemed  to  threaten  fre»]i  difli- 
eultics  on  thu  roads,  lu  well  as  new  dangers  from 
thu  riv«n.  Of  tliia  Jeonnette  was  aware ;  but  the 
day  was  cumv,  and  tti«  peril  must  swell  into  de> 
■traction  which  could  stay  her. 

By  tlto  duwn  of  day  I  was  in  tlio  strc«t  of  Vau- 
couleurs,  near  tlie  churvli,  ajiparclUnl  in  my  lh«n 
unuKual  dnm,  with  my  horse's  rein  in  my  hand  ;  I 
used  him  also  as  a  shield  from  all  recognition,  for 
little  of  my  face  could  be  seen  between  his  crest  and 
my  hat  He  was  a  gallant  steed,  on  whose  fleet- 
mettle,  and  sUvngtli,  1  could  equally  rely,  to 
bl«  mo  to  kM[>  pan  with,  or  paxH  al  pleasurv,  a 
party  of  eight,  who  could  not  be  all  equally  mounted, 
,  and  many  of  wliom  could  not  take  the  inor«  difficult 
|ibtJi>,  over  which  1  knew  that  my  horse  would 
bear  me  readily. 
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At  daybreak  tlic  b«U  ■Dan(1>'<t  from  tlte  Blee[4e, 
and  Uic  pojiutalion  of  VauoouUtire,  increased  as  it 
was,  began  to  pour  towards  th«  church.  My  heart 
beat  quickly,  and  my  breath  cam^  with  difficulty, 
as  I  looked  townrdi;  tlic  tiouse  of  Henri,  ju»t  hidden 
by  a  comer  of  tlic  lone,  which  kid  by  a  flight  of 
fftops  from  th«  main  street  to  the  castle.  The  bona 
wliicli  l>urand  and  I  had  purchased,  and  two  others 
well  caparisoned,  wer«  hekl  by  two  serving  men, 
also  well  mounted,  as  near  as  ttiey  could  be  to  the 
houie.  S 

Towanis  Dmm  aU  €>jw  were  tunwd,  nod  a 
■annrmur,  which  aoon  becaaw  a  thoul,  told  titat 
their  masters  ii{^)roachcd.  Jeannette  came  forth 
in  tlic  drvM  givim  her  by  Norelompont,  with  him  and 
PoulfTfimr ;  her  father  and  mother  w«re  on  each  aide 
ofln'r;  her  brothers,  her  !ii&t«r,  and  Durnnd  lAxart, 
witli  ilenri  and  C'attuirine,  prewed  ctoae  after  her. 
All  walked  un  towards  tlic  church,  the  grooms  fol- 
lowing  with  ttie  horses ;  Jeannctte  was  in  earnest 
ocnvenation  with  her  father  and  mother,  who  wept 
and  GtroTin  to  miile  alternately. 

Ttiey  had  no  sooner  rracliod  the  principal  door, 
greet*(l,  after  tlic  first  ebutUtion  tliat  annouBOwl 
them,  rather  vitli  tlie  respcctAil  blesaiiig^  thao  tiu 
acclainalions  of  the  people,  wlwn  Bawlricotirt,  wHli 
many  gentlemen,  all  armed  cap-i>pii^,  and  GoHat 
de  Vieune  in  a  plain  mantle  instead  of  his  punoi- 
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vtBt's  drees,  and  attended  ij  an  archer  also 
moantoJ,  rode  down  from  the  otiier  end  <^  the 
•tjeut,  which  had  an  easier  acoesa  by  a  winding 
road  than  thi>  steps  which  passed  by  Urari's  house. 
Thcjr  instantly  dismounted,  Uirew  their  reins  to 
their  attendants,  and  entered  the  church,  followed 
by  Jeanoatti't  party.  I  abaodoned  my  hone  to 
the  tare  of  a  boy  left,  to  watch  at  a  door,  and 
roahed  on  with  tiie  crowd. 

A  short  mass  was  said  by  tlie  priest,  in  which  all 
his  auditory  awiitted  with  unusual  ferrour.  Then 
^  rase  Robert  de  Boudrioourt,  and  called  before  him 
all  who  were  to  attend  on  the  maiden  in  her  jour- 
ney^— the  gentlemen,  the  pursuivant,  tJie  servitors, 
and,  last.  Pierre  d'Arc.  At  his  command  they  knelt 
bofore  the  altar,  and  then  the  sacramcot  was  ad- 
mioisterrd  to  tlitin,  whereby  to  swear  to  the  oath 
which  Robert  de  Baudricourt,  standing  erect,  prey* 
aooooed,  the  priest  and  tlten  tlie  communicants  re- 
sponding. 

it  waa  that  they  stiould  guan)  with  their  livci< 
the  pereon  and  honour  of  the  maiden,  tempt  or 
molest  hor  unworthily  ix-ithcr  by  act  nor  word, 
and  do  their  diivoir  to  bring  her  sulit  and  uuliunn«d 
to  King  Charles  at  Chinun :  — "  whotn  (lod  pr«s 
serve  in  \m  rightful  kingdom  many,  many  years  !" 
eoncluded  the  Captain  of  Vaucouleurs,  to  which  all 
a^oMod  "  AnwD. 
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Bau<lricourt  unbucUed  from  liU  side  the  trurty 
sword  lic>  wnTP,«iid  pm«nt«d  H  t»  Die  girl ;  then  re- 
membering his  promise  to  liimsclf  to  exhibit  no  faith 
won  only  from  Ills  feelings,  lie  merely  added ; — 
"Go, ajid  comeof  it  whatmay  !"  Jeannettc  bowed 
low. 

There  wus  no  more  to  do  but  that  which  each 
felt  needful  to  his  hearty  and  could  not  complete 
were  tliK  time  ever  so  lingered.  Jacqoee  d'Arc, 
Isabel,  all  her  relations,  hung  upon  Iter  alternately 
m  sti«  moved  slowly  to  the  door,  CitUiarine  alone 
interposing  with  theni  to  apnre  her.  She  took  par- 
ticular and  kind  leave  of  each,  giving  some  Uttle 
token  of  remembrance,  aa  if  she  had  prepared  tlicm, 
then  collected  her  strength,  and  sprang  forward  to 
Iter  honte.  I  thought,  indeed,  that  slie  looked  as  if 
slie  exjiected  to  si>e  one  face  more,  but  I  restraine*! 
myself  from  rushing  to  her  side. 

She  Itad  the  bridle  in  her  hand,  and  her  foot  ww 
already  at  Uie  stimip,  when  her  father's  voice 
reached  her— he  came  up  to  her  again— she  knelt. 
He  began  tlie  words  which  slie  ha<l  spoken  to  him, 
and  which  I  liad  written  down ;  but  his  voice  fal- 
tered, be  could  not  tay  more  than  tlie  wont 
"Blea» — "     Jeonnette  rushed  upon  his  neck.  ^ 

He  turned  to  Isa1>el,  and  took  frooi  her  a  ring. 

"  It  is  one  you  had  left  at  Domrpmy,  that 
your  fuUtor   gave  you,  that  yuu  would  not 
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Vmy,"  mid  Catliiuine,  who  Itod  lieurd  all  tlie  night 
before,  aiiii  wiu  Uw  only  one  vctio  could  fiod  voictt 
exjiJain.  She  put  it  on  her  fiagor,  thim  row 
with  0D«  vuult  into  Her  Mdill«,  und  with  but  oq« 
glance  buk  urgvd  her  lioncon  Uirou|rhtbe«treets, 

here  aoine  pnyml,  some  cri«l,  shout«d,  ble*wd 
ber,  pressed  to  talctt  her  liand. 

At  last  the  party  wc>ri>  out  of  ught,  and  I  saw 
that  ilacques  d'Arc  and  Isabel  were  safely  tended 
hy  Uieir  kind  tioate.     They  Iiad  followed  Jeanoette 

ith  tboir  eyes  till  she  disappeared,  and  then  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  whispering  one  word  of  comfort 
totiiein  : — "  I  WHt4:li  for  her  too;"  Mid  1  rodeaAer 
to  mark  bi;r  route  and  bo  puntu«  it. 

The  neigbbourliood  of  Vaucouleurs,  e^cially 
towards  the  weat  and  north,  was  then  much  infested 
iby  the  Burgundiaii  bunds,  precursors  of  the  larger 
forcn  which  were  ready  to  pour  in  us  soon  »t  votxM 
few  towns  nhould  have  yielded.  The»  robbcr-sol- 
dii-rs  Buudricnurt  kept  welt  from  the  town  and  the 
poaseaaions  of  its  inhabitants,  but  he  had  no  force 
to  puraue  tbem  further  witliout  leaving  his  main 
cliarge  ill  dufcndud.  Hu  had  cautioiMxl  Bc-itnind 
de  Poulengy  and  Jeaunette  herself  of  tJiii ;  and 
iCoUrt  de  Vienne,  whose  peaceful  avocation  and 
uentljr  important  trusts  bade  him  avoid  dangers, 
strongly  the  noceesity  of  procwding  cuu- 
itioualy>  at  least  till  the  more  dangerous  part  of  tha 
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road,  which  a  clay  or  two  wouVd  cUor,  should 
passed. 

But  this  as  little  suitetl  the  natural  temper  as 
the  immediate  wishes  of  Jeaniiette.  "  Forward,  in 
the  nanifi  of  Heaven  !"  was  her  reply  to  their 
ctntioos ;  "  it  is  promised  mo  that  w«  shall  arrive 
in  safety.  Hare  you  aot  seen  that  wliot  I  tiave 
told  you  has  come  to  pass  ?  l>oes  not  every  day 
bring  US  news  of  tlie  king's  need  ?  May  not  Bome 
dreadful  loss  hare  fallen  upon  bim,  eren  again, 
which  requires  our  haste  ?  That  tliought  has  been 
witli  me  and  urg<*d  me  on  when  I  stiould  else  pet- 
haps  have  faltered  in  my  task,  as  yesterday  1  had 
KNoe  temptstioD,  Forward,  tlioee  w)to  are  brave, 
and  to  those  who  are  not  1  promise  what  they  care 
for— •ociirity." 

Nor  was  it  long  before  their  fimmeas  was  put  tO' 
Mnie  test ;  the  floods  had  increased  much  since  the 
morning,  and  in  some  of  the  valleys  the  roads 
appeared  impassable.  Jc^m  de  Hoonecom't,  a 
faithful  but  romowhnt  overcautious  servitor,  rod* 
up  to  his  mast«r,  aiid  ropmmitad  to  bim  that  hhu- 
sclf  and  Julian,  the  follower  of  Messire  Bertrand  de 
PouIcDgy,  who  knew  well  the  road  tliey  vrera 
taking,  wen*  assur«<l  tlwt  to  lord  the  stream  which 
ll^  bafon-  th^nn  in  the  bottom  was  impossible  :  nay, 
Haaler  Richard,  tl>c  archer  sent  ta  a  guard  to 
GoUet  da  Vienne  in  particuktr,  alttiough  bi-ing  a 


I 


THE  MAID  or  ORLEANS. 


143 


•oUier,  be  might  not  speak  out,  waa  clearly  of  Uieir 
■dvic*,  tlmt  it  was  madness  to  attempt  it. 

Bui  Jennnctta's  eye,  accustomed  belter  tJmn 
tlieir'i  to  mark  xuch  signs  as  indicated  the  eafetjr 
of  h«r  &tlK'r*E  liones  and  cattle  in  such  a  cafe,  as 
tiie  dir«clioii  of  th^  paths,  the  height  of  Uie  WW  of 
trees  ahovu  the  wnl«r,  its  colour  and  brcailth  in 
places,  witliout  replying  to  tJu-ir  advice,  doiilied  on. 
Her  horse  forded  tlic  Htrvatn  diuily,  luul  tlte  rest 
followed,  the  maleconteata  in  no  better  humour  for 
thie  pmetical  exposure. 

Pattiee  of  foragers,  in  numbers  eitceeding  their 
[own,  were  seen  from  time  to  time  in  the  distance 
those  who  rode  forward  as  scouts.     "  On  t"  waa 
'  Btill  her  reply  to  tbeir  information  ;  "  you  ore  safe." 
BvTtnind  dv   PouU-ngy  i^vcri  vxjxwtulatcd  with 
Ikr  on  wliat  appeared  to  him  temerity.     "  What 
surety, "  said  she,    "  have  you  among  the  many 
teeming  perils  that  muxt  of  ii&^  be  around  iw,  but 
my  word  tiutt  you  Bhull  escape  from  tliem?  hut  you 
Lseed  a  reason ;  ia  not  to  change  our  course  aud  avoid 
thmn  a  juroof  that  we  are  not  of  ttwir  party  ?  On  t 
Did  you  expect  tliat  suuh  an  entorprize  was  to  ba 
wilbout  its  trial?  Am  1  to  Uionk  you  for  your  guard, 
when  1  might  with  better  saiiity  and  dearer  reli- 
ance haw  wEilkG<d  onward  by  myself?" 

Tbcw  words  were  huard  by  all,  but  aorae  were 
ratiier  irritated  ttian  reaMun»d  by  them,  and  every 
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Iresh  inflancfi  of  daring,  however  succeeaful,  ciilj 
incrcoMHl  tlivir  wmtlt 

*'  Yw,"  cried  John  of  Honncamrt,  "  we  hav 
had  tlie  luck  to  fall  in  witli  inan;  fooU  this  do;, 
tliey  would  have  taken  us,  that  in,  our  mastvn,  fo 
such  as  we  are  Kldotn  put  to  raiuoni,  they  wttli 
accounts  with  us  at  once  a«d  for  ever  ;  but  we  wui 
meet  with  some  leader  that  lias  rath«r  more  comiiui 
sense  llian  our  own  at  last,  or  it  U  strange,  inc 
and  then  counsel  will  conut  rntlwr  of  the  lateet." 

Scarcely  liud  he  thus  givvn  vent  to  his  npf 
hunKicni«,  when  Ridiard,  who  had  bot^n  desjiatct 
in  (rout,  rode  back  at  speed, and, at  a  slight  tumtt 
of  th«  road  by  a  wood  about  a  mile  off,  came  iiq 
aight  much  Eucb  a  compan}-  as  would  give  reasouat: 
ground  for  fear. 

"  There  aro'full  twenty,"  said  Ricliard,  "  comingl 
straight  hitlicr,  and  under  ft  luniier  that  1  knoWj 
wullf  being  no  other  than  that  of  De  Bretcml ;  Uioyl 
havD  no  other  way  to  take,  and   we  must  pass 
them." 

"  Dash  into  the  wood,"  said  Collet  de  \'iem»e  j] 
and  already  the  servitors  prepared  to  obey  liim. 

"  You  are  tlion  lost,"  said  Jcannette  j  "  desert 
meif  you  will,  break  youruatlis  ifyou  may  I  Ishtll 
pass  on." 

"  Forward,"  slioutetl   Pierre,   and  acted  as 
■polw. 


THE  MAID  OF  OSLBANS. 


\4i 


"Seel  ice!"  cried  Julian;  *'yoQdoT,iKarth(>in,  is 
the  vetj  man  wltom  1  have  bvfuru  scon  twice  on  uur 
pBtb  tliLi  ilay,  and  I  tliiiik  )iv  vas  bvfora  the  church 
at  V'aucouleunt  —  ho  Iia*  foliowol  and  tracked  u». 
I  know  him  bj  liiti  buff  coat  and  lai^gc  hat,  and  llio 
mouse^ooloured  horse  he  rides,  a  better  one  thaii  it 
looks  [  Gee,  be  dtop*  and  t4klks  with  thmi,  and  jKunts 
to  us.  If  I  may  speak  for  tny  life,  back  !  for  we 
are  beevt  ami  betrayed." 

"  I  tell  you  it  is  too  late,"  thundered  tlie  voice  of 
Jeoonettv  ;  "  thvy  bad  murkt^d  us  Irom  tlio  lirst, 
marked  ttie  archer  who  ri-xle  back  to  ue,  when  lo 
gootl  caution,  he  *hould  but  havi;  made  a  feint  to 
Iialt,  and  so  let  us  rejoin  him.  Are  vre  not  eight  ? 
Tliink  you  that  any  eight  of  them  have  such  cause 
to  stake  their  lives  as  we  have  ?  Forward,  and  the 
first  onset  shall  make  tlie  odd«  nearer  to  even  if  you 
have  coura^  —  which  is  all  you  have  to  trust  to 
now.     Forward  !" 

Pierre  kept  his  Iwne  m  in  ailvancc  of  lii*  Ulster 
to  protect  her,  John  of  Noveloiiijxiiit  rode  directly 
forward  with  luir,  determined  to  perish  for  tier,  if 
he  could  by  i»  otiier  means  keep  his  swoni  word, 
and  Bertram!  de  Poulengy  pressed  on^  too,  but 
rather  to  withhold  tlian  to  encourage  her. 

"  If  you  are  wise,"  exclaimed  Collet  de  Vienne, 
"  you  will  take  froni  her  all  conduct  in  this  jour> 
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"  She  should  be  put  in  a  place  of  surety, 
be  donjon  near,  &ad  tliere   ]e(\,"   cripd  John  of 
Honnecourt;  "  for  men's  lives  should  not  be  tru» 
to  such  mud  guidance." 

"On!"  again  shouted  Jeannette;  andfho,  Pierroi 
and  Kovelompont,  dashed  forward  at  speed,  wliUe 
Bcrlrond  disdained  to  be  left  behind  tliem. 

But  what  wait  the  amnKemom  of  tlK  timorouj 
retainer*,  when  Uioy  «aw  the  larger  party,  who  hud 
been  watching  tli^ir  movements,  put  alto  s]mr«  to 
their  horses,  and  betake  iheroselves  to  flight  in  an 
opposite  direction  !  Ashamed  as  well  as  wondering, 
they  followed  through  the  now  clour  road,  and  in 
li*^  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  no  trarn  of  enemies 
could  be  seen.  Tlic  abashed  followers  oonsidored  it 
no  less  tlian  a  miracle  :  a  marvel,  and  a  providtntial 
fortune  it  was,  doubtless ;  but  the  interpositionij 
may  be  supposed,  was  mine. 

Actjuaiuted  from  childiiood  with  all  the  Bui^fun 
dtan  tokene,  and,  more  than  that,  disciplined 
their  habit  of  speaking,  my  own  trust  in  my  single' 
and  adventurous  journey  was  in  the  badge  which  I 
had  again  assumed,  my  coolness,  and  my  skill. 
I  had  no  diflk-ulty  in  convincing  the  k«der  Uiat  I 
was  n  scout  of  the  iam«  parly,  though  acting  under 
another  leader,  amt  I  warned  them  that  they  saw 
only  the  ailvance  of  n  confi<leT«ble  bo«ly  sent  by 
Baudricourt  to  «cour  the  country,     I  gave  them 
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l^tokeu  from  Vsucoukun  of  that  day :  I  knew  well 
few  partiiang  tlwra,  for  meti  do  Dot  easily 


•Italie  off 


iDtiniacy  with  those  they  hare  known 

from  boyliood.    They  beliwcd  mu.     And  Itad  tliv 

andettvour  of  which  slii;  wiu  uiuiworu  htxa  fruiUess, 

Jeannette  would  atill  hare  htmu  right.    The  deter- 

minadoppoeitioa  of  lum  small  band  fighting  fur  life, 

>pnd  that  in  a  well  comjmcled  order,  might  hsre 

Fftvced  the  pafsage  those  half  cravei)  robbers  would 

have  hud  to  dispute;  liad  they  fled  one  by  one, 

tliey  must  have  fulWn  a  prey  to  Uie  Burgundian 

^band,  wIhj  would  scarcely  have  staid  to  sell  life  for 

\u  fair  encounter. 

Am  lOun  H«  all  was  once  mure  open  on  their  path, 

Jeannotte  wnt  Pi«;rrc  forward  fortht;  look-out,  and 

tiien  turned  to  her  ai^tontiiluxl  jiarty  :  —  "Do  not 

fbuliovo,""  ahe  xatd,  "atraitge  as  thia  aeema,  that  it 

ia  a  mimale  ;  had  it  been,  1  should  have  known  of 

I  coming,  and  have  suffered  it  to  do  ite  own  oHice 

'without  a  w<vd.     Couragu  can  work  tliingi)  which, 

to  those  who  have  it  nut,  amim  ua  slnuigo  as  miraciHS 

slves,  but  1  aboutd  desurvv  dualli,  and  worse, 

.  I  Uad  you  to  my  own  will  by  im[)o«ituT«.    Why 

they  fled  I  know  not,  hut  I  know  that,  liad  we  fled, 

the  traitont  among  us  at  leaet  would  have  perislied 

aa  they  deserved.     You,  master  pursuivant,  are  tlie 

king's  ofBcer,  and  exempt  by  tlie  ofiku  you  bear  oa 

my  behalf  from  any  rvproach,  but  stand  fortli  you 
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wlio  would  have  broken  your  oath,  men  before  the 
■uii  nets  which  ehone  when  it  wu  tak«fl  — Kland 
fortli,  and  see  whcUicr  you  have  prow««i  to  put  mo^ 
in  the  place  of  snftty  whitti  you  tliink  befits  me."   ^ 

Witli  thut  ehc  struck  a  blow  tJiat  Kliiverod  the 
fellow's  less  Uimpt-rvd  blade,  which  be  held  up  for 
his  defence,  into  many  piacet,  and  then,  using  onljr 
the  flat  of  her  own,  dealt  another  which  nearly  un» 
horsed  him-  This  was  done  with  such  rapidity, 
that  no  one  had  time  to  ioterpase,  and  her  own 
sword  was  o^n  in  tt«  scabbaid  before  either  of 
UtoM  wbowereentitledtodosocouldoxpostuUite.     H 

"  By  the  mostt,"  said  Ricliard,  "  and  if  she  hit* 
tlie  raiMny  tliat  way,  she  miglit  not  be  so  vt'ry  mad 
to  go  on,  after  all.  Come,  don't  be  frightened, 
friend,  tliere's  only  a  bniise  or  so  the  matter  witb 
you,  BO  settle  yourself  in  your  seat  again,  and  make 
up  your  mind  to  obey  orders  in  future.  Nay,  nay, 
shake  yourself,  and  don't  feel  for  blood  ;  if  she  had 
used  the  edge  you'd  have  felt  Utile  enough  now ;  fl 
bear  your  pain  like  a  man,  and  be  thankful." 

The  night  soon  drew  in ;  they  halted  for  soqh 
sltort  Kit,  both  to  IbenuMlvM  and  their  steeds ;  but, 
M  1  had  by  this  time  managed  to  quit  my  Burgun- 
dian  friends,  and  to  recover  the  Iraok  of  the  party, 
I  behek]  them  in  about  three  bourn  resume  their 
route,  of  which  I  as  well  knew  the  reason  as  wheq 
it  was  afterwards  told  to  me. 
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"  I  will  spare  their  fears  as  tnuoh  as  may  bo," 
sud  she  to  NovelompoDt  and  Puulcngj',  yA  stt  as 
to  be  ti«ard  by  all.  "  I  am  so  lar  fortunate  that 
they  would  rather  make  liaate  to  be  out  of  peril 
than  stay  to  meet  it.  We  will  continue  our  journey 
during  tlifl  night,  and  if  we  reach  the  Maroe  early 
on  tlic  marrow,  our  main  danger  from  tlieso  partieM 
will  be  [lasscd,  for  such  ii  the  advice  of  the  Seig- 
neur de  Baudrieourt." 

In  this  all  heartily  ooncuned ;  and  .Teannette,  in* 
epirtted  by  success,  and  pleased  with  their  apeed, 
from  whatever  cause  it  proceeded,  eoon  sniiled  with 
Novelompont  and  Poulengy  at  her  own  vivatity  in 
chastisiag  Uonoccourt. 

**  1  will  ask  of  you  a  sword  for  him  at  tlii>  next 
place  where  we  may  light  on  an  armourorV,"  rlw 
said  to  them  ;  "  for  I  would  make  my  jK-ace  with 
him,  and  lie  may  be  taught  to  use  it  better  when  he 
next  has  nctnl  of  dcfttDve." 

Bcforv  noon  the  next  day  they  were  at  tlie  abbey 
of  St.  Urbain's  on  the  Marne,  a  league  froni  Joio- 
ville,  and  tlierc  all  but  herself  reposed  freely  till 
tbe  next  day.  She  wasted  no  strength  in  unneces- 
«uy  watchfulness ;  she  forced  herself  to  the  nist 
which  would  assist  her ;  but  the  one  thought  tliat 
pouessed  her  was  the  one  word  "  Forward."  Long 
before  daylight  on  tbo  third  day  tlie  travellers  were 
again  upon  their  rood,    Tbej  act  forUi  orderly  aad 
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cheerfully,  for  tlie  moDk*  of  St.  Urfadn,  Mcretly 
favourers  of  tlie  Dauptiio,  had,  at  Jeaiuietto'«  en- 
treaty, bestowed  on  her  a  eword,  which  she  herMlf 
pfeecntcd  to  Honnecourt. 

Yet  8h«  offered  rather  than  accepted  pardon. 
"  I  giv«  you  this,"  she  said,  "  tliat  you  may  pmve 
in  Uie  UK!  of  it,  should  the  need  conw,  that  you  axe 
a  brave  and  loyal  man,  true  to  your  oath,  sad 
wortliy  of  till-  adventure  on  which  you  ore  engaged* 
and  willing  to  earn  the  Uiankii  wliicli  the  Dauphin 
will  give  to  all  who  have  helped  him  in  this  good 
service."  h 

With  men  who  themselves  possess  little  of  other  ^1 
(juatifications,  and  are,  indeed,  unable  to  judge  of 
higher  onn,  rtrcngth,  coomige,  and  activity,  always 
hold  the  first  rank  of  reiipect }  and  Honnuconrt, 
though  with  Julian  and  Richard  he  declared  it  wu 
well  for  Jeannette  that  she  was  a  woman,  as  well  as 
privileged  by  the  order  of  the  Captain  of  Vaucou- 
leuia  and  lus  own  oath,  yet  in  his  heart  obeyed  her, 
as  did  tlte  others  mudi  the  more  readily  and  sub- 
nissively  for  the  pentonal  prowew  s)w  ti&d  shown  in 
enforcing  her  command. 

They  had  need  of  all  their  faith  and  reapect,  for 
the  next  three  days,  tliough  they  met  wiUi  no  ad- 
verse advi-nture,  were  rendered,  by  the  state  of  the 
roads,  tlie  swelling  of  the  river*,  the  tmvelling  by 
night,  with  little  repose  in  the  day,  aud  ofbeu  but 
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scoDty  refreshment,  days  fit  to  tiy  the  mettle  of 
vfitenuu.  But  tlto  nobler  of  her  fulUment,  wtio  had 
wfttclivJ  all  her  actioos  with  tin;  devpost  iuttrest  *» 
proufa  of  the  truth  or  fiiUcluKxl  of  her  cluim*,  in- 
creased Tiaibly  in  tltdr  delerenco.  John  of  N»- 
velompont,  aa  he  aAcrwarda  declared,  felt  for  her  a 
sentiment  of  awe,  and  his  elder  companion  that  of 
Uie  deepest  respect,  Wliatever  was  to  be  endured 
or  dared,  without  waiting  for  deliberatioii,  or  giving 
tbe  opportunity  of  contest,  she  always  set  the  ex> 
ample.  The  lead  in  peril,  the  hardest  watch  she 
claiint^^  as  her  right,  or  suffered  only  sometimeB  to 
be  disputed  by  lier  brother  Pierre,  whose  regard, 
cMemice,  and  implicit  Inith,  were  lessons  to  those 
who  knew  her  lets.  Her  habitual  temperance, 
when  othvrx  indulgad  aft«r  long  fust,  se«med  to  the 
ignorant  something  beyond  their  own  nature,  and 
to  the  l>cttvr  informed  a  high  ([uolification  for  great 
entfirprize. 

Those  who  never  saw  her  rise  from  the  humblest 
couch  and  the  shortest  slumber,  but  that  slie  made 
habitually  the  itign  of  the  cross,  and  knolt  witli  as 
much  simplicity  as  a  child  in  tlio  presence  of  its 
parent*,  till  her  orisons  were  performed,  saw  the 
cause  of  Um>  trust  which  titey  could  not  but  wish 
were  as  certain  in  tliemselves,  ami  more  and  more 
believed  and  watched  for  every  word  that  fell  from 
her  lip6.     Uer  deep  fits  of  abstraction  when  she 


152 


JOAN  OF  ARC, 


■ometimcs  toAh  on  silently  niitl  by  herae!f,  eeemed 
totbem  communings  of  happy  omen,  for  she  smiled 
oAen  as  she  was  so  engaged,  and  came  mth  &o«b 
cheer  and  aicouragement  to  her  fbUowen. 

When  all  were  thus  willing  to  eerre  her  in  the 
grvat  purpose  of  her  mission,  the  kindness  of  her 
disjwntiun  had  its  full  and  nutuml  sway ;  xhe 
Uiought  for  all,  aiid  guvc  of  tiur  own,  or  of  wliat 
she  oould  aak  from  hur  noble  friends,  to  the  needs 
or  wishes  of  tlie  foUuwcnt,  till  they  who  had  begiin 
with  coarse  speeches  and  rude  jests  among  them- 
selves, led  oD  at  first  only  by  interested  servit»  to 
their  masters,  now  waited  on  her  will,  and  coo> 
tvuduil  for  its  service.  Even  her  d<>sii«  to  hair 
mius,  wliicli  fur  many  years  shu  tiad  attended  ftlmott 
daily,  and  somiitJmcs  much  oflciMr,  she  postponod 
to  tJie  entreaties  of  Poulengj-,  wlio  fvurwl  lest  thoy 
ihoutd  be  noted  while  in  a  hostile  |x>s»ession ;  she 
considered  her  mission  for  the  time  her  greatest 
offering  of  devotion,  and  sacrificed  the  habitual 
soothing  of  religious  scrvkus  to  the  good-will  and 
unanimity  of  tliosc  nppointixl  to  assist  it. 

Once  in  a  small  and  ruinous  chapel  tlm^  formed 
the  larger  half  of  the  coi^regation,  whers  the 
priest  himself  was  alarmed  at  their  entrance,  lest  n 
more  usual  purpon  among  armod  bands  sliould  be 
there;  andoocf,iDthei»blecathc<lmlofSt.Strpheii 
in  Auxerre,  wlivro  the  confluonco  of  people  and  the 
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uze  oT  the  town  itself  rendered  observatioD  lees 
Ukciy,  Poulengy  joiaed  with  the  eecort  in  the  eer- 
vics. 

Let  no  OM  wonder  to  Jiiid  tliat  her  prajrun  aic 
leoofded  as  e?ent3 ;  ooe  embarked  in  such  a  cnuK, 
with  little  eeeming  support  on  eaTth,could  only  be 
hi-orteoed  by  such  Etrungth  os  sbe  could  draw  from 
HcAwn. 

But  ttie  dawn  of  the  mvimttt  inomuig  brought 
Ui£tn  bcforu  the  walk  of  (iien.  HarnML-d  tut  tlicjr  had 
been,  worn  with  fiitiguft  and  lack  of  rcrt,  the  friendly 
ensign,  the  liliea  of  France  alone,  not  quurtervd 
witli  Uiu  Eoglith  lion«,  fluating  from  the  dunjoa  of 
Uie  ciUidvl,  warmed  tlieJr  hearts  with  the  HKsurBiwe 
that  they  stood  on  the  verge  of  Cltarlea'i  yet  uncon- 
qoercd  dominioa.  The  messenger  of  the  king  now 
assumed  his  coat  of  ofiicp,  aud  at  his  Eummons  the 
gat«s  wore  opened  to  tlimn,  and  th«y  were  enclosed 
securely  in  the  ramparts  of  a  French  town. 

Wliile  J«anDOtt«  and  her  brother,  as  well  as 
Puulcngy  and  Noveloinpont  rested,  weary  an  they 
well.*,  tlicir  retainon  could  neither  refrain  from  Uic 
long  ujit&sted  wine-cup,  or  the  free  speecli  which  it 
brings.  The  escape  from  all  danger,  its  wondraus 
absence  of  late,  the  sccompliEhment  of  every  pro- 
mise, JeoDDDtta's  bmvery  and  saOL-tily,  and,  alwvc 
ftU)  the  marvollous  miuiun  wliii-h  they  miglit  now 
freely  avxiw,  were  themes  too  t4.-nipling  to  sleep  upon 
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without  a  boast  for  themselves,  and  tlw  inddgMiil 
of  that  conseqnencv  which  always  inreets  the  tdl«r 
of  great  nnwv. 

Tliu*  they  talked  and  drank  while  Jeunnotte 
slept,  and  then  slept  long  after  she  hod  risrn,  and 
had  repaired  to  the  principal  chureh  to  r«tura 
thanks  for  her  hitherto  prosperous  attempt.  The 
rumour  soon  noised  about  the  mtull  town  bad 
brought  many  to  the  inn  at  which  tbny  had  rvsud; 
wiUi  wonder,  and  witli  regard,  at  first  they  watched 
the  steps  of  the  maiden  to  the  church,  and  then 
ooo  by  one  thoy  followed  her  within,  while  otltars 
were  sUlI  lod  by  tlio  incrvaning  fame  to  tlto  [Jaoe, 
til),  at  her  return,  the  htgh  and  noble,  as  welt  as 
tlie  poor  and  mean,  had  cotne  to  feast  their  ey«a 
and  their  hopes  on  the  face  and  demeanour  of  the 
pro])helctw.  There,  beside  her,  I  too  knelt;  my  buff 
eoat  thrown  anide,  I  now  wore  my  hauberk,  with  the 
■ash  of  tlio  Armagnacs,  and  kept  llxi  visor  of  my 
helmet  closed,  as  one  who  had  some  vow  of  onns 
upon  him. 

Here  intagiontioii  began  to  make  miracle  of  Uiat 
whidi  was  only  tli«  pnipliecy  of  gumiral  formght, 
made  keener  by  the  pressing  danger.  Wo  iMunaad 
tl»e  fate  of  the  battle  of  Uouvray,  tlio  total  di»cam> 
fiture  of  the  Dauphin's  army;  and  Bertrand  de 
Pouleugy  and  Jolm  nf  Novelompont  could  not  but 
recolloct  tlut  site  had  urged  before  Baudrtcouit 
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the  peril  that  would  bsppen  from  dcl»y,  and  tliut 
great  Ium  miglit  arise  wen  bffore  tlieir  (leitarlurc. 
It  was  >traiig<>j  Rouvray  waaluttoii  tlie Saturday, 
and  the  maiden  bu^n  ber  jouniey  en  the  Sunday 
moroing  ;  there  was  belief  indeed  prepured  for  her 
from  ttios«  wlto  needed  palpable  tokens,  nnd  mur* 
vrlloudy  prepared  too  out  of  the  usual  seeming 
UGcidents  of  life. 

Tlie  attendants  rt'membered  too  her  speech  the 
first  day  of  tlieir  adwntur* ;  wul  tht-ir  mt^morie*, 
urged  by  the  love  of  wonder,  augmi-ntvd  the  truth 
tall  tltey  had  made  her  words  a  cloarly  accomplished 
prophecy.  Her  noble,  unaiK.-ctvd,  and  simple 
bearing,  and  the  majestic  beauty  of  her  face  and 
person,  at  onee  imprxtssed  those  who  looked  on  livr 
with  belief — for  men  an  led  by  the  apparent  sym> 
beds  of  greet  qualities,  and  seem  but  to  l>e  trusting 
to  the  eridintce  of  Uieir  senses  when  they  behold 
a  high  eniprize  so  lodged. 

But  tliere  was  more  than  lU!  this  in  Joannette — 
a  truth  and  candour  which  would  have  gninwl  cre- 
dence for  tlifl  homeliest  face,  or  added  dignity  to 
the  meanest  form,  eioon  sh«  usemblcd  lier  fol* 
iawtn,  smiling  down  remomrtrance  that  tJwy  now 
might  move  more  leisurely,  **  We  have  only  dili- 
geoce  to  sltow  now,"  she  Mud ;  **  do  not  let  those 
wlio  liave  disreigardfid  great  dangers  before  now  Loie 
the  meed  wlucli  awoita  them  for  lack  of  tlie  humbler 
virtue,  industry ." 


ISfi 


JOAN  OF  ASG, 


Attenikd  beyoml  Uw  gatw  bjr  inany  of  the  ia- 
Wbitanto  who  prcesed  round  Utcin  still  wiLb  re- 
sjiectiV)!  curio&ity,  aiid  grii-ved  tltat  it  could  oolj 
for  so  short  a  time  be  gratified,  they  departed  from 
Uiea  ««r)y  in  the  afU-moon.  llie  reel  of  tbur 
journey  to  FitTlxtis,  wheni  they  nrrivitd  on  Uia 
tlnveoth  d»y  atU'r  Uiuir  d«parturc,  Uti-y  vkto  en- 
abled to  travel  witli  better  certainty.  They  heat* 
tat«d  no  longer  about  taking  the  direct  tuid  ea»y 
path,  and  they  mad*!  good  speed. 

They  hud  passed  the  stately  turrets  of  Loc^bes  t 
and  Jeannctto,  for  the  first  time,  hail  aii  idea  of 
tbe  «xteDt  and  grandeur  of  a  royal  castle.  Beau- 
tifully seated,  above  a  rich  and  varied  plain,  which 
b  vmtcn-d  by  t))c  Indrc  and  ornamcnltHl  with  the 
elegant  and  loily  towers  of  Beaulivu,  fxtendiug 
over  tlio  brow  of  the  htll,  and  containing  a  small 
town  within  its  walls,  above  whk'li  rise  the  <.'utiuus 
old  sU'vplat  of  the  collegiate  church,  monuments  of 
tlie  eighth  century,  it  told  the  village  girl  that  sIm 
had  greater  ones  to  meet  than  the  lords  of  her  own 
prorince,  or  even  the  prince  who  riiled  Lorraina. 
'•  Yet  do  I  not  come  to  saw  all  tliis  ?"  was  tho  idea 
that  made  herowospirit  riseabovo  Uhj  magnificenoe 
around  her. 

They  nuwle  )<lK>rt  halt,  only  to  amre  thotntclinta 
that  the  king  wa»  at  Clunoa,  an<!  llMm  possod 
ward,  for  it  wa«  early  day,  to  tlie  small  old 
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Pfexbois,  wlioM  church  and  casUe  command,  at  thu 
dtstaitM  of  a  quurter  or  a  mile,  the  great  road  from 
Totuaine  into  Gui«nDa.  Its  nuiuti  irregular  ttroQt 
was  not  usually  hoaourcd  witli  »uch  a  cavalcade 
•von  in  appearance  and  numbera  j  and  the  few  in- 
hftbiUmts  could  aftanrards  easily  rm^all  to  remem- 
brance the  unwonted  ctrcumBtanc«  o(  the  visit  of 
Jeanne  d' Arc  to  their  town,  hitlK^rto  uniiat^d  but  by 
the  occasional  residence  of  one  Seigneur  of  rank 
and  distinction,  and  the  noblest  of  that  race  had 
fallen  at  Agincourt. 

Here  the  party,  all  but  Collet  do  Viunno  and  his 
archer  Richanl,  nutde  a  longer  rt«y.  The  mes' 
MAger  n<collected  how  much  he  linil  taki;ii  oti  his 
own  rosponsibility  in  persuading  Buuilricourt  to 
tend  the  prophetess  towards  tin'.  Daupliia.  Jean- 
neUe  herself  had  no  wish  to  enter  Uie  r»yal  pre* 
sonce  xinauthorized. 

With  the  aid  of  one  of  the  nioukE  of  St.  Catha- 
rine's, who  was  fortunatelynwell-leamed  clerk,  she 
despatched  a  letter  to  the  Dauphin.  It  humbly 
entreated  penniftdon  to  enter  the  town  in  which  lie 
resided ;  spok«  of  tlie  distance  she  ha<l  come  to 
greet  and  to  ud  him,  a  space  of  a  hundred  and 
fifty  lea^w,  much  of  it  through  llw  territory 
held  by  lii.i  adversaries  t  and  that  her  tww«,  would 
lie  deign  to  hear  them,  would  be  such  as  he  would 
surely  welcome. 
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Tlw  time  between  th«  deBpateli  of  )u>r  letter  and 
ihe  receipt  rtF  its  reply  she  well  kiiew  liow  lo  de- 
prive of  all  todium,  and  of  much  of  its  anxi«tj. 
Tlic  churoli,  dcdirated  to  oou  of  her  pocuUar  palrooB, 
St.  CatJiariDe,  Meined  to  offer  her  aii  asjrlum  and  a 
resting-place.  Seizuig  with  avidity  on  tiie  oppor- 
tunitiea  which  had  beeu  debarred  to  her,  thrtce  id 
tlie  day  she  attended  at  the  majw  ;  it  was  indeed  Uie 
only  puus«  which  zeal  could  moke  in  such  an  cntvr- 
prizo,  to  sanctify  it  villi  rcnt-wvd  pni)X'r,  und  kvop 
tlie  mind  bent  i»T  its  loilivst  flight,  th*'  fuarlc-n 
announcement  of  her  mission  to  him  to  wtiom  she 
was  sent. 

There,  ami<I  the  tombs  uf  warriors,  for  it  was  tlie 
hut  r«sting-place  of  tlie  house  of  Bou^iquult.  tugh 
thoughts  of  chivalry  mingled  with  ti«r  prayerv,  and 
abe  felt  as  Uiough  the  a\anUi  of  tiw  warrior  knights 
there  entombed,  some  with  the  weapons  tliat  they 
loved,  joined  in  the  troin  of  those  celestial  voices 
tliat  came  again  and  again  to  comfort  and  encou- 
rage tier.  She  poised  with  a  soldier's  pleasure  tlie 
swords  and  lances  Uiat  were  huiig  us  <.lvvotioDal 
trophies  above  tlic  tombs,  and  the  onivoriid  l>ear- 
ings  of  the  five  crosses  witli  which  somo  vnn 
stamped  gratified  her  as  the  emblem  by  which  shs 
would  fight,  reminding  her  of  the  holine**,  tlw 
insocenoe  of  the  cause  ibr  which  alone  a  sword 
should  be  drown. 
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'Hie  Dauphin's  answer  Atrired  j  ah<!  waa  per> 
mittod  to  repftir  to  ChiDon,  So  quickly  had  it 
bND  diMpatcbed,  that  it  waa  brought  to  Iter  that 
vcvy  •rening  in  tho  church,  and  presented  by  tliv 
mesBenger,  lut  she  row  (mm  her  kiwos  at  the  altar. 
She  would  have  provcoded  at  once,  but  this  the 
meeoeoger  delayed,  Tito  next  inoraing,  impa- 
tioDM  added  to  her  usual  diligence,  and  John  of 
Nov(>U>inpont  and  Pouleugy,  and  indotxl  all  their 
rctinw,  belteving  in  the  inunediutr  and  happy 
termination  of  tliu  adventure,  were  unxiouK  to 
claim  tiieir  full  sbaro  of  honour  by  tlm  vugernesi 
of  tlieir  last  aer%'ice. 

Pierre  shared  the  feelings  of  his  sister  j  and  he 
had  also  a  Btoke  of  hie  own  upon  the  fortunate 
evnit.  Tltey  took  tlie  pleasant  road  by  Lisle 
Bouchard,  and  then,  winding  down  tho  left  bank  of 
ttie  beautiful  \lenne,  came,  at  Inngth,  in  sight  of 
the  palace  cesUe  of  Ctuiion. 

If  Loohes  had  appeared  to  Jeannettc  a  habita- 
tion fully  worthy  of  a  king,  the  pile  which  crowiwd 
the  much  broader  summit  of  the  hill  above  Chinon, 
a  monument  of  many  auccessiro  raCM  of  rulers,  and 
ta  tbo  iFi>l»ndour  of  which  tlw  English  themselve*, 
while  llieir  inonarclis  lield  Uie  county  of  Anjou, 
had  liberally  contributed,  more  tlmn  r^tuliuxl  all 
she  could  conceive  of  Btat«  and  majesty.  Its  towers 
seem  to  fill  every  inch  of  tlie  fine  posilion,  and  the 
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parts  joined  by  bridges  over  duep  invtnoi  would 
oocli  Appear  In  ilself  agarrison  h«ld  lura  monarch. 
Tlie  6iitt  gate-lower  in  the  centre,  seen  in  profile 
froru  tlie  road,  commands  tlie  approach  totho  i 
mediate  upartments  of  the  kiog. 

Tlioy  approach.  The  bridgoover  tltf  VjcDoe  Um 
on  the  right  to  lead  into  the  town,  whicli,  full  of 
antique  churchw  and  cluip<^ls,  liv»,  a<  [>rotcftvd 
Kvtry  wliere  by  the  crowning  paUic^i,  beoeatb  and 
between  it  aud  Uie  cK-Ar  river;  along  it«  banks 
aiw  pleasant  roads,  forming  walks  fit  for  tlie  exer- 
cise of  nobles  and  of  ladies,  whose  education  ahoutd 
add  refinud  tafit«  to  the  inborn  love  for  the  beauties 
of  nature. 

The  litUtf  party  pusses  Uie  bridge,  and  the 
Chapel,  called  by  its  name  at  the  end  of  it,  and 
adTancing  gently  up  the  hill  at  tlic  market-place, 
all  alight,  for  tlie  time,  nt  a  bottelry,  at  the  further 
end,  just  where  the  steep  road  bc^nit  to  loiul  more 
directly  to  the  bridges,  which  must  be  passed  to 
reach  tlie  gateway  of  the  castle. 

Hero  the  meteengor  was  sent  U>  infonn  the  Dau- 
phin of  lier  arrival ;  and  here,  beJoru  the  order 
should  arrive,  which  would,  as  she  hoped,  lead  her 
to  the  prv!SL-nci'  of  the  Dnuphin,  Jeaouette  and  ber 
followers  had  ample  opi>ortunity  to  gallter  some- 
thing of  the  maimers  end  opintonn  of  thoae  who 
dwell  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  court,  and  of  ilie 
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stylfr  of  difficulties  likely  to  arise  in  her  path. 
Hitherto  she  had  combated  with  honest  incredulity, 
or  failed  to  aroose  selfish  coldness ;  now  she  was 
phmgcd  into  the  great  sea  of  the  eventful  world,  in 
which  eoch  separate  intcivst  has  its  contending 
power,  wh«P8  to  convince  is  but  half-way  to  per- 
suade, and  where  what  i»  ocknowltKlged  to  be  right 
has  yet  to  be  tried  by  a  Uiow^nd  fiictitious  teats  of 
expediency,  until  the  nionO  sense  i»  confounded 
and  abashed,  and  a  Uiousand  grotesrjue  and  con- 
temptible idols  are  substituted  for  the  one  divinity, 
"  right." 

FVoc  as  she  was  from  all  personal  pride,  she 
wondered  to  And  in  this  busy,  though  narrow 
qibere,  tlint  «he  who  camo  with  powi-r  u>  wive 
Prance  was  not  only  welcomed  as  the  merest 
common  guest  of  an  humble  inn,  but  tliat  all 
seemed  so  occupied  with  their  own  pursuits  aa 
little  to  regard  tlie  impt-nding  danger  which  she 
came  to  avert.  Retired  indeed  with  her  hoateaa, 
whom  she  had  sought  on  account  of  her  good  cha- 
racter rather  tlian  the  occommudiitiun  she  could 
offer,  she  hoard  little  of  what  was  passing  without, 
till  many  hour*  afterwards,  when  tiie  arrival  of 
some  prelates  of  rank  ai  the  little  inn  attracted 
somewhat  more  than  usual  notice  in  a  town  accus- 
tomed to  fiiglit<Beeiog. 

To  them  xlw  wu  presented  by  tlie  two  gefltlemeo 
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wlw  liad  accompAuiMl  Lwr,  and^  irritated  for  the 
iDoment  by  Uiis  nvw  iDtun-entioii,  iihe  at  Gnt 
refused  to  reply  tolliciriitunyquvstiona;  at  length, 
pteaMd  in  the  name  of  Um;  kii:^,  at  least,  to  state 
the  object  of  Iter  ntssiuD,  she  repeated,  in  plain  and 
aiinple  terms,  *'  that  nht:  liad  two  matters  to  accom- 
plish by  the  conimaiid  of  Him  whom  the  king 
boned  to  as  his  king— to  raiao  the  siege  of  Orleaiu^ 
and  to  lead  the  Dauphin  Charles  to  Rhoinis,  there 
to  be  anointed  and  crowned." 

They  departed,  and  the  evening  approached 
without  further  news ;  at  lengtli  John  of  Gaucourt, 
governor  of  tht;  ca.iile  of  Cliinon,  and  nearly  allied 
to  the  noble  Kaoul  de  Gaucuurt,  Bailly  of  Orleans, 
came  to  lead  her  to  the  castle  Du  Coudray,  there 
to  await  the  Dauphin's  pleasure,  and  the  result  of 
the  councils  which  were  even  then  holden  touching 
her  reception.  All  tliis  she  bore  with  as  much 
patience  as  she  might ;  but  it  xtiuck  a  chill  to  the 
heart  of  the  liigh  cDthusiast  that,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  she  luid  deemed  the  great  object  of  her 
life  occomplishcil,  it  should  be  coldly  <]uestioned 
whetlier  tlie  great  kuccout  she  reprewuted  tiliould 
be  ntceivitl. 

But  she  reflected  on  (he  power  tliat  had  brought 
her  thus  far  through  toil  and  wintry  chmate, 
Uirougfa  disbelief  and  danger.  She  Uamed  herself 
for  questtoning  tlie  result.     *<  Alas!"  she  said  to 
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elf,  "  I  may  have  much  more  to  bear  than 
.  appeur«l  to  me ;  it  may  have  been  hidden 
lett  I  should  faint  in  Hw  task ;  but  suroly,  surely 
all  shall  be  acconiplislie<l,and  ai^t  else  it  bchows 
me  little  to  heed." 

I^erre  accompanied  her  with  Iabs  patience  j  for 
he  had  not  so  disinterested  a  hope  in  the  events  to 
come,  and  he  ielt  besides  some  indignation  at  the 
overcautious  reception  of  thorn  whose  deeds  already 
were  wonders;  but,  under  tlie  protection  of  the 
lady  of  Oauoourt,  a.  privilegi;  she  dearly  prized, 
Jeannett«  retired  even  from  him,  and  resorting 
still  to  those  mvAns  which  alone  she  beliered 
could  control  the  eront,  as  well  as  give  lier  forrc  to 
m««t  it,  she  wus  resigned. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


t  'It  was  on  the  momiog  of  the  second  day  after 
the  arrival  of  Jeannette  at  Oliinon  that  CliKrI(« 
tlie  Douplitn,  an  many  of  hit  own  a<i!HTt'iit«  yet 
ramiliariy  enlhA  him,  Uiough  crowned  king  of  H 
France  at  Poitiers,  and  ao  rtyled  and  observed  by 
las  ofHcers,  was  standing  in  the  room  of  tlie  gate- 
tower  iroinediately  over  the  entiance  to  the  royal 
reaidet)c«  in  the  caatle  of  Chinos.  With  him  ir«re  fl 
Louis  of  Bourbon,  f^unt  of  Vend^ne,  a  prince  of 
bis  own  blood,  who  hud  fought  at  Aginrourt,  and 
who,  having  stnU)g«ly  exrapcd  from  ca))tivity  in 
England,  was  again  ready  to  peril  liberty  and  life 
in  b*'h«If  of  Uiu  rigtilful  horitag*)  of  Fmnce,  and 
bouin  <ie  la  Tn?mo«illv,  at  that  time  tirund  Ci 
berlain. 

The  habitually  grave  and  thoughtful  lorit  of  thfl^ 
monarch,  and  the  naturally  serious  east  of  his  fea- 
tures, acrorJcd  little  with  the  character  of  a  reck- 
leM  lover  t^  pleasure,  which  many  who  regarded 
hia  titie  and  honoured  him  as  king  did  not  fail  to 
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bestow  (HI  him ;  but,  beades  that  what  urc  coIIikI 
pleasant  ilii^poUutis  of  themsdv^H  vksi  pntmaturo 
furrows  on  the  cheeJt,  and  wrinkle  tlic  bruw  before 
its  liiiw,  Charles  liaul  snatcluHl  liis  vnjoyineiits  out 
of  the  clutch  of  care,  or  fled  to  tlieni  for  a  shield 
against  nnnembmnc^,  sudi  as  stamp  youUi  with 
the  weight  of  rc«poni<ibitilie!(  and  of  retnorae. 

At  the  age  of  twt>nty>six  Charles  had  been  the 
spectator  of  niaiif  direful  irage^Iiei^.  From  bis  first 
unwitting  presence  at  tlie  murtter  of  John  of  Bur- 
gundy,  when  be  was  Brarcely  seventeen  years  of 
age,  to  the  insurrection  of  but  a  year  or  two  past, 
when  his  nobles  tore  from  him  his  friends,  who, 
wortliy  or  unworthy,  were  tlie  only  constant  com- 
panions of  his  fortutic«,  bit  lia<l  been  u  life  such  ns 
could  only  b«  Kuppurt«d  by  not  thiuking  too  deeply 
on  the  past.  In  the  lew  years  he  hatl  borne  tha 
title  of  king,  Ite  had  exercbted  ItttJe  autliority; 
lu«  noblvK  [dacad  and  dispWed  even  bis  imma- 
diata  attendants  as  they  pleased,  generally  accom- 
pan)'ing  their  removal  with  blood,  sometimes  shed 
under  tbe  sanction  of  a  legal  trial,  Eometimea 
poured  out  with  leas  hypocrisy  by  their  own  wrath- 
ful weapons.  Aithur,  Count  of  Richemont,  brave 
and  loyal  as  he  was  to  France,  was  tlie  head  of 
these  aristocratic  rulers  of  their  king,  and  he  had 
at  last,  at  Charles's  own  rcijucMt,  namiil  the  man 
wh(»a  lie  would  liave  his  sovereign  accept  as  a 
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compoDiun,  though  the  king's  dbcrinuDution  at  the 
vyry  momviit  was  far  gnxitcr  than  his  who  con- 
troUutl  him,  fur  h«  tuvurcd  Uiu  cocutoblc  tlittl  he 
would  find  a  oiore  wily  aitd  more  dangerous  foe 
tlmn  Louvet  or  (!iac  in  tlie  men  wltom  he  recom* 
mended  to  tavour,  Louifi  do  la  'I'remouille. 

The  king  was  right,  and  he  kuew  it ;  but,  accuB- 
tumed  to  be  tlie  eport  oC  stronger  wills  than  hit 
own,  and  yielding  to  those  without  whose  support 
his  throne  niuBt  fall,  he  accepted  the  faniiltaritj  of 
Treroouille,  and  suffered  turn  to  barter  away  his 
fortunes  and  betray  his  interests,  as  other  &rourHe« 
had  done  bofurr  him,  wiUiout  much  heeding,  per- 
liap«  expecting,  that  lie  would  moot  with  the  same 
retribution. 

J,  If  his  private  life  was  tlius  miKrable,  wtiat  haf 
been  traced  of  his  public  career  wa*  not  more  fbr- 
tunftte,  ^o  that  if  he  were  obliged  to  shun  th«  re- 
iDorsvful  thought  of  the  past,  he  tiad  uo  resource  ia 
tuiuing  to  Ute  glory  of  the  future.  His  wife, 
Mary  of  Aajou,  who,  from  first  to  last,  did  her 
duty  a*  a  consort  aiid  at  aqti«cn,  was  yot  unubla  to 
fix  liis  love ;  be  respected  and  esteemed  her  as 
her  qualities  demanded,  but  her  person  was  homely, 
and  iiad  little  to  engage  the  fancy  of  a  youthful 
king,  made  less  rvgardtul  of  decencies  as  of  coi 
aequeuces,  by  tlw  very  despair  of  his  staid. 

He  was,  a*  1  have  said,  ucoumpaaivd  by  It 
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Oount  An  Virnddnip,  then  aged  about  fifty-two,  and 
hf  La  Tremouilk,  a  nobfeman  of  about  ten  years 
younger  than  the  Count,  but  who  ^tron^  to  pass  fbr 
somewhat  yonngtT  yet,  being  point  device  in  hit 
dms  and  the  wljuxtmi^nt  <if  his  liair,  which  last, 
however,  scarcely  swonihil  his  wish  to  appear 
amiable,  being  wndy,  with  a  slight  touch  of  grey. 
Hi*  exprexMon  did  not  belie  CharUs*^  prophecy, 
and  perhaps  contributed  to  it.  It  was  meanness 
covered  by  sarcasm,  an  sfTectation  of  superior  intel- 
lect veiling  an  inward  consciousness  of  insincerity, 
an  attempt,  not  uneommon  in  tliu  world,  to  despise 
wliat  he  could  not  r«ach.  His  manner  was,  of 
eourao,  a  mixture  of  hauglitiness  and  submrviency, 
as  the  occasion,  or  the  {)erson  lie  addreiwcd,  per- 
mittc<l.  or  nt{uired  of  him.  HU  supercilious  b«ar- 
ii^  »»Tved  tiim,  too,  to  maintain  hts  influenoe 
cren  witli  his  superiors  ;  there  b  nothing  of  whkh 
good-natured  men  are  more  fearfut  than  a  war 
mtlier  of  iU-temper  than  of  wit. 

Charles  was  essentially  good-natured.  The  lack 
of  real  friends,  and  the  arbitrary  change  of  those 
wh<mi  he  had  received  in  thi^r  vt^'ad,  had  made  him 
heart-sick,  not  hollow-hearted.  WHtat  he  became 
this  story  may  in  some  measure  shew,  tliough  it 
may  not  detail. 

Thi'  three  were  looking,  Charles  from  a  small 
|.vindow,  and  Troinouille  behind  him,  and  Venddme 
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fVom  a  loophole,  not  on  the  spteiiilul  vi«w,  interest- 
ing by  its  iminoDW  i!Xt«nt  and  ^iirivt)'  vveu  lit  that 
seewn,  but  on  the  narruM'  passage  which  Weds  from 
the  town  over  two  bridges  to  tliia  gateway,  the 
centre  of  tbe  castle  ;  m  this  second  bridge  E«rve> 
also  to  joiD  tlie  royal  inclosure  to  tbe  large  fort 
OD  thu  east,  where  are  lodged  the  scJdiery  and  the 
meaner  nttondaDts  of  tlie  court. 

"  Vuu  lire  Eure,"  taid  the  Daupliin, "  Uiat  onlcii 
havD  biwn  given  to  detain  her  at  tiiis  gate  until  wc 
can  ronch  our  own  apartmentii,  cIm  our  plan  will 
fait  of  trying  wticther  kke  e*n,  as  she  professes, 
really  distinguish  liini  to  wlioni  she  says  she  is  di- 
reeled.  So  did  she  with  Uaudricourt,  and  M> 
hath  the  promised  to  do  eo  with  us,  if  Collet  d* 
VlcuM!  upcak  true." 

"  It  hu  beeo  carefully  attended  to,  sire,"  re> 
pli«d  La  Ttrmouille.  "  I  would  not  for  the  world 
that  we  should  luae  such  a  chance  of  detecting  im- 
position, for  tliougb  your  gmce  be  as  royal  as  you 
can  desire  in  the  eyes  of  such  us  ore  by  cu»tom 
enabled  to  judge  of  a  royal  pre§ence,  y«t  tliu  vul- 
gar, wIk)  look  upon  lliecruwn  and  robe  a*  thu  only 
outward  sign  of  grt-utiK-sti,  may  be  easily  led  by 
nure  outward  obsvrvunci.-*  and  respect  to  take  any 
ooe  for  a  king." 

■'  Tlierv  is  little  of  vulgar  judgment  in  hor,  if 
th)!  rv'ports  which  tlie  coinmiasioOfrB  bring  ut  be 
true,"  said  VendAme. 
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W«  aUnll  jtiilge  for  ourwlves,  my  IcmtJ,  which 
will  be  better  tban  tlie  report  of  commusionen,^  said 
Lb  Treniouille. 

*'  I  am  glad  you  think  so  now,  Grand  Chamber- 
lain," rephed  V'endAnie,  "  since  you  bo  strenuously 
uppoE«d  h«r  admUEion  to  the  king." 

"  Willie  I  tliouglit  there  was  any  oilier  means 
led  to  convioLe  hie  counsellor«,"  sud  La  Tremou- 
illd. 

"  After  all,"  int«rpo«Kl  Charles, "  site  may  know 
me  by  eome  not«  of  my  age  or  person." 

"  There  are  many  not  itnlike  you  in  age  or  sta- 
ture in  your  court,"  said  Vendflme. 
'"**  But  men  my,  and  I  am  forced  to  believe  them, 
cousin,  berause  my  own  eyes  say  the  same  thing, 
tliut  I  hiive  rvmorkHbly  short  lrg«,"  mid  tlie  mo 
narch,  g«od-humounilly. 

**  And  therefore   men   say,   likewise,"   rejoined . 
VaiKlAme,  in  live  same  manner, "  that  your  higlincH 
liath  put  u«  all  in  thi-w  long  n>l>cs,  which  tnay  for 
once  answer  your  pur|Mj«e  in  making  one   man's 
legs  like  another." 

•'  \Miiirh  gi\T!*  Slonsieur  do  Vendfime,"  eaii!  La- 
Trcmouille,  '■  gr«-at  and  just  cauwf  of  dispWBuixr." 
1. "  Wllich  might  do  so,"  replied  the  prince,  *'  wer« ' 
1  as  youthful  as  tlie  Grand  Chamberlain,  and  had 
nothing  but  my  legs  to  boast  of." 

"  Htap  your  legs,  and  use  your  ejea,"  exclaioud 
vol.  II.  I 
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Charle* ;  *'  for  j-ondir  is  a  party  arriving  nt  the 
first  bridge  down  yundi^T,  and  ituppiag  lN)for«  thf 
outer  gate  of  the  cosUe."  ■ 

"  It  must  be  tbey,"  «aid  Venddmi*,  **  for  I/niis 
des  Cartes  is  with  them ;  I  know  the  lad  by  Iits 
ardent  bearing,  and  the  liast«  witli  wlii<:ti  tio  i«  di. 
reeling  the  warders."  ^M 

"  But  which  is  the  maiden  ?"  asked  the  Daapbtn.  ^^ 
*'  There  are  two  striplings  «de  by  side,  as  far  as  1 
can  Me  at  Uue  distance,  much  alike  in  y&urs  and 
stature."  ■ 

'*  My  life,"  said  VVndflme,  "  thot  the  one  in  the  " 
larger  ninntlc  in  sbc ;  she  i«  u  little  in  advanca  now, 
and  the  othttn  wait  on  her ;  tlie  form,  tuo,  it  a  Uttlo 
rounder  and  fuller ;  ali,  now  I  am  quit£  sure,  for  do 
you  not  se<>  that  ounitited  trooper  wlio  bait  cou]i<  up 
and  addr<>:»i>d  something  to  tbe  servitors,  which 
riw  overhears ;  look,  how  she  turns  upon  tiim  witJi 
)i<rr  outstn^tchcd  arm,  and  Iter  for«-finger  pointing 
as  thoi^b  the  laid  some  ditiimciittiun  u]»n  torn ; 
the  fellow  slirinkK,  too,  aiid  skulks  away  ]  no  I  by 
the  mails,  tli«re  in  no  niintaking  her  ;  what  say  you. 
Seigneur  d<)  la  Tremouille  ?" 

"  That  the  Count  de  \'enddme  is  a  shrewd  ob- 
atrrer,  when  n  6i>e  woman  i*  in  tbe  caae,"  rtpKid 
th«  Cluimberhiin. 

"Say  rathi-r  when  a  fine  spirit  is  in  the 
said  tiM>  Prince ;  "  do  her  justice,  if  not  me." 
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"  As  you  please,  if  yoa  think  ^itlier  ou^ht  to  1m 
flffeoded  at  my  compliment, "  replied  La  Treniouille. 

"  Peoco !  peace !"  cried  the  Daupliin  ;  "they  are 
pOMing  upwards  the  remainder  of  the  way,  and 
will  turn  Xa  tliu  left  directly,  and  come  straight  to- 
wards u*," 

"  They  do  #0  now,"  gai<J  La  TremouiUe. 

"  You  liave  prepared  your  friends  tii  jiUiy  th«ir 
parts,  aiid  dcccivw  her  if  they  can?"  ueked  Von- 
ddme. 

"  And  I  frar  not  thdr  success,  if  she  be  not 
prompted  by  her's,"  replied  La  Tremouilte. 

"  I,  sir,  have  girau  my  word;  perhaps  you  did 
not  liear  me  when  I  gave  it,"  said  tlie  Count  La 
TremouiUe  bowed. 

'*  I>owii  to  the  gate,  La  Tremouitle  !"  exelumed 
ChBTlea,  "  Bid  them  receive  Iier  with  respect,  but 
detain  her  till  tlte  trumpet  sounds  from  the  hall. 
She  bos  n  bnive,  as  well  as  beautiful,  mien ;  I 
would  tev  as  much  as  I  may  of  her  before  stio  sceH 
me."    Ln  TremouJlle  obcjred, 

"  And  thvre  i«  neitlior  hurry  nor  perturbation  in 
her  manner,"  observed  Vendome;  "she  is  as  catml 
and  collected  a^  tliough  she  onteivd  tltis  coatlo  asj 
Its  queen." 

"  Few  queens  are  like  lier,  methtnka,  couan," 
■aid  Charles.  "  See  you  how  gracefully  and  easil; 
ihe  springs  from  ber  horse  !     I  would  fain  see  tiio ' 
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man  that  coul<l  alight  more  Graily  ;  my  life,  eotniii, 
that  ehi?  16  bdovMt  well  by  those  who  are  with  her, 
they  crowd  rouDd  her.  and  even  now  ehe  has  a  smUc' 
for  thorn  !  but  we  tnu«t  away ;  stay  you,  and  lead 
licr  into  tti«  hail ;  1  know  that  you  will  kaap  your 
word." 

"  Then  1  would  that  your  highnAss  knew  every 
one  as  well  as  you  know  me,"  sai<l  Uk  Count,  da  he 
followed  hia  sovereign  down  the  dork  stone  stair. 
'  **  Pish,  cx>u8in  !**  replied  the  Dauphin  [  "  uut 
why  diould  we  know  more  of  any  one  than  it  is 
pleasant  to  sc*,  for  of  profit  from  any,  metliinks,  I 
have  little  to  draw,  except  from  my  own  true  kin  iiu 
(lec<),"  and  lie  pn^Ksed  VcndAme'*  band. 

"  And  from  this  maiden,  or  my  ht^ies  are  stnngu 
(cdly,**  said  Vend6m«-. 

"  Well,  well,  to  Uie  proof,  dear  cousin  I"  aid 
Cliark>#;  *'«ach  to  tm  po«li"  and  so  tboy  eepa- 
ralotl. 

Although  Uie  doubts  a«  to  the  propri>^  of  n- 
reiring  Jeanne  d'Arc  h»  a  proptwitvss  had  even  in 
that  urgent  time  of  uetv\  »o  long  d>>)ay«Hl  iicr  coining 
to  Uia  castle,  yet,  when  it  had  been  resolved  that 
shn  (hould  i-ome  into  the  king's  presence,  it  had 
been  wisely  detennined  that  no  Kate  which  tlte 
mcan«  of  the  court  could  afford  should  be  spared  to 
give  iwlftt  to  an  advent  which  might  prove  c 
\-ital  importance. 


I 
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Id  tiw  hull,  the  antechamber,  and  th«  recep- 
tioD-roam  of  CliinuD,  vntte  assembled  three  humlxed 
of  the  nol>l«»  aitil  tliv  high-blooded  gentry,  who 
itUll  OLflhurud  to  the  fortunes  of  tlii>ir  native  kiog; 
ftod,  ttiough  curiosity  as  well  as  loyalty  had  pro- 
bably joioMl  wttli  the  new  hope  which  oontnbul«ii 
to  draw  togutltcr  90  hirgit  and  audtWn  an  asseia* 
blage,  yet,  when  Cliarlos  Itad  passed  the  t«rrace- 
court  which  leads  from  tJie  gat«-tower  to  the  hall 
of  the  reeideDce,  lie  could  not  hut  hail  as  a  walcomu 
omen  the  unwonted  muster  of  his  followen.  Most 
were  sumptuuti^ly  uppurellud,  too,  uvcn  of  thoee 
whose  rank  placed  tliem  fur  the  time  only  in  the 
outer  upartnient«,  and  within  wore  still  Nome  of  the 
nprewntatirc*  of  tliu  old  hiittoriQ  houses,  whose 
nilDM  wvre  yet  untarni»lied  by  allegiance  to  the 
fiimgDer. 

,  All  parties,  indeed,  had  joined ;  tlie  portion  who 
sought  profit  and  titles,  tlirough  the  patronage  of 
La  Trvmouille,  canio  to  add  to  the  di»lTaction  of  her 
who»e  mceptlon  he  had  MuiTed  at;  tliose  wlio 
prayvd  for  tite  welfare  of  FrHocu,  uiid  »ought 
honour  in  serving  it,  winhcd  rather  than  hoped  that 
tlicy  might  find  it  in  tJw  ataiden.  Some  entliu- 
•iastk  tpirits  wlio  bad  entered  at  once  and  with 
avidity  into  tltc  marvel,  wlio  repeated  tliu  prophecy 
of  llie  battle  of  Rouvray,  whtdi  tJH7  had  imbibed 
from  her  party,  boasted  higlily  o£  ttiv. purify  and 
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religion  of  lier  life,  of  the  affection  and  respeoC 
which  iho  had  already  won  from  the  Lady  of 
Gaucourt;  had  hop^x  that  amounted  to  coofi- 
denoc ;  and  a  knot  of  thnm  were  prepared  with 
unxiou*  interrogatioiiB  for  Louis  des  Cart«s,  a 
youth  of  Uteir  own  teropeTanutnt,  of  about  fiftaeo 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  sent  as  a  comjiamon  to 
Jeannette  at  the  Castle  du  Cowlray,  perhaps 
with  the  idea  that  her  intarcour»e  would  be  len 
voDBlrained  with  one  of  his  years,  than  witlt  older 
people,  whom  she  might  expect  to  report  of  her. 

The  king  passed  on  to  the  second  room  beyond 
th«  hall,  amid  the  respectful  greetings  of  bis 
friends,  for  in  his  presence  all  was  forgotten  but  hts 
misfortunes  and  tJie  cause  of  France.  In  the  hnll, 
the  ante-chamber,  and  the  reception-room  itself, 
groups  wore  formed  as  of  men  paying  respectful 
attention  to  some  courtior  of  mota  state,  selected 
for  hk  mien,  or  for  hi*  dress  ;  in  the  anto-chamber, 
this  \mtl  wait  played  by  tlie  Lord  of  JuiUe ;  and  in 
Um  reception-room  by  tlie  Grand  Chamberlain  him- 
self, where  the  king,  grouped  among  mnny  tout- 
tiers,  hid  completely  any  pecuHarity  of  figure, 
and  almost  of  face,  beliind  those  who  sumKindod 
him. 

Twilight  was  approai:hing,  and  the  splendour  of 
the  scvne  was  much  hci^htviu-d  by  the  number  of 
torches  which  were  already  lit  to  prevent  Aitun  in- 
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tamiptioo  to  the  awembly ;  of  tliese  fiftf  burned  in 
^  ■pmeatx  chamber  aJooe. 

SooD  tbc  marmur  in  tlM  hall  aaoounced  tbtt. 
Jnme  was  already  tiiet«,aBd  tba  ianr^  which  tbey 
vnn  pnpand  to  play  was  dinoaoerted  io  this  is* 
•tanoe  by  tiM  actors  themselTes.  Led  io  tbe  hand 
of  a  prinoc  of  ths  Mood,  who  bod  filled  the  high 
office  of  Gtend  Cbantbtrlain  under  the  late  king, 
until  lie  had  changod  it  for  the  *tjll  mure  exalted 
one  of  Gnuid  Alaster  of  tli«  HouselioM,  the  reverence 
with  which  her  eoCrance  was  inrolunlaiily  Mklutvd 
told  her  at  once  tltat  her  conductor  had  no  ntperior 
there. 

She  passed  on  at  (hko  to  the  open  door  to  her 
left  in  the  further  part  of  the  Itall,  and,  observing  a 
oorreeponding  duor  still  at  Ui«  extremity  of  tiie 
ante-room,  she  poavd  on  witli  only  the  notice  of 
an  obeiaanc*  to  tlie  more  magnificent  crowd  who 
L  waitod  Uiia  proof  erf  her  disoeniment  or  iDspiration. 
r  The  r«eeption<room,  smaller  tlian  the  last,  which 
[  wa«  itself  much  less  is  site  than  the  hall,  was 
^^jiearlyfilled  by  men,  scarcely  more  richly  dressed, 
^^tnit  each  of  whom  huil  ibu  natural  bearing  of  a  real 
importance,  even  in  the  presence  of  their  scarcely 
more  than  titular  mniter. 

Her  eye  fi^U  upon  La  Tremouille,  and  ireated  but 
h  for  an  inttuut  with  disappointment.  It  was  not  the 
I       face  to  wtiicb  she  would  plead  or  confide  her  cause. 
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He  quickly  saw  ber  <lnubt,  nnd  a  glance  of  triompli 
towards  th«  king  led  Jeonnette's  eye  that  way. 
With  an  instant's  conviction  of  the  truth,  for  all 
thti  paM«l  eo  repidly  that  Done  but  tlie  actors 
kntrw  of  the  space,  the  sprang  through  the  crowd, 
nixi,  falling  at  the  Dauphin's  feet,  Immblj  enn 
braceil  his  kovcs.  He  ondi>avourMl  by  action,  for 
Ite  dared  not  at  that  moment  belie  the  truth  fai 
words,  to  direct  her  attention  elwwbcie,  w  if  ilw 
had  erred,  liut  she  did  not  even  look  round  to  con* 
6nn,  by  the  many  faces  which  couM  not  restrain 
the  a«M'nt  of  wonder,  her  own  ijuick  certainty.  Stw 
had  made  her  election,  and  doubted  nothing,  for 
already  to  her  ears  had  voices  sounded,  which  told 
her  she  knoH  before  her  sovereign,  and  to  tliDse 
Toiocs  she  implicitly  trusted,  tltough  she  frit  not  that 
tltoy  spoke  througli  her  own  geniua  and  imngiiwt- 
tion.  To  licr  tiiey  were  tv«J,  for  the  afterwwtb 
affinned  it  on  Iter  oath ;  they  were  not  fancJAi], 
capricious,  or  delusive,  for  they  told  the  truth. 

'*  No !  not  gentil  Dauphin,"  she  cried  aloud  | 
"  I  know  to  whom  I  speak.  Do  you  not  know  ? 
liBve  they  not  told  you  from  whom  I  eoni4  ?  ypa 
would  not  nCttive  a  meKonger  of  truth,  wul  tha 
prophecy  of  thingi  to  come,  with  a  faUobood  ?" 

At  this  roproof  Charles  himself  advooced  to  hii 
iiBUul  wmt,  which  had  been  filled  by  La  Treinouille, 
and  the  lords  formed  round  him  a  respectful  circte. 
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*■  Ad(1  ROW  bev  ne  wtMt  I  am  btiUn  to  I 
to  you  in  the  only  aatae  tfast  hat  powBr  to  i 
good  my  word»,  rigbt  aoble  locd 
tha  maid;  "  I  bring  to  yoo  mud  to; 
halp ;  know  by  me  thst,  io  ^tte  of  all  ] 
na  do,  yoQ  shsU  be  anointed  and  cnnraed  in 
city  of  Kheims ;  tltat  it  t«  wilWd  tfaat  jow  Cdmi 
reluni  into  their  own  land,  and  leave  yoar  kJogJoto 
frae  to  you,  iu  true,  only,  and  l^tunal«  beir,  th* 
eon  of  the  last  king  I" 

This  waa  declared  in  a  clear  but  not  lood  fOlM, 
tretnulouft  witb  tite  great  miasion  it  anDonarad ;  h«r 
port  was  erect,  her  cheat  heaved,  the  high  cxJour 
itood  in  hvr  cheek,  and  her  eye,  fixed  fint  oo  the 
Dauphin's,  gnidually  kindled  mufv  and  toon,  till  a 
full  luotrv  of  joy  «Ik>»c  upon  her  be*,  as  though 
■ome  visible  sigo  of  th«  trutli  deeoeoded  upon  the 
bead  of  the  monarch.  "  Long  lire  the  king  I" 
burtt  io  one  involuntary  cry  from  the  iiobUis  i  it 
was  echoed  in  the  ant«'>rooni,  in  Ui«  hall,  in  the 
court  itwif,  where  a  little  anny  of  retaiuent  wnitvtl 
Mgerly  for  newit  of  the  conference.  Again  and 
•gain  it  lounded  in  long  and  cheering  shouts,  ring- 
ing above  and  around  the  vaat  edifice. 

**  1  would  epcak  with  you  alone,"  aud  the  king, 
after  tJw  enthu«iiism  bud  in  n  degree  beeo  lulled, 
for  he  had  poodered  on  hue  hut  words,  which  slie 
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ha<]  given  villi  a  peculiar  emphasis  of  msrked  ■*-      , 
•urance.  ^M 

In  the  further  part  of  the  wall  of  the  autlirnc« 
chamber,  to  her  left  as  she  had  entered,  a  ctcp  led 
to  a  dour,  towards  whtcli  Charles  wiilkod  j  it  was 
opened,  and  be  preceded  her  into  a  closet  of  many 
irrpgiitar  sides,  in  one  of  the  southern  towere  of  the 
palace,  with  windows  looking  over  the  vtvoples  and 
towers  of  the  town,  the  river,  the  briilgr,  and  iht 
adjacent  territorj',  and  continuing  the  noble  paoo- 
rama  fWim  the  gateway.  Tltc  king  left  tlie  maid«R 
8om«  time  to  eoiiuder  tlio  grandeur  of  the  prospect, 
pacing  the  small  space  wistfully,  and  tl>eu,  having 
gone  to  the  door  to  be  assured  that  no  one  could 
hear  him,  he  approached  her  at  the  window,  and  ^ 
spoke  in  a  low  \-uice.  ^ 

**  Oirl,you  have  thrust  yourself,  or  you  aroMOt, 
indeed,  to  take  part  in  matters  of  deep  and  immi- 
nent concern,  not  to  roe  alone,  though  it  ik  much  ^_ 
for  oneborn  to  a  crown  to  have  it,  with  all  its  nobk'  | 
rights  and  honours,  rudely  torn  from  him  by 
strangers,  and  to  have  his  name  perish,  to  be  the 
last  king  of  tus  race.  1  say  it  is  much  to  me,  but 
even  more  for  my  people,  for  whotn,  perhaps,  cbi«- 
less  as  I  have  been,  I  feel  more  than  it  ia  ttie 
fashion  to  show,  and  whom,  if,  indeed,  I  might  aw 
reign  king  in  France,  1  perhaps  might  airiw  to 
render  happy,  could  I  meet  fit  aids  in  such  a  task. 
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But  you  hare  claimed  a  high  arbitrement  owr  us 
both,  one  perilous  to  yourself  in  tl>e  last  degree,  if 
you  Itave  un8d\'iaedly  sought  it,  glorious  if  it  be  in- 
deed imposed  on  you.  Ueroeaiber  what  it  is,  then, 
to  intermeddle  with  the  secrets  of  a  king,  secrete 
on  which  bang  var  and  peace,  dishonour  and 
royalty,  life  and  death." 

Jeanne  stood  humbly,  bravely,  silently. 

"  \S'hat  meant  you,  or  wliat  great  bidding  spake 
by  your  voice,  when  you  called  me  the  son  of  the 
]aet  king,  in  that  voice  that  thrilled  all  men,  and 
seemed  U>  wake  an  echo  from  the  heart  of  my  realm 
of  Fmnce?" 

"  Muthought  I  saw  a  crown  descending  on  your 
bead,  sire !"  replied  the  maiden  ;  **  but,  indited,  if 
'  you  would  know  why  I  called  you  the  son  of  the  lact 
king,  it  is  because  t  have  heard  men  doubt  it  scof- 
fingly,  miserablo  jwrtT«  as  they  are  in  high  matters, 
(ukI  becauw  I  am  sure  that  the  Voices  which  have 
urged  me  on  to  your  succour  would  not  send  me  to 
aid  tli«  progeny  of  a  foul  incest,  but  the  true  and 
,  lawful  inlioHtor  of  a  king." 

**  Now,  tlkaiik  Heaven !"  exclaimed  Charles, 
**  you  spvnk  right  on  to  the  purpose  %  oh  how  sweet 
b  such  a  voice  that  one  can  trust  when  it  speaks 
grateful  truth  I" 

He  paujted  to  stifle  hia  emotion ;  he  could  only 
endeavour  to  bide  it.     After  a  time  she  continued, 
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"  I  OOmeto  'w^  you  to  test  your  title  by  Heevra'a 
teim  act,  to  rengn  your  kingdom  into  Uis  bands 
who  gave  it,  and  can  pretenrc  it  to  you,  and  to  re- 
Mire  it  again  from  Him,  nobl«  Dauphin,  so  that 
your  right  may,  indeed,  be  certain." 

The  King  pondered  awhile.    *'  And  should 
be  done  openly?" 

"  Openly  nt  Rhcim*,  wimi  I  have  led  you  tliithw^ 
Hrc;  when  «vcry  ono  shall  see,  in  Uxa  dcvds  donv, 
tlic  trutli  of  tli«  words  spoken  now  in  your  clutet 
and  alone." 

«  And  how?"  a«ked  the  king. 

"  It  is  that  you  should  discharge  your  coaecience 
jUKtly,  noble  Dauphin;  that  1  would,  if  I  may,  give 
you  counsel ;"  8h«  ropUcd ;  "  tliat  you  should  ask  for 
prosperity  for  your  cause,  only  if  it  be  the  uaum  of 
truth  ]  and  pray  the  speedy  ending  of  the  war, 
even  against  you,  if  like  crown  be  not  rightly  your'a, 
that  no  more  evil  may  fall  upon  your  peoplu,  whom 
M  a  king,  inde^,  you  wouh)  pray  might  be  par- 
done^l  of  their  own  ains,  if  for  them  tiiey  arc  thus 
afflicted ;  and  Uiat  you  alone  might  hear  tlie  wvight 
of  your's,  if  for  you  they  suffer.  HiMiii:n  then  may 
give  you  peace  iu  a  distant  land,  if  you  merit  no 
more ;  peace  to  your  own  realm  under  your  ruW,  if 
it  be  your'a  to  a&k  it." 

'*  Girl  1"  crii»d  Charles,  astoniabed,  "  I  know  not 
how  you  should  tell  nte  my  own  thoughts ;  now,  by 
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I  p^et(^nd  not  to  a  liolr  life,  but  I 
Ml  not  ]o«t  to  pty  for  thow  I  sliould  rulo,  or  rcTer- 
ence  for  tlukt  1  too  much  negluct ;  <uch,  by  my 
honour,  has  alrnuly  bc«n  tny  pmyer,  and  Ui«  on- 
gwer  to  it  u  in  your  [ymcnee." 

He  pac«d  tlw  room  again.     '*  I  need  not  eak  ynu 
Vhetlier  you  can  be  silent,  or  enjoin  you  to  be  no," 
said ;  then  Htey«d  her  froin  reply,  atid  Uiought 
'n.     "This  is  between  yourwlf  and  me  alone, 
hile  both  live ;"  he  said  again ;  '*  my  council,  with- 
out whom  I  am  as  powerless  as  yon  poor  warder, 
that  keep  guard  on  the  bridge  yonder,  will  have 
:ber  proofs,  other  tokens,  otiier  questions.     1  can* 
not  stir  but  witti  their  advice." 

If  you  believe  m«,  sirti,  are  you  notour  king? 
asked  tlte  maid«n. 

"  Ah,  girl  1"  said  Cliarles,  with  a  nigh,  "  but  1 

not  to  expect  you  to  know  the  miserable  mys- 

of  courts,  liiow  the  seemitigly  great  are  bowed 

down,  and  tlie  tilings,  mocked  with  title  and  the 

itsido  of  aiittiority,ani  fettered  and  led,  and  that, 

I,  {or  wretched  purposes.     1  see  it,  I  have  known 

long,  and  the  time  may  eomo  that  I  may  act  ac- 

rding  to  tny  sense.     Heaven  send  it !     It  is  by 

ly  small  fibres  that  this  vast  engine  of  a  king* 

lom's  strcngth  must  be  vtirrod ;  find  tJie  secret  of 

at,  too,  Euid  Henry  shall  oot  hare  Franca  yet. 

inough  for  ttw  day." 


asked 
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"  Oh,  sire !"  exchimed  Jeanne,  "  castiDg  benelf 
again  at  hU  teet,  "but  time!  but  yuur  people*! 
sufferings  1  but  the  appointed  day  1" 

"  Be  at  peace,  and  be  delay  on  my  head  if  I  oc- 
canou  it,"  nud  Ctiarles ;  *'  we  may  perhaps  proceed 
slowly,  but  it  will  be  because  we  have  no  bett« 
means ;  over-cautiouaiy,  but  because  we  must  satisfy 
all  nuDds.  Id  thia  rest  content ;  you  liare  given  me 
grvat  cause  of  ttwit,  and  ccgne  what  will,  now  you 
have  home  to  me  your  errand,  proffered  your  ser- 
vice, you  are  fully  accepted,  or,  at  tbe  least,  fully 
absolved,"  Witli  thia  he  threw  o]>en  the  door,  and 
himself  led  het  back  to  the  assembled  lords. 

It  was  witli  far  difiereut  feelings  &om  those 
which  bad  first  greeted  her  that  the  assembly 
bailed  her  return,  nor  did  this  arise  only  from  tbe 
dieumstance  of  the  king's  tnarkad  respect,  and  his 
open  declaration  that  she  had  spoken  to  bim  wisely 
and  wonderfully  of  secret  matters,  su  that  he  much 
confided  in  lier.  Louik  des  Cartas,  wtio,  tJiou^ 
still  only  of  the  rank  of  pages,  was  a  youtli  of  nobis 
birth,  and  a  favourite  with  many  of  his  elders,  spoke 
with  rcvenmoa  of  Imit  condui-t  at  the  castle  Du 
Coudray ;  and  Iiod  evidently  imbibed  no  small  por- 
tioD  of  her  own  enthusiasm. 

John  of  Gaucourt  s])oke  too  of  liii  wife's  reixtrt. 
Ml  of  praises  of  lier  simplicity  and  candour.  But 
otte  of  thoae  strange  incidents  whidi  aometimes 
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Ltnp  men's  juiigment  through  Ui«tr  fimn,  had,  more 
I  tiuui  RUcli  sptfi-chn,  or  even  tlie  earncit  luppon  of 
^■^oulengj  and  Novdompont,  w)io  hwl  fol)uw«d  h«r, 
^BirTedtoab«ahth»SDevrenofLATrinnouille's|iarty. 
^K&  lord,  whom  accident  had  detained  from  the  cere- 
mooy,  ttrrirvd  as  of  ri^it  in  tlio  audience-room, 
while  Jmnnc  was  closct«d  witlt  the  I)au])hin. 

"  Welcome,  De  Chambord,"  criiixl  tho  Cliamber- 
kiD ;  "you  come  too  late  for  Uw  first  scene  of  our 
pageant,  wluch,  to  say  truth,  has  gone  rather  against 
us;  iwni«  jli'ight  him  (liwnverv'd  the  king  to  tht-  pro- 
pbutoas,  and  now  hi*  liighnewt  hath  takt-ii  further 
queitioo  on  hinuolf,  »ceing  tliat  tlie  girt  is  not 
without  beauty,  he  exerts,  perhaps,  no  unweU 
CMne  privili'^>.  But  how  is  this?  you  were  wont  to 
mile  at  your  friend':!  jests ;  mine,  perhaps,  is  not  a 
y  good  one,  but  your  face  need  not  reprove  it 
with  so  much  the  air  of  an  anchorite." 

OtJtprs  have  jested,  and  have  already  paid  a 
ivy  prieo  for  tlicir  sport,"  replied  Do  Cliainbord. 
"  How !  how  i  man  ?"  askt-d  La  Treinouille,  and 
noble  auditory  crowded  around  t)i»  new  comer. 
"  A  man,  a  soldier,  welcomed  her  with  a  tcurril 
and  imnKKleat  ntock,  as  she  entered  the  first  portal," 
■aid  De  Chambord, "  and  the  fellow  joined  blas- 
phemy to  his  intolenoe." 

"  No  very  uncommon  thing  in  a  trooper,"  qtwth 
ihe  chamberlain. 
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**  UeraDswer,  w>d  what  f<^owocl,  ww 
Uncommon  too,"  continued  tlie  nwratot,  "'  Htt 
she  cri«d  to  him, '  ilost  tliou  darv  to  renounce  thy 
Makiir,  when  thou  kuowcxt  tiut  how  near  thy  death, 
may  be  ?'  And  cvnn  now,  tis  I  nxi«  up  hitiier,  they 
were  dragging  his  corjite  out  of  tJie  Vienne,  into 
which  he  had  fallen,  while  the  people  were  telling  tliv 
itory  of  tier  prophecy,  and  looking  upon  tiis  fiite." 

"  Th«  (Irunkon  raKCftl  began  by  being  abusive, 
and  ended  by  falliug  into  tlie  water!"  cried  La 
TremouiUe  j  but  none  echoed  the  laugh  Umt  he  be- 
gan, for  many  felt  that  if  prophecy  wer«  uaaounc«d 
by  mortal  lips,  it  would  spi'iik  in  sucli  tunes  and 
words  as  tlicy  hod  just  heard  from  here. 

It  was  with  th«  governor  of  Chinuii,  Jean  tie 
Gaucourt,  that  the  king  first  spoke  on  liia  returu 
from  the  conference. 

"  I  would  have  thii  maitlen  lodged  and  attendod 
as  she  herself  may  desire,"  he  said  t  "  let  an  apait- 
ment  ho  prvparcd  for  her  in  this  liousehuUL" 

"So  please  you,  noble  Dauphin,"  interrupted 
she,  as  httle  versed  in  tJie  etiquette  of  oourta  as 
one  BO  educated  might  be  suppueed  tu  be,  "  so  ths 
Qoblo  lord  will  place  inc  with  sumo  good  womaOf 
who  will  be  u  counsel  and  protection  to  me,  and 
instruct  mc  in  the  way  I  sliould  bear  myself  here, 
I  should  give  her  little  trouble,  and  obey  her  pk< 
tIenUy." 
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"  I  will  commend  you,  to  hU  lughneai  plttse,  to 
the  deputy  mOEter  of  liis  houadiold,  John  BelBer, 
whoKc  wife  is  a  liuly  of  most  virtuous  KpatklMO," 
replied  Qaucourt. 

"  So  be  it,"  rvpUed  Cliarles ;  "  what  mo*  cone 
it  rests  witli  mc  to  forward,"  he  conttaari  to  bcr ; 
"  for  the  present  adieu." 

With  tliix,  Guurourt  himwlf  led  her  thmi^  ifac 
ante-rooiii  ami  halt  into  the  eooft^aad  Iknevte 
the  door  of  a  separate  pile  of  buQdtnp  pear  At 
tre  of  tlie  enclosure ;  I  saw  her  paa,  lor  I  Inl 
now  enrolled  myself  among  tboee  voInBUty  aoUcn 
of  the  king,  who  were  disposed  to  tern  tamt  fm 
honour  and  lawful  prize,  without  rq;ukf  psy ;  «pl 
in  which  independent  character,  I  coouJiaJ  mip^ 
best  ahlo  to  keep  my  promises  of  watcfasig  her.wtuM 
fortune«  still  cumpriwd  my  own  \    aoA   bcfv,  (ur 
wrvitors  have  (juick  ears  and    wilfiag  lo^uea,  I 
learned  some  of  the  more  opeo  pQ)n«g«s  wbScb  I 
liaTe  here  recorded ;  the  others  came  to  me  wbnt  tb* 
great  interests  whkh  they  eonceravd  had  baeome 
but  shallows  of  the  post,  names  and  m«morie«T  tllui 
many  of  tliose  who  toiWd,  cared,  sufferwl,  ur  jugrad, 
in  thnn. 
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Aa  the  means  I  had  brought  with  me,  monej, 
or  what  WAS  immodiatolj  convertible  into  it,  would 
b«  fully  enough  to  supply  my  moderate  wants  for 
at  least  a  eouplo  of  yefir»,  I  availed  myielf  of  the 
independence  wliich  ttiii  gave  me  to  refrain  from 
attaehiag  myself  to  any  leader  in  particular,  and  to 
enjoy  the  prinwy  of  my  own  quarters  wherever  I 
might  choose  to  take  them  up,  until  the  time  should 
call  mo  into  active  service.  I  preferred,  therefore, 
lodging  ia  the  small  inn  at  which  Jeanne  d'Arc 
had  first  ali^ted,  where  tlie  people  were  naturally 
interested  in  all  that  concerned  her,  and  which 
became,  in  fact,  a  rendezvoua  for  her  humble  par* 
tiian3  in  the  town.  So  small  a  place  as  Chinon 
was,  as  may  be  supposed,  some«'tiat  crowded  by  the 
retuners  of  the  court,  brought  together  at  a  time 
when  ul)  men  saw  thu  necessity  of  action,  without 
being  able  to  pi'rceive  tlra  direction  it  should  tak*; 
aod  I  was  willing  enough  to  sham  the  common 
eating-room  with  many  corner*,  and  to  find  an  tn- 
t>rc«t  io  tlieir  speculations  on  approaching  events. 
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I  repair^  from  time  to  time  to  Hk  cattle,  u 
one  aUowL'd  there  on  tho  king's  sorricv ;  anj  though 
the  opportunities  were  mre,  jwt  sometimes  they 
were  found,  of  (Ming  the  obj«ct  of  ray  cares,  and 
aiuturing  myself  of  her  wetUbeitig.  Hiy  own  teal 
on  her  behalf,  though  cautiously  expres^d  leet  I 
should  betray  too  n«ar  an  interest,  had  communis 
cat«d  itself  to  some,  tliough  many  etill  looktMl  with 
a  Eort  of  wondering  curiuKity  for  tlic  next  eb8pt«i' 
of  this  vvcntful  period  of  history,  and  conndered  the 
mission  of  Juaonc  d'Arc  as  oo  more  than  a  sin- 
gular aud  porha]K(  exciting  e[Msodc. 

So  passed  •oiiie  day:*,  and  iji  tlie  beginning  of 
March  we  were  still  of  an  evening  assembled  round 
the  fire,  debating  tlie  probaUlities  of  the  summer 
campaign. 

"  A  Dew  oxpt'ditioD  to  Orleans  1"  quoth  Maltre 
Nicole,  u  wcallJiy  buT;gher  and  a  great  news- 
monger; nor  was  that  to  bi^  wondered  at,  when 
every  rumour  spoke  of  n  man^s  own  safety  or  danger. 
"  A  new  expedition  to  Orlean* '.  why  there  be  men 
enough,  to  be  sure,  if  Uiey  would  fight ;  but  who's 
to  pay  thvm  ?  to  my  knowledge,  sir,  there's  not  a 
stiver  in  th«  tri'osury.  I  nay  so ;  I,  who  serve  the 
king's  tiouseliold  nith  spices ;  and  were  it  not  for 
my  loyally,  little  as  some  may  think  it,  tltc  king 
cniist  go  without  his  confections,  aud  drink  his  wine 
witliuut  Ippocias.  See  you  what  a  simple  man  at 
I  may  do  for  a  crowned  king  upon  cccasion." 
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And  liear  you  how  a.  nmplc  man  tnajr  Uilk  of 
re[d>ed   Thierry,   a  staid  Ml^er.     "By  SlJ| 
Louis,  but  we'll  find  you  nwrn  who  will  fight  yet,  ii^ 
you'll  find  u«  means  to  feed  Ihern." 

"  Aiid  eumu  Ippocras  for  our  wine,  too,  maatar 
burgher,"  nid  a  dark-lookitag  companion,  calM 
Cara*co ;  "and  think  yourself  well  oS  to  gtv«  tU 
that  your  warvhouw  will  afford,  tliat  you  may  keep 
your  tliroat  lafe.  By  tlie  Madonna,  if  we  are  to 
mareh  and  figlit  agatu,  it  should  be  for  good  pay ; 
fur  let  the  Englieh  once  conra  aiDong  you  fnt 
citizens,  thcro'd  be  pretty  pkkingt  to  be  luid  in  ' 
scramble  only  for  Htretching  one's  hand  ouL  Yfl 
tliink  inon's  liv»  an*  worth  notliing." 

"  Pi<:kings  I"  cried  Mnttie  Kioole,  agliaat ;  ■'  bo 
you   arc  on  our    aide,  a  loyal  soldier    to 
Charles." 

"  A  loyal  soldier  to  whomever  lias  money  | . 
long  as  the  money  lasts,  perhaps  a  littlft 
sametimes  for  the  sake  of  clmncee  to  uomej  bitt 
when  all's  lost  am  I  to  be  idlo?    A  roan  nitut 
make  hay  while  tbu  sun  sliioe*.     I  should  like  to 
rvturn  to  my  native  country  a  littJe  better 
left  it."     .    ...  J. 

*'  And  which  is  thy  native  country,  Cb 
asked  liis  fellow  soldier. 

"  1  have  good  choice  for  the  matter  of  that,  in 
knoK-ing  where  I  was  bom;  somuwhere,as  I  tjiini 
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io  Alncc,  or  it  may  be  in  Bavaria ;  but  my  father 
«M  >GcnoeM,  titil  my  motluT,  1  fancy,  a  Spaiiiard. 
I  hAVtf  mon*  sears  thun  coins  \«{t  in  kiog  Chariei^ 
Bervice;  and  if  tho  Englith  (wme  tliia  way,  and 
put  on  md  to  the  war,  one  mtut  make  up  for  Io»t 
tiaff." 

"  What  a  coiuci«ncc  t"  cried  tlie  burgtier. 

"Look  to  your  own!"  cried  the  soldier,  "that 
would  hare  tne  risk  my  limbs  fur  notliinf;.'' 

"  But  when  you've  tlw  c-numy  to  plunder !" 

"  But  wh«n  tlie  enemy  i«  too  strong  to  be  plun- 
dered," :iliouLod  Caiaico. 

<*  So  you  oee  it  ix  licttftr  to  pay  for  tho  m«n-at- 
arms,  worthy  burgher,"  tjuoth  Thierry. 

**  Alack  !  alack  '■  bed  help !  bail  time*  T  ojacu- 
UUed  Halbre  Nicole,  rocking  hiii)!H>lf  in  liis  seat ; 
"  but  there  may  be  Bome  chance  in  this  maiden 
that  ia  at  iJie  castle,  they  say;  for  mc,  1  know 
little  about  such  things  ;  but  she's  very  pious,  and 
good,  and  chaste,  and  full  of  courage,  aiid  bo  mer- 
ciful, ami  Ukcly,  muyhnp,  to  turn  out  a  decent 
venture  for  the  king  for  fault  of  a  better.'" 

"Ho!  ha!  a  woman !  led  by  a  woman!"  Mid 
Thierry  :  "  lot  their  wi»e  heatU  look  to  that,  and  let 
tliero  be  sure,  too,  of  what  men  tliey  will  get  to 
follow  her!" 

"  AjmI  pious  tool"  shouted  Canucn;  "to  be 
sure,    vpry  pious  warriore,  good   Cattudics,  have 
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>M  tbe  |Ki«f  • 

"  Heard  roo  «fw  oTm  old  SfncoHB,  oOed  AkU- 

"Idmild  Hora  tovBstemjrtiine  io  liiy  bo^- 
WuiuDg,"  «id  Ifat  aoUMT. 

**  Bat  it  ni|[bt  teach  50a  Mmelldtig  of  jrtMtr 
ovD  ait,  and  mon  cf  the  watatm  of  butnan  natan 
that  makes  a  ipcnt  of  your  art,"  t«pli«]  the  priert. 
"  ArchiiDedes  was  a  curious  deriier  of  LnstTuiiieats, 
who  boasted  that  he  could  more  tbe  ymiiA  if  he 
had  but  a  placa  out  of  it  whereon  to  fix 
engine." 

"  Bj  tbe  mass  I  though,  were  his  saying 
be  would  be  or  Mtnc  use  before  a  tovn  T  ijUBtll 
TbieTTy,  in  unffigned  wbmiation. 
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"Abat  woddbewrerWdaiepriat.  *"T1m» 
mCfk  me,  1117  friend,  that  i»  «ti«t  Jeame  d'Aic 
•ball  do ;  >he  ahall  move  the  world  tiide«],  benSM 
liu  found  a  restiag^plaoe  for  ber  power  oat  at 
and  that  place,"  be  rantiaaed  devoutlf,  "» 
beares!" 

Tbe  wldier  wb«  rathar  puukd  thaa  connnceJ  f 
and  hi*  compaaion,  who  had  yet  a  ttng*  of  enper* 
parb^  tbe  notv  that  he  diapeawd  wttb 
wai  awe  iti  lkIc. 
"  Ami  do  they  thiak  of  rmplojtng  ber,  good 
bfberr'  asked  Nicole. 

"  I  know  notof  tbeir  cautioiN  etinofaig."  irpfied 
Fttsqaenrl ;  **  this  I  lomw,  that  ber  Itfr  »  an  honH]) 
of  devodoo,  and  the  king  mretjr  mtart 
that  and  beUete  in  it.  Tbey  flxamined  her,  too, 
ijr  bv  day,  with  (jiwetioDs;  but  of  tboae,  I  haw, 
she  makes  hot  light,  asking  tlMm,  ooee  for  all, 
whether,  if  she  aetigsfies  them,  tbey  are  willing  that 
she  shall  at  cnee  lead  soccoor  to  Orlpam;  and 
when  they  say  tbey  hsre  do  power  finally  lo  deride, 
IB  nknt.  Men  who  shoald  judge,  bisbopa  and 
doctors,  are  wasting  the  time  in  idle  subttcttes." 
Vet  the  king  gives  ber  long  audience  with  but 
few  of  his  intimate  councillors,"  1  renuufced, 
*'  The  day  afier  her  reception  she  remaiiwd  witli 
him  till  dinner-time,  returning  with  him  from  maai 
at  the  Roj-al  Chapel,  when  lie  introduced  her  to 
tbe  Duke  of  Alen^ on," 
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"  Ay,"  answered  the  friar,  '■  and  she  welcomtd 
him  earnestly,  saying,  'the  raore  princes  of  tlur 
blood  the  better  for  France.*  And  beud  you  not 
how,  af^orw-nrds^  she  showed  bar  profieieney  in  yonr 
vnuiit«d  art,  goDtlemiai  sddiers?  how,  beftn«  the 
king,  8)u!  vxerciEcd  witti  the  laiKe  to  the  woodor  it 
•11,  HO  that  AlcQ^on  has  given  her  a  nobis  horse,  fit 
to  cany  Kuvh  a  warrior  us  slie  indei>d  will  prove  i** 

At  tliU  nioDimt  came  in  a  chief  of  the  king'f 
stables,  whoM'  frieudsliip  I  had  engaged,  and  who 
was  often  a  bearer  of  news  to  me  from  th«  cnxtle. 

"  V'ou  are  a  friend  of  the  propheteM,"  he  said  to 
me.  "  You  niuat  make  preparation  if  you  mean  to 
follow  her  fortunes!  to-morrow  she  goe«  to  PoJ- 
tiers,  aa  does  the  king  himself." 

**To  Poitiers!  to  the  south!"  cried  tti«  burgher; 
"do  tlu-y  desert  us  then  to  the  Englikh?"  and  ha 
looked  round  as  if  he  expected  Caraseo  would 
begin  his  meditated  robbery. 

"  The  parliament  and  the  university  of  Paris, 
that  is,  the  true  univcrtity  which  owns  the  king's 
aUegiaiicc,  arc  asMmbled  there,"  replied  my  friend 
Robert  Tltifaault.  "  And  they  would  liave  her 
furtlier  examiinHi  by  them  1" 

**  More  lost  time!"  cried  Paaquerel  impatiently. 
"  They  deliberate,  tlie  English  strike,  thus  France 
is  lost  t" 

"lam  forPuitivrswiththedawnl"  I  exclaimed; 
"  am)  you,  worthy  father,  will  you  not  go  with  us?" 
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"  To  do  whatr  aAadr—iMJ.    *  T>  W  » 

witneee  of  that  cold-UgaJaJ 
believe  neiUwr  old  prcfjaoef  Bor  i 
the  south  DOW !  wbea  tiie  bat  Uood  of  i 
being  poured  out  wetndjrai  tbemKMttti  Bm  it 
will  U'  uv-cngr>I,  Aod  it  is  efae  «te  wfll  wwige  <(■ 
if  the  tniracle  be  not  too  migfa^  rw  for  btv  tn 
nnue  the  setfiBh  hiinfi,  tlw  Mcnaev  to  th* 
^^Rath  of  ni«a,  which  rvleo  tlwn  eowtMn.  Vs! 
^^0 1  1  may  not  wi«ld  veapia ;  but  vocils  an  wt»- 
'  pone  ia  KBch  a  cww.  i  will  go  on  towmrd* 
thooc  wlio  u«  Mi^Mted  aad  ■faaadaDad ;  lo  aj 
own  poor  people  ttt  Am^  Ifl  BidMO,  for  mbo&f  mkm 
I  GWDe  liitiier  to  Imni  <if  the  ebaoeca  of  laOGenr  ere 
tlifi  WOT  Rweepa  ovf  r  thru  ito  flood  of  lodiMniinBBte 
death.     I  will  go  to  th«m,  ood  IcU  dim  tlwt  then 

C\b  succour  fjom  heaven  itself,  if  man  will  not  itsj 
tte  UM ;  Bod  my  poor  breath  may  be  carried  on  to 
tiie  walla  of  Orlcam  itself,  and  lend  iho  vigoor  of 
k  litde  hope  to  the  loal  Meaiitn  of  Pntoce." 
t-  **Jaiiiet  d«  TiUojr  and  ViUars  are  already  n- 
tumed  thither  with  these  tidings  ;  they  were  in  tlie 
audietK-e  chamber  at  tier  coming  to  the  king."  ob- 
serveil  Robert  TLibault;  "  but  f&K  you  wvU,  {nr 
it  grows  lalo,  and  they  eay  we  mutt  be  up  and 
irriug  betimes." 

Tliey  iliould  go  north  1  thi-y  shoukl  go  oorth  !" 
ritfd  KLaltre  Nicole :  "  if  tlioy  won't  go  to  tho  war, 
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how  it  it  to  be  kept  away  from  ue  ?  or  if  Ui< 
woul<)  but  stay,  the  king  should  have  liis  ipprocru 
on  credit  for  erer,  so  tlie  moo-nt-ann*  were  kept 
Iwre  to  protect  us,  but  I  will  go  tii  Uk  castle,  w 
]  raaj  of  right,  when  Uic  treasurer  ow«s  toe 
money  and  cannot  pay  me,  and  kituw  whether  we 
arc  to  be  left  quite  at  the  mercy  of  any  one  «bo 
takes  a  fancy  to  our  wealth  by  way  of  provition  in  ^ 
his  own  country."  ^| 

1  joined  the  cavalcade  whicJi  set  forUi  the  next 
morning  for  Poitiers.  I  had  Uia  saticAtctiuo  to 
see  that  Jeanne  looked  cheerful,  and  dotaRuiaed, 
OB  she  mounted  ber  horse,  the  present  of  the  Uuke 
of  Alenfon,  who  rodo  some  way  baodt  lier,  and  I 
heard  her  say  —  "Before  Hcav«n !  I  know  weQ 
tliat  tlivy  will  give  mo  much  to  do  at  PuiUeni,  whi- 
ther Uiey  are  leading  me,  but  1  have  a  cuuncit  diat 
will  aid  nie  :  RO  forward,  in  tlie  name  of  Heaven." 

It  took  u>  the  i>ntire  day  to  reach  the  ancient 
town,  tlien  tlie  »eat  of  the  government,  jtaseing  over 
a  hilly,  but,  5a>'e  for  the  yet  bleak  season,  a  not  un-^| 
pteaaant  country,  through  Richelieu  tu  tho  well- 
BMted  tuwn  of  Cliatellttniult ;  and  at  let^th,  by  a 
rood  hewn  out  of  the  ruck,  which  must  have  re* 
minded  Jeanne,  as  it  did  inc,  of  tliat  which  l4)ade 
between  her  native  villagie  and  XeufcbAtmt,  we 
reached  the  walls,  and  at  length  climbed  tba  ttoep 
and  luirrow  street«  of  Poiliors. 
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I  6BW  tliat  Jeanne  d'Arc  wtu  lodged  in  Uut  tiouM 
of  Multre  John  Rabatoau,  now  advocate  of  the 
royal  court,  for  Uu)  king's  palncc  Iwre  vn*  occupied 
with  the  uuni«n>u3  ufficers  representii^  the  goTem- 
■Dent  of  a  large  kingdom,  so  that  he  was  himself 
obliged  to  the  hospitality  of  a  noble  widow,  the 
DAme  de  la  Mac^e.  I  then  found  an  inn  as  near  as 
I  could  to  Jeanne's  dwelling,  and,  changing  my 
arms  for  tlip  gimplest  habit  of  a  citizen,  det4.>muned 
to  awut  tho  furlhcr  i«eu»  of  her  fortune*. 

Tliougli  in  tholnrgn*  town  of  Poitierc  men  gvno- 
nll;  found  busier  oecupation  than  in  the  rmull  one 
ofQitnon,who*e  staple  appeared  to  br  court  go>«ipi 
yet  there  wanted  not  curioutj  or  ioterest  here  for 
one  who  wa4  brought  expreetly  fcHr  tlie  purpose  of 
M>  soleann  a  decision.  Every  hour  brought  us  news 
of  fresh  arrivals  of  the  nobility  of  the  provinoe, 
come  to  aid  in  the  deliberation  whether  the  despe- 
rate fortunes  of  France  were  to  be  oommitt^  to 
the  cnthuEiafini  of  a  simple  shepherdow.  Among 
tfaese  was  Jean  d'Aulon,  a  knjglit  mucJi  cfU'einod 
by  all  the  court  and  pople,  and  afterwmxls  fl»* 
Hiibed  by  l!u>  great  Dunois  as  the  most  di»cre«t 
nut  Doble  gentleman  of  his  time. 

At  length,  when  all  wax  prepared  for  the  proce- 
dure, we  lcArnc<l  that  the  king,  by  tltc  mouth  of 
bit  Chancellor,  Retuiud  dc  Chartres,  Archbishop 
of  Rheims,  but  who  had  never  yet  liad  the  good- 
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foTtuDO  vrvon  to  l<iok  upon  bis  •johiepucopal 
deli\-tffiiil  tlieir  cotnniii^sion  to  th«  moat  Wrned 
doctors  of  die  royal  [lurty  la  cpenk  with  Uie  maiden 
and  declare  to  the  council  wliether  lier  iiiapiratioos 
might  be  trusted. 

.  RunnuJ  de  Chartrcc,  besides  that  he  w&b  do 
Mend  to  Jcanoe  heivolf,  wlivthcr  biassed  by  Li 
TremoaiUft  or  led  by  lii»  own  opinion,  luid  uUo  per- 
suaded tJie  king  to  send  certain  frian  tnioois  to 
Domreniy  to  inquire  into  h«r  previous  life,  uod  to 
Jacques  OAlu,  late  ArchtHBtiop  of  Twum  and  now 
of  Lmbrun,  a  man  venerable  for  pjiety  and  learn- 
ing, with  certain  projwdttoua  despatched  on  buhalf 
of  tlie  king  of  France  for  bis  reply. 

It  was  in  Die  parlour  of  Maltra  Jean  Ruba- 
t<nu's  liouiH^  that  Jeanne  rccci^'cd  tlin  conimis- 
ttionen.  Th«ir  nani««  and  offices  rntro  great  in  tha 
vstimalioD  of  mt-n  to  give  weight  to  their  wnrda. 
Jtan  Lambert,  profciuor  of  thwilogy  in  the  uoiwr- 
titijf  of  Paria,  tli«  canon,  Guillaumc  le  Mari<  of 
KoitUil,  the  friar  preacher,  Guillaume  Ayinni, 
profesenr  also  of  theology,  the  Abbi^  de  Talmoat, 
and  niuiiy  others,  whose  words  nK-n  quoted  for 
lionerty  and  judgment,  and  soinettmcc  for  tfanir 
ascetic  wrerity,  pa«»cd  througli  the  ulnK-t  in  grave 
and  decent  order  from  tJie  houae  of  La  Mac4!o  to 
thatwlien.' Jeanne  was  lodged.  The  people  crowdad 
after  tliem  to  tluc  gate*,  and,  aa  tlie  rumour  spread 
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fhrougli  the  town,  the  numberg  kopt  mercaring, 
tliougli  hut  to  look  upon  tlie  judge*  as  tiicjr  iOi»u3(l 
rclum,  for  no  docuJon  GouU)  be  kiMwn  tliflt  day, 
and,  if  it  might  be,  to  speak  or  to  see  her  who  was 
the  obj«ct  of  »uch  an  assemblage. 

It  was  remarked  that  Jeanne,  thougli  bImj  rc- 
caired  tliem  humblj,  oould  scarce  refrain  a  vmile 
m,  on«  by  ono,  and  almoat  in  ailence,  they  took 
their  tteat^  at  tlte  upper  part  of  the  room ;  she 
then  quiaUy  placed  herself  at  the  further  end  of 
M)«  of  tlie  benches,  and  awaited  their  queettoos. 

Jean  Lambert  first  destr^d  her  to  state  the  ob- 
ject of  her  mission  in  her  own  t^i-ms,  which  she 
repeat4Kl  to  him  plainly.  d«olaring  that  she  came 
to  raise  the  *ieg«  of  Orleaos,  and  to  kad  the  king 
to  be  crowned  at  Rhi'iinn. 

"  And  from  wtiom  Itare  you  tliis  power  ?"  asked 
the  theologiao. 

*'  From  f  lim  wlio  alone  cuuld  give  it,"  wnt  ber 
reply. 

"  It  is  a  gmt  end  strange  pretension,"  quoth 
Maitre  Lombert;  "one  which  men  are  bound  to 
diibelieve  until  they  hear  or  see  such  proof  as  can 
Ime  them  in  little  doubt.  How  cante  this  nuMion 
toyoar 

-  JeantM  repeated  the  story  of  brr  visioo*,  how  the 
IWoe  spoke  to  bar  as  sbe  sale  at  noonday  in  ttie 
gudsa,  and  oAaa  agiio  M  she  watdtid  tfat  Socks 
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in  tlie  field,  haunting,  counselling,  aod  blessiBg  1 
ereiywherc,  telling  her  of  the  pity  which  wm  felt 
in  tieaven  for  h«r  countrjr,  and  bidding  Ivn  go 
forth  to  save  it ;  how  iibc  liad  wept  at  hor  own 
uDJitncse,  who  could  neither  vMd  weapon  nor  give 
warlike  couowl,  and  bow  »he  wa>  comforted  andfl 
adviaed.  a»d  began  hencif  to  practisn  the  exer< 
cisee  of  war  ;  of  her  being  sent  to  VaiK'ouWurfi,  of 
the  predictions  there  and  their  accomplidinwiit, 
and  bow,  1o  her  own  grcsL  wondvr,  bed  alio  not 
been  BO  aNKUred,  «h«  now  >lood  before  the  learoed 
of  tJie  land  to  d«dare  all  this. 

Tbeo  arose  a  storm  of  question  and  debate,  mdt 
w  is  not  unfrequent  in  the  assemblies  of  the  learned, 
none  waiting  till  the  otlier  bad  cjiokcn,  and  lonH!^— 
quoting  Scripture,   and   some  deducing  from  iM| 
whimHcally  enough,  reoMos  why  Ae  should  not  be 
credited.  ^h 

"  Of  all  tide  I  know  too  Uule  to  reply  to  yoa."S 
said  Jeanne,  after  long  and  patiently  listening, 
often  in  the  vain  endeavour  to  underatand  aticlli 
•ubtilties  as  puuded  Uie  propoMirv  tliemMl' 
*'  Wliat  I  have  Icornad  hat  been  such  aa  I  oould 
gather  from  the  offices  of  Holy  Church  and  tha 
instructions  of  t>er  priests,  but  if  tliere  be  no  n»fe 
ia  your  boobs  than  you  say,  it  is  a  much  grester 
one  which  baa  been  opeonl  to  me  by  tbc  voices 
that  impirM)  your'*." 
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"Doet  thou  qtKKtion  our  «icml  books?"  ex- 
claimed, in  a  strong  LtmouMU  diuloct,  Brother  He- 
guin,  on  iiBacible  friar,  ready  to  take  exception  at 
all  that  did  not  eioaDate  from  bimeelf,  and  bred  in 
diwuwioD&  of  the  schools  dll  he  bclioved  that 
the  prime  u>e  of  uvcrything  ia  the  world  wa«  to  be 
disputed  oC 

"  I  «]>ni\lc  but  of  wlint  you  my  of  tJiem,"  idu>  nv 
plied;  "  and  b«Ut!v«  iiiert^  u  much  in  them  on  iny  bv- 
balf,  if  you  could  tell  it  me ;  are  tliere  no  hiitori«» 
there  of  nations  saved  when  they  appeared  beyond 
all  help,  and  by  weak  means,  such  as  the  sared 
tbeminlvea  deniad  till  tbey  mw  the  act?" 

"  Thou  i])oake«t  but  the  truth,"  said  Jean  Lam- 
bert, taking  the  word  from  the  tomewbat  ahanhed 
disputant. 

"  Thou  pretendest  then  to  be  a  true  and  Ca- 
tholic believer?"  interposed  tlie  angry  friar, 

*'  A  better  one,  1  f(«r,  than  you,"  she  replied 
quickly,  and  then  recovering  her  rubimets,  "  for 
I  nibmit,  while  you  would  penecute,  aiid  is  not 
that  more  Christian  ?" 

"Alia  !"  continued  the  friar,  still  in  his  country 
■paedi,  "  and  in  what  lungxio^,  tiieo,  spoke  these 
Voioeitoyour 

Jeaonette  smiled,  for  she  could  do  longer  r»> 
strain  bcr  vivacity.  "  In  mucli  better  than  your's," 
ibe  replied. 
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A  euppreesed  laugh  among  t]ie  exAminen,  at 
tlieir  co-udjulor'e  expeiue,  tnterrapted  Ttir  a  mo- 
roeiit  till-  procwcdings.  Gaillaume  Aynivri  rv«iime<l 
in  a  firm  but  not  unkind  tone,  wtiicli  vras  intended 
to  lead  tho  partjos  back  from  pereooal  «trife: 
**  Thou  liast  «aid  that  the  Voi<xs  told  thee  tltat 
Heaven  piti<^  tliv  poopio  of  Pranci?.  luid  will  deli- 
ver them  frum  their  miseries ;  if  Kuch  ileliTCrance 
shall  come,  why  doA  thou  ask  th«  king  for  armies  ? 
the  succour  of  Heaven  can  be  wrought  nitlKMit 
mea-at-urmB." 

"  In  the  name  <^  Heaven,  let  the  mcn-at-oron 
fight !"  exclaimed  Jeanne,  drawing  tienolf  to  hur  fl 
f\iU  hi'ight,  end  for  the  first  timu  bringing  Iwr  full 
entliuitiasm  into  tlie  contest ;  "  and  Heaven  will 
give  the  victory.  Hearaa  will  do  its  own  worii, 
but  we  must  do  our's  worthilj." 

"  Thine  answer  well  contents  me,"  said  the  pro- 1 
fbKtor. 

Brotlier  Seguin  was  n>uw  pre[iBied,  as  he  ma 
disposed,  to  re-new  the  attack.  <*  But  if  it  he  not  1 
the  will  of  Ht?aven  that  men  shoukl  believe  your  ■ 
words?"  exclaimed  he  triumphantly,  "and  whom  ex- 
pect you  to  believe  them,  unWss  you  may  shew  sign 
bj  which  it  is  evident  that  you  shouk)  b<*  Iwlieved? 
If  you  have  nothing  mun^  to  say,  and  tioUiitig  mote 
clear  to  shew,  I  thould  not  be  o»o  to  adviae  the 
king,  nor,  methtnk*,  wouM  the  many  here  mora 
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luirned  tliaii  inywlf  bo  morv  propitiou*  to  you ; 
I  should  not  be  one  to  adviM  him,  oo  >'our  simple 
■ssertum,  to  giv«  you  iitt-n  and  urnia  to  put  in 
peril,  which  are  now  ao  needed  for  his  scrvic4>." 

Jeanne  scarcely  paused,  althuugh  «he  felt  as  if 
her  whole  success  rested  on  her  answer  to  this  well- 
froniAd  objection.  "  I  liave  told  you  my  miEsion," 
the  nnswered  sternly,  "  and  from  Uiut  1  do  not 
swerve.  In  the  name  oT  Heaven !  in  which  I  tpuafc," 
for  this  was  her  accustomed  phrusu,  "  I  am  not 
oome  to  Poitiers  to  work  miracles ;  no  such  matter 
is  enjoined  mo,  or  in  my  power ;  but  lead  me  to 
Orleans,  whither  I  am  sent ;  and  there  I  will  in- 
deed shew  you  signs  which  sliall  leave  you  little 
doubt  of  my  truth.  1  am  sent,"  slw  continued,  "  to 
raise  that  >i^^(;  hear  me  and  heliove  mo  by  the 
event.  I  put  on  tliat  all  I  have  to  oiTer — my  life, 
my  name,  my  truth.  Let  them  give  me  raen-i»t. 
arrtis,  be  they  as  few  as  they  may,  an<l  thillicr  will 
I  go,  in  full  tnist,  abiding  in  all  by  the  event.  I 
will  summon  these  Engliith  to  give  up  theur  siege; 
jrou,  Maltre  Jean  Erault,  whom  I  believe  to  be  a 
kind  man,  as  well  as  a  leamed  ck-rlt,  shall  write, 
if  you  will,  from  me  to  them;  but,  miwUie  siegv^ 
or  not,  tlM  city  shall  b«  delivered,  and  I  «hall  lend 
the  king  to  his  town  of  Rheimti  to  be  crowned. 
Nor  do  1  lock  otJier  hopes^-oertointies  to  me, 
whetlier  you  credit  them  or  not.     TIic  Dukg  of 
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Orleans  mliall  come  back  from  EnglatMl  to  lua 
delivered  estate ;  and  all  I'Vance,  Pans  itself,  thall 
yield  obedience  to  the  riglitful  king ;  tbougit  Tvbat 
I  may  do  to  aid  this,  or  vlience  I  may  see  or  bear 
of  it,  I  know  not.  Orleans  delivered  and  the  king 
crown4.H.I  nt  Rlwims,  1  may,  perhapB,  return  to 
what  1  wiiB." 

No  sooner  liad  the  oommisnoDBn  \v^  tier  that 
day  than  many  of  tli«  inltnbitaiits  pressed  into  tbe 
house  J  as  the  more  respectable  among  thera  vpere 
known  to  Jeaa  Rabeteau  and  his  wife,  and  Jivnnn 
Mcmcil  willing  to  meet  the  intercut  lliey  exhibit*'^, 
no  grcnt  dTort  was  made  to  restrain  tlicm,  aiid 
though  th<:  vxaminatioii  had  lasted  for  more  tltao 
two  houn,  tlic  maiden  sati»fied  tlwir  curiosity  by 
repeating  to  them  the  principal  points  of  it,  plead- 
ing her  own  cause  with  simplicity;  ansveni^ 
those  who  inquired  of  her  wearing  the  drees  of 
a  man,  as  to  the  many  reasons  she  found  to  adopt 
it  for  convenience,  security,  and  modesty  {  that 
ill!.'  (hould  havo  to  Hirve  tiie  king  in  arms,  and, 
tiicnifori*,  ought  to  be  BOCUrtamed  to  the  dr«Hof  a 
soldier. 

In  nil  thi«,  bendes  the  gentle  d«ft>reneo  she 
showed  to  the  opinion  of  all  who  accoMM  hw 
kindly,  she  exliibited  in  many  a  tender  and  forcible 
ttppi'al  tlie  necessity  of  entbuGta«tJc  demotion  to 
Fnuice.cind  Die  ueed  of  propitiating  Providence  In 
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its  bohdf ;  bo  that  xaaojf  and  umong  Hwm  Robert 
Thibaultf  tho  king's  chi«f  gruoiii,  were  mov^d 
«VBii  to  tears.  Ho  hod  k-d  me  wiUi  liim  into  tlie 
bouM,  but  I  took  care  to  plucc  in^M-'lf  iu  tlie  sliade 
of  a  wardrobe  near  tbu  door  of  tli>e  lai^  room,  so 
tliat,  muffled  in  my  winter  clo&k,  and  my  fiiM 
dutded  by  my  tund,  I  incurred  in  the  crowd  litt1« 
danger  of  particular  (ri)«i.'rvation. 

At  length,  Madame  Kabateau,  who  had  ex> 
patiated  to  the  people,  as  nhe  afterwards  did  to 
the  eommissioDers,  on  the  gentleness  and  goodness 
of  her  gUL-et,  and  had  led  many  of  them  to  Tieit  th<: 
Uttle  ohapcl  annexed  to  ttie  house,  where  she  »pent 
uch  of  Iter  time,  observed  her  Hutihed  and  excited 
lotenance,  and  the  overquicknesa  of  her  mann«^r, 
'•And,  rem^imbcring  the  need  she  must  hare  for  re- 
pose, ditinicMid  the  people. 

Yet  for  more  tba»  a  furlnight  did  tlie  daily  task 
of  question  and  reply  continue,  to  satisfy  the  many 
who  cnme  anew ;  Mme  bearing  chai^  in  the  piur- 
liaraent;  wme  theologians;  totaa  witlt  le«  autbo- 
riccd  curiosity.  And  every  day  did  the  public 
interest  seem  to  increase  as  to  ttra  decision  which 
was  to  take  plaeo,  tliuugb  tlteitt  were  ahnort-ae  many 
parties  and  ahades  of  belief  and  euthuHtaiiii  n^  in- 
diriduals  to  compustr  thvm.  Those  who  admired 
her  wore  ijideed  many ;  those  wlw  entirely  tru*ted 
yet  b*it  few.  For  myself,  my  impatience  fevwrwl  me, 
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allliough  I  hcArd,  and  sometiiiwa  MW,  tibat 
bore  die  delay  with  firmn«s«,  thougti  she  lort  oo ' 
opportunit)'  of  presGiDg    upoo  ibose  eutrunUd  to 
Bp«ak  with  Iti'r  the  DuouMitjr  of  actiuu,  I 

She  ivpuaU'd  lier  i^ntrvulies  for  tlie  take  of  the 
(^pressed  pwple  of  Orleaus,  and  urged  to  bur 
beerera  their  own  danger  from  procrastiDatioo. 
when  they  asked  whjr  slio  usually  colU<d  CImuIm 
"  tii«  Dauphin." 

"  1  will  call  him  king,"  «h«  replied,  "  as  soon  u 
you  have  sufiered  mv  to  lead  liim  to  RhettnB  tu  be 
cruwned."  i 

About  three  weeks  aft«r  our  arrival,  uur  taa-' 
pense  Itad  its  end.  1  was  walking  on  tbc  rampurti 
of  the  castle,  ai>d  vojoying  tlw  first  protoiw  of 
spring,  which  was  beginning  a  little  to  dotbe  tbe 
proeitcct,  poor  in  extent  wlicii  compared  with  that 
of  Chinou,  or  even  of  Locbei,  but  vari<^t(xl  Mke 
them  with  a  river,  and  to  itie  mora  cheerful  from 
the  different  aspect  of  Uie  season,  and  tn  itMilf, 
when  not  wronged  by  comparison,  a  iM>blu  scene  of 
ftrti I ity,  extending  o\-er  lofty  hills  and  rich  vaUeys.1 
Her«,  or  in  Uiv  aisles  of  Ste.  Radegondo,  or  the 
still  more  andent  Saxon  [ule  of  Ndtru  Dame,  or  to 
tJie  Bpaciow  and  beauUful  catliodral,  it  was  my 
custom  to  muse  for  hours  alone,  for  t  lind  no  acci- 
dental society,  save  what  I  encountmvd  ia  tb« 
Btieete,  or  at  the  inns,  ai>d  I  was  little  disposed 
seek  it 
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Robert  Thibeult,  to  be  sure,  bjr  bis  zeal  in 
Juanne's  belinlf,  had  won  my  full  frieadBtiip,  uod 
that  waI  had  buen  tenfold  increased  Ebc«  bIm  b«r- 
»etf  had  diwcoverad  it;  nod^ laying  h«r  baod  upon 
Itis  stwiildor,  wluin  Iw  came  from  tlxt  royal  reeideitce 
to  introduce  to  tier  frvxh  cxaniinants,  had  uAd  him 
tbat  she  wished  all  went  as  well-disposed  towards 
bnr  •>  hinuclf.  I  aUnoEt  took  as  much  picuaurv  in 
the  approbation  bcHtowvd  on  him  who  was  half  my 
proselyte,  a«  if  it  lind  l>ei-n  spoken  to  niy*elf,  I 
felt  that  I  was  koeping  my  promise  of  unseen, 
unknown  succour. 

But  it  was  Robert  Thibault  who  sought  me,  and 
interrupted  my  walk.  "Come  with  me,"  he  said, 
"  to  Ukif  tiouM.-  of  La  niac4!o ;  the  pariiament  lias  di- 
liboratcd,  and  given  in  itc  reply  to  the  eomkcil,  so 
have  tbe  doctors ;  and  further  information  'm  arrived 
frocn  ekewhere ;  I  know  well  that  you  would  Iain 
be  tlic  first  to  know  of  Uiis ;  and  if  you  will  remain 
with  me  in  the  hall,  we  shall  have  intelligence  long 
before  it  is  spread  abroad  in  PtHlier*." 

I  uag'Tly  ai.xept4!d  biw  oSer,  and  went  with  him  ] 
BX>d  tlten)  indeed  in  tlto  hall  did  1  behokl  the 
stir  of  a  kingdom's  greatest  attending  on  Itie 
event  of  its  deliverance.  Prelates  and  doctors 
paued  to  and  fro ;  lugli  and  haughty  nobles  stooped 
for  once  to  tlieir  inleriors  to  gain  some  place  in  tlio 
bu^  throng;  the  friars  minors,  who  bad  juit  re* 
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turned  frotn  Domremy,  vere  there  aUoftdlDg  an  the 
king,  nnd  froni  tliein  I  teamed  hapi^  newt  oTtlioee  I 
regardful  nnd  loved  there ;  and  a  oiesaragtr  waited 
his  reward,  wlio  had  just  given  n  ]mrkttt  from 
Jacques  (>(lu,  tlie  archbishop  of  Einbrun,  into 
the  king's  own  hand.  It  was  not  tlrn*,  or  at  that 
time,  that  1  could  learn  uU  I  am  about  to  relate. 
It  is  onlj  1ira«  tJiat  may  loo»eu  the  tongue  of  his- 
tory ;  and  I  \itiw  liveil  long  enough  to  listen  to  it. 
Tliey  went  only  tim  partakers  of  (he  king's  most 
secret  councils  who  were  permitted  to  attend  him 
ou  this  occasion ;  all  that  might  Ut  pablid;  de- 
clared was  well  known ;  it  remained  for  thoM  who 
weri>  finally  tu  weigh  the  judgnwnt«  of  oUiMfa,  and 
to  estimate  their  influence  upon  events,  (O  deckle 
upon  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  Jeanne  d'An- 
and  her  mission.  With  Charles  in  this  last  reaort, 
were  the  Archbishop  Renaut  de  Chartres,  La  Tn^- 
mooille,  Aleofon,  the  Counts  of  VendOma  aad 
Clennoot,  and  Gerard  Machet,  Bishop  of  Cartrao. 
This  last  La  Trcntouille  would  willingly  haTS  ax* 
clud«d,  for  his  inconvenient  leal  and  tveklMi 
honcaty  of  purpom!.  "  In  our  deeds,"  he  sud  to 
the  king,  *'  we  muiit  regard  the  mortal  chances  of 
the  kingdom,  not  the  hopes  of  prievts  and  fanatics  j" 
but  Charles  only  replied,  "  Ordinary  chances  will 
not  save  us  now,  and  rasliness  is,  pcrliu|)«,  (ho  only 
wisdom  we  have  left." 
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Th«  Bi«l)op  of  CosUtts,  as  be  expected,  spoke 
long  and  waruily  in  btihftlf  of  Jestine's  pnteDtioiu. 
"If  I  tiad  any  tloubt,"  lie  ewocJuded,  "  Umt  her 
nuBsion  IB  iiMleed  a  thing  ordained,  it  vould  not 
be  for  me  to  adv<M:atc  any  palUring  with  inipoiAure, 
'  4>ut  have  we  not  beard  Uie  \fttttr  of  Die  learned 
I  Bnd  Tenemblo  Archbishop  of  Embrun  ?  Hath  he 
Bot  dearly  proved  that  the  cause  ie  one  likely  to 
call  for  dtvine  int^rpomtioQ  ?  To  believe  that  it  is 
not  with  us  always  seems  to  me  little  better  thati 
A  Mwphinny;  and  I  eee  that  those  wlio  order 
their  lives  on  such  infidelity,  ant  but  the  wunw  for 
their  creed.  Has  he  not  ihown  ut  tliat  tiw  lowMt 
things  of  nature  Imve  been  made  wonderworkers, 
as  if  to  prove  ttiat  the  spirit  that  led  them  alone 
should  claim  the  glory  ?  and  is  not  this  a  noble  and 
generous  girl,  of  whose  life,  and  here  we  have  the 
tettimony  of  those  you  have  w^nt,  the  wliole  li>nour 
ha*  been,  as  &r  aa  it  may  ha  in  mortal,  honeet, 
decent,  and  blameless  ?  Is  she  not  fit  to  lead  troopa 
who  is  ready  to  die  at  the  head  of  them  ?  Some 
such  examples  hare  of  lata  been  needed  for  our 
anas,"  1»  continued,  glancing  at  Clermont.  "  We 
cannot  yet  try  the  divinity  of  lier  inspiration  by 
what  it  shall  do  for  us ;  but,  in  alt  that  it  lias  caused 
her  to  do,  is  there  any  trace  of  evil  found  ?  and 
tliat  after  w-arch  to  strict,  that,  until  this  time,  1  b«> 
Uered  not  that  any  human  nature  cotild  bear  the 
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scrutiny.  Do  we  dittrust  our  own  riglits 
HwTen  should  refmin  from  faTOuring  tliem,  or  uti 
OVD  neceBsiUes  that  sue  for  Buch  favour  P  Woi 
we  cast  adde  th«  instrument  Uut  coomw  at  tlic 
moment  to  our  hutul,  and  that  shews  filtiug  for  nil 
tlie  purpose  we  would  have  it  put  U>?  I  am  old } 
my  life  of  little  value ;  my  eartJily  hope*  would 
end  with  the  r^stoTution  of  my  king  to  his  tJirooe||^^ 
of  my  country  to  Jii>r  ancient  jwace ;  or  1  would 
ofPvr  my  poor  lif^'  a»  pledge  along  with  her\  that 
she  U  true,  and  that  wondrous  suooesa  shall  be  the 
IJTOof  of  h«r  pro]>hec]es." 

"  Orleans  is  our  last  bulwark,**  abmrv«d^ 
king;  '*  we  have  tHhor  towns,  hut,  lo«e  llictt  gret ' 
stake,  and  where  shall  wu  find  hettrt*   to  man 
them?" 

"  It  is  Iteart  tliat  you  want,  entliuaiasm,  leol, 
resumed  the  bisliop.  "  Why  do  many  French  l 
before  a  handful  of  Engli^  ?  Are  tboy  weaker  or 
worse  men  at  arms?    No;  but  the  old  spirit'^tlu 
trust  of  success — is  ilcd ;  there  is  but  otiu 
tlistcan  infuse  it  anew  into  your  chivalry." 

"  Even  Jacques  Gdlu,  whom  you  quote,"  obs 
La  Tremouille,  who  hod  been  reatling  that  Knh> 
bishop's  despatch,  "  says  that  Uiere  Is  no  harm  io^ 
uflng  prudenuu ;  the  doctors,  I  confess,  are,  for  tli^| 
most  {lart,  favoumbli;  to  this  maiden ;  but  they  are 
men    who   live    secluded    from    tJie 
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US  and  )eg<;nd« — ^1  pray  you,  pardon  me — be- 
'  as  UuUi«  to  tltcm  :  tlic  pHrliumeot  composed 
of  more  practical  intcUlgcnceis — men  accustomed  to 
the  belief  of  tlieir  sotiscs— look  but  coldly  on  all 
that  Ihw  come  before  them  on  her  behalf." 

"And  aro  ready,  doubtlees,"  quoth  Aleofon, 
'*  out  of  their  pnictiail  wisdom  to  suggest  wotiw 
better  means  for  tiie  king's  service,  and  the  deliver- 
ance of  his  realm." 

"  There  hatlt  been  no  such  question  put  to  them, 
or  they  might  have  answered  it  better  than  it  has 
been,"  replied  La  Tremouille. 

**  And  Uiu  people,"  said  tlie  bishop. 

"  Nay,"  int)!rposed  the  Archbishop  of  Rlwims, 
*'  count  not  upon  tliem,  brother ;  for  if  the  voxpopuU 
were  the  vox  Dei,  it  would  he  now  as  much  ex- 
pivesed  in  ribald  and  unwemly  jests,  as  in  the  praises 
•ad  clamour)  which  you  would  have  awakened,  and 
which  should  be  needed  too,  that  any  effect  should 
come  of  her  acts," 

"  Aod  you,  noble  cousins,"  said  tlto  king  to  the 
two  counts. 

VendAme  first  replied,  and  briefly ;  "  Ever  since 
1  hare  seen  her.  and  converted  wiUi  her,  I  Itave 
bMD,  as  your  highness  knows,  a  beli<*rer  in  her 
truth  I  and  when  1  measure  the  short  span  that 
your  Viugdom  shall  exttrt.  without  such  meiine  as 
her's,  my  loyalty  joins  with  my  judgment  to  bid  you 
accept  her  service." 
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'*  I  own  thkt  I  inoline  to  my  kinstnau'i  opi- 
nion," said  CIoriDODt, 

La  Treniouille  was  both  aatoniahBd  and  dis- 
appointed at  the  decIaratiiOD.  "  It  is  not,"  he  cod- 
tjmicd,  "  that  I  put  tuty  implicit  UuU\  in  twr  words, 
but  I  think  Uwt  in  tbe*«  tini«(>  it  would  be  foil}'  to 
cast  amde  any  cliance  of  aucoeas.  If  by  Iter  means 
Orleans  could  but  be  succoured  and  revictuallKl, 
for  both  men  and  provisions  are  thvre  but  Iwpvlewly 
■cut  to  oppoM  th«  many  and  weU-stqiplied  Englinh. 
we  should  gain  a  rfsptto  of  tonu)  timR,  and  otJwr 
accidents  might  arise  on  our  Iwhalf.  We  may  ust> 
th«  enthusiasm  slie  may  awaken  in  sooio  without 
sltaring  in  it,  or  even  believing  in  its  ewaav ;  and  if 
tiici)  Avi  [wmh  by  h«r  mlf-conocit,  she  has  but  bn-- 
self  to  blame  for  it." 

Aktnyou  and  tlic  bishop  of  Costres  both  sprat^ 
.to  their  feet,  but  the  old  man  waved  tlw   young 
'  warrior,  prince  as  he  was,  down  witli  liis  hand,  and 
then,  when  he  had  the  uncontested  opportunity  of 
reply,  felt  himself  unable  fur  a  whik  to  speak.  Hi* 
Jir«t  thoughtit  •K«tw  biltwr  invective  against  htm 
who  could  lonve  Orloana  thus  unguarded,  and  then 
1 10  calmly  describe  the  utuation  lie  had  eo  contri- 
buted to  cause.    Wonder  divided  him  with  angert 
but  he  took  a  turn  or  two  up  and  down  the  room, 
etill  impaUt-ntly  waving  his  hand   lest  any  should 
spnak ;  then  turned  short,  stopped,  and  looked  on 
the  Arclihtshop  of  Rheims. 
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"  I  pray  you,  reverend  father,  put  for  me  into 
Enme  coul  and  considerate  wonU,  such  as  may 
become  tliis  liigli  prewnce,  the  Uioughtt  which  I 
would  fain  »po«k  u  to  you  alone,  u  though  you 
Kvre  my  confessor  to  advise  me  to  do  right.  U'hat 
mild  reproof  can  one  of  a  holy  order  give  to  him, 
wjio,  like  thfl  magician,  would  deal  in  inspiration, 
as  a  thing  bought,  sold,  and  to  be  pro6t«d  by  ?  If 
they  were  but  tiie  himcit  hop«*  of  a  poor,  misled, 
overwrought,  human  brain  tliat  we  were  speaking 
of,  wliat  ehoidd  we  say  to  him  who  would  sell  the 
enthusiast'flUfe?" 

He  ^an«nl  at  Clermont  for  a  moment.  "  I  pray 
you,"  tie  continued  to  tlie  arclibi^iop,  "  do  you  for 
me  what  1  find  no  m«aa»  of  doing;  make  him 
comprehend  clearly  wliat  it  is  to  put  reckless  im- 
posture before  the  people  as  a  snare,  or  to  treat 
fincinrution  ue  though  it  vnri  imposture."  H«  then 
tOtaeiM  lo  tin-  king :  "  Believe,  sire,  and  accept, 
dMldltvc  and  refuse,  for  though  you  should  by 
rtiist  diebetief  lose  all  your  realm,  that  uliould  be 
a  light  puntEhroent  to  wliat  ittiould  fall  on  the  hypo> 
eriqr  and  trvnson  which  you  are  counselled  to 
practiM." 

He  aate  down.  The  Count  de  Clermont  lookwl 
haughtily,  and  vras  preparing  a  fierce  reply.  La 
Tremouillo  inl4.Tpo«Md. 
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"  I  3M  nothing  to  blame  and  mucli  to  aj>prov»,' 
he  laid, "  io  what  the  noble  prince  has  declared. 
If  it  be  decided  tbat  tliie  maiden  sliall  havo  fan 
will,  and  go  with  men  attd  munitions  to  tlio  rolief  of 
Orisaiu,  •urcly  we  tu>ed  not  cast  a«id«  the  caaanaa 
means  of  war.  Let  her  be  nirraundcd  by  sui 
generals  as  we  inay  truet,  led  by  them  as  a  bun 
or  a  talisman,  if  you  will,  for  thocc  who  belii>vp 
bar.  Surttiy  wo  who  do  not  credit  her  won!*, 
all,  when  we  are  prepared  to  yield  to  you,  who 
and  to  act,  if  we  may  not  think,  as  you  would  have 
us." 

"  Yes,  you  would  make  Heaven  Itself  a  puppet 
MU*1  the  indignant  old  man,  n«ing  once  mont,  "  but 
which  of  your  leaders  haa  won  yet  ?  it  is  by  inspired 
counsels,  speaking  in  the  genius  and  the  eentt 
I  have  witnessed  in  her.  and  by  their  differeaoit 
from  all  Umt  haa  gone  before,  that  we  must  be 
saved.  Nobk'king!  youconnot  thusoet  by  hiilvM, 
nay,  it  ii<  impo«ibl«  tliat  you  can  believe  by  halvas  [ 
you  have  yoursnlf  much  conversed  with  her ;  to  you 
iilte  brought,  »s  you  declared,  a  token  of  liigh  ere' 
dencv ;  you  have  heard  the  opinions  of  all  seleci 
by  Ui«  reverend  fntitcr  archbishop  to  hear  and 
oouatel  you  in  thtti  mattvr.  By  the  chivalry  of 
your  house,  you  cannot  <levote  this  poor  ntaideit  a  led 
sacriSce  to  the  errors  of  others,  if  you  diftielievn; 
by  the  allegiance  which  even  you  owe,  and  musl^ 


3 


THE  MAID  OF  ORLEANS. 


213 


■ 


at  the  last,  pay  more  heavily  than  ub  all,  if  you  be- 
lieve, ;ou  dare  not  tamper  with  that  slt«  boar*,  but 
must  prefer  tile  wisdoin  of  which  show  Uiu  depository 
to  that  which  a  tliouBaDj  fatal  revcnGs  liarfi  dis- 
prov(.-d  uiid  foiM." 

The  king  paused  long,  then  si>emed  to  colkct 
faia  thoughu,  atut  »poke :  '*  Reverend  I'atiier,  you  are 
right;  1  have  looked  into  my  own  heart  as  well  as 
1  may,  and  tliouglit  of  what  has  been  said  by  others, 
as  well  as  I  can  weigh  it,  and  I  am  not  aeliamed  to 
own  that  I  do  look  to  this  maiden  for  safety,  and 
the  rccovt^ry  of  my  n-ulm.  I  think  tlint  sha  is 
sent  to  IDC  U)  tlint  great  intent.  1  will  accept  her 
services^  and  »lii>  shall  have  higli  coromiuion  oe  the 
leader  of  an  army  for  the  suecour  of  Orleans. 
That  is  her  first  promise,  and  God  epeed  her  in  it4 
fulfilment.  But  that  we  may,  as  your  brother  of 
Embrun  vounsuls  us,  omit  no  means  of  prudeoo^ 
slw  sludl  tukve  with  lier  as  many  wise  and  valiant 
captains  as  can  b«  found  to  counsel  and  to  aid  iMr 
in  matters  in  which  she  ix  iuexjiert.*' 

"  But  to  obey  as  well  as  to  counsel  P"  asked  tl» 
bish(^. 

'*  Let  tlM)  coDunission  run  in  tliese  words,  tliat 
they  ant  to  take  no  step  without  advising  with  Ikt, 
and  to  regard  lier  as  cluvf  of  the  war,"  said  the 
king. 

"  It  is  tlius  that  I  would  myself  liuvc  advised," 
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uud  Lu  Trvmouillc  promptly,  "  and  so  would  your 
higlitMcc,  couNin  uf  Clcmiont,  us  I  well  know." 

"  I  have  marked  and  vrincn  down  th«  word* 
your  highness  would  have  imwrted,"  eaid  tfie  Bishop 
ofCastres;    Uie  king  read  them  and  aasentod, 

"AndnowtoChinonandtawork  T'said  the  king. 

"  Therein  comes  my  part,"  exclaimed  Aten^on ; 
"  my  raniom  is  not  yet  paid,  or  I  would  Gght  rida 
by  side  with  her;  I  must  not  break  my  parole  j  but 
in  the  osscmbling  of  your  forces,  I  may  at  least 
show  my  zeal  for  j-our  highness  and  for  Pranoe, 
and  my  trii^  in  hrr  vho  will  savA  both,  V^th 
your  highnpiis'  leave,  I  accompaoy  you  to  Chinon, 
and  then  go  on  at  once  to  Blois,  where  I  may  b«*t 
do  tliis  duty." 

"  Right,  cousin,"  said  the  king.  "  and  you,  my 
reverend  Lord  of  Castres,  shall,  if  you  please,  bring 
the  maiden  to  us  early  in  the  morning,  that  we 
may  confer  with  her  upon  lier  own  personal  needa, 
and  appoint  her  such  officers  as  may  liocomo  oar 
station.  I^t  the  Chrvalicr  d'Aulon  atti.'-jid  iitc  this] 
evening,"  he  called  to  an  attendant,  who  answe: 
his  summons. 

All  rosp  to  dcpnrt-,  ovou  La  TremouiUe'a  pnMOM, 
uppcari;d  iiitwolt-ome,  and  lie  for  once  had  strained 
the  pliancy  of  liis  humour,  nearly  ns  far  as  it  would 
bear,  bo  tliot  he  was  little  anxious  to  stay;  but  in 
going  ha  ashed ;  "  Were  it  not  as  wcl  ]  tliat  my  Lord 
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of  Rheiim  ihottUl  Mconipuiy  the  Buhop  of  Co«tre« 
to  tiie  propheten,  and  oumrnunicate,  at  Ei«  my, 
the  result  of  our  coofcroiicc  without,  tut  it  needs  not 
to  be  said  to  him,  any  m>edlm.t  i^xpo^urv  of  our  in- 
dividual opimone  ?  We  all  know  that,  IkpUi  fur  hin- 
own  sake  and  that  of  the  kingdom,  what  vm  do 
Ehoukl  at  least  appear  uoanimous  and  confident." 

"  1  am  «o  br  willing  to  serve  the  king  and  the 
realm,"  tn1«rpo«.-d  the  Bisliop  of  Castres,  "  that 
for  nw  you  shall  h«v«  the  services  of  Jeanne  d'Ait 
without  any  iM>edlc94  tliniinution  of  her  zeal.  Of 
iu  pimers,  I  shnll  hit  content  to  speak  villi  you  n 
£ev  montlkB  hence ;  for  the  prenent,  nut  being  quitv 
unaware  that  unworthy  suspicions  will  sometimea 
attach,  when  one  of  a  party  ia  deputed  to  do  the 
work  of  all,  I  thank  you  for  so  noble  a  witness 
llinl  1  do  not  bn^k  tlie  oath  of  »crwy  I  liave  Uikea 
to  the  king,  without  his  absolving  pennis^on,  and 
I  hold  it  a  high  honour,  though  a  just  one  to  the 
maiden  herself,  that  Hic  reverend  archbishop 
etiould  be  joined  with  me  in  tltis  measage." 

With  thtH  t«m|Krat^  sarcasm  the  council  broke 
up,  U' Anion  at  Die  moment  coming  iu  to  attend 
the  king's  summons. 

It  was  by  this  time  nearly  dark,  and  1  had  been 
walking  in  a  garden  attached  lo  U>c  liouse,  wImtv 
the  higher  members  of  the  houwhold  were  allowed 
to  take  their  recreation,  a  higher  terrace  railed  off 
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boing  rctenred  for  the  king  and  liu  immodiaU 
frieiida. 

.  Robert  Thibault  bad  left  tne  on  afbira  wbiofa 
concerned  his  oOice,  and  I  was  just  thinking  of 
te-ent«riiig  the  hall,  wh«n  1  just  discerned  in  the 
dimnees  the  figure  of  La  Tremoiiille,followed  hyth»t 
of  La  Jaille,  cuining  hsstll;  down  from  the  roynl 
terrace  into  the  lower  garden.  1  tcucflly  Icnew 
Ann)  what  inipuW  1  stepped  luido,  nwrvly  ftir-i 
hap4  to  Kvoid  the  nec««aity  of  a  low  talutatlon  to 
one  I  disliked,  and  to  pursue  without  inttimiptioa 
my  owi)  chain  of  thought ;  but  the  first  few  words 
I  heard  nuulv  me  an  int«i«stMl  Uetoner. 

"Tu>h:  tu»h!"  mid  Ln  Trvmouillc,  "giTatUj 
principal  command  of  Ok  anay  to  thi»  eiiUiuciatt  I 

"  It  cannot  now  be  lielped,"  obaervod  La  Jaillo,^ 
"  if  what  you  say  be  true." 

"  Boy»  see  no  further  than  old  men,  it  Beentl,*^ 
aaid  La  Tremouille  drily  j  "  it  is  helped  already, 
at  least  the  ni<.>ans  are  concluded  of,  and  that  with  | 
meh  the  thing  itei'lf  done." 

"  But  how  urt-  you  thu«  her  enemy?"  askad  Lftj 
Joille. 

"  Is  she  not  a  new  power,  a  new  leader,  mini^ 
tfir,   what  not  ?    when  tilings  are  to  be  d»ne  by 
the  directtoo  of  prophi-cy,  wJiw   shall    t«ll   where  ^^ 
Uio  authority  or  it»  cxeiviw  i«  to  end  ?    And^H 
she  Ects  up,  ea  all  !<ucli  must,  for  a  precisian )  it  ia 
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th«rtrttd«;  »m«IIty,co»Tnptioo, luxury,  will bethe 
cant  io  hermouth  in  the  court,  when  oticp  diwipliiM 
hM  bMii  achieved  in  the  camp.  And  is  i)>e  not  of 
the  low  people,  who  ham  no  ^ympothj  with  the 
tastes,  tJie  wanbi,  of  ttieir  superiors ;  who  would 
claim  to  meaaure  all  by  s  mere  dty  scale  of  right 
and  wrong,  as  though  thn«  were  neither  prvfentm 
nor  privilcg«  in  th"  world  ?  Shall  I  lose  my  influ- 
ence witti  the  king,  and  to  ninh  a  one  with  whom 
I  could  not  ev«n  claim  a  (Jiare?  No  ;  the  part  of 
a  favourite  is  no  reiy  sure  possession  in  the  court  of 
France,  and  some  have  vacated  it  rather  tragically ; 
yet,  having  it,  I  will  keep  it  as  long  and  as  boldly 
as  I  may,  though  the  axe  or  the  dagger  di»niss  ma 
at  last,  Bud  tliat,  too,  without  partnership  of  any, 
but,  most  of  all,  without  such  a  companion." 

"  But  in  thu  strife,"  quoth  Ia  Jaille,  "  thn 
chance  of  saving  tite  kingdom  itself  may  be  loot. 
When  one  w  on  bonnl  a  ship  in  u  fearful  storm, 
one  would  even  permit  to  one'*  enemy  the  honour 
of  bringing  U>e  vessel  into  port." 

"  Perhaps  not  if  one  had  a  boat  at  hand  for  on«'« 
aelf.  Does  the  surrender  of  Sully  U'lwli  tliiit  no- 
thii^  ?  When  the  English  pturc  my  own  n'lation 
as  governor  of  the  town  they  have  captured  fmm 
me,  perltape  you  may  guess  at  their  motive,  and 
think  that,  even  tn  the  last  extremity  of  the  king's 
aifatrs,  hit  minister  may  be  enabled  in  tlu;  finishing 
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scramble  to  avail  hiinwlf  of  balU  thrown  to  the 
stwiay,  which  may  draw  off  thti'ix  atttrntion  rttin 
pluud«riiig  him,  aod  even  induce  them  to  canai 
hiiD.  It  it  a  time  for  prudence,  and  1  baTe  *»• 
doa\*oured  to  fjcnrciw  it ;  Charles,  or  Henry,  Kit 
or  France,  but  La  TremoaiU«  ftill  »  rich  oob 
man!" 

**  By  the  maas,  but  i  wieh  you  could  ioclude ' 
in  th«  Nunc  wfearrutigi'<mt.'nt,"  obeanred  La  JaiUo. 

■*  When  ^iw.  tim»  comet  tliou  diall  lunro  thy 
deserts,"  raid  La  Tremouille  j  "  let  me  ««  how 
tliuu  wilt  lorvo  in«,  and  I  will  not  forgot  tbea  in 
need.  Lixten ;  tho  oomniiuion  is  to  be  drawn  m 
titat  the  generaU  wliom  I  Iiave  mana^^  to  plaea 
around  her  may  do  nothing  without  consuhing 
her.  Marry,  the  choleric  bishop  haa  fot^gotten  that 
tlwy  may  not  cliooao  to  tako  her  oouomI  ;  bul  than 
she  is  '  chief  of  tli«  war,'  a  good  naio*  aa  far  u  [t 
goes,  OK  istlie  king's  in  Chinon,  butas  tliou  knoWM* 
IttUe  more  thaii  a  name.  Now,  I  would  hsva  thtw 
generals,  Plorent  d'lUiers,  the  bustard  Jenn  of 
Orleans,  all  of  thorn  to  know  Umt,  if  they  follow 
their,  own  will  rather  than  tlte  spirit  uf  tiie  con- 
mission,  its  words  tlioy  may  koop  if  thry  flhoow, 
that  ttivy  fhall  fmd  no  difficulty  to  cImt  tbainwtMa 
with  tho  kinf;  or  his  council ;  that  if  thoy  tucoead, 
and  Wf-U  of  them  has  vanity  enough  to  be  touched 
tliirrv.  it  will  be  to  their  honour,  and  not  to  tliat  of 
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'.  woman,  who  it  ix  tliamc  xtioulil  lead  th«in  i  and, 
if  they  lail.  which  likulj  «iK>ugh  thtrf  vahj,  though 
tiwy  need  not  be  told  of  that,  tlwrc  nmy  be  mmn 
to  let  the  blame  light  on  tlii»  foolJdi  interruption  of 
tljeirDfiitM," 

"But  how  are  they  to  learn  thU?"  aaked  La 
Jaille. 

-  "  1  but  took  breath  to  tall  thee.  Tliix  muKt  be 
adroitly  insinuated,  with  just  «nough  of  certainty 
und  credential  cotifiileiice  to  ntnlcc  it  believed,  and 
just  caution  enough  to  keep  from  an  inconvenient 
pltfdgv  that  may  bo  turned  against  ua." 

"  Bui."  quoth  U  Jaille,  "  the  kadera  are 
RUBtly  your  fon,  and,  sooth  to  say,  have  no  gnat 
cauae     i  ■" 

*'  We  will  fbtgot  causae  ;  they  are  past,  and  we 
are  to  provide  for  the  fultiro,"  interrupted  La 
Tremouille.  "  llie  task  will  not  be  very  diJHouIt. 
Alan^on.  her  tru«  fritmi),  has  not  paid  his  ransom 
yot.  so  lie  rannot  join  her  in  the  field ;  and  Artliur, 
Count  of  Rii-hetnont,  the  bmvtrst  and  ttio  abWt  of 
tltvii)  oil,  were  ht  not  so  hot-headed,  ii  at  oddii  with 
the  king  still,  and  1  trust  I  may  long  keep  him  so, 
lest  the  tatn  of  Louvot  or  Giac  be  my  own.  Ther* 
ore  yet,  thanks  to  the  civility,  the  wiMlom,  and  the 
prodanca  of  ei>uTti<,  many  who  hold  pretty  well 
with  both  sides,  sucli  aa  t)iyt«lf,  liO  Jnille.  whom  I 
have  found,  and  that  without  blaming  tJM*i,iu  aome 
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lilllu  corrvspondeitce  with  ro)*  opfwoonU.  Never  nc- 
ruM  thyteU';  tJiou  mxtX  how  little  I  Iwol  it,  (or  I 
trust  th^e  now,  1  know  I  can  l>i<)  highnt  for  thoo, 
after  all.  That  little  atfair  of  the  warddiip  of 
Marie  do  la  Meilk-niye  has  Dot  turned  out  as  wv 
I'uuld  hope ;  no  tnntter,  the  timft  will  ooflW  tit 
r^mt>dy  it,  and  at  least  it  i«  no  fuult  of  mine ;  namt 
ttiy  revenge  at  leisure  upon  (lie  girl'*  ob»tiiia^  waL^ 
bad  taste,  and  trust  to  roe  to  work  it  for  tbeo«'^^| 
enough  !  It  is  Uiou,  who,  wiUt  one  or  twu  otfaert, 
must  repair  on  this  erraiw]  to  the  camp  at  Bloia, 
send  messages  by  his  unn  confidants  to  Ch«  Bsatud 
ill  Orleans,  for  thou  wouldit  think  it  iroprud«oi 
]Mrlia]»  to  venture  thither  Uiyself,  and  b;  tbe 
tiiau !  let  the  maiden  be  inspired  or  not,  we  ahidl 
throw  such  a  stumbhng>block  in  her  way,  as  ihall 
need  a  miracle  indeed  to  remove  it.  tkilhitaiao) 
and  the  old  routine  of  custom  and  obttioate  expe- 
rience will  make  strong  dvboto  of  it.  Thou  aees^_ 
I  am  frank  ;  i*  it  a  bargain  ?"  ^| 

At  ttiis  moment  a  large  dog  belonging  to  La 
TretnouiUe  ran  down  the  steps  from  the  hall,  and 
<mme  up  to  his  master;  before  tlie  conversation 
wos  renewed  he  begun  to  wurcli  the  shrubs  among 
whicli  I  was  hidden,  and  gave  a  growl,  which  told 
tlie  speakers  that  something  might  be  found  then. 

*'  Ho !"  cried  La  Tr«niouilk>,  "  ther«  has  been 
■Ome  traitor  listener  here  —  upon  him  t  untt  iato. 
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I^ero  I  let  him  be  founa,  qimI  \w  »h\\\  fay  for  hU 
treuchwry  1" 

Before  tho  sentence  wu  concluilwl  llie  iloft  liiul 
•pning  at   my  throat  j  iinonwd.  oxc^pt   with  a 

»dagger.kmfe,  1  manwged  to  Jiw-ngage  myvlf  by 
rtnking  liim  heavily  on  the  Ikead  witli  thn  hnndlf, 
out  not  before  my  ahouldvr  und  tliff  lowi-r  part  of 
fnytx^ck  were  severely  torn;  and  then,  apprirl)cndiii({ 
yet  worsv  from  the  maeters  than  frotn  th"  animal, 
1  daihed  at  speed  up  th#  nU^pa  wmI  into  the  hull, 
while  for  Ibr  moment  the  ra>n«pifatort  rtood  nghart 
«nd  trrewlute  b«lo*. 

Bij  fint  im|mlw  waa  at  ooee  to  «wk  ihff  king, 

kJbsc  the  treaaoD  I  had  beard  t  but  hi«  bigtt- 

BM  doaalad  wil^  DTAiikn  and  cAlmv,  aitd 

I  cooU  feraoatfe  asy  OB*  10  bMrtny  tUfpnA 

1   tra  U  JnmMSOm  iiriMtiag  tW  «topi 

I  Ut  nthw 
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I  might  with  my  oloak,  relurnet)  by  a  cirvuttou 
route  to  my  inn,  and.  hanng  examined  it,  bim)  i» 
Bured  mywlfthat  nooneaireited  me  there,  Igitthcnd 
logi'liK-i  my  few  effects,  changed  my  dra»s  to  tin 
unns  I  luul  prerioiuly  worn,  paid  my  debt  to  ny 
liost,  and  then,  showing  K  Mmp  of  pnpnr,  which  he 
was  illiterate  enougfi  to  bt'lisve  to  be  an  order  tar 
raising  mt-n  in  the  aoutbero  part  of  tlip  pra\'inct,  I 
ntountcd  myhoree,  and  made  my  way  cautiouily  t» 
tlw  »outh  gnt«, 

1  suffered  one  party  to  pass  through  before  I 
made  tlie  attempt  myself,  and,  finding  ttiat  ttmv 
was  no  rigid  examination,  I  rode  leisurvly  after 
them,  kept  the  same  pace  forn  hundr«<l  ynrds,  aad 
tlimi  nt  full  ffpecd  stmdi  ioto  the  rood  which  led 
round  tlitt  nunpaits  to  the  opponte  fide  of  the 
town. 

A«  soon  ae  1  had  done  this  I  heard  actiro  ud. 
noisy  pursuit,  but  whoever  might  be  eojcunvd  that, 
task  went  right  onwards  on  the  road  to  Guianav, 
and  no  <»te  thought  of  turning  in  the  direction 
I  had  taken.  I  was  soon  in  Uw  way  bock  to  C^iimti, 
and  my  good  horse  had  in  •  couple  of  lioun 
tome  leagues  between  me  and  my  danger. 

I  then  patued  to  give  him  brmili,  nnd  to 
on  my  own  plans.     Beyond  the  immcdtate  •pbora 
of  the  COTirt  tliere  was  little  fear  of  effcrtiTu  potw 
■uil,  or  even  of  trace;  my  own  risk,  Iherefbt*,  tf  I 
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were  dit{x>se<l  to  keep  at  »omo  diitanoe,  was  onit 
with  w))kh  1  couUl  aflord  to  trifle.  Uut  my  pro- 
mise aiKl  my  feelings  imposed  on  me  a  differvnt 
tiuk,  uiid  various  went  the  means  to  ^«OUt«  it 
whicL  pUfiSiKl  thruugi)  my  tiioughts. 

To  roturn  boldljr  U)  Puititfn,  to  took  J«(UUM 
d'Aro  )i«r9i*lf,  luul,  tliroving  osidD  all  (linguiau,  to 
rriate  to  her  tha  truth,  or  to  await  her  for  thiit 
puipoee  on  the  rood  she  must  pass  eitlier  to  Cliinon 
or  to  Tours,  by  rvttiuining  in  prirucy  ut  Chatclk- 
rault,  nriv  which  my  hast»  had  already  bfought 
me,  Tlivn  1  remmnboFiid  that  tlu)  cmft  of  Ijh 
XremouilU,  oiixivially  whttii  Iw  stiould  henr  of  my 
attempt  to  nee  the  king  at  the  house  of  Im  Maioi«, 
•ould)  probably,  bo  sui-round  both  the  motuirch  and 
iMtwdf  at  Poitun  and  on  ttia  jounioy,  ttiut,  w(th 
the  prffjudkw  alraady  raiaed  by  my  Bif;ht,  my  at- 
tempt wouk]  ba  aa  uulew  to  bar  a*  fhtal  to  myRlf. 
I  oould  find  noUiing  to  blanw  in  ny  fligtit,  fur  the 
wardaDdauthurityoftbeOrandChuDberlAinintha 
king's  house  would  Iwve  be«n  (juJIa  auSIcimt  Ut 
tnnalec  ma  bopabasly  to  an  oubUalttf,  tfamv  to  dla 
of  boagar,  If  by  no  apsediar  tnathod.  My  own 
word,  awa  if  I  came  to  tb«i  su&oee  of  tlie  king, 
«otild  hn  nlarlim  to  prova  tha  treaKiR  of  Ml 
> ;  or  raUwr  Cbarias  had  baao  Uw  vk<ira  of 

I  amay  uttharoua  aete,  thai  ha  hardly  npected 
'  in  tfaiMB  who  Mfvad  bin,  and  ndgbl  almott 
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nwent  the  trouble  of  a  duooTfliy,  which,  though  bo 
might  credit  it,  should  not  b«  sufltdentljr  prond  to 
tlio  world. 

ThtD  (ltuigi»'  to  Jeanne  d'Arc,  though  it  might 
ptDve  fatal,  was  diitont  enough  to  nllow  oT  cOD* 
sidering  the  safeet  ineani  tu  avert  it ;  I  t)»<>n!furp  be- 
thought oie  of  her  brother,  Pierre.  He  had  Iteanl 
that  Marie  da  la  ML'illorufe  was  in  Orleaos,  nod, 
from  the  moment  tlmt  he  know  it,  )t»  had  drter>i^| 
mined,  be  the  docisiou  aa  to  bia  aJater  what  H^ 
might,  that  he  would  find  means  to  gain  ite  wall*. 
Wlien  Jeanne  left  Chinon,  as  it  was  usrlew  tint 
sliould  acoumpaiijr  lier,  it  waa  agreed  tluit  he  aboaM 
<le{Kurt  fur  Azaj-  le  lUdceu,  wli<w  cumiMnios 
foniiiiig  in  readiness ;  that,  if  the  ooiiduct  of 
war  were  committed  to  her,  he  might  be  prepared 
to  follow  tier,  it  being  ut>derstood  tlmt  Iw  should 
await  the  event  of  the  examinations;  but  tltat,  if 
lier  euit  were  liiiuUj  denied,  tie  might  Umhi  takt 
service  undwr  aome  otlier  captain,  who  would 
hjni  to  tlie  field  of  battle,  and,  perhaps,  to  a  m.- 
rvBCW!  of  his  love.  In  such  a  case,  I  felt 
auttiotised  to  tliraw  off  all  mystery  tuwanls  Jeaone 
herself;  indued,  it  would  be  puerile  to  affitct 
where  its  abaiKlonment  could  serve  so  vital  a  pi 
|)oee  ;  but  it  was  still  more  in  accordance  witli 
original  plan  to  trust  all  to  hur  brothar  i  and  bin 
mmmuiiication  with  her  would  raise  no  nupiekM 
even  in  La  Tremouillo  or  his  emisaoriea. 
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.  My  (iMtnoD  wa«  taken.  1  pracsed  oawnrds  by 
^  road  to  Tours,  detenninml  to  leave  it  wX  St*. 
Maure,  and  make  my  way  ocrow  the  country  to 
the  uorth-weat  to  Azay  le  BiJeau,  rather  than  to 
take  the  equally  \oog,  but  to  iw>,  more  liazardoue 
route  by  Chinon.  By  a  little  after  midnight  I  bad 
nached  St«.  Maure,  aod,  Iiaving  with  difficulty 
gaiD(^d  entrance  u>  ao  inn,  throw  myself  upon  a 
wrviclicd  pallet  until  the  moraing's  light  rhnuid 
enable  roe  to  Utmad  my  way  arrosii  a  country  inter- 
sected only  by  irregular  foot- tracks  and  field-paths, 
TIm  houre  I  ^jent  in  the  attempt  to  rest  were 
fuvi-mli  and  sle«plesa,  and  the  pain  of  my  wound, 
which,  till  now,  I  had  disrcganled,  joiniid  to  nty 
anicie^,  created  an  intolerable  thirst,  which,  in  the 
ni^t,  I  couki  only  slake  by  large  draughts  of  cold 
water.  I  arote  hot  aad  enfeebled  rather  than  ra- 
froslied ;  but,  taking  a  draught  of  wine  to  hearten 
rue,  for  1  liad  no  appetite  for  any  other  breakfaEt, 
1  miide  my  inquiriea,  and  pursued  my  way,  whi«)i 
my  horse  had  some  diificulty  in  keeping,  by  tlie 
bank  of  a  i-raall  rivi-r  to  tin?  villago  of  St,  Kpian. 
I  gruw  weaker  and  weaker ;  and,  to  add  to  my  em- 
berraasmentf  few  of  the  people  whom  1  met  hud 
been  often  beyond  tlie  boundarira  gf  their  own 
|iaiuh,  DO  that,  by  observation  of  the  sun,  and  my 
ktwvdedge  of  Ute  din-ctiun,  rather  than  by  any  in- 
formaUoD  of  tbeir's,  I  gained  with  much  toil,  and 
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aft«r  iiMiDjr  mistake*  uh)  forced  retumingH,  t 
littli!  Iiamlct  iif  Niieil,  lb«  roofs  of  whose  lew  cot- 
tages just  eiiwrged  from  a  wood. 

Here  1  felt  that  utt«r  inabittty  to  tnak*  furtlMr 
exertions,  wltich,  faowevor  it  proeoedi  from  wUjr 
traced  causi!*,  atnuj^s  ReoniM  a  wonder  to  a  young 
man  :  i  strovo  agHuiflt  it,  but  nature  forced  me  to 
tuirendiflr,  which  1  widely  did,  jiut  in  tim«  to  be  re- 
ceived hj  en  honeot  labourer  and  his  yout^  aon,  a 
lad  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  e^  into  Uimt 
cottage. 

To  theM  good  peo)>l«  I  wm  d«mbly  iiidobtiid  for 
my  life.  Bofore  I  could  determinn  whnt  ki  declaie 
to  tliojii,  or  what  to  conceal,  or  what  conduct  with 
regard  to  myself  it  would  be  best  to  enjoiti,  I  ww 
Mixed  with  the  di-Urium  of  fever,  and  reduced  to 
tltv  most  liclpless  dvpendance  do  their  oompaasioa 
tttxl  lioDcxty,  and,  as  it  aftfirwards  proved,  thaor 
intelligence. 

The  appearance  of  my  wound,  evidnitty  from 
Uk  teeth  of  an  auimal,  m;  hatiit,  anu«,  mj  mttn- 
queuted  path,  even  the  horse  I  n>dc,  plainly  Milaetod 
for  senrioe  rather  tlian  for  bmuty,  gavo  IImkii.  ai 
Uiey  Dwncil,  at  Srat,  no  flivourabLe  iniprewJon 
of  me  ;  but  it  pn>pared  them  for  the  caution  ttiat 
might  be  necessary  to  preserve  m^  and  fortunately, 
liouii  Uuiclard.  for  to  was  the  cottager  called,  hod 
tlw  good  Ki-use  to  reflect  tlmt  it  wa>  bettor  to  tnirt 
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to  sucuring  a  molit&wtur  wlieu  Uiat  point  sliould  be 
HCttruunad,  than  hi  be  becdlesi  of  the  safety  uf  an 
innocent  man,  wIk)  might  be  pursued  by  uii«  ofUio 
tnilorablo  private  vengmuicM  wliicb  pruvtMl  p<ut  v( 
tfaa  nusrulv  of  the  Utnee.  It  wa«  cloart  too,  tlmt 
my  miiifartiuwt),  nliaUivcr  they  wuru,  wen;  pluootl 
in  hie  trust,  uvd  hii  biwrt  tt^J  biin  liii  duty. 

They  pnmtbd,  t)lu^efu^^,  fur  mcnwy  as  well  at 
hoepitalityi  tba  only  pcracm  thtiy  called  into  tlie 
coun<il  ffaa  a  charitable  monk|  an  old  and  feeble 
man,  wtiou  knowledge  of  a  few  simplei  might  allay 
my  patu  and  fever,  and  by  whoso  advice  tbey  led 
my  horse  into  a  distant  and  unfro(]ui>nto«l  putuK, 
tiw  monk,  accertainiDg  himMlf  tu  he  (.xnild,  by 
qnertions  that  excited  no  iuspiciou,  UiBt  my  stop- 
ping had  been  unobMrv«d. 

My  illnew,  tlierafore,  wntrlied  as  it  was  by  their 
caution,  probably  preserved  me  from  a  greater 
peril.  La  Tr«jtouille,  though  he  acted  with  caution, 
had  aet  on  foot  a  dot«nnin«)  punuit  on  all  tlie 
main  road* ;  and  tlie  tlvought  uf  my  taking  refuge 
with  the  brother  of  Jeanne  d'Arc  bad  not  escaped 
hie  appreliemive  suspicion.  Once  traci-d  to  Ste. 
Miiuie,  my  path  to  Azay  le  Bldeau  bocanw  clear  to 
my  pat«uprs ;  but  hcra  tbey  were  tbnwo  off  the 
mck  by  the  pKcauticfi  of  my  friends,  who  were 
by  no  meuns  tlie  more  dispOGed  to  betmy  mu  that 
tbey  were  tjuestJoned  in  the  univuMdly-ltatvd  name 
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of  the  Graud  Chamberlaiii,  tlte  favourite,  a  nMac 
then  more  thaii  ever  odious,  as  it  had  bwo  ftul 
to  France. 

Ah  I  nMOvcred  the  use  of  mj  rcasoii,  my  anxiotica 
returned,  and  ddayed  my  recovery.  Uwbr  tbe 
seal  of  coofeaaioD  1  eiitnut«d  my  secret  to  the 
monk,  and  endeavoured  to  induce  him  to  ee«k 
Kerre  or  Jeamie  herself  for  me,  but  ttu)  rumoun 
wvre  uncertain  as  to  where  tliey  might  he  ;  aix]  hit 
age  and  weaknecs  unfitted  him  fur  a  tu«k  t«quirii^ 
unusual  portinacity  and  labour.  I  made  premature 
eSbrtK  to  dcpttrt,  wlikh  only  oocasioned  relapse  j 
90  that  it  was>  late  in  the  month  of  April,  more  lliaa 
five  weeks  after  my  airival,  before  1  was 
effectuully  to  pursue  my  joumi^. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Ab  Roon  as  I  was  aUe  to  beer  the  (atiguo  of 
riding  witli  cumethiDg  like  the  certainty  of  b«ing 
■tble  to  continue  thw  •fTort,  I  thanked,  and  at  far 
M  they  would  accept  of  it,  paid  my  kind  nuraeH  and 
eatort&in«n,  and  put  myvelf  boldly  on  the  road  for 
Tuura. 

Becide*  tlw  time  Uiut  luid  pawed,  there  was,  I 
thought,  little  chance  of  recognition  in  t]te  bu*y 
mtuter  of  an  army,  and,  above  all,  the  value  of  my 
Ufe  could  only  b*  it«  power  to  porfutin  the  taak  to 
w)iic]i  1  had  coniecrated  it.  I  found  the  air  re- 
freshing, and  reached  Tours  nitlwut  much  fatigue, 
though,  on  alighting  nt  an  inn,  I  was  fain  to  throw 
myMolf  upon  the  first  bench  Uiat  oAered  itself, 
wlience  I  felt  that  I  should  not  be  able  to  rise  for 
much  furtl>er  exertion  that  <luy. 

The  town  was  coropaiatively  (juiet,  and  I  soon 
lemmed  that  Jeanne  d'Arc  hgnl  already  departed  for 
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Blois ;  my  owd  sitourity,  indeed,  was  the  beHer  a»- 
aured,  for  tlie  court  had  gone  to  tho  9outli>«8st«rn 
part  of  the  province,  to  the  castle  of  LocIk-s,  »  u 
to  be  nmi^r  to  Orleans  for  tho  rocoipt  uf  intdU* 
gCDCc,  though  free  enough  from  Jturimto,  tliould 
tli4!  vnli^riiritte  ftiil,  and  the  Engli^  aaxry  the  be- 
•i«^d  town  by  a  sudden  attack. 

There  was  no  need  of  reserve  in  anj-  inquiry  Ui*t 
I  made,  for  the  cxpodition  was  the  only  topic  of 
the  time  at  Tours ;  but  1  waa  somewbAt  surpritwd. 
and  at  fitvt  a  little  vmlmrnmedt  to  Ihw  its  proba- 
ble succeM  cauvuitsed  by  a  soniewhat  &rniliar  vniw. 
Tlia  cpeuker  was  no  other  Uian  Maitra  Nicole,  w6o 
had  como  firom  Chinon  to  make  purohans  iii  this 
targer  mart,  and  wliu,  liaving  Mauled  his  bargain, 
was  interchangii^  intelligence  witJi  lu«  chapmau 
.over  a  cup  spiced  to  tii>  own  liking.  He  did  OcA 
at  first  notice  me,  nor  <3id  my  entrance  intarroft 
him,  so  1  wiu  well  c«MitcnU<d  to  listen. 

"  It  was  another  thing  to  mit  Iter  itp»  out  fmn 

us  to  go  northward,"  he  said, "  to  wliat  it  )uul  bne 

to  WKtdi  her  depurturo  for  Poitiers.     ItesidM  that 

•Ite  rtxle  i>n  her  n»1)U>  ateed,  ilit  Iml  oil  tier  how** 

l^ijiokl  accompanying  Iter  aiid  (nying  bar  great  nb- 

|«arvaoc«,  tlw  biave  knight  J«an  d'Aulun,  a  siaid 

^■nd  giurv  man,  fit  to  be  an  eequiru  bo  a  wajJaa 

that  is,  if  u  mai«tcii  should  have  an  wquirv  at  all — 

and  her  gay  young  (mgee,  Louis  dot  Cootaa  and 
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Atjnndod,  wtio,  methougtit,  k>o)te(l  grftvc  wid  de- 
re  Ux>  for  UuIr  uf  their  ige;  and  thcD  Uimc 
w^re  fivv  nr  tiix  miMnt'r  anrviton,  boudm  soiue  nito 
bad  already  eiirolW  Ihemselvea  men -at- amis,  and 
krcfaen  of  her  ooinpaiiy ;  and  side  by  aide  with  tier 
wew  h«r  brother,  Maiire  Pierre  d*Arc,  awoU-look- 
tag  youth,  and  liki^ly  to  do  scrvio*,  and  her  nnr 
chaplain,  rtitli«r  Jvnu  PuM]iM.'n<l,  whom  her  brother 
bnni^t,  they  say,  from  Aiay  le  Ridaau  to  pt«seat 
to  her,  for  lie  had  hoard  him  there  teaching  tha 
people  boldly  in  her  behalf,  declanng  tliat  she  is  a 
pro[^t«ee,  and  urging  tlieni  to  risk  all  witlt  her.  so 
that  his  preaditog  alone  leot  many  to  the  army  for 
^Hk  king's  Berrice." 

^H  This  accident  much  delighted  roe ;  I  knew  that 
^^p  Jeou  Piuquerel  the  would,  indeod*  6nd  a  leal- 
F  on*  and  fiuthflil  oouaaellor ;  aitd  one,  too.  wvU  cal- 
culated, by  hiH  own  unoomproDiining  t^-tuper,  to 
help  her  tu  bear  up  against  the  Uiwartings  which  1 
knew  wttK  prepared  for  her.  To  him  1  instantly 
detennineil  Ut  make  my  nppUaatioo,  at,  under  tha 
seal  of  confession,  1  could  hide  k>  much  of  my  own 
secret  us  1  chooe,  and  dirulge  for  her  use  all  that 
raally  concerned  her. 

"  1  bavt-^  inywlf  hmrd  Fadwr  Jcnn  Pawjucrvl," 

v«m1  Mailn  Toussaint,  "  and  it  is  from  liim 

it  I   Itare  learned  the  true  light  in  which  we 

ought  to  consider  Itiis  maiden.     1  liuw  paid  down 
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no  small  sum,  Maltre  Nicole,  for  a  roan  like  in*, 
who,  a*  I  tiaw  told  you  often  to-day,  cootcnt  1115- 
nlf  wiUi  small  guns ;  I  inay  auy,  I  have  outitn- 
butvd  witli  the  wralUiieftt  Unrarda  ttiit  cxpeJitioa; 
uid  it  was  1,  simple  tliougli  1  seetn,  ttiot  broughf 
the  dtiueoB  of  Uiis  good  city  to  purchase  for  her  a 
scabbard  of  cloth  of  gold  for  the  sword  OiAt  vas 
found  by  mirucle  at  Herbois ;  marry,  slie  did  not 
accept  it;  bat  tbim  we  were  in  00  woiw  case 
than  the  monks  of  St.  Catltorine's,  who  seat  her  xbe 
sword,  for  she  took  it  out  of  tl»eir  sheath  of  red 
velvet,  and  had  one  made  of  strung  Icnther ;  so  th<t 
gold  and  Uie  vclrct  were  laid  by  togetltur." 

"  But  what  miruclo  was  there  about  finding  Urn 
•wonlF"  aaked  Nicole ;  "  I  know  Unit  the  king  nf- 
fered  her  one,  and  that  she,  who  hud  seen  niany 
tro[^ii«s  of  arms  at  St.  Catliariue's,  where  slio  bean) 
three  masses  in  one  day,  or  it  may  be  more,  wished 
to  have  a  swoid  on  which  the  crosses  and  tlie  flcui»- 
dft-lis  were  carved  together,  such  aa  might  be 
seen  on  some  of  the  shields  hung  up  tliere }  and. 
such  a  one  she  believed  might  lie  in  the  tomb  of  a 
knight  buried  with  his  arms  behind  the  altar.  It 
seems  that  she  saw  many  visions  in  that  chureb*' 
and  loved  much  the  n*m<»iibmncie  of  it  Ixodes,  be« 
Cftuse  sl»e  tliere  received  the  king'*  l<?tt«!r  to  cotii 
to  him  at  Chinon." 

"  Mark    you,"    exclaimed    Maitre    Toussaiot,' 
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men  spoil  a  story  in  the  telling,  and  that  be- 
couae  tiiey  know  notiiing  of  tl»e  truth  I  M}-  wry 
good  friend,  I  do  not  mean  u>  esj  that  you  would 
speak  a  falsehood,  except  in  the  way  uf  trade,  at 
when  you  tuld  nie  to-day  tliat  you  could  bargain 
better  fur  spices  with  that  old  miser,  Courlray,  else, 
'  witliout  compliment,  1  consiider  you  a  man  of  p«t>U> 
ty,  utiver  t4^11ing  an  untruth  when  no  advantage  i«  to 
be  made  of  it."  Maltr«  Nicole  bowed,  and  eipped 
his  wine  complacently.  "  But  really  on  titis  point 
you  know  nothing.  The  maiden  Itad  newr  been  in  the 
ehurdi  of  St.  Cathariae,  nor  heard  Uat  any  cword 
waa  there,  nor  guesaed  at  it  in  any  prubaUe  way ; 
but  ahe  knew  by  invpiration,  that  thai  tword  was 
buried  behind  that  altar,  and  the  king's  sent,  and  tlte 
iDOoks  found  it.  and  whst  met  wiu  on  U  fell  off  of 
itaeK^  so  that  tlwy  liad  no  trouble  in  cleafdug  H ; 
sod  ia  one  pouit  yon  are  right,  that  ahe  described 
the  engnving  of  the  eroves  and  fleur»-de-lis  on 
the  blade ;  but  1  ptsy  you  be  mote  caubom  m  to 
Uie  nU  in  futoie ;  the  wbide  matter  woald  be  good 
Ibr  DOthing  if  she  had  seen  the  truMu  and  dewfc 
de-tis  together  before — luckily,  that  it  inpa^Ue, 
for  ffae  Devn  was  ia  the  cbunii,  aa  I  «y.  I  bold 
Urn  a  point  of  boooo'  far  her  aake,  and  that  of  tbi 
good  pMpfef  toy  Ulow<citziieai,  and,  indetd,  far 
my  oira,  tot  tiunk  you  that  I  woqU  have  'maud 


234 


JOAN  OF  ARC, 


them  to  bu;  such  a  scabbard  for  a  tword  fi>un>l  In 
tlie  ordinary  way,  niL^rely  by  »  sort  of  pwftrwwet 
Hay,  1  stiould  think  tnyMlfu  good  as  cheftud  out 
of  the  money  I  paid  down  in  good  cnnrns  towmli 
tbe  eKpediUoD,  if  there  were  do  miraolo  in  tla 
mnttvr.  Fortunal«ly  1  am  quite  aan,  fi>r  tha 
people  of  Uie  court  g»vo  it  out  wo  thvinnlv*,  and 
tliey  asHurodly  muKt  ix  uearMt  to  tba  truth." 

"  Well,  if  tlmt  iword  don  bett«r  than  any  otbat 
■word,"  quoth  Maltre  Nicol*,  "  I  should  think  llie 
wonder  worth  bringing  to  pass,  but——" 

"  Alorgy  un  Ur-  uiwi'k  ignomnn,"  rojoinpd  AlaHi* 
Touissant,  "how  liltli^  dost  thou  know  of  lb» 
iui^ematural  ]  Now,  to  tllOM  who,  Ukv  myself,  haw 
a  refined  ta«le  for  tlic  niy*t«riou*,  th«  great  dum 
is,  that  tlioy  oan  know  iiotiiing  about  it,  an  to  um, 
purpose,  or  anytJiing  else." 

£d!fiiid  by  Uiis  oonrereation  as  I  wss,  I  dnw 
from  it  nuuiy  reikctiuui  aa  to  Jeiuinu  twnrlf, 
well  03  the  ipeaken.  Of  the  truth  I  was  wall  at- 
Bured,  but  I  aaw  tlie  pdicy,  which  was  to  axag- 
gentte  any  common  incident,  such  as  a  unipli>,  na- 
t4inil,  tiKtUgh  enthusiastic  preference  into  u  miracle 
fur  tho  wonder  of  the  vulgar.  I  fdt  tome  nimoy- 
ance  tlmt  thv  gimplicity  and  truUi  of  her  di: 
should  l>e  thus  inirrepn^wintud  an<t  vonfiji 
with  imposition}  and  1  eoii«id«ivd,  tint  tliough 
Jeanne  herself,  witli  ttui  quicknesB  of  result 
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liar  to  genius,  might  have  even  rorgotten  the  stop! 
by  wlikb  ahd  was  litl  to  (he  cuDclueion,  that  such  a 
woapon  wu  bdiind  the  nlur  of  St.  Catharine's, 
that  tlicy  wera  profaning  the  beauty  of  her  ima- 
gumlivi>  genius,  to  giw  <nit  her  happy  convictions, 
at  thoug)i  sli«  aaumod  any  pretcmatuml  knuwlmlg^ 
•avc  Uiat  directly  ni^dcd  for  the  declaration  of  hw 
misnoa.  Thougli  1  knew  nothing  of  it  then,  I 
have  Hinc«  thought  that  th*;  spirit  of  the  Count  of 
Clermont's  proposition  at  Poiticra  govi!rm«i  the 
wifixhnon  of  a  largo  portion  of  Uwm  who  autho* 
rued  Imt  omployment. 

'rtte  tradconen  rose  to  depart,  for  Maitre  Nicole 
wished  to  be  at  Chioon  before  nightfiill,  and  is 
oomtng  to  the  dour  he  saw  and  i«cognized  ine.  I 
gave  bim  as  littiu  clue  on  iiiy  looks  would  allow  as 
to  any  prvvioiis  itttiK-^ ;  forgw),  indtwd,  an  account 
of  employment  by  tl*  king's  order  immediately 
after  my  quitting  Chinon,  and  as  ttc  made  no 
curioUB  inquiry,  and  put  no  doubting  quvstion,  I 
had  the  aatiBfaction  to  think  that  Utough  La  Tr«- 
mouillo  would  doubtiest,  if  be  might,  pursue  me  for 
a  private  rcngeanciu,  ha  bad  dcemnl  it  prudent  to 
eniplu)-  only  lut  own  pwple  in  tho  chuw,  and  not 
to  auk*  any  pubtk  accumtion  which  would  place 
him  face  to  face  with  me,  wltere  more  equal  justice 

Bebanoe  to  bii  n-tHlm-d.    Out  of  tliis  reluc- 
m  hia  part,  I  drew  a  better  confidence  fbr 
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myself,  having  little  doubt  tJiat,  had  the  public 
minifiters  of  the  Uw  bmn  sot  to  tnce  me,  1  ehouU, 
if  svcured,  hare  little  chaDc«  of  ewape  froiil  lib 
well-accreditMl  powiT.  It  seeraed,  t]wi«forc>,  ru  flu 
as  public  accusation  wai  coDoemed.  to  U^  n  dmmi 
battle }  from  prirate  attempts,  I  knwr  tliat  I  miHl 
cwfullf  guard  myet^lf. 

The  i>rxt  tnoiniDg  1  was  enabled  to  purEU«  m} 
joumny,  and  even  felt  somewhat  re-iiivigoralM). 
Wlio,  iitdced,  can  look  upon  the  beautiful  Loirs  in 
apriug  time,  wlien  iU  wide  clionnel  refli'cia  th« 
young  verdure  and  tho  clcnr  sky ;  watch  its  wind- 
ings, broken  and  variegatMl  by  its  many  islets  and 
the  noble  abbeys  and  eoatles  that  crown  ita  lietgbts, 
each  an  historic  illustration,  count  tbe  promise  of 
rich  harvest  on  its  nortiiem  baiUt,  or  scan  its  vener- 
able and  extensive  woods  to  tlw  aouth  j  oontsfn- 
plata  tiie  peaceful  riclies  of  its  many  bur;gl»  and 
villages,  and  think  how  much  nature  has  here  done 
to  delight  man,  as  well  as  to  serve  bim,  aud  not 
draw  some  contentment  from  his  fancies !  Beaidea, 
I  hod  just  risen  from  a  sick  bed,  and  tlie  air  was 
to  ma  a  draught  of  purity  and  health,  and  tbe  eys 
itself  seemed  to  gain  vigour  from  the  ohearfbl  light 
after  t))0  unbroken  monotony  of  the  low-roofed 
liute  cottage. 

I  passed  lUit  bridge  of  Tours,  and  rods  at  a  good 
pace  along  ttie  norlliem  bank  [  us  tlw  wnvtlier  hod 
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b«0D  for  come  time  diy,  I  wat  cnoblod  to  moke 
Kpved,  luid  by  an  o&rly  hour  of  tlur  nftemoun  1 
reactied  the  city  of  Bloi«.  liverr  place  of  pnter- 
toiument  wait  crowdeJ,  for  bvtwv^n  liro  aiid  lix 
thousand  man  cumber^  Uie  winall  town,  oinl  tiiougb 
many  were  lodged  within  the  castle,  yet  enough  re- 
mained to  prevent  my  easily  fiudiug  a  resting-pIacR. 
Allbough  t  was  inclined  to  seek  the  almoner,  i>ven 
before  I  put  up  my  haT<e,  I  soon  disnorered  that 
tills  was  vain ;  in  tli«  liouschold  of  Jeanno  d'Arc, 
bwd»»  liiT  own  pi^nonal  calU  upon  all  spiritual  aids 
titut  sh«  mifrht  keep  u|i  llie  tiif*)i  tone  of  her  mind 
for  Um  actiuiix  wliirh  were  to  prove  it,  tlio  chaplain 
bad  become  an  active  leader  of  tlie  war.  Not  tlmt, 
Uk«  many  other  eocIe*iastics  of  tite  tjmo,  be  aban- 
doned his  sacred  for  secular  functions,  but  that 
Jeanne  tiad  invested  Utis  expedition  with  the  clm- 
ncter  of  a  crusaide,  and  endeavoured  to  prepare 
such  means  as  should  impart  to  others  tJie  holy  en- 
tbufiasm  with  which  she  was  filled. 

Still  1  utt4-mpted  to  gain  ttwt  »pc«clt  of  Pierre 
d'Arc,  who,  a»  I  heerd,  was  in  the  castle,  lodged 
nearhiiuntiT,  but  in  this  too  I  was  foiled.  Itsi;em«d 
at  if  *ome  design  prevented  my  access  to  him,  and 
I  waa  not  lefl  in  ignorance  of  the  cause,  when  I 
beheld  in  one  of  the  courts,  fortunately  unwen  my- 
self,  the  Lord  of  La  JaiU?.  Others  had  combined 
with  bim  not  only  to  keep  myself  from  approach — 
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probaUy  tliey  believed  Umt  1  was  dead — but  all  wko 
might  give  to  the  maideo  tbe  infonnation  tbey 
were  determined  tu  witlihold  frocD  her. 

Jeaane  Iwd  been  accompauied  to  Blo)%  nc 
the  king  himself,  but  bjr  tlie  crafl)',  or,  M 
lukowarm  and  aelfiali  CliKuceilur,  the  Ajrcbbishop  d 
Rbeims,  who  was  ikot  exempt  iu  coDscience  inn 
Uie  rejiroacli  of  the  Bishop  of  Caitree  a^ainil 
tlKMe  who  would  merely  use  tlw  prophetess  m  tfat 
iDstrument  of  tiidr  own  designs.  A  oouocil  wai 
titea  sitting,  in  wliii-li  he.  with  U]»  ftlanhols  of  Ste 
Severe  and  of  Haj-it ;  AnibroM  dc  Lora ;  the  adat 
ral,  LouU  de  Culan ;  aiid  other  warrton,  wan  d» 
bating  with  tbe  niaideri  tlie  plan  of  tlie  advanca 
Ever  since  their  anj^'al  at  Bloia,  two  da^before,  tlK 
question  had  been  fiercely  argued,  and,  as  Uie  exp»< 
ditioD  was  to  start  tlie  next  day,  a  decisioo  wu 
peremptorily  needed. 

"  To  wlioia  looks  Un  king,"  aaked  Jewuw  al 
hist,  after  more  rt-AvooK  of  expedience  had  baaa  ad 
vanced  and  reitifiatod  t«  fatigue — "  to  wliont,  bui 
to  myitclf,  or  mther  to  Umt  power  uf  wlucli  1  an 
tbe  delegate  to  him,  for  the  suooeas  of  this  cntw- 
prue  ?  I  liave  promised  him  tlie  delireraDOfl  ol 
Orliwis ;  he  ha«  given  in«  men,  prorisiona,  stora 
of  war,  tJiat  I  may  keep  my  w»nl.  Which  of  you 
who  dispute  my  will,  will  take  Uic  burden  from  xai 
alkoulders,  end  bear  it  on  tun  own  ? — will  My  to  thl 
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I  Uauphin  of  Fraticet  that  he  has  the  only  pledge 
wliich  cau  uever  err,  that  Orl«iuu  (liall  bo  »u«courod 
and  freed  ?  Which  uf  j-ou  wilt  auawer  for  this 
with  life,  ood  with  honour  i*  —  wiil  boar  th« 
tuuiit  of  lying  aod  impoeture,  if  he  fail  ?  It  any  of 
jrou,  gTUve  imd  lioDOuml  Ri«a  us  you  are,  will  de- 
clare to  ma  tliat  you  poewss  tbi»  power,  aud  will 
bring  me  liu)  king's  rclcaM,tukingyourwor(t  instead 
of  mine,  1  will  verve  under  hia  couduct,  and  even 
die  in  Ids  failure, or  to<»urur«  Ilia  glory;  but  not  one 
of  you  dare  to  say  this  to  me.  I  come  to  work  an 
a[^>oii)tod  wonder,  ibr  surely  it  is  no  common 
thing  to  l«ad  your  army  against  thi'  enemy,  whose 
name  has  beeo  hitherto  a  Ivrror  tu  them,  and 
pMg*  my  soul  in  Hm  oanw  of  Hnven  itwtf  for 
the  victory  !  1  haie  pfomiwd  the  noble  Dauphin 
this  [  I  bear  his  commission  that  1  may  accomplish 
It.  By  the  side  of  Beauce.  since  tliat  ia  where  the 
gr«at«»t  number  of  the  Kngliih  urmy  is  postal, 
must  we  march,  daring  them,  to  Uie  suvcour  of  the 
town.  Our  first  ago  of  caution  is  to  them,  as  to 
our  own  mi-n,  a  signal  of  distrust.  Wo  ilo  not 
strike  by  common  ctrat^emH  of  war,  or  1  would 
not  dispute-  againat  w  many  wortltier  to  duolaro 
tliem;  but  thouiiandB  determined  to  Gon()U«r  or  to 
die,  somtf,  at  leaxt,  of  whom  know  by  this  time  that 
it  is  more  blessed  to  die  in  such  a  cau^  than  to 
l^ve,  go,  in  the  arbitremrnt  of  Heaven,  to  try,  as 
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bjr  a  sacred  <mle(d,  Ute  riglit  of  th«  Duuplun  to  thr 
crown  of  Pranc«,  of  Fn*iicbmcn  to  Uieir  own  o&tivr 
soil,  of  hu»bati<li  and  fathrn  to  tlw  jojr  and  booiwr 
of  tlieir  ovia  fainiln-s,  and  &ce  to  face  tbey  would 
•ee  if  all)'  ttiousands  of  the  English  will  perisli  lou 
for  miiu  with-tliom.  Ordiiior)'  victorus  raaydepnd 
OD  ruks  or  on  vhutw«s ;  this  must  find  \i»  tnaam.  b 
Dira'a  hnirtit.  Let  all  niuke  tlwiuwtvc*  wortlif,  aa 
well  OS  in«n  tnajr,  to  out  away  life  in  such  ii  (uuse 
by  going  into  battle  with  no  uncoofMSixl,  no  un- 
npaot«d  nu,  and  see  if  any  might  the  Eugliih 
can  bring  sliall  willtrtaiul  Uiu  L-ertointy  of  out\ 
that  tlivir  only  clianc«  Is  bet««*n  on  cortltl;  g^ocX 
and  a  heavenly  one."  ^M 

"  Many  of  the  m*n,  I  grieve  to  uj  it,"  obsernP 
tlie  AnOiluihop,  *'  maku  some  Booff  at  tlie  prnf 
tioiayou  have  ordttrod — the  mui>t<>rof  tlw 
priests,  their  soteuin  litaniea,  and  sat^ed  banner  ] 
and  it  has  cuote  even  into  niy  mind  whrtlier  it 
wore  fit  to  axpoc*  such  symbols  and  poreons  to  ttat 
inaullv  of  a  rude  camp." 

"  Xut  u>,  roverend  fatlier,"  raplied  the  ma 
"  the  anny,  if  it  be  to  conquer,  roust  learn  to  rev 
tliem.     And  it  will  be  so.     I  Imvu  sucn  little 
dieo,  and  many  of  Uigm  men  have  such  minds. , 
to>day,  smile  to-morrow,  and  bend  the  knse 
next  day,  when  those  to  wliom  sacred  tliiogii 
enlruEted  have  done  their  oiTice  steadily  and  with- 
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.  mrervin^,     I  am  unlearned,  bat  I  har@  oskal 
of  one  who  kiums  irrpll,  my  own  slmoDer,  falhur 
Jean  Pasquerel,  and  he  hath  asnii«d  nw  that  never 
ytt  army  wa«  driven  back  tltat  etrore  to  put  itaelf 
at  pfiuro  with  God.     Ye  are  well  read,  and  can  tell 
if  h«  "peak  true  that  when  the  Norman  Bastard, 
Wiliinm,  won  at  one  blow  the  warlike  realm  of 
I&tglatid,  his  nnny  &eted  and  prayed  tho   night 
before  Uie   battle,   whilo  the   English  tttng  and 
rpaxt«d  idly,  and  thrr«  are  those  Hero  who  fought 
at  Agincourt,  and  know  well  tliat  King  Hvnry'a 
troop*  wure  the  eve  of  that  fight  shnven  prnil^ntl^ 
«!xpe<'ting  death ;   hut  you  remember  wlmt   Xiwy 
were  on  the  morrow," 

"  Your  hope«  are  not  idly  place«l,"  nid  tha 
Blanhal  de  Stn.  Strcre ;  "  but  it  bchonrt  u*.  n»  w* 
hav«  dMlared  unanimously  to  you,  to  uae  all  jiiat 
and   military  prudence.    We  are  at   leiut   your 
counMik>ra,  placed  around  you  by  the  kijig,  and  In 
the  conduct  of  tlie  war  repomihle  to  him  "vi^n  fw 
yoor  own  »afvty  and  honour.     A»d  John  of  Or* 
iMns,  who  knows  well  the  dangers  we  havn  to  iiHivt, 
and  the  advantagee  which  may  bo  takon,  mumIi  Ua 
tDMaengers  again  and  again  to  urge  u*  thai  w«i 
approach  by  the    Solotgne  eide,  where  tht*  ti'iut 
oppo>ition  may  be  feared  to  our  conveying  tlw  pro- 
risioDs  into  the  city." 

<•  You  talk  of  provisioning  the  city,  Manlttl," 

VOL.  !!■  M 


70AK  OP  ARC, 

exclaimed  the  maiden.  "I  go  to  raise  the  siege. 
Be  ttieru  so  much  food  in  Orleans  as  shall  terre 
them  for  a  few  duy s,  and  the  rood  shall  be  vpen  to 
four  convoys.  You  avoid  tl>c  army  uf  the  Englidi 
because  you  would  not  have  them  oppose  yoa  in 
victualling  Orleioos.  I  go  to  meet  ttnd  fight  them, 
because  I  would  deliver  Orleans.  \\'hat  sh&ll  it  do 
for  the  Dauphin  or  for  France  that  Orleans  hold 
out  fur  a  few  wock«  longer,  and  then  that  its  in- 
habitants miserably  pi;n«h?  but  dri^'C  from  before 
it  the  oppressors  of  all,  as  it  is  willed,  and  as  it 
dial)  be,  as  I  uin  appointed  to  declare  and  to  moke 
good,  and  yi>u  raise  the  fintt  Morm  of  tho  many  to 
oome,  which  sliall  clear  the  land  of  tlie  blight 
which  devours  it.  I  summon  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
Daupliin,  and  by  the  commission  which  I  beer,  to 
follow  mt!  to  meet  the  Bnglish  ;  if  you  refuse  me, 
in  the  name  of  the  Dauphin  and  by  his  power,  and 
ia  th«  greater  name  still  tliat  sent  me  to  titn  l>aa- 
phin,  I  will  not  put  myself  under  your  leading  to 
avoid  tliem." 

"  So  pleaae  you,"  said  the  saturnine  De  Rays, 
"  to  allow  us  to  confer  by  ourselves  of  what  you 
say,  you  shall  find  us  doubtless  doing  our  duty  to  M 
th«  king,  and  to  you,  who  bold  his  commission.  If  ^ 
words  can  imprvsK  us,  we  ban  heard  tliem,  we 
would  hare  a  short  time  to  delilieiate  upon  tbem." 
The  maiden  roee,  and  with  a  sod  and  silent  rev»- 
rence  left  the  chamber. 
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"  What  we  bnve  onlaioed  as  fittest,  vhat  John 
of  Orl«an»  agrees  with  ua  to  be  the  beet,  must  be 
dooe,"  cried  l)e  Bays,  but  in  a  low,  earnest  tone, 
after  looking  round  when  the  door  had  been  closed 
for  a  moment.  "  By  this  time,  pen:liiLQc«  she  hath 
some  adherents,  and  the  mumnier)',  the  ceruraonies, 
she  has  instituted,  may  have  their  effect  on  tome 
weak  minds,  and  coikwrt  Unit)  into  livodlong 
fighting  muR.  Bi'^dvs,  it  is  neitlier  in  our  com- 
mitsion,  nor  for  our  interest,  nor  for  the  Duu]ihin's, 
to  part  front  her.  She  will  not  yiaUl ;  wlio  will 
tfaat  bath  a  belief  sucb  as  IwrVP  we  cannot, 
but  we  may  seem  to  do  *o.  Let  us  pass  by  tlie 
country  of  Soloigne,  taking  care  to  march  well  in 
fma  the  river,  titat  our  path  may  scarcely  be  dis- 
covered by  thoee  unaccustomed  to  the  country,  and 
yield  a  feigned  and  seemingly  reluctant  scqui. 
Moenco  in  Irt  opinion.  She  will  not  question  us 
wtuin  shr  i»  told  that  we  are  diligently  obeying  her ; 
and  if  we  t&ko  cnrv  that  none  approach  her,  xave  tn 
our  presence,  we  may  prevent  all  ill  coiuequencc 
till  it  is  t<x>  late  for  her  to  return." 

The  council  beard  this  in  silence,  all  but  Ste. 
Severe ;  he  expostulated  against  the  mctmnecs  of 
this  duplicity,  urged  that  they  were  to  obey 
her,  not  as  an  ordinary  general,  but  w  a  pro- 
phetess, and  appealed  eumeetly  to  the  Archbishop. 
He  only  nnilod,  and  this  Mnilc  of  incredulity  dis- 
armed  Ste.  Severe.  m  2 


244 


JOAN  OF  ABC, 


"  If  it  be  so,"  he  said,  "  Utat  you,  even  y<M. 
churchmaD,  do  not  fully  trust  lier,  I  would  that  I 
had  no  part  to  bo  idle  a  pageaut.  I  would  that, 
without  encumbering  ourselves  with  a  leader  who 
con  avail  ua  uotliing,  and  may  do  us  great  hann  if 
she  find  tlie  meons  to  thwart  us,  we  bad  taken  such 
tiiu&sures  as  befit  knighte  aitd  vxperiencvd  leaden, 
and  carried  thorn  on  in  our  own  immL<s ;  as  it  is,  I 
but  toll  }-ou  this,  that  I  shall  haw  grvat  rogard  to  tlw 
safety  and  wi^U-being  of  this  maiden,  as  to  my  first 
diarge,  and  that,  ax  f  shall  bo  ailent,  I  shall  not 
interrupt  your  plan*,  though  I  do  not  uppror*  of 
them,  hut  that  you  muRt  look  to  me  for  no  butUr  , 
aid  than  Kilence  to  carry  tliom  foni'anl."  fl 

"  I  havt)  good  assurance,"  observed   De  Ray*, 
"  that  in  thb  we  shall  do  nothing  that  cannot  ba      ' 
well  justified  to  the  King.  ^ 

"I  tliought  not  of  tlint,"  replied  Sta.  Severe | 
"  I  wish  Uiat  Wo  had  more  to  fear  from  cro»Dg  lb* 
King's  will ;  for  there  needs  gmiui  dett>rmined  por- 
pose  for  the  safety  of  Prance,  which  is  by  nothing 
so  perilled  as  by  our  own  dlisensions.  for  whieb 
cause  alone  I  yield  to  this  poor  strulagem." 

Although  all,  on  being  asked  by  Do  Bays  for 
their  assent,  coldly  and  silently  gave  it,  lume 
teemed  disposed  to  cjuesUun  the  honour  of  the  in- 
venttott  with  him,  or  to  take  any  part  of  active 
■pprond. 
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Tliey  wflrp  deporting ;  h#  stayed  llwm.  "  What 
we  do  must  be  well  uid  cftutiouKly  done,"  he  said  ; 
"if  we  seem  to  yield  now,  this  prophetess  will  make 
bquiries  as  to  our  mecuis  of  march,  the  country, 
and  lh«  places  of  halt  As  yet  she  knows  not,  at  1 
have  well  ascertained,  any  of  such  mutters.  Sli« 
has,  fbrtunaUfly  for  ui,  reijuircd  hut  one  thing  — 
to  he  l«d  rtnughtto  the  Bngli«h.  My  lord  Arch- 
bishop, you  woukl  do  w-^U  to  hold  her  in  earnest 
diacuasioii  for  the  evening  i  ate  will  retire  early  lo 
her  chamber  or  her  devotions,  and  in  the  morrow 
the  joy  of  carrying  her  own  will  will  leave  her 
little  thought  else,  amid  the  clamour  and  hurry  of 
Che  muster  and  the  march." 

"  Say,  rather,  her  own  truth  and  simplicity  of 
heart,'*  obHrved  Ste.  Severe. 

"  Whichever  you  please,  to  it  anawer  our  pur- 
pow,"  said  Do  Ray*. 

"  Your  purpose '."  rajoinod  Ste.  Severe. 

"  Mine,  if  you  dc«iro  it."  conUnued  De  Ray*. 
"  I  hope  to  spcnk  correctly  after  miidi  vdtooling, 
whieli  I  am  perfttctly  willing  to  receive  from  the 
Marshal  de  Ste.  Severe," 

It  wan  well  (or  tliu  leaden  who  absented  to 
tht«  ditgmo^ul  Kuhterfuge,  that  tlie  noble  Florent 
d'llliers  had  led  his  followers  towards  Orleans  that 
very  day ;  and  it  was  a  slraiige  contradiction  of 
their   fears  that  he  led  them  before  Uie  peaceful 
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Eng^iili  bastilles,  and  fought  his  way  into  Uic  ci^. 
L>a  Hire,  too,  liad  been  purpoeely  employod  u  ■ 
distance  in  bringing  up  the  Ust  nsinforcoiiienU  ex* 
pectvd,  nod  Joanne  was  thiu  Mt  io  the  war-couacfl 
without  one  honest  friend. 

The  knowledge  of  whut  had  tliua  pamed  wu 
not  tliat  night  added  to  my  anxieties  {  baffled  in  all 
my  attempts,  I  detenntned  to  make  some  effort  at 
the  muster  of  the  troops  on  the  morrow,  and  to 
venture  boldly,  that  I  might  Bj>proach,  eitlier  hor- 
teiff  lier  confosaor,  or  her  broUier,  to  declare  all 
that  I  knew,  discharging  my  conscience  at  any 
peril  tlint  might  ensue  from  my  attempt.  Long 
before  the  liglit  the  sounding  of  tnunpets,  tJie  rattle 
of  amis,  the  clattering  of  lior»es*  hoofs,  and  the 
rolling  of  hea\7  ears,  aroused  mo.  I  lin^lily  armed 
myself  and  mounted  my  horx),  tliat  I  mi^it  plnoe 
myself  near  that  cntmnce  of  the  field  nhepo  tin 
army  was  to  a«)erable,  which  led  from  tlie  castle 
when  Jeanne  licrself  reposed. 

Blois,  like  many  of  ttie  cities  on  tlio  Loire,  ii 
built  upon  an  acclivity.  It  stands  on  the  northern 
bank,  its  old  castle  being  the  most  western  building; 
and,  with  its  ratliedral,  tdtuate  ahout  tlio  mitidltf,  as 
from  east  to  west,  and  rather  more  Uian  lialf  way 
Up  the  hill,  its  churches  and  monasteries,  forming 
one  of  tlie  most  picturesque  of  tlie  ancient  glories 
of  this   beautiful  river.      Of  the  markets  and 
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Bquorw  not  ono  ccnild  contain  th«  number  <lefttin«tl 
to  be  araeinbltfd ;  mi  tliat  an  open  wpace  at  the  vary 
height  of  the  cttj,  aiid  orvrlookJng  bU  its  p<irt«,  was 
eboson  for  tbc  muiit«r  of  llu)  mun-ut>ani)>,  wliilc 
Uic  con  Ituica  with  provisions,  anns,  nnuniiiiitioii, 
moA  all  otber  appliance*  of  war,  liod  been  almady, 
by  the  vigila&oe  of  tlie  leaders,  taken  across  the 
bridge,  onA  fonned  in  something  like  ordi^r,  on 
approaches  to  the  road,  which  was  left  clear  and 
open,  under  theeecort  of  La  Hire  and  some  com- 
panieti  uf  men-at-arms. 

TIm  daybruak  ro»e  npon  four  or  fire  thousand 
appointed  warrioi>,  druwn  up  und«r  tli«ir 
teapective  bannent,  on  the  field  above  the  city.  As 
soon  as  the  light  was  clear  enough  to  discent  it,  a 
more  Bingular  corps  approached.  In  tlie  half- 
gloomy  twihglit,  the  solemn  chant  of  many  raovs, 
windbg  upwards  from  the  castle,  was  heard,  and  it 
oven  stilled  Uie  busy  hum  of  the  troops  to  listen  to 
it.  Then  was  doscried  a  banner  boaiing  the  re- 
pniMntution  of  a  cruciliic,  borne  by  Joan  Pas* 
qtutrelf  who«o  energetic  features  seemed  lighted  up 
to  ecatiu^v,  as  Iw  gazed  upon  his  ncrcd  trust. 

I  hull  put  mycalf  apon  the  very  path,  but  at  that 
momont  no  word  come  to  my  lip«  to  address  him ; 
Ik  marched  onwards  to  the  centre  of  tliu  square 
witli  a  firm  unwavering  step,  instinct  witli  his  feel- 
ing J   and  then  came  behind  him  tlie  long  priently 
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tnun,  somo  in  Ute  rich  Itobitc  of  tliuir  churches,  i 
in  th«  sinipio  mottuui:  gnrb  of  th«ir  ortters,  but  oil 
aovii^  as  witli  one  accord,  ami  Bingiog  clearljr,  u 

[with  one  voice  aud  one  tliought,   tlieir  nciwl 

1  litanies.  Then  came  the  noble  eathueiarts,  wba 
were  deemed  trorthjr  to  accompany  this  mcrvd  bodj, 
such  as  made  confrauon  the  duiljr  hubit  of  their 
]ivu,  and  who  had  token  up  this  expiMlition  a*  the 

t^Bross  against  ttu!  infiiU)!,  a«  fit  tu  be  borne  onlj  bjr 
upright  hearts.  Nu  hurry^  no  co«fu«on,  oo  tntv 
mentary  inadvertence,  broke  upon  their  steady 
inarch.  If  there  were  a  sntile,  it  was  one  of  rapt 
tliought.  No  word,  no  heedless  noise,  diverted 
their  attention  from  Uiv  prayem  ttmt  were  sung 
before  tlttrin.  Next  were  two  heralds,  Guient»e  and 
Ambl evil  1e,  attached  to  the  personof  tlio  prophetess, 
in  rich  coats  of  wtiitu  and  purple. 

Thi-n  CHnio  the  maiden  liersclf,  for  the  first  time 
apparelled  tor  Uio  fieUl.  Her  complete  suit  of 
armour,  well  fitted  to  her  shape,  save  only  the 
shift  of  steel  that  cm-ered  her  from  the  waist  to  the 

uknee,  slione  resplendentJy  in  the  firrt  my  of  the 
Uomiug;  her  white  horse,  the  emblem  of  her 
ttntion,  moved  nobly  under  her  graceful  guidatwc ; 
her  plumed  helmet,  as  well  as  her  sliield,  was 
borne  by  her  page,  Louis  des  Contes,  and  her 
white  standard,  which  she  herself  carried,  fiooted 

I  wound  her  luuiorered  bead. 
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On  this  stamlun],  t)ie  ground  of  which  was  spotted 
witi)  lle)in-d«-lM,  was  a  figure  of  Christ,  seated  on 
hi*  tj-ibuiiul  iji  tlw  clouds;  and  or  each  side  of  him 
wu  re(>reM)nUKl  mi  ungul,  tn  the  act  of  lulonititm. 
One  of  them  lield  a  fleur-de-liit,  on  which  the  priu* 
dpol  figure  appeared  to  bestow  a  heiiedicUon.  Od 
the  eid«,  the  word»  JHESVS  MARIA  were  embla- 
loned.     It  was  lie hly  fringed  with  purple  and  gidd. 

By  her  side  hung  the  sword  brougtit  from  Rer- 

I  bois,  io  its  plain  leetbera  sheath ;  ctnd  her  horse  was 
auniptuously  caparisooed  in  white,  purple,  and 
gold.  YiH  brilliant  and  bouutiful  ae  all  thl«  npparel 
shewed,  it  was  to  her  {aee  that  tivery  iye  was  di- 
rected ;  and  the  low  munnur  of  admiration  thut 
rem  roujid  ae  alie  came  on,  spoke  nio«t  of  the  de> 
tenuioed  iieroisni,  the  sublime  devotion  of  her  mien. 
For  the  moment  I  was  lost  in  tlie  general  sentiment, 
buttJie  idea  Saslied  upon  me  with  tenfold  painfuid 
suddeonOM  as  1  looked  ujHin  thr  fucos  of  tltow  im- 
mediately  foUowiog  lier,  that  all  tliis  bttauty  and 
glory  were  d««tined  a»  a  sacrifice  to  the  miserable 
iaterehti  and  vanities  of  the  basest  men. 

I  hesitated  no  longer,  but,  thruwing  up  my  visor, 
I  proDOun<:ed,  ae  loudly  as  1  was  able,  from  wt-ak- 
ness  and  emotion,  tlk^  woll-kitown  wonl,  "  Jean- 
ncttet*'     She  turnod  round,  and,  for  a  moment, 

II  stopped.     It  was  plain  that  slic  recof^nized  me,  for 
I      tin  looked  on  me  as  if  wiUi  intcrul;   but  she  in- 
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Etantly  recollecled  hnself :  '*  Xot  oow,"  t^o  sait 
and  us  I  pnmed  forvrun],  vxclaimiut^,  '*  Fur  your 
own  tmkv !"  she  vared  lier  hand,  tJtuugh  not  un- 
kindly, and  pnmed  on,  wltilo  a  shout  of  "  Back  I" 
was  heard  fromtho  leaders,  who,  with  U'Aulon  and 
her  pages,  tlie  second,  Raymond,  bearing  her  lance, 
preEsod  immediately  round  her. 

In  tJte  middle  of  ttib  group  wtu  Pierre  d'Arv, 
whom  I  had  then  no  means  of  approaching ;  and 
though  John  of  Novelorapont  and  Bertrand  de 
Poul[.>ngy  came  immediately  in  the  rear,  yet  I  was 
throFt  too  iiir  bock  into  the  crowd  to  be  enabled  to 
speak  ev^n'with  them. 

The  corps  of  priests  formed  in  the  squaru ;  and 
ID  tliey  concluded  their  chant,  Jaftnoe,  who  had 
alighted  from  her  horse,  knelt,  fora  short  time,  be- 
fore the  army,  in  whtdi  slie  was  followi»l  by  some  of 
the  soldtory,  not,  liowewr,  without  here  and  ther*  a 
wbispured  jt-er  from  their  oompantons.  Tlien  to  the 
priests  and  to  herself  Jean  Pasquere)  admlnistend 
the  sacrament,  which  some  few  others  pressed  for- 
ward to  take ;  the  only  one  of  the  leaders  near  her 
was  Ste.  SeTcre ;  but  ev«n  h«,  after  o  moment's 
thought,  stcppeil  lHu.'k  as  thougli  it  weru  ou  office 
in  which  tw  might  not  join.  This  over,  she  ^raog 
unaansted,  and  with  one  rault,  into  her  saddle, 
anned  as  she  was  ;  and  this  military  feat  of  strength 
and  skill,  such  as  few  men  could  perform,  won  a 
cheer  from  tt»e  toldiery. 
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"Aod  xtoiw,"  she  saul  aloud  to  the  Oenernls, 
"  lead  us  straight  to  the  enemy,  to  Talbot,  and  to 
tli«  English  bastilles, and  thatbythd  ddeof  Ueauce; 
this  is  all  I  requiro  and  comnuutd  in  the  Dauphin's 
name :  once  tlwre,  Heaven,  our  cause,  and  our  own 
tnttt  in  both,  shall  do  tbe  nst." 

The  march  b«^^  ;  the  priests,  following  the  ban- 
Der  of  Jean  l*asqu4>rcl,  resunwd  tlicir  station  at  tlu) 
besd ;  and  tlii^n,  in  tlic  onUir  in  which  tlwjr  liad  ad- 
vanced, the  maiden  and  tli«  first  part  of  tlte  forces 
filed  off  the  ground,  and  b^ao  to  wind  down  the 
ste^  streets  of  BLoift.  As  I  was  attached  to  no 
leader,  I  was  not  allowed  to  take  my  place  dll 
UDong  tho  last  io  the  linn  of  march,  so  that,  as  I 
man  to  tlio  crest  of  the  bill,  I  could  perteive  the 
whole  of  tlw  army  am)  the  convoy. 

A  grand  and  cheering  sight  is  soicb  an  array  ; 
yet  it  warms  the  tieart  a  million-fold  the  more,  wlien 
it  is  the  setting  forth  of  patriots,  devoted  to  the 
rescue  of  their  native  land.  &ly  distrust  uf  her 
companions  in  arms,  mj-  cooviction  of  intended 
treachery,  were  almost  lost  lu  the  noble  evidence  of 
strength  before  mo.  Through  the  luu-row  stroets 
which  lay  beneath  me  to  the  river,  and  over  the 
tops  of  which,  and  even  of  the  valhodnl,  I  could 
r  look  down  upon  the  river  and  tliu  lamliicap,  I 
r       conid  s«e,a«  tlioy  bore  fur  an  instant  in  their  wind- 
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bridge,  tlie  banners,  Gpeiin,  and  pennoas,  an<]  htf^ 
and  there  the  aniiour  of  the  troope.  The  ■oood 
of  the  chftnts  died  away  in  the  distaucu,  but 
the  blaet  of  trumpeU,  the  neigh  of  horvc*,  utd  the 
clangor  of  arms,  replaced  it  with  a  dl'^w  exhilaration. 
Suddenly,  the  tiwod  uf  thecoluinn  camti  towards  tht 
bridge  which  croswd  tlic  Loir«  into  Sauloigne; 
and  I  was  astooished  to  see  it  tako  that  direction, 
instead  of  winding  to  thv  l«ft  upon  the  bank,  vfaicb 
would,  ait  1  well  knew,  bring  ua  to  Orleans  by  the 
northern  aide  of  Bcatice. 

I  had  observed  the  cars  already  on  the  south,  but  I 
had  supposed  thai  tJwy  would  croM  the  river  to  us, 
and  fall  into  our  line  at  llie  appointed  plac^.  I 
coutil  luifdly  ct«dit  my  own  eyec,  or  tny  own  douhU, 
cunfintNxl,  n*  both  were,  by  wliat  I  had  beard  at 
Poitien.  Ji«nn«  d'Arc  had  asmredly  given  the 
command  to  proceed  at  onoe  by  tliu  shore  that 
would  lead  to  the  mein  force  of  the  enemy. 

Was  it  possible  tliat  in  this  fint  etep  of  the  cam- 
paign they  had  deceived  her?  Such  a  fraud  ap> 
peared  to  me  too  monstrous  and  unhluitliirig  for 
treachery  itself.  To  reassure  myself,  I  nod*  in- 
quiries of  those  round  roe. 

"  Pertiflps  there  is  some  ford,"  remarked  a  aoU 
dier,  "  which  ve  are  to  croKs  tu  bring  us  again  td 
tho  norUwni  bank,  for  the  bridge  of  Moun  is  in  the 
hands  <4  the  Englinh,  and  ttiere  is  no  oth«r  liiilimtm 
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this  and  Orl«Bn«  [  but  it  will  be  lianl  woik,  too,  for 
the  cars." 

"They  may  be  unUulm,  and  the  proviaioDt 
taken  acroBS  bjr  boats,"  observed  anoUier. 

Tlt«  Holdier  merely  Hhook  his  head,  and  udded 
«ft«r  a  timf :  —  '*  The  English  have  taken  good 
caiv  of  the  command  of  tiio  rirer." 

The  drops  burst  from  my  brow  with  indignatioo 
and  nnxintr,  but  I  tried  to  hope  that  so  childish  a 
docaptionoould  notbtt  pmctiM-d.  I  lookiid onward^ 
and  I  saw  tho  advanced  guard  croM  t)i«  bridg«. 
JeGone  had  nowputoa  acapof  velvet,  Kurmounted 
by  a  plume,  aud  might  be  plainly  distinguished  in 
tlie  line  by  that,  and  by  her  standard,  which  she 
never  quilted.  The  army  received  the  bars  after 
about  tw<vthirdfi  had  passed  them,  and  we  found 
oar«clv«s  taking  a  south-esM.  direction  through  the 
woods  in  a  mad  toli-rohly  a^lnptcd  for  our  advance. 

Our  pace,  however,  was  netKasarily  slow,  for 
many  of  the  eara  were  drawn  by  oxen,  and  others 
heavily  laden,  making  deep  fumms  in  our  path, 
which  was  in  «om«  places  so  narrow  bi-tweeu  the 
trees,  titat  even  Jeanmi  could  not  pafs  thv  line  to 
reach  the  spot  where  her  pruMmce  ecemcd  imow- 
Mry  to  exhort  tlie  drivvm  to  speed  and  exertion. 

"Tliere  wra*  tittle  need,  if  w«  are  to  more  at 
this  pace,"  grumbled  a  tronper,  "to  order  us  to 
leave  our  baggage  behind,  and  our  women  foUowers 
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could  fiaeily  liavu  k«pt  up  wiUi  us  whom  our  new 
leader  has  so  peremptorily  forbuMiMi.'* 

"  Mum  1"  cried  •  socond,  *'  but  priests  in  tbe 
fVont  and  womca  in  tlie  nnu  would  hardly  hwB 
agreed  either." 

"  Vou  are  right,"  repliod  1h»  first  j  "  the 
would  have  wauted  to  hure  the  women  witti  thno." 

"Nuy,  but " 

V  "  I  kuow,  i  know ;  weVe  to  be  an  army  of  sainU, 
but  I  think  I  might  defy  the  devil  himself  to  make 
a  saint  of  mv." 

The  day  passed  on,  and  though  we  tialt«<]  but 
seldom ,  and  were  soon  again  in  motion,  wm  nwde 
but  f(rw  leagues.  I  kept  watching,  but  tn  ruin, 
for  Uie  timv  when  wi;  vliould  uppr.)acli  Uw  Loire, 
and  endeavouring  to  console  myself  wiUi  the  idek 
that  we  were  to  make  a  sudden  turn  upon  it,  m  u 
to  prevent  all  opposite  prejiaration. 

Hie  bivouac  was  ordered  for  the  ni^it,  and, 
though  there  were  a  few  cottages  neur,  Jeanne  ctuA 
herself  in  her  umKHir  ujwn  tim  ground,  surroundod 
by  her  household,  in  one  of  t\w  opon  Bpaoe«  which 
were  lelectod  for  our  repoae.  But  thia  was  not 
until,  accompanied  and  watdii-d  clowly  by  Dc  Rayi 
and  the  otlier  leaderH,  she  had  gone  nmnd  tbo 
whole  circle  of  tlie  cainp-fiivs,  speaking  words  of 
cheer  and  kindness  to  all,  as  though  she  honoured 
eadi  warrior  as  a  broUter,  and  exhorting  many  to 
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make  con/cMion,  timt  th«y  might  joio  with  hei  in 
the  sacnunent  of  the  mornnr.  The  Eolemn  chant 
of  the  prieata  waa  beard  for  a  sburttiinu  iu  lier  own 
quarter,  and  then  each  of  that  body  walked  from 
group  to  group,  and  many  an  energetic  and  kind 
appeal  mu  mode  to  the  resting  soldiers,  to  fit  them- 
•dva  for  the  grvnt  work  tliey  tiad  undertakon,  or 
for  tlw  feXm  they  migiit  incur  by  it.  Death  was 
no  longer  in  thnr  mouths  a  terror  and  a  mystery, 
but  a  pnze  for  tiw  good,  and  tlw  lasting  honour  of 
the  btBve.  The  soldiers  felt  wondrous  pleasure  in 
such  words,  for  none  who  had  undertaken  the  en- 
tqrpriie  against  the  ever-victorious  and  outnumber- 
ing English  but  felt  the  peril,  and  there  were,  there- 
fore, few  who  were  not  grateful  for  the  consolation. 

At  length  I  mode  my  own  confession,  and  in  it 
told  to  the  priest  the  treacliery  which  I  Itad  heard 
devised  aguiost  the  maiden.  We  sate  long  apart  in 
deep  conforoncu  upon  tlit;  stop  that  vm  might  take  to 
acquaint  lier  wiUi  the  danger  that  settmcd  to  sur- 
round her,  and  it  was  dot4;rmtn«d  that  he  should 
6nd  the  opportunity  of  coiuniunicating  all  to  Jean 
Past^uerel,  and  induce  him,  if  possible,  to  see  me, 
and,  if  necessary,  lo  bring  me  to  her  pretence.  I 
then  lay  down  to  rest  mora  composedly,  and  was 
refreshed  by  my  slumben. 

Not  so  witli  Joanno ;  the  unaccustomed  weight 
of  hur  armour  and  ita  over-closenesa  had  made  hvr 
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languid  and  feverUb,  but  she  attempt«<l  still  to  keep 
all  such  Eigns  from  observation.  Sbe,  hov^nr^ 
fluQered  herself  to  be  partlj-  dicarmed,  and  thnw 
around  ber  for  the  day's  tnarcb  a  large  mantlo. 

Dutvven  tbc  news  of  her  tUneNi,  wlitch  could  Dot 
be  Gonoaalcd,  jutnu<l  to  the  counge  with  wliicli  she 
■trove  aguinrt  it,  added  to  the  catcccn  in  which  the 
(oldicry  began  to  hold  Iwr,  an<i  moved  tliem,  lo  ad> 
dition  to  tli«>  exhortationa  of  the  priests,  so  that 
when  the  iiolecnii  vervice  of  the  morning  began,  tbo 
false  shame  which  had  been  a  weapon  againit 
those  wbo  should  join  in  it  was  now  converu-d  into 
the  (^pofiitc  sentiment,  and  used  against  thu«o  who 
were  recusants.  The  tide  of  opinion  l1iu«  lumodf 
tlie  second  day's  march  presented  a  strange  con- 
trast to  the  usual  ribaldry  of  an  army.  Men 
sought  true  and  honest  distinction  from  the  oatuml 
feeliDg  of  their  hearts,  instead  of  a  reputatloD  for 
outrugiag  tlicni,  or  bearing  them  callously,  "  Franca 
and  Hvawn  for  tt  I"  became  tlic  watchword  from 
mouth  to  moutli.  It  reached  even  tlio  loaders  bjr 
Uie  report  of  tlieir  fomiliars,  and  De  Rays  fiUtcred  at 
tlie  sprit  which  might  be  employed  against  Idm. 
The  visible  ngn  of  their  awakened  enthusium 
which  she  had  belield  at  daybreak  was  enough  for 
Joanne  ;  her  spiriu,  which  care  and  contention  bad 
bowed,  were  re>invigorated  with  her  hopes,  and 
tlioce,  with  bcr  habitual  abstineiKo,  sovod  her  from 
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the  wont  consequenwa  of  her  ualous  bdiecre- 
tion. 

As  soon  OS  he  could  find  tlic  opportunity  on  the 
march,  tliv  priest,  wlto  liiul  recoiwd  my  nnifecsdon, 
spuk«  with  3e*.n  Pusquurcl,  wli<me  interest  and  in- 
dignation were  instantly  routml  by  the  recital.  He 
even  placed  the  banner  in  otlier  hands,  and,  after 
the  struggle  of  two  hours,' found  me  in  tlie  r«erof 
the  line.    We  conversed  long  and  earnestly. 

*'  It  18,  indeed,  fitting  that  she  had  known  this 
sooner,"  he  cried  witli  bitter  impatience j  "not 
itrnt  you  arc  to  be  blamed ;  you  have  done  and 
sufiered  much,  but  I  wisli  —  I  wish  —  !  Vou 
have  scfiTv^ly  seen  her  to-day.  Slie  cau  hear  no 
more  excit«m«nt  now,  certainly  no  more  anxiety. 
This  trvaKon !  Were  it  told  slie  muat  return — for 
maih  ine,  I  now  fuHy  believe  with  you,  that  they 
are  leading  us  by  the  side  of  Sauloigne  without  th« 
chance  of  our  crossing  to  the  other  1  Poor  fools  I 
more  wretched  In  ttieir  blin<Ine««  than  their  knavery. 
You  marked  lliey  durvd  not  join  us  in  the  eacra* 
ment,  tave  to>day  that  He  Rays,  and  I  ttiink  now 
but  the  worse  of  him  fur  it.  1'he  »haine,  tlie  confU- 
sion  on  their  own  heads !  as  it  will  come '.  as  it 
is  decreed  that  it  shall  come,  doubt  not,  however 
tlieir  hypocrisy  may  strive  against  tlie  truth  !  Iwiil 
watch  them,  obst'rve  them,  tjuestiun  tJiem  —  mock  , 
tlium  to  their  teeth  I  yet,  roethinks,  the  must  not 
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know  DOW ;  to  t«turo  upoo  our  steps  irith  sue 
tlie  artny  as  would  follow  ua  would  indeed  dii^noo 
tlieiii,  but  so  it  might  ruio  nil.  My  friend  !  1  trust 
full}'  in  Die  guard  cliat  Hearen  Uirows  around  lier ; 
nay,  were  it  but  iit  lier  own  mortal  genius,  which 
as  much  tran»cea<ls  tlieir's  as  doth  her  heart  of 
purity — or  this  spring  sun  tlie  gloom  of  a  November 
mist.  I  will  go  forward,  j<Hn  their  com^iony,  am 
what  she  may  best  bear,  and  acare  them  with  the 
oertaioty  tliat  all  is  known  to  me ;  cast  hints  of  Ia 
Tremouilte  and  La  Jaille  like  barbed  darts  at  t)i«m, 
and  moreover  chant  theni  a  dirge  of  tiieir  coming 
faXa,  tliat  shall  be  to  tliem  as  a  procession  tu  tlietf 
own  execution." 

The  entliusiastia  priest  embraced  me,  and  bade 
me  farewt^U ;  he  went  forward,  and  lie  well  kept  bis 
word  wiUi  I)e  Kays  and  his  comrades,  but  Jeanne 
cared  not  to  hide  from  liim  the  weakness  agabst 
which  »lie  struggled  in  (jte  eyes  of  alt  ebe,  and  bo 
dared  not  tax  it  with  the  infliction  of  so  great  a  pas- 
sion. He  was  silent,  prayed  for  her.  and  still  trusted. 
He  divided  hia  time  between  her  and  liis  mora 
public  duty  as  the  leader  of  tli«  sacred  corps,  and 
that  day  posted  witliout  my  again  ueing  him. 

So  was  it  not  witii  Uio  night,  for,  though  it  wis 
advanced,  yet,  as  after  another  slow  and  listien 
day,  1  gaxed  wakefully  upon  the  waters  oS  the  Loi- 
nl,  round  the  source  of  which  we  had  passed  by  the 
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■oath,  and  which,  probably,  it  was  tlidir  plan  to 
confound  in  the  miad  of  Jeanne  with  th?  largvr 
stn-am,  the  Loire,  to  which  it  b  tributaiy  ;  he  cams 
to  recount  to  me  the  passages  of  the  day,  and  to 
oo««u1t  on  till)  plans  of  Iho  morrow.  I  left  all 
fntij  in  his  Immls,  for  his  Mat,  his  oflke,  and  his 
brave  integrity,  all  bad«  ine  confide  in  him.  It 
waa  detifrmin(.>d  tjiot  Iwr  ocodfbl  repose  should  not 
be  broken  that  night  by  the  unwelcome  news. 

A  tliird  time  the  morning  rcae  upon  us  in  the 
rank»,  und  a  tliird  time  it  wa«  grea^tcd  with  the 
nm«  »ol«ninity.  It  wax  perfonxiied  with  increasml 
eanieatneiH.  The  word  now  passed  from  mouth  to 
mouth,  tliat  we  were  near  to  Orleans  and  to  the 
English;  that  the  day  of  bat6e  was  come. 

They  no  longer  shut  their  eyes  to  danger ;  they 
liuil  k-amed  tlie  higher  courage  uf  cstiniating  and 
braving  it.  Tliens  was  little  need  to  encourage 
men  who  had  already  scnnnod  and  cnihmc^vl  the 
consequence ;  but  Jeanne,  now  again  wearing  her 
rfltpleadent  aims,  her  helmet  on  her  head,  and 
ready  fur  Imttk,  rode  through  the  ranki  and  to  tlie 
GOmpanica,  cheerful  with  the  refresiinx'nt  of  repove 
and  renewed  healUi,  and  boldly  propluwying  thnt 
the  truc-hcartud  should  find  no  danger  in  th«  ap- 
proaching trial. 

"  Heaven  has  done  as  mucli  to  pimiwh  France," 
she  said,  "  when  at  Azbcourt  tlwy  say  but  forty 
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Englnb  pcritilieil  to  defect  u>d  dectroy  oU  our 
chivalf]-,  and  do  you  doubt  that  as  much  or  mora 
shall  be  done  with  you,  when  every  soul  tlinnigboBl 
the  boet  is,  as  I  pray,  fully  reconciled  to  Ukv«»  t 
And  it  is  told  to  roe.  My  Voices,  who  cooifbrlvd  in* 
yexterduy  in  th«  languor  of  sicXnces,  bade  in«  not 
to  be  discouragt-d  by  Umt  or  any  unrorossrn  ill,  for 
that  we  sliall  oiiti.^r  Orleanc  in  safety.  My  blood 
ie,  as  I  know,  to  flow,  but  not  t<Mlay,  nor  your'si 
therefore,  mardi  on  &*  to  a  bridal  j  tlie  noble  city 
looks  for  her  deliverers  to  love  them  1" 

We  rode  now  directly  northward,  and  Jean  Pat- 
querel,  seeing  tliat  she  had  recovered  her  liealtll 
suJ})ciently  to  bear  it,  was  determined  tliat  sh* 
should  no  longer  remain  in  igiioronce  of  the  il» 
oeiu  lis  moving  cause  he  reserved  for  another 
use  and  opportunity,  unless  he  should  now  b* 
compelled  to  advert  to  it.  But  hi>r  quick  per- 
ceptions and  uager  inquirws  left  him  sc&rct-ly  time 
to  make  the  disclosure. 

Her  party  emerged  fivm  the  woody  p«th  at  Um 
than  a  league  and  a  half  from  Orleans,  and  nt  tlio 
fint  sight  of  its  spires  she  began  to  diract  tltc  array 
for  thv  Imltle.  The  country  is  flat,  aod  tlio  Loire 
Iny  iJien  deep  in  its  cliannd,  •»  that  she  could  not 
at  firet  discern  tlm  relative  positions  of  tba  rivtr 
and  the  town.  "  Where  is  tlie  butille  that  Tnlboi 
and  Suffolk  hold  ?"  ^te  asked,    "  Ic  U  to  thetn  my 
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letter  of  wuving  and  dsBonca  hds  b*^ii  ivnt,  and 
by  tii«ai  mil  1  p«a,  tliat  they  may  k«c  my  word  ii 
kept.  My  Lord  Mnnhal,  or  you,  Seigneur  de  Lore ! 
Lord  Admiral !  quick,  toll  mn  that  I  may  place 
myself  right  in  the  front  of  our  battln,  and  fltand, 
B8  I  am  a)>i>oint«d,  bi'twi^oa  lliti  tioble  army  and 
its  danger !" 

Ail  paused,  and  Pasquerel,  darting  a  fierce 
glance  around  him,  essayed  to  epeak.  but  his  wrath 
ft^ed  bitn.  Ste.  Seven  tSotte  hod  presence  of 
miod. 

"  You  will  do  wrong  to  form  *XKh  an  order  of 
battle  as  yuu  pru]x)i(e,  for  it  iit  not  now  against  TaU 
bot  or  Suffolk  tiiat  you  hAvv  been  bid.  Yoader 
Tourelles  are  the  head  of  the  bridge  on  the  Kmtliern 
tide,  and  are  kept  by  (ila^dalt?.  Our  plati  is  to 
tlirow  ttie  luccflurs  into  t^  ttiwn  a  little  to  the 
I  east,  th«  right  of  yonder  bastille,  wliich  you  may 
discern  un  your  own  right  hand,  Ht.  Jean  le  Blanc, 
and  Imnng  done  that,  to  try  tJie  greater  enterprise 
at  better  safety." 

"  Halt !"  cried  the  maiden. "  Jetto  Pa«nierel,  for- 
ward to  your'e,  and  bid  them  return  to  me,  these 
nan  have  betrayed  tliem,  me  —  me  I  my  country, 
tha  Dauphin,  tlie  commaitd  of  Heaven  !  let  the 
army  form  upon  this  road.  Take  uiy  banner,  Ray- 
mond, you  my  shield,  Louit ;  nay,  nay,  1  want  no 
]       guiding  stolT,  having  no  guidouce.  Now,  sirs,  eince 
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you  hav«  acoroed  the  king's  commtmon, 
driegatctt  office,  what  will  you  do? — lead  !  jro  od  1 
1  am  muly  to  die,  for  die  |>erhaps  1  miut,  and  nil 
tlneio  with  me,  in  expiation  of  your  fault.  Let  me 
know  what  you  will  do,  for  methinks  it  is  time  you 
ibould  B]>oak  your  will,  and  that  truly  .^ 

"  Whatever  befal,  here  is  one,"  said  Stc.  S«v*re, 
"  t«ady  to  expiatv  his  own  acquieacenoe,  by  iiliariug 
your  fate,  whatever  it  may  be,  and  one  who  feels  a 
double  chargo  upon  himmlf,  since  lie  ha«  thwarted 
your"8.  We  tnuil  move  as  well  as  we  may  to  tha 
riv«r  edge,  sod  there  guard  our  wnvoy  till  it  con 
be  transported  by  the  barks  wliich  John  of  Orlcana 
will  have  ready." 

"  Which  John  uf  Orleans  will  havR  ready  1  Hava 
you  so  long  harlwured  thi«  fabuhood  ta  to  concert 
it  with  him  i''  asked  the  maiden.  "  On  I  on  !  and 
let  u*  perish,  if  it  is  to  be,  for  it  is  better  to  bo  no 
longar  wearied  and  tortured  liere:,  and  yet  1  grien 
for  tlieae,  for  Prance,  for  Chariea  I" 

She  was  silent,  and  moved  passively. 

"  What  is  now  to  be  done  '/*  asked  Fascjuerel 

"  Back  with  your  banner,  in  the  name  of  Hea- 
ven," cried  Anibnim  de  Lore ;  "  or  tlu)  men  will 
think  there  is  some  clieck ;  Uiey  must  not  know 
that  this  disagreement  has  happened.^ 

Patquerel  still  looked  to  Jeanne. 

**  I  know  nothing,"  she  said ;  "it  haa  been  udd 
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me  tfaftt  UiU  day  we  shall  tnwt  little  opposition, 
and  that  all  eIibU  eotei  Orleans  in  sccunty  :  bow 
should  timt  be  but  this  day  i  —  but  I  know  not  1 
It  may  b«  to  try  us ;  dear  father,  we  must  not  want 
faith  or  court^rc.  Yet,  if  you  (Vo  ns  tliejr  would 
have  you,  do  it  as  from  yourwlf ;  they  thwart  all 
ooonsel,  all  fac^." 

"  I  trust  ID  your  victory  and  tlieir  shame,  ondto 
sue  that  I  obtiy  them,"  said  Jean  Pasqueret  uloud, 
ontl,  taking  his  standard,  led  on  his  corps  to  the 
bonk  of  the  river. 

Pierre  d'Are  said  nothing,  but  rode  ade  by  aide 
with  his  sister,  who  again  took  her  banner  and 
shivld  from  her  pages,  und  went  forward  sadly  but 
unfUtvringly. 

After  ten  minute*'  ulencft  De  Rays  rode  up.  "  It 
is  by  the  advice  of  John  of  Orieons,"  ivR  said, 
"  that  we  Ikare  acted,  nay,  bis  injunction,  which  be 
neither  can  nor  will  deny." 

*'  On  his  he<ad  be  it  then,  as  well  as  on  your's, 
who  havi?  fuUowed  him,"  replied  Jo^inne ;  "it  is 
little  to  jnalify  yourst^lf  to  me  ;  but  should  the  noble 
Oaophin  lo»e  his  last  hope  of  dominion,  should  the 
poor  people  he  hopelessly  delivered  to  their  English 
tyrants,  sliould  this  town  be  burned,  and  the  inha- 
bitants »lain  for  the  loyalty  they  have  shewn,  you 
will  liave  much  to  an5wer  for  here  to  man,  end 
more  hereafter  to  God." 
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No  word  more  was  eaid  till  thoy  gained  ituKuth 
bank  of  llie  river,  as  they  liad  intriuled,  a  Uttli  to 
the  east  of  the  bastille  of  St.  Jean  le  BInnc. 

"  See  you,"  said  D'Aulon,  as  th«y  amved  na  tb» 
diore,  so  near  to  tl>e  Bnglis}i  fort  that  the 
«ite  pttrlin  could  even  dtKern  each  otJier's 
"  wee  you  that  tlie  river  is  so  low  that  yoncbn- 
Teu>cl»  citnnot  reach  us  by  many  yards. " 

"  Tlw  provisioDX  and  urms  must  he  borou  by  (iw 
men  through  thv  diollow  water,"  aoid  De  Rayt. 

"  All  ojieration,"  obMrrod  St«,  Sovaro.  with  a 
sigh,  "  which  muHt  place  the  whole  ooirvoy  at  the 
mercy  of  tlie  Eugliiili  forces  |  tc«  you  how  tlie 
walls  of  tliis  baatille  are  crowded  with  men,  and 
yondor  again,  at  the  Tourelles,  and  that  whieb  1 
bclivre  is  the  Augustins." 

"  Thoy  have  onotlier  on  the  Isle  ChaHenuigpi* 
to  the  west  of  the  bridge  in  the  middle  of  tfa* 
river,"  said  D'Aulon  drily ;  "  and  they  am,  if 
need  b«,  bring  greater  fort-i^  from  the  northern 
bonk." 

"  It  would  be  to  tacniicc  our  men  sliamtftilly 
to  place  them  in  such  a  position,"  obaemd  Sth 
Serere  ;  "  observe  how  all  tlM>  i-auiion  and  micrilea 
bear  right  upon  this  landing.  Glasdale.  with  wliom 
you  h&ve  to  deal,  is  neither  fool  nor  coward.  You 
propose  to  yourselves  somewhat  a  greater  achiev*' 
ment,  to  land  this  convoy  in  his  teeth,  than  to 
by  Suffolk  and  Talbot  into  the  town." 
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Ic  does  Dot  eeem  disposed  to  stir  yet,"  said 
Raye. 
"  He  i»  )»ldier  enough  to  tniit  till  we  are 
jliiy  cmbttrmftied,  and  exposed  by  Uie  work, 
perimp*,"  Kaid  D'Aulon  between  his  teeth,  but 
^^Hh  a  triumphant  drj-nesji. 
^^  "  Tliere  »  yet  one  matter  which  prevents  the 
[     need  of  our  discuasion,"  said  Ambrose  de  Lore,  with 
the  bitter  irony  of  disgrace  and  disappointment ; 
"  wc  ^liall  thus  &r  be  safe,  that  yonder  vessels 
cannot  approach  us  at  all ;  the  wind  comes  right 
from  tho  eoft,  tJwy  are  much  too   licavy  to  be 
moved  by  oant,  and  in  this  narrowed  and  )ilioftlly 
stream  they  huve  no  means  of  beating  up  to  us. 
Were  w«  as  much  to  the  weat  an  ww  are  to  tlie 
eaat  of  8t.  Jean  le  Blanc,  we  might  have  some 
of  tlieir  joining  us." 
The  EngliHh  know  what  they  are  about,  and 
how  tochoo^  their  positions,"  continued  D*Aulo»  j 
"     "  they  have  the  wliole  command  of  tlie  river." 
^^   All    eyes    now    involuntarily    turned    ton-ards 
^Beanne  D'Arc.   She  made  them  no  reproach,  save 
one  tliey  would  hardly  feel ;  tears  of  indignation 
and  grief  trickle<)  down  her  cheeks,  and  a  slight 
curl  of  contempt  she  could  not  conquer  played 
her  lips.    She  awaited  what  tfaey  would  sny. 
And  what  would  you  nowadvisep"  lutked  D<< 
ays,  awuming  an  easy  effrontery. 
TOL.  It.  tj 


366 


JOAN  OF  ABC, 


"  Nay,  gvntkincD,  you  am  liuto  to  odviM  n« 
the  Dauphin's  communon,"  ni<]  sho,  wvorulj 
"  if  I  may  oonunend,  takoyoiulor  buvtillti  tmm  tbs 
Boglieh,  and  «o  win  a  port  for  tli*  barko;"  wul 
with  tliis,  t)is  flt«rii  expressiuu  of  her  fare  glewned 
M-ith  terrible  eDlhuaia&m  a*  sIk  l«tl  forwards,  pra- 
parttd  to  guide  witli  her  banner,  and  in  hsr  own 
|>erwn,  the  directiou  of  the  assault. 

During  this  time  La  Hire  and  many  of  th«  cap- 
tatni  had  been  formiog  the  troopt  in  tJM  b«t 
ponibla  positioofi  for  defenco,  eo  UmX  tli«  two 
annJM  watchwl  out-h  other  witli  tliv  caloi  vigilauoo. 
of  two  opposed  swordemini,  each  waiting  a  mui*»> 
ment  to  tak«  hie  adrcnfary  at  odvantA^.  Vat  J: 
ivas  well  for  Uiu  Pninch  limt  at  Uiat  nioioeiil  aa 
unwonted  8pu-il  of  inaction  rtigocd  in  the  Kujfli&li 
camp.  6la»dAl«  held,  ait  frrnn  Uie  docaaeed  Saiis- 
bur}*.  the  bequeathed  right  of  oonunaad  over  the 
wuthem  bank.  A  nt^rn,  rude  soldier  of  fortuna, 
lie  cultivated  little  the  frietwliiliip  of  tlw  gnat 
pmrs  who  ruled  on  the  nortliem  shoru,  and  vaa 
rathvr  their  rival  than  tJieir  coadjutor. 

The  EnglisJi  were  not  taken  unaware*  i  if  so, 
tJieir  dettirmioed  courage  might  have  mada  ttta 
straggle  y«t  moiu  terrible  tlmn  it  pra^-ed  ;  but  rur 
inour*  of  tbo  propbeteu  badraaobml  them,  as  eud* 
nuDOure  are  alnaya  spraad.  with  the  exngguratimi 
of  every  indiflerent  action  into  a  nvnder.    It  wu 
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plaio,  too,  that  the  French  hod  already  recovered 
mucli  coD6deQco,  having  uo  other  trust  llinii  in 
her  iianu-  and  wonU,  The  leaders  of  tlic  Bnglisli 
did  not  iniccced  in  souliing  at  h«r  pmtt'ticionx  \ 
they  stigmatised  hi;r  n-omunly  lionour,  imd  laughed 
at  her  mowi  hirtli  aod  education  ;  but  «he  Mmi  not 
called  proMtituts  or  cowkecper  hy  Uie-Jr  men ;  tliey 
abused  her,  but  tliey  called  her  "  sorceress, '' 
tmd  half- trembled  in  fpviiig  her  tlie  name  which 
might  prove  a  blaephi>my.  Robbery,  cruelt}', 
Mcrilege,  and  murder,  too,  n-ere  on  the  bouIs  of 
mo«t  of  them.  The  leait  religious  are  always  the 
i»o»t  supcrHtitious,  and  they  invented  marrels, 
ngn,  and  portents  of  their  own )  and  thoee  who 
had  once  knelt  at  holy  Bhrines,  had  loet  all  sense 
of  religion,  but  ttx  vague,  unmixed,  and  tremen- 
doua  terrors. 

Suffolk,  Talbot,  Scales.  Olasdale,  though  ready 
to  dare  both  wvrld*  in  the  cau»o  of  Bngliali  honour, 
were  unanimous  in  tliis  tognnl  also,  that  they 
knew  not  how  this  new  power  might  fall  upon  their 
aoldiers,  that  they  felt  it  well  to  give  them  time  to 
laugh  at  tlieir  own  panic,  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  might  put  a  sure  trust  in  their  dogged, 
indomitable  courage,  whiyn  forced  to  uee  it  im  the 
da(«nsive.  Orleans,  and  Prance  witii  it,  Uiny 
knew,  were  yet  gainst,  if  tlwy  could  but  jintivntly 
hold  their  own. 
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D'Aukin  and  tlie  immediate  attendanta  of  the 
maiden,  the  former  of  whom  bad  brought  up  her 
own  especial  (.-ompany,  propar^  to  support  her, 
bringing  up  provi^ionK,  scaling-ladders,  and  other 
muiuiit  of  assault.  Dc  Rays  and  the  otlier  gen** 
mis  shewed  thoir  ditsetit  mth«r  by  tlMt  slowoesa  of 
their  motions,  tluui  by  any  exproawd  disappn^ia* 
tion  of  her  command.  Almost  incapable  of  doubt, 
she  could  have  pressed  on  to  the  very  mound  of 
the  bastille,  where  already  a  movement  discorefod 
tlie  preiwiBtions  to  receive  her,  liod  not  D'Aulon, 
wlio  had  cast  an  anxious  glance  at  tlie  diieb,  stay 
her. 

"  On !  on  !  wc  can  at  least  shame  them  by 
deaths!"  die  criod  impatiently,  but  St«.  Sercit, 
who  had  advancv-d,  point«d  out  to  her  oa  tlio  river 
a  small  boat,  which,  rowed  by  two  inra,  contsinfld 
likewise  three  or  four  warriors }  who,  amid  all 
mismloB  of  the  English,  were  safely  making  for 
southern  shurv, 

"  It  is  John  of  Orleans,"  said  the  Marshal, "  an 
as  tie  has  of  late  (^>n)mand«d  here,  we  should  at 
least  wait  his  advice."  Jeanne  made  no  reply, 
tliough  an  obvious  one  was  upon  her  lipe;  but  she 
stBjed  her  wrath  from  the  enemy,  to  pour  it  upoa 
one  whom  she  considered  a  falsa  friend.  Sl)v 
placed  herself  at  once  on  Uie  spot  where  he  was 
(0  laiKl,  leaping  from  her  saddle  to  accost  him. 
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"  You  ore  tlio  Ba«tard  of  Or1(»uis  ?"  uskcd  she, 
as  he  sprang  from  Uio  boat  on  the  slioiv. 

"  I  am  he,"  replied  the  young  warriw,  "  aiiU 
right  glad  to  greet  }'our  arriTol." 

*'  And  ia  it  you,"  cotiliiiued  she,  "  who  have 
^veu  the  advice  to  bring  me  hitlier  by  this  ride  of 
the  river,  and  not  directly,  as  1  deabed,  in  the  fece 
of  Talbot  and  his  English  P" 

"  Not  only  I,"  answwtd  the  BfwUud  haughtily, 
"  but  others  inore  experienced  and  able  thim  my- 
self were  of  this  opinion,  as  being  Die  better,  and 
surer  way." 

"  And  you  advised  them,"  she  exckimed,  stamp- 
ing with  a  rage  she  could  not  contain,  ''  lo  bring 
me  hither  by  deceit  and  fraud,  as  though  1  were  a 
in  your  and  their  hands,  instead  of  one  en- 
'trusted  aa  I  am  I" 

"  I  should  scarcely  have  hesitated  at  uny  means 
which  would  in  my  opinion  best  serve  tlie  king'x 
cause,"  answered  he  firmly  and  coldly. 

A  little  sarrann  rose  to  her  lip),  but  she  sup- 
ressed  it,  walking  up  and  down  hurriedly  for  a 
moment. 

"  Wretched  device !  mi*eraWe  discord !  treason ! 
failure  !"  she  exclaimed  to  herself  j  **  but  1  will  nol 
add  to  the  folly  tf  I  can  help  it ;"  then  turning  short 
^■«pOD  the  Bastard,  "  1  will  not  launt  you  with  the 
^■weot,if,  indeed,  you  meant  loyally  j  if  not,  you  would 
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but  rtijoicc  in  it;  but  let  that  bid  you  make  bo* 
boast  of  this  experieDce  and  counsel,  «)uch  uv  to 
plainly  belied.  If  we  had  passed,  as  I  cotntnandod, 
by  thit  other  Klwre,  tlte  iwowiaioiia  woold  have  beeo 
wiiBly  brought  into  Orleans  thoM  provwiunt  triuch 
your  kadert  here,  pcrba{M  you  among  tliom,  thiali 
are  Uie  only  tuocours  you  nMid,  and  oai«  but  fo 
fiiediiig  you  when  Utey  shoold  deliver  FiBMe. 
How  will  you  now  cause  them  to  pass  the  mer? 
Can  your  barks  come  hither  against  the  wiitd,  a 
defiance  of  yondor  English  garrisons?" 

"  Two  leagues  higher,"  said  John  of  Orlnmi. 
ookliy,  "  is  a  garrison  of  mine  at  Cho;;,  oo  tb« 
northern  shore,  in  a  small  strong  castle,  wlaehhst 
wtUl  held  out ;  if  we  brought  tlui  pntvitiaiM  ami 
vejiaels  thither,  they  might  cross  more  suruly." 

"  In  front  still  of  yonder  large  bastille,  in  bt» 
of  the  very  danger  you  6ret  feared?"  said  Jeanne, 
potnting  to  St.  Loup,  which  was  plainly  vtsihle  lo 
tlic  ttOKt  of  tlie  city,  UAwmo  it  and  tlie  little  villap 
and  fori  of  Chepy.  "  Besidea,  will  the  wind,  that 
will  not  truQVtr  your  boau  to  come  even  hither. 
carry  tltem  two  miles  furtlter  up  the  stream,  ia  this 
narrow  and  shallow  channel,  in  which  tJiey  wiU  be 
stranded  if  they  try  to  beat  up  against  it?" 

Jolin  of  Orleans  wns  eilent,  and  lodud  anf 
and  imiwlivDtly  round  for  couumI  ;  but  nooe 
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disposed  to  take  the  dilute  from  hU  refponsi- 
bilily. 

"  Wimt  wiU  you  do  T"  nbnort  thundered  the 
maiden ;  "  will  jofi  rand  back  thv  jiuocoun  to  the 
Dauphin,  and  my  you  think  them  as  worthless  as 
hifi  orders  P  You  thought  you  were  trifling  with  a 
silly  girl,  Uial  your  crafly  counoela  might  deceive 
or  cross  ber  as  you  chose  I  Think  you  that  if  I 
apoke  but  (ram  myself,  I  uliould  dure  to  come 
among  «o  many  warrion  bearing  en«igna  of  com> 
mand  above  them  P  I  have  a  councdl  wltich  you  see 
not,  and  which  you  cannot  deceive,  thoogh  you 
may  thwart  it ;  it  is  yourselves  whom  you  bolTOy, 
unlew,  indeed,  in  your  presumption,  you  tliink  tliat 
the  wisiloni  of  Heaven  is  poor  to  )'Our's,  and  that 
your  cunning  can  repel  its  very  ordinances.  St. 
Louis  and  St.  Cliarlemagne  liave  prayed  for  tills 
nolm  I  they  would  not  suffer  tltat  the  enemy  should 
liave  at  once  tl»e  person  of  tlie  Uuke  of  Orleans, 
and  tliis  bis  tows.     You  liave  made  their  ptvyere 
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f  Spuak  then  yourself;"  said  the  Bastard,  re- 
Hnwring  his  tt>mper,  and  m  a  calm  tone;  *'wliat 
would  you  have  us  do  ?" 

"That  for  onoe  which  you  are  wilting  to  do  1" 
r«plied  the  maiden,  after  looking  round  for  full  two 
mmutes ;  <*  IH  your  barks  be  got  ready,  and  make 
for  Cbe^y,  and  thither  will  w«  also ;  tti«  wind  will 
cliaoge." 
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"  Change !"  exckimixl  John  oi  Orkeos, 
many  witlt  him. 

''  It  will  go  round  into  yon  black  ma»  of 
in  the  bouUi,"  she  answered}  "  do  you  Wnnder  ttnt 
one  who  has  wstclied  in  the  fields  should  know 
when  to  put  on  her  cloak  ?  Stay,  and  see  if  you 
will,  but  you  do  but  lose  tiiiiL-;  and  there  will  be 
plenty  too  of  tliv  wind,  if  a  »>utli  wind  will  serre, 
and  witli  it  tnucli  rain,  and  perliajM  lightoing  and 
storm." 

John  of  Orleans  made  no  reply,  but  by  a  wan 
of  his  liand  for  assent,  and  tlie  words,  "  1  iboll  be 
at  Ohe9y  with  you,"  and  he  returned  to  his  boat. 

Two  of  his  companions  who  had  stood  besida 
him,  taking  no  part  in  this  cooferenoe  beyond  an 
earnest  interest,  followed  liim ;  tlte  one,  Theobald 
d'Annignuc,  ctdled  de  Toriiies,  with  a  respeetiul, 
calutatiun  to  all ;  but  tltc  stcoud,  wltofo  dmss  pro- 
claimed him  a  knight  of  St.  Jolin  of  Jerutolom, » 
sun-burnt  warrior  who  hod  bnnxcd  hi»  dicdt  in 
parching  Africa,  and  wlio«c  eagle  look  Mooaod  yot 
more  vigorouii  from  bin  complexion,  bowed  low  and 
reverently  to  tlie  maiden,  with  that  expression  of. 
trust  and  honour,  by  which  two  nobh)  hearta 
vbintly  puy  anil  aceept  distinction. 

This  was  Nicolas  de  Cir£me,  afterwards  gmml 
prior  of  his  order  in  France.  The  boat  again  duad 
the  Eiiglith  shot  successfully,  and  the  little  armj 
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of  the  French,  in  good  array,  the  rear  guarded  by  La 
Hire  and  the  bravest  captains  under  tlie  standard 
of  the  maiden,  moved  slowly  towards  the  shore  t^ 
poeite  to  Che^y,  watching  &om  time  to  time  the 
movement  of  the  barks  which  followed  them,  for 
ere  they  had  proceeded  &r  the  wind  had  changed. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


These  ie  a  point  of  land  mmclbiDg  mor*  th&D 
a  lea^e  up  the  river  on  tli«  Bouthein  ndc,  wlucb 
leaves  a  Bmol)  tod  tolerably  deep  bay  to  tb«  oaM 
of  it ;  tliia  the  Prench  reached  unmolested,  and 
placing  their  can  within  the  point,  to  the  eostwaid 
of  it,  ttirvw  up  n  hastjr  enlrcndimeut  towards  tht 
mat  and  «outh  to  protect  tlie  embarkation  of  the 
provisions  front  sudden  attack.  John  of  Orleaei. 
accompanied  e^  by  Nicole  d«  Girtoie,  soon  r»- 
landed  from  one  of  t)i«  large  bark»,  and  to  tht 
coursv  of  Mme  tiours  the  stores  were  safely  biDdfd 
at  tlie  fort  of  Che^y. 

Now  arose  on  tlie  nortbem  ahorv,  at  tJie  oastern  fl 
part  of  tlie  town,  a  roar  of  war  which  reached  us 
ait  n-e  stood  upon  the  bank.  I'be  dtiiens,  who  had 
watfliml  the  tnuieport  of  the  succours  ocroes  the 
river,  knew  that  it  wwi  bui  delinning  tbesn  to  the 
more  numerous  enemy  to  spare  any  mnous  tlmt 
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could  be  used  for  salfily  bringing  Uwm  witjiia  the 
town. 

Leanng  but  suflkient  to  watch  the  valb,  ali  ibe 
loldiiTy  within  the  town,  witli  many  wbutn  wound* 
and  illui.>9w  would  have  Hpnrvd  froni  uny  other  ter- 
vice,  rushed  out  at  tiie  Bur:guiidy  Uate,  and  by  tbe 
nllyport  of  tb«  lour  Neuve,  at  the  south>east 
angle  of  Uic  town,  to  attack  tho  bastiUe  of  St. 
Loup,  and,  putting  thu  Englieh  in  peril  for  tlwir 
own  fortress,  prevent  the  attack  of  the  coovoy, 
which  in  carts,  and  on  men's  sboulden,  in  every 
way  which  Tigour,  zeal,  and  expedition  could  de- 
nw,  wa»  bonu)  along  tlie  road  neftr  to  ttw  northcro 
bonk  of  the  river  into  tha  town. 

Invigorated  by  the  hope  of  real  and  pSectual  aid, 
the  Orl^annoia  fought  worthily  of  th«ir  old  renown ; 
itupired  by  tti«  belief  of  ntpematural  allittnc*>,  they 
fought  willi  an  obstinacy  and  confidence,  wtiich 
utter  d««truclioD  akine  could  conquer.  They  bore 
within  tlieir  walls  one  of  the  standards  of  the 
Engtieb  forces,  and  pteced  it  for  a  trophy  beneatb 
the  fieurs-de-lia,  wliioh  waved  over  tbe  can  of  thu 
convoy.  The  citizeoi,  more  easily  dated  from  thair 
former  decpoir,  were  drunken  with  joy.  Blaitre  Jean 
find  hit  culrerin  with  marvelloiu  aim,  steadied  as 
be  declared  by  fai>  delight ;  though  it  oommunimted 
UtUa  yoj  to  thoae  to  whom  be  addreated  liis  mis' 
Boucher  hinged  her  daughter  and 


2/6 


JOkV  or  ARC, 


MariedelaMeiUemy«int«ais;  and  in  their  tntu- 
port  they  forgot,  as  did  alt  Orleoos,  tbe  sufferingi 
and  terrors  of  so  maaj  months. 

John  of  OrleaoH  had  crossud  and  reeroaM*!  tfao 
Loire,  first  directing  thi»  advnnca  uf  tl>u  ooovoj 
Iron)  Che^y,  then  retiring  to  th«  MuUtcro  bank, 
where  the  army  from  Bloit  k<^pt  tilasdalo  and  hit 
people  in  check.  AU  had  berti  done  Ut»t  modt  of 
tbe  leaders  )iad  ever  boped^  or  even  spoken  of. 
'Hie  Bastard  waa  anxious  to  do  more.  The  bark* 
which  liad  recroased,  besting  uguiost  tlie  wind, 
were  too  fuw  to  transport  any  largvr  poKitm  of  tb* 
army  to  tliv  city  side  of  tlie  river ;  but  ho  felt  fmn 
the  entliufitiHn  lie  lind  tliat  day  wilnstvod,  Chat  tbt 
preitence  of  ttie  maiden  alone  would  be  a  bulwark 
to  tiie  town. 

"  Vou  will  go  with  us !"  be  said.  "  I  roqiure  and 
exact  for  the  kingV  eenrice  from  then,  your  counal 
of  war,  tlmt  they  suffer  you  to  dt-purt  witli  me  to 
tiokl  the  city  against  tlie  aswulantjt  till  suffieioot 
forces  be  pro|jar^  to  raise  tJie  stege." 

"  When  all  can  cross  the  river,  and  meet  &ca  to 
face  the  Gnglisli  cldof,"  eaid  she,  "  1  have 
given  you  my  word  to  deliver  the  city." 

"  There  is  no  nt>an;r  jusaage  tlian  tlie  bridge 
BloiB  "  observed  Ste.  Severe. 

"  Then  I  go  bock  witli  you  to  Bloi*,"  replied  Uw 
maitk-n,  "  and  we  will  take  tlie  route  wbicb  w« 
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■hould  have  taken,  and  come  befon  Talbot  into 
the  city." 

'*  The  inhabitants  will  f«el  a  new  despair  if  jou 
deaert  tJicm  now,"  urged  Jolin  of  Orleans ;  '*  they 
wait  for  you  as  their  patron  saint," 

*'  I  pretend  nut  to  kucIi  honours,"  wa«  her  an- 
swer) *<  nor  wilt  I  direct  tlioae  who  know  me  no 
btttter.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  brave  men  who  aie 
yonder  that  tiiey  and  we  are  not  already  within  the 
walls  [  they  are  men  fit  for  their  holy  task,  men  who 
have  coiifcnod  tlidr  sins,  and  whose  blood,  should 
any  flow,  would  be  an  ofTertng  for  Heaven.  1  know 
their  hearta  are  mine  for  tlw  mission  I  am  charged 
with,  and  I  too  love  my  brave  and  good  companions 
and  will  not  t\\i\t  thirm  ;  they  are  tlie  main  hope  of 
Prance,  and  if  my  cuminand  be  not  an  utter  mock- 
ery, given  me  only  to  make  a  scoff  at  me,  by  all  who 
choose  to  disobey  it,  1  say  it  witliout  reproach,  but 
still  with  sad  reason,  I  will  not  abandon  tlteiii  to 
those  who  have  deceived  me." 

"  But  they  can  return  by  tlio  road  you  liave  iu- 
dicated,"  argued  John  of  Orlean.*,  "  while  you  may 
save  the  city  in  tlieir  absenct!.  This  toqior  of  the 
Eogliiih  ii  but  the  stunning  of  a  moment ;  tliey  will 
awaken  from  it  in  tenfold  anger  for  the  pain  of 
defeat,  and  theii  usrauU  may  e>'en  carry  the  walls, 
while  Uie  forces  are  on  thi-ir  march  uiidur  your 
guidance.    Your  namu  alone  would    now  make 
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flvery  dU2«a  a  hero.    1  will  answer  for  the  ci^ 
while  you  an  witliin  it," 

"  You  urge  Uiem  to  go  who  \wve  aljrea<l,v  betrayed 
me,"  tlw  exclaimed  ;  "it  i»  tbeir'a  if  the  city  fall 
while  we  are  on  our  march  bnckwardsaiid  forwards; 
how  can  you  truBt  in  their  return  ?  Uiey  will  pro- 
mise you,  and  they  will  go  back  to  Blois,  and  say 
that  to  keep  th»ir  promise  ts  unwise  uid  ogUDit 
experience," 

"Iwillbethc  plcdgv,"  raidSte,  S«TCre;  "lettiie 
anny  return  to  Blots,  I  will  help  to  guanl  you  safe 
tnto  Orleans,  and  then  I  will  myself  try  ttie  road 
which  they  m\vH  takf ,  and  bnn|>  them  back  to  you. 
ThelwDouris  your'it,  the  shame  will  be  our's,  if  we 
fell  you." 

"  Have  I  a  triie  (Hend  ?"  she  asked,  and  D'Aulon 
imd  Jean  Pasquerel  stood  by  lior  side.  "  Thank 
Heaven !"  she  excUimed  as  the  t««n  rolled  down 
her  checks ;  "  yes,  1  was  ui^irateful,  you  ars  tme 
fntiidn,  I  trust  you,  and  )-ou  will  both  advise  and 
Ker^'e  me  truly.  You,  D*Aulon,  appoiat«d  by  the 
Dauphin  himself  to  tend  me  and  mitcb  over  me, 
tell  me,  tbink  you,  witbout  regard  to  danger  or  to 
wftll-beiiiK  of  mine,  think  you  it  is  best  for  him,  that 
1  should  enter  Orleans?" 

"So  should  I  counifclyou,"heaDSWere<l;"th«rc 
is  the  greater  danger,  perciiancc,  but  there  also 
may  be  the  be«t  service," 
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"  True  1  true !  and  have  I  not  •  an  assutance 
above  all?"  Bbe  cried,  and  remained  for  some  mo- 
rn enbs  ID  what  ««ein«d  to  the  byetandcn,  a  lortof 
ecstacf.  "  Jeun  PaKqucm;!,  jou  have  svrora  to  be 
wHb  me  alway!!,  you  miut  nowbowith  thote  wliom 
I  care  for  much  more.  Go  back  with  your  holy 
brethrea,  and  do  you,  bearing  alofl  your  standard 
before  them,  conduct  io  my  name  those  cliildren  of 
Ft«nc«,  bli-«ed  by  Heaven,  right  before  tiw  baUillp 
ofTalbot ;  there  will  I  be  too  when  you  conie  on,  to 
partake  all  with  them  and  you.  And  you,  my  bro- 

,  tben  in  arms,  for  my  sake,  bring  back  tiiis  standard 
to  me  here  in  Orleana,  where  1  Bhall  claim  it 
at  your  hands."    The  men  replied  with  a  hearty 

^cheer  of  assent.    "  And  now  farewell ;  Mesdre  of 

,  !Orleani>,  1  am  with  you." 

"  To  Ch©9y  fir*!,"  (aid  the  Bartard ;  "  it  were 

Lbefit  tliat  you  «hould  wait  therct  till  near  nightfall, 
not  for  your  safety  otiiy,  but  that  you  may  be  able 
to  pais  through  our  stni-U,  wtiere  our  people  will 
hang  upon  your  path  ait  though  St.  Aignan  himself 
bad  visited  them."' 
"  Not  such  words,"  she  said  peremptorily ;  "  you 
what  I  am,  a  weak  and   iadeed  an  humbled 

t  creature  by  tliis  day's  eventx,  forced  to  go  back  for 
aoocour  to  those  who  sent  me ;  but  for  my  safety, 
'  lear  not,  tliat  is  in  better  keeping  than  our's;  for 
your  own  convenience  as  you  please." 
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Th«y  embarked  witli  Stn.  Svvcro,  L*  Hin.  uxl 
about  tvo  liuD(lt«d  combatants,  while  the  maU 
army  still  remaiDed  od  tlie  Buothera  bank,  till  tfaejr 
were  safely  lodged  in  the  fort  of  Che^y,  aad  \iwa. 
following  thtt  banoer  of  Jean  Pa«|uei«l,  we,  for 
with  all  my  entreaties,  I  was  not  of  tlie  number 
permitted  to  embark,  began  our  march  to  Btois.       ^H 

I  grieved  at  eren  tliis  momentary  soparatioa  of  H 
our  fortunes ;  at  such  a  time  it  miglit  vary  poefibly 
be  a  final  one,  t^  I  found  some  sattsfactioQ  in 
contemplating  my  own  conduct.  I  had  placed  mj 
information  disinterestedly  in  the  hands  of  one 
who,  as  I  believed,  would  use  it  for  bar  wisely  and 
honestly,  and  having  done  that,  alUmugh  I  bad, 
in  tlui  time  of  threatened  action,  placed  myself 
n^ar  as  I  could  to  her,  botli  to  observe  and  toobay, 
I  had  studiously  refrained  from  placing  mjaelf  di- 
rectly in  her  sight,  so  as  to  remind  her  of  our  ok) 
friendship,  or  of  my  newly  attemptud  snrrioM, 
should  she  have  heard  of  tliem.  I  found,  too,  do- 
light  rattier  tlian  consolation  in  the  frequent  ao- 
ciety  of  Jean  Pasquerel,  for  the  veneration  he  paid 
to  her  as  a  prophetess  was  Uie  most  wekoiae  praise 
to  tlitt  ears  of  one  still  her  lover,  an  admiration  and 
affection  that  suggested  no  rivalry. 

Onour  halt*  he  took  many  oceanom of  tp«akuig 
witli  m« ;  our  marcli  itself  was  quicker  tliau  our 
advBitce,  for  the  unladen  can,  in  spite  of  wonc 
mather,  were  more  easily  drawn.    As  much  as  I 
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coald,  I  aided  him  in  keeping  up  the  fervour  of  my 
cotnpanioii!!,  a  difGeult,  thuugh  not  with  tiim  oii 
uii:iucc«)ixful  tft*k,  for  mt'ii  riMjuirc  some  vi*il>le 
token,  wme  impcnonation  of  goodness,  to  stir  their 
emulation  and  kindle  their  affectiona.  Perliaps  the 
banner  which  she  had  p\ea  to  lus  hands  did  as 
much  as  hia  persuauotis. 

But  Ui«  story  tihuulil  bo  of  Jeanne  d'  Arc.  For 
the  remaimler  of  tlic  day  »hc  ro[>o«od  at  Chojy, 
COQTerstng  little  with  any,  and  not  enduring  a 
tbousoodtb  examination  to  satisfy  those  who,  as 
she  now  perceived,  regarded  her  as  a  weapon  in 
their  own  hands,  rather  than  a  director  of  thcir'a. 
Frocu  this  reserve  slie  excepted  only  the  brave  La 
Hire,  who  had  had  no  part  in  the  deceits,  and  Ni- 
cholas de  Girjme,  whose  manner  of  unfeigned  and 
admiring  belief  had  from  the  6rat  woo  her  coDfideuce 
and  »ympathy.  To  him  she  related  the  marvels  of 
lier  youth,  and  many  prophecica  of  things  to  come. 
"  My  blood,"  nhc  said,  "  is  to  flow  before  these 
Erighsli  sliall  b't  driven  away,  but  I  shall  not  die 
yet,  that  1  know,  for  I  have  more  than  this  to  do. 
It  it  painful  and  terrible,  i»  it  not,  ft  fir^t  wound  ? 
Vim  have  bonie  many,  and  you  are  a  brave  man. 
I  Tell  me  all  the  worst  that  I  may  not  disheckrten 
I  others,  when  I  may  be  etricken ;  I  am  told  even  Uiat 
I  it  Khali  be  iiere  in  tliu  neuV,,  nod  irwleed  that  seem* 
I       to  me  the  wont  delendod  part  of  my  araiuur,** 
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John  of  Orleans  intemipited  tho  mply.    *'7V 
irkoee  hat  come  in  loooer  than  u«ua1  from  yoo 
fkflloud,"  he  wud,  "  and  the  storm  will  be  Uemvy." 

"  It  will  aid  us,"  said  Ste.  8«rer«. 

"  Surely  tiie  Englidi  are  sot  afraid  of  a  aboww," 
said  Jixuine. 

"Tlie  storm  though,  ooanng  at  tJiis  time,  will 
be  likely  enough  to  incniase  their  fears,"  taid  John 
of  Orleans, 

"  And  perhaps  Bhould,"  obbcrred  Nicfaolu  de 
Gir^me. 

"  By  the  sepulrln* !"  etied  La  Hire,  with  acoor* 
tM)U3  bow  to  tiiie  Knight  of  St.  John,  "  omcM  vp 
always  gi>od  ones  to  tlie  brave ;  they  put  tlie  threat 
upon  their  enemies,  cowards  take  it  to  UiemwilrM." 

"  Methinks  you  speak  wisely  in  all  but  your 
oath,"  fioid  the  maiden. 

"Again  an  oath!  wlmt  was  it?  ay,  by  the 
Virgin  1  I  rvmomber  now ;  but  even  I  shall  grow 
tlw  better  in  your  eocie^.    I  know  I  shall ;  I  am 

sure  of  it,  by  the  murcy  of "    Joanne  laid  her 

hand  upon  his  shoulder  as  they  i^re  paanng  out. 

"  Ay  I  ay !  again,  tliat  ts  rtrango  by .  1  atopped 

myself  tlten." 

"  If  you  must  swear,  swear  as  innooentty  aa  you 
can,"  said  she ;  "  swear  at  least  by  something  that 
ts  not  sacred ;  for  you  are  a  valiant  and  honntt 
man,  noble  De  VignoUes,  and  one  who  will  do  tar- 
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vice  frith  the  beat,  if  not  tbe  best,  «>  you  ilnw  not 
Heavoii's  lugcr  on  you,  then  ymi  migbt  bo  of  tbe 
vtotima,  nnd  I  would  act  low  you  among— but 
tvear  by  Mum-tlung  indHTcniiit ;  swear  by  your  lead- 
ing staff." 

"  I  will !  1  will !  Why  Uiat  is  reftrnning  me  at 
oaoe,"  nid  the  good-humoured  captain;  "it  i« 
by — by  my  leading  stafi*'.  which,  by  itself,  I  pr*' 
sumo  to  say,  is  as  liltli;  sacri^d  as  any  loading  staiT 
in  tile  anuy,  I  have  known  such  things  inlaid 
with  a  relic ;  but  tliis  bears  no  holier  remembrance 
on  it  thim  u  mark  or  so  of  a  broken  pat«  for  di»- 
obedience  of  orders." 

llius  speaking,  they  came  into  the  small  court 
within  the  entrettciunent,  where  their  horees  were 
waiting  for  them. 

"Si^e,"  nud  Nicole  dc  Gir«me ;  "  already  there 
are  bright  streaks  of  fire  in  tbe  horiion,  and  the 
thunder  rolls  nearer  and  nearer." 

"  Let  tJ>e  men  be  marshalled  in  a  eerried  column  " 
said  John  of  Orleans.  '*  The  maiden  shall  be 
placed  in  tbe  centre  with  us.  Tlie  darknoes  may 
prevent  the  BngHsb  &om  seeing  us,  and  perhaps 
the  Qoise'of  the  tempest  may  drown  that  of  our 
hacK**  hoofs  for  a  time;  but  wc  must  bu  imdy} 
they  hare  bad  a  skirmish  to-day,  but  that  is  but  a 
slender  nwal  for  an  Knglishman's  love  of  fighting,* 

"  1  too  am  answerable  in  b<Miour  for  Iter  eofety," 
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said  Sto.  ScvfiK,  and  preGscd  Di*ar  her;  Ls 
Nicole  d<!  Gif^me,  and  otlwTs,  did  the  like. 

"  My  aaiety,"  said  she,  "would  be  well  pry- 
vided  for  bo,  but  it  is  better  ensured.  Did  1  not  t«U 
fou  that  there  should  be  little  or  do  oppoaitioa  to 
our  eotrance.  1  thought,  indued,  that  all  wn 
iDUTod  J  but  HeaT«n  restores  quicker  th&n  man 
cfU)  undo.    M}-  stitndard,  Loui»  !" 

She  took  it  from  him,  and  rod«  at  onv«  to  the 
head  of  the  littJc  body  of  nlxmt  tiitvn  hundred. 
The  front  bucomo,  therefon;,  the  post  of  hocMMU-f  aod 
John  of  Orleans  on  tlie  left,  oikI  the  otiier  loadm 
keeping  up  as  well  ai  the;  could  to  thein,  she  led 
the  warriors  on  tlie  roed  before  the  English  fort. 

The  warders  who  abode  tite  peldng  of  the  tem- 
pest on  the  biutille  of  St.  Loup  only  caught,  in  tlie 
momentaiy  glow  of  the  lightning,  now  Dearer  to 
the  scene,  tho  armed  figures  us  tliey  paned  M  a 
bow-shot  distance.  Thi>  howling  of  the  wind  nnd 
the  beating  of  the  rain  hod  prevented  all  »ound  of 
their  approach  from  being  distinguished ;  and  aa 
they  saw  tlio  white  standanl  and  horse,  and  th>' 
figure  of  Jeanne  in  her  bright  armour  leading  Uui 
troop,  for  tlie  first  time  illumiDatetl  by  the  glare, 
tliey  paused  and  shivered  with  wnMthing  more  than 
the  bittcmcttt  of  Uie  storm  ere  ihey  gave  the  alann. 

But  sooo  drums  and  trumpet  calls  were  heard, 
Tho  Englisli  mounted,  and  endeavoured  to  pursue 
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and  haran  their  foM  in  the  darkness;  but  ench 
Buccc«Jing  6a8h  only  showed  them  that  the  ntti.in]ii 
vitut  morv  and  mom  hDpel«ss ;  und  tluiy  returned  to 
the  bastilli;  with  the  certainty  that  tlie  maiden  tiad 
entered  Orleans,  aiid  with  no  slight  conviction  in 
the  minds  of  most  tliat  powers  other  than  of  earth 
had  visibly  favoured  her  enterprize. 

If  gloomy  doubts  and  terrors  of  sorwry  spread 
in  tliti  Knglish  camp,  b<>w  diiTvreut  w«n>  tho  (ed- 
iogt  in  ttw  long  oppresded  city !  Neither  dark* 
ness,  night,  nor  storm,  could  keep  the  citizens 
within  tJieir  houses  when  tliey  hoped  to  hail  a 
divine  interposition  in  tlie  person  of  their  deliverer. 
They  passed  &om  the  Burgundy  Gate  r^ardless 
of  the  danger  of  attack ;  old  men,  feeble  with  their 
sufferings,  tlie  wounded,  and  tho  sick,  women, 
lilUc  cliildron.  They  camv  us  if  to  place  them- 
kItcs  under  a  protection  wluoh  no  enemy  couUl 
assail.  And  when  without  loss  and  almost  without 
danger  the  gate  shut  in  Uiu  citizens  and  ttivir  guests, 
then,  as  the  subsiding  rain  would  permit,  hundreds 
of  torches  lilted  tlie  streets,  all  pressed  upon  her 
path  anil  flung  tliemwlves  before  her  spirited 
steed  to  gaie  upon  her  countenance.  'I1ie  very 
standard  which  she  had  given  to  Louis  dos  Contes 
to  bear  befont  her  was  in  danger  of  being  burned 
by  the  lights,  and  liad  not  slie  lierself,  with  a  skill 
admii«d  by  all,  spurrod  on  her  horse,  caught  it  iq 


S86 


JOAN  OF  ARC, 


her  arms,  aiul  oxUngttuhed  the  flame,  she  woold 
have  tost  Ute  enngn  which  she  so  much  prized  ia 
the  zeal  of  those  who  bojtoured  ber. 

Could  th«  Bnj^h  liave  witoesapd  wliat  took 
plncd  wjtliiu  the  walU  uf  Orleans— could  tb«j  bam 
RUKU  Uie  prophetess,  now  ia  the  tieight  of  ber 
triumph,  bending  Iter  way  bo  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Holy  Cross,  tbey  could  no  longer  have  iloubted  to 
which  of  two  powers  of  good  or  evil  h«r  influence 
was  to  be  attributed.  Tempted  by  wcartDees  and' 
by  the  intoxication  of  a  first  success,  she  never 
foigot  th^  source  of  her  strength.  Slio  had  felt  the 
«ndumn»-  nnd  the  might  whieh,  amid  doubts,  in- 
sults, thwartings,  religion  had  giv«n  her ;  she  had 
felt  how  it«  constant  exercise  had  bestowed  on  her 
eoei^gies  their  marvellous  duration  and  unswerving 
pBTpOK ;  the  knew  tlmt  for  tho  gr«at  ddivcrancv 
»lie  had  yet  to  prform,  she  mttii  have  follower* 
animated  as  herself.  But  it  was  not  for  power  or 
for  example  alooe  that  she  clung  habitually  to  the 
offices  of  the  church ;  it  was  f<H  consolation,  for 
trust,  w1mt«  she  saw  )n  tlww  nearest  to  hor 
aoveely  tvmi  the  semblanM  of  a  devoted  fHend. 

All  Orleans  poured  with  her  te  vespers,  and, 
thow  pcHbnnod,  tbey  were  y«t  unwilling  to  leave 
ber.  Standing  on  the  step*  of  the  church,  where 
a  greater  space  tban  any  she  had  yoi  passed 
through  presemted  itself  for  the  Btaemblage  of  tha 
people,  she  spoke  to  them. 
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"  Pear  Dotbing,  good  and  brave  cituens!"  stie 
said ;  "  your  Eovereign  has  sent  you  succour  ia 
your  need;  but  I  bring  you  yet  better.  It  is 
appointed  to  roe  to  deliver  your  city  from  the  pre- 
uncc  of  tiie  English.  Here  are  some  who  will  nid 
U8  in  tii«  tfuk ;  but  sboutd  they  not,  -nete  you  and 
I,  fevblv  OS  wti  are  ia  comparison  wiUi  Uib  might 
of  Talbot  and  lu«  bo«t,  alotiu  loft  for  tlio  figlit,  I 
must  not  fear  to  promiae  you  the  raiding  nf  the 
ai^ge.  Men  may  thwart  tbe  great  Will  tliat  rules 
all  tJungB,  but  tjiis  very  day  lias  sbowu  me  that 
they  cannot  change  or  withstand  it.  \'oicc3  that 
have  told  111(1  Dotliiug  but  truth  Itave  declared  to 
mit  that  you  ^hull  nut  perish.  Be  of  heart  then, 
Ldaserve  your  dvltvvrauco  and  acbicre  it.  Let  each 
'  one,  from  day  to  day,  confess  his  sim  freely.  Let 
each  one  come  with  such  a  conscience  that  he  maj 
know  himself  fit  to  be  a  weapon  wielded  1^ 
Heaven.  The  great  warriors  of  the  »ky  will 
strike  witli  you  if  by  your  prayers  you  claim  their 
fellowship,  and  by  tbe  purity  of  your  bouIb.  Be  ia 
p«QC«,  fur  you  shall  suffer  no  more  if  you  invoke  no 
sufi^nng  by  your  own  wickedness.  Be  brave,  for 
t«rror  it  upon  tlte  hearts  uf  your  enuinles;  the 
temr  of  their  own  cruelties  and  wrongs,  which 
itself  shall  drive  them  before  you  when  you  eome 
to  the  fight.  Go  to  your  bomes  ia  security ;  tliey 
are  guarded  fur  you  ]  comv  forth  when  you  are 
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bidden  to  tbe  field  in  joy,  for  it  is  to  lictof;  uii 
a  h<^y  triumph.  Vet,  jaar  tnumph  shall  be  tueh 
as  your  rightiut  sovorviga  may  ttiauk  you  for ; 
sucli  as  your  countrymen  shall  boaat  of;  you  shaii 
achieve  it  ia  the  taanc  of  Hcftren  iteelf,  and  your 
wives  aod  infaiiU  shall  ann  you  to  go  forth,  and 
btws  you  without  a  sigh  vrh«n  you  rotne  bock." 

She  deacen<k>tl  the  »t»p*  and  mnountotl  her  Imwm, 
tbnn  passed  oo  with  licr  own  hou8«liold,  still  con- 
ducted by  John  of  Orleans.  Ttio  peoplo,  (lunigh 
fonnally  dinnined,  thought  nothing  of  retiring 
until  sh«  alighted  and  entered  tbe  lodging  pn* 
p«u«d  for  her  at  the  very  eastern  extremity  of  Uw 
city,  BO  lliat  th^y  accompanied  her  it«  eittir^  Knigth, 
and  wurc  tlu;n  lotlie  to  lose  eight  of  her.  But  at 
tliu  doonray  of  tbe  handsome  bouse  into  vhich  ilis 
was  to  be  received  stood,  as  ber  host  and  h  loTim, 
Mnitre  Jacques  Boucher  and  the  noble  lady  fab 
wifi>,  with  tlieir  daughter,  CltarloUo,  and  behiod 
tlie  latter,  leaning  over  her  slunilde r  bo  as  to  pr»- 
TWit  ber  own  faco  being  cntirvly  so«n,  wob  Marie 
de  la  Mcilleruye. 

With  a  few  words  of  kindnees  atxl  benediction 
from  hcT»(^,  and  one  or  two  of  retnoostitooe  fram 
John  of  Orleans,  tbe  people  at  length  suffered  ber 
and  her  party  to  enter  tbe  houfe  ;  but,  though  tfaey 
know  they  should  not  again  see  her  that  night, 
they  lingered  in  conversation  and  rej<»cing  round 
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the  door  an<)  in  the  street  long  after  John  of 
Orlvand  liml  return^  tu  liis  own  hotvl, 

The  treasurer  and  his  wife  had  at  once  led 
Jmooc  ami  hur  party  to  the  principal  room  of  the 
bouM!,  aivl  as  the  attendants  j-et  held  thv  flambraux 
in  the  ha)l,  Pierre  rect^ixed  Mari«. 

Ai  soon  OS  her  first  wonder  at  tlie  nevt  of 
Jetnne'B  miaaion  and  men's  oxpcctnttutis  from  it 
bad  pasaed,  she  had  related  to  Madame  Boucher 
diat  part  of  her  story  which  related  to  her  rescue, 
and  iiani  enjoyed  without  cnncealinent  the  idea  that 
he  would  itRi'tniiiiany  his  sister  in  her  expedition. 
But  wln'n  il  was  requested,  on  tliepart  of  the  cliieft, 
that  Madaine  Boucher  would,  as  being  of  the 
bighost  repute  and  honour  in  Orleans,  reci>ive  the 
maiden  within  her  liouaehold,  Marie's  dream*  be- 
came sweeter,  but  their  delights  were  leSB  aVQWed. 
Tlie  unexpected  vanquishing  of  so  many  obstacles 
indeed  made  her  think  more  seriously  upon  the 
sufficient  ones  Uiat  remained. 

Nothing  had  been,  or  indeed  in  their  relative 
positions  could  be,  spoken  between  them.  Yet  the 
path  to  honour  was  strangely  opened  to  him  she 
thus  regarded,  if  indeed  his  sister's  virtues  had  not 
already  borne  him  with  her  lo  its  goal.  And  then 
would  he  still,  if  he  ever  had  preferred  her,  regard 
one  humbWl  by  her  adversities  perhaps  below  hii 
ambition  ?     'I*hese  were  doubts,  but  in  the  midst 
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of  them  cane   woman's  tnut 
youth. 

Though  Gon«i^ention  hftd  enabled  her  tn  pie- 
paro  her  rvcoptiou  of  him  to  as  nearly  as  poMJbk  to 
atljuvt  it  to  all  th«  circunutSDOve,  yet,  vlita  tfat 
saw  him  at  tlic  gat«,  a  tremor,  lea  easily  sobduad 
tikaii  any  aim  htui  felt  during  the  dege,  mxtd  on 
her,  and  when  Pierre  d'Arc,  who«v  eurpriae  at 
iweing  her  there  almost  equalk-d  im  joy,  etanuaered 
out  a  few  aoundfl  rather  than  wonlx  of  delight,  the 
prepared  courtesy  with  which  she  had  felt  she 
might  welcome  one  who  Itad  taved  hor,  tite  ooo* 
gratulatioos  ftlie  might  offer  to  tlia  brother  of 
Jeanne  d'Arc,  all  died  away  on  her  lipe ;  die 
could  only  give  him  her  hand,  and  it«  welcome  wa* 
that  he  felt  it  tremble  witlun  h)«  own. 

Almost  tliroughout  Orieans  a  night  of  trukquil 
and  happy  re|K>8e  succeeded  to  the  eraatful  duj. 
The  Bajttard  John  soon  left  the  maiden  frith  Ma- 
<tiAnc  Boucher  and  her  daughter,  to  whom  Jeactte 
inimoilintely  attached  herself,  making  Charlotte 
from  that  time  her  bedfellow,  and  the  conEt&nt 
companion  of  the  few  momenta  of  leisure  she 
allowed  her»elf  during  her  stay. 

"  On  the  morrow  we  shaU  tiold  a  council  at 
bouse,"  said  h«  at  parting. 

St0.  Severe  took  leave  of  all,  and  with  only  ttro 
tnnty  eiquire*  re|)aired  to  Uie  Renard  gate,  im- 
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mmliatrlj  beside  the  bouse,  nml  trusted  to  th« 
dtirkaOKs  of  tbv  nifjhl  uiid  the  ewifbiess  of  hi* 
herm  to  pfi»  the  Englivh  linos  in  safety,  and  w 
to  reach  Bloia  b;  the  nortlwni  buidt,  carrjriDg 
thither  the  new*  of  their  thiw  fur  oniplAt^Hl  work, 
Mid  pre|»re(t  to  urge  hi*  followers  to  a  new  and 
more  decisive  effort.  Bveo  he  did  not  feel  the  lens 
assured  ihnt  Jeanne  Itad  propliecietl  his  safety. 

At  early  morning  the  maiden  arouseil  tier  esrjuire 
D'Auloii  and  her  pag«- 

"  The  Bastard  holds  council,"  she  said  ;  '■  no- 
thing hut  erilhaayetcome  of  such  conferring;  but, 
after  the  lesson  of  ymterday.  perhaps  they  may  be 
more  inclined  to  obey,  and  less  to  dispute.  I 
know  well  it  is  my  part  to  hear  tliem,  but  I  will 
no  longer  suffer  them  to  divide  witii  me  tlie  power 
given  me  by  the  Dauphin,  or  spoil  with  their  petty 
reasons  the  plans  that  come  clearly  and  completely 
before  my  rery  dght." 

"Beroembor,"  observed  D'Aulon,  "that  ttiey 
Wfl  warriors  of  courage  and  tkiU.  and  m<>n  of 
high  blood,  accuEtoowd  to  coonderation  and  re- 
spect." 

"  Wliit'h  I  fidly  pay  th<Wi  wliil«  tber  do  their 
duty  as  subjects,  prvfurring  the  general  welbr* 
above  their  own  vanities ;  if  th^  do  not,  tlMy 
may  take  th«  guidance  on  tliemsnlves.  but  anther 
their  wisdom,  their  valour,  nor  their  rank,  thall 
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again  mock  in  mo  Uieir  wvereign's  power,  iDl-tkfr 

couRseU  of  Hwttven." 

They  soon  reacliod  tltv  hotul  where  the  BoBtan! 
ilwelt,  and  Jeanne  and  D'Aulon  were  admitted  to 
hie  presence.  La  Hire  and  Flon-nt  d'llliers  wen 
aln>adywitlihim  ;  and  some  otlu'r  warrion.  among 
whom  was  JeandoGamaclie.sooneDtered.  Jeanne 
tliis  time  took  upon  herself  to  begin. 

"  1  have  last  night,"  she  aaid,  "  promised  the 
people  of  Orleans  to  lead  litem  at  onop  to  tbeir 
freedom.  My  chaplain  has  told  me  tliis  morning 
tliat  alreruly  many  have  complied  witii  my  deeire, 
ha^'e  confessed,  repented,  and  iiltetl  ttiemsotvee  for 
the  cause  they  have  embraced  with  me  for  life  or 
death.  They  throng  amund  me  aa  I  pass  thiXHigb 
the  streets :  many  have  waited  for  Iwur;*  at  the 
door  of  the  treasurer's  house,  ready  for  tin*  work 
that  we  shouM  put  them  to.  This  spirit,  alaa ! 
too  rare !  and  much  too  easily  turned  asidr  by 
frivolities  and  selGshness.  must  nut  be  suHer^nl  lo 
pass  away  witliout  deeds.  It  is  the  sword  of  God, 
which  he  places  in  your  Imnds  \  this  valour  which 
is  forged  out  of  the  consciousness  of  right,  and 
tempered  and  made  hard  by  the  clearness  of  coo* 
science.  Against  what  part  of  the  English  linn 
we  shall  £rst  direct  its  edge,  it  may  befit  us. 
though  in  all  brevity,  to  decide.  Wherever  we 
strike,  it  is  to  con<]uer.    There  is  that  working  in 
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their  heairla,  as  in  those  of  tlie  noble  citjzens  and 
iiokliera,  Utat  will  leave  nothing  unaccomplished. 
We  liave  but  to  choose  our  prey  while  that  power 
holda.  Say,  then,  from  wtiat  gate  we  shall  sally, 
if  it  be  matter  for  question :  for  me,  I  would  l» 
led  againrt  Talbot  and  the  main  host ;  that  one 
great  deed  being  done,  the  other  petty  conw- 
quences  may  follow,  as  they  will,  of  themMlvus." 

JohD  of  Orleans  seemed  to  pause.  La  Hirv, 
Florent  d'llliere,  and  Kicolc  de  Gir^me  gave  Uwir 
instaut  stiSntge.  The  crowd  of  inferior  spirit* 
accustomed  to  b«  \vd.  *aid  nothing,  yet  wondered 
fttth*'  boldnest  of  thow  who  with  no  slight  n  nrin- 
fort^.-nii.'nt  Hhould  (Uin>  to  attack  tlie  hithnrtv 
dreaded  and  invincible  power  of  the  beuegers. 
Thtty  looked  from  face  to  face  for  one  to  declare 
their  thoughts,  murmuring  their  dissent,  but 
unable  at  first  to  proclaim  it.  At  last  Jean  de 
Gamache,  a  roan  whose  life  had  been  dinded  be- 
tween tlie  camp  and  the  petty  seignory  of  a  remote 
disbrict,  found  words  to  appeal  to  the  Bastard. 

"  Is  it  thus,  noble  John  of  Orleans."  said  he, 
"that  the  king's  soldiers,  mien  of  birtli  and  office, 
ore  to  bo  led?  Is  a  command  to  be  given  without 
council  held,  leaving  to  us  no  choice  as  to 
whether  it  is  expedient  to  fight  or  not,  but  simply 
a  votfi,  which  perhaps  is  to  pass  for  notliing,  too, 
out  of  which  gnu  we  arc  to  sully  ?    For  my  put, 
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when  I  am  to  put  life  and  limb  id  peril,  I 
my  right  as  a  gvntU-man  to  speak  among 
equaU,  and  to  my  '  jrea '  or  '  nay,'  as  to  whether 
it  is  fit  to  go  forth ;  which  io  thia  vsm  ia  Buch 
modnoM,  that  I  tiavp  wand«r\'<l  at  jou  all  white 
you  have  t>ate  here,  and  listcntKl  U>  the  apeecfa  of 
it,  and  more  at  noble  and  bmre  men  Juining  to  cry 
out  in  favour  of  such  men*  fully.  I  vott!  againsi 
thfi  Gf;hting  witii  the  Engliftti  tilt  we  ckjuu)  th^ra  nt 
least  tti  numberii,  or  are  miKh  more  strong  than 
we  are  like  to  be  for  some  tinM>,  and  1  my  that  who 
adriHes  otherwise  know*  nothing  of  thorn,  and  ia 
fitter,  indeed,  for  keejung  cattle  in  a  field  of  ptfoc*. 
than  fur  leading  men  in  one  of  war,  or  for  the 
grare  council  that  should  go  before  it."  | 

Tlie  malecontents  had  now  found  their  voJMf,' 
and,  with  one  acclaim  of  concert,  agreed  to  th* 
sentiment  of  Gamache. 

"  Do  these  mPn  refuse  to  obey  th«  lung's 
mifsion?"  avked  Jeanne  impatiently. 

"  Tlioy  hold  an  ancient  custom,"  repli«d  Joho 
of  Orleans. 

"  Which  ho*  lost  the  belter  part  of  Fmnce. 
custom  of  di8Mm>ion  and  diwbedieiKe. "    inter-] 
poied  the  maiden. 

"Diaobcdiencel"  exclaimed  Gamndie,  and  his 
(bllowen  loughed  with  him  in  derision. 

"  It  is  signed  by  tlie  Dauphin,  tliat  I  am 
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chief  of  this  war,"  said  the  maiden  prourlly; 
"  not  that  1  am  of  myself  fit  to  bear  tJmt  or  a 
mucli  less  charge,  but  because  I  have  homo  to 
Mm  wordfi  which  he  and  the  wisest  of  his  r«kha 
know  cutild  only  be  i^ent  to  him  tJirough  the  mercj 
of  tiiat  Power  to  which  h«,  too,  is  a  lowly  xubject. 
Qu»ttioa  hie  autliorit^  at  your  earthly  poril, 
quMtioQ  tJic  word  I  bear  so  sanctioned  by  him  at 
your  higher  daiijs^r.  Will  you  follow  me.  the 
Uaupiiin':)  n[)]N>iiit<id  gciMtral,  whither  I  give  you 
commaud,  or  will  you  atuwvr  to  him  for  your  re- 
fusal ?  Will  j-ou  follow  the  counwl  which  speaks 
to  me,  as  it  should  seem  you  cannot  even  under- 
stand, though  tli«  deetb  tltat  have  followed  my 
words  are  before  you,  or  will  you  mock  a  prophet^ 
that  is  accomplishing  before  your  face,  and  that 
will  and  shall  be  accomplished,  though  you  all 
turn  your  hacks  like  recreants,  and  I  have  none 
but  the  poor  worn  citizens  of  Orleans  with  their 
tnie  hi'arts  of  faith  to  win  it  with  ?" 

"Ha!  im!"  cried  Jean  de  Gamoclie,  "it  is 
well  tliat  we  remember  thee  for  a  woman,  a  man's 
puoialtment  wore  denth  for  such  words  !" 

"Death  from  thoo  to  me!"  said  the  maiden, 
advancing  to  him  with  a  measured  st«p,  and 
standing  calmly  before  him.  "  Mussirc  Jolin  of 
Orleans,"  she  continued  to  him,  "  1  have  attended 
this  oouiwil  at  your  request,  willing  to  hear  wisdom 
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if  I  could  &ul  it,  hoping  at  lewt  to  mert  with 
lojulty,  courage,  and  faith  in  HcAven.  These  mte 
dc»]iise  Uie  orders  of  their  aoveretgn,  tlirink  frott 
encountering  the  English  through  fear,  and  ' 
nothing  to  the  power  ttiat  must  indeed  do  all  I 
such  SB  they.  But  their  bands  and 
would  only  bring  defeat  upon  us.  I  will  go  into 
the  street,  and  if  a  hundred  will  go  with  me.  tfait 
day  shall  not  pass  without  a  deed.  Sirs,  1  would 
tear  my  conuniecion  piecemeal,  and  leave  }-ou,  at 
you  should  be  left,  to  perish  by  th«  English  swords, 
but  that  I  will  hold  both  the  parchment  and  my 
own  acts  us  proofs  against  you  before  Charles  and 
before  France. " 

"  Arc  our  defences  to  be  so  put  in  peril  ?"  aaked 
Gamache.  "  1  know  woll  that  many  nior«^  tttsn  we 
con  tpare  would  follow  her  to  tlteir  own  p<.rrditioD. 
and  leave  us  defenceless.  Hath  the  king  delivarsd 
us  over  to  such  hands  ?  For  me,  I  say  Oiat  «ueb 
rashness  must  be  prevented.  It  is  belter  to  stay 
it  in  tills  room,  than  mourn  it  in  an  hour  in  the 
lose  of  the  city." 

With  tliis  .Teao  de  Gamache  movL-d  to  the 
door,  towards  which  the  maiden  liad  htfea  ad- 
vancing. She  waited  for  a  moment,  ns  if  to  gne 
him  time  to  let  her  pass,  and  then  asked !  -^  "  Do 
you  mean  to  stay  me  ?" 

"  You  should  be  staid,"  repUod  lie,  oiul  sttll 
kept  bis  place. 
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In  on  instant,  the  man,  strong  u  h«  was,  ww 
flung  back  two  or  thrco  puccx  by  the  imtignant 
girl.  A  clash  and  tumult  arose,  but  La  Hirft, 
d'lUiers,  and  Nicole  de  Gir^me,  stood  ready  to 
support  Jeanne,  while  John  of  Orleans,  in  an  au- 
thoritative voice,  commanded  the  half-drswnewordB 
back  into  their  scabbarda. 

"  Since  it  is  thus,  gentlemen,"  criod  Gamuclie, 
"that  you  sufTer  the  advice  of  a  low-bora  silly 
wontun  to  fitztod  with  that  of  a  knight  like  myself, 
and  Hint  1  shall  be  dared  and  called  recreant,  be- 
amMi  I  join  not  in  Kuch  idleness  and  besotted  mud* 
(»ew(,  I  am  ready  for  my  honour's  soke  and  the 
king's  to  do  wliuUiri-r  you  will  do.  My  sword 
shall  tell  whether  1  am  ready  to  do  my  duty  ;  but 
in  doing  it,  I  will  choose  my  own  master.  Here 
is  my  banner,  wtiich  sliall  not  again  be  borne  by 
or  for  me  ;"  so  saying,  he  tore  it  in  many  pieces  : 
"  1  am  now  an  humble  esquire  only,  but  1  prefer 
the  ser\-ice  of  some  noble  knight  in  that  rank,  than 
to  bow  to  a  woman  who  may  have  been  less  or 
worve  than  1  choose  to  call  her." 

"  It  mui«t  not  be  tlius."  said  John  of  Orleens  ( 
"  are  there  so  few  of  us,  and  must  wc,  who  need 
every  arm  in  the  city  to  keep  it,  contend  with  one 
another  ?  Jeanne,  it  is  not  to  serve  the  king,  to 
dishearten  an<]  affront  hiai  honest  friende.  Ga- 
macliej  a,  luught,  doee  not  tliink  of  his  private 
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quarrel  in  the  hour  of  public  danger.  I  vill 
Mond  between  you  both.  It  is  notwoU,  as  I  think, 
to  attack  th«  BngUsb  with  a  Tow  mon,  when  m 
slioll  soon  have  more,  and  brave  ones,  too,  to  aid 
us.  Why  bode  j-ou.  Jeoone,  your  own  conlcisor 
to  go  with  the  army  to  Blois,  but  that  you  wishtd 
them  to  be  brought  back  hither  to  your  Iwlp  ?  I 
will  myeolf  go  forth  to-morrow  to  tlteni,  to  hasteii 
their  appronch,  so  you  will  give  me  your  word  thAt 
tiU  my  return  notliing  shall  be  undertaken,  and  1 
will  exact  the  promise  of  these  knighta,  that  whta 
tlioco  «u«coui«  are  arrived,  they  will  no  longer  wok 
to  Ktny  you  in  the  attack,  but  go  forth  and  do  their 
duty,  as  their  very  name<  may  warrant  to  us  they 
will  ungrudgingly  and  xealoufily." 

U'Aulou  spoke  with  Jeanne,  while  La  Hire,  and 
the  knights  of  her  party,  joined  John  of  Orleana  is 
pacifying  the  others.  **  Be  it  as  you  wiU,"  Mid 
she,  at  last,  to  her  own  osquire ;  "  but  upon  this  con- 
dition, that  you  go  with  ibc  Bustard  to  Blui«  to 
hoeten  on  the  coming  of  the  tioops.  B««idei  thai 
my  time  is  sliort,  meii*»  «piriU  cannot  and  will  not 
always  hold  to  the  corelessneaa,  thd  love  of  glorious 
death,  which  is  to  win  our  deliverance.  I  Mmie- 
timcs  fear  when  these  barriers  are  cast  before  m 
in  caprice,  that  my  own  soul  will  give  way,  and 
that  I  shall  neglect  iJie  Voices  that  lend  me,  out  of 
Tiry  wcarincs*.  But  I  pratniie,  if  you  moke  good 
speedy  to  await  your  return." 
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*'  You  will  be  at  friendBhip  too  with  GamRche," 
tud  Joha  of  Orleans ;  "  a  kiss  of  peace  upon  Iter 
brow ;  and  let  that  seal  your  promises  on  both 
•idM."  Jmuuio  walked  to  Gumaclio,  n»d  incliii«(l 
her  fi>raheBd  to  his  lips ;  li«  could  not  refuse  the 
offered  pledge  of  peace.  She  laid  her  band  upon 
bis  shoulder.  "  Let  all  be  forgotten  that  shook! 
not  be  remembered  between  us,"  she  said  j  *'  I 
baTo  not  one  enemy  but  those  of  the  Duupbin ;  and 
■m  only  angered  to  be  sorry  for  it  after. 

"  But  now  hear  me,  Jolin  of  Orleans ;  ytm  go 
upon  your  uudertaken  iiriand  ;  may  it  speed,  a^  all 
you  do  for  the  Dauphin.  I  will  not  Uiwart  it  by 
any  briMKth  of  my  word.  You  will,  aa  I  bi^lieve, 
return  here  quickly,  and  with  the  forces ;  but  when 
tliey  are  come,  I  attend  no  more  of  your  councils. 
The  wisdom  which  I  must  tiot  question  is  different 
from  that  you  love.  While  you  count  the  array  of 
a  battle,  I  strive  to  reckon  the  true  souls  that  ani- 
mate it.  While  you  are  guessing  on  your  cliancvs. 
1  am  listening  to  certainties  which  never  decciw 
me.  Bring  the  men  and  let  tlicm  go  forth  with 
me,  and  wo  shall  win  what  wc  would  liav«;  but  I 
dcb«U«  no  n)ore.  1  will  do  what  I  can,  wliuUier 
othura  will  it  or  not." 

D'Auloii,  after  a  few  words  with  John  of  Orleana, 
relumed  with  her  to  the  house  of  Jacques  Boucher, 
and  with  tliem  too  was  Nicolas  de  Oirinie,  who  took 
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that  first  opportunitjr'  of  declaiing  his  cluMcn  party, 
if  dividftd  plans  of  action  sbould  unhappily  bn  fol- 
lowed. "Men  may  call  it  ontliusiaeiii,  and  orer- 
trust,"  eud  h«,  "  to  believe  in  in«re  promises ;  but 
these  hope  in  an  experience  which  has  ail  aloog 
betrayed  them,  and  refuse  a  leading,  whicli,  for  th« 
first  time  for  many  yean,  has  brought  tliem  nic- 
ceee." 

*•  It  is  much,"  said  Joanne,  *'  that  I  must  sufiVr 
all  ttiose  who  follow  and  surround  us  to  go  to  their 
homfis,  doubting  thi^  powrr  of  which  I  am  suiv ; 
and  that  for  the  «tke  of  hntwlerr,  wliose  valour  is 
against  tli<>ir  friends,  and  whose  wisdom  is  but  tbv 
trick  of  thwarting  others ;  but  nty  word  is  givra. 
PuticEicc !  patience  yet !  and  so  France  be 
length  delivered,  what  hneda  it  that  we  suffer  a 
morvhounofcare  to  accomplish  it?" 

The  irksomeness  of  inaction  slw  endeavoured  to 
while  away  with  whatever  might  seem  to  forward 
her  intentions ;  or  rather  she  examined,  as  carefully 
OS  she  could,  what  hail  b(¥n  done,  and  what  y«€  fl 
might  be  don**,  to  place  lier  foes  indiapulttblj 
in  tliewrong. 

"  l^t  a  second  letter  be  written  to  the  EngU«b 
g»ieralsl"  she  said  to  Jean  Pasquerel ;  *'  or,  at 
least,  another  copy  of  that  which  has  been  sf  nt  to 
tliem  from  Blois ;  perhaps  tliey  » ill  bettor  regard 
it  now  {  and  it  will^  at  least,  shew  t)i«ni  that  w* 


I 

t  tbv 
Ivra.  ■ 
e  at  ■ 

m 


THE  MAID  OP  ORLEjIKS. 


301 


' 


give  up  no  part  of  our  first  intpot,  thoiigti  me  to 
str&ngt-ly  pauw  bt^foro  wu  execute  it." 
'''This  done,  her  two  heralds,  Guienne  and  Atnhle- 
villc,  were  desput^^hed  with  it  to  tlic  bastille  St. 
Laurent ;  and  again  she  puced  thv  room  iii  the  im- 
patience of  thought. 

A  noise  of  cannon  from  the  north  of  the  tomj 
Buddenly  stopped  h«r.  *'  I'iiey  attack  u.*,  tlien !" 
she  exclairoed ;  "  and  they  are  right ;  we  are  idle 
in  what  is  comroitted  to  us ;  and  tliey  are  bidden  to 
make  ua  pay  for  our  fault."  '  ' 

On  the  point  of  calling  for  her  armour,  John  of 
Orleans  entered  the  room.  "  So  they  seek  ua ;  you 
will  go  forth  with  me  now?"  she  asked.        ^  "*' 

<*  It  Is  but  a  skirmish ;  La  Hire  and  d'lUiers  lead 
our  people,"  he  replied  ;  "  I  had  forgotten  to  take 
their  wor\i* ;  but  tlwT-  will  do  no  morn  than  employ 
tlie  enemy ;  they  will  ri«k  no  loss  to  endanger  our 
defence," 

"  Tlien  they  should  not  have  rtirred,"  said  the 
maiden ;  "  they  go  forth ;  and  a  few  unhappy 
men  are  wounded  or  slain,  for  tiie  mere  lust  of  calv 
nage;  and  neither  harm  is  done  to  the  ndversarj-, 
nor  good  to  us,  .  If  we  fight  now  without  gainiiig 
great  advantage,  such  as  men  may  know  of  and 
see,  wc  loBo ;  and  such  we  should  have  gained 
might  I  liuve  led  the  people.  Vou  have  much  to 
answer  for,  if  you  w  dishettitm  tbem  by  this  petty 
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warfare,  that  the  lingluli  regain  their  did  advan* 
tage.  But  I  talk  idly;  you  will  let  me  do  no 
more.  How  now  P  she  cried,  as  Amblerille  letunied, 
pale,  and  in  great  hast«,  "  what  answer  to  my 
letter?" 

"  Notliing  bat  mocks  and  threats,"  replied  the 
herald,  "  miv«  that  they  keep  Guicunv  a  prisoner, 
having  once  tied  him  to  a  stake  that  he  might  be 
burned  alive  for  benring  the  letter." 

"  Burned  1"^  exclaimeil  the  Bustard. 

"Tliey  did  not  do  it?"  osksd  the  maiden  morg 
assuredly. 

"  They  said  that  tiiey  would  send  to  Pari*,  to 
the  university,"  replied  the  herald,  "  to  ask  if  tlwy 
were  bound  by  the  laws  of  war  to  respect  a  herald 
coming  from  yourself !" 

*'  At  what  then  do  they  esteem  me  ?"  asked  she 
composedly. 

"  By  their  names,  a  mere  wanton ;  or,  at  best,  a 
oowkeeper,"  replied  Ambleville ;  "  whom  tlwy 
themaelres  will  bum,  a«  they  say,  deserving  no 
oOier  fate." 

"  And  wliich  of  tltcir  vbitffs  spoke  tliut  ?"  asked 
the  muidi-n. 

*'  Talbot  was  ttie  loudest  in  his  jests,  and  in  his 
threats,"  replied  Ambleville. 

"  Back  with  you,  then,  to  Talbot,"  cried  she; 
"  bid  him,  if  he  will,  meet  me  Biogly  in  arms  here 


THE  lUtD  OF  0ELBAN8. 


before  the  city ;  tctl  him,  if  h«  con  tako  me.  to  let 
tnc  indeed  be  burnod  lui  he  dusiree;  bul  tliat  if  I 
TaiK}ui«h  him,  the  cooditioa  shaU  be,  tlutt  he  lead 
the  English  avray  in  peace  to  their  homes,  and 
leave  ue  in  quiet  too," 

"  1  will  do  whatever  fully  pertaina  to  my  office ; 
but  they  plmnly  respect  it  not,"  replied  Amble- 
ville ;  "  they  would  put  me  to  death  in  recklea- 
ness  and  flport." 

"  'I'hey  shall  be  made  to  raepect  the  law  of 
snnB,"  said  John  of  Orleans.  **  I  will  send  to 
them  one  of  niy  own  heraMa ;  and  if  they  touch 
but  a  hair  of  Ouii'ime's  head,  every  prisouer  that  I 
haw  shall  pay  his  life  fur  it ;  ay,  even  their  heraldx 
that  come  to  treat  of  ranxom.  If  we  are  to  ooo- 
tead  witli  brigands,  u  wrelchctl  Jaoquerie,  we  hold 
no  faith,  and  give  no  quarter." 

*'  Aa  you  will,"  replied  Jeanne ;  "  but  the 
herald  ia  safe,  and  i  will,  myself,  take  means  to 
make  them  hear  more  of  me.  I  would  bid  Uiem, 
for  their  own  sakee,  to  depart ;  and  that  all  ahall 
hear  and  know.  If  it  might  be,  1  would  have 
each  of  them  safe,  and  return  in  content,  whither 
he  Ims  a  right  to  be,  in  \iU  own  cottage.  Alas,  it 
is  not  the  poor  soldiers,  led  away  from  tliirir  tillu^, 
Or  their  liandiwork,  that  should  suiTcr  for  tiic  sins 
of  tlieir  rulers.  Hies©  wars  murt  have  made 
wtdowt  and  orphatu  ia  iuiglaiKl,  as  well  as  in 
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France  ;  and  there  sbould  be  do  more,  if  my  pray 
era  or  dee<lfi  fould  prurent  it.     Ob  there  must  be 
many  ia  that  land  who  would  give  all  for  tlie  Live* 
in  peril  liflrv,  and  who  must  weep  as  we  do,  that  all 
arc  not  cuntvtit  with  tht-ir  owti,  luid  honest  enougb^^ 
to  leave  others  to  that  u  tlioir'*.  ,H 

"We  sliould  have  gone  forth  to-day,"  sbc  cod* 
tinued  oiW  a  moment ;  "  to^y,  when  a  vord,  a 
breatli,  a  thought,  sliould  have  done  tJie  office  of  a 
weapon,  and  drivt-n  Uu^m  hence,  pcrltape,  almost 
without  H  harm.  I  wiU  go  forth  myself,  and  &peak 
with  tlicm." 

By  tliiit  time  news  arrived,  that  the  sktrmish  l«d 
by  La  Hire,  though  sJiarp  enough,  had  It.'d  to  no 
result.  "  You  prevent  me,  by  ray  word,"  itlw  taid 
to  John  of  Orleans,  "  and  the  grave  decision  of  all 
your  assembly  these  men  laugh  to  scorn  ;  it  tirtn 
better  that  oven  the  counsel  of  Ganuiclie,  if  it  b((fl 
allowed  fur  counsel,  should  bo  obeyed." 

John  of  Orkaiis  Imd  litllc  to  reply  j  for  he  reully 
felt  a«hamed  of  the  want  of  conBLttcat  and  weU> 
obeyed  authori^  j  he  took  hb  leave,  after  u  le-. 
peated  promise  to  bring  up  tike  forcee  from  Bluis. 
tlie  intentions  of  whose  leaders  he  eonfesBed  b« 
doubted ;  a  fear,  however,  which  Jeanne  did  not 
share  witli  him,  but  not  dissuading  him  from  liii 
task,  urged  only  tlie  eh)i[>sii]g  tinMi.  Ho  went  to 
his  hotel }  and  she  prepared  for  her  new  »uianiatis  to 
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tlw  English,  bidding  another  copy  of  her  latter 
to  be  made  and  alHxed  to  8ii  arruw,  "  since 
that,"  said  she,  "  is  a  messenger  ihey  are  as  wel- 
come to  detain  as  to  send  back." 

Pierre  d'Arc  and  Marift  de  la  Meilleraye  were 
among  the  very  few  in  Orleans  who  found  Uttle 
fault  with  the  thr«e  days  of  inaction  which  ensued. 
To  them  tlic  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  would 
have  been  happier  had  Jeanne  suffered  them  to  be 
spent  in  utUtr  leisure ;  fur  though  they  saw  much 
of  one  aiioUier  in  the  company  of  their  friends,  it  was 
not  till  the  Tuesday  evening  that  they  found  ihem- 
wlres  in  tliat  compelled  t(te-&-t£be  from  the  occu- 
pation of  every  cue  besides  themselves  which,  in 
their  [XMitiun,  coidd  justify  their  remcuning  long 
alone  with  each  other. 

"  I  think,"  said  Marie,  when  they  were  seated 
at  the  early  twilight  of  the  evening  in  question  in 
the  common  room  of  the  house,  **  that  you  must  be 
almost  as  great  a  hater  of  rest  as  your  noble  sister, 
Pierre.  When  we  were  in  the  old  castle  of  Bourle- 
mont,  you  would  find  a  time  for  ilie  service  of  any 
one  who  should  a«k  it  of  you,  though  that  service 
were  ever  %o  idle ;  but  here  you  are  on  the  sudden 
uti  occupifd  man,  as  grave  and  as  busy  as  every  one 
ebe ;  and  surely  every  body  here  bears  himself  as 
though  he  were  the  leader  of  an  army,  or  the  trea- 
surer of  a  city  at  the  least ;  and  that  too  when  1 
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would  &in  luipe  that  our  troubles  have  •otnechaacfl' 
of  ending." 

"  I  koow  jou  do  not  meao  to  reproach  us,"  n- 
plied  be;  "as  for  myself,  I  own  that  I  have  anxi- 
ous views  enough  in  what  is  about  to  take  place 
It  ix  Romelliing  for  one,  who  t>  luw-bom,  as  1  ao. 
to  find  himselfsureuf  becoming  what  he  would  havt 
l)oi>n  by  birth,  a  man  uf  mark,  fit  to  contpud  in  tbt 
world  witli  tho  prou>Iti)>t^und  for  priies,  that  if  itwaiv 
not  preEumptuoue  erea  to  speak  of  Uietn,  I  conM 
and  would  readily  name,  and  wluch  you  youredf 
would  agree  witli  me  ore  worth  all  the  diligence  ■ 
iiuui  can  give  to  liitt  calling." 

**I  hn>-tf  no  doubt,"  said  Marie,  hiding  bir 
pleawd  face  In  the  nook  of  a  window,  "  tliat  then 
is  much  to  be  done,  and  that  joa,  Pierre,  will  vriti 
honour  in  it;  my  *urvant  Richard  telU  irtc.  tlut 
already  men  «peak  of  you  at  one  Ukely  to  win 
honour  though  peril  lie  in  tlie  way  of  it ;  and  I 
— I  know  tliat  it  i»  to.  YeH ;  win  it,  Pierra.  by 
diligence  as  weU  oa  valour ;  and  you  shall  have  my 
prayers,  that  the  reward  you  desire,  bu  it  what- 
ever you  may  bert  prize,  raaycomo  to  you." 

Pierre  made  a  quick  imconscious  sti'p  or  two  to- 
wards the  demoiselle,  which  told  luir  that  if  slie  did 
not  consider  an  explanation  quite  wvll  tinted,  il 
would  be  as  well  to  divert  the  mibjcet. 

"  You  have  accompanied  your  sistor  in  oil,  : 
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she  ha»  been  here,  have  you  not?"  asked  siie ;  "  slit 
is  very  kiiid  to  mc  as  she  is  to  every  one,  and  1 
have  stiiren  to  win  litr  good  will,  for  Iwr  protec- 
tion may  serve  mo ;  but  though  slut  tulks  witb  us 
women  frankly  enough,  it  teems  to  iiiv  tliat  nhc 
values  us  chiefly  as  the  safeguards  of  )ier  own  cha* 
roetcr,  having  but  two  thoughts  that  ruMy  occupy 
her — tliis  war,  and  her  devotions.  Perhaps,  I 
klioukl  rathor  say  one,  for  each  is  always  blended 
with  the  other.  Yet  she  is  not  williout  pleasant- 
Desa  of  humour ;  the  other  day,  when  she  was  irri- 
tated with  the  generals  and  their  delays,  I  saw  her 
smile  at  her  own  iniputicnce,  and  when  my  guurdiaa 
here,  Jacques  Boucher,  told  her,  I  believe  by  liw 
command  of  Jolm  of  Orleans,  all  the  Rtory  of  my 
6ight  from  boclios,  si  to  laughed  outright,  and 
when  we  were  by  ourselves,  asked  aw  questions 
that  startled  me  about  myself,  and  then  playfully 
potted  my  eluwk,  and  hade  me  strive  to  be  at  peace, 
for  thougli  it  were  fit  that  the  Dauphin  should  be 
obeyed  in  all  things,  yet  that  ithe  knew  him  for  a 
kind-hearted  princ« ;  and,  if  she  might,  she  would 
strive  that  he  should  listeti  to  me." 

"  You  cannot  think  her  mor?  kind  than  iba  is," 
said  Pierre,  "  or  more  true  to  any  trust  yon  put 
in  her.  Our  fortune* — I  may  say  your'*  as  mio^^ 
may  I  not?  depend  on  her  success,  for  even  if  this 
were  cave<]  by  other  than   her  means,  you 
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would  be  hopelessly  in  Uie   power  of  La 
mouille." 

"  Not  so  then,  I  trust,  Pierre,"  said  the  yotuig 
]ady ;  *'  I  would  rather  go  witli  these  tslandtin  into 
Bngland — I  would  rather : — but  I  trust  in  bn  ai 
you  do— yea — in  that  sense,  as  j-ou  say,  *  our  &• 
tunes'  depend  on  her." 

"  May  to-morruw  bring  the  stwcotm,  aai 
all  to  the  testl"  exclaimed  Pierre.  "  I  am  as  tm- 
patitnt  m  she  U,  and  she,  kept  as  ehe  is  by  bar 
promise  from  action,  has  fretted  on  the  britik  of  it 
liko  a  bitted  steed  that  would  take  tlie  bri^ 
between  his  teeth.  I  was  with  her  on  Satunlay, 
when  she  challenged  the  English  Glasdale  from  Hk 
boulevard  of  the  Bello-Croix  on  titc  brid^, 
all  his  followers  seemed  drawn  up  on  the  walls 
the  TourcUc«,  six  or  seven  archc«  off,  to  gaze  u 
her.  It  was  strange  and  thrilling  to  hear  ber 
them  fur  tlie  lo\'e  of  their  own  souls  to  deparL  I 
wondered  that  they  did  not  beliere  her,  and  obeyj 
but  OluMliUe  and  a  young  lord,  his  companion,  n- 
plied  only  by  tlie  violent  terms  of  i^nuc,  and  ibi 
Bastard  of  Gmm-illc,  for  it  was  he  wlio  stood  If 
the  chief,  a«kcd  if  sho  thought  Uiat  kntglits 
fiee  before  a  wanton." 

"  And  she  replied  to  tliem  V  asked  Marie. 

"  At  6nft  tlieir  injwrii?*  so  afiected  Iter,' 
Pierre,  "  Uiat  she  buriit  into  teats,  but  roco' 
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herself,  •  why,'  ask^d  she, '  should  I  expect  them  to 
be  just  to  me  in  their  words,  who  are  daily  doing 
■o  much  wrong  in  their  actiotu  ?  Tliey  do  not  even 
believG  what  they  say,  but  would  lain  deceive  Uiem- 
lelvM  as  well  as  othew.  Surely  they  perceive  tlio 
disaster  that  ehall  come  upon  them ;'  she  raised 
herself,  and  proudly,  ratlior  than  angrily,  cast  the 
lie  in  tlicir  t«eth ;  then,  aa  she  does  when  eome 
new  and  mighty  thought  comes  upon  her,  paused 
for  a  moinotit,us  though  she  would  let  it  kindle  fuU 
on  her  face ;  •  1  tell  you,"  said  she, '  tliat,  in  spite  of 
■II,  the  English  shall  depart,  and  that  quickly ;  but 
you,  Glasdale,  shall  never  see  it,  and  many  of  thote 
who  stand  by  you  shall  dhare  your  death."" 

"  All  men  say  that  she  hath  struck  a  terror 
among  them,  that  they  hare  never  shown  before," 
said  Marie. 

"  And  tiiey  say  but  truth,"  rcpUetl  Pierre ;  "  her 
very  presence  guarded  John  of  Orleans  and  D'Aulon 
on  their  way  to  Blois  liaat  the  bastille,  the  great 
onp  of  St.  Laurent ;  the  English  not  even  passing 
bo}-ond  tlioircntrenchmentatooppoworchasethein; 
nor  when  she  hail  seen  them  out  of  danger,  did  she 
return  till  nhe  had  again  summoned  them  as  before 
at  the  Croix  Slorin ;  thi«  was,  as  you  know,  on  the 
Sunday,  and  yesterday  did  she  not  pass  before  all 
Uieir  line*  with  her  company  of  citiwins  und  solt^ers, 
markio''  their  strength  as  calmly  as  tljough  she 
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bad  roaiEhalled  some  lists  for  a  frieodl;  toumamrat, 
rather  than  mea§ured  tlie  Etrengih  of  a  terrible  fw; 
while  they  too  watched  her  as  though  they  dand 
not  provoke  the  trial  till  tlte  imminciit  hour  ehouU 
come." 

"  And  the  crowds  follow  Imt  botb  from  aod  in 
till.'  town,  08  though  Uipy  never  could  isatiate  tiMtt 
«y«i  witli  bclmlding  litrr,"  uud  Mario ;  "  as  on  6iift- 
dajr,  when,  after  site  had  goardcd  John  of  OriatM 
tlirougli  ttwir  lines,  the  returned  liitlier,  and,  widh 
out  retting,  was  obliged  to  ride  througlioat  tfat 
town,  Uw  pvt^le  hi«t  so,  and  cried  at  our  gala  to 
look  ufon  her.  Believe  me,  tJiat  I  trust  iu  what 
•he  will  do,  for  she  may  lead  the  |>eo{>lc  of  Orleoai, 
9S  ahe  does  the  horse  she  rides  so  gracefjiilly,  at  if 
she  but  willed,  and  all  was  done." 

The  sound  of  her  quick  footstep  startled  tim 
talkers;  for  the  half  hour  before  slie  retir^K]  torart 
die  joined  tliem.  and  even  sported  playfully. 

"  Thou  art  ns  wilful  as  the  chiefe  thetna^lves," 
■be  said  to  Marie,  "  and  I  know  not  vhJob  of  tbe 
traitors  the  Dauphin  should  begin  by  n^prorir^, 
wbeo  he  shall  come  into  the  city  of  Orleans.  Ale. 
thinks  1  should  send  th«e  under  strong  gumrd  to 
hnn,  wkI  tliat  the  eacort  might  be  sure,  •cod  Pierr* 
at  the  bead  of  it  He,  w  thou  koowmt,  woidd 
Dot  be  aeared  like  Andr^,  but  wouM  do  hie  devoir 
with  a  right  good  will.    Or  ihall  1  see  yon  myself 
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ough  tlie  Bngli»li  entrenctiniuiits  ?  But  come, 
l^the  hour  <lravr«  un  ;  wc  must  catch  what  rent  we 
can,  for  liow  know  wc  when  it  may  be  brok«n,  or 
tlie  need  we  may  havir  of  all  our  strength  to-mor- 
row!" 

The  business  of  tlie  morrow,  was,  indeed,  what 
she  seemed  to  aatinpate.  We  had  marched  hack 
to  Bloia,  aod  there,  af^r  much  difficulty  and  peril 
on  his  part,  we  had  been  found  by  Ste.  Severe. 
He  bad  come  to  open  ru[>ture  with  the  oUier  chieft, 
wh«n  John  of  Orleaofl  arrived,  for  all  that  the 
Bastard  imagined  had  b«fa]U-n ;  and  I)e  Rays, 
Ambrose  de  Lore,  and  even  tlio  Admiral  Lnuitt  d« 
Culan,  thought  tliat  for  the  present  they  had  done 
enough  in  enabling  die  Orleannoi*  to  hold  out  till 
a  larger  force  could  be  collected  for  their  ultimate 
relief. 

>'6lttU  we,"  asked  De  Rays,  "  now  attempt  the 
very  eater]>riae  we  all  condemned  as  a  rafili  mad- 
DBHintlie  maiden,  march  to  Talbot  and  his  bas. 
tiUee,  and  dare  thera  when  we  haif-e  gone  m>  many 
leagues  merely  to  avoid  the  danger  ?" 

TIte  Chancellor,  too,  Regnant  de  Chortres,  urged 
that  pnidence  was  ant  a  tiling  to  change,  witat  had 
been  done  waa  well  done  -,  and  it  would  be  wite  to 
t4TOpt  providence  no  forther. 

But  John  of  OTleans,  young  as  he  was,  would 
pi-nnit  no  furtluir  trifling,    "  You  have  given  me 
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jpour  bonoar,  gratUiaun,"  he  said,  ''  and  caoaed  me 
to  giw  mino ;  I  t«ll  you  ])Uuiily  Uiat  oeitber  nmrt 
ba  bn^eo.  V'our  town  ic  full  of  the  pnnisioM, 
which  those  of  Bouses,  Aagien,  and  Tours,  ban 
sent  to  our  succour,  and  the  good  people  ben  hn« 
raised  all  they  maj  for  our  help.  I  tell  you,  ia  the 
king's  luime,  this  aliall  not  bo  wasted  or  miiiuaed ; 
and  I  declare  to  you  more,  that  if  you  delay  your 
journey  a  day,  eith«r  Orleans  will  bo  lust,  or,  which 
to  us  will  be  even  more  shameful,  dclirenrd  in  our 
absence  by  the  maiden.  'i1ie  citizens  uikI  eoldien 
watch  the  becking  of  her  Bnger,  and  sho  granu 
truce  to  her  attempts  but  till  my  return,  and  that  a 
speedy  one.  For  good  or  for  evil,  she  is  invested 
with  a  power  we  may  by  policy  strive  to  direct,  bot 
which  we  may  not  overrule.  I  tell  you  that  shr 
must  not  a  second  time  even  discover  that  we  tliwait 
her,  unless  we  would  have  blood  Bow  in  tlic  streets, 
which  many  will  not  hesitate  to  shed  for  h«r  sake. 
V'our  choii:e,  therefore,  is  but  this ;  abandon  Ihi* 
war,  and  leave  me  to  struggle  alone  with  the  new 
and  reckless  power  that  will  then  reign  in  Orlaans, 
and  BO  let  the  city  be  lost  or  won  as  the  die  AUii 
and  in  to  doing,  shall  you  bmik  your  oaths  to  bar 
and  to  me,  and  be  answerable  for  whnterer  cniy 
ensue,  to  the  which,  if  I  live,  I  will  firmly  Itold 
you ;  or  come  with  me  to  the  po«t  of  danger  and  of 
lumour }  and  I  will  promise  as  much  as  1  may,  tint 
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the  direction  of  the  butllc  tixall  bv  left  as  little  as  pos- 
sible to  the  chance  of  tliia  maiden's  will,  but  shall  be 
eubmittetl  to  rtfosonable  advice.  Yet,  this  nuet  I 
tell  you  too,  tliat  tlic  Eiigli^i  have  already  tliat 
t«nor  of  her  name,  or  that  tloubt  of  her  strange 
power,  that  1  have  parsed  in  o^Kn  day  in  her  cotn- 
pony,  unharmed  and  unmolested,  between  Uiu  bms- 
tiUe«  of  St.  Laurent  and  of  I^ondon,  tlie  very  rood 
»lic  would  have  had  you  take  at  first,  which,  but  a 
week  ago,  should  liave  coal  me  life  or  freedom,  or 
tlic  lives  of  mcuiy  to  defend  me." 

"  I  utn  with  you,  AIej»ire  John  of  Orlcuns,"  said 
Ste.  Severe,  ''  Ivuving  to  ttiese  if  thcj  come  not 
witli  uf  A  won!  which  I  will  muke  good  wh«n  the 
greater  uctionn  are  acliievt^,  which  now  cunceni 
lu ;  one  that  1  would  fuin  not  spc^ak  to  Frencii 
knight*,  yet  1  know  no  other  for  such  as  break 
their  oath.  My  old  comrades,  do  not  let  us  forget 
our  anci«nt  and  noble  brotherhood ;  it  is  not  new 
for  us  to  be  unfortunate,  or  even  to  perish  ;  but  I 
didhope  to  diefor  France,  without  seeing  her  noblest 
children  dishonoured.  'I1ie  English  have,  indeed, 
won  all  from  us  if  we  surrender  to  tlie  fear  of  them, 
even  our  pledged  oaths." 

All  but  tlie  Chancellor  owned  the  justice  of 
these  appeals ;  and  as  Johji  of  OrWns  saw  that  the 
leaders  looked  to  him  for  an  uHvnt,  which  he  wiUi- 
held,  he  at  once  addr«e«ed  himself  to  him,  whom 
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Iw  justly  coMubred  Uie  aeent  mover  of  Uw  dinl'- 
IVwlion. 

"  I  go,"  lie  raid,  "  henoe  to  tho  tourt,  nnd  th» 
king  sliaU  hear  me  Apeak  one  word  ;  it  i*,  ttiot  whib 
every  warrior  hera  ie  willing  to  Ittfvp  hin  ostii, 
there  is  some  traitorous  bond  Uiat  wittiboMi  him. 
and  1  a&k  now  of  tlie  Chancellor  to  give  lus«aaMHt 
to  tlieir  maintainiog  th^r  oath  to  mo,  and  tbMf 
duty  to  the  king,  that  1  nuiir  be  able  to  dwtan  tlal 
be  is  not  tho  stay  tliot  kveps  tlicin.^ 

"  1  urn  not  bound  bo  reply  to  eticb  impeaobsMDt.* 
aaid  the  Cimnoellor. 

"  Answer,  und  to  n>futc  it,"  said  the  Baxtonl. 
"  or  I  tukc  ull  tti«sc  to  witness,  tliat  you  do  tito  king 
as  much  wrung  as  Uiougli  all  T  say  were  vettatnly 
true ;  and  this  I  go  to  decluro,  hrL-aking  vay  staff  of 
leadii^g,  and  hiding  raj-Mlf  where  I  nuiy  from  tb<> 
sight  of  cowardice  aix)  treason,  or  joining  with  tJi« 
maiden  in  any  rashtiefts  she  may  devise,  und  la, 
winning,  indeed,  by  miracle,  or  perifihiug  to 
company  of  one  who  is  at  least  brave  uiid  tni«." 

"We  will  go  with  you,"  said  Louis  de  OolaB,! 
"  but  mnembnrtng  you  of  your  prom>«e,  olao,  tlat  j 
tlie  war  sli^l,  as  far  as  it  may,  bi*  guidv<d  by  tbe  «d>  J 
vice  of  such  as  are  fit  to  direct  it.  In  Orleans,  i( 
we  may  pass  to  it,  wg  can  lioM  out  till  tlie  utbor  i 
couTBare  collected,  end  then  bravely  and  prudeotljr  i 
try  once  more  a  set  field  ngaiu«t  tlw  English." 


Tlie  other  ctiiefs  ttii«d  on  tlw  dpfoctioD  uf  tlie 
iniiral  from  tlie  gvnoral  oompftct,  to  folluw  him ; 
anil  Uie  Archbishop  venturing  no  open  oppontioji, 
OD  that  very  moniitig  wo  were  on  our  mnrch  for 
Orloiuis. 

Although  the  towers  of  tlie  Uenard  (jat«  were  so 
I  cloee  to  tiie  liouse  of  Jacnues  Bourher,  that  little 
obeervation  would  be  incurred  in  paasiitg  from  one 
to  the  otber,  yet  it  was  spread  through  the  city, 
ttlmost  ox  early  us  the  light,  that  Jeanne  d'Arc  had 
already  taken  her  rtatioa  on  the  highe§t  stage  of  the 
fortificution,  and  with  those  of  tlie  leaders,  whom 
■he  inwt  tnuted,  was  watching  for  the  approocli 
of  the  army  froin  Blwt.  Othcirs  were  posted  on 
every  spire  and  tower  with  signal  flags,  which  could 
be  MKR  frotn  the  Rcnurd  Qi»lt.- ;  ami  ««  tiiese  pre- 
paratioiiK  were  ob»crvedf  tlie  citizona  left  wttry 
occupation  to  fiock  towards  her  post,  and  await 
witii  her  the  e>~ent  of  the  moniing. 

A  few  tcours  jiassed,  and  soon  after  the  cloclu 
liad  tolled  seven,  a  waving  speck  wua  scun  from 
the  spire  of  the  Ste.  Cnux. 

"See,"  (aid  La  ilirc,  to  tlw  maiden,  "tbey 
must  be  within  tJ>»  sight  of  yondirr  fellow  on  the 
spire,  fur  he  was  biddun  nut  to  wsva  that  flag  till 
he  was  sure." 

"  To  hone  then*  and  be  ruuly  to  mvi^t  tiiem  !" 
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hcried  Jeanne ;  "  tliej-  iinw  kept  tlieir  vroid.  H  ii 
tidke  for  lu  to  look  to  ourV" 

"  AU  is  n-fldf  at  th«  guto  bulow,"  replied  Im 
Hire ;  "  let  us  but  wait  to  bu  I'uUy  uwturod  ;  if  it  be 
tliejr,  indeed,  tliejr  will  nwni  be  diM-itrnud  (rem  St 
Pivm  I'Empoot,  from  tlie  height  uf  tlw  cuthednl 
a  man  may  be  deceived.  You,  brother  Nicole," 
be  (xiatinued,  to  Nicolas  da  Girfime,  *'  will  keep 
tba  gate  fur  ua ;  if  it  were  not  in  U\a  gunnl  uf  lucfa 
'  a  soldier,  here  would  I  ri'iuuin  myself,  fur  if  tbe 
l-itiglidh  sally  upon  us,  hem  will  be  tlw  coatwit." 

"  The  flag  wave«  from  the  belfry  tower,"  cried 
Jeanne ;  "  to  Iiorse,  to  horso !  kt  all  bo  ready  bI  u 
instant!  stay  you,  U'llliors,  upon  tliu  tower,  and 
let  us  know  when  the  Englich  see  tlwtn-!"  awl  with 
tliat  she  descended,  and  xhe  nnd  her  party  were 
%nifa  on  horseback. 

"  I  am  wiUi  you,"  said  tlw  I^itl  of  ViUars, 
riding  up  in  tuute ;  "  1  have  m>'aelf  seen  tlie  ad- 
vance  from  the  cotbcdrKl,  but  Utey  come  oa  slowly." 

"  Do   the   Eiiglislt   perwive  tliem   yet,"  called 
Jeanne  to  d'lllierv,  ''from  the  street  belitoU  tliaj 
arch  of  tlio  gateway  ?" 

»'Xoty«l!"call«lirillier9. 

"  Move  not  a  man  till  tliey  do,"  was  her  cots- 
nuuid  i  "  tJien  they  shall  have  to  chooee." 

'*  Nuw^oow  upon  the  bastille  nf  London,  tltcre 
is  a  movcnwnt )"  shouted  d'llUers. 
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"  Tlicro  is  a  trumpet  call,"  cri«<l  Jeanne  j  "  now 

fbrwanl  1  forward  !  speedily,  but  in  good  rank,  we 

I  go  to  welcome  friends;  let  ua  not  even  think  of 

niw!,  unless  they  attack  us.     I  would  have  the 

itn  from  Bloie  see  how  little  danger  tht*re  is  in 

being  bmve." 

"  Th«  English  do  not  understand  u«  yot,"  said 
La  Hire  j  **  they  man  tht-ir  walls  aud  are  ready,  but 
they  arc  plainly  Wi-niling  for  vu  to  b«*gin  the  game. 
By  my  stnff !  but  I  would  net  on  them,  and  let  them 
iwe  what  we  ni«an." 

"  No !  no !"  cried  the  maiden,  "  I  have  promised 
to  bring  in  the  succour  safely,  that  is  wortli  more 
now  than  the  taking  of  a  bastille ;  blows  will  come 
quickly  enough,  L«  Hire;  hut  that  murt  bo  when 
all  are  here,  and  cannot  hold  bark  from  the  war. 
My  word  i^t  given  to  John  of  Orleans,  that  1  lil\ 
not  my  sword  till  the  succours  are  safe  within  Or- 
leans ;  make  not  even  a  feint  to  draw  the  English 
from  their  lines." 

"  We  are  near  enough  to  provoke  them  if  they 
were  bo  minded,"  said  La  Hire  i  "  does  that  banner 
scare  them,  or  are  they,  indeed,  irresolute  in  council, 
or  do  they  wait  till  the  army  comes  up  to  give  os  u 
fiiir  ami  ope-n  battle  ?" 

"Neither,  messirc*,'"  answered  D'llKers.  "Are 
we  to  pass  their  line*?" 
"Culmly  and  gently  now  I"  commanded  tlia 
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nrnidmi ;  "  let  us  nAe  at  so  easy  par 

them  i  ve  shall  be  then  between  titeir  bostiUn « 

soon  M  tliu  umj  from  Blois,^ 

"  Look  I    look !    jonder  u   Ute   buinn-  of  Uk 
priesU  I"  rrioJ  La  Hirf,  "  leading  tho  amy  it  m 
nuty  compoced  step,  and  hark  !  I  wen  hoar 
low-tonwl  chant  I  tlwre  it  BwelLt  now  so 
can  hear  ttj  why,  tliese  islandnn    Uav»  c 
tJieir  nature,  thtit  they  do  not  even  ittart  fortli  ta 
make  prize  of  a  |>roc«ssion  of  priest*.** 

'*  Tliey  are  wonder-struck !"  cried  Milan. 

**  It  is  tlie  calmnesB  of  right  and  truth  thai 
them,"  saiil  Jeanne. 

"  Jean  l^^querel  does  his  devoted  ttuk 
by  the  Holy  C'roes  ! "  cried  La  Hiiu. 

"  He  believes  and  obeys,  and  cannot  fear,"  tv; 
plied  Jeanne. 

"  Welcome,  Jolm  of  Orlwins !"  shouted  F 
d'llliers;  "look, he  has  diulu-d  from  tlto  rank, 
comeii  full  on  towanU  us." 

"  He  should  have  slayi'd,"  >nd<\  Jeanne  j  '» 
will  elir,  too,  if  tliey  behold  any  sudden  movenn 
among  us ;  pn-M  gently  on  each  side,  not  tu  re-^ 
ccivo  the  prieste,  no  liarni  will  fall  on  tiii>in,  but 
that  the  cnrs  and  the  ill-armed  citizens  may  be  saie 
from  any  surpriiHi." 

"  Tliey  draw  Gla  from  the  army  to  do  the  : 
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tiling,  und  offer  a  face  of  battle  to  each  ba»tiU«,*' 
naitt  La  Hire. 

"  Wttlcome,  Futher  Jean  1  welcome  uide«d  1 " 
criod  the  matden  tu  Pnequerel ;  "  now  plnco  your 
hcinner  light  before  tiie  bastillu  o£  London ;  mine 
bvfore  St.  Laurent ;  and  tUero  shall  they  be  Iteld 
tilt  the  convoy  is  in  Orlcunv,  fgr  none  will  rotreat 
fixnn  these  «nsigtt(." 

The  citiwna  of  Orlfiins  and  Uiv  soldier)-  whu 
had  left  it  witli  her  fonnvd  undor  tier  bftDiier, 
while  HXe.  Seven  and  tliv  l«ud<-n  from  Bluin  were 
ready  to  Huppurt  tluit  of  Jcun  Pasquirrol ;  iimny 
otlwn  rushud  fmui  tho  Uma,  and,  yoking  thene 
eelves  to  the  van,  which  thcirguidoe,  too,  who  wpre 
only  armed  with  cluU^,  light  axeo,  und  Icnden 
nia3leta,  awisUid  to  jnuh  forward,  drew  thctu  in 
fAfciy  to  Uiu  R^Hiard  Uato,  where  Jacques  Boucher 
liad  alrvady  taken  order  for  clearing  tlw  streets,  up 
to  tho  o{ion  vpac*;  nvar  the  Martroi,  so  that  orderly 
and  lapidly  all  wan  en<:]oied  within  the  walls. 
Then  slttwly  inowd  tlie  banner  of  the  pnests,  and 
lastly  came  Uiut  of  Jeanne,  guarded  by  the  flower 
of  the  rhiotlry  of  Iwth  hosts. 

TliH  <lii«rR,  it  iHtiiig  tiiu  in  the  moniing,  went 
witli  the  Battard  to  lib  tiotel  to  diuiutr  —  thin  tltey 
despatched,  and  retired  to  rest,  fatigued  with  tJieir 
owiali;  aikd  then  John  of  Orleans  repaired  to  llie 
mdilao  to  endeavour  to  put  ui  train  the  redemption 
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t^  his  promise  to  those  of  BloU,  for  titft  conduct  of 
tli«  war.  She,  who  liatl  eainn,  am  mu  ber  wort, 
but  a  fuw  top*  of  br«ad,  moist«>iie<]  with  wine  tai 
water,  tiad  ju*t  tward  from  D'Auloo  utd  Jean 
Pasqusrel  the  ftvrount  of  the  debates  at  Blou,  ui 
was  engaged  with  her  confessor  in  ao  eamcft  cos- 
ferenoc,  the  resalt  of  further  hints  which  Imi  baJ 
dropped,  wheu  the  Bastard  arrived,  **  1  thought 
to  we  you,  Jeanne,  before  I  reposed,"  he  laid  to 
her,  "  that  we  might  gpetik  together,  Uiotigh  but  for 
R  few  minutes,  and  fullir  understand  eocli  other  m 
to  what  is  to  be  undertaken  ;  but  you  arv  wraiy, 
as  we  all  are  ;  it  will  be  better  to  take  a  few  lioun 
for  rest,  and  tlioo  to  meet  in  council  witl: 
chiefs,  and  determine  upon  our  plans." 

"Tlie  rest  seems  indeed  needed,"  wiid  the  m: 
"  though  I  would  willingly  at  unoe  into  th« 
and  1  have  watched  the  grvnter  part  of  th»  night, 
hoping  to  bear  of  )rour  near  approach,  and  ready  to 
meet  and  support  you.  But  perhaps  it  is  not  wjtji 
wraried  men  that  we  should  a^Miil  t)i«  enmay,  AiU 
of  rest  as  tliey  are.  1  claim  but  tins  of  you,  that 
none  go  to  Uie  field  again  without  rae,  for  what  U 
now  done  must  be  well  done,  and  with  our  utmost 
strength." 

"  And  that  shall  we  need,"  observed  Uie  Bastard, 
"  as  I  have  certain  news ;  Falstolf  approachos  with 
a  convoy,  and  with  more  men-at-anns;  Ittsfbr  thia, 


tfk 


THE  MAID  OF  ORLEANS. 

perhaps,  rather  tJian  from  any  vain  fonr,  that  Itio 
English  haviintmaiDed  in  peace  bctwucn  tlu-irwulU." 

"  Tiien  we  have  no  time  to  lose  ;  tiwy  murt  be 
attacked  before  he  arrives,"  exclaiiiietl  Joanne. 

"  We  tot>  i!xpcct  large  reinforcements,"  obsorretl 
John  of  Orleans,  "  such  as  sliall  bring  ub  nearer 
to  an  equality  with  the  Bnglisli  forces :  it  would  be 
butter  to  await  them,  too,  and  to  put  the  defeat 
of  the  enemy  upon  this- better  chance;  and  then,  if 
we  indeed  are  victors,  as  you  say,  our  success  will 
be  fidaJ  and  complete." 

"  When  ex]>oct  you  our  neinforcemente ?"  asked 
Bhe. 

**  We  shall  scarcely  buinany  days  without  them." 

"AndFalatolf?" 

"  They  are  not  so  ready  in  Paris  as  we  are ;  our 
tro(^  wiU  outmarch  tliem,  as  I  hope,  by  weeks." 

"  1  would  fain  meet  Falstolf,  and  end  tlie  war  in 
one  battle:  it  is  better  — better  for  thovanijuifihed, 
as  well  as  for  thv  victors ;  but  1  tell  tliee  again,  John 
oTOrluans,  1  wit)  not  a  «<>cond  time  be  cheated  of  my 
office.  If  there  be  any  design  to  meet  Falstolf  with- 
out ine,  1  charge  you  tliat  it  Iw  abandoned,  Bas- 
tard, Buittartl !  t  tell  thee  that  thine  own  head  itiiall 
answer  for  it,  if  by  any  trickery  1  am  withheld  from 
meeting  turn." 

"  Fear  not  that,"  replied  the  chief,  "  we  shall 
need  ail  help,  and  will  not  leave  you  inactive." 
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"  I  hove  proRiitod  Uie  citiMtv  or  Orleaas,  tfasl 
in  6vc  tUjrs  Ui«]r  »haU  bv  inad  j  1  tnuat  not  denrin 
tlmm,"  s)ie  ctitiUututl,  half  muaiag ;  **  I  could  oni 
ir  I  would.  My  V'cmcs  liavc  told  niQ  that  w  it 
will  bot  and  I  liare  but  to  oboy  tbcui.  If  yoar 
friends  conie  liere,  if  wu  had  certain  aowt  a(  than 
within  a  day's  march,  it  nuglit  b«  lawful  to  nmit 
tJieiti.  Be  it  your  care  to  liaElen  all»  to  {inijai* 
nil,  lu  you  best  may.  Let  your  counctb  makii  thi* 
ttteir  duty ;  fur  ine  1  tull  you,  tliat  come  what  may. 
rcndy  or  uiireaily,  in  fivtf  days  tho  Eoglisli  murt 
haw  <]uitt«il  Orlf^ons." 

"You  have  said   tliat  all  need  rf«t,"  obanwdj 
tlm  BHi^turd. 

"  B<'  it  *0,"  she  replied. 

X  And  after  a  few  liours,  nl  threv  in  tlie  after. 
tioon,  we  will  aseembW  and  doIibcnUc  ;  you  will  fatt  < 
witJiusat  my  botolP" 

"You  will  a«wmbta  and  deliberate,"  alwaii-l 
swered  ;  "  and  you  will  tHl  mc  what  you  pbwa. 
t  ant  not  bound  by  your  couMcU,  nor  will  ]  u.-tbT  i 
ttieni  Bav«  as  1  m-c  fit :  tliiti  1  liare  told  yoa. 
They  aru  nut  hoixvtt,  Mesnip!  .lolin  of  Ork-ans,  u 
I  know.  You  think  ymi  are  men,  whoM  numbly 
willfi  may  direct  oven  your  Mn-ereigu's  ]  you  am 
but  pup]H-te,  moved  by  tliv  art  tpf  one  far  lets,  evan 
though  you  Hw  not,  feel  not,  Ui«  strings  by  whirli 
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l)cmov««  you.  You  think  you  do  as  you  pt«tu« 
by  ojipcwing  mo  ;  you  are  only  the  elav-es  of  on« 
tur  btt*»*r  and  meaner  tlian  yourwIveB,  Tliis,  in 
few  wunlii,  have  1  just  l^anivci  for  truth,  ax.  iD<lfcd. 
from  till-  &nt  ikcoit  I  have  lialf  believed.  1  mil 
iiot  be  tlie  instrument  <^  those  who  ore  thomwlves 
but  Ruch.  Nny.-more,  1  will  not  profiLno  mygr^nt 
trust  by  making  it  tltvir  tmgine.  The  KUtx-ouni 
are  hero ;  ttivir  words  linv«  been,  tliougti  reluc- 
tantly, kept.  My  wortl  to  you  i«  rvleawd,  and 
alnll  not  ai(^ii  be  f^iv-en." 

■■  Save  for  ilie  few  houniof  rortand  of  cooncil." 

"Let  non«  otlier  ftrik«  tlieor''  replied  she; 
"and  wliat  your  foli^ue  needs,  take  ;  but,  beliete 
me,  this  day  mmt  not  pan  without  ita  work." 

Tlie  chief  returned  to  hia  fneitda,  who  yet  re- 
nuuned  up  to  hear  from  him.  "  Rest,"  be  eaid, 
"  for  thiE  once,  for  that  we  bave  ber  word,  pro- 
vidod  none  else  break  the  repose  we  Iiaw  for  the 
prtitetit  resolved  on  ;  after  tliat,  we  must  gi\i!  lier 
full  einpluymeot,  or  slie  will  leave  u>  little  tiim 
for  alumbvr,  and  little  power  of  guidance." 

"  Till  wluit  hour  are  we  cafe  ?"  aitkud  De  Ray-K. 

"  Till  tlin>o.  perhaps, "  replii'd  lli«  BuJturtl, 

"And  in  tluil  time  much  niay  be  thought  of, 
and  prepared,  if  nut  done,"  «ud  tlu!  leikdvr. 

At  Jeamie'a  rsqUMt.  O'Aulon  tlirew  bimaelf, 
aftvr  lie  wm  rslMsed  fnm  hi*  annoar.  on  a  cowh 
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in  tlic  room.  Her  own  clirunbdr  commuDkateJ 
with  this,  and,  calling  CliaHotta  to  bor,  *he. 
without  taking  aff  her  clothen,  lay  down  upon  the 
bed  within,  and  ondeavoured  to  take  advontag*  of 
the  interval  to  gain  in  sleep  tlie  strength  and  copa- 
poaure  she  might  want  to  ni«et  her  opponcaU  neo 
within  the  walls.  An  hour  of  de«p,  dead  riletm 
reigned,  not  aloiM  tlirougbout  the  bouse,  hit 
even  on  the  whole  of  that  sido  of  tlie  city. 

Churlntte,  whose  cuiv«  during  tite  night  had  not 
kvpt  hvr  in  the  snnie  t>tat«  of  wau-Itfutnees  wijta 
tlie  otitur*,  gaxtfd  on  lJi«  perturbed  nod  half-brouH 
>l«ep  of  the  maiden,  w)to  tay  on  tlw  bed  beddt 
her.    Her  lips  muttered,  and  sometinM^s  even  ha 
I  teeth  and  liandi'  wer?  »et  hanl  and  terribly.    Then 
I  came  a  time   uf  calm,  during  which    Iter  u«ual 
I  Bweet  and  serious  aspect  returned,  atid  ih«  tntfnl; 
uttered  law,  reverential  sounds,   as    if  liitt«niDg 
to  some  one  superior.     But  this  had  scarcely  eon- 
tinued  for  u  cjuatter  of  an  hour,  when  she  sp: 
from  her  bod. 

"  My  Voices  bid  mc lose  nomorc  time,"  shoe 
"  I  must  go  to  tho  field,  D'AuIon  !    D'Aukiti — no 
rest  now  !    I  urn  bidden  to  go  forth,  but  whetlier 
against   tlieso  ba«tilh<«,  or  againut  FalKtolf,  who 
comes  to  succour  them,  I  know  not." 

''  All  is  at  peace,  and  your  promise "  aaid 

the  esquire,  who  had  Itowerer  nisdd  lilniself  witii 
the  true  alacrity  of  a  soldier. 
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"All  is  not  at  peace?  do  jrou  hear?  Clwr- 
Iwttu,  you  have  quicker  vense;  do  you  not  Iwar?— 
■ilence,  listen!" 

After  a  minute,  a  faint  and  distant  cannon>shot 
WBK  htfurd. 

"It  is  so,  I  knew  it!"  she  exclainuHl.  "I 
lieard  it  bcforw  my  Voices  hade  me  note  it !  My 
amis,  D'Auloii,  my  amiK !  Tlie  blood  of  our 
peoi>le  turok*  the  eartli !  Where  are  those  who 
should  arm  me?  Why  waa  I  auffered  to  sleep? 
They  have  deceived  me  again  !  tlie  traitors !  Our 
men  are  periahiug  before  those  bastilles.  My 
arms !  and  let  my  horse  be  led  forth." 

Wi^  this,  D'Aulon,  who  had  summoned  tire 
armourers,  approaclied  her  with  her  arms,  as  itltc 
leant  from  the  window  listening  earnestly,  but  »lio 
rutlxKl  past  him  down  the  stairs  to  licr  page,  wlio, 
standing  with  Madame  Bouchftr  at  the  portal,  was 
jesting,  as  such  a  boy  might,  utterly  ticedless  of  the 
buttle. 

"Hal  wretched  knave."  site  cried  to  him; 
"  are  you,  too,  in  league  with  my  enemies,  and 
the  Dauphin's  ?  awake !  and  you  could  not  tell  me 
tint  the  blood  of  tlie  French  is  lluwiiig  ;  saddle 
my  horse  and  bring  him  to  the  door  —  now,  and 
without  a  word !" 

She  then  ruflhed  again  up  the  stairs.  "  My 
arms,  now,  quick  1     Now  1  now  1  do  you  Iiear  the 
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wai)  of  tlie  wounded,  and  the  criex  nf  tln-ir  fricn J»? 
Quick  I  for  without  defence  1  would  rather  pi  | 
forth,  tlttui  let  cuiother  bo  slniu  iLrough  mv  dc* 
Amlt.  Fhthi-r  Piuciuerel,"  die  oontinuMl  to  him, ' 
"  see  if  tliej  li«\-e  led  my  liorse  to  the  door,  1  be- ' 
aeevh  you,  for  my  iiiiptitience  hinders  theae  tr-j 
niourcnt ;  j-«t  hftttten.  friends,  1  beseech  ytm." 

"Tliey  are  leading  the  hior$etmviunIatJiethior."| 
annvei'ed  the  confessor,  looking  from  the  window. 

•'  My  ftword,  and  forward !"  she  exclniraed,  and 
in  an  innlant  ehe  was  in  the  street.  "  Louis  des 
Contna,  my  standard  —  do  not  stay  to  bring  it !" 
she  calU^d  uloud,  "  ^ve  it  me  from  the  window  1"  ^m 

She  leaped  into  her  saddle,  received  t)ie  stan>( 
dnrd  fi-om  the  page,  paused  an  instant  to  listen, 
and  tlien  dashed  at  full  speed  right  across  the 
ton-ntotiie  Burgundy  (late.     D'AuJon  hastened^ 
to  arm  himself  and  follow.  | 

*■  And  you  away  after  your  chief,"  said  Ma- 
dame Douther  to  thf  amnze<l  ])tige  ;  "  for,  my  lift^B 
upon  it.  she  will  need  you  all."  ^^ 

N(<ar  Uiegato,  a  body  driven  back  into  the  Town 
oloxed  the  street  agaiunt  Iwr  imjiutience,  amt 
enabliKl  Iier  followers  to  come  up  with  lier.  TbrW 
were  woun<lc<d  among  tliem,  and  for  sueh  uloiw 
would  filie  Uieti  liave  yielded  a  momeiil's  way  or 
rtop. 

"  Blood !  French  blood  I"  she  exclaimed.    * 
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tiKVtr  tee  it  but  my  tiair  nse»  from  iu  roobi ;  but 
forwiutl !  forward !  1  will  bring  you  iicm  to  Itvol 
all  tlio  wouikIh  of  Proiwre  '.'*  " 

She  spurred  oii,  aud  soon  met  the  forcet  retiring 
from  tlic  bastille  of  Si.  Loup. 

"Back!  buck!  to  tlie  assault!"  she  cried.  "I 
am  will)  you!  I  promise  you  victory!"  and  the 
sbouta  of  the  soldiery,  as  they  obeyed  her,  an- 
swered loudly  to  her  call. 

John  oi  Orleans  arrived  witfi  De  Rays  and 
others  at  the  gate,  "  The  rashness  of  otliers 
baa  broken  our  compact,"  he  L-xclaimedi  "sJieis 
Uiere,  and  now  all  is  ventured,  but  we  must  not 
lose,  though  her  enthusiasm  leads  us  beyond  our 
own  resolves.  On.  friends,  to  Uil-  assault!  She 
has  spoken  truth  !  this  day  « hall  nut  bo  witliout  ita 
deed,  and  methinks  it  shall  begin  the  safety  or 
coufirm  tlie  loss  of  France !" 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


In  the  moment  when  alio  prepared  to  renew  the 
Attack,  when  die  jiain  of  wouiidK  nnd  tltf!  »liiime  of 
repuUe  goaded  her  followen  tOTBlly  for  vengeance, 
and  when  she  herself  for  the  first  time  trembled 
with  indignation  at  th<t  horror*  of  a  regularly 
foughten  6cld  of  war,  Jeanne's  first  thoughts  wero 
to  save  the  helple^  and  the  innocent. 

Tiie  ctiurch  tower  of  St.  Loup  miwd  ita  head 
above  the  embattled  walls  of  the  bastille. 

"  Let  thera  proclaim,"  she  called  aloud,  "  that 
none  prvsuniu  to  lay  dostriKtive  hands  on  the 
church,  ita  ministers,  ch-  its  posaessioQB }  let  every 
ontt  r<rin<-Tnbi-r  tliat  he  b  a  deliverer,  not  a  robber, 
and  that  he  is  to  do  no  more  barm  even  to  bis  en«< 
nies  tlian  is  necessary  to  dtsposoeas  them  of  what 
they  unjustly  t^ikc.  And  now,"  aha  continued  to 
vol..  in.  ■ 


aawaij 
ThaaaJ^ 
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thow  round  her,  "  fight  bmvely,  ■■  nen  dnuU 
fight  for  their  couQtr}*.  not  as  bnitos,  rmdiDg  ■ 
\a\t0  out  of  Mch  otltor's  mouUu.  Fanmi  1  i«> 
VVBt.l  !" 

WiUi  tluit  a  discharge  of  arrows  ogaittsl  lb' ' 
Ullc  took  place,  and  th«y  wprc  such  as,  being  liu«i 
through  small  bags  of  coiiibuetiblcs,  lighted  witbi 
slow  rantdi,  might  help  to  bum  the  miodni  pi* 
which  fonnrd  part  of  the  entnrnchnentarUM  pufc 
«r  outer  enclosure,  wtwre  tlie  huts  of  •omtt  of  lt« 
eolJiory  were  pitched.  The  French  followed  dinrtl; 
upon  their  niiuiles.  The  content  was  long  aalj 
Arduous.  The  govunwr  of  the  fort  beii^  i 
tlio  command  had  still  iluvolved  upon  an 
rienced  axx)  vnhant  soldier,  who  did  ull  tliaL  Tfi 
Guerrart  tiunsclf,  then  at  Montureaii,  could  fasfi 
done  for  defence. 

"  Tliis  in  no  attack,  such  as  tbe3P  usually  oiakv." 
said  Richard  Watore  j "  wliea  tbey  strike  hoUy,  and. 
if  l\wy  are  ri'pulsed,  as  they  ever  have  beun,  tbiy 
ruliru  ujid  Icitvu  us  for  the  day." 

"  That  is  the  standard,"  olnarTod  to  him  an  aU 
soldier,  *<tliat  1  saw  poia  by  into  Urleuna  hut 
Friday  night,  and  that  is  tb*  maiden  who  beora  itt 
look  you,  sir,  how  she  presses  onward  iu  titu  throng, 
putting  all  aside,  and  bearing  right  up  to  our  «b- 
treuchmiiitc," 

"  Send  one  to  the  Lord»  of  Shrewsbury  ami  Sol- 
fulk,"  said  U'aU'ni;  ''it  is  fit  they  knuw  of  tJii>;J 
quick  !     Ralph    Poynings !    you    hare  spevd 
»trength ;  tell  them  that  we  can  and  will  hold  oot,^ 
but  that  Uic  maiden  is  at  our  gatee,  with  many  t»J 
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help  her,  and,  though' we  would  fain  have  the  ho- 
nour of  f<Mling  Iter  and  them  nil,  jet  that  I  dnr« 
Dot  take  Kich  re«ponsU>iUty  upon  myself  as  to  leave 
them  unadvised  of  it !     Now,  away,  for  thy  life  !" 

"  They  pour  on  u»  amain  *."  criod  Sir  Philip 
Gargrave,  coming  to  tlie  battlement  where  the 
captain  rfood.  "  They  were  wont  to  run  when  a  few 
had  fallen ;  now  the  very  woundod  wtrike  again,  and 
tboae  wh»  full  an:  replaced,  us  if  the  now  comen 
envied  them  their  fate," 

"  What  cheer  is  that?"  asked  Water«. 

"  Huzxa !  indeed,"  shouted  the  young  knight. 
**  Our  men  have  Mllied  and  driven  them  bock, 
sweeping  away  their  ladders,  like  standing  corn  in 
the  tempest.  FareweU,  I  stay  too  long  ftom  the 
ODiet." 

With  that  he  ruihed  to  t)io  thickest  of  the  fray, 
at  the  gate  of  iJie  outer  park. 

"Again  Uiut  Itotuier,"  crte<l  Waters,  "H  tmd 
di«q)pMiwd  for  a  moment,  and  ogun  a  rtuwer  of 
fire  upon  the  park  1  Ah,  poorOaigraTe,  heiaatnKk 
down  already."  ■■■'  l 

"  But  the  banner  is  waved  over  him,  an<l  he  is 
i>«ffl,"  olxerred  Uw  soldier,  who  followed  hi« leader 
fi^im  place  to  place,  as  if  to  bear  his  immediate 
orders. 

"  The  pales  and  huts  are  in  a  blaze  i  down  with 
me,  John  Edwards,"  now  shouted  the  leader ; 
"  we  must  put  oat  that  fire,  or  they  will  win  the 
park." 

And  Iwre  the  contest  waxed  broader  and  sterner, 
as  the  fire  or  the  strength  of  the  French,  who  hod 
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now  gained  an  cpnoing  by  ttie  flatw,  threw  daa* 
moroof  thoooclocum,  nod  enabled  th«  amOiaitU 
prose  up  the  bank  of  tbo  ditch,  and  to  join  IsBdtB 
Itand  witli  the  defenders. 

Inch  by  inch,  n«  thn  English  wen  strurk  dem  ii 
tlifir  p1»CG«,  advanced  the  etandani  of  tlte  tmkks; 
one  tremendous  charge,  hewled  by  W'utt-n  iiimwtf. 
almost  drove  it  from  tlw  dicputrNl  fjround,  but  tt* 
vigorous  arm  and  cool  courage  of  D'Aulon  vnn  tht 
guardians  of  bis  mistreseV  fortune*,  and  Wahn 
hiniaelfTet>led  underbid  blow.  Th«  Bastard  had  «ilfc 
another  jiarty  scnlixl  Uw  tiide  of  the  ]iark  nMiWl 
tlip  rivur,  And  brought  fri-^lt  etrengtli  to  those  wta 
had  destroj-ed  about  a  third  of  tlut  front  of  tin 
enclosure. 

Tlip  Bngbsli  wen]  livRiin'^  )n.  **  Back,  back,! 
the  bastille  V  shouted  W'nlers,  ue  be  recorervd  I 
self,  and,  afWr  a  frvr  inhiute-i'  fighting,  the 
was  dit>cti>d  behind  the  mronger  mounds  of  Mrtk 
and  stone.     The  defender;  cont«nt»d   tltrmtrhM 
with  gazing  on  their  burning  hutabekiw,  wKrclil)^ 
assailants  now  threw  in  brands  against  every  y 
Uio  building  they  judged  to  be  combustibla,  I 
for  a  short  lime  the  more  terribte  «8miig«  i 
niApended. 

'  "  Saw  you  if  Kaljth  passed  tbiin  7"  n^td 
Waters  of  his  WMiried  but  rtill  constant  com- 
panion. 

''  He  fell  into  their  bands,  and  tliey  gave  him  : 
(juurUtr,"  replied  the  soldier. 

"They  will  not  timk-rftund   our  need!"'   one 
Waters,  "  or  tliey  would  help  us  ;  tbey  beUcn 
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Strang  enough,  st  leoA  to  k««p  w)iat  wo  Imvc,  bat 
I  would  iiot  haw  it  that  w«  sKould  be  tlie  first  to 
Bufil-r  miachsnce  at  thU  siege." 

"  AU  is  well,  air — look  u>  Uic  north !"  excl^meil 
Edwards ;  '<  thoM»  of  Qw  haxiUiti  of  St.  Povair  are 
coming  oul  upon  th«m  into  th«  open  Gold." 

"OjK-n  the  gat«,  and  ujiou  Uiem  once  more, 
tbtD '."  sh&uted  Wat«rs,  and  lie  was  in  the  front  of 
his  meo  ahnoL  a*  )io  upoku. 

Edward*  coltud  a(^r  him  ia  vain.  "  Tho  butuiur 
of  Ste.  Severe  is  coining  from  the  town !  they  are 
throwing  tJietnselves  between  our  friends  and  tlie 
Fkench  host !"  Tli«  rtilly  was  alrewdy  nia<U<,  and  a 
bc^d  and  hardy  fight  ensued  amid  the  ruins  of  th« 
still  burning  huts. 

At  lengtli  thuse  wlto  remained  upon  the  walls 
beheld  the  English  of  .St.  Povnir  standing  as  it  were 
at  bay  belbre  tho  forces  from  Orleans  under  St«. 
Severe,  tlie  Loixl  of  Ora\iUe.  and  the  Baron  of 
Couloucaa ;  tliey  made,  ^uoh  of  tiioui  as  could  l>e 
Spared,  one  bold  dash  from  the  gate  to  bring  in 
thoir  comradi's,  and  with  some  loss  succeeded. 
Again  the  f;ate  was  closed,  and  the  combatants 
we  It:  M?parttli;d. 

"Xliey  aro  oar's,  yet,"  crivd  Jeanne,  a*  sliu 
waved  her  standard  towards  tlic  gate ;  "  do  not 
let  tliese  huts  burn  usele-suly,  there  are  still  wHua  of 
them  uiiUuuched  ;  make  a  pile  before  tho  arch,  and 
we  fihaU  take  the  fort." 

D'Aulon  and  h«r  own  iumedinte  friends,  for  No* 
vdompont  and  Poulengy  were  with  her  in  the 
•ally  as  tliey  had  been  througliout,  thougli  their  con- 
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ndenttion  was  loat  in  the  crowd  of  gmur  bb* 
nkled  in  ftU  that  sbo  comtnaiKled,  ani)  to  ■  i> 
minuteE  a  ficitc  fire  thmtU-ned  the  liM  iliifi^irf 
tbe  Knglish  in  iumoet  vuli>em)>l«  pare 

Sliowcrs  of  (lurts,  the  verj'  .ttones  of  tbe  boUdiii^ 
wera  tlirowo  down  upon  the  pile  and  (IwM.vfai 
fed  it  (  the  flaming  brands  vrure  Uit>m«r>lna  huiM 
back  on  lite  poinb)  of  luicaa  upon  the  FVcDdi;  bfi 
Jeanne  kopt  her  standard  still  near,  ni&liing  afttf 
the  pile  when  it  was  needful  to  repair  iu  ium, 
mid  tli<-ti  taking  h«r  plaoa  b»  a  rallying  lign  b 
tlioEe  w)io  should  profit  hj  the  event.  Th*  pf 
gave  way,  and,  as  it  crashed  and  crumbled,  a  pntf 
were  ready  by  Utn  orders  of  the  Baatard  Id  deaf  * 
wa;  for  tha  knights,  and  a  vloee  body  of  tiw  bat 
warriors  pressed  through  the  opening. 

'Vhb  i«st  was  but  a  work  of  carnage.  IV  W 
tillc  was  won,  and,  though  yet  groups  and  nngl* 
warriors  fought  hard  for  tho  tifo  wliicli  their  cxi»- 
perated  foes  panted  to  take,  no  coniddarabh  bod; 
could  be  collocted  to  oppose  1h<>  gt'neial  avaalL 
Some  threw  themaelvm  into  t\w  church,  and,  nul- 
ing  aside  their  anua,  habited  themselves  a*  printi) 
but  when,  in  spite  of  the  orders  of  tlie  maiden,  t^ 
doors  were  thrown  down,  thoy,  too,  wt)ru  dragi^ 
flrom  tlie  tower  where  they  had  taken  refu^.  aM 
but  that  Jeanne  affiicted  to  beliavethsm  wliat  thr; 
pretended  to  he,  they,  too,  would  have  pwrlsbed, 

"  Arc  you  tlie  captain  of  tlw  fort  ?"  she  asked 

of  Waters,  who  lay  bleeding  on  the  ground  banl* 

her;  "give  me  your  nwoni,  mid  live."  Th«  v«ter«n 

'ehspod  tlw  wvapon  to  his  bn-ast^  tmikx),  and  died, 
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« Stand  bedt !"  slie  said  to  a  eoldi«r  «1io  mp- 
proachc<d  to  rifle  the  body  i  "  stand  back,  or  pu 
4ia]|  lie  lywidif  him  ;  I  did  iint  think  men  could  he 
so  brave  in  so  bad  a  cause.  Hv  is  dead  —  ivspcot 
liis  remains  l" 

And  ROW  rashed  in  many  a  fugitive  who  tiad 
catt  a>id»  all  meaim  uf  di^«tM«,  aud  who  couUt 
find  no  {Hty  in  tlw  massacre. 

"  I  am  your  countryman  I"  cried  one,  as  he  Uirew 
hinwelf  ut  lior  feet. 

"  A  fiilse  traitor  I"  Mtumtod  the  citixen,  wlm  pur- 
soed  htm  i  "  a  knavv  of  Talb(>t''s,  whom  1  Iulvc  teen 
active  in  destroying  our  vineyards,  leading  tlie 
Eogtith  to  tlie  spoil." 

"  I  can  mnaom  my  life  witli  what  ooDC«ms  you 
to  hear,"  K'resmed  the  fiigilire. 

"Its  ratuion  is  not  needed,"  said  Jeanne; 
'' spare  him,  friend,  for  my  take,  and  fur  your 
own." 

"  For  you  I  give  the  robber  his  life,"  said  the 
citizen. 

*•  And  you  will  guard  it  from  others  ?" 

"For  you." 

"  Trust  him,  man,  trust  htm,  there  is  good  faith 
between  me  and  the  men  of  Orknm,"  said  Jeanne. 
**  The  bastille  i«  our'K,  is  tlutre  more  to  be  dotw, 
John  of  (>ri«Bn9  ?     Do  any  fight  yet?" 

**  All  i«  won,"  replied  Uie  chief. 

"Then  be  your's  the  task  of  destruction."  she 
cried  to  him  t  "  leave  no  stone  standing  on  anotlier 
to  t«U  whcT«  the  oppreeaore  were.  I  have  another 
tatk:  D'Auloa,Noi-cUiinpo{it,Foul«ngy,allwboloTe 
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nw,  rU  wlio  would  tlo  th«irduty  as  ChfMMiiM^  m 
mo  to  guar<l  tlieeo  prisoaera  mCb  within  Uie  (owe 
1  will  not  loae  sight  of  tliem,  for  blood  it  to  tnra  m 
to  wolvc«,  they  lap  it  onoe>  and  they  eunnot  la>v  tk 
thiraU  Ke<?p  lliem  ofT,  strike  as  Itord  us  ym  \M  a 
battle,  if  aoy  wrong  t)i«tn,  f<]r  I  would  not  btn 
mioh  1i«1]>eTfl  in  another  field,  last  tfao  wtgamoKd 
Hmvt^ii  slioukl  turn  tlioir  aid  to  a  curst;.  Piem^ 
go  you  first,  uid  tct  none  stay  you.  1  will  tib 
rare  that  none  follow.** 

It  was  a  littlo  afW  noon  that  tlie  wsault  bogu, 
and  till'  ^-e^pPT  bells  had  just  ceeaett  wlii?n  Jtmm 
re-entered  Orleane  i  her  Unl  task  was  to  dieposetf 
her  priiioneni  in  safety,  and,  while  the  acirlninatiaBt 
uF  Urn  people  soundwl  again  and  agun,  aa  Ibough 
they  eouki  as  little  lack  strength  us  will  to  rejoioi, 
while  tiio  bells  of  Uie  city  rang  jmuIs  Uiat  sonidal 
tlie  victor}-  to  the  enemy's  lines,  Iboao  who  lookad 
on  her  saw  that  she  wfts  in  teen. 

"  I  went  forth  to  endure,  to  fight,  to  deliver  my 
countrymen,"  die  wid  (o  Jean  Pasquorel.  *'  Tha 
neto»y  is  won,  but  Itow  terrible  is  it !  How  nuuij 
camluM,  heedless  bring;,  happy  lui  hour  ago,  li* 
stiffening  in  their  own  blood !  1  knew  not  that  tb« 
office  of  a  deliremr  vaa  so  near  to  that  of  aa 
executio«»er.*' 

*'**Iti8  an  office  of  wrath,"*  observed  Jflui  PasqUB- 
1^1,  "  but  tiueh  ev«n  the  angels  lltemselvt'a  aome- 
Ijines  bear," 

'""Their  nature  w  above  our'*,"  repliwl  she, ••  und 
they  know  Iho  future  end  see  tlie  end  arid  purjxiee 
of  the  sufFeriog.    I  am  as  weak  as  thu«e  who  are 
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woundiKl  and  (lie,  and  1  tremble  tlint  I  find  myae\( 
tJieir  judge  and  deUroyor,"  .    <v 

"  Do  you  lliun  rcpAUt  of  your  ofRoe  ?"   aakM 

"  I  may  not.  It  U  for  tliat  I  lire,"  sh«  ivpliwl ; 
"  und  tlwugli  metbiiiks  it  would  bw  euier  to  cndur? 
Uian  to  inBict,  y«t  itU  appuintod  tome,andiLinu«t 

"  You  Itave  warned  those  English  of  your  miv- 
sion,  U)e  sin  i^  or  tb«ir  mrn  headsi"  Mid  tJw  chap> 
lain. 


I  luiv<!,   I  liuw,"  anvwered  Jeanne ; 


but 


Ltliey  will  remain,  and  moTu,  many  more  must  pit- 
riab.  1  must  make  tb<>  Httaq)  trial  a  short  one.  I 
liaw  prayed  not  only  of  tlium,  but  of  Heavtm,  tliat 
they  ^tould  go  in  saJToty,  and  leave  our  fields  un- 
itained.  It  is  dreadful  to  look  on  faces  of  death 
•igned  witb  an  evil  sgiiril.  It  is  draadful  to  tliiiik 
that  HMUi  shouUl  slay  his  follow  for  a  word,  or  tbat 
which  is  as  «inpty  as  a  word,  when  all  roiglit  be  m 
hap])y.'' 

*'  Tbe  rurso  iii  on  tho«>  who  bring  tlie  avU.  not 
on  Uiose  wIk>  repel  it,"  said  tlu*  priiML. 

"Alas  I  alas!  on  both  I"  exclaimed  Bhe;**tli« 
Iwt  of  vengeanca  oousumes  the  souls  of  our  own 
wairiort.  T  saw  th«im  strike  down  tti«  defenceleai 
■nd  yiolding,  kill  tlio  wounded  pitilwsly,  murder 
their  prisoners  praying  to  them  in  IxHidfl.  I  would 
Mvo  good  and  innocent  men,  not  set  one  creature 
of  prey  upon  another,  and  tiecoinc  myself  a  part  of 
the  butrherly  baiting.  I  may  not  even  love  those 
for  whom  I  would  die.    Our  aoldiem  must  be  made 
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worthy  of  timr  cauw.  It  shall  bu  proelalBMi!  U*' 
none  preiumo  ngain  to  go  fortli  to  battJi'  till  b«  >•■ 
coofessed  hia  sins  sad  beeu  absolved,  and  be  ii  <* 
the  heads  of  the  confessors,  if  they  nxliort  uA  tbtf 
l>?iiil<.'iit'!  u>  nirrcy  !  And  then  I  will  bepn|Bndb 
■ufler  more  days  like  this,  to  fix  my  cijeu]utitbi 
gate  of  hulpless  pain,  since  Knutce  can  out;  h*  tm- 
soined  bysuch  misety.  I  did  not  think  tho  batUa>fiiM 
80  terrible,  so  uokening.  1  might  have  kBcnni  it 
but  with  n  thoa^t,  but  porhaps  it  wag  msKifd; 
hidden  from  me.  One  must  see  tho  dving,  and  hrti 
the  shriek  and  the  groan.  Li^t  me  at  one*  caOlm 
to  70U,  and  liave  uhttolution,  that  aome  rile  n^ 
wipe  nway  the  wretclH'dDovs  that  oppreaset  aw,  thai 
I  must  slay  men  for  the  take  of  tliose  who  ai«  na 
kinder  or  mote  merciful  tbitn  tiwmselvM." 

*' Slnll  you  go  forth  again  to^norrow?"  atkal 
Jean  Pasquentl. 

"  Nu,  it  k  the  Ascension^"  slie  aaid  ;  "  H<^*«d 
it«i>lf  gives  me  time  and  respte  in  my  task,  and  it 
Is  only  from  Heaven  that  I  can  gain  what  f  wooU 
luiTL',  d^'livcmtiCD  without  slaughter,  or  Artogth  lo 
look  upon  it  iu  Uie  trust  and  aasuranoe  that  it  mtat 
be.  'IVmemnr  must  bo  ijient  with  iIm  wtH^trj 
unrl  rftiicnif ;  prvach  to  them  humanity  tad 
charity;  and  to  go  forth  as  twordH  in  t\w  hand 
Heaven,  fearleRs  nmiC  they  bu  of  their  own  harm, 
but  drMiding  the  tin  of  one  noedlesB  blow.  Tb«n 
is  mtich  yet  to  be  done,  and  I  dread  li<st  1  slmtdd 
beeome  hardened  and  unmerciful  too.  I  would 
they  would  silence  tbc«e  eliouting« !  Whet 
they  but  fierce  yells  of  rciigcance  f"" 
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"  Tliey  reluni  to  tlwir  wives,  to  tboir  children, 
nod  tiwy  may  toll  thi>in  of  the  ho]>e  of  safety,"  ro* 
plied  Pa»quer«l. 

"So  tliey  will  look  upon  thow  th«y  love,  and 
Icaru  to  spare  otben,"  Hutd  the  maiden. 

By  this  time  they  Itad  reached  the  house  of 
Jacques  Boucher,  and  in  that  alooe,  under  the 
giwrd  of  her  owi]  ininiediatu  followttt*,  would  the 
trust  Imtt  prisonon.  Heru,  as  one  disposed  to  ren- 
der such  service,  I  was  permitted  to  remain,  and  I 
talked  with  Edwards  among  the  rot  of  the 
changed  fortune*  of  Uiv  fi«ld. 

Fur  Jeanne,  tlie  retired  to  her  chamber,  to  re- 
pair the  omission  of  her  liaste,  by  coufeaaing  to 
JeoQ  Pasquerel;  end  that  over,  t\w  ro»orti>d  with 
tlie  thou«andi  who  waited  for  her  to  tha  CaUtedral, 
to  return  t)ianks  for  the  victory.  Even  there  men'fl 
eyes  were  6xed  upon  her,  as  Diougli  she  were  tlieir 
tut«-lar,  a  part  of  Uicir  religion  and  it*  •erWce,  and 
tin)  priests  themselves,  at  tlie  conclusion,  joined 
in  the  general  coitgratulation,  welcomed  and  bleesed 
the  lieroine  and  ptopbeten. 

Still  nd,  but  mora  composed,  she  returned  to  the 
bouse.  But  Madame  Boucher  won  Iwr  at  last  to 
smile  I  she  ajtoke  of  Domretny,  and  with  Charlotte, 
Alarie,  ainl  Pierre,  expatiated  on  Uh^  Hve!i  w]jii.-li 
perhaps  wen  saved  there,  by  the  wounds  inflicted 
before  Orleans.  This,  and  her  exorcises  performed, 
and  iho  thought  of  a  peaceful  morrow,  wut  )>er 
mot*  i^addly  to  rest,  in  spite  of  the  terrible  reality 
whidi  had  that  day  been  suhetituted  for  Iter  visions 
of  glory  atxl  deliverance,  in  Apitu  of  Uiat  bitter  dis* 
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appointment,  the  unworthinoes  of  muy  (or 
she  tiad  to  contend,  in  apilv  of  tlie  oow  iiipnwi 
bililj'  Utat  wAigticd  hfuviirst  on  all,  theauthohtrrf 
lif*  ut>d  <iaath — ilrath  whkli  she  felt  ms  bot  tbi 
casting  oppD  of  tli«  portals  of  ex  ixtcoce. 

I'he  truce  of  tlw  ti(.«t  tiny,  fur  such  it  bacaot  a 
eflcsrt,  g»vi>!  time  itnd  opportunity  to  all  tu  exoniv 
tlicir  own  sepanto  interefitB  or  duti^^s,  as  thny  ff- 
ferred  the  one  or  the  other.  D'Aulon  luul  tern  with 
ndiiiimtion  the  prenrnce  oi'  mind  and  imtfaiMinlk 
valour  of  tiw  maidfii,  wtuxn  hu  was  specully  a^ 
pointed  to  watch  ov«r.  ' 

"  They  tliwart  Iter  fooliBhly,"  said  lie  ta 
Ptuquorvl ;  *'  th»  M)ldivn<  follow  her  us  tb' 
evil  could  happen  under  h«r  loading,  and  tlir 
chiefs  should  ki>i>w  Uiat  such  n  power  wi<w)y  md 
is  victory,  1  will  ncitltcr  enibanass  ittt  wttii  b^ 
rioo,  iMT  wek  to  nilo  her  like  a  child  by  pntvixH 
and  lice  ;  Iter  genius  will  buret  ail  tht^e  flimsy  w«fai. 
But  ex{)erit»n(^  can  well  second  wtiat  it  sliould  Dot 
thwart.  1  jtliall  b«st  serve  the  king,  who  placed  na 
about  her  pereon,  and  her  own  glory,  to  be  nvody 
with  aid  at  wied,  wIkh  her  for^iglit  may  fail, 
or  her  daring  outstrip  hi>r  power.  Tberv  isoM 
man  of  whom  1  will  make  a  good  frwnd,  Maltrv 
Jean,  t]ie  gunner.  His  strady  aim.  constantly 
iready  to  Huccmur  her  at  need,  shall  well  help  the 
opinion  that  dotinii  her  inviiKible.  1  will  give  op 
tin  honour  of  tlw  adviutoe,  and  think  only  of  a 
wolUsecureJ  retreat  in  case  of  unfuri'sivn  disaeiar, 
Myn^lory  in  this  war  shall  befid^ityantl  prudance." 

'<  8o  bIiaU  you  do  your  duty  DiOBt  hoooumbly-/* 
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raplitril  the  chaplain ;  "  nor  skull  such  dcwd*  be 
hidden;  tim  occasion  cmikii  to  aveiy  one  who  is 
Worthy  of  it,  for  tliough  Proridcnoe  is  no  niggard, 
tt  ii  no  ep«n<ltbrift  of  grvat  qualities.  And  h«« 
ttxnes  one  wortiiy  to  join  with  you  in  such  efforts. 
Welcomi;^  Brother  Nicolas,"  he  continued,  &>!• 
drewbg  de  G)r£nu>,  *'  you  come  with  news  for  tb* 
maiden ;  Iter  short  and  i-li^ur  ac<'ount  witli  Himven  {s 
nunmcd  up,  and  she  will  be  glad  to  see  her  frieods." 

"  I  comn  Trotn  the  council  which  sits  at  the 
ChaiM:cllor*s,"  n^plied  do  (iir^me,  "whicli  I  do 
not  join,  for  I  will  m-itlKT  bo  luapectcd  by  ihusv 
who  are  in  it,  nor  prove  untrua  to  Iwr  whom  they 
spedi  of.  It  is  hard  to  my,  whether  last  night 
Ittth  raised  more  HUrprise  or  envy  in  their  brcute.  I 
■peak  not  of  John  of  Orhnns,orof  Ste.  Stfvero,  or  La 
Bira,  or  any  of  those  who  shared  ia  last  night's  work, 
and  behi'ld  tlu;  iii«pired  courage  tliat  avliivvi^l  it. 
Many  buliure  und  udinirv,  ami  others  iuro  Uie  grace 
to  foe  silent.  But  there  art'  eonMi  wlw  have  no  thought 
bat  of  their  owji  advantage  or  lues.  The  war  has 
nado  cnt'4)  tnd«n  in  Kuccess  and  defeat,  and  there 
ore  who  would  sdl  her  witli  all  Iter  iioblo  during 
and  uuselfiiih  zeal  for  the  goTonunent  of  a  town,  or 
even  Hk  pniiM!  of  n  day's  light." 

"  Tlw  cur«  of  Ui»ir  own  cunning,  wliifh  tiM>j- 
mifitake  for  wisdom,  be  upon  theni !"  cried  Jean 
.fosquerel. 

"  Ami  that  ihall  confound  them,"  echoed  Nioote 
de  Gir(D>e. 

"  I  thank  you,  noble  sir,  for  your  honnst  favour 
toliorf^said  U'Auluu,wanulyt.-mhrucingth*Koigbt 
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of  SU  John. .  "  I  am  not  of  ibo  giwipvt  U  i 
who  load  thU  war  ;  but  if  you  will  enWr  vUki 
a  one  into  a  compact  tliat  may  eavour  oT  tog  nuA 
honour  for  hint,  we  wiLJ,  indeRj,  btt  lia  tnt 
council,  to  vratcli  and  think  fur  ttor,  and  ik  it 
Euch  servtco  iw  vhc  herseJf  woul'l  luiv*  of  i» 
It  ebould  be  ooough  that  alto  is  ebargvd  hij  ik 
king  vfitli  high  trust]  but  1  bav«  walobod  b« 
j«ah)usly,  dTeailiitfi;  lest  such  confidmc*  fltoaU  l> 
ill-udviiwd ;  and  I,  hor  speciaUy  niipointed  con- 
eellor,  might  share  tn  the  ignominy  or  ridieuli  cf 
failure.  But  bIw  is  tiue  as  the  u  amjtlt\  ckinug 
Kws  than  her  dti«  for  borMlf;  she  u  bni>T  wi 
prtjnipl,  and  hath  tlmt  oye  which  ig  uecdc'd  in  • 
battle-field  for  advantage  or  th«  repair  of  la*. 
Moti  beliBYv  in  Ikt  Ux>,  aod  ev«D  die  clworfuU;  bji 
bar  tidtt.    Site  hath  Uiu  forluno  of  victory." 

"Why  not  iiKplratioQ?   why  not   iJui  bolp 
HoaveaP"   exclaiin«d  Jean  Pastiuerul. 
that  I,  who  know  nvery  wvret  of  Itur  heart, 
not  tvar,  but  for  my  oath,  to  declare  t>  yuu  pv 
word  shfl  has  eaid  to  me  at  the  coafeBaiuiiul,  and  i 
claim  your  faith  by  thnt.    She  is  as  much 
natfU  as  «hv  is  too  nobl*  to  lie." 

"  I  nnither  deny  nor  aesert,"  said  D'Aulon  ;  " 
am  ready  to  admit  ^^at  wonders ;  aod  what  n  inc 
I  am  read}'  tu  show  my  full  trust  in  iliu  fulura. 

"  And  I  tu  t)te  death,  and  with  the  full  coufi*; 
deuce  of  beliaf,"  aaid  Niu^  de  Cirtoio, 
would  be  a  wrotclied  world  indeed  werv  titer*  wl 
such  hoBJis  in  it ;  and  such  ouwt  be  tli«  noept 
of  HMTvn's  favour  and  of  iU  power." 
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'■"'Amen;  (at  1  would  hope  it,"  «ai<l  D'Aukin. 
'^  I  ^mll  \mfy  mj-eelf  now  wiUi  what  conoerm  lior; 
aod  for  tliia  council  I  can  l«ave  her  to  none  abler 
or  more  likely  to  hu  hi^nl  by  her  than  ^-oureelf." 

Soon  nftcr  tht'  doparturv  of  D'Aulon,  JeauiMi  )ier> 
self  joined  her  two  {iiends, 

*•  They  would  Itave  you  know  their  will,  yet 
take  no  pnrt  in  ttivir  deliborattons,"  said  Xicole  de 
Git^in«.  "  They  a0i%t  a  tfxncy,  in  which  I  have 
refuaed  to  ahare :  even  now  they  are  assembled  at 
th«  ChonccUorV  of  th«  city,  and  tliey  know  that  I 
•Iiall  apprise  you  of  thvir  d<>libenttton«." 

"  It  heeds  but  little,  my  resolution  is  fixed," 
replied  Jeannette,  with  a  fixed  Bt«rnn«u,  which 
contrasted  strongly  with  the  kind  racepljon  9li«  had 
given  to  the  knight ;  "  but  you  arc  not  of  them." 

"  I  am  ymir's,  vowed  to  your  service,  if  you  will 
acc«pt  ray  ])OOf  efforta,"  iv^^ed  Nicol«. 

"  I  do  frankly  awept  them,"  said  tlie  maiden ; 
**  what  would  you  have  me  do?" 

"  Throw  no  show  of  disunion  in  the  way  of  luc- 
oeM  tliot  can  by  any  means  he  avoided  or  concealed. 
Even  contend  not  with  them  for  fame " 

"  Let  them  do  the  work  and  take  all,"  interruptinl 
she;  ''or  let  Itiem  allow  me  freely  to  du  what  ru- 
niaiii«  to  he  doni! ;  and  let  them  pert  the  honour 
by  lot,  or  wmngle  for  it  like  dogs  till  tliey  wony 
each  other.  It  is  the  task  itself  for  which  I  con- 
tend, or  rather  whicli  I  will  have  done ;  for  I  have 
both  the  proiniae  from  Heaven  and  tlia  power  on 
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bought  both  (l«nrly  P  But  eouugh  i  I  «3  te 
pHti«nt  witit  tlwm  j  thny  maj  tulk  to-ib;,  nd  I 
will  liateo  (  wltat  eUe  ?** 

"  If  UiRy  tttU  you  of  tiieit-  rasolvw^  b«  swt  It* 
jou  kiK>w  tllum  «U,"  Tuplieil  the  kni^it.    "  BoM* 
tliat   tlii^y  place   you   oot   in   tim   po»t  of 
while  they  rush  to  tJiat  of  ousy  victoiy." 

"  Ha !  ha !"  «xclaiiiHHl  she,  wiUi  a  i 
laugh  ;  "  be  thut  ax  \\tfy  may  devise;  and  let  I 
Iwwure  Ivit  Uw  vivton-  come  where  titoy  beb 
dflf^at,  and  d«ath  where  ttuiy  look  for  triuBif 
But  yiiu  would  hav«  nie  inetit  Uieni.  I  liavc  I 
tiino  for  sue))  inlNtrablft  y-ttt,  for  I  have  tJiftt  to  i 
must  satisfy  my  own  eool  before  tlie  momw ; 
I  will  not  court  dbtcord,  leajtt  uf  all,  by  twUt. 
FatiHT,"  tih«  added  to  PawiuereJ,  "let  agiuo  k 
third  fopy  b»  mode  of  uiy  Itrtter  to  the  Emliah 
cbieft.  I  have  not  ceasetl  to  entreat  for  thow  Uwy 
limd  ;  they  may  not  be  so  hard  and  evil  ns  yoter- 
day;  Ui«y  mufl  Imvvfvlt  pity  for  tboM  who  fdl. 
At  least  1  will  act  as  if  I  had  that  hope,  thuugb 
«uch  is  not  apoken  to  nie.  Now  to  ihe  ChunoaUnt^ 
witlt  you,  noble  lir  t  my  pugM  wmit  dio,  nod  thall 
go  with  us }  ai>d  ae  I  hear  he  hath  a  nolile  huly  to 
)u)  wife,  who  will  givt>  me  her  aoci*^  till  tlicir  good 
pliHiture  may  be  known  to  mc" 

.  Th«  (.-ouiicil  was  long,  spcrct,  and  cautious;  bu 
Nicole  do  Girftme  had  well  penetratod  its  rMuha? 
Dc  Bays,  and  tiie  party  who  went  woll  dispoMd  lo 
sewnd  him,  bad  propMod  a  plan  that  seom«ct  at 
once  fm^ble  aod  wlTaotageous  to    Um  gmetal 
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.•^*  Tl»  cutem  gate  is  delivered,"  he  ttid  j  "  all 
that  we  DOW  need  utiti)  tlic  greater  army,  which  is 
being  collept«?iI,  ran  iirrive,  ta  tlie  frw  cumree  of  the 
river  t'rarn  Um  same  eiile.  Thv  baatiVe  of  St.  J«An 
lo  Blanc,  which  waa  the  firct  obetacle  to  our  oon- 
vq-,  OQCe  taken,  wo  can  hold  Orl.ww  for  I'vor,  wiUi 
our  prf»>nt  etrcngth,  and  kwp  wdl  Euppliixl  oiir 
DOW  full  stock  of  ainmiuiition  and  provisions.  Ad 
attack  upon  the  gri>at  bastilles  of  St.  I^iircnt  and 
LoiMJon  would  be  an  entcrpria>'tlwy  woulil  i^pel 
vitb  all  MiMT  force,  lliu  fettrs,  which  yesterday 
ntust  linvu  lauglit  them,  would  make  Utem  draw 
from  Uie  soutbeni  side  all  Ui«ir  fgrc«K  to  rviwl  tlie 
attack ;  tiwn,  at  good  atlvantage,  we  might  pa«s 
tlw  rivDr,  and  the  only  fortress  that  we  peed  would 
be  our'6." 

"  And  who  whoiild  lead  tho  feint  against  Talbot 
in  thr  Ht.  Launmt?"  a^ketl  8te.  Severe. 

^'  The  maiden,  assuredly,"  replied  De  Kay>. 
■'  It  niuirt  be  her  Imnner  that  will  draw  nil  the  lioat 
of  the  Bnglith  to  meet  it." 

•  And  there,  600,  would  be  my  banner,"  said  8t«. 
Saven".  "  You  will  nwsl  no  follower*  wlw  go  to 
attack  do«erte<)  forts," 

But  many  claimed  to  bo  of  this  pxpcditioat 
though  Jolin  of  OrU'on*,  ba  Hire,  Xantrailles,  and 
the  braro^t,  a^ignixl  to  tlivmwiirvs  tlt«  attack  of 
the  great  bastilles  under  the  banner  of  lite  maiden; 

"  She  muHt  not  IxHtcw  that  her  attack  is  but  n  ' 
feint,"  said  Dv  Rays ;  "  all  de|)i-ndi  upon  its  vigmir," 

'*  You  will  tell   her  wimt  you  plt-a*',  oa  yoil ' 
alwayn  liavo  done,"  replied  St©.  Severe. 
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<'  And  wo,"  wia  La  HiK,  *'  inay  dootir  bcflttl 
prore  your  words  fi^ood  thl«  titD«.  By  my  lwiia|*| 
stttiT,  wliicl)  I  love  Ibe  better  since  I  fvranbyiif'l 
her  Kuk«,  -mt  will  do  our  beet  to  am  jrou  from  hn\ 
reproaob !" 

"  You  will  say  nothiug  then  of  our  p«rt  af  Ih 
ooberprixe ;  le«l  alie  may  tlisdose  or  mar  it." 

"  Speak  fur  yourself,"  replied  Joho  of  Orir«Mi 
*•  I  shall  say  nothing  nAedleasly ;    aud  m  1  «3 
tihar«  her  danger,  I  shall  conci-ol    tiothii^ 
hoDOurftbly," 

"  ThoD  go  you,  3i«Mti«  Ambrose  <)«  Ufr." 
said  I>e  Rays,  '*  and  let  tier,  if  it  pleoM  yoQ,  lUM* 
that  we  await  h«r." 

Stw  uuii«  i  uml  D«  Rays  dolivtrred  to  bar  Am 
plau  of  HtUtck  upon  tha  basilic  held  by  Talbot, 
as  ttu!  rcsult  of  their  debate.  She  would  hatSj 
haw  wanted  the  warning  of  Nicole  de  Girfam  to 
detect  tiie  Int^inoerity.  '*  You  have  not  lob)  mr 
all,"  she  said  sternly,  and  paced  the  room  with  s 
quick  and  angry  »t«p.  '*  When  camo  it  first  inu 
tlw  bmin  uf  Messire  de  Rays  to  go  ri^t  with  oar 
qmaller  force  to  the  attack  of  Talbot?  Aro  JDH,^ 
yourself,  to  be  of  this  exp<K)ition,  that  you  so  lufwlyfl 
believH  in  tho  suct'f*^  yoii  Imvc  always  doubted  ?'       i 

"  The  leading  will  be  your's,"  r\-plied  de  Uap. 

**  My  leading  will  be  where  1  appoint,"  euid  sbr 
calmly  and  fixedly ;  "  Uuit,  nt  least,  is  miae  to 
ohoow.  The  people  and  tlte  suliliprs  will  (oUow 
wtwre  I  direct  tliein.  l>o  you  think  to  dooeive  bm 
twice  i  Hear  me,  sirs,  I  nm  not  wlmt  I  have  b«co. 
I  am  Dot  cren  suoh  as  I  was  yesterday  ;  not  b^    - 
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IteuBP  of  that  triumph — not  becaufo  nM>n  are  reudy 

hail  tat,  nnd  togo  with  me  to  the  on«luught :  but 

,uee  1  hare  now  indeed  »oi>n  war,  and  know 

iearful  itia  to  iragn  it.     Tlw  command  which 

could  ti«  mu  to  it  is  on  my  80ul,  with  which 

*  «w  of  you  «baU  palter.  If  I  dj-e  niy  hand  in 
human  blood,  it  afaall  bo  as  I  may  bent  answer  it  to 
I  will  oboy  notliing  bat  tbo  right,  and  the 
'dIc'Mi  that  speak  it  to  me.  Of  me  you  might 
make  the  poor  tool  ol'  your  own  mi»enil>l«  ambition, 
were  1  one  wltom  nuch  ambition  alunc  l«d. 
But  I  am  mfo  from  you,  for  that  I  Kek  nothing  for 
mysdlf.     Tell  me  your  plans  if  you  will ;  tliat  if 

y  be  such  aa  I  may  follow,  tlwy  may  not  be 

witrtrd  by  me ;  conceal  them,  and  he  the  peril 
on  yourealveB ;  for  of  thie  be  assured  that  a  second 
cheat  will  he  powerleM ;  your  words  an;  now  of  nu 
account  with  m«,  save  as  yo\ir  counsels  follow  mine ; 
for  you  yourselves  have  taught  me  not  to  trust 
them." 

♦*  if  you  have  not  yet  beard  all— ^"  aaid  John 
ofOrkitm. 

"  Bastard,"  intt^rrupted  she,  "  yoii  arp  brave, 
an«l  need  not  to  build  your  name  upon  treachery 
and  dMH^it ;  let  th«m  take  their  rounto  without 
;pour  excuse.  You  did  not  fight  yesterday  &a  one 
who  would  dnerl  or  h«ilray,'^ 

•*  I  should  have  been  with  you  on  t)io  morrow," 
heanswered,"  wltilesome  of  these  would  havebvvn 
dMwhcre  t  they  wouM  divide  our  battles  ;  is  it  so  ?" 

■*  We  w^iuld  ham  taken  llie  h'>«t  advantage  we 
might  of  tlie  confusion  or  error  of  uur  eDemi«t  if 
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Tiip  forwd'tinaiiimitj'  of  Uii>  diipft,  und  tli*  en* 
thusittsm  uf  Llie  ciUxvtif  and  the  eoldicry,  who  had 
now  learnod  to  iivc  together  as  relations  endeared  to 
eaph  other  by  common  dangort  and  wiuitx,  hftJ 
their  ftill  pil«rf  on  I'lo  pnii>arutioiig  of  Um  morning. 
The  barks  wwrc  prcparod  on  the  northern  side  of  fl 
the  river,  collected  long  before  daybrf-nk,  at  tiie  ™ 
jK)int  whi'nf  0  they  wero  to  pass  ovt'r  to  on  island  at 
ft  small  distance  from  St.  Jean  le  Blanc,  and  canaon  H 
were  ivady  at  the  Burgundy  Gate,  to  be  <lrawn      . 
down  and  (■mlmrWed  unilcr  the  inspi-ction  of  D'Au- 
Ion  and  Mnitre  Jean, 

While  the  embarkation  was  taking  place,  Nicole 
d«  Gir^me  conferrnl  with  Jeanne,  who«e  d(?votion« 
with  Jean  PasqwPrvl  hud  long  rince  Ixtn  completed 
"  Goard  yourself  well,"  ehe  said  to  him,  "  for  I 
shall  need  you.  Let  your  help  come  when  1  ask 
it;  to-day  remain  tn  thr  town  for  its  Eut«ty,  or 
take  grwit  heed  if  you  come  forth.  Two  day* 
shall  Bcsurcely  paas  before  all  sliall  see  that'  you  arc 
not  idle ;  but  if  I  loxe  you  I  «hall  find  no  other  M 
to  truft  and  obey  m^,  and  by  whom  I  can  guide  ^| 
the  people  to  that  they  muHt  do."  H 

"  I  will  to-day  be  with  D'Aulon,  and  those  who 
are  to  guard  your  Mtn^at,"  rejiliinl  he,  ^ 

«  Retreat !  why  talk  of  rrtrrot  I  this  is  of  their  H 
councils,"  exchiimed  .(eanne ;  "  but  I  have  heard  of     '' 
no  retreat  from  my  V'oiceii,  and  it  shall  not  o^tA. 
But  rnnain  you  in   safety.     Let  them  apeak  no  fl 
such  word  as  retreat  in  the  hearing  of  the  peof^," 
she  resumed,   after  a  moment's  pause.      "  It  i« 
onwHd  1  onward !  onward  f  that  wc  must  go  til) 
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ifdooe.    And  toitdallbemi 

My,  aoA  all  tfaey  k^m  hem  todft-* 

When  all  ku  raadj   6r  ttav 
pUcctl  hcrbADan'»ttbppnHraftb»l 
■nJ,  with  man;  of  the  «Uer 

tnnAlti^  aa  the  Ule,  whicfa  Ckbh 

InezvMii  ia  tine  an^Aonbooi  of  Uh  ORBfieacd 
^Uurt.       As  aooo  as  a  Mrfbieat  ai 
^to  maintain  the  pontkn.  Mm  of  the  i 

brought  luuDil  Uw  ialaod  towaida  ib«  ■oocban  Aoie, 

BO  a«  to  forni  B  bridge  from  it  to  tba  PBifW—  bvifc. 

The  furt  lajr  brfbrv  tfann,  bat  no  ogB  <f  daCnee 

appeared  on  ttB  walls.    The  leadns  dMckcd,  doofat- 

m  of  stratagem.    *'On,  on!"  oomI  J«BBtM,  tiii> 

I)<jitii.'iuljr }  *'  be  thnr  plans  what  ib^  nojr,  tfatn 

must  be  means  fixind  to  eataaater  tbaa ;  tbe;  can 

be  biit  aniiMl  men  bcfatod  tiMir  walk  aojr  ncm  tbaa 

Uiey  Would  be  upon  tbem  t     Forwanl  f* 

B|    With  her  standard  in  her  hand  she  rode  strsigbt 

HtO  the  gatv,  followed  b;  Im  Hire,  Paakagjt  Nove- 

|[)ompoDt,  XantrailleB,  aod  soua  aAer  by  John  of 

Orleans  himself.      But  the  gate  WM  open,  the 

brtms  was  dismanUcd,  the  tnnex  walla  wbtq  burled 

down  in  ruins,  and  only   such  an  appearance  of 

strength    left,    by   palings  feebly  proppml,    aad 

rucking  Imllow  mounds,  and  walla  that  tottered  to 

l^ie  foundation,  as  niij;;lit  for  a  moment  of  hiaitalif.u 

Ideceiw  a,  l>mtirgin^  furcQ. 

"  Glosdale  ii  detenninad  to  hold  us  to  a  desperate 
atcst,"  said  John  of  Orleans. 

llias  given  us  beru  an  easy  adk-untugv."  n-, 
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*'On«  to  be  mistrusted;"  eaidUh!  BiuUird.  "I  tec 
no  fligiis  j-et  of  Irpacliery  or  stratagem." 

"TliKt  niBjr  <aon  bu  provml,"  rtpliod  La  Hire. 
"  (  will  myself  make  aearcli,  tf  all  else  clioasa  to 
retire." 

<*  I  sIhu«  tliat  task  witli  jwu,"  said  tlw  leader, 
and  JeoDne  and  the  others,  without  epeakiog',  vent 
thraugli  part  of  the  extvnt  of  the  fortrcsit,  wliiie  La 
Hirvand  the  Bastard  seart:lt«l  the  rost.  By  tliia 
time  [)e  Haya,  Ste.  Suvorc,  and  the  other  chiofB. 
hnd  coma  up  with  thein. 

"  Tliora  ia  no  (ign  of  an  enemy  nearer  than  tile 
bvtille  of  tlw  Augustiiw,"  said  Stu.  Set-ore.  "  I 
have  well  BCoured  the  plain  around ;  tliey  hure 
given  us  what  we  canto  to  take." 

"  Thi!  town  th«n  is  free  on  tttc  souUi-eastem  i]uar- 
tor,"  said  De  Rays,  "  and  all  that  the  king  could 
hope  from  u«  i«  done." 

Jeanne  was,  by  this  time,  out  of  hearing;  she 
liod  ascended  a  heaji  of  ruins  towards  the  Augustiai 
and  Ibu  Toumllet,  «htd>,  as  will  be  reDiembered, 
lay  within  a  few  fi>et  of  each  other,  the  road  only 
separating  llie  bastille  of  the  Augustins  frum  the 
outer  bulwark  of  the  Tourelkw,  built  in  the  n^ 
burb  of  Portereau. 

*'  This  h  in  »o  condition  to  be  held  against  aoy 
attack,"  said  Sto.  Soverw,  looking  around  him. 

"  To  nue  it  will  be  suffictcut,"  observed  the 
Bastard. 

**  And  that  don«,  we  may  return  to  tlie  ci^," 
'  Mid  De  Rays. 

"  It  would  be  but  wisdom  >o  to  do,  oa  I  Uiioii,'' 


THE  MAID  OP  ORLEANS. 


37 


laid  John  of  Orleans.  "  Gludals  hu  put  us  in  good 
condition  to  keep  truce  with  him ;  and  it  u  dan- 
gerous to  rouse  him  in  hii  tair.  He  luiows  what  to 
defend,  and  what  to  jricld,  for  wunt  of  moons  ;  and 
that  h«  should  give  up  this  fort  without  the  wiuti; 
of  a  man,  without  one  idle  blow,  tells  us  plainly 
that  whut  he  hath  now  he  mirans  to  hold." 

"  It  is  clear,  too,  that  the  maiden'a  information 
■"Waa  right,"  said  Ste.  Severe;   "each  leader  will 
await  us  in  his  entrpnchments." 

"  Let  tJiem  rest  till  we  are  well  ready  for  thom," 
said  Ambrose  de  Lore.  "  Faistolf  will  mora  faster 
tlian  Alen^n,  and  he  has  no  ransom  to  pay ;  it  U 
fertunate  that  we  are  so  well  provided  for  u  long 
game." 

Tlic  nnct  instant  Jeanne  wti»  ngitin  uniong  th<'m. 
**  I  see  them,"  she  said  |  "  we  sliall  meet  tliem 
at  thn  Augustins :  their  helm^iU  crowd  the  battle- 
ments tike  heaps  of  cannon-bulL— 4>u  I  tliey  wait 
our  attack  1" 
rl)  **The  city  is  saved  by  what  is  already  done," 
Raid  Jolin  of  Ork'uiw,  **  if  wo  do  not  now  endanger 
aJl.  0»<<  gate  ii  free  to  the  Inud,  and  anutlm-r  ti> 
^  river ;  we  may  now  safely  wait  the  succoura 
which  the  king  has  promised  by  t3ie  Duk«  of 
AlMifon!" 

"The  city  free  !"  cried  th«  heroine;  "why  look 
you  tltere,  tlw  Hnglish  liold  tlte  defences  of  its 
bridge.  Have  Tall>ol  and  Scales  left  tJie  bastiliea 
on  the  other  side  ?  Free !  I  knuw  that  you  cam*!  to 
victual  the  place  and  lengtlien  tlte  war ;  you  told 
mo  not  so,  but  so  it  -ma.     I  told  you  from  the  first, 
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aad  now  again  I  tell  you  lo,  1  come  to  deliver  it, 
whii-li  is  iiol  done*  while  tliot  h«nin.T  of  St.  Gwrg* 
can  be  seen  from  the  walU.  And  I  will  not  trifle ; 
I  have  but  an  appointed  time,  f  hAvo  but  a  tinio 
to  do  what  neither  leaders  nor  kings  have  com- 
maitded.  —  It  will  be  dono.  Act  as  you  )ilou»v :  I 
go  forward  now  with  any  that  wiJl'follow  ine'l 
rofuso  me  your  help,  if  you  dare  answer  it  to  tKi 

I  king  and  to  Heavfo.     If  I  di«>,  it  i»  in  my  duty. 

pLiv«  you,  if  you  prefyr  life  t6  your's.  But  we 
eTtall  win.  On,  men  !  citizens!  to'victory.  Follow 
my  stuiidun)." 

At  the  head  of  such  horsemen  as  had  devoted 
themsetves  to  her,  and  of  many  of  the  citiien*  and 

■  soMIltv,  «)ie  uJvanccd  to  the  very  foot  of  the  bas- 
tilles ;  but,  for  once,  fear  seized  upon  her  followers. 
A  cry  wad  raised  that  the  English  were  crossing 
thu  river  from  the  north  to  St.  Priv^  on  the  south- 
vest  ;  and,  as  the  bridge  intercepted  all  new  of  tlir 
«up]x»od  movement,  it  was  vain  to  contradict  it. 
The  foot  saw  tlii.-mselves  supported  1>y  but  a  vei^ 

.  inadequate  number  of  the  knights  and  horsemen  ; 

L«nd,  iu  sjiitis  of  evei^'  encouragement  and  enln-aty, 

^thoy  gave  ground. 

"  Xow  upon  tliem  !"  shouted  Glasdale  from  Lite 
wnlU,  and  inataiilly  hurst  fri'm  the  gates  ihu  lords 
uf  Poiiimters  and  of  Moulinc,  iollowiNl  by  the  clioi<^e 
of  till*  r,nglisli  chivalry.  At  their  cl«rgo  tlie  hum- 
bler fooLnion  reeled. 

"Save  her  I  save  her  I"  cried  La  Hin*;  and 
with  rtorentd'Hlicrsand  Xantruilles  hestiucV  into 
tlie  ttiiek  crowd,  whiih  had  gathered  round  thf 
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ttttnuard  of  the  maiden,  which  the  kept  from  the  , 
TOemj-'s  tiandsby  ([uickaii'ltvUingblowtof  a  small  1 
hatclii'l  wliich  bung  at  hpr  girdle. 

But  oven  they  might  have  failed  to  bring  her  off, 
for  herowu  uuheediagcouragegave  no  ground,  but 
that  tt  diiiclinigc  from  thv  culvvrin  of  Maitre  J«an, 
posted  at  the  temporary  bridge  formed   by    Uie 
barka,  struck  two  or  three  who  were  pressing  iutol 
the  frwnt  lirwf  of  the  Knglisli  to  replace  tlie  disabled. 
As  the  ifhut  was  firuJ,  D'Aulon  and  De  Gir£nM 
posted  at  full  speed  from  the  bridge  which 
tiad  hitherto  sacredly  guarded,  as  the  chance  i>r 
Mfety,  and,  witli  John  of  Orleans,  cumo  up  with 
hor.    She  was  thus  borne  from  the  fight  rather 
by  her  frienda  than  her  foes,  wlio  yet  pursued  the 
French  to  the  well  defentled  occuki  to  the  isle. 
'  "See!"  she  cried,  "  more  and  more  sally  from | 
tite  bastille ;    the  bridge  !s  choked  i    they  will  elajJ 
our  people  like  sheep."     Shouts  of  derision,  and 
a  volkyofscornfulntunM  from  the  English,  drownojj 
her  words.     "  They  will  despise  and  enslave  us  fwf 
ever  if  we  fail  now,"  site  exclaimed  :    "  I  will  not] 
Iw   withheld ;    arc  thcro  none  who  care  for  the 
honour  of  tlieir  country,  for  the  safety  of  Orleans, 
fur  France,    for  the  Dauphin?     Kow  me  tu  the 
shore  1" 

She  sprang  from  her  horse  and  entered  n  small 
boat,  by  which  two  men  were  assisting  the  pursued 
to  tile  island.  They  obeyed  her  :  l.a  Hin*  fulloweil 
her  example,  each  holding  the  horw's  bridle  in  the 
haxHl,  and  the  noble  steeds  wading  aAer. 

"  It  is  viun  to  check  her,  and  we  mutt  trust  ia 
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h«r  fortune  or  her  power,  bo  it  what  it  oiBjr," 
Mid  John  of  Orleans  ;  "  but  men  must  not  give 
back  wlien  a  womnn  »\wvf*  ihi-xa  the  path ;  kotip  good 
guard  of  this  |)a«!<ug«  still,  D'Atiloii,  for  there  may 
bit  who  will  DMil  it.  Come  on  with  tne,  knights; 
you  will  not  give  ground  till  Die  Ruudvn  l^rwlf 
shews  you  the  way." 

The  vigoroux  ami  ui>oxpi^ted  onwt  of  th*  Freoob 
drom  the  Engliiili  back  to  tlidr  pntrencJimeDts  j  fttid 
again  the  standard  of  Jeanne  d'Arc  bnved  th* 
enemy  on  tlie  walln  abUTD  it ;  D'Aulcn  oouUl  hkrdly 
kei^  enough  for  tiw  [uudcnt  dufeiiMi  of  tlw  bridg*. 
The  brave  Arrogonese,  Alphonso  de  Partada,  aftar 
I  TVpronchiog  a  French  knight,  that  he  could  not  fs> 
maiu  for  so  needful  a  service,  cndMl  b}'  riding  fortfa 
witli  him  hand  in  hnod,  to  try  upon  the  foe  whoto 
nlour  best  L-ntitJed  him  to  the  poet  of  boooor  and 
danger. 

The  strile  wm  t4>rribli!,  and,  for  a  tiiDe,  uemed 
de^mnite:    lire,  to  force  vtilraM-t<  into  the  jnrkB. 
acaltng-ladders  for  tlie  well-ilefended  walla — all 
Ecotni^d  it*ekss  against  the  calm  dctermioed  valour 
of  the  defcndcn.       But,  ut  length,  as  a  gigantic 
Englishman  had  struck  a&ide  the  two  contondtn 
for  fiune,  who  atroggted  to  rrarli  the  wiill  he  de- 
fended, and,  as  they  lay  Italf  stunned  in  the  tomtj 
Jeanne  herself  tempted  his  powerfUl  blow.     Then 
I  Maiira  Jean's  oulverin  poured  in  ibi  KUra  and  deadly 
[fire,  and  tlie  brave  and  rtrong  rumhatanc  fell  bnck 
Ibpon  hia  fellows.      One  man's   fall    droided  thu 
Bit-tatilt ;  for  ladders  were  in»taii(ly  i«i»cd  to  tlie  qxit, 
left,  for  tlie  moment,  vnoint. 
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De  Ba^  stood  by  8te.  Sev«ro,  as  the  maiden's , 
fiag  sttcanuM^  frum  tlio  wall  of  Uiu  iMutillR,  waving. 
to  bring  on  the  a««uliuit«,  who,  seeiRR  it,  poured  itlj 
a  reckleaa  and  irresistible  tid«  to  tlie  vulnerable, 
point.  I 

"  Her  spifilfl  eerve  her  well,"  said  De  Bays  "  but 
there  are  other  and  strongnr  that  may  be  found." 

"  Speak  not  of  them  to  me,"  replied  Ste.  Severe ; 
•*  whatever  die  wrvea,  or  whatever  may  help  hcr^^j 
is  at  Icixst  ianiKt-nt  ami  holy." 

**  And,  what  is  more,  »uc<:eMfiil,"  rrjoined  b>ft,1 
companion ;  "  such  glory  and  sucli  power  aru  worthy! 
a  KNiI ;  and  I  would  buy  them  if  my  own  would 
purclnurc'  tbein.  P^Itaw  !  do  not  prvti^nd  to  look  I 
ngitatt,  Ste.  Severo;  you  are  tuiitlier  priest  nor.  J 
dotard,  Utat  one  may  not  jest  with  you." 

"  B«wai*  of  others  wiUi  vilwrn  iiit-n  nay  you  do 
morr  than  jest  on  eucb  subjects,"  raid  St«,  Svvere  i. 
"  beware  <k  that  ItaUan  priest  who  visits  you  soino- 
tiinee.  la  it  your  turn  to  look  aghast  ?  Come  on  | 
br  tiM»«  i*  yut  niiwli  to  be  ilooe  within  tlie  walls,'" 
!.>'!  will  shew  you  tlint  I  fear  ueithor  man  nor 
devil  there,"  exclaimed  Ue  Rays;  and  a  moment 
aftur  tboy  had  scalol  tlie  enclosure. 

There,  for  a  tJme,  t)in  bloody  contest  was  renewed, 
but  with  decreasing  hope  on  the  part  of  the  BngtiEh. 
Whenever  a  party  rallied  and  made  a  stand,  the  . 
whiU:  I'tandard  of  the  uiaidon  boro  up  against  their 
rank,  and  tWlher  turned  the  whole  fury  of  the 
trusting  and  devoted  Orleannois,  while  the  Htiange 
success  which  thry  attributed  to  its  mere  prescnc^ 
changed  the  n-sistancc  of  the  liardiest  English  into  a 
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dogged  and  hopden  tlvfcnr^,  a  auUcn  prvfercncu  t 
dMth  to  defeat,  rather  than  any  expcctution  of  a 
Eucc«ssful  struggle. 

(ilasdale,  with  xuch  u  he  ooutd  collect,  retreated 
ucrx>»4  the  rood,  culling  hi«  way  through  Uic  auuU 
anU  to  llie  bulwark  of  Uie  TourellcB ;  Imt  «>on  Uie 
bastille  of  tlie  Augustins  itself  was  entered  on  all 
■ides,  and  tlic  Preiioh  looked  tliero  in  vaiu  for  op- 
ponents. Carnagu  and  pillage  solsly  cngroMcd  tba 
att«ntion  of  the  victors.  , 

"  They  will  return  to  the  fight,"  crieJ  Jeanne, 
"  ant)  they  will  day  you  in  your  base  robbery — givo 
me  ■  lorcii !"  And  with  thai  eho  put  tlie  flume  to' 
the  buildings.  "Fire  !  more  fire  !"  she  cried; 
Bntl,ol)eyed  by  hvr  own.  Die  ])tllngcr»  wen?  »oon  glod 
to  retreat  from  tlto  blaze.  "  Now  we.tnvett  thfl 
TourelleB,"  she  exclaimed  ;  "  enough  for  tho  day, 
for  it  is  well  nigh  x^jent.  Oh,  (ila!>ilnli^ '.  that  thou 
m!ghte«t  relent  before  the  morrow  !" 

It  waa  with  difficulty  that  she  yielded  lo  Iho  in- 
UmtJiTj  of  Joliti  of  Orleans  to  return  into  the  cltyi  ' 

•*  Keep  good  guard  for  me,  D'Aulon,"  she  culled 
to  him  as  at  length  she  retired,  "  and  bo  ready  for 
in«  in  good  time  ;  yet,  we  have  but  begun." 
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No  swoD«r   liatl  Jiuinnc  d'Arc  t»k«ii  a  litlltt  nv 
pow,  and  the  slight  refreshment  wliich  tlie  faitiU 
nees  of  hunger  forced  her  to  allow  herself,  in  8pit«   j 
of  the  slrift  fart  which  »ho  alwaj*  otxwrvcd  on  tbq,| 
Fridfty,  than  Ste.  Sev«ro  arrived  ul  th«  house.         ,, 

She  was  alrt'ady  surrounded  hy  her  friends,  Jean 
Pas<{uerel,  I*ierr«  d'Arc  and  Marie.  NovelonifKint,, 
Potilengy,  JaM|u^  Boucher  and  his  family,  luid  Ihi^ 
personal  advpnturee  of  the  day  wer*  paMing  in  luw  ^ 
but  animated  talk,  from  those  who  had  taken  part 
in  Mvem  to  their  int4.>rCMted  tiearers.     The  Knigiit 
of  St.   JiJin,  too,  was  no  longer  alwetit  than  he 
needed  to  disarm  and  somewlutt  rv^fn^h  himself, , 
and  joined  tlte  circle  before  Ste.  Severe  had  opened  1 
his  coromiRaion.     He  iwught,  indeed,  for  such  a 
oRthod  as  Rhould  least  excilv  the  impativncu  of 
Jcaniie,  who  found  in  tus  attempts  the  purpose  of 
his  coming 

"TI117  are  tti«  cold  pretenccwof  tafitty  and  (Way 
that  you  would  urge,"  said  she  ;  "  it  i«  useless ;  my 
part  is  taken.  Here  are  those  whom  I  trust  on 
eartli,  and  tltey  do  not  hesitate,  nor  should  1,  even 
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if  they  were  (lain  every  one,  or  had  df^sertetl  me 
fw  my  oppoet'is." 

•'  1  do  (lot  come  from  your  oppoeers,"  said  Sle.  Se- 
\-ere,  **  but  from  tlioae  who  desire  that  you  should 
count  tlicn)  your  friends,  who  admin  your  coungc, 
and  rejoice  in  your  fortune."  '  '  ' 

"  Are  De  Rays  and  Jean  de  Gama«he  of  the 
number  ?"  asked  she. 

'  **  There  Ik  some  chang*  even  hi  tliem,"  repli4>d 
Ste.  Severe.  "  De  H«y«  no  longer  doubte  of  Um 
contest,  and  puts  his  liope  on  riralHng  your  g^oty 
in  it." 

"  EitJiiT  mm  wrong  him  niiwb,  or  he  afleett  Uw 
society  of  such  ae  must  at  last  d<-ccivf  him,"  eftid 
Jean  Pasquerel.  "  Is  he  vain  enough  to  beliefe 
that  tatisnmii*  and  charroit  anil  tlw  evoeotion  of 
fiends  will  invest  him  with  strengtli  and  lionour  7" 

"  We  should  hardJy  speak  of  Mich  things,"  nid 
Sl<!.  Severe ;  "  being  but  a  rumour  a^iiLtt  one  of 
his  trust  and  h'adlng ;  but  Jean  de  Gauiiiche  fairly 
ropents  of  his  angrr  against  Jeanne  d'Arc,  and  he 
declares,  too,  in  his  way,  that,  thuugli  \te  was  right 
in  opposing  Iwr,  he  wouUl  ratlivr  have  givun  hts 
right  hand  than  liuve  done  it  so  rudely.  Tlie 
worthy  knight  has  brains  enough  to  observe  blows 
givej)  and  entrenchments  stormed,  if  ttot  to  rewoo 
coolly  upon  pinns  nnd  vtratngems." 

"  I  would  that  all  were  but  as  sensiMo  as  that," 
•aid  Jeanne,  "for  we  have  some,  it  appears,  who 
yet  will  not  tru*l  what  ihey  »<•«." 

''  They  have  seiii  moro  done  than  any  %'entured 
tobope,"  replied  Ste.  Severe. 
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,..  **  To-Diorrow  wUl  increase  their  trust  as  I  pray,"" 
nid  th«  maiden. 

"  Uy  tlieir  will  nothing  will  be  <lone  to-morrow, 
JttaRDu,"  suid  Ste.  Severe  calmly.  "  Nay,  hear  me 
patioDtJy  out,  aa  I  will  you  afteTwanl».  'I'hey  ny, 
and  truly,  that  what  ha*  buen  duoc  is  »>  etrungo 
that  it  Rhoukl  eeem  as  if  do  mortal  hand  had 
dono  it." 

''  And  who  but  will  »ay  and  declare  aloud  that  no 
mortal  hand  has  done  it  ?"  crivd  Jeanne.  '*  I«  it 
mine — a  woman's— or  that  of  the  poor  people,  who, 
till  Heaven  sent  them  its  help,  stayed  fearfully 
witliio  their  wuUr,  <'liooi<iiig  only  Iwtwecn  famine 
mm)  the  English  steel  ?  But  I  will  Iwar  you  out  if 
I  oan — you  will  forgive  my  temper,  and  put  )t  to  »« 
littln  Irioi  «•  you  can." 

"  To  be  plain,  they  declare,  and  I  fully  ngroe 
with  them,"  argued  Ste.  Severe,  with  undisturbed 
serenity,  *'  that  but  for  accidents  on  which  we  could 
Itavu  no  right  to  i-ount,  you  yuurscli'  had  lieen  lokt 
in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  the  men  had  po< 
rished  under  the  walls  in  the  attack  of  the  Augus- 
tins." 

"  You  call  them  accidents ;  I  pray  you  let  them 
ba  the  deeds  of  Pruvidnnce  ut  Ivost,  for  a»  *acb  I 
render  thanks  for  them,"  interrupted  she. 
^'  "  Or  Olio  or  the  olhor,"  replied  Ste.  Severe;  "we 

L  may  not  reckon  on  such  again  to-inorrow." 

I  "And  why  not?"  asked  Jeanne;  "why  should 

I  aueci'43  tt>-day  give  us  distrust  of  that  ?    1  declorL* 

I  to  yuu  that  tliese  tilings  arc  done  by  high  ^fpolot- 

I  ment.    Are  they  little  events  which  depended  on 
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tlietii  ?  but  if  you  chooeo  to  iniscat  them  tccitlaots,  T 
will  tell  yuu  Uii»,  tliat  die  balanoe  evea  of  cfaancae 
is  for  tbaee  who  go  fobrlcMly  oo.  'Jliey  mak^ 
way  for  what  you  call  aa-idvnU  to  help  tlwm.  Mlio 
ever  put  hU  nickle  to  the  harvest  bu&ily  m  soon  an 
it  was  ripCi  but  Uiat  tlie  acciiicntit  of  tlie  weathcc 
wero  OD  hi«  fade  imhMul  of  tiit  clutitful  neighbour's  ? 
But  I  forget.  Have  you  eeid  ?  L  will  uoL  interrujK 
you  again."      i       , |  .,^^^,|  i  |,.  ,    ■ 

"  A  wise  nuui  would  reap  m  lin«  wcalh^^ 
Joanoe."  I- 

"  And  carry  before  the  foul  came  on,"  abe  an- 
aw«red,  stuili^,  aiid  aate  aileatly. 

"  I  have  110  more  Ui  «ay  tliiui  ihi*,"  he  contiQued, 
"  that  all  h  well  now,  Urat  it  would  be  t^unpting 
rather  than  tru&tiug  ProvidiiDce  to  expect  moft 
with  our  still  inforior  forcei.  You  sntili;  again. 
Would  jou  r«ply  lo  that?" 

"  Tito  dilTerence  of  Dumbers  waa  greater  thnw 
days  ago  "  she  aaid.  aiid  tiMw  ch«ckvd  iMinMitf  MwUy. 

''  Ono  dt'fcat,  and  wo  Imvo  been  fearfully  naai'  it 
today,  and  wc  are  perhajid  UmU  Lot  ua  give  a 
(Iu«  ctian«  to  Uie  King't  jilima;  \lw  pmiauof  all 
invii  it  already  your*!,  y«l„onfi  &tal  day  nvgbt^iv- 
gfeiBoit,"  ..'..•■ 

"  I  pray  you,  do  not  speak  of  me.  I  am 
tbiiig,"  ilie  said  energeuialJy }  "our  duea  onr 
.thought  of  wliot  you  C4ill  glory,  as  some  here  kiunr, 
warp  my  do^isivn."  .. ,,, 

"  In  fine,  the  geuemli,  Mti&fiod  witJi  tbe  past, 
and  yielding  you  all  iU  praiso,  will  Dot  hava  the 
tDun  go  forth  to-iiKHTow,''said  Ste.  Sevsrn, 
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*  '*  Some  are  already  before  the  Taurelirt,  and  Ihc 
iStizens  do  not  desert  their  friends,"  said  Ntcofc  de 
Ofrfttnc  J  ■*  all  tliut  van  t»e  cnn-iod  from  tlie  city  — ' 
provision,  bedding,  covering — I  tiavc  seen  the  good 
people  carrj-ing  over  to  them,  aa  though  they  cand 
not  for  emptying  their  own  hooaes." 

*'  They  and  such  a*  «t>  nipport  them  a«  enough 
for  mt,"  Kud  Jeanne.  "  You  have  been  in  your 
council,  and  I  have  been  in  mine.  I  know  not  who 
are  to  fight  to>morrow,  tmt  this  t  know,  that  we 
Bhall  aguin  win,  fight  who  nuty.  Your  council  ia 
that  of  men  ;  mine  will  not  fail.  Father,"  she  con- 
tinued to  Jean  I^asquerel,  "  you  will  be  with  ms 
to-morrow  earlier  i>ven  than  to-day.  You  Mk  not ' 
afraid  to  stay  with  me,  and  to  you  mart  to-mor- 
row, as  near  as  you  can,  even  in  the  danger.  1 
shall  need  you  perchance,  for  tho  VoicM  wliich 
never  have  deceiwtl  mo  have  told  me  that  to- 
morrow T  shall  be  struck,  here,  above  the  bo*om." 

**To  death,  perhaps,"   said  Ste.  Si^vere,  as  in 
the  hope  of  intimidating  her. 

"Who  known  when  he  shal!  die?"  said   she] 
ealmly ;  "  ay,  to  death,  peirhaps,  as  who  go«  out ' 

lydey  in  peace  that  can  «ay  he  shall  not?  sndwv 

ve   woiindu,   are   we   to   bear  none?    Vou,  ray 
friendf,  will  be  reatly  to  go  with  me,  for  the  ; 
shall  not  search  me   out  shaineftilly  in  Orlcnnt, '. 
when  even  by  it  I  may  win  the  Tourelles.     Right] 
noblo    marnhal,"   whe    said  to  Ste.   .Severe,   lay-J 
ing  her  hand  kindly  on  his  arm,  "owe  me   no 
grudge ;  to  another  I  should  have  given  no  answer 
but  wlmt  yoO  have  heard  me  say  to  them ;  to  you. 
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I  say  that  I  dan  not  br«ak  the  coomuauls  whjei 
u«  Djy  comfort,  my  Imvt,  my  liojw  liere  and  after 
tliis,  wliidi  are  spoken  to  me  in  thu  htnise  nnd  in 
the  field,  in  this  veiy  room,  amid  you,  in  llui  cbai^ge 
of  battle,  wlK-n  I  lie»itat«  and  spoie  to  strike^  You 
are  wiso,  all,  vory  wise,  if  this  atrife  vera  botmiai) 
meo  and  men.  abandoned  to  tJieir  own  wilU  and 
their  own  jNLsuutu :  wliat  tlicn  should  I  do  ii«it 
among  you  ?  I  oonw  not  by  inysolf,  and  that  by 
which  1  come  catmot  mingle  nnth  your  tidk,  and 
debate  with  you.  It  i«  the  will  by  which  yoa 
bnatlia." 

"  I  Bhall  bear  your  wonU,  but  you  mu«t  not  ax- 
pert  that  they  will  ptrerail,"  nid  Ste.  Sevaro. 

"  'J'hat  qui»tion  I  leave  to  Uie  power  tliat  wiU 
'  surely  un«vnir  it,"  she  repUo),  and  tlM>y  budu  imoh 
otlwr  farewell.  ' 

With  a  abort  and  lirarty  pledge  ta  ^aoh  otiwr 
for  the  morning's  meeting,  Um  Tv-airion  at  Jacquat 
Boucher's  Bepaiated  for  their  euriy  iwt,  IWr 
liii<n-nti^  ft  little  behind  to  re-assura  Marie  as  to  tfav 
ni'xt  ilay'»  fintarptitr*  and  Jacques Boudwr  lieartlljr 
commending  to  bis  wife  and  daughtur  to  assiat,  as 
much  at  tlwy  mifi^t  with  mode«ty  and  good,  oppori- 
tuiiity,  the  will  of  tlie  clii<>l«,  anil  to  lioq>  Jcaoa* 
herself  from  needless  cxpu«ura. 

Kven  the  night  did  not  pass  in  t|uieL.  The 
quick  eiir  of  Jeanne  rtariled  her  before  inidai^t 
from  her  light  and  interrupted  sleopt  and  slie  MW 
tin  glare  of  a  distant  fire  in  tier  chfunber.  It  was 
nearly  in  tlie  dinwtion  of  the  Tourelles,  and  har 
firet  coll  was  for  her  anns  that  she  miglit  Qy  to  tlie 
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succour  of  t}iose  investing  them  t»  wltom  kite  au- 
gurvd  dau^T.  But  Pii-rrc,  wlio  wu  roody  ta 
«iipply  D'Aulgn's  ptaco  about  Iter  person,  led  her 
to  Ui«  top  of  the  liouse. 

"  Ute  very  oigbt  give*  u«  nnotlii;r  nni)  a  bl«od-  [ 
leM  victory  '."  ehfl  exclaimed ;  "  tiie   English  «i«-^ 
abandoning  their  western   bastille    on  tlw  south 
bank,  tlio  ba»till«  of  St.  Priv4< !" 

"  Seti,  mh;  I"  criwi  Pierru ;  "  the  boat*  aro  crou. 
ing  the  river  from  Portereau,  and  bearing  the  men  i 
to  tJie  north  side,  to  the  basdlleN  of  St.  Laurantand 
London.     Oh,  that  wo  were  then!  now,  they  would 
fall  an  eaey  prey  to  us )" 

"  Are  they  not  leaving  us  free?  what  would  yoQ 
more  ?"  Kaid  JcaDnc    "  Look,  liow  tlie  Tuurcllcs] 
Tvor  their  hvads  in  tlie  blaze !  but  tliey,  with  th»j 
bulwark  before  them,  are  now  all  that  the  English 
have  on  that  side  of  the  river.     Do  not  ttie  Englisli 
we  that  Hviavi'n  is  with  usP  but  why  «hr,ul<l  I  ex> 
pectitwheo  those  whom  Heaven  savea  deny  it?' 
No,  no,  let  tliem  pan  in  p(>nce,"  she  said,  after  a 
Utne  ^[mil  tn  gazing  on  the  boMtit  n*  ttiey  traversed 
the  river  to  the  west,  at  do  great  distance  from  the 
place  where  they  were ;  **  and  may  tlieir  lives  be 

She  looked  once  more  round  with  an  eye  of  car« 
upon  the  walU  within  her  view.    Thn  tnmp  of  tha  J 
guard  VTu  hoard,  and  anns  flaslied  in  the  fire  &oni( 
every  part ;  there  wtts  no  fear  of  surprtw ;  all  wci*' 
alert ;  she  descended  to  her  i-hambcr,  ami  for  a  few 
hours  slept  more  soundly. 
'    Jeonnt-  could  not  «Ten  leave  ^  liouse  the  next 
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morning  williout  a  «liglit  token  of  the  impedimenl 
that  awaited  her. 

•*  Here  18  a  fine  shad  just  cauglit  in  tlie  river," 
mill  Jnctjues  Boucher,  who  was  already  up,  wlien, 
with  Jenn  Pasqucrcl  unil  her  companiom  in  arms, 
she  cam«  to  th«  porch  of  tlio  houeo.  "  You  hsvo 
not  eat«R  y«t,  stay,  at  least,  and  let  us  dino  toget 
thcron  it." 

"  Aha  1  IVInstcr  Treasurer,  ar«  you  Bct  to  tempt 
meP"  said  she  to  him  good-naturedly.  "  I  will 
hring  you  one  who  will  care  more  about  it,  if  you 
will  Icoop  it  for  supper.  I  int4>Rd  to  have  a  pri* 
•oner  to-day,  and  the  Englteh  cam  lor  tliiur  «pt- 
ing. 

**Have  a  care  !"  he  began,  with  a  faUwrly  look 
ofkindneM. 

"  Ay>  fo'  your  sake  ! ' '  she  replied  j  "  and  that  1 , 
may  have  my  sliare  of  the  fi&h,  look  out  fur  roe  in 
the  ewning,  and  look  out  for  m«  at  Uic  Chktclet, 
for  I  do  not  intrnd  to  come  bavk  by  tlie  Burgundy 
Uat«  to-day ;  we  will  pas'i  the  bridge." 

"Joanne  I"  exclaimedthe  trcasunr  in  nxtonish- 
ment,  "you  promise  too  much." 

"  How  know  you  what  I  saw  when  P  looked  Itutt 
night  on  that  bridge  by  liio  firv-Ught?"  >he  an- 
Bw«red  i  "  but  on  1  on,  for  the  people  wait  us !"  She 
took  too  or  tJiree  sops  of  bread  from  Loui-t  ilce 
Conte«,  un<l  hastily  swallowttl  tlic  moutliluls,  then 
spurred  her  horse,  and  atnid  the  greetings  of  thft 
citixens  and  soldiery  mmle  for  tlw  Burgundy  Gftte. 

Frum  Uie  rroi-Fing  streets  priests  were  seen  bring* 
ing  up  tlieir  respectire  groups  of  penitents  to  Um 
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main  body,  and  the  liigbett  entliusiastn  sltone  on 
many  a  i'acc,  while  others  were  lighted  up  only  with 
the  gai.-(y  of  i-xpocted  triiunpli.  But  at  tJii;  Bur- 
gundy Gntc,  still  tiic  only  one  from  whicli  they  could 
sally  with  effect  to  cross  the  rtver  and  attack  tlie 
Tourelles,  the  crowd  became  «o  tJiick  as  to  bo  olmoal^ ,. 
im]ASMb1«-. 

"  Why  do  you  stop  ?"  called  Jeantie. 

"The  gate  iaclosedagainatus!"  cried  a  hundred 
angry  voici'«. 

"  By  whom?  open,  I  say  I"  shouted  the  maiden ; 
but  no  voice  answered.    "Down  witli  it  t"  she 
cried  to  her  followers,  aiid  in  an  instant  iron  i»ac««  , 
and  leaden  malU'U  rnnjr,  a*  many  at  could  nwch 
it,  upon  its  iron- studded  frame. 

It  did  not  yield  to  such  blows,  but  the  iw>i»e 
hroiiglit  fnim  th«  towers  which  flanked  it  »  body 
of  well  armed  knights,  who  thrvw  tht-mwlvoe  before 
tiife  ebtrance,  and  at  the  head  of  whom  appeared,  J 
no'  )e«  ft  pertton  than  the  master  of  tlio  king's 
faoumhold,  Jean  de  Otiucourt,  to  whom  the  imme- 
diate defence  of  the  city  from  surprise,  during  the 
iate  sallies,  had  been  conBded. 

Jcannv  knew  him  wi>!I  at  Cliinon,  and  though 
she  pressed  eagerly  towards  him,  the  crowd  making 
instant  way  for  her  horse,  she  iulvanc'«d  as  reapect- 
fulW  a*  haetil)'.  "  \Ve  would  pass  out  to  the  camp 
before  the  Tourelte?!"  said  the  matdi'n. 

"  It  is  forbidden '."  replied  Gaucourt,  sternly. 

"  By  whom !"  axked  Jeanne,  the  blood  mantling 
in  her  chocks,  and  her  eyt-s  fUk^hing. 

"  By  tile  council,"  shortly  answorcd  Gawourt. 
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"  And  tlkcy  would  !(«▼»  our  in«o  in  tJie  mxap 
before  ih^  enoitiv  ?"  she  vtied. 

"All  ma}*   return,  and  we   will  protoct  thnmi 
tuMifi  n»ay  di.*[>ttrt." 

"Do  you  «»y  this?" 

"Yes,    I,"    replied   GaucourC,  unmoved  j  "  jyi 
know  wlw  and  wlint  1  luu." 

"  And  yon  «liouI<)  know  in«  too,"  sttc  tii»w<-i 
"  jron  at  least  should  not  forget  that  I  am  tlie  chic 
of  this  war,  appMnted  hy  the  king,  even  tnid  1 
higher  authority." 

"  U'e  do  what  is  Gt  for  Uio  king's  somco  in  pn- 
venting  a  rashness  that  would  betray  it,"  stiid  Gau*^| 
court ;    '*  it  is  fit  that  we  wait  till  we  bear  at  laast^ 
his  farther  will." 

"  It  is  not  lit,  sir,"  shouted  Ji-annc  ;  "  tliink  you 
tltat  I  will  suffer  this  war  to  lingar  when  it  inay  bu 
ended?  Think  you  tliat  1  will  steep  my  handa 
ilay  hy  day  in  tho  blood  of  titew  poor  English,  atul^l 
see  French  blood,  too,  pouring  armind  me  &r  eror^B 
or  that  I  will  endure  the  Utought  on  my  soul,  that 
nicb  thingi^  will  bo,  when  I  ran  «Uy  tltem  now  «nd 
for  ever  ?  By  Heaven's  menry,  I  will  to-day  finUi 
whet  is  enjoined  me  Itere,  even  though  my  own 
blood  Mtd  iL  Giro  way  !  give  way,  1  say,  as  you 
r«i»pect  the  DnuphJu's  name,  if  you  ran  for  oot 
other  !- 

**  You  shall  not  Io«e  Orleans  while  wi^  con 
\-ent  it;     If  we  were  to  h-t  you  figlit  to-thiy 
those  at  your  hwla,  who  slmuU  answer  llw  diacom 
Slum  ?     Vou  sitall  not  go  fortli  to  liuatli,  as  yuu 
moit  assuredly  would." 
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-)"  It  is  mioe  to  answer  with  life  here,  and  with 
as  much  to  the  Daujtliin  if  I  nicajift,"  Mid  Jeanne ; 
"  itMid  away  froin  tix  gate,  for  througli  it  this 
ttandanl  sttall  pass,  strike  at  it  who  dare." 

"  JeanDe!  would  }'ou  make  tis spill  French  blood?" 
criod  Gaucoiut. 

*'  Answor  for  your  own  fitns,  1  do  not  parley— 
On !"  she  cried,  and  dashed  witJt  her  standard 
through  tliG  rank  to  Uie  gate:  the  iiia^  toUuwed 
liar  like  a  compacted  wtdgo.  "  You  arc  wicked  nnd 
traitorous,  that  seek  to  stay  tK,"  she  cnll«rd  to  Gau- 
court,  "  and  shall  answer  it  before  the  Dauplun  if 
you  unbar  not  tlie  gate  1'" 

£ftcli  cavalier  was  now  surrounded  and  isolated 
by  Uio  crowd,  wliidi  had  broken  the  lino  in  follow- 
ing Jeanne;  and  all  the  attendants  upon  the 
niaid«D  were  ready  to  hef^ia  a  contest  in  wliich  tlie 
lanco  and  even  the  stoc-ds  of  tins  knighU  wore  of 
little  use,  being  closely  hemmed  in  by  the  numbers. 
Even  (jaiicourl  wa*  irnwolute,  for  the  lance  of 
Nicole  <lu  GiK-niR  was  coudied  with  those-  of  her 
other  friendu,  who  had  followed  Itor  on  horseback 
gainst  his  party,  and  tlie  ntollets  and  maces  of  ttie 
people  rang  again  u|ion  the  gate,  wliich  shook  be- 
Qoath  their  repcat^nl  and  unceasing  blowK,  until  at 
I«ngth  such  lasteuings  as  wera  not  witliin  their 
power  to  draw  back  were  shivered  by  their  in- 
strumcntK, 

A  tremendous  sltout  proclaimed  the  bursting 
open  of  the  gate,  and  llivy  rustied  on  through  tiie 
arch  to  Ute  portcullis  and  drawbridge.  "  I  cannot 
oncwer  (<*t  dril  strife  iu  our  slrmrts,"  said  (jaucourt 
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to  his  party  t  "it  b  plain  ther  will  notjiclil  till 
livi**  or  tUifir's  are  spent.     Lt?t  Uipm  gw,  ami  1 
own  (Ircds  hv  on  their  licnde.     lA-t  U»eni  go, 
then  shut  and  guard  well  the  gate,  that  suvlt  as 
bavw  sense  may  be  Becure." 

But  it  ft-a*  loiig  hi*for«  hi»  orders  couM  he  ahtyri, 
for  Ecarcoly  u  eotdJer  would  remain  behind,  ai 
Only  such  of  the  annedcitiaeivsasby  JL-anoe'-i 
mand,  Miruugh  Nti:i)li*  An  (iir^me,  she  li;i<l  iii;fin.< 
to  rcmaiii  in  the  town  for  the  morning,  Unit  iho; 
might  come  freah  to  her  help  at  ncod.     Gnucoui 
rode  in  anger  and  dtimppoiDttnent  to  the  bmi*r  nf 
John  of  Orletins. 

"  And  wcrfl  we  to  leave  thi*m  to  tlM'insclvce:,  k> 
that  tliey  should  iieriBli,"  replied  John  of  Origan*, 
to  the  hasty  indignation  of  Cisucourt,  "  fur  a' 
l^t  ha«  been  done,  the  e«tau>  of  Fnmoc  would 
but  a  worse  wreck  than  it  was  befon.  Take  fi 
thp  Rnglish  the  fear  of  her  power  before  it  hiu 
its  full  work,  no  Mcond  device  would  appal  th 
uk)  they  have  stmngth  enough  to  avenge  tlieji 
loaaes.  And  what  again  should  hearten  our 
pooplo,  who  have  fouml  vintory  under  her  bitn 
alone  for  many  yMia?  No;  I  would  that  siie  Itad 
remained  within  the  walls ;  I  more  tlian  doubt 
cucoeaa  of  Uh'  day.  I  know  (flautatv.  Th«  bu 
ing  of  St.  Priv4<  is  but  aitotbor  proof  of  hte 
»perat«  resolution,  but  she  must  not  be  aben* 
doned." 

*'  You  speak  1ik«  a  youth,  tlwugh  a  brav«  oanM 
Raid  Oaucourt.  ' 

"  I  am  not  insensible  to  wlutt  tho  workl  looks  feu 
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in  a  knight,  nor  should  any  be  who  bmr  iivi  naaw,'' 
replied  Ui»  Ba&tard ;  "  but  Uus  is  policy  as  well  as 
buiiuur.  If  wo  iu>[t  lu  bv  Jofvatetl.  it  in  wisext  u 
well  as  tioUmt  to  fail,  eo  that  our  oiuuiuos  may  re- 
8pei.t  us  I  and  besides,  we  leave  tliem  to  a  tenfold 
clt8uc«  of  dttntructioii  if  we  witliliokl  %liut  w  need* 
ful.  i  tiill  you,  Mescire  do  Gauoourt,  1  burdly  ex> 
pect  tbat  we  can  escape  this  day,  but  I  will  Sght 

Witb  Umt  h«  gave  ordcn  for  the  tnntport  ot 
canuoD,  and  tbe  atsumbling  of  tlie  cavalry  and  chiefs, 
and,  iiiountiiig  hi&  lioise  as  soon  as  he  was  amied, 
rodo  down  U>  ttie  fort  of  St.  Loup,  wWre  thfi  people 
were  a^eetDbling,  as  quickly  lis  Uiey  wcro  able  under 
llu>  giiidauce  of  the  maiden,  the  veeseU  which 
■huuld  waft  them  aoross  the  Loinj.  < 

He  rude  slrutght  lo  her.  "  Fair  aiid  honourable 
frivniUliip !'  tie  called  to  licr  as  he  approaclied  ;  "  1 
uome  to  succour  you,  tliough  vuu  will  not  regant 
nie.  The  great  respiHixihility  of  Uiis  day  bv  on  you  ; 
I  come  to  help  wliat  1  may  not  prevent.  \^'ait  only 
till  tlte  ineii-at^tLrins  can  come  up  to  second  you, 
and  till  »ucU  cannon  con  be  embarked  a*  are  n»c«t- 

ry  for  the  attack,  of  suob  a  fort  as  Uie  Tourelles, 
whidt  is  »i>t  to  he  taken  like  a  perk,  or  a  hastily- 
built  bttstillc.  Wait  but  till  I  can  cotliiot  tlMi  means 
for  you,  for,  by  mine  honour,  you  siiall  have  theni, 
and  tlM»  I  will  go  and  fight  by  your  side,  until 
such  events  cumo  as  show  of  themselves  whose  will 
ought  tu  tw  ibllowed." 

"Enough!"  replivd  Jennne  frankly,  giving  her 
band,  "  1  will  receive  your  advice  with  respect  and 


46 


JOAN  OF  ASC, 


thualu,  in  all  but  ivnuiimi^  idlo;  and  for  your 
help,  hmvfi  Bastard,  there  is  no  greater  asEnirance 
of  victory  on  earth." 

The  default  of  tlie  niglit  was  to  be  repaired  t^ 
the  diligeoco  of  the  toomiog.  Hours  passed  before 
the  small  amiy  with  iu  cumbrous  matrrial  (^oulii 
be  tratwporled  to  tiw  vmithem  shore.  Joune 
walked  to  and  fro,  or,  springing  again  into  her  aad- 
dle,  rode  from  tlte  gnto  to  the  fort  to  exiicditM  the 
praporations. 

"  Good  morrow,  Alallre  Jran,  1  owe  you  more 
yMtcrdtLv  tlinn  tlicre  i*  time  to  tell  ynu.       I  woi 
myself  k-nnt  of  your  art,  for  t-iicli  skill  does  mora 
than  valour  itself  at  need." 

"  hf-  but  my  ptipil,"  criod  the  delightad  goontr, 
"nml  you  shull  vanquish  nn  urmy  olonu,  If  you 
take  but  aim  with  a  cuK-erio,  as  you  do  with  lance 
and  «word,  you  should  carry  a  fort  by  your  own 
single  siege." 

"  1  do  not  jeet  with  you;  we  sliall  find 
when  these  English  are  Jriren  away." 

"  I  have  brought  out  this  fellow  to  roe  you 
them,"  tuldfd  Mftltn*  Jean,  jHiinting  to  hia  »on. 

"Keep  him  safe,  good  ^cnd!"  toid  sIh*,  wi 
malconeera. 

"  Tho  rogue  lias  a  lucky  baud  and  a  good  v 
as  ^lall  be  weti  known  one  day,  and  thanks  to  you 
for  it  loo,  if  you  get  rid  of  these  Oodons  s 
may  be  s[X)ken  of,  and  tie  sliall  have  a  shot  lo^div 
for  your  sake,  I  have  promised  it  to  him." 

''Let  him  fire  like  his  father  then;"  and  s)i 
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-stooped  to  pnt  tUc  bo;'«  ti«a(l,an<I  tlien  rode  to 
some  QQW-conierE. 

"  Mark  you  the  Ume  we  have  already  kwt?" 
«aul  die  to  Nicole  do  Gir£mv.  "  Every  mioute  costs 
us  a  liie  I  our  delay  re-osMin-JS  our  etwrnios,  and 
,  wesriea  our  owa  people.  Speed  t  speed,  my  fri(.-nds  1 
M  tbejr  will  mtk  ui.  Ah  1  it  is  not  our  fault  that 
wo  are  oot  with  tlwm  now  ;  we  tlial)  be  koou,  nnd 
we  will  aet  up  the  fleur-de'lis  yonder,  where  that 
red  cmss  mocks  u«  on  our  own  Tourellea." 

"  Now  1  now  \"  sliu  cried  to  Iter  followers,  almost 
bufore  the  first  bark  was  ready  to  put  forth,  and  in 
it  she  first  ^ined  the  southern  bank.  U'Auloa 
and  Home  others  met  her  on  the  shore.  "  No  harm 
luu  linppeiied  from  our  rtuy?"  slia  asked  tuixi- 
oueIj. 

'*  None  but  the  delay  itself,"  re[died  D'AuloD. 
"  Glaatlale  hns  sent  us  dart^  and  arrows,  whenever 
a  head  oould  be  scvn  for  no  aJni ;  but  be  would 
.wM\s  DoChing  monj." 

"  He  is  wise,"  said  the  Bastard,  "  as  we  thiuuld 
bare  been  to  follow  his  example ;  now  what  is  to  be 
dooer 

"  Tlicn:  is  no  need  of  question,"  answered 
D'Aulon ;  *'  the  out^rr  bulwark  lies  before  us,  and 
that  must  be  fir^t  won." 

"  And  Uiat  carried,  tJie  Tourelles  arc  not  takeo  I" 
replied  John  of  Orleaua. 

"  One  blow  may  setvo  for  botl)  if  it  be  e  hand 
one,"  said  the  maiden.  "MuJlio  Jeaii,tbere  isyour 
oim  to-day  !  tlie  drawbridge  and  ita  sup|iorta  tliat 
join  thi*  outer  bulwark  in  Port«ivau  to  t)i«  Tourelles 
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UiemtH'lvcs  on  the  brul^ ;  if  w«  destroy  Uutt 
sago,  we  diall  vanquixli  nil  in  tlic  outwork,  if  tbtjT^ 
are  so  posted,  or  keep  Xitose  mthin  the  fort  fnin 
tiL-lping  Uieir  fel)uv.'s  wlteo  we  attack  tliein." 

"  \Vi>  tuvo  tuken  other  care  for  thtU  iluiing  tlwj 
night,"  said  D'Auloo ;  "  but  Maitro  Jeaa  shall, 
you  »ay,  find  good  employment  in  tiiat  part,  if 
remain  higli  ejiough  up  t)a'b>ank  to  comnuuid  it." 

"  I  will  pick  lh(.>  people  ufTwIiHa  they  givo  nw 
the  chance," -laid  the  gunner ;  "and  at  leisure  limes 
I  will  hammer  at  tlio  wood  and  Mone.     Ha  1  tny^ 
boy  I"  be  coatJnuod  to  hie  son,  "  now  n-ill  we  m<^| 
what  this  eant  side  of  the  Toureltes  be  ttiado  of." 

*'  Fiiti)  niv  wli«!re  (ilatnlale  is,  father,"  said  theboy. 

''  Hush  '.  hush  I  we  iliiill  do  a«  we  it»y  i  hm 
is  our  post  whence  we  played  y«lerd«y  oa  the 
Augustina ;  Ui«  two  |)iac«»  are  convenient  neigh- 
bouts."  M 

Witli  the  aid  of  his  fellows  the  culrerin  wai(Ua>^ 
embarked,  and  Maltre  Jean  addressed  lumeell'  to 
its  Ivvel.  S 

As  the  French  moved  on  to  ttie  assault,  Jeanns' 
liad  time  to  consider  the  strength  of  tlie  fort.     Its 
two  high  towers  guarding  the  archway,   bnstled 
with  the  weapons  of  tlie  Englisli ;  arrows  peepuij 
from  every  cresselated  stage,  and  tlie  top»  L-ov«ti 
with  tnen  ready  to  guide  missiles  from  vvery  FpeciM ' 
of  engine     On  Uie  ddu  of  the  bridge  Uiere  was  : 
aj^nvach,  the  two  arches  being  br4>kcn  down  bi>lbi« 
tlie  outwork  which  guarded  the  entrants  there  i 
and  the  outwork  on  tli«  side  of  Purtervau  wiu  in 
itself  strong  and  manned  witli  unsparing  numben. 
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iU  walla  being  «tr«igtlien»(l  with  mounds  of  eartli, 
ami  vurroanded  by  a  ditch,  which,  however,  was 
not  fillml,  for  the  wat4<ni  of  the  Loire  were  but  at  » 
middle  beiglit. 

It  wa«  %vn  o'clock  whon  l)tc  FVi^ncli  cannon  bt^gan 
to  (ttajr  upon  the  fort,  anil  die  shot^  were  answered 
by  Um>  Unglish  artiller}',  ao  tliat  for  a  time  both 
nniiiea  wt'n*  almoMt  Uidtlt'ii  in  lh«  Hniokc;  and  th<i 
fla»li  of  the  gun»,  and  thn  roitr,  and  wmctinics  thu 
crotli  that  followed,  were  the  only  notices  of  de- 
struction. But  .Teanne  waa  little  disponed  to  wait 
till  the  cannon  .-dioutd  make  breacliea  in  mounda 
and  walls  ealcdatcd  to  rxwirt  for  days  such  a  fire. 

*'  Bring  up  the  ladders,*'  she  otiih]  to  h*r  poopUt ; 
and,  wailing  only  for  the  next  discharge,  which  she 
ordered  to  b«  firi-d  at  once,  alie  ruslied  witJi  the 
koiglits  in  a  mius  to  th«  wry  wall.  The  ladders 
in  tnume  places  could  *«irci'ly  find  room  to  Iw 
p1unte<l,  and  there  hand  to  lioiid  wero  ibe  com- 
btttimte  engaged. 

None  flinched  or  fought  coldly.   D^r  Rays,  tliongh 

he  seemed  jiale  and  wan  vc^icn  he  cami*  into  the 

field,  placed  himself  side  by  sido  with  llio  maiden, 

and  showed  tliat  l>e  did  not  beer  coHnnand  witltout 

:rtaMirt    in  cotiriige.     John  of  OrleanH,    La    Hir**, 

'XanttaiUe*.  IV  Oravillc,  l>o  Ciuitry,  lie  Cnmnw, 

De  VilUir*,  Florent  d'illiura,  Thitmul  do  Xertnes, 

the  Admiral  Ijouis  dc  Cuhin,  t>w<  Bourg  of  Maa. 

caran,   Nicole  de  GirOme,  ciu'h  fought  as  tkwugH 

the  day's  honour  idiouhl  be  his  own ;  and  many 

■unnoted  vied  with  thrm.  ITntlnunted  amid  tlu-  fire, 

Jtmn  l*aaquerel  stood  besidi;  die  maiden,  or  bc- 
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neath  Uie  ladder  that  iht  had  mountfld  ;  and, 
though  he  struck  uo  blow,  he  lifted  high  tlte  croes, 
and  cnlk-d  on  lli«  French  to  the  attack ;  ami  in  the 
miiUt  of  the  wfir  cmitoUid  tlie  tttrickm  and  the 
dying. 

Terrihie  was  the  storm  which  was  poured  upon 
tlic  acmiliuitsi  each  tnbuctiet  and  aling  on  tbe 
towers  had  been  well  l«v«lkMl  for  0»  d<>f«Dc;«  of  ths 
walls  I  so  that,  even  amid  thu  smoke  of  the  cannon, 
a1ino«t  every  fttone  and  bolt  told  upon  the  Prencb. 
The  mallets  and  hatclicts  of  thi*  men  on  tho  mUs 
struek  strongly  and  unceasingly,  and  often  by  main 
force  thvy  seixed  on  the  ladders  and  hurled  iImoi 
backwardK  with  tltinr  freight  of  warriors.  The 
ilttcti  woe  encumbered  witli  tbe  wounded,  and  at 
every  fresh  repulse  the  assault  grew  fainter  and 
fainter, 

"On!  onT  still  itiout4>d  Jeanne;  "hero  I  pro* 
mise  you  rictory.  On  I  though  it  cost  us  tbe  wliola 
day,  we  rausit  not  tun)  hack '."  tlien,  leariug  for  an 
instant  the  assault,  site  flew  to  the  PAnnoneen,  and 
bade  them  bend  all  their  stiot  upon  on«  point,  so  m 
lo  gain  lier  an  entrance  to  the  bulwark. 

Two  such  discharges  were  given,  but  they  took 
time,  and  tlie  muund  only  slightly  crumblod  at  Uw 
top.  Again  her  ^tamlaid  waved  to  Uta  woU;  bat 
dasdale  himself  stood  to  oppose  her,  right  when 
tbe  cannon  had  been  directed,  and  which  could  out 
now  be  u^  against  that  point,  Int  friends  M 
well  as  foes  should  perith  by  Uwm. 

Weariwl  and  wounded,  the  French  began  tu 
give  way,  and  such  as  came  to  re^dace  tbe  strickaa 
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pftiued  oil  Iliu  brink  of  tlw  ditdi.  In  vain,  for  a 
time,  Jeanne  called  to  tbem,  besouglit  tlwm :  "  The 
Kn^lish  Hliall  g»in  iwUiiiig  by  their  resUtanoe,"  the 
rxckimud;  "their  hour  is  come!"  PoramoroentBhe 
was  left  almost  alone,  De  Rnyv  and  La  Him  an\y 
Gating  beniJe  h«r,  wltile  tlte  otiier  leaders  retired 
fbr  firmh  sw^cours.  Then,  springing  on  her  horse, 
which  Ixmis  dm  Oontes  tidd  for  hmr  on  the  out<>r 
brink  of  tile  ditch,  she  rode  round  the  threv  nde* 
of  the  bulwark,  to  mark  !«onie  place  weaker  than  the 
feat. 

■'Come  on  hero!"  she  xhouted,  a«  tiho  thought 
riiB  fspied  advantage,  and,  lenjni^  from  her  saddle, 
slie  seized  herself  a  ladder,  and  placed  it  once  more 
against  Uio  wall. 

At  tliiii  moment  an  arrow  cost  by  an  engine, 
which  had  been  pcnnted  at  her  during  lier  survey 
of  the  walls,  but  which  the  engineer  had  witliheld 
until  his  aim  could  be  made  sure,  struck  her  be- 
tween the  neck  and  tlie  shoulder,  its  point  pasaing 
through.  SIic  fell  from  the  ladder,  and  laj  for  a 
monHint  insensiblfl,  A  fllrange  paujte,  almtat  of 
silenc«,  first  told  the  event  j  and  then  a  shout  from 
the  Gn|^h,loud,  long,  and  full  of  triumph.  (ila.i- 
<iale  hintiHilf  rushed  to  tliat  (nrt  of  the  wall  and  bc- 
Iwld  lier. 

Then  ttie  English  poured  out  in  a  body  froni 
I  tlieir   gate,    un<l   rushnl   to   make   sure  of  their 

i  scourge  by  imprisonment  or  tkatli ;  hut,  as  the  Srtt ' 

I  approached  her,  site  recovered,  and  witli  hce  Rniall 

I  hatclw;*  struck  him  on  hia  knee  bvrridc  her.     If  tsing 

^^      and  leaping  ngainat  the  very  wall  of  the  bulwark, 
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the  atriK'k  upon  those  who  mimtinded  her,  fortu- 
nat4>ly  guanled  fixwn  tlic  missiles  •bove  by  tlie  vorj- 
number  of  thoeo  wlio  attacked  her.  On«  kiiighl 
hewed  hia  way  to  her  rescue,  wiUi  strokee  thnt  each 
Iniil  all  enemy  at  lii»  feet ;  and.  at  liis  example, 
otiiori  followed,  BUnouDdfid,  and  drew  her  to  the 
outside  of  tha  ditch. 

Ho  who  eanw  to  her  side  was  Jean  de  Gnmache. 
"  Take  my  liorse,"  he  cried,  ■'  nobte  maiden,  ond 
leave  the  field.  I  will  be  your  guard,  for  in  you 
n-i^te  our  hope :  forgivo  mo  that  I  evi*r  thought 
otherwisp." 

"I  have  no  malice  now,"  she  replie<l  faintly, 
"  nor  ex-er  could  have  against  bo  brare  aivd  good  a 
knight,"  With  that  she  Etrova  to  riw>,  and  avail 
herwlf  of  hiE  proffered  service,  but  riie  sank  again 
upon  his  arm. 

Agnin  pealed  a  about  ftom  the  English  on  tfao 
wall«,  that  told  frum  battlement  to  battlement  that 
they  had  won  the  day. 

"  Do  not,  do  not  take  me  from  tlie  fight,"  i^ 
cried  bintly ;  *•  it  will  diiiraurage  tlie  men  ;  wave 
my  standard  over  my  heart,  and  carry  m«  on  to  the 
walls.  PlaL-e  my  body  but  within  them,  and  thn 
good  Orleannuis  will  follow  it  and  win." 

"  No  I  no  !  I  will  be  obeyed  now,"  said  John  of 
Orleaofl,  who  came  to  lier  ride.  "  La  Hirt*,  hold 
the  grrHind  ns  well  as  you  may  firmly,  that  wu  may 
not  be  thrown  into  disorder.  It  ha«  befallen  as  I 
fmretl ;  bring  her  away." 

QamucW,  wlio  would  not  leave  his  chargi^,  with 
Jean  Posqucrcl  and  U)uis  des  ContH,  bore  her 


THE  KAID  OF  OBI.KANH.  53 

husk  from  Uic  line  into  a  field  at  a  little  diBtance  lo 
till'  south-east,  tbe  men  looking  on  with  such  sor- 
row as  tliey  passed,  as  though  tliey  had  ImI  tlieir 
earest  relative,  and  Home  niouniing  aloud, 
l^aid  upon  the  gniss,  her  chaplain  and  her  pogv 
ditanm-d  her  :    D'Aulon  approached  for  the  same 
purpose.     "  Not  you !"  she  called  to  him  earn^itiy  ; 
i  •;  it  is  now  that  y<iu  must  shww  mc  that  you  love 
me  J  bock,  I  charge  you,  in  tlie  name  of  Heaveo,  and 
^tpeak  from  me  to  the  soldiery,  and  keep  them  at 
'  thdr  poets."     He  obeyed. 

Tlio  extent  of  the  wound  was  now  visible  to  all ; 
tlie  arrow  projected  full  half  u  foot  at  the  back  of 
tlie  neck,  and  those  who  saw  it,  though  skilless  in 
furgery,  looked  wiitfutly  at  one  another,  as  though 
therv  were  little  hope. 

"  1  told  you  that  I  should  need  you,"  slia  siud  to 
Jean  PaMjuerel ;  "  perhaps  you  must  speak  for  me 
to  thwic  that  may  never  liear  my  voice  again." 

Pierre  d'Arc  approached  her,  coming  from  ano- 
ther part  of  the  battle-field ;  she  held  out  her  hand 
to  him,  and  bunt  into  tears.  He  knelt  beside  her, 
,.lDd  rai«ed  her  in  his  arm*. 

1  too  came  up  then,  and  forwd  my  way  nearest 
to  the  circle  of  the  chiefs  that  surrounded  her ;  in 
'  Epite  of  all,  I  should  have  preHitc<)  to  lier  side,  and 
bonie  her  bleBsbg  to  tboee  of  Domremy,  and 
inounicd  over  her  a*  even  oofte  there  would  have 
mounMd ;  but  lier  mice  vtayed  nie,  and  tlie  look 
tliat  accompanied  it. 

"  Orleans  sliall  not  be  lost,  and  the  promises  t 
liave  made  you  shall  be  kept,"  site  said;  ''and  sea! 
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MB !  I  am  at  pAftoc  :  do  not  be  troubled  for  mo^  for 
my  trouble  is  past,  whether  I  l!ve  or  die.  I  will 
tiy  trbat  is  to  come )"  and  witii  that  siw  broke  lh« 
arrow  with  one  ofiort  at  her  back,  nnd  drew  Um  tv 
munder  from  the  wound.  The  blood  folIowe<d  it, 
but  hvr  alnmi  ajiiK-urwl  to  Ix;  gon«,  and  slto  looked 
on  it  with  composure. 

"  Let  us  charm  the  -womid,"  tried  an  old  soldtv 
from  bcthiiid  John  of  Orleam,  and  Ui>  Rayj.  loukvd 
(ngerl;  for  her  reply. 

"Such  charms  are  ein!"  cried  the  maidvni 
"  Icnrn  this  of  nw,  to  di«  ntiwt  titan  to  mwrt  to 
them." 

"  Expect  you  then  ckath?"  asked  John  of  Or- 
kam. 

"  Ak  nil  do,*"  slie  said;  "it  will  come  one  da^  ; 
but  when,  where,  or  how,  is  not  revealed  to  me } 
bring  nie  cure  if  you  have  it  to  offin-  innooently,  for 
indeed  I  would  live." 

By  this  time  some  approached  with  nich 
nioiuu  of  stan<>hing  ttio  blood  as  liasto  and  igao- 
ranee  could  devise.  "  Here  ia  olive  oil,"  cried  on«*, 
tendering  it  as  a^ciSe,  while  another  brought  lard 
•pMod  on  linen.  She  ■ubmitted  to  their  applioarf' 
tions,  and  then  n>que*ted  all  but  her  confeesor  to' 
leave  her  a  little  apart.  AU  reverently  retired  out  of 
hearing,  forming  ittill  a  circle  at  that  dirtanoe,  and 
glancing  with  an  honester  interest  than  that  of  on- 
riosity  towards  her,  as  she  knelt  befon?  Jean  Pas- 
qucrel,  and  breathing  the  freer  <«eh  time  that 
they  sew  slie  was  stiH  alive,  and  abte  to  remain  id 
that  potturc. 
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I  wn«  too  de«i>l7  moved  to  uffect  <leoortun  [  m  ^te  • 
of  rebukea,  1  could  bend  my  eyes  no  otiwr  way ; 
and  I  Wlifid  the  tear*  stroiuning  dovii  Iter  cheeks 
at  his  words  of  affectionate  consolation,  and  soinc-- 
timee  as  she  bereelf  fi|)oke,  and  I  could  w«Il  guMs 
of  wliom. 

In  ODo  fpoK  apart  from  tiw  raX,  John  of  Orloans 
hs)d»  with  La  Hire.  Ue  Rays;  and  th«!  other  leaden, 
hnof  cotmanation ;  Uiun  c«ch  of  hi»  coniptutionK  rv- 
pairad  to  his  sev^al  (]uart«r,  he  alone  remaining 
near ;  and  as  Jeanne  rows  from  licr  jKwturo  of  pcni- 
limc^,  tlie  sound  of  retreat  from  n  Frvnvh  trumpet 
s&ucJt  upon  Iter  ear.  She  looked  around,  and,  act- 
ing the  Bastard,  vnfeubled  as  ehe  was,  eho  nished  to 
his  side. 

"  Silence  that  trumpet,  in  the  name  of  Heaven  1" 
she  said  ;  "  what,  l)U<:iiiiM>  1  haw  shared  Uie  fate  of 
M>  many  hraver  and  abler,  will  you,  brave  as  you 
are,  the  boast  of  Prance,  will  you  go  back  from  tho 
BngliHh?" 

"  It  IB  not  you  nlonc  who  are  struck,"  said  John 
of  Orleans,  mournfully  j "  this  day  has  cost  us  many 
lives  ;oue  who  survived  Azlncourt  and  Veriieuil 
liee  tlicra  before  us,  the  castellan  of  Baddefol, 
Richard  de  Gontaut ;  show  me  a  hope,  and  I  will 
not  yield  it,  hut  even  tho»o  who  trutrt  you  mo«t  will 
not  keep  tho  loddcra.  Wo  must  back,  and  tliank- 
fully,  tltat  we  have  yet  enough  to  hol<I  OrleanK." 

"  I  ctrnrge  you  to  remain,  at  least  to  tot  such  us 
will  stay  with  me  remain,"  cried  the  maiden ; 
"  look,  John  of  Orleans,  I  pray  it  of  you  on  my 
kneM.    You  arr  too  noble  to  reproach  mc  noifi 
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but  I  know  what  joa  think ;  you  tokt  mo  tint  tho 
fatfl  of  this  Any  lay  upon  mj*  limd.  It  does.  1  ilu 
not  slirink  from  tt  now,  but  let  it  be  tried  atill. 
Brove  BafltBrd !  if  you  hod  made  aucti  a  [iroaiisa 
as  I  bnvv  U>  you,  mid  to  (Iw  \xot  puuplc,  and  knew 
and  saw  now  tbat  it  would  bo  kept,  and  you  came 
to  rcU  me  as  much  ou  your  very  so\il*s  aafuty  as  I 
speak  to  you,  I  wotdd  die  by  youi  side  before  I 
would  abandon  you,  E^'cn  now  my  Voicce  bare 
chf^ert'd  fuid  comforted  me,  und  utgi-d  me  on  agaio.  mt 
1  Ewear  to  you  that  there  is  mon^  than  lioj».%  thi-n*  ^1 
ifl  certainly ;  you  do  not  know  liow  my  Uood 
tUrilli,  und  my  hnirt  bounds,  and  joy  leaps  iu  my , 
brain,  when  I  ln-ar  that  sound.  Look  you,  nbetw  bj 
my  wound  now?" 

*'  They  will  not  even  follow  you,"  said  John 
Orleaiix. 

"  Givtf  them  breath,  give  them  repose,  let  them 
retire  for  a  moment ;  cat  and  drink,  noble  John 
of  Orleanit,  and  rrfresh  yourself  with  the  leaders  but 
for  a  short  hiUf  hour.  Ah.  Nicole  de  Girftme,  now 
you  can  indeed  eave  me."  she  cried  to  him,  as  be 
approached  her  [  "  heed  not  my  wound  or  my 
health,  all  will  \k  well.  Awuy  witli  you,  back 
into  Orleans,  summon  oU  that  can  hear  arras 
without  leaving  the  walls  defenceless,  and  wIhmi 
you  sec  from  the  Belle  Croix  that  my  standard 
touches  tlie  wall  of  the  Inilwirk,  come  on  across 
the  bridge,  and  heap  lire  against  the  outwork  of' 
the  Tourelles  on  that  side,  and  strike  hardly  ami<l 
the  flame,  as  for  Uie  la»t  cIioiko  of  Orleans,  for  all 
»hall  be  well  if  we  be  but  brave  and  do  our  du^." 
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At  this  time,  D^Aulon  with  others  uf  tJie  vhi«fe 
came  up  as  iti  onlvr  of  retreat.  "  Uold  j'ou  my 
BUuidnnl  1"  she  said  to  Louis  des  Coates ;  "  friends, 
we  miist  not  go  back,  for  I  t«ll  you  of  a  surety  that 
wlwn  it  touclrn  thv  wall  of  t}i«  bulwarii,  the  day- 
is  our's,  the  Tourelles  are  won  !  La  Hire — bruvc 
D'  Uliers — all  of  you,  ask  wiUi  nic  uf  John  of  Or- 
leans not  yvt  to  surr«RdiT  tlic  Jiuld,  One  blow 
mon;  fur  lionour  I  for  Fraoop  !  1  charge  you  in  thu 
King's  power  \  1  charge  you  by  the  truth  uf 
Heaven  itielf  i  ooe  more  Aivault  I" 

*'  Lt>t  all  go  back  who  will,"  exeluinied  Jean  de 
Gamache,  "  my  bones  shall  be  laid  beeide  yotir's 
here,  if  none  else  will  contest  tlie  honour !" 

"  One  more  assault,  at  Ivost,"  cri«d  La  Hire. 

*'  Refresh  yourselves,  and  wait  for  me  but  half 
an  hour  \  I  will  be  with  you  well  and  ready,"  said 
she.  in  a  calm  aiid  cheerful  voice.  Ax  tltough  un- 
hurt, she  sprang  into  th«  saddle  of  h«r  liorse,  and 
waving  her  hand,  as  if  to  forbid  attendance,  rode 
into  a  vineyard  at  a  little  distancD,  and  there  for 
itoiiiewliitl  moru  than  a  r^uarlwrof  aji  hour  rvmainod 
in  uuniuet  prayer. 

Although  the  retreat  was  countermanded,  the  omi- 
nous trumpet  sounds  still  hauntivl  the  ears  uf  the 
stddiery,  and  tiie  temporary  absence  of  the  maiden 
dispirited  them.  D'Aulon  went  from  rank  to  rank, 
clieeriqg  them  as  wvU  av  he  mtglit,  wltile  tli^t  ottier 
leaden  reposed  and  ato.  Hu  looked  anxiously 
fimn  time  to  time  tovrards  the  vioeTard,  for  he 
dreodi^l  tlie  cotdnesa  of  furtlu^r  delay. 

Hu  tiad  hoard  the  words  of  Jeannu  delivered  in 
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thv  vamntooM  of  propltecj-,  that,  wlien  tbo 
danl  eliould  touirh  tlu!  bulmtrk,  tli«  Tqi 
•hould  be  woo ;  many  had  Iwaitl  them  with  him 
H»  know  tliat  tli«  beloved  standard  itself  aurwd 
forward  would  niUy  whatorer  of  vigour  and  otuirgf 
remaiuod  tn  the  Froncli  ranks. 

l-^r»t  lie  made  for  the  sbore,  where  a  boat,  laden 
bj-  )u«  orders,  awaited  his  oontmand-H  fur  being 
looeed  to  the  tido,  so  that  it  migbt  drift  down  Ic 
tba  sinaU  arch  on  which  \ay  thv  drawbridge  which 
joined  the  Tourelles  to  Uui  bulwark.  **  When  the 
stutdaid  of  the  maiden  touches  tlm  bulwark,"  nid 
he  to  thoed  appmnted  to  gtiard  it,  '*  cost  off  the 
ro{>e,  and,  as  it  comns  to  Uk  arch,  on  which  the 
current  »oCi  strongly,  fire  into  it  jour  bumi 
WTTOWS  well  and  tt«bdil]r."  He  tlxMi  rcturuni 
Louis  dM  Contes,  taking  with  him  a  bnvu  nod 
veteran  aokUer,  a  Bauiun  noted  for  his  »tiit>ngth 
and  preMOCo  of  mind. 

"Givo  mu  tlw  standard,  Irajr,"  said  he  to  the 
page,  "  you  are  wieary,  as  you  well  may  be,  nnd  wr 
mu»L  do  il»e  work  of  men  with  iu" 

"  It  wa«  g^ven  to  ma  by  Jvoiine  berself,"  nid 
Louis,  withht^diog  it. 

''  Am  Inot  (he  master  of  h»r  household  P"  n^ad 
D'AuioQ.  "  'Vb»  standard,  quick,  boy  I  it  Is  to  tars 
bsr  the  no^  of  again  exposing  lienelf,  weak  and 
woundiKl  as  she  is." 

"That  may  be,  but  it  is  my  trust  I"  replied 
Louis ;  "  she  wiU  ask  it  of  mo." 

« 1  will  take  It  frtHO  thee  by  fonx,"  aud 
D'Aulon ;  "  yield,  drroli,  at  my  word  t"  With  that 
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be  took  it  from  his  unwilling  grasp  ami  gavi*  it  to 
the  Bnsjuc.  "  Now  will  thou  follow  me,  step  by 
«lep,  Btwque  ?*'  be  eaid  to  him  ;  "  I  will  take  my 
tw^t  to  cover  us  from  tlieir  weapons,  oik)  the 
staiulonl  slmll  touch  the  bulwark,  and  work  at  least 
tuch  wooden  as  French  rulour  ran  acconiplish  and 
the  belief  ill  tlie  maiden's  proph«cy." 

As  tho  ttaDdanl  moved  nearer  to  the  entrenclt- 
nwnt,  thote  who  hud  followed  Jcaniie  sprung  from 
their  tinsty  meal  upon  their  leg>,  and  the  bravest  of 
the  chiefs  piessed  onward  to  be  ready  for  the  uiMuUi 
"  \jkAi  you !  look  yuu  1"  cried  Jeaa  de  Camiwhe 
to  Guy  dc  Cailly,  Ihi-  lord  of  Clw^y,  who  was 
watching;  with  him  id  llie  immediate  nuigtibour- 
hood  of  the  vineyard  to  guard  Jeanne  against 
either  danger  or  interruption, "  the  standard  moves 
to  tho  bulwark,  and  tiark,  tlie  [teople  »hout !" 

"Away,  away  to  tlw  hmidcn!"  cried  Guy  d« 
Cailly,  and  they  rode  right  to  the  vineyard. 

It  WM  a  strange  contrast  that  they  there  be- 
held from  the  tumult  on  tJw  other  side.  "See! 
see  !"  said  Jean  de  Gamiwlke,  uhnoat  in  a  whirper, 
"  what  a  brightnow  ii  on  her  face  \  slwuld  we  now 
speak  with  Imf  ?  At  I  live,  sho  hath  the  Voices  in  h«r 
COmpUiy  of  which  she  speaks !" 

'■  That  dMnit  has  awakened  her  ;  she  rises  from 
her  knees,*'  aoid  Guy  de  Cailly. "  Jeanne ;  Joaane ; 
the  standard  moves  tovrards  the  bulwark  I" 

** Then  on  !  on  !  to  its  succour!"  slwatod  Jeanne, 
with  an  animation  even  beyond  her  usual  enoffty. 
"  Tim  Tuurellei  most  bo  won  now,  or  ii'.l  is  lost  1" 

Mounlii^  her  own  lione,  she  rode  at  full  speed 
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to  lh«  ditob,  patsiiig  even  thowi  who  were  mw  m\ 
before. 

""  They  have  moved  too  soon,"  ulio  munuured. 
almost  in  de^air.  "Ho!  my  stAndard  t  my  «tMi- 
dord  !"  «lie  ericd  tn  tlie  Baaqui',  who  w««  od  tb" 
bonier  of  the  dibcti.  and  who  at  her  voice  paused 
and  braitated.  U'Auton  bad  nearly  ^ni-d  the 
other  Bide.  '*  Basque !  Basquft '.  b  it  thus  yim  koqi 
your  word  P  <»i !  on!"  Jeanne  had  seized  tliv 
standard.  "  Not  y«-t !  not  yet !"  iihe  cried  ;  "  then  ^ 
ie  no  sign  from  the  Bclk>  Croix ;  all  ia  not  ready."   H 

Tlie  Hngliiib,  amazed  at  the  contuntioti,  gaae<l 
a-oixli^ringly  oa  ibe  dii{>utiuita,  asking  each  nilier 
whetbftr  she  made  Uie  signal  to  them  of  tnica  or 
parley. 

"8h«  beMtates!  she  will  nut  figlit,"  cried  Poin- 
iDga  to  Glawbilo ;  but  ot  tlml  InNtant  the  Bnaque 
nwde  an  cfTort  to  follow  D'Aulon,  and  she  miSEattd 
the  standard  to  eacape  from  her  Itoid. 

'<  On !  on  !"  now  she  cried,  **  1  sue  the  white  cnoe, 
Nicole  dc  GirOme  i%  ready.  Ladden  to  Ute  wnUi ! 
On  !  on  !  Orleannois,  on  to  victory  !'" 

Two  or  three  svrift  aivd  terrible  ditcltargwa  came 
from  the  K»]!!b«b  cnnnon  and  euginca,   Knd   then    h 
their  shot  slackened.  | 

*' It  is  plain  that  their  animimition  was  olmoat 
expended,"  staid  .John  of  Orl<mn>,  "  and  well  for 
us  that  it  M.  D'AuluD  )»s  boon  too  luuty,  he  did 
not  hoar  her  word  to  Nicole  de  Gic^me,  and  the  ■ 
Knigtit  of  Ht.  John  ia  scarcely  ready  for  tin  yet. 
Stand  film,  men !  knights,  push  on  liardily  !  ghre 
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us  but  time,  nnd  the  maiden's  propliocy  shall  be 
accomplished." 

The  least  believing  trusted  the  word  of  the 
Bastard  of  Orleans,  luid  follow«d  him  to  the  stan- 
dard of  Joanne,  which  sliv  now  bore  hunwlf  upon 
the  wall,  on  whichlVAulon,  Gamache.  Novwlom- 
poQt,  Pi«nri>,  nnd  Pouleiigy,  inade  good  her  stand, 
filling  in  tulruncv  of  lior  as  well  as  tlu^y  could 
agwnst  the  desperate  efforts  of  the  English.  Sudi 
of  whom  as  had  expended  their  missiles  now  preand 
forward  with  tltuir  bilU  and  .nalleta  to  the  eooteet 
on  tlio  wo  II. 

itlattre  Jenn  and  his  son  watched  Uiosa  ad- 
vancing from  the  boulevard  of  the  Belle  Croix  on  Uie 
hfiilge.  "  They  will  not  lie  able  to  psas  the  broken 
orchis,  buy  !"  said  be,  in  despair. 

"  Tliey  liavL>  already  pa^ed  the  one  near  our 
own  fort,"  said  his  son. 

"  Ay !  ay !  one  arch,  that  is  c«sy — but  tliew  two 
that  the  EingUsb  have  broken  down  near  ttiis  end 
of  the  bridge,  before  their  own  outwork." 

"  Look,  look,  father  1  what  is  tliat  lliey  are  laying 
across  ?  the  fire  of  the  burning  aiTuwt  will  hanlly 
let  me  see." 

"  It  is  an  oak  gutter  from  the  houses,  sometliti^ 
thoy  have  torn  down  in  ha»tv,"  said  Maltre  Jean, 
"  but  it  is  too  slioit  r 

i*'  Ha !  ha  [  tliey  are  juecing  it !"  shouted  the  boy. 
**  It  is  a  desperate  bridge,"  said  his  father. 
"  Ijook  ut  tlittt  man  climbing  down  underneath  I 
don't  you  know  him  f  it  is  Muitrt!  Uugucl,  tiie  car- 
penter ;  they  are  handing  him  a  long  |>olc ;  look 
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what  n  capital  prop  he  makes  of  it !  Now  ' 
shoot  again  I  and  look !  look '.  ali»D§t  as  &Et  as  the 
darts  fly,  tliere  comos  tliat  Knight  of  St.  John 
lift«r  Utfm,  right  uptu  Ui«  KngU^i  bulwark uii  th« 
bridge.  What  a  blaz«  of  Uircbo  I  and  look  at 
the  fagots  tluty  are  hringing  up !  They'll  roaet 
tlie  rascally  Lundonx  in  tlieir  vhoU,  if  ihey  won't 
torn  out,  like  tiystwrs .'" 

"It  ia  time  to  mind  our  own  buBUtcss,  boy,"  said 
the  gunner ;  "  look  how  beautifully  tliat  boat  of 
Hamrv  D'Aulun's  SoaU  down  Uiu  nurrow  channel, 
liera  between  the  Isle  aux  Tuik's  and  tliis  shore, 
bearing  right  for  the  drawbridge  between  the  Tou- 
r^esandtbe  bulwark  on  thiHitide.  Now,  my  brave 
lad,  for  your  shot ;  atni  well,  my  dear  fi-llow,  for  the 
glory  shall  be  your's ;  you'll  Uve  longer  to  talk  of 
it  than  your  fatlier,  and  to  it  will  be  of  nioiv  u»e  to 
you.  They've  fired  those  blazing  arrows  w«ll  into 
her;  she's  on  fire  now,  burning  away  right  under 
the  drawbridge." 

"  Look  what  a  fire  they've  maiie  on  the  other 
■ide,"  cried  the  boy ;  "  where  is  Uie  maiden  now, 
father?" 

"  Don't  you  «ee  her  standard  between  the  red 
sky  of  tfae  setting  sun  and  ourseln^? — she  pressee 
them  in  the  outwork ;  you  can  see  Uist  she  gains 
step,  by  step  towards  the  Tourellea  ttiemjtelvfjt. 
Now  on,  on  id>«  goes  !  Uksdale  must  be  retreating 
into  the  main  fort,  either  to  defend  that  as  a  last 
hope,  or  else  to  oppose  Nicole  de  (iirdme  and  his 
people  on  the  other  side ;  kiok,  they  press  uii  the 
bridge,  hoy — now  ready  !" 
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"Hohl>  \uM\  Glasdale!  gorrenaer !"  coiled 
Jeanne  in  a  pieruing  voifi^,  as  (iliutlaJc  and  his  fol- 
lowers relunn-il  to  the  now  half-burning  ilmwbridgft. 
"  I  Imvfl  gn«t  pity  for  your  soul,  for  the  euuli  of 
your  people.  I  will  spare  you;  you  Iiave  called  me 
fitrumjwt,  but  1  fof^ivu  you ;  you  »liaU  liav<>  quarter 
— currcndor !" 

"  Ha  !  ha !  oome  on,  and  take  me  if  you  can  !" 
cried  Ulasdale,  but  a  terrible  exploeion  drowned  his 
voie«i  soverul  pouncU  of  pond^T  in  thi^  burning 
boat  exploded,  and  a  great  part  of  th«  drawbridge 
was  ^vered  into  atoms,  and  thoae  on  iC  were  hurled 
inlo  tli«  rivtr  bt-low.  On  one  tottering  stip|iort  of 
stonu  111-  and  two  otlier«  still  ^tuod  :  he  looked  round 
to  Spring  into  the  gatevay,  which  was  opened  to 
receive  lum,  but  on  tji«  instant  a  shot  from  the  cul- 
verin  struck  hi«  stunding-plocv,  and  tho  lut  of 
tbose  who  had  defended  the  bulwark  vmn  plunged 
with  him  amid  the  ruins. 

A  pAUKv  of  u  ffw  «econ<ls  followed  as  still  a* 
death  itself,  and  then  canxt  a  stiout  from  the 
French  side,  long  and  loud,  ringing  in  the  air,  and 
■gsnut  tltH  wallx  of  tlie  Tourelles,  so  that  you  could 
fwl  tlte  waves  of  the  voice  filling  tuiil  trembling 
in  your  ears.  One  «»r«ily  kst  cugir  answorcd 
from  the  otlier  side,  and,  with  the  btaie  that 
poured  Hbovt;  and  around  the  lofty  towers,  told  line 
French  titat  tlie  other  outwork  was  al»o  won  or  de- 
stroyed. 

At  lengtJi  the  shouts  ceased,  and  planks  were 
brou^it  to  form  anew  the  di.'stro)'«(l  pottsaga  to  tlie 
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tomn,  ooveriDg  from  tlie  vinvt  tlie  rui)i«  lutd 
tlead,  on  which  Jeanne**  vyc»  luul  been  fixed,  the 
tears  pouring  down  from  tliem  upon  hi^r  divvks, 
wliile  Jean  Paaquerel  by  her  aide  lifltti  the  '-ro** 
over  the  perishing.  Tlie  itifuriatiHl  wjUliery  rushed 
put  licr  into  tlio  archwoy,  cuul  Uic  EngUsli,  panic* 
stricken  by  the  loea  of  tliflir  leader,  fell  an  «uy 
prey. 

"  It  can  be  but  sorcery  or  somethin^^  more  t«!r- 
riblfl  that  could  conquer  GliudaUt  in  tliia  fort," 
cried  a  dying  Kngliili  soldier,  and  Ite  spoke  the 
mind  of  many  of  his  follows ;  the  standard  Reamed 
before  the  archway,  and  tltey  looked  on  it  in  dismay 
and  despair. 

But  it  was  to  many  a  nfeguard  and  a  refugn 
wlien  no  other  availed.  "  Ha  I  they  stay  their 
defenceless  foes  t"  cried  tlie  iiiaideii,  awaking 
from  hur  grief  ill  the  cry  of  deutli  within  Uw 
fort;  "quick,  Jean  Pasquerel,  ascend  you  cor 
towor,  while  I  searcii  through  the  other.  Pardon  *. 
ransom!  quarter  I  pity!"  site  called,  aa  alie  ran 
from  stage  to  stage  of  the  lofty  I'oatcra  townr, 
stayingin  every  room  some  mereilcss  act  of  dcatli. 

In  this  task  she  encountered  Kicole  de  Girfmej 
om;  press  of  thu  hand  was  nil  the  time  allowed  of 
thanke  or  congratulation.  He  joined  her  atoncu  in 
er  ta^k.     John  of  Orleans  and  the  other  Waden 

onded  tliLin  when  all  wa<  lecurcty  won.  She 
gained  the  roof,  nod  the  people  of  Orlwms  saw  in 
the  last  red  streaks  uf  the  evening  Iter  stntnlanl 
fluAtiiig  tdxnv  the  I'uurelW.   Slic  d«*ocnilcd :   sul- 
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diers,  citizens,  prisoners,  assembled  round  her,  and 
the  people  of  Ch-leans  poured  out  from  the  southern 
gate  of  the  city,  to  meet  the  maiden  as  she  passed 
across  the  bridge  accomplishing  the  morning^s  pro- 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


Okeat  as  had  beca  tho  triumpli  of  tiie  day, 
cttiz«ii3  of  Orleans  abstained  for  the  momL-nt  froiii 
rejdcicig   when   tlicj-   Iwanl   of  the    wouihI    tiMi 
Jeanne  bad  received. 

John  of  Orl«ai»,  Gamacbe,  and  many  of 
chiefs,  accotnpaniod  the  maiden  to  the  trciuurm-'i 
housu,  not  to  ahora  in  Ikf  honoun,  but  to 
Uiemselves  of  her  safety.    The  surgeon,  whoce  at- 
tendance U'AuioQ  haidinttanlly  required,  admitted 
that  the  hurt  wa«  tertne,  but  tnirted  tliat  Mtn* 
days  of  weaknees  and  repoae  would  be  its  only  coo- 
sequence,  and  it  was  not  till  lie  was  so  aaguriMl  that 
the  gallant  John  of  Orleans  left  li«r  to  tho  cara  oIL 
her  moie  immediate  friends. 

The  temperance  of  lier  habit,  which,  even  afbil 
that  day  of  fatigue,  she  could  in  no  mantuir 
brought  to  transgress,  was  another  warrant  for  Iter 
recovery,  and  before  she  retired  to  her  bed  the  her-^H 
self  distniNted  tlte  people,  wlto  anxiously  crowdMlH 
the  street,  though  thpy  anuited  the  news  in   re- 
spectful and  considerate  silence,  with  thanks  and 
words  of  trust  in  her  own  safety. 


'4 

b«  V 


THE  MAID  OF  ORLEANS. 


67 


Except  the  watch  upon  tlwf  walls,  the  city  slept  in 
prufoui^il  tninquiUity,  sav«  wWru  tliv  cungratula- 
tioHH  for  honoun  won,  or  tiw.  lament  ovor  friends 
lost,  iDtkle  the  evening  late  in  mirth,  or  the  night 
wftki-ful  in  deepair.  Strangely  mingled  were  the 
wassail  and  the  ]an)ent,and  sudden  were  the  changes 
which  good  fctOing  and  sympathy  wrought  from 
Uie  one  to  tlie  other ;  but  it  is  so  ever  wlu-n  the 
great  tide  of  life  is  swollen  by  a  t*mp»r9t — it  bean, 
in  its  course  of  seeming  blindness,  riches  and  de- 
struction tcgeUber.  From  door  to  door  walked  the 
ininiltering  priesDiood,  now  more  than  ever  the 
friends  of  those  tliey  taught,  for  the  ilmth  nround 
tliem  bad  made  men  Uiink,  and  the  fathers  were 
leganled  too  <u  the  npocial  assistaate  of  her  who 
hod  delivered  them,  and  whose  name  that  night 
sounded  in  praise  and  gratitude  from  every  tongue 
in  Orl>-an», 

Those  who  watch«<l  towards  tlie  nortlt  and  west, 
tlie  only  quarters  of  the  city  now  invested  by  Um 
Ei^^ish,  saw  with  tntorot,  and  somelinion  ahnoet 
witJi  alann,  Uie  movement  in  the  Gngltsh  host, 
which  tlie  clear  siarliglit  allowed  Utem  to  trace. 
Sflmll  IkhIivs  as  escorts  hurried  from  one  entnmch' 
ment  to  another,  and  aometimjes  the  movement  of 
lights  denoted  activity  as  well  as  watchfulness. 

"  Tut !  wo  liavu  notliing  to  oxpuct  from  them," 
said  Pliilippe  the  soldier  in  relieving  guard  to  thoev 
wlio  rccoinmended  to  luin  grvat  carw.  "  I  never 
sleep  on  my  post,  or  slint  my  cars  or  my  eyes  ;  but 
Talbot  is  nut  tlie  man  to  let  us  find  hint  out  easily 
by  cither  if  lie  meant  to  attack  us  by  night.    It 
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seems  to  me  tliejr  murt  be  as  tired  at  least  of  the 
vnx  as  wo  an*,  *o  «li.-i-p  in  peace  till  the  morning, 
and  then  perhaps  we  inay  make  another  day  of  it." 

But  the  next  morning  wtu  Sunduy,  and  for  tliat, 
not  for  pain  of  her  wound  or  for  fatigue,  ileanne 
rose  unarmed. 

"  GoJ'«  holy  day*,"  said  sthe,  *'are  (rrcatintT-' 
ci««  to  thoF«  wlio  ooly  toil ;  the  poor  have  one  day 
as  free  and  happy  as  the  rich,  if  they  are  niee ' 
enough  to  claim  it ;  but  when  it  ia  a  respite  from 
cruelty,  wlien  it  Etay»  death,  pain,  and  weeping  for 
those  w«  love,  I  for  one  will  use  it  in  poac«,  and 
with  ecunest  thanks." 

ISuch  tfanf^uillily  apitcantd  not  to  be  permitted 
to  her,  for  even  John  of  OrtcanK  came  to  sock , 
her. 

"The  English,"  said  he,  "are  pouring  fromi 
tlicir  biulil]e«,  and  forming  in  ordor  of  battio ;  their 
lines  reach  to  our  very  walla.  1  know  not  wiMther  j 
they  mean  to  attempt  a  reroji^o  fur  their  losses,  and 
to  carry  tlie  city,  as  we  have  taken  thoirforts,  but  it 
linlioves  us  al  li'ast  to  be  well  preiwred.  I  have  no 
councils  now  apart  from  your's,  Joanne,  for  aflvr 
what  we  have  witneesed  together,  I  say  with  you^fl 
tluit  u  higher  hand  than  our'«  ik  in  it, and  I  will  do 
as  you  direot ;  give  mo  but  your  thoughts  quickly, 
for  our  soldiery  will  not  be  restrained,  but  pour  it 
numbers  from  tlie  gotw,  imintient  of  all  contnil^ 
and  burning  to  engage  in  open  6eld." 

"Notto-day.  D'Aulon!  go  at  once  to  them  frami 
me !  Stay!  I  cannot,  perhaps,  curry  my  armour  ;^ 
DOT  sball  1  need  it,  us  1  hope.    Hare  you  no  UghtJ 
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coat  of  mail  tb^  I  may  put  on  at  oncn,  aitd  that 
wiU  oot  fever  ray  wouml  ?" 

"  Oo  at  (MKc  for  that  Italian  liaubvrk  which 
the  king  gave  me ;  it  came  from  tienoa,  and  is  as 
light  as  a  silken  doublet "  Kaid  John  of  OrleaoA  to 
one  of  his  i-^uires. 

"  it  is  next  in  joy  to  me  to  the  people's  safet}', 
and  the  I)auphin''s  weal,  to  hear  you  sjx^ak  as  you 
bare  spukuti  to  mo,  noble  Bastard  !  1  thunk  you, 
but  tlwTQ  are  better  thanks  than  mine.  Take  them 
yet,  for  you  rejoice  me,  and  there  is  mme  need  of 
liappiiWKt  ill  «utU  bitter  strife.  Wi;  munt  do  our 
duty ;  let  us  go  forth  r»idy  and  6t  for  battle,  if 
battle  be  forced  upon  us ;  hut  let  us  go  as  Heaven's 
soldier*  ilu>uld,  i>ot  ofli-ring  or  jHMtkiug  it  thi«  day. 
If  tlify  dure  to  outrage  the  truce  command^Nl  to 
the  whole  world,  doubt  uot  He  who  made  it  is 
itroiig  ciiouf^ti  to  ketfp  or  to  avl;ng^^  it.  L*t  my 
hune  be  brought  to  the  porch,  Louis,  and  f«ir  not 
for  me  to-day,  for  wlioeoever  tJiis  day  should  &1I, 
tbouid  die  as  a  martyr  tiappily." 

TUe  other  chiefs ,tlioso  who  had  dii-j>uted  »»  well  as 
those  wlw  had  always  owned  her  autliority,  crowded 
to  her  cJiamber.  "  The  people  wait  you  without," 
«aid  La  Hite,  "  though  they  itliout  not  as  Uwy 
use4,  li-Jit  thvy  sliould  disturb  you ;  fur  none  but 
De  Rays,  and  some  hotheaded  follower*,  wtU  leave 
Orieans  to-day,  without  your  command ;  and  if 
yuu  bid  them,  SuSulIc  uiul  ThHiuI  will  have  uitc  fur 
tJioir  &i>e  urray ;  and  a  Rne  array  tt  is,  it  inUKt  be 
owned.  By  my  leading-staff,  they  stand  as  proudly 
OR.  our  fields  as  though  tliey  were  their  owu,  and 
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neither  man,  taint,  nor  deril.  oould 
ihem." 

"  They  shatU  see  that  we  do  not  fear  th*tn  ;  they 
dtall  MO  viij  -vw  do  not  irar  thorn ;  th«y  tbaU  fM 
what  wo  do  Gwr>"  mt<l  Joauine,  witli  nil  h«r 
energy.  8lie  then  upproucltMl  tht^  wiatlnwr,  tuul 
threw  it  open ;  "  Good  morrow,  friemU !"  b^i]  she 
to  the  Uiick  crowd  below.  "  TIte  Engluh  Utrmlm 
to  disturb  lu,  if  we  wur!iht)>  Htnvca  boni  |  let  n* 
see  what  tliey  will  dare  to  do  ii>  tlu'  fiold." 

A  flltoutofgladoeeeboth  welcconed  and  replied  to 
har  i  Olid  from  that  time  mirth  and  jorinl  plea- 
santrv  snundod  fTXHn  one  end  of  tlic  long  lioe  to 
tlie  oilier.  "  Sheismfol"  *'Slie  iswvll  I"  "She 
will  he  witli  us !"  psseed  from  eaoli  to  the  otlier,  and 
nil  pi»EMivil  for  the  cxpt-cted  ttruggliit  rs  for  a 
festival.  Tiie  light  armour  was  brought,  and,  m 
she  put  it  ou,  she  spoke  to  Jean  Paequerel  <«lin]y 
and  humhly. 

"  Let  UK  pkcl^  our  altar  In  the  fields,  and  hn»  i 
they  will  venture  to  shed  blood  upon  it.  I  had 
given  tliis  day  to  peace  and  to  prayer,  luwl  I  wiU 
so  dedicate  it  atilL  Tito  bulwark  wo  will  build 
arouml  us  this  day  is  one  tliruugh  which  tnoitel 
will  cannot  break  i  come  forth,  and  let  us  show 
we  can  trust  i(." 

Soon  armed  iti  tho  »hirt  of  mnil,  slio  d*soeai 
to  the  porch,  DiuunKsd  her  Itorw,  and  lliea  naim  at 
once,  her  standard  in  her  hand,  to  the  Honord 
Gate ;  but  she  made  a  sign  for  a  monietit  to  kaap 
it  closed,  -and  waved  the  standsnl  ii>  t4>r  BilanB*. 

"  Let  noDo  strike  or  mora  butnt  my  wordf"  tim 
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called  aloud  i  "  follow  me  orderly  and  colml;  along 
thelmcofUivvrulb  to  tli«  Dorth.  Frieods,  pass  the 
word  along ;  obey  your  leadan,  as  if  I  couM  speak 
toall  by  tliem;  If  you  tin-  luniled,  strike  hardily ; 
fur  I  proiniK  yuu,  Id  the  naine  of  Heaven,  tliat  you 
sliall  not  strike  iu  rain ;  but  it'  not,  nut  a  blow,  not 
even  a  word  of  repruacli.  It  is  the  Holy  Sunday. 
Yesterday  we  vanquislK-d  tliem  in  war;  to-day 
w*  will  brave  them  tn  peace.  Ulood^  .titi,  atul  dia- 
comfiture  shall  be  upoo  tlietn,  iftJtuy  break  it." 

By  tliiK  time,  Jeun  Pasquerd  and  bis  attendant 
ministers  approeicbej  with  audi  hasty  prepamtions 
for  the  service  she  had  comnianded  as  tlwy  oould 
make ;  and  they  went  not  niggardly  provided ;  for 
all^eccleoaeticaiid  lay,  were  pn>ud  to  devote  whaU 
ever  tliey  would  accept.  Ttie  solemn  chant,  the 
banner  of  Jeait  Pas<|iicrel,  which  had  led  the  suc- 
cour to  Orleans,  headed  the  march  from  its  walls. 

The  gate  was  thrown  open ;  and  the  English 
were  nntazod  and  awe-stru«k  at  the  unwonted  sally, 
and  tlw  fatal  rvmentbrance  tliat  it  brought.  They 
kept  Dieir  ranks  in  dogged  or  iu  martial  silence, 
glaring  with  ingv  that  was  only  withheld  by  disci- 
pline,  and,  perhaps,  byn  tliriU  of  supematuml  terror, 
on  the  line  of  priests  and  warriors  that  passed  in 
oqiuil  but  more  joyful  silence  almo«t  besicb  then. 
They  moved  not  an  inch  of  gnnind ;  but  Jeanite, 
with  her  banner,  followed  by  her  own  companions, 
Ibo  leaders  with  Uwjir  several  corps,  Ste.  Severe,  De 
Couluuces,  Oe  Coroaze,  La  Hire,  XontiaiUes,  and 
many  wlioae  names  are  consecrated  in  the  offiK- 
tions  of  fVance,  passed  slowly  and  orderly  by  them, 
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till  ttwy  came  to  a  more  open  space.  Hi 
Kays  too  joined  them,  for  lie,  thougK  \w  bud  vdl^ 
turvd  to  obscrvo  had  tiol  xtruck  a  blow,  but  awnib^ 
Iinr  errival,  vitlkheld  fnan  any  i>enuDal  ftdvenLun 
by  the  numbers  and  mien  of  the  etieaiy. 

■leaniie  indicated  to  Pasquorel  a  phicn  for  tli 
altar,  and  then  glanced  quickly  round  upon  Xiw 
diRposilion  of  tbe  l^lish,  and  upon  her  own  poai-i 
tion.  A  few  words  mtli  Ste.  Severe  and  Lu  Hi 
served  to  vxpluin  ber  thougbbt ;  a  •quan: 
of  foot  wus  posted  in  the  centn^  wbore  JeaniM  hei^ 
self,  with  some  of  tlw  bravest  cbivalry,  were  ttody 
to  (upport  tbi-ro ;  tlio  wiagpt  of  arohent,  n-itii  Uw 
rut  of  the  cavalry,  took  their  placas  on  each  side 
under  tbe  walls,  commanded  by  Ste.  Sev«re  and 
!><>  Ravii,  aitd  extended  tli«  whole  way  bcAraan 
ihi;  ttiiiunl  QaU  and  that  of  Pans,  on  tbo  northof 
tbe  town,  so  as  to  be  apt  for  succour  from  tritbin, 
or  ready,  if  iii^odful,  for  retreat. 

SuHulk,  Tulbot,  and  Scnlnt,  were  seen  fOfiiang 
from  line  to  line,  and  each  army  expected  the  con- 
hat,  which  appeared  to  be  inevitable  |  tbe  muckin: 
nnd  cuniion  on  the  walls  were  charged   rrady 
play  over  tlis  Iveads  of  tlie  French  upon  the  fuetny 
and  it  soemtid  as  if  the  couching  of  a  single  lanci 
the  sound  of  one  culvcrin,  the  waving  of  one  leader 
hand,  would  unchain  all  tlie  fury  and  might  of  the 
qpposiiig  tioets. 

*'  '*  Remember  my  words,  and  »)und  ibein  a{{MD 
from  one  t(>an(itlior,"erii'd  JcanDofnom  1 
where,  seen  by  all  ttte  army,  she  stood 
fflwidaH  by  ttie  altar.   <'  This  day  w«  ,a 
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to  worship ;  we  will  do  so  feurlcwly.  Let  those  wlio 
think  they  mre  strong  vnough  to  strive  with  U«aven 
rtrikv  if  Uwy  may.  Let  them  do  so,  and  tliey  aliall 
fall  as  lielpteesly  as  witliered  leavM.  But  lot  us 
pray  that  this  clay  we  may  bo  uiiKtained  with  thoir 
bluod  iLS  with  our  own.    Peace,  love,  mercy  tu  all  I" 

A  murmur  repeated  her  words  as  nearly  oa  it 
might  along  the  ranks ;  theclisnt  pealed  out  aluud, 
and,  in  a  moment,  all  thu  Frmeh  were  proiitrat« 
boforo  thv  altar. 

Many  a  hardy  Englishman  quailed,  as  the  sacred 
element!  wcrr  twice  lifWd  abovu  the  heads  of  tlie 
adoring  multitude,  and  the  orders  of  tluiir  chief* 
were  given  in  a  reverent  low  voice.  Talbot 
knew  well  that  Uie  army  that  did  not  fear  thus 
to  kiit-cl  in  the  fuce  of  its  foo,  would  accept 
death  us  a  greater  boon  than  earthly  triumph  ;  and 
that  Uie  bejit  he  could  hope  would  be  tlie  slaughter 
of  man  for  man  ;  and  in  that  tiie  annihilation  of 
his  own  army  witli  tbeji'a.  Tti«  FVnch  tieard  the 
Round  of  ttie  KtigUsh  clarioiis,  the  tiamp  of  llieir 
march,  without  a  movement  [  they  awaited  firmly 
one  voice  rvady  foitlifuUy  to  obey  iu  'ITiat  voice 
spc^  not  till  the  fecond  mass  was  concluded. 

"Are  Iheir  faces  towards  us  now?"  cried 
Jeanne,  rai&ing  Iterself  from  the  ground. 

'*  They  retreat,"  was  tlie  reply  from  many  voices. 
"  May  we  not  pursuer  ?"  asked  nearly  as  many, 
whom  even  the  rites  of  religion  could  not  leach 
forgiveness  of  tlieir  oppreeaors. 

"  No!  no  !"  cried  tin'  maiden.  "  they  depart! 
let  them  go  in  peace  I      U*  yuu  altnck  theoi,  \ 
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beer  back  R>y  8tan<lanl ;   I  tan  noi  with  ^ou ; 
Hoavea  is  against  yuu :  let  them  dvparl.      ^'^ 
you,   as   I  wftii  yntenlay,  on  Uie  brink  of  ilettUi^ 
would  you  n<it  Kparc  them  to-day  ?' 

The  people  were  ubusheil  uimI  iiUmt.  "  Coma,'* 
she  mid  to  thera,  "  let  lu  return  into  Uie  cit}',  and 
render  thank*  that  it  is  fraed  ;  we  can  do  so  now, 
without  IVnr,  without  hindrance !"  By  all  but  a 
very  few  ehe  was  oboyed  ;  for  thougli  La  Hue  and 
oUtera  of  the  chiefs  Bflervrards  hung  upon  \ha  rmr 
of  thoite  wlio  retreated  to  watch  their  motioiu, 
and  give  an  account  of  their  destination,  yet  Uwy 
shewed  no  vxampla  of  intubordination  now,  but 
aecompankd  the  slow,  calm  march  of  thu  ftoldi«n 
and  citnens  to  the  gates  of  the  town. 

A  Btrange  sight  waa  it  to  beliold  the  two  divi- 
flom  of  the  I'iOglisli  army :    Uiat  under    Talbot^ 
taking  tlio  toud  by  tim  west  to  Meun.  and  thatHj 
under  Suffolk  tlw  eastera  one  to  Jui^goau,  march- 
ing with  little  interruption,  and  with    none  that 
they  deified  to  resent,  or  even  remark,  in  tite  pr«- 
wiKe  "f  (lietr  hitherto  victorioua  foeG;  pursuit^, 
with  equal  trunquiUity,  thoir  return  to  tiie  delivertid,^ 
city ;  and  it  woe  stianger  still  to  fool  tlat  uU  Uii^f 
peace  appeared  but  aa  t)ie  will  of  onu  young  nuudeo, 
or  rather  as  the  exerciae  of  the  wondrous  power  IB-  ^ 
trusted  to  her. 

Ttw  grent  and  solemn  ri>joicing«  of  tlw  momii 
bad  neither  loss  nor  woe  to  blend  witli  them  : 
triumph  of  tlie  Sabbath  1    But  their  dutikw  xm^. 
lously  paid,  the  good  people  gave  tiientti'lves  up  Ui 
inirtiiful  festirity.     They  took  sportive  possusaiuD 
of  tlie  fhrts  erected  to  oppro>s  tbem ;  and  finding 
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ia  lh«in  muclt  to  alloviat«  the  ittill  unsupplied 
wants  of  Uie  poorer  townsmen,  some  mad«  gay  pro- 
oentODS  Willi  the  apoil,  bringing  it  into  the  towD ; 
whilo  othera  wrookMl  a  hoitnlu*  vengeance  on  the 
hitherto  terrible  forts,  levelling,  amid  unoMnng 
shout*  of  <lelighc,  the  formidable  entrenchmonti 
with  the  groui>d. 

While  we  won  mtrrily  employed  in  tlit«  Itann- 
Ivcs  nitKhief,  a  shout  of  Inugtitrr  was  henrci,  from 
the  rood  of  Meun,  and,  turning  towards  it,  we  saw 
a  man  riding  on  the  brawny  shoulders  of  a  priest, 
whom,  much  agaiiat  hi*  will,  lie  guided  towanU 
tu.  "  It  is  the  Buurg  do  Bar  I  Vive  the  noblu 
BouFj^  d«  Bar  !"  cried  one  who  knew  him,  and  the 
•liout  was  directly  answcr«d  hy  many  otliers. 

"Give  ma  hammer  and  file,  or  use  them  forme." 
said  the  rider ;  <*  for,  tilt  1  g«'l  rid  of  lhi>  chain  to 
my  legs,  1  must  still  trouble  tliis  n.-vcrunJ  fatlier  to 
cany  mo.  L«t  tiim  not  uacape  though,  for  the 
worthy  Ati<o[Ustin  is  oonfeEsor  to  the  EngUsh  Talbot, 
and  had,  indeed,  the  care  of  uie  a^  hia  prisoner  ; 
but.  when  I  found  that  Uie  siege  was  miaed,  aud  the 
Bngtbh  were  worsted,  I  thought  it  ufelei«  to  fol- 
low such  losing  gamesters  ;  so,  being  by  ourselves, 
as  1  could  not  w^ill  walk  the  road  witiiout  auist- 
anco,  and  then  too  slowly  to  kiwpup  willi  tlw  Bog- 
Itth,  I  tltought  we  might  do  as  well  to  chaiij^ 
places,  for  I  had  played  prisoner  loi^  enough ;  and 
the  worthy  fattier,  string  lie  could  do  no  bett«'r, 
with  the  help  of  an  atlmooishing  cufT  or  two,  took 
me  on  his  back ;  and,  by  my  carefully  keeping  lum 
in  the  right  road,  has  brought  me  back  to  Orleans ; 
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wli«re  [  will  strive  to  take  l»  good  con  of  Itimi  at 
Im  htttli  ufmu." 

TlwAu({UsLin  wWDut  tlie  only  prisoner  taken  from 
theEngltBh  ;  butiftliey  were  not  captured  so  mirtiv 
fully,  tlu>}'  were  now  tivAted  as  kiuilly  i  ami  brought 
ratlivr  U9  lK)#Uig<-»  tluui  &i  «ui[ni>fK  into  Uiu  tiitj. 

A«  toon  H»  Jcftnne  bad  visited  the  Ste.  Croix,  um1| 
in  some  degree  satisfied  Uie  people,  whose  coDf^rattt^  1 
latioiis  aim]  Uionks  greeted  her  to  the  relief  of  Ouitr 
own  licarlK,  mm]  alnwwt  to  Dm  puin  of  Ixirs,  the  fouai 
assembled  at  Jacques  Boucher's  the  few  whom  iho  ^m 
had  admitted  to   her  confidence   ai>d   frieiidiJiip,  ^| 
There,  n>4li»g  un  acuuch,  tor\^livvi,^tJte  ctifTncsanf 
lier  wound,  which  else  stui  little  regarded,  sIm  drew 
the  circle  round  her,  and,  perlini>»,  for  the  first  time 
for  years,  taalisl  of  unmingled  jO)-,  in  fiHOiit^  Uint-^ 
rhe  had  itoRio  power  to  bestow  it  on  tlw  worthy.  All  B| 
stood  affectionately  silent,  watching   rather   tlwQ 
addretaing  Iter,   save  such  nltentions  as  ftladmiw 
Soucher,  und  hor  daughter,  and  Mario,  could  shew. 
,„TI)^  BMmed  to  wait  her  words  almost  with  lu 
much  reverence  as  interest.  ^jj 

"  To  you,  uohlv  Knight,"  ithe  said  to  Nioolo  da^^ 
Oireine,  "  1  hu^'c  no  tlwnks  to  offer  that  anj  wortb 
your  accepting  :  you  have  fought  for  a  nobler  pur*  ^ 
pose   tlian  to  save  a  silly  girl,  who,  but  fur  tba^| 
autliority  wliich  is  noni!  of  her  own^  should  willingly 
as  properly  luivi;  bc«n  but  us  your  va»al,   but   1 
have   the  right  at  least,  hy  the  Dauphin's   com 
mission,  to  speak  his  tlianks  ;   and  1  teJl  you,  uvi>a 
in  a  greater  name,  that  you  have  done  well  fw 
Prance;  wliich  knowledge,  doubtleM,  is  in   your 
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faeurt  OS  wM  u  in  mine,  for  you  boar  not  that  holy 
sign  upon  your  breast  in  vain.  Live  and  prosper 
in  your  worthy  hnnoura,  and  remember  rnK,  if  it  so 
pleue<>  you,  fu  on«  thot  gmtcfUUy  prays  for  yon." . 

"  It  shall  be  the  noblest  remembmnce  of  my  life," 
said  the  knight,  "  that  I  liare  fought  by  your  sidt> 
to  til*  tind,  ai)d  trttrted  j*ou  from  the  b^jrinniiig." 

Why  dwell  on  tbc  many  kindnenes  vbirh 
filled  1h«  i«st  of  the  day,  and  which  were  felt  so 
tnucli  more  d«uply  thau  they  were  told  in  word*. 
Jean  d«  Ganaeho,  thougli  he  rltrtertnincKl  to  rejoin 
her  whenever  she  should  reeum«  command,  did  not 
attempt  to  conceal  how  much  he  was  aSccted  at 
quittiRff  Iter  now. 

To  Novelompont  and  Poulengy  nhe  was  more 
kiiu]  than  eTCr,  speaking  to  them  a  Uiousand  cx- 
pmnons  of  gralitudv,  and  (ftki»!;  bliim«  to  herself 
that  she  had  so  little  thanked  them  before.  "  But 
mark  you,"  Mid  site,  "  how  many  good  and  kind 
friends  I  have  now,  iiml  thi«  it  a  gift  of  your's,  who 
i«<l  mfl  from  Vaucouleurs  to  ttw  Dauphin ;  our 
venture  has  been  one.  Your  praiw,  noble  D'Au- 
Ion,"  she  nddrcuMMl  him,  "  murt  come  from  him 
who  pluci-d  me  under  your  wise  and  honourable 
guidance.  Father  Jean  Pairiuerel,  you  shall  have 
much  more  good  to  do  for  nn^,  whirh  is  all  that  you 
w«k  from  any.  Pierre  shall  tell  me  what  he  wishes 
wlien  we  are  alone )  my  seri'ices  are  not  things  sold ; 
that,  he  well  know*,  would  be  a  sacrilege ;  btit  he  has 
done  worthily,  and  of  that  I  may  speak.  And  how 
shall  1  leave  you,  my  kind  host  and  hostess  ?  And 
you,  Charlotte !   I  have  nothing  to  give  you  for  all 
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your  kin<lBN*  t   not  erea  a  reiDembranw,  but  mf 
wnos,  and  those  I  must  not  port  with  jet.     What 
will  you  have  of  me  that  you  may  oot  quite  forg^^^ 
meV  fl 

"  THal  WW  tball  never  do,"  cxcl&im«l  Mwlatne      ' 
Boucltei.     "  What  do  not  this  girl  aniJ  I  cfWu  lo 
j-ou  P  what  does  not  every  mother  and  daughter  ts 
Orieonn? 

'*  And  every  fittbcr,  too,"  eaid  Janquos  Boncttfr 
very  earoostly  and  affectionately ;  "  I  joioed  witJi 
tliciii  itoni«what  ignorantly,  t>at  to  thwart  hot  toj 
arouGi-    yuu    yv^Urrday  morning ;    it  was   on  mi 
conscience,  and  now  I  have  told  you  of  it." 

**  Did  I  not  know  it  th«n  ?"  said  Jeannv  witli 
nnilv ;  '*  but  I  should  forgive  you,  even  If  you  had 
be«n  armed  against  me,  like  the  lurd  of  Gaurourt  i 
but  wlat  am  I  to  giv»  you  ? — Charlwtte,  reach  in« 
Uiat  hat  and  feathars."  And  Uto  girl  gava  her  the 
blue  satin  cap,  plumed  richly,  wUkh  Jeanne  uxitally 
wora  when  she  did  twt  need  hor  lielmot 

''  It  has  been  too  roughly  worn  for  a  wotnaa  to  be 
rain  of  it,"  said  Jeaoue,  putting  it  on  Charlotte's 
head;  "but  your  good  fellow-c)ttxc4i«  love  it:  pcrliaps 
it  is  not  6t  for  your  other  woman's  gear ;  but  put  it 
on  now  and  then,  and  think  of  your  friend  who  wore 
It ;  not  liecBUic  shu  liked  to  play  tlie  man,  but  bs. 
cause  the  time  called  ibr  men,  and  men't  detcb. 
Ha !  ha  lif  I  look  do  bolder  than  tbou  doet  in  such 
a  tire,  1  marvel  that  the  English  run  away  from 
ma.  You  must  have  my  armour,  too,  for  that, 
ChArlotte."    And  she  pulled  the  Uuehing  girl  to 
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her  breast,  abuhoJ  u  she  wu  at  Uie  uniles  of  tli« 
noble  aoAK-arlike  partjp.  i 

Mf  And  now  let  me  repuse,"  said  Jeanne,  '*  sine? 
then.'  w  no  more  to  do  —  thank  Heaven,  no  nwre  tw 
do  here  I  And  may  the  rest  be  n  wwk  ait  pracefUl 
as  this  day's !  and  the  surgeon  says  that  1  need  rest, 
though  I  foci  iK>  (uch  iiwd  now  —  none,  none  — 
tliat  the  English  are  gone,  and  that  my  word  hat 
boon  kept  for  me ;  but  I  will  obey  him  ;  I^larie,  will 
you  give  mc  your  ami  ?  nay,  I  do  not  need  you, 
Charlotte?,  or  any  one  else:  ronw:  to  me  pmventJy." 

Marie  led  her  from  the  room  towards  i»cr  cliam- 
ber.  "  Methink*  I  harit  but  vury  little  need  of  youi 
help,"  »aid  Jeanne,  springing  gaily  from  her  com- 
panion, as  BOon  as  liie  door  was  closed  j  "  but  I  do 
wish  to  speak  with  you.  Come  on  into  the 
room,  for  I  do  not  know  whether  you  ought  to  honr 
what  I  say ;  and  I  ain  sure  no  other  should." 

They  entered  the  chamber,  and  Jeanne,  still  half 
emiling.laid  herself  down  iM  to  rest.  *' Draw  the  cur- 
taiQ8,'*she  raid,  in  Uw  Rime  manner,  "for Uie light 
may  oScnd  eitlier  ray  eyes  or  your's ;  we  can  talk  is 
Uie  dutk.  I  could  not,"  she  continued  very  tenderly, 
"  part  from  you  wiDtout  a  nxMnent's  tpwcli.  for  I 
think  you  looked  to  me  for  a  word  you  did  not 
obooM  to  oA.  for.  There  is  one  who  loves  you  in 
this  house,  Marie;  you  know  it,  I  suppow:  I 
only  let  you  know  that  I  know  it  too  ;  but  he  is 
beneath  you,  rourh  bi-miitii  you  in  birth ;  aod  ai^ 
things  make  stmnge  diffiuvooM  in  aUiancs.  Od 
not  start  or  tremble.  It  is  not  for  nit  to  pl^ 
the  grave  matron.      Ak,  dear  girl  1    hot  Car  ' 
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inbcri«A  that  malic  \u  tliink  of  nothing  H«*,  iml 
the  ta«k  which  it  put  upon  mc,  whlcti  ii  my  very 
life,  why  sliould  not  1  have  loohed  for  joy  wllere 
othen  do?  My  heart  ii  no  harder  than  your  omt, 
Marie.  Pierre  love*  you,  and  perha]M  )h>  h  pre- 
■unipluouii  for  M  doing — well,  tlion,  lio  i>  not,  tf 
you  choose,  but  you  must  tlilnk  one  or  the  other ; 
and,  perhaps,  you  will  tell  me  whit^h  ;  not  for  hit 
sake  !  1  can  keep  aecreta,  Marie,  though  somo  of  Uic 
leaders  would  not  bolieTO  it ;  but  find  aomo  wsf 
to  l«t  me  know  for  your  own.  Vou  liarc  diewo  m 
that  you  would  not  marry  thi«  La  Jaille." 

*■  Oh,  no,  DO  !  never,  new?  !"  pxclaiined  Mam. 

"  Aha!  tliat  is  plain  enough,"  replied  J<-«nnflj 
**  yet  Orlenn*  k  delivered,  and  t!i«  Dauphin's,  nnd 
er^n  La  TremouiUe's  authority,  may  [tfcvoil  thetw 
now." 

"  I  would  fly  further,  further,"  eaid  Marie,'*  un. 
less  you " 

"  Ah  1  I  know  not  what  I  am,"  replitwl  Jeanne, 
"■  and  I  »ay  again  to  you  what  1  Baid  to  I^err*  i 
what  I  hare  done,  or  may  do,  is  not  mine  to  traffic 
with  —  it  is  a  free  wrvioe,  a  miMion  that  look«  but 
for  one  reward,  and  that,  Marie,  is  not  here :  what 
I^err«  may  do  to  rtuse  his  low  estate  must  be  your 
hope ;  and,  pcrliupt,  thin,  tttat  I  dare  mj  to  th« 
Dauphin,  that  it  is  not  well  done  tcy  forca  you  to 
wed  one  whom  you  Kive  not,  and  that,  perhaps,  h* 
will  believe  iim  whon  1  my  » ;  and,  if  h«  be  in  one 
of  his  nohle  muods — for  such  Im  haa-^lte  ma^ 
check  La  Tremouille,  and  save  you.  But  it  mu«t 
be  his  deed,  of  liiit  own  juatke,  as  due  from  « 
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BOTerelgQ  to  a  subject.  To  ask  it  for  Pierrv'a  sake 
would  be  a  bribe  to  mjrtwlft  wliicb  neither  you  nor 
he  wouM  have  mc  icU  iny  uppointed  work  for. 
But  shall  I  strive  in  tliat  1  may,  lawfully  aod  justly, 
to  help  my  brotlier  in  the  ambition  which  has  you 
for  iu  obJ«ct ;  or  chnll  I  cticck  it  betimes  P  I  do 
not  know  what  I  ought  to  eay  to  you  about  your 
rank,  and  your  birtli,  your  estates."         ,  i .        i  , 

"  Ah !  t  liaw  noiiL'  now  —  none,  or  but  to  littlo 
that  1  am  scarcely  above  bim  in  that,"  exclaimed 
Marie. 

"  And  I  will  toko  that  for  my  answer,  without 
prcstiog  you  further,  dear  Marie ;  aud  If,  at  last, 
noble,  honest,  prtideut  people  sliould  say  tluit  you 
would  do  youTH^lf  no  wrong  to  accept  ttiv  hatid  of 
Pierre  d'Arc,  why  then,  I  will  say  too,  '  Take  iV 
and  till  then  1  will  try  to  do  my  duty  tu  IxMti  of 
you,  to  all  of  us,  and  a«  kindly,  toi>,  as  1  can." 

"  May  I  call  you  siater  ?*'  eaid  Mane  wltli  en- 
thusia^n. 

"  If  you  will,  and  with  much  jfyy  to  ma  too" 
said  Joanne,  "  and  i.-all  me  so  now  and  always,  for 
I  know  not  what  is  in  »tore  for  me.  I  have  been 
accustomed,  Marie,  to  wc  the  future  a»  dearly  a* 
the  pieeent  time ;  to  know  wliat  will  happen,  even 
for  years  before  ;  and  now  my  ught  shortens  aa 
with  my  work  :  I  only  kiH>w  ttiat  1  niu«t  lead  tbp 
Daupbin  to  Rheims  to  be  crowned,  and  wlial  shaU 
come  alter  that  is  dark  to  me.  I  do  not  grieve  at 
it.  I  am  only  then  like  nty  fetlow-oreatures ;  but 
it  i»  tliat  t  l>av«  been  used  to  know  mon-,  und  iowt- 
times  1  think — but  no  matter  :  what  have  I  asked, 
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or  9ought>  or  prayed  for,  but  that  which  euia 
Yot  c^  tQO  sister,  Marie,  iMiiuafortii,  when  wo  are 
alone,  if  not  in  Pierre's  pi«oenc«  i  for  it  mtems  to 
wnu«  tins  of  someUiing  for  him  and  you  i  whether 
I  ara  to  tread  our  valleys  again  or  not,  or  whothar  1 
may  ever  sit  beside  my  niotlier,  and  talk  with  my 
fatlivr  and  my  sister,  and  my  uUier  dear  brotbn*, 
and  let  tiiem  see  that  1  am  still  their  Jeaiuielte  i. 
oh,  more '.  mora  than  ever,  for  I  iltould  be  th«ir 
only  then  1" 

Her  voice  (altered,  and  she  paused.  "  Tbarv, 
dear  sister,"  she  rvsumud,  benditig  her  bitod  down 
to  her  own  and  kiestng  her.  "  I  undorstand  all 
now  —  you  may  leave  nie,  for  I  think  1  shall  rest, 
or  other  visitants  sliall  take  all  UiU  fooHih  sadoea 
from  me." 

Feeling  no  inootivenieoce  from  her  wound,  suffi 
dent  to  delay  the  journey  she  was  impatient 
make,  Joanne  rose  on  the  morning  of  itoiulajr  ( 
was  now  tite  9th  of  Alay)  with  her  accustomtd 
alacrity,  and  the  propamtiont  were  loon  mado  for 
her  departure.  John  of  Ortean*  and  all  the  chieb 
came  to  bid  berfaT«well,and  joined  with  hertteartily 
iu  the  hope  tliat  she  might  bo  enabliHl  to  rauso  tha 
king,  and  enforce  upon  his  ministers  plans  of  energy 
and  action.  No  longi>r  fearful  of  the  boldneat  o( 
her  enterpnzn,  each  was  amlnttoui  to  shan*  in  htir 
glory,  and  trusted  to  her  leading  for  the  odnun 
ment  of  his  fame. 

D«  Rays  waa  vhoeen  to  acoompany  her  at 
own  earnest  deeir?.      U  was  not  olom  that  he 
wished  to  prevent  any   unfavourable  impreaeiot) 
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which  the  relation  of  his  conduct  might  make  upon 
t)i6  king,  but  he  had  conceived  strange  notions  of 
her  power,  and  witlted  to  observe  its  cause,  that 
he  migitt  gain  Mrao  means  of  purUcipating  in  it. 
"None  but  fools,"  said  he,  "  doubt  that  thcru  an- 
Ricang  to  control  the  spirits  that  wait  around  us : 
sliG  hath  the  secret,  and  stie  um>  it  bmveljr  —  let  it 
be  mine,  and  I  should  no  more  fear  than  she  does ; 
l)ut  I  should  better  lerve  myself ;  such  might 
should  not  be  second,  even  to  the  king's.^  She 
fiankljr  accepted  bis  company,  for  ehe  had  no  dwi>it 
or  stratagem  to  few  j  and  she  meant  only  to  epeak 
of  the  past,  so  far  a«  to  prevent  di»a»ter  for  the 
future. 

But  all  the  adherence  of  the  leaders  was  little  to 
the  ofTectionate  gratitude  of  the  people.  They 
hung  around  licr,  anil  staycil  lier  l>or*c  when  she 
liad  mounted,  The  way  was  short  to  the  Runnrd 
Oate,  tlirough  which  she  departed  for  Dlois,  but  it 
was  long  before  she  could  pass  it.  "  You  have 
saved  our  lives,  our  honour  1"  cried  many  roiuea ; 
"  all  that  we  have  ia  your's."  "  Our  children  bless 
you  for  tlieir  safety,"  cried  otlter*.  "  Remain  with 
us,  an<l  take  part  in  our  fortunes."  ''  Share  our  joy, 
as  you  have  shared  our  dangers."  Every  excla- 
mation Uiat  their  devoted  love  could  devise  vna 
poured  unceaangly  in  tier  ear*.  Ttiey  pmanl  to 
kiss  her  hands,  and  her  very  garments,  and  many 
grieved  at  her  tleparture  as  at  that  of  a  dear  sister, 
Tliey  accompanied  Iter  on  the  road,  so  that  with 
dil!iciilty  she  r<niIJ  dismiss  them,  but  at  length  she 
put  spurs  to  Iter  borse. 
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"I  go,"  ehfl  saul,  "to  rejoice  the  Dauphin's 
heart  witli  the  Htory  of  what  has  been  done,  and  to 
U>11  him  vhat  tru«  iubj(K:t«  he  lias  in  Orleans ;  fare- 
w«Il,  good  friends,  and  puy  all  lionour  to  Ood 
alone ;  1  merit  none.  All  that  I  have  dgn«  for 
you  has  been  to  obey  commands  I  ebould  haw 
been  inost  wicked  to  resist.  K«>Rieinber  me  but 
us  a  poor  maiden  who  wislMd  you  wull." 

**  Our's,  the  Maid  of  Orleans !"  stiouted  one,  aiid 
all  the  voices  re-echoed  it.  *'  Farewell  to  Uie  Maid 
of  Orleans!"  they  repeated  again  and  sg;iiit 
wiUi  this  true  title  of  honour  ^e  d«p«rt<>d. 
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In  thr^e  dayt  afterwards,  J«inn«  stood  before 
her  aoveretgu  on  the  tttToet  of  Lochoe. 

Th«  atws  of  her  triumphs  bad  preceded  her, 
wmI  she  WOB  ushered  to  the  king  amid  the  homage 
of  ber  enemies.  La  Tri>muuil]«  himiH'lf  M  hor 
through  tlic  i^)iLrtnH!nt4  of  the  palncc  to  that  small 
but  beautifur  wnlk,  where,  inaccessible  to  all,  yet 
viewing  his  rich  domaiu  for  niaoy  mile?,  ('Imrles 
was  wont  to  take  hut  familiar  recreation. 

Jt^annc  threw  Iwrwlf  at  hi*  fe«t,  but  Charles 
promptly  and  affectionately  raisml  her. 

"  You  have  mode  me,  indeed,  a  king,"  ffijd  be. 
"  I  feci  t>ow  that  this  broad  and  beautiful  expanse 
is,  indeed,  my  dominion,  secure  from  tlie  araaults 
of  my  foes,  a  happy  asylum  for  my  subjects." 

"  And  all  France  shall  soon  be  so,  noble  Dau- 
phin !"  was  her  reply  j  "  if  you  will,  indefti,  believe 
in  my  promises." 

"  1  sliall  doubt  them  no  more,  Jeanne,"  aD> 
EwerMi  the  king ;  *'  nor,  indeed,  have  I  e»er  doubted 
them  ;  but  my  power,  nteh  a*  it  in,  a  wreck,  a  ruin 
oi'  tl*o  mighty  dominion  of  Franco,  it  scarcely  yet 
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my  OWD.  You  have  done  much  to  place  it  viUito 
mj  grasp,  and,  when  it  U  then),  you  aball  kw  huw 
a  king  can  thank  juu.  Now  I  have  liltl«  mure 
than  pramtMS  even  for  jrou." 

"  Promice  me  then  at  oace  to  go  to  BUieJou, 
sin,"  criwl  the  maiden.  "  Take  four  croira  aoA 
wear  it.  not  for  my  take,  but  for  tliat  of  your 
people." 

"  I  will  be  a  parent  to  them  whon  1  am  indoMl 
thoir  lord,"  xaid  the  king;  "  it  is  strange  that  thi* 
first  gWni  uf  forUiiie  derres  roost  to  shew  m<7  whut 
I  have  been  —  tlte  Kpoit  of  all  who  protendud  a 
power  to  serve,  hut,  indeed,  used  it  to  i-neUve  nn>.  I 
have  been  made  tlte  unwilling  ept'clator  (>f  u 
murder  tliut  lost  me  Italf  my  foUowr*,  and  men 
hava  called  mo  an  accomplioo  in  it.  I  have  awn 
my  own  senmnte,  true  or  falte,  stitl  kinder  to  ma 
titan  thoae  w1k>  hated,  them,  alain  before  my  fan. 
I  have  bc«n  pursued  and  b««e^[«d  by  n>y  own 
avowed  vaseale ;  even  their  sucoesees,  few  and  poor 
a.t  Uiey  have  been,  have  only  enchained  mu  the 
murv  surely.  Jeanne,  you  have  fought  for  France 
and  for  roe ;  let  me  but  escape  from  my  needs,  and 
my  first  u<e  of  wealth  and  power  shall  be  to  giva 
botli  whijro  tli^  ara  due." 

.5*1  Iiave  notliing  to  dour*,  iioblo  Daupliin,"  rv> 
plied  the  mwden,  in  a  tone  of  rootolatioD  that 
quite  forgot  the  dignity  of  him  whom  she  addrewMl, 
for  ehu  saw  tliut  he  was  moved ;  "  live  wid  reign 
happily,  and  we  shall  know  of  it,  and  your  glcirjr 
will  be  our's,  and  we  shall  be  happy  in  uur  peace, 
and  the  ancient  rule  of  our  own  kings,  and,  for  oU 
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disc,  pay  you  Uw  honour  whrrc  ynu  know  it  to  be 
due,  for  if  it  he  not  Heaven'e,  and  Henven's  alone, 
I  am  but  a  citeat  and  a  blasphemer." 

I'hiA  is  no  tale  of  feaats  and  booquetiogs,  such 
St  Jeanne  herself  might  witnsM  in  duty,  but  could 
hardly  be  said  to  }oin.  I  pass  the  revels  of  the 
court,  thougti  they  had  more  tmtli  of  joy  in  them 
than  such  ihom  ordinarily  can  boost,  and  though 
all  paid  homage,  epootaneous  or  nnwilling,  to  the 
Maiden  of  Orleans. 

SMe\t  luxuries,  or  even  the  honourable  repose 
tliat  tempted  her  at  Lorties,  were  no  |ntfa]ls  in  tlic 
vrsy  of  her  career ;  she  saw  its  promised  dumtioD, 
she  counted  the  minutes  of  her  appointed  service 
for  the  needs  of  Iter  sox'erc^ign  and  her  country.  In 
halls  of  gaiety  she  w«m  abytnictcd  and  sod,  roused 
in  a  moment  to  kindnet^s,  or  to  pkatant  oourte«y, 
yet  retapaing  again  into  tliought — the  one  tliought 
of  wtint  was  yet  to  be  doiie. 

"  Rtieims  1  Rheims !  Rlwira*  T  was  the  word  she 
spoke  and  echoed  to  the  Dauptun,an<)  nil  hiitooun- 
aellors.  "  Rheim*  !  and  let  the  feasting  come  when 
the  Dauphin  sits  a  crowned  king  on  the  throne  of 
his  fntlierv." 

Even  Charles  became  soil  and  stem,  too,  in  pur- 
pose, wlien  lie  listened  to  her ;  but  need  and  expe- 
dience, the  will  of  others,  and  the  habit  of  yielding 
to  it,  surrouniltHl  him  ;  )>e  wished,  and  sometimt'* 
urged,  but  his  energy  was  anon  upent  against  its 
mean  and  irritating  obetades. 

Days  passed,  and  the  constant  promises  of  den- 
Bon  were  repeated,  and  evaded  again  and  again. 
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Jolin  oF  OrliHins  luu)  arrived  nt  Uw  court  with  moat 
of  tiie  Indcrs,  afti-r  an  nnsucc^mful  atti'mpt  upon 
Jergeau ;  they  were  eager  for  action,  b\il  Jron: 
pursued  Charles  and  liia  adviaen  with  unrelentiDi 
energy.     EroTy  circumttunce,  ovfln  the  enthusiastic 
att«chm«nt  of  the  peop1«,  and  tlie  huiumrs  tht<}^l 
readorod  her,  stiniulated  instead  of  lulling  httr. 

•'  1  have  done  nothing  for  you  yet,"  vras  h«r  con- 
stant reply,  "  and  even  when  1  have,  attribute  i 
not  to  me." 

"  It  ia  painful,"  she  observed  to  D'AuIon,  who 
rode  with  her  to  tiie  palace,  '*  that  they  will  pay  nif 
a  lioniagA  which  I  know  is  not  mine ;  but  ran  I 
dtiv«  tliiMn  unkindly  awny  frvtii  me?  May  I  nut 
even  recoiw  their  love  ?  Nay,  dear  friendti,  I  wish  I 
had  hands  for  all  of  you  to  press,  for  you  must  not 
ktsa  my  gamientA — sett,  D'AuIon,  my  very  lioneV 
liooftt  It  M  idolatry  and  folly,  good  people,  «o 
swth  Mattro  Pierre  do  Versailles ;  he  reproved  me 
the  other  day  on  your  account ;  but  I  told  him  I 
know  not  how  to  prevent  it,  unlesa  Heaven  itvelf 
would  do  so  for  me,  for  I  could  not  repel  your  lure ; 
yet  for  my  sake,  for  your  own  souls'  sake,  p«iy  nf)t 
to  me  a  reverence  which  is  due  only  to  tlie  ble«M>H 
who  have  run  tlieir  race." 

"  It  is.  indeed,  a  wondrous  honour  that  they  pay 
you,"  said  D'Aulon. 

"  It  is  unsightly,  and  unSt,"  replied  the  maiflen  ; 
"  venerable  women,  whom  it  would  better  btKotrnt 
nw  to  kneel  to,  and  men  «ho  remind  me  of  my 
own  dear  father,  only  richer  aitd  better  nitpsrelled 
Uian  he,  and  the  noblest,  aend  to  nM  for  some  sligh' 
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of  nin«mbnincc,  and,  indeed,  1  have  few 
such  to  give  titaOf  yet  hav«  1  sent  Ui«in  all  but 
these  two  rings  ^nd  this  ooe  1  vrould  not  give  for 
the  world,  ll  came  witli  tti«  blessing  wliich  next 
to  Heaven's  ha«  speeded!  nw ;  in  (K-ril  nnJ  in  ]iain, 
it  has  been  my  comfort  Binc« ;  this  Is  its  cliurm,  ftitd 
the  good  pmple  pre§a  to  touch  it  with  their  own, 
as  though  it  posiietiied  Maie  ni},'iit«rious  virtue.  It 
i«  tlie  gift  of  my  parents,  and  such  virttto  tts  h  in 
it  might  be  the  gift  of  every  one  to  bis  obild.*' 

'iliey  had  dismounted  within  tlio  court  of  the 
palace,  utd  thogat«i  wcro  closed  aguinst the  peupli% 

"  I  would  speak  with  tlie  noble  Daupliin,"  said 
Jeanne,  tn  one  of  the  attendants. 

"  He  i«  in  hi«  closet  witli  his  oonfeesor,  tlue 
Bishop  of  Castres,  and  the  old  Lord  of  Tr*vi?8,  who 
was  chancellor;  it  is  not  in  our  office  to  di.4turb  him.1 
rcpliod  tlie  gentleman. 

"  It  must  be  minu  then,"  answered  slw.  ' 

"  Indeed,  the  king  would  perhaps  not  blame  u» 
for  suffering  you  to  pass  to  him,"  said  the  atteo' 
dant.  "but  I   will  pray  you  to  excuw  us  to  hi*i 
Iiighnvss." 

"  My  wilfulness  must  bear  much,  and  1  will  odd 
that  to  its  aocount,"  said  Jeanne  smiling ;  and  tlie 
ponoil  on  through  the  rc<;i'ptiun>room  to  thu  king's 
private  B{)aTtmenta. 

Sbc  knocked  at  the  door  before  the  groom  of  Die 
flhambcre  could  prevent  her:   and   Charles,  wl: 
knew  Ute  impatient  sound,  started,  Eighed,  smlls 
at  himself,  and  baile  her  enter.  ill 

"What  would  you  now,  Jeanne?"  said  tlte  king 
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gO(M]-natur«dljr ;  "  I  hopu  it  hi  lomftUiing  that 
need  for  yourseli',  for  that,  if  tlicr*  b«  a  fuw  rrtrtr 
in  the  treasur}*,  I  may  perhaps  be  able  to  give  you ; 
but  if  it  be  ftomowhat  for  my  owd  good,  j^u 
it  cannot  always  bo  xo  rtNulily  speeded." 

"  I  know  I  am  BomeUiing  like*  thti  clot-It  tlini 
strikes  the  hours  so  regularly,  day  by  day,  tliat 
lost  people  only  heed  it  wh«n  they  Uat,"  repU< 
Jeenae. 

"  And  not  always  when   they  need  or  ought,* 
(aid  Charles,  witli  a  ainilu  of  confoiaion, 

"  Xolalwnys  wtien  I  nisli  ihey  would," ana 
she;  '*yet  I  must  tell  your  highness  every  dayt 
the  time  passes.  My  mi«sion  and  tuy  power 
w  far  as  I  ani  told,  lost  but  for  about  a  year  ;  tl 
■n  your  treuBure,  gentle  Dauphin,  and  a  great  ocM| 
seeing  from  whom  they  come ;  I  am  but  tlic  stQward, 
who«i«  duty  it  is  to  tell  you,  day  by  day,  of  the  eX' 
penditurv  of  your  Rubstanve.** 

"You  at  lea«t  are  not  idle,  Jeanne,"  wid  t 
king,  trying  a  little  to  turn  tlie_ subject ;  "  I  ba' 
seen  you  every  morning  with  your  lance  in 
fields,  excnridng  as  tliough  tiia  whole  Ate  of  It 
war  rested  on  your  single  prowess;  and  I  Epok 
with   Mnttre  Jean   tlie  gunner,  who  came  bitbui 
with  MesMin)  John  of  Ork-unf,  and  lie  telU  tmt 
he  hu«  learned  as  much  of  you  as  you  l«vo  of  lutn 
to  be  sure,  he  still  insists  that  he  has  tlte  best  ni 
and  My»,  tltat  it  would  be  jMty,  indeed,  if  a  woi 
euuld  do  an  much  in  u  week  06  a  matt  in  lii«  vtlw 
life ;  but  he  says  you  talk  of  artillery  like  a  genont 


TUB  XAll)  OF  ORLEANS. 


01 


* 


and  ask  queEtions,  antl  devise  pJoxis  that  do  his 
hrart  good  to  hear." 

"  I  would  know  tlie  terrible  trade  thoroughly," 
said  Ji»nne,  vorj  seriou«ly,  "  that  I  may  the  <ooncr 
Iw  able  to  leave  it.  Where  blood  must  be  spilt, 
the  most  nMuciful  Hlroke  is  the  (juickest,  and  1 
woulil  have  your  liighnt^Mt'ii  enemies  know  at  once, 
tlrnt  tli«y  DioGt  leave  your  kingdom  in  peace,  and 
that  their  olxtinacy  is  but  surer  loss.  Besides,  the 
cliiefv  praise  and  obey  me,  when  somv  grt-at  aid  in 
giren,  that  they  cannot  deny ;  and  I  would  liave 
them  see  tliat  I  am  right,  if  I  can  so  sliew  it  to 
them.  But  I  i-omn,"  Hhe  eontinuc<),  aAor  a  mo- 
ment's pause,  "  to  entruat  and  require  you,  noble 
Dauphin,  to  undertake  this  journey  to  Hiieims, 
there  to  be  anointed  and  crowned  King  of  Pmno', 
from  which  time,  day  by  day,  sliall  tin-  English 
power  melt  away,  and  your  own  be  confirmed  and 
set  sura.  You  have  said  that  you  Iwlteve  my  pro- 
mises ;  if  tliis  be  so,  and  your  worst  cncmios  doubt 
not  your  n^  word,  shew  to  the  world  your  trust 
in  them,  and  win  your  own  prosperity  fVom 
Heaven." 

Many  other  princes  and  nobles,  who  hud  been 
Eummoiied  by  the  king,  entered  the  room  atthis 
timi' ;  among  them  were  the  Duke  of  Aleu^on,  the 
CountofCIcrmonl,  John  of  Orleans,  l^TremouiUp, 
and  D*Aulon.  Th*f  king  upoke  with  tixem  apart, 
and  briefly  of  Joanne's  urgent  suit,  and  tlien  took 
his  aeat,  bowing  aiHl  waving  his  Imnd,  to  permit 
others  to  do  so  if  they  pleased. 

JeennCi"  said  tbe  Bishop  of  Castrea,  htr  od- 
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vocate  of  old,  who,  with  now  bim)  then  a  whujwr  in 
th4>  I/iril  of  Trfvi**,  had  been  altvntling  to  Uti- 
former  cuiiv«rsuti(m,  "  do  you  d«'liire  to  U3  that 
what  you  liave  jtist  said  U  of  tlte  inspiration  of 
jrour  counsel?" 

"  My  Voices  tiave  but  now  bidden  me  to  tlix-lar* 
it  to  you,"  ropltod  9>he,  composedly,  "  and  I  cotof 
but  to  obey  their  command." 

"  And  will  you  not  tell  us  h»n,  in  t]ie  preeenee 
of  the  hing,  tlte  words  and  maoDer  of  your  ■•rmnd 
as  you  younwlf  rvccive  it  ?"  rukm]  tlie  pr«tat4t. 

JcaDi)i>'g  fdco  slightly  oolourtKl. 

"  I  know  what  you  would  have ;  you  would 
how  far  you  may  trust  tne,"  she  answered, 
know  no  rv^osoii  for  concenling  aiijthing  from  you, 
■nd  will  tell  you  willingly;  but  motliink*  to  un- 
derstand me.  you  should  be  able  to  »c«  and  fnel 
youriudves,  for  the  words  are  few ;  but  their  power 
in  JttmnRe  «n<l  mighty." 

"  Ie  it  n-ith  j-our  o«-n  fr««  consent  that  you  apeak 
them  ?"  interposed  the  king,  "  and  to  all  in  tliis 
presence?" 

"  Yes,"  she  repliwl.   "  W^>en  I  am  gnewd   ti 
th«  words  I  speak  on  the  part  of  Him  who  bade 
^wak  them  are  not  beliercd  at  once,  I  kneel  aiaoi 
praying  and  ntaking  my  complaint,  and  aakiug  wh 
I  am  nut  o^ily  bdioT«d,  and  when  I  linvi*  prayi»d 
louf;,  I  hear  u  voice  which  mys  to  me :   '  I>iiughti>r 
of  Heaven  !  go  !  go  1  go !  I  will  be  thy  holp  I  goi' 
and  when  1  hear  that  voice,  such  Is  ray  joy,  that  I 
would  have  itnevi>r  !e«w  me." 
K,  As  site  spoke  these  words,  a])  who  worw  prwoB^ 
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watcliing  her  animated  oouiitenaiiw,  which  told 
her  ecstacy  better  than  nil  ii]>eeoh,  •eeiucd  to  Kce  the 
joy  ahti  tuld,  luid  wiUi  one  voioa  tvuwed  Uieir  bc- 
Uof. 

"  Yft,"  said  tlie  Count  de  Clermont, ''  is  it  not 
plain  to  us  all,  that  our  enterprise  ^lall  be  much 
more  likely  to  Micoced,  if  w«  lea«l  our  Utnet  townTds 
Normandy,  ani]  ck>iir  the  ground  in  a  compact 
circW,  to  that  each  town  wv  take  may  support  his 
fellow.  It  Itee  right  before  us,  and  tlie  diacontented 
people  arc  eager  to  join  us.  If  we  make  for 
Rlivims,  we  trarerse  part  of  tlie  dominions  of 
Philip  of  Burgundy,  wlio  i»  well  beloved  io  them ; 
we  pBM  thiougli  Champagmi,  in  which  we  Imve 
KOlcalf  a  town  or  a  friend ;  Rheims  itself  is  in  the 
fingluh  power  ]  one  rererse  will  destroy  us,  we  at« 
Gut  oflT  wiUtout  retreat,  far  from  our  own  at«ured 
vtrength  liero;  that,  if  wc  foil,  we  stial)  merit  deri- 
sioD  as  madmen,  rather  tlian  respectful  compassion 
for  our  losses." 

"  We  do  not  go  to  fail,  when  m'v  are  bidden  a>  I 
have  told  you,"  exclaimed  Jeanne,  to  whom  all 
looked  for  sntwer. 

"  We  have  won  hitherto  againat  all  calculation  of 
mere  military  cliances,"suid  John  of  Orleans ;  *'  and 
it  behoves  me  well  to  say,  that  it  has  been  by  the 
iud  which  she  alone  has  brought.  Methinks,  had 
^e  been  with  u»  before  Jergeau,  wn  k)>ou1<1  not 
have  turned  back  for  all  the  EngUsli  power  and 
valour." 

"  i  thank  you,  noble  John  of  Orleans."  said  the 
king,  **  for  your  trutli,  as  for  your  bravery.     Your 
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courugc  will  do  nhaterer  man's  may ;  tlie  poit^er 
she  b^iB  is  not  for  man  to  mate  with ;  I  thank  you 
Tor  th«  teitiiuonjr  you  Ix^ar  front  the  battle-field, 
where  yo\i  liavo  seen  these  deeds,  to  u$,who,  without 
an;  tokens  but  such  as  arise  in  our  own  hcjirls  at 
her  words,  endeavour  to  tru«t  and  to  obey." 

Jontine  had  l)ocn  thinking,  and  now  resumed  her  ' 
speech,  "  I  answer  you  now  but  of  my  own  poor 
wisdom,"  she  said ; "  but  shall  it  bo  nothing  that  in 
defiance  of  their  strong  poGscssion,  we  should  bring 
the  noble  Daupliin  to  the  v«ry  pUoe  which  they 
would  most  keep  from  him  ?  See  you  yonder  dog  ?"  ^ 
she  contbaed  pointing  to  La  Tremomlle's  upon  the  H 
tenace ;  "  if  1  would  pr<!rent  harm  from  his  rage, 
mold  I  not  seize  liim  by  the  foot,  when  his  own 
pain  should  so  torment  turn,  that  he  should  not  H 
think  of  assailing  me  ?  If  you  should  HtriWe  at  tho 
bout  of  your  foo,  shall  the  dead  members  rise 
up  against  you  ?  Is  it  not  well  to  do  as  you  would 
do  in  peace,  to  go  in  the  asmred  niiglit  which  is 
given  you  to  the  ordinary  place  whvre  kings  are 
uxuntiid;  and  there,  as  of  his  own  will  and 
right,  and  Heaven's  protection,  that  he  should  be 
crowned?  \\li«u  1  was  in  Poilinrs,  I  wax  n^^ked 
for  signv.  I  bode  them  go  with  me  to  Orleans,  and 
thcro  is  uy  sign  of  the  past ;  let  it  speak  for  the 
future,  I  now  ofier  you  a  greater  ngn;  I  am 
coromitsioDed  to  lead  the  Dauphin  through  his 
enemies  to  Hheinw;  a  greater  wonder,  doubtless ; 
and  so  itMaiit  to  be  seen,  as  a  sign  of  his  right,  and 
of  Uie  ttrrngth  that  Eupp<Hrtji  it,  to  all  France.  I 
do  not  ask  you  to  b^ine  OMt  now,  though  you  did, 
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at  leut  Mine  did,  beliere  me,  when  1  had  no  sign 
to  shew ;  bat  ask  now  of  thoeo  who  hare  niaoi.  I 
do  not  \hkisI  tjf  myst'lf ;  but  it  is  my  boundeii  duty 
to  [iroclaim  th«  grenl  power  I  hold,  and  which  all 
know  t)iat  I  lave  exercised," 

"  May  nut  tltat  bo  un-d  in  Xonnandy,  if  it 
should  «)  i«em  good  to  direct  it?"  asked  LalVe- 
mouitle. 

"  To  direct  it !"  ecltoed  the  maidMi  j  "  you ! 
we!  the  noble  naiipliin  hiinwlf  I  to  direct  it )  It 
hatli  its  uwn  purpoto,  and  its  own  act  to  aceom- 
plieh  it ;  its  oommand  is  might  1" 

"  Tlxfrt  need*  murh  caution,"  obccmxl  La  Tre- 
mouillo,  disrcrning  the  kindling  enthuiiaan  in 
Charle3''3  countenance. 

*'  Be  that  taken  in  the  means  I"  replied  Jeanne ; 
"  I  will  bonitur  tlww  who  ohwrv«  it." 

"  Vour  6rst  promise  is  hardly  accomplished  yet," 
said  the  Count  de  Clennont ;  **  nay  I  are  not  the 
BngliAh  »till  in  poaseeion  cd*  Beaugen^y  ai>d  Sleun 
oa  the  one  fide  of  Orlmni,  and  of  Jergeau  on  tlte 
other  ?  Are  they  not  musters  of  the  Loire,  above 
and  below  the  city ;  they  havti  abandoned  it  for 
the  time ;  but  who  shall  say  when  we  may  have  de< 
portetl  on  tliiK  appointed  errand,  that  they  may  not 
return?'* 

"  Give  me  Orleans,  with  but  a  thousand  men 
besides  the  citizens,  and  1  will  hold  it  against  any 
English  force  now,"  said  t!ie  Ilaatard,  "  while  you 
take  ample  time  to  go  to  Rheinu,  and  return." 

**  You  should  be  at  Rheims !"  siud  Jeanne  to  the 
Battord ;  "  but  I  will   answer  them  nuHre  ftilly, 
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Th«»e  towns  takvn  frum  the  BngUith,  sucli  Ibma 
08  they  may  bring  against  uk  <ii«cotafitwl,  and 
driven  back,  have  you  more  to  ask  i" 

All  w«rc  silent.  "Will  you  then  mardi  to 
Rheims  ?  \Vill  you,  noble  Osuphiii,  promise  mt, 
and  bid  them  follow  you,  whenJergeau,  Meun,  and 
Beaugoiify  arc  our'it,  and  the  Knglish  are  driven 
far  frum  the  neighbourbooilof  Orkaos?" 

"  Let  those  speak  who  would,"  said  tiie  king. 

"  1  would  say,  then,  ore,"  obwrred  La  Tre- 
Riouilli-,"  tlrntwu  should  fint  see  the  deed  dutw, 
and  then  resolve  on  the  future  which  arises  from  it. 
I  know  well  the  skill  and  zeal  that  would  under- 
take it ;  but  tl>e  task  ii  a  long  one,  and  a  Uiousaud 
event*  may  cuiisi^  uk  to  change  ttie  advic«  we  might 
tender  now,  whi-n  tliuse  docds  have  been  doite." 

"  Will  the  advice  hold  good  for  a  month,  noble 
sir?"  asked  Jeanne,  smilingly  ]  "for  in  that  time, 
if  w(!  arc  readily  famished,  will  we  endeavour  to 
bo  ready  fur  the  nvxt  dvM.  I  tell  you  that  after 
tliat  my  path  must  be  to  Rheims,  oikI  thillier  must 
all  whu  would  accompany  it.  While  one  can  say,  or 
elioos»  to  say,  that  my  first  promise  is  iiot  fulfilliN), 
I  do  not  spend  my  time  out  of  my  pnjwncd  sen'ioe 
in  its  |>roof.  Every  tongue  in  France  shall  say 
Orleans  is  delivered,  and  none  shall  gainsay  it ; 
dwugh  those  who  now  speak  so  have  more  fi-ara 
for  it  tlian  itscitjicns  themselves.  Noble  Dauphin, 
if  within  a  month  these  towns  are  yourV  securely, 
will  yoti  not  trust  me?  will  you  not  go  to  Rheims, 
and  take  that  which  no  one  can  then  say  Is  not 
offered  you  by  Heaveo  ?* 
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"  I  will  not  Pefiiwj  tJio  gift,"  said  Charles ;  "  I 
give  you  the  promiee  you  ask;  Jo  as  you   havaj 
Eaid}  let  this  froDti«r  be  »o  secured,  and,  though 
none  ehe-  should  nccowiiony  u^  I  will  trust  to  your 
t'M.'ort  to  bo  crowned  nt  Rlit-im*." 

'*  And  thither,  aire,"  said  La  TreraouiJIe,  "  shall  1 
you  havt'  Lite  e«ort  of  cvf-rj  true  Frenchman  who 
only  doubts  and  debat-?s  for  your  safety ;  bulwhea  ' 
you  60  decide,  trusts  freely  his  fortunes  witli  your's." 

"  On  1  on  1   noble  Bosturd,"  cried  Jcaiini>!.   "  I 
did  not  think  again  to  draw  my  Eword ;  but  I  will 
not  think  of  myself.   On  1  all  who  would  join  us  ia 
tlii*  enterprise !  all  who  would  thare  the  triumph , 
wliicli   shall  come  before  the  i-ycs  of  uU  France^ . 
ay,  and  of  all  England,  in  king  Charles's  city  of  J 
Eiwamsl" 

"  May  it  be  ao  \"  BaJd  the  king ;  and  tho  aGsom- 
bled  warriors  and  courtierK  r«t.ipoudtul  with  a  hearty 
ucclumution. 

La  Tremouille  approached  Jeanne.  "  Owe  me 
no  ill-will,"  he  said,  «  tiiat  1  have  not  always] 
entvretl  blindly  into  your  plans :  now  Lliey  have  the  1 
king's  sanction,  1  shall  not  bo  one  to  thwiut 
delay  them ;  but  we  have  news  to-day  that  will  J 
need  your  obeditrnec  to  his  higli»t->s's  orders,  strictly 
and  aiulously  performed,  if  you  an;  to  lead  tbia  | 
expedition." 

"  It  is  my  pi-titiun  to  his  highness  that  1  may] 
not  lend  it,"  replied  Uic  tnniden ;  "  will  nut  hc,J 
himself,  go  with  us,  hcurtcfi  liis  soldi«rs,  and,  sei 
his  subjects  strive  for  his  »er%'ice?" 

<*  It  b  not  thought  wise  so  to  peril  the  only  lif 
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tlittt  can  ensore  safety  to  FVance,"  jrepliod  La  Tre- 
mouille. 

"  We  muBt  tlien  ol»y  the  neoeggily  "  answered 
Jeaimc,  unwilling  to  press  upon  the  king  iin  un- 
welcompduty ; "  but  let  flome  otlwr  leader  be  named, 
wlion)  all  may  be  ready  frankly  to  obey.  I  go  to 
serve  with  counsel,  ami  with  exertion;  but  it  gprcjid* 
needless  disscnElon  that  I  should  take  place  of  so 
many  nobler  and  better  skilled." 

"  Your'«  iiiuat  bt!  (lie  device  and  tlie   leading  • 
that  win  for  ub,"  said  Charles. 

"  Irft  men  have  a  leader  worthy  of  them.and  whom 
they  will  rmdily  follow,"  persisted  ihc  maiden,  "  in 
who«e  name  nets  may  be  done  and  commauds  given 
which  it  can  shame  nontt  to  consent  to  and  obey. 
1  would  not  siieak  of  Uie  pa*t ;  but,  for  your  own 
sake,  noble  Daupbin,  I  vrould  care  for  the  future. 
Lrt  their  service  be  made  easy  and  acceptable 
imdcroiic  of  your  own  blood." 

Clermont  stepped  forward,  but  even  La  Tremou- 
ille  prevented  hia  speech. 

"  The  Duke  of  AIen9on,  »in>,"  said  the  mini»ter, 
"  has  paid  his  ransom  and  received  (ho  ac 'juittunce ; 
he  is  at  liberty  to  take  up  arms  for  your  highness 
in  tbo  field,  and  is  a  leader  whom  none  may  ijues- 
tion.  And  it  is  well  put  of  the  maiden  to  «j>cak  of 
it,  for  he  shouhl  bear  a  commiiision  as  your  liigli- 
tim«*8  lieutcitanl,  en  tliat  none  may  question  bis  j 
power." 

"  You  will  undertake  this,  cousin  ?"  said  the 
king. 
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"  1  desire  no  better,"  re^rfied  the  prince,  *'  and 
thank  your  iiighness  for  the  trust," 

"  And  jou  vrill  be  willing  to  follow  our  cousin, 
Jeanne  V"  aakcii  UiR  king. 

"  As  your  own  person,  sire,"  rcpliiid  Utc  maiden, 

"  He  will  know  well  his  trust,  Biid  not  act  wiUiout 
your  counsel,"  »«ud  Cliarles. 

"  Jeanne,  take  my  plvdgo,"  md  tiw  duke,  "  and 
I  give  it  to  jTOur  liigbnees,  too,  that  I  will  well 
regard  her  adviee,  and  trust  her  as  myself.  I 
undertnko  tltis  charge  to  furtlver  tier  will,  not  to 
ero*8  it," 

"  Thill  is  well,  very  well,  cousin  t"  satd  the  king  ; 
"  and  tM>w  hear  us  further  as  to  what  tlto  l/nd  cU 
la  Treinouille  b^jan  to  s[>«'ak  of.  M'e  hear  that  Ar- 
thur, Count  of  Btchamont,  now  ihnt  we  am  safe  und 
prosperous  without  hia  serv-ice,  levies  men,  to  come, 
as  Iw  ■uy«,  to  our  aid.  He  would  reap  the  honour 
which  ollM'rt  have  sown,  lie  would  prervDt  ttie 
tnedom  which  they  will  soon  give  to  their  sove- 
reigi).  I  will  not  accept  his  help.  What  he  doth, 
he  may  do  on  Ids  own  part,  not  on  mine.  If  he  do 
the  duty  of  a  true  aubje<:t,  well !  but  he  bath  no 
command  over  those  who  »itrvG  me,  no  companion- 
ship with  them  in  my  thanks.  Alen9on,  rou  are 
our  lieutenant.  Je«nne  d'Apr,  you  will  yield  no 
ftUtlwrity  to  Uichemont." 

"  If  such  is,  indeed,  your  pleasure,  noble  l>au- 
phin,"  wiid  llw  maiden ;  "  but  were  it  not  wine  now 
to  forego  all  thoughts  hut  tltoee  of  our  common 
need  and  safety,  ami  to  take,  without  too  nice  an 
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iadulgBbtotf  our  wi])s,whauv«r  luwful  h»)p  Homto 
sends  us  to  expel  the  English  from  llie  land  1" 

"  For  that,  Jeanne,  I  will  trust  to  you  and  to 
j-our  promise,"  replitnl  Chariw.  **  Let  RichrrooDt, 
if  he  will,  i'uni  lioDour  by  bis  better  allfginm-^.  LM 
Ldm  Etrik«  against  the  Iwglijli  as  fierct>)y  &s  ho  has 
done  against  h»  tovvrcigu,  but  to  him  n«itb«r  phoa 
ttor  leading  fhall  be  accorded  in  my  nmuM,  nor 
will  I  receive  liim  at  my  council-buard.  Hia  batp 
is  uawelcoitie,  as  I  bcltovc  it  aelGsh.  I  b^ 
you  not  to  Eland  between  him  and  the  conunoa 
enemy,  tliat  if  h«  prosper  1  may  have  to  bid  ywi 
stand  between  liis  tnuon  and  my  own  pensoD. 
or  tliat  of  Uu)  very  fiieoda  be  bos  pUccd  by  my 
eide." 

"  1  know  fully  your higtinca'smitM),  end  promise 
you  obedience,"  ropUed  Alen^on. 

*'  And  you,  Jeanne?"  n«ked  Cliarles.  _ 

"  I  come  to  deliver  your  bigbnoas  from  tiaitorw, 
uot  to  abet  them,"  said  she  j  "  1  will  yield  no  \v»d- 
ing  to  him  that  is  confidod  to  mo;  if  be,  indeed, 
ferve  you  in  tJie  field,  it  is  well ;  if  he  MMik  to  coa* 
strain  your  perwn  ur  your  will,  I  am  ready  to  dj«to 
defend  either," 

"  GnoHgb  !"  said  tlie  king.  '*  Lot  u»,  as  fiir  u 
vre  have  mmnit,  smt  tliis  great  busiiues  forward. 
Alenfon,  the  command  is  worthily  )'Dur'9,  for  ih* 
diJigcnea  you  have  already  sliown ;  do  as  you  have 
done;  tbis,"  be  coiitinut'd  with  a  gracious  smile, "  h 
tlie  word  1  may  ny  to  all  hi-re.  D'Aulon,  yuu  wiU 
rtill  accompany  yuur  charge,  tho  BenescltaUhip  ya» 
liave  asked  for  tliall  bo  your's,  and  the  commiadon 
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I  will  injeclf  eec  oxptiJiwd.  Jottnnc,  will  you  ack 
notKing  of  rae  ?" 

"  You  pvnnit  me  to  serve  you  as  I  deaira,  noble 
Dauphin,  an<l  I  have  no  other  wish,"  noKWiMWtl  th*! 
maiden. 

"  She  hath,  nn^,""  said  John  of  Orleans,  *'  a  gaU 
lant  bTotlter,  itnd  muny  wortliy  followers,  who  lutve 
doiip  bmvely  in  th«  war  ;  Jeanne,  it  is  the  (tart  of 
a  lead«r  to  commend  his  followers  to  his  90v«rdgn'> 
caro." 

"  Do  you  that  for  her,  my  good  friend,"  said 
Charlea ;  "  vinit  tivr  liouseliold ;  wo  nro  poor  yt)t, 
are  w«  not.  La  Tmmouille  ?  but  we  will  keep  what 
promise*  ywi  make  us  vacnHlly  as  you  van  desire- 
farewell,  friends." 

Willi  this  he  turned  to  his  coniessur,  They  wore 
pn-t^irig  out  when  Lu  Tn'mnuille  caught  Jeanne  by 
the  ami : — "  We  are  friends  ?'*  lie  asked  ;  '*  keep 
your  word  as  to  Ricltemont,  I  will  lake  can)  that 
the  king  keeps  hiit  for  RliL-ims." 

"  I  do  not  mistrust  the  king's  word,"  answered 
she,  "and  be  ascured  tlint  I  will  not  break  my 
owa." 

"  I  can  well  trust  to  that,"  said  the  minister  [ 
"and,"  muttered  he  as  slie  was  gone,  "if  we  are 
not  friends,  so  I  can  make  you  5er\'e  me,  it  is  all 
tlie  belter,  1  sludl  nevd  k'ss  the  trouble  of  a 
mask,  whkh,  to  say  trutli,  seems  to  hide  little  from 
her." 

D'AuloQ  accumpuniod  Jeanne  to  tlw  Iwuse  in 
which  she  was  lodged.  For  once  even  he  appeared 
abstmcted,  and  Jeanne,  who  seldom  begau  conver- 
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«nUcins  UDlvf«  jrom  motiresof  kindnpssor  courtesy, 
naked  him  with  some  sur[u-i»e  iJie  roasoii  of  tiis 
muaiog. 

"  Is  it  imjmcsible,"  said  he  ubruptly, "  tltat  1  should 
hear  those  Voices  of  whiL-h  you  s^wak  ?  Do  nut  ttiink 
Uiftt  i  miHruot  you,  it  is  because  your  looks  whvn 
you  speak  of  them  have  forced  me  to  believn  you, 
tJiat  I  ft.ik.  JiwiiH^,  1  u-ould  jny  aiiy  prk'i*  fur  Umt 
indcpiiident  power  which  onabl«»  you  to  control 
kings,  and  more,  to  make  their  panuitcc  serve  you 
RgaiDitt  tticir  own  will !" 

"  All  but  the  price  which  m  noedod,"  repliml  ths 
mBiden.  "  D'Aulon,  yon  are  a  good  tuid  a  brave 
man,  and  you  have  tenml  me  aa  a  friend  i  but 
I  know  you  too  thorxHigbly.  It  i»  not  ill  of  you  to 
desire  senesclinUiups  from  the  king  i  they  aro  tht> 
reward  of  his  brave  warriors,  but  it  i»  not  by  audi 
power  as  mine  that  you  could  gain  tlieni,  Yoa 
would  control  Chnries,  ain)  thwart  La  Tremouill*, 
for  your  own  good  pleasure.  1  ituiy  notdu  thht  emn 
where  my  pleasure  would  be  tlie  right.  You  would 
he  tlicir  mastiir,  my  jtower  is  that  of  n  Mrtunt. 
Can  you  for  years  entertain  but  ono  thought,  to 
help  and  to  cave  your  rounlryrnun,  praying  fnr  thut 
end,  though  you  win  it  through  tneuns  witii-h  are 
hourly  torment  ?  I  thougtit  that  I  need  shed  no 
more  blood.  I  tiupi<t),  I  was  fidl  of  the  belief,  thdt 
our  Journey  to  Rheima  slwuld  be  ppaeeful,  and  itgiun 
I  lun  bitiden  to  sf^ll  it,  tliougU  my  flesh  creeps,  and 
my  eyes  grow  dim,  and  my  breait  heaves  alokly, 
even  wlien  I  sulTer  myself  to  think  uf  tuch  dcetts. 
D'Aulon,  you  should  know  me,  tiiough  others  do 
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not.  You  should  »ee  that  miott  U  a  ilmrp  trial, 
not  a  priviU-gn,  nnd  u  glory.  It  ha?  separated  niu 
frutn  almoEt  all  1  love,  putting  in  grvutilanger  liim 
who  is  with  ni«.  For  years  I  have  borae  tlie  ungcr 
of  one  parent,  anil  llie  sorrow  of  another.  Ant!  am 
I  almys  believed  f  Will  vvvu  tlw  nobla  Daupliia 
kt  me  do  all  I  would  to  help  him  ?  With  tlui  coii- 
etable's  aid,  his  kin^loni  should  be  the  inort- 
s|>eedily,  ay,  and  thv  more  bluodlt^xly  won,  yet  for 
liii  minister's  feud  he  rejects  such  strength.  What 
is  my  life  hut  on9  cootOMt  against  thoae  who  will 
iiot  k-t  Ilvsven  serve  them  ?  Do  you  envy  this  ? 
Will  you  devote  yourself  so  for  many  weary,  wesry, 
montlw,  with  no  hofw  on  vitrlh  but  to  rvtuni  to  tlit- 
stat«  you  luve  sadly  left,  trusting  lo  yuur  recom- 
pense in  Heaven  alone,  and  happy  in  notliingbut  in 
striving  not  to  loet  that  ?  W'ill  you  do  this  ?  Then 
you  may  see  and  hear  poruhunoe  what  I  have  seen 
and  heard,  to  do  their  bidding  as  I  strive  to  do  iL 
For  no  U^s  purpoau;  could  the  \^oives  visit  you." 

"  I  do  not  pretend  Ut  such  devotion,"  replied 
D'Aulgn. 

"  It  is  the  task  of  fvw,  and  I  thank  Heaven  for 
tliv  many  that  it  is  so !"  exclaimed  Jeanne  j  "  but 
do  not  think  tliat  I  complain.  Alay  all  win  their 
Way  to  et«ntal  peuce  in  cilmi  nnd  content  I  1  am 
willing  to  strive  for  it  with  pain,  eo  1  may  win  it 
at  last  I  dear  frii^nd,  I  know  that  it  is,  I  haw 
humble  trust  tliut  it  »linll  be  niin«  if  1  do  not  falter 
I  now  !  so  tluit  I  may  bear  the  preeent  as  a  poor  true 
I  heir  who  shall  succeed  to  an  usurper,  praying  that 
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Ajl  (lay  of  riglit  may  imme,t)io  ugb  that  dny  baa 
day  of  sore  battle." 

"  My  desires  were  idle,"  st.ii  D'Auloti,  with  a 
grave  smile,  "  y«l  you  linve  almost  given  mA  a  new 
one,  to  be  OS  einglc-hearted  as  yourself," 

*'Let  us  both  do  our  duty,"  n!]>liitl  slie,  "and 
for  mine,  pray  fbr  its  ttpeedy  eDd." 

"  Jeanne  1  dear  Jeanne  I"  cried  a  voice  that  ehu 
knew  well,  and  in  another  moment  Petit  Ji>ao  held 
her  in  hi*  arms  wtiile  Viem  stood  bvnde  them. 

"  Are  my  fatlker  and  mother  veil/'  orivd  the 
maiden,  "  and  Jaoquemio  and  Cetlianne  ?  Thejr 
are  not  willi  you  ?" 

"  Xo,  no,  but  well,  quite  well,  and  they  have 
Iteard  of  your  successes  at  Domremy,  and  oono  dis- 
beUeve  you  now ;  I  could  not  stay  from  you,  so  I 
pnyed  my  tathur  that  I  too  might  come  and  fight 
by  your  ade,  and  guard  you  as  well  as  Pierrf,  aDd 
he  lias  been  telling  me  of  all  tliat  you  havo  dona. 
W'liy,  men  blowf  me  and  honour  nui  when  they  bear 
but  that  I  am  your  brother.  Ah  1  Jeanne  1  you 
will  come  back  and  be  a  queen  on  the  banks  of  tlw 
Meuse,  and  you  will  make  knights  and  nobles  of  all 
your  kin !" 

"  See  you/'  said  slic  to  D'Aulon,  "  how  I  am 
tempted  I  it  is  not  easy  to  be  quite  urtselfish  :  I 
must  find  some  other  time,  dear  Jetui,  to  talk  wilii 
you  of  that ;  to-day  you  inutt  telt  me  of  my  homo 
and  all  that  are  in  ii." 

"  And  enough,  too,"  replied  Jean,  "  but  it  must 
be  about  yourself  also,  for  ewry  body  Uiorw  talks  of 
notliing  else,    MaStre  Aubeiy,  the  mayor,  says  be 
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WW  ntn  from  tlie  time  be  prevented  your  inarris^ 
witli  >Tac<]ues  AJain,  tliat  lie  kn«w  you  would  OORW 
to  aomothing  better." 

"  Tile  mayor  kept  his  wisdom  to  hioiself  Ummj,  as 
he  (Iocs  his  truth  now,**  said  Jnuine,  nniling. 

"The  mayor  should  be  well  beaten  for  bis  faUe- 
hooiis,"  •>xclaimttil  Pierre. 

*'  Ad<I  you  are  flomebody  already  !"  «ud  Jean ; 
**  it  ie  fiomething  to  talk  of  beating  a  mayor,  and 
you  look  as  though  yo«  would  <lo  it," 

Jeanne  and  Pierre  laughwl,  and  D'Aulon  joined 
tliem.  "  Let  me  say  a  word  to  Rerre  before  I  ttm 
interrupted,"  raid  Jeanne  {  "  for  I  see  the  Dake 
of  Akii;^7n  yooder,  and  the  Duclieis  with  him,  and 
perhaps  they  aeek  me."  Jean  stared  with  mui-h 
wonder  at  his  »t*ter,  and  then  looked  very  curiously 
after  the  Duke  and  Duchess,  n  rare  sight  for  one 
who  bad  never  before  been  many  leagues  from 
Domremy.  "Pi«rre!'*  raid  Jeanne  to  him  apart, 
"  Mi^rv  John  uf  Orieans  will  be  with  you  by  the 
Dauphin *B  command  to  kitow  how  he  best  may 
do  you  pleasure.  Ho  is  poor,  ask  not  for  money, 
and  honoun  will  but  make  you  envied,  and,  per- 
haps, mocked,  where  all  are  ready  to  remember 
who  we  arc.  I  do  not  a«k  of  you  to  share  with  me  ; 
you  have  done  well,  and  deserve  recompense ;  be- 
think you,  wliat  would  you  have  that  you  may  ask 
witli  honour?" 
Pierre  coloured  and  hesitated.  "If  you  nuyl 
U  not  WMve  yourself,  you  might  do  great  service  to^ 

I  another,*  resumed  Jeanne,    **  Marie  de  In  Meille^ 

I  raye  liatb  br«n  persecuted  by  a  suitor  whom  she 
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will  iwt  tteccpt  i  if  yoQ  should  send  Mcarirc  the  Bas- 
tard  1f>  me  to  ssk  wliut  you  wcmlil  liavc,  I  fImiuIJ  my 
tu  liim  tlial  Marie  mav  be  left  uniiiolesl«d  till  Uir 
Uuupliin  has  tiin«  tiimeolf  to  cxuninv  the  justJcP  of 
her  cause ;  nay,  perhaps  that  sho  may  be  allowed 
to  choow for  hoTsi'if  of  9uih  a*  Brp  worUiy  of  h«r." 

"  I  will  desire  Meesire  .Tohn  of  OrliwRe  to  speak 
with  you,  dear  Jvanne,"  said  Piem^,  aii'l   at  I*)a1 
momi'Dt  the  Duk«  ai>d  Duchiiu  I'litvrvil  l!ir 
hj'  the  open  door. 

"  Joanne,  you  must  speak  again  with  tlit«  king, 
said  tiie  Uuthess,  as  Jeanne  reverently  saluted 
"Alcnfoti  must  not  be  your  leader ;  he  tiatli  nl> 
r«ft<)y  endured  long  inptivily;  hismnsom  just  paid 
leaves  us  worse  than  poor,  and  liis  life  hath  licon 
alrpftdy  exposed  in  tlii*  oauve.  Jcnniie,  you  can, 
both  with  honour  and  wilh  ease,  bring  the  kiug  lo 
dmde  anew.  Aicn^-on  cannot  n-ftisi",  but  I  may 
pray  you  to  fv.vc  him  froin  a  peril  ntiich  I  tremble 
at,  and  which  will  make  mo  wretc]>ed  as  long  as 
the  war  lasts,  and  (ferhaiK  for  nvtr." 

•'  Let  not  the  noblo  prince  yield  tlte  honour  Iw 
shall  win  ;  he  sltall  return  to  you  iu  bettor  mtate 
than  Itu  now  is,  and  I  will  bu  liis  gunni,  ay,  ami 
the  pledge  of  his  mfety,"  answered  Jeanne. 

"  You  will  bring  him  bock  to  mo  in  Rtfety  ?" 
asked  the  Ouchi.'^e. 

"  Fi-ar  nut,"  repljeil  the  maiden.  "  1  am  told  of 
nothing  but  honour  and  succm  now.  It  tx  the  har- 
vest I  would  you  Itaw  }-our  noblo  husband  abaatit 
from  the  gathering?" 

llw  Dudw^s  appeared  to  Iwlic^'e,  and,  a 
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conversation,  yielded.  Jean,  trusting,  simple- 
liearted,  loving,  and  beloved,  as  he  was>  stood  al- 
most aghast  at  his  own  relationship  with  her  whom 
lie  saw  courted  by  the  king's  own  house,  for  her 
power  over  him ;  he  rejoiced  when  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  departed;  and  so  did  Jeanne,  for  she 
longed  to  cast  aside  the  heroine  and  the  states- 
woman,  and  to  be  the  sister,  the  child,  tlie  play- 
fellow with  her  own.  She  reverently  followed  the 
princes  to  her  door,  and  then  rushed  hack  to  her 
brothers,  "  I  have  but  the  half  hour  of  our  meal," 
she  E^d ;  "  then  my  work  must  begin  again ;  but 
for  that  time,  talk^  talk  to  me  of  Domremy." 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 


It  was  at  Sollea  in  Bnry  that  ClutrlM  and 
court  awaited  the  ev«iit  of  the  maiden's  enterj 
whence  %ho  had  departed  in  cocnpaoy  with  AU^n^oo, 
John  of  Orleans,  IHorent  d'lllicr«,  and  tiuiny  of  tho 
other  leaders  who  had  befora  won  honour  witti  Iwr. 
Here,  watched  by  La  Tnmouille,  who  dnadvd 
evfry  hour  the  declbe,  perhaps  the  svdd«n  de- 
struction of  lii.t  power,  Cltarles  received  the  tiomagv 
of  the  many  who  returned  to  htm  with  his  better 
fortunes,  and,  as  far  as  his  means  would  permit, 
furnJKhcd  forth  the  preparations  for  the  still  more 
daring  expedition  in  which  he  ttad  promised  to 
embark. 

"  Money  haw  we  none,  wherewitli  to  ent^toin 
j-our  followers,"  »aid  Iw  to  the  young  Lordof  Laval  j 
"  but,  if  our  thanks  be  worth  your  acct-ptance,  take 
them  heartily,  till  we  can  pay  you  in  richer  coin." 

"  There  is  none  more  valued  by  a  true  Fn-nch- 
nian,  eire,"  ^d  the  young  nobleman;  "and  that 
yourgnice  nucd  not  to  tore  on  my  account,  1  have 
already  written  to  my  friend*  to  ftimiab  me." 

He  liad  t»dden  tliem  to  sell  his  land,  and  geot  his 
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seal  for  Uie  purpose,  tliat  lie  might  be  »l)I«  to  «erre 
his  king  without  burtlioning  hiii  exhausted  treasury. 
And  h«  was  not  alone  in  Buch  Escrificea. 

"  Vou  will  need  to  be  provided  for  two  or  Uiroe 
months  here,"  caid  the  king;  "but  we  must  do 
what  wo  can  to  ease  you  in  your  charge." 

"  Methinka  your  liighnese  need  take  little  heed 
of  that,"  replied  Laval }  "  the  maiden  has  promised 
VM  spoi'dy  news  of  her." 

*'  She  has  scarcely  been  gone  yet  six  days," 
said  tiie  king;  "we  must  not  expect  continual 
wonders," 

*'  But  your  htgliiicts  may  find  them  without  ex* 
pcctatiun,"  said  La  Tremouille.  entering  the  king's 
apartment  J  "Jergeau  has  already  fallen  to  your 
power." 

"  Jergeau  1"  exclaimed  Charles ;  "  aitd  Suffolk, 
aodtlie  English  r 

"  Suffolk,  eire,  is  your  prisoner,"  replied  La  Tre- 
mouille, *'  as  ore  some  of  his  follower* ;  tlie  most 
are  dead." 

"  Merciful  Heaven  !"  cried  Charles ;  "  and  the 
maiden  is  safr?" 

"Safe,  and  ia  Orleans,  sire,"  replied  Pierre 
d'Arc,  wliom  slie  had  sent  on  this  message  to  the 
king. 

"Ah  I  her  brother  I  welcome!"  cried  the  mo- 
narch. "  Tell  me,  and  of  her,  and  speak  out,  roan, 
for  thou  mnyst  boast  of  Uiy  sister,  aiul  I  ihoU  love 
B  to  hear  it." 

I  "Suffolk  sallied,  sire,  as  we  approached  the 

I         town,  and  drove  us  back  in  confusion  j  he  even 
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ahout«d  'Victor; I'  to  Ids  soldiers i  but  Jmuiov 
wited  luir  standard  iirom  Hm  who  boru  it,  ami  ifav 
Engtish  wort;  driven  back  to  their  walls  witli  loa>. 
We  theu  invested  it ;  our  soldiers  k«pt  but  bectlloti 
guard,  but  thay  made  no  further  trial  of  i  uLjti 

thofio  of  Sully  murcbed  to  Uwir  aid,  tlie  i  ndi 

fought  uiider  the  English  baoaerv." 

"  Thou  of  Sully  !  of  your  t<iwn  of  SuUy,  La 
TremouiUe!"  Hiid  the  king,  with  eamoktneu  aod 
surprise. 

"Such  of  Uiiin,  sire,  as  Pierce  d'Arc  jintly 
calls  the  false  French,"  replied  tiie  ministur ;  "  but 
thoy  Imve  well  jmid  for  their  treOHon ;  thtry  liavo 
fallen  with  llic  English  they  ser>'ed ;  nnd  my  tawa 
of  Sully,  DOW  r<t»tured  to  me,  tie  rightful  owrtmr, 
will  be  proud  to  nrct'ivi;  it»  king  within  ilH  waila.  If 
h»  will  accept  sucjt  poor  hoe[Hlality  as  I  can  tbcw 
hini  tliere,  in  my  ancestral  dwolliitg." 

"  I  tliunk  you,  Lu  Tn-mouiltu,"  rvpliitd  C'ttarloa, 
all  sittpidon  banished  from  lus  miud  anil  cuun- 
limanco ;  "  but  you  invvittud  lliu  town,  Mt'saitv 
Pierro  T 

"  And  ourartillcrj  did  good  work  upon  its  walLi,*' 
replied  lie ;  "  cspocially  oar  cannoo  from  Urk^ans, 
which  Maltro  Jean  liai  iwimed  tlw  Slicphordt^ne  in 
an«w«r  to  tJieir  Engbsh  taunts,  anil  wiiich  Wi-ll  <]«>• 
wnres  her  name ;  and  they  kltot  again  at  uh  with' 
gowl  ht«rt  and  skilful  aim,  eo  that  the  t>uk«  o: 
Ak>n^i>ii  himself  ran  great  risk  of  his  d«at1t,  b<>ini{ 
marked  by  their  gunnors  for  their  KJtot," 

"  Hu  is  not  hurt,  my  good  couun?"  atkod  (_%arl< 
kimllv. 
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"  JetniU!  lav  ttie  aim,  and  dr<<w  him  aside,"  re- 
plied Pierre ;  "  and  a  gentliMnan  of  Anjou,  who 
rushed  tinadviaedly  into  his  place,  fell  deaid  the  In- 
stant after." 

"  WcJl  haa  she  kept  her  word  to  Marie  d'Ar- 
ma^ac/'  mid  Uii^  king ;  **  and  his  wife  would  not 
hare  mourned  hitn  alon«  ;  he  U  a  brave  and  loyal 
genttoman,  and  a  kind  kinBtnan  :  but  go  on." 

"Then,"  rcplii>d  Pierre,  "  came  a  rumour  that 
the  Rnglith,  under  Futolf,  approoclu'd  tu  raise 
the  aego,  and  the  leaders  would  hav%  quitt»l  it,  ae 
1  believe,  but  for  her  futpeatJeH." 

"  Do Uicy  again  thtvart her?"  interrupted  C'harlcR 
angrily ;  "  but  what  power  Iwve  I  ?*  he  continued, 
"  if  the  time  of  ordnr  oitd  right  rule  might  ever 
come  !    It  may  be,  and  by  lict !" 

"  l"he  Duke  of  Aleu^on  obeyed  your  highneaa's 
wishes,  and  cliargcd  Uii>m  by  th^-ir  liouour  to  re- 
main, and  before  daybreak  the  next  morning  the 
'  shepherdess'  bad  laid  the  greatest  tower  on  the 
ground,  a  heap  of  ujiel«)'«,  cumbersome  ruin," 

"  And  tlMMi— "  said  Charles. 

*'  Still,  sire,  we  bad  disimion  to  contend  with  : 
on  the  'DiUTsday,  three  days  afterward^  Suffolk 
uSered  to  capitulate  in  fifteen  day«,  if  thoy  received 
no  sucoour,  end  l^a  Hin?  and  others  would  have 
acocptad  his  t^^rnix.  Jeanne  again  interposed :  '  Ijet 
their  persons  and  what  tliey  have  about  thorn  be 
safe  if  they  depart  at  once,'  said  she, '  else  let  llwrm 
abide  tlw  axmult,  for  our  Unit!  is  limited  by  tlie 
very  power  that  gives  as  victory.'." 

•*  And  they  abode  Uie  trial  ?"  said  Charles. 
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"  They  did,  and  BtouUy  and  ssldieriy,"  rf[Jipd 
Pierre.  "  Jeaiine  wiahptl  much  to  spare  then,  bat 
eha  thought  it  false  mercy  to  protract  tlie  Trar,  md 
gii-e  them  time  for  a  more  bloody  struggle." 

"Her  policy  was  right,"  said  La   Trentouitle. 

"  It  <Kw,  tt>r  it  wac,  what  slie  herself  called  it, 
merciful,"  said  the  king. 

Pierre  continued  t  **  That  very  tnoming  did  eht 
urge  the  Duke  to  tti«  enterprise.  *  Un.  uoble  Uxike, 
to  the  assault,' was  her  cry.^ — 'Is  it  nut  yet  too 
soon?'  quotli  the  prince. — 'Doubt  not'  jsbe  r^ 
turned; — 'the  Iiour  is  como,  whenever  it  pleaad 
Hvnvcn  tUut  wu  should  net,  and  when  itaelf  nct> 
for  us!' — 'Nay!' — interrupted  he. — *Ah,  gmth 
duke,  do  you  fear  V  cried  Jeanne. '  Do  you  not 
remember  that  I  have  promised  your  wife  to  bring 
you  back  siLfe  and  sound?" 

"  Alen^on  would  ratlwr  stand  the  enemy'i 
fire,  than  that  raillery  of  hi*  courage,"  nkl  Uw 
king. 

'  "  T1h>  usnult  began  on  tlie  instant,"  continued 
Pierre;  "  a  marvellous  and  terrible  fight,  a*  oUlefd 
warriors  than  I  declared,  for  it  lasted  four  houra,  j 
and  fire  hundred  of  our  enemies  perished  in  it," 

"And  of  our  own?"  asked  CItarleSi 

"  We  did  not  look  at  our  losses,  sire,"  re|>]ied 
Pierre  ;  *'  they  say  that  Suffolk  then  ordered  a  I«r-^| 
ley  to  he  wmndud  fi\>m  the  wuIU,  but  none   heanl^^ 
it.    Still  they  Iteld  out  desperaU-Iy  ngaintt   us. 
Jeaniw  rushed  to   tlie  thiekert  part  of  ll»e  fight,  | 
and  bore  her  banner  Tftry  near  to  tlic  top  of  their 
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naUai  wkn^lvge  &ti>n«  was  liurlod  right  on  bt>r, 
aix]  struck  her  to  the  very  foot  of  Uie  mm* 
part." 

"  You  saiil  she  was  nfe  ?"  «xclAi»i«(l  Clmrlfi*. 

"  TIhi  great  Gtone  glanced  from  l>er  helmet," 
replied  Pierre,  "which  «l»c  must  have  slain  her, 
an<l  her  fall  hurt  li«r  littJo.  *  Friuni]* !  frwiida  I 
up  !  up  '.'  thu  critxl,  *  know  you  not  t)i«  EogUsh  arr 
condemned  ?— this  v«ry  hour  they  are  our''3.'  I'he 
wall  was  gained,  and  nioru  Uutn  eleven  hundred 
Ejigtitli  paid  th^  lit-M  for  the  maideo'e  danger." 

"  \\'liat  did  Suffolk  r  aaked  the  king. 

"  He  vnth  his  two  brotliers  rwhed  to  the  bridge 
acraw  the  Loire,"  repliod  Pierre,  "  and  tltene  one 
fell  {  Beetng  all  hopeless,  the  carl  wislieJ  to  stop 
further  blood-slteddit^.  '  Are  you  a  gentknmn  T 
he  cried  to  the  brave  Gtullaume  Regnault,  who 
prewed  upon  him  hand  to  hand.  —  ■  1  am/  rtfJied 
Regnault. —  <  A  knight  ?'  asked  Suilulk.  — *  Not 
yet,'  repliotl  Rr^mult. — '  I  tnoy  yield  to  no  lees, 
but  tJiou  artbra^'e.  Kneel,  and  becouK  one  !'  an. 
swered  Suffolk,  '  and  Umd  accept  the  sword  that 
dub*  thw  in  taken  o(  Eurrender.'  " 

"  It  was  nobly  done  of  both,"  said  Charies, 
"  and  the  captive  Gngllsbmao  tcachoa  mc  a  duty. 
MylordofTi*vcs!" 

Ttie  venerable  lonl  approached.  "  I  lun  not  yet  a 
kniglil,"  comtiutwd  tiut  king,  "  hut  your  sword  will 
not  be  4^sgnu»d  if  it  conftir  honour  there."  The  old 
^  noblemen  acquieec<>d  willi  an  honest  sniile,  Pierre 
^K  knelt.  "  Thou  art  now  eniX)Ued  in  the  chivalry  of 
^V  France "  wiid  tlui  monnrch  as  he  arose, "  and  it 
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befiltwl  Uiat  one  of  no  liMa  Oegree  eliouU  brin^ 
us  tlio  tidiDga  of  such  deeiU."  Pierre  buweil  Um 
lower  for  liio  olati-d  lu'iirt.  Cliurlcs  puu«iMl  for  ■ 
moment,  and  Uiuti  askod  tlia  rest  o(  the  day'* 
(leede. 

"  TItcii,  in  ■]»(«  of  all  Hfiorta^'"  replied  Ptcrr^ 
"  |)UUiLgu  oven  to  tacrilvgu  wa«  Uib  doger  Wbtk 
the  soldiiTft  and,  in  tine  cruelty  of  r(>vcn^<<,  tounf 
Kiigli.tli  vtf.i«  slain,  and  ewti  vume  nobln  pi-iionrr^, 
in  dispute  for  tlieir  poesesBiDn,  tiiat  the  princs  nod 
Jeaonc  lefl  »ot  Uic  bravo  SufTulk  till  tlimy  had 
placed  liim  uifu  williiit  a  liugo  boatt,  with  othn* 
of  like  rank,  and  bpdI  tliem  duwn  tlie  atntani  to 
Orleans,  wliitlier  all  tlio  nmiy  nrixurw),  antl  when 
utn  I  biddvn  to  declarv,  sire,  jrour  loyul  aubjeclt 
anxiously  await  your  royal  pretence,  cniving  iIm 
ren'ard  ot' seeing  you  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  >uf- 
feringit  and  tltcir  vk-tories," 

"  That  is  surely  Jittk  ca<H)gli  to  ask  ;  it  i%  na- 
tural to  lo%'e  to  see  the  joy  mi  g>vt(,  it  is  genu 
in  the  good  dtiuns  of  Orltunf,  and  I  — 

**  Before  your  higltnrea  makes  any  protnixi  it 
might  be  im^ioniblc  to  fullil,  I  kiww  I  sliall 
heaxd.  liowp\-cr  1  foi;get  mpect  in  my 
niption,"  said  La  Trxtmouille ;  "your  hig 
who  never  br^-uk  your  mini,  will  ext'utu'  my  caU' 
tioning  you  in  giving  it ;  we  have  other  nem  i 
RichemoQt  lia.1  set  iiulfiviin  I^iuJun  in  dospitv  of 
your  hi^limrw*':-  urxlore,  uixl  is  ulrntdy  o 
ready  to  join  and  command  your  fbrcM,' 

"  \^''lM;ru   t>  thu  Seigneur  lio  In  Juil 
the  king  ;  "  how  spake  he  our  erraml  'e" 
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*'  Mucli  as  a  coward  stutters  out  big  wnrde, 
sire,"  reptted  La  TKinouillo ;  **  ahall  Iw  upproocli 
your  highncM?" 

Pierre  had  coloured  at  the  nam?,  and  his  blond 
tingled  wlien  the  man  wtioni  tie  knew  from  Mari« 
Je  la  M<'i!l«my>!  to  hi!  llii?  xuitor  for  her  hand  was 
introducnl,  Lu  Jaill«  gave  a  confusecl  account  of 
fait  denwanour  befoiv  the  oontitable,  Hichemont. 

*'  You  spokv  at  Uast  my  wonls,  thai  he  sliould 
retire  to  ttis  estates  P"  asked  Clmrles. 

"  Assuradly  I  did,  sim,"  replied  La  JnilK 

"And  he  undvrftoiMl  them  to  bo  my  words?" 
continued  the  king. 

**  yiost  distinctly, sire,  for  he  asked  the  question, 
declaring  that  if  they  w«re  my  own,  he  would  have 
me  cast  into  the  N'ienne.'* 

'*  Vou  then  Hpokc  as  became  tlie  bearer  of  a 
royal  mission  ?"  said  tin;  king. 

"  1  said  very  emphatically  tliat  the  words  were 
your  highness's,  Kiru,"  rcpliisl  Li  Jaille. 

"Ttie  6ery  little  constable  has  not  U»t  hit  old 
humour,"  interposed  La  Tremouille;  "and  La 
Jaill^,  I  ntppow,  thought  h«  would  do  better  tn 
bring  your  htghoess  back  an  account  of  his  em- 
bany,  than  to  lufTer  anotlier  to  do  it  for  him,  with 
the  addition  of  his  own  catottrophe.'' 

"  And  wliat  then  said  Rkliexnont  ?*  asked 
Chariaa,  little  moved  by  La  TremouiUc's  alteiM|it 
at  mirth. 

"  That  he  would  march  on,  sire,"  anawered  La 
Jnille,  nhoepishly. 

Charles  turned   his  back  on  thu  •pookar,  and 
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La  TremouiUe  motioned  him  to  rvUre.    **  And  this 
Ik  thu  limn  to  whom  you  give  aj)  honoumhle  mi*< 
sion,"  said  Charlvn,  "  whom  you  wouKI  rewani 
a  suitor  V 

Pi«rra  rejoioMl  in  the  contempt  which  he  saw 
on  Ihv  king'ti  couutonnnce. 

"  I  would  k«q}  fuith  even  with  him,  but  ]  would 
now  grant  him  no  needless  favour, "  replied  1a 
Tix^mouille,  with  a  glance  at  I^ierre  ;  "  but  nid«Ml 
ifanmn  haw  uverv«cuM  for  trembling;,  it  may  b* 
befoK!  the  constable,  wluce  temper  your  higluHH 
has  not  always  bwu  able  to  restnJu." 

"Enough,   enough,"   cried  Charlw,  '*  I  do  nut 
wish  to  hare  his  niurd«n),  legal  and  illegal,   noci!«"J 
sary  and  patriotic  as  lie  calk  tlwm,  owt  Iw-lbro  my^| 
eyes — ^ihe  Camus  of  Beanlieu,  your  wife's  firal  litM- 
band,  Giac." 

*'  Her  second  husband  has  at  least  no  with  to 
sliarc  the  fate  of  the  firnt,"  eaid  La  Tremmiillp.  "  l^i 
would  div  in  thu  fi«ld  for  your  liighncMs  services* 
but  it  is  a  poor  deatli  to  be  assassinated,  or  wni^ 
fully  exe€Ut«d," 

"  We  should  scarecly  brook  such  coercion  now,'* 
said  Ctiarles,  haughtily,  "scarcely  endure  Hint 
bloml  of  our  frii'iidii  shotild   be   shed  in  our  own' 
name  by  a  rebellious  subject." 

"  Yet  the  constable  is  sudden  as  wi-ll  as  dvtar> 
mined,  sire,"  laiii  La  Trcmouille.  "My  towo  of 
Sully  will  afford  your  highness  a  more  eeoom 
«ojoum  titan  Orleans,  and  your  own  SL-curity  ami 
free-will  I  may  at  least  witiiout  imputation  wnldi 
ov«r  and  guard." 


^•I  would  &iu  lee  m;  brave  OrleaDnois,"  Eaid 
Charles  ;  "  but  wa  will  Uiink  of  what  U  needed." 

Tiie  king  left  tbe  room  with  La  Treinouillo.  The 
next  dajr  saw  tlicm  on  the  road  to  Sully. 

PiiMTfl  mode  good  tpted  for  OrI«an*.  *'  I  am  not 
proud,"  said  he  to  bim^lf,  "  wh«a  1  tluok  of  Mari«, 
but  a  true  knight  'a  acknowledged  to  be  the  worth; 

wn'aiilof  anylttdy  in  Frunce,  and  as  for  Uiat  La 
J»il)e •• 

Rcarwly  had  tbe  king  and  liis  minister  arrived  at 
tlwir  iM!W  Kojouni,  wh«r«  uveiy  dcmoniitrution  of 
loyal  hospitality  was  anxiously  made  by  La  Tie- 
mouilte,  wbeu  fresh  new»  arrived  from  the  army  t 
tlkt  brid^  of  Minin  had  beta  taken  by  the  Frenchr 
and  Beaugenci  was  invested,  but  with  this  came  the 
unwelcome  eertointy  tliat  Richcntont  had  joined  the 
royal  army,  at  he  liad  umouoced  he  would.  It  la 
true  that  the  aama  meaaenger  brought  letters  from 
the  constable  to  the  mininter,  oSering,  for  the  Mdtc 
of  the  oommon  vuuee,  Bubmiseions  which  could 
hardly  be  expected  from  one  so  haughty  and  wil- 
ful. "  Let  me  but  freely  participate  in  the  good 
work,'*  taH  these  niuivee,  "  and  retain  what  in- 
fluence you  de«iM>  or  mtlter  let  um  have  but  one 
interesL  I  claim  tbe  power  due  to  my  rank,  my 
name  and  reputation,  in  Ute  army ;  bt>  your'a 
tlire  civil  dir«ctiun  of  tlio  t^tatv,  and  in  that  unbn 
we  may  resist  and  overwhelm  all  competitora," 

La.  TremouiUe  <lid  not  even  pau»e.  "  He  entreats 
now,"  eaid  the  minister  to  La  Jaillc;  "but  gin 
him  (he  uncoutroUed  power  of  tlie  sword,  and 
bis   language  to   me  would   be    much  as  it  hath 
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been  to  you,  uod  his  deeds  eucli  as  they  wen  to 
(iiac  and  the  Oaniu*  d«  Bodleau ;  Uw  civil  dlivr- 
tioii '.  vrho  ov«r  hoard  of  that  witbstaodiug  n  suc- 
ceseful  soldier,  and  one  as  overtwariog  ne  Rklie- 
montP  OnleK  n)ii»L  be  »>?nt  him  again  to  i«> 
turn  to  hie  dunmin  of  Partlienay,  tliotigh  not  bj 
thee,  La  Jaille." 

But,  while  tti««e  were  beiog  expedited,  came  Uw 
intelligence  of  tlu)  decisive  bsttle  of  Patayr,  in 
which  Talbot  and  Faatolf  were  defeoti,*)!,  pnrtlf 
through  their  own  dingrvements^and  partly  tlirouf^ 
the  incrrasing  panic  of  the  Eoglisb  soldiery,  with 
the  loot  of  twenty>ftre  hundred  men  dfoil  on  tiw 
field,  besidvv  many  prisonoTV,  atnot^  whom  Talbot 
himself  was  one,  having  Burrendered  to  Potou  it 
Xantrailles. 

"  Ji^anne  herself  will  soon  be  with  wi,"  caid  Ln 
Tremouille,  "  and  I  know  now  enough  of  the  cir> 
cuoiEtances  to  make  her  my  fim  ally,  if  ahe  hm 
but  one  access  to  her  heart,  either  of  prido,  ioi 
revcr^,  ay,  or  oven  of  sitterly  lUTocUon." 

Jeanne  came  as  he  expected,  and,  welcunird 
she  vms  by  the  cheers  of  the  people,  he  hud  con- 
trived Ko  to  engage  tlte  king,  tltat  lie  had  no  im- 
mediate notice  of  tier  arrival. 

"  So,  Jeanne,"  said  he,  on  encountering  her, 
"jou  have  broken  your  word  with  me  and  witli  the 
king." 

"  The  northern  part  of  the  Loire  is  olear  of  the 
&^Uiih,"  replied  tlie  maiden. 

"  But  you  have  joined  with  the  constable ;  do 
you  mean  to  rank  yourself  with  our  enemiea,  aod 
aMst  UicheinoDt  to  coerce  your  oovereign  ?" 
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*'  I  would  have  fought  tho  coDstablc,"  indignantly 
ntplicd  Jmniie,  "rather  than  accept  tus  leading; 
hut  the  l^igliHli  verf.  at  hnnd,  many  of  our  own 
lea(l<>ra  wvrv  hi«  friends  and  partisaiii ;  wi<  tniglit 
liavc  ttlaughtered  one  another,  and  left  Meun  and 
BcDugenci  to  the  English,  with  lh«  Itope  of  Ur< 
leans  u>  boot." 

"  Vou  did  not  admit  him  to  command ;  ttiat  wus 
indeed  Eomewliat,  if  you  could  do  no  belter,"  ob* 
served  La  I'mniuuillc. 

"Our  twnn«  wm  frank  and  plain  enough,"  re- 
pli«d  she;  '*lie  said  to  me,  'Jeanne,  they  t«l)  me 
you  would  tight  nitlt  m« ;  I  know  not  whetlier  you 
b«  nfit  to  us  from  Heaven  or  from  Hell ;  if  from 
Heaven.  1  fear  ymt  not,  for  Heaven  knows  my  con- 
scientv,  and  if  from  the  Devil  hinuelf,  1  fear  you 
still  lees ;'  and  I  replied,  *  Conatable,  you  come  not 
on  my  word ;  but  if  you  ooote  to  aerve  the  noble 
Dnu^mi,  itrilcD  in  Heaven's  namu  by  our  tide,  and 
WtflooUH'.'  Then  did  the  constable  proficr  uncondi- 
tional obedience  to  the  king,  and  lu^aled  liis  offer 
with  an  oath,  recorded  under  the  hundH  aiul  seola 
of  ttie  Duke  of  Alen^on  and  many  of  the  aoblsB ; 
on  that  condition  ofUy,  we  engaged  to  plead  to  tiw 
noblo  Dauphin  on  his  behalf,  and  on  tliat  coiMlition 
only  did  we  tlien  permit  his  presence,  ratlker  than 
lus  f»lU)w*hip,  li-Rt  we  slioiild  then  incur  miwhonce 
that  all  here  miglit  Utterly  regret  when  tliey  could 
not  antcnd  it." 

"  I  am  willing  to  ac«{uit  you  of  blame,"  replied 
tlio  mtnister,  "  and  you  have  ample  opportunity 
for  proving  tlte  past  by  tho  future.     Rivhvmont 
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merits  litU«coiietderatioti  from  you  ;  h«  crossed  }VD 
at  Pcitajre,  ai  to  Uir>  Irading  of  Uu'  lulvnnoed  guard  ' 
whicli  ftll  know  you  love,  and  vlaim  of  goot!  rigiit." 

"  It  VBs  given  to  ha  Hin,  who  xzaule  j^ooJ 
of  his  ndvADtngff,  nnd  I  have  no  rcttson  to  compWd 
that  I  was  left  idle,  though  ttie  EogUah  ttint  dn] 
gavn  ua  but  little  trouble." 

•*  In  whose  name  ttiink  you  wcrto  they  beaten?'^ 
asked  La  1'ivniouille. 

"  la  Heuvcn  niid  the  king's,"  mplied  she. 

•*  Not  in  Richemont's  as  in  your's,"  rejoini?<l 
minirters  "it  was   your  Ismiwr,   not   his,   tliatl 
scared  th?m:  evpn  whon  you  dowricd  thoni  firtt 
by  the  sliout  they  tmsed,  whra  the  stag  was  drivnt^ 
flrnn  your  tin«*  to  tboirV,  it  was  your  namo  thatH 
made  the  braw  Ffetolf  retreat  from  tho  field  witJi-  ~ 
out  a  blow,  and  abandon  Talbot  to  Xaiilraillct.'* 
•^'Not  my  name,  but  that  In  which   I   figlit," 
urtmted  Jeanne,  "and  in  which  all  tnw  PVvnch- 
men  shall  fight  and  win." 

<*  I  give  you  but  ttic  honour  that  a  true  servant 
may  uccppt,"  stud  LaTremouille;*'didnotyour  pn>. 
j^iecy  nniniat^  all  the  hearts  of  leadt-ra  and  men 
when  they  wvro  told  by  you  tliat  all  thoy  ehouV 
need  would  1m>  good  spurs,  not  for  tlwSr  own  '' 
but  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy  ?  I>id  you  i 
lliem  to  ride  boldly  forward  and  »trik»  fi»arii»58ly. 
and  that,  tliougti  the  enemy  could  ratch  at  tlie  cloudi^ 
for  retreat,  they  should  be  delivered  into  our  hatiils  f'* 
Nay,  believe  mc,  we  know  well  your  worclit,  and  tho^ 
aott  that  follow  thorn,  and  Wi-ll  it  h  tliftt  tile 
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•llouUl,  tlial  bo  muy  distinguiKh  butwcon  Ids  true 
:ts,  aitt)  such  false  traitors  as  tli«  constable." 

"He  fuuglit  Jiot  that  day  like  a  traitor,"  &R- 
ttweriKl  Juantifl,  "  and  in«tliii)li«  it  would  bo  well  fur 
tlic  king  that  sucli  a  servant  slwuld  be  ever  in  tlie 
field  on  tiis  behalf." 

"  It  i*  gcnwous  in  you  to  way  it,"  obM^Vl^d  lb» 
minister;  "  now  that  you  have  restored  tlie  glory  of 
France,  lie  would  fain  wear  it  for  his  holiday  iiabit. 
la  he  the  man  to  wliom  you  would  submit  your 
[>luti«,  aiid  xuffcr  him  to  umt.-nd  tticra  at  his  caprice, 
bearing  tlte  blanie  of  his  failures,  without  the 
honour  of  your  owd  advice  and  deeds?" 

"  I  liare  but  to  go  to  IllM-iiii*,  which  i^xpedilioii 
the  king  is  to  command  io  parson,"  answered  tliv 
maiden ;  "  Utat  done,  command  who  will,  all  1  wvk 
id  peace." 

"Woidd  you  have  Bufferod  and  done  so  much, 
but  to  leave  your  king  under  the  same  control  hv 
endurvd  before  ?"  anked  La  Trvmouille. 

"'ni«  king  must  rule  of  his  own  royal  mind," 
replied  Jeanne,  "  and  though  that  could  be  no  gift 
uf  ininr,  yet  tlte  cvvnts  tlx'niiwlv^  shall  bMtow 
strength,  for  he  is  noble  in  heart,  and  fitted  for 
good  \yaTpoiiea." 

"  He  hai  oSercd  to  unito  witli  me  to  vxcludo  all 
others  from  the  government,"  urgod  La  TremouiUe  | 
"  he  nt  (ho  head  uf  Uie  army,  I  at  lliat  of  the  coun- 
cil J  thi-rv  is  one  with  whom  I  would  >o  unite,  but 
not  Bichemont" 
^H  "  Unite  with  him,  with  any,  with  all,  for  tha 
^V  falcty  of  Prancv,"  niva  answered ;  "  exclude,  if  yuu 
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chooae,  all  traitors,  oU  disobedient  to  tlie  kiag'r 
autliofitjr ;  but  m&ko  ooe  eaorifiee,  thougli  it  be  of 
your  Tengeaaoe  or  your  apprehentiooB.  tor  Fnuace, 
aud  for  your  kind  and  friendlj  mouaich.** 

"And  you  will  tuy  this  to  CIuu-Ih?"  usked  La 
Tremouille ;  ''  the  hand  of  Mario  de  la  Meilleray« 
i«  ill  my  gift;  hn  JuiUo,  who  wa»  to  tiavc  tiiul  it^j 
(DcserviM  it  not — if  Pierre ." 

"  U'  La  Jaille  deserree  it  not,  you  will  do  yuuij 
duty,  doubtlet*,"  interrupted  Jeannej  "as  to  Viene,] 
I  love  him  as  much  as  iiist^r  mn  low  a  brotjtwy 
more  thau  such  lore  can  ordinarily  be,  for  we  havttJ 
sliared  strange  fortunes ;  but  if  lie  lore  Mario,  ho] 
would  gin-  lirr  up,  rntlier  than  wrong  th>.-  noble' 
DaupliiD,  that  has  made  hioi  what  he  is.  and  mu 
not  I  do  BO  for  him  ?" 

"  \Vf.  arc  avmved  vncmies  ttien?*'  a«ked  La  Tre-' 
muuille. 

"  We  difri.>riu  ourcouuwol  to  tho  Dauphin,  whun 
we  both  would  etirve,"  was  her  reply ;  "  but  let  oa 
not  he  enemies,  where  there  is  so  much  need  for  ids 
•aki!,  tliftt  we  should  all  be  fast  friends.  J  cUbi 
nothing,  I  look  for  notliing,  why  then  sliould  we 
differ?  Take  all  tlial  restored  France  can  gtM 
you,  or  th«  generous  Uauphin  heap  on  you  t  I  AaU 
njoicc  in  your  good  fortune,  if  you  only  do  ih^h 
wrong  to  giiin  it."  ^1 

La  Tremuuille  wa»  about  to  raply,  but  an  at- 
ten<Iaut  aiiDounood  "  Die  King,"  and  he  was  too 
politic  to  itittimipt  Uw  congratulations  which  soe- 
eeeded,  or  even  to  neglect  joining  in  them  wunnly. 
,.,  ".YfHi.jiavr  nobly  kept  your  word,"  eoDclndKi 
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('hatlts ;  ■ '  it  now  remains  witli  nw  to  kocp  mine ; 
with  all  (litigoDce  we  roarch  for  Kheima,  an  expe- 
ditton  of  wlikli  I  know  botli  the  danger  and  tlie 
ridicule  if  n-s  fitil ;  but  my  promise  lias  bc«o  70ur''B, 
and  it  shall  fee  aa  sacredly  p'rlormed  as  your  own." 

Nor  did  Chtaint  dttpart  from  tliin  n<!iK>lutioii ; 
La  Trvmouille  nnd  others  urged  upun  him  the  ne- 
ce«ity  of  tokiufi;  more  frontier  towns — St.  I*ierre  le 
Mnutier,  and  Un  ChariU,  on  ttui  foutliern  pttrt  of 
the  lioiri!,  by  Berry ;  but  the  king  hod  gtvi'u  hit 
word.  And  the  influenM  of  the  maiden  appuared 
to  increase  with  him,  ponw  part  of  tier  own  eii- 
Uiutiosm  Evemed  imparted  to  ttis  councils;  and 
though  La  'I'remoiiille  ])erauaded  him  to  mturn 
fiom  Cliftteanneuf  on  the  Loin?,  w)iithi>r  she  had 
drun-n  him  towards  Orleans,  yet,  at  no  great  dts- 
tanoe  of  time,  were  the  preparations  completed  for 
the  marrii  tu  Uheinu,  and  tiiu  Qik-oii  hcrtelf  waitt-d 
at  Gien  fbritscummeitconient.  There  Chnrli's  met 
her  with  the  respct  due  to  her  noble  and  unselfish 
character ;  and  Edif,  expecting  none  of  the  atten- 
tions of  low,  rtu.-ived  and  returned  tenfold  tlw 
cordial  confidence  of  friendsliip.  Yet  «he  wati 
eager  to  accompany  the  king  upon  this  mpivlitioii. 

"  I  du  not  cluiin  it  tv-  your  wife,"  said  she  to 
him,  as  lj>ey  snatclied  a  few  moments  of  uninler- 
nipted  intercourse,  in  the  small  garden  of  the 
castle;  "  but  us  the  Qucon  of  rhmce— as  the  mo- 
ther of  your  heir — as  shewing  to  tl>e  English  j-our 
raitire  and  placid  confidenno  in  }Vur  dt>eil.  It 
it  iKit  of  okl  aud  vi>n«rat«d  custom  that  the 
qneens  of  Franco  havu  thus  shared  tl»  honotirs  of 
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thvir  lords?     Will  it  tK>l  strike  Uie  unaginAtiu 
and  tlw  hearts  «f  men,  at  you  yours<>lf  (Iwirv.  Uut 
it  should  be  so  i»ow?     Is  it  not  in  tliv  iut^-iit  lifW 
genius,  tliat  luippilj^  i>rvvMl«  for  ttuB  braTV 
deciBive  st«p?" 

"  Doubtless  you  know  well  of  her  intenU," 
CharU-v,  cmiling ;  "  for  you  give  much  time 
her." 

*'  [lather  say  glie  gives  nucli  to  me,  out  of 
many  lubour*,"  said  the  Que«n ;  "  but  i*  not  tills  i 
juet  part  of  bi^r  purpoH'K.     Is  it  not  almost  nen 
sary  to  that  majestic  spirit  of  pi-accfut  action, 
will  not  euBFer  war  or  danger  to  interrupt  it, 
which  this  gn^at  entarprjse  is  conceived  ?" 

"  Bi'iiiomber  its  liuwirds,"  obwr\-pd  CtuirUlJ 
*'  wise  I  grunt  the  attempt  to  he ;  but  it  is  tin 
wisdom  of  desiwratioii.  We  march  many, 
IragUPt  into  an  enemy's  country,  wIk'tv  wd 
eess  not  d  eingle  town,  not  even  that  which  is  Uu 
viid  of  our  journey ;  and  where  even-  beait  it  »l 
I  fv»r,  Burgundian  or  English.  One  reverse, 
Wi>  nro  lo&t,  tmltf^f  her  strange  skill  n»iiy  save  u«  | 
one  check,  and  our  enterpriee  cannot  go  ibrwiirdj 
hut  ve  must  clutch  at  tlic  ntfety  aod  tlui  slit 
iif  retreat,  if  that  itself  do  not  pnAif  uttvr  rutr 
When  I  think  carefully  ou  w!wt  is  to  bo  ilnutj, 
wonder  at  tlie  temerity  tliat  can  lead  grey-hcudc 
councillors  and  warrion  of  tried  wisdom  forth  to 
wild  A  ri''k ;  it  Is  only  wheu  1  heur  Iut  sjM>ak  and 
see  the  lightning  of  Iter  eye,  her  voice  and  k 
piiinting  to  us  llip  vitiiin*  nhe  describe*,  ti)I 
sei'iii  to  fpeak  and  shine  around  Ar,  thiit   1 
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re8cet'oH'iife»t'4ppeare»'near  tbjna4i»Mit  You 
smile,  and  yoti  tuv  right ;  for  liur  fine  eutbusiasin 
h  BM  fkilful  n»  mnilDes!  is  wnj'wurd  un<]  diipro- 
portioned ;  and  those  who  look  upon  her  toils  may 
be  well  assured  tliat  if  alie  Iw>ks  to  Heaven  for  aid, 
■he  DtfgltKts  no  earthly  mvnos  to  inorit  and  to  gniti 
It." 

?  She  bean  up  strangely  under  her  unremitting 
lttrx>ur,"  EaidMary  of  Anjou,  in  a  tone  of  pty, 

"  She  in  iiiuvt.ll  only  by  such  a  voice  of  kinduesa 
tut  thut,"  n-pliiHl  Charles.  '*  It  was  but  the  other 
day  at  St.  Benoil,  when  she  had  be*n  many  hour? 
hastening  the  march  <>f  the  iih-h,  and  the  irannport 
of  tlio  artillery  hitlier,  that  I  found  her  scattsl  on  a 
■to»e  by  the  wnyside,  ilrooping  with  fatigue,  pale, 
and  exhausted;  I  urged  her  in  vain  to  take  repose ; 
bade  her  for  inj  sake — for  the  lore  a  king  should 
bear  to  his  bexl  xubjtrct,  She  burst  into  tears; 
*  Fi'ttr  notliing  for  mc,'  she  tiaid  to  me  j  'I  >JmU 
Jive  to  do  my  appointed  work ;  you  will  obtain 
your  kingilom,  noble  Dauphin ;  you  shall  be  quickly 

I        crowned,  iwid  tlw-n '     Some  thought  wi'mwd  Ici 

Imnriuiltiie  her ;  a3)e  smiled ;  left  me,  and  cheer- 
fully diri^ted  the  Wt  of  tJiat  ilay'*  labour." 

''  We  sliould  cherish  hor,  as  though  «hc  were  of 
our  own  blood,"  said  Marj',  "and  that  is  but  to 
lovo  Uvf,  a«  nhe  wetm  to  love  all  tlie  world.  Heard 
you  Imw  she  struck  down  the  soldier,  whuM)  brutnl 
blow  slew  his  English  pnwner,  at  Pataye;  and 
^^^herself  administered,  as  well  as  she  might,  the  last 
^fbites  to  the  expiring  enemy?— Ah !  you  may  trust 
^^Tier  wonis  j  her  aim  strikes  rather  to  chasten  than 
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''tbawlroy; 

>j)irii." 

At  this  momeDt  JeaiiTie  apppantl  nt  tlt«  «Dd 
titc  walk  ;  for  ttie  kiiig,  n-ith  ^pat  wisdoni,  had 
nevffr  cufTcnHl  Iwr  to  lulopt  the  oold  fomu  of  eti- 
quette  in  liu  household,  even  when  she  luul  Aa- 
coverwl  th^ni  for  herself  j  Iier  ai.'c^sa,  tli^wfowi, 
WM  at  bi*r  own  pldMuiv,  or  mtliCT.  aa  sIk-  ■ 
fit, for  hUsorvice.  Whensbesawtho royal [«•..  ;:- 
ninvHving,  ah«  would  luve  tum«d,  not  only  out 
of  respect  to  their  privacy,  hut  because  slu'  bbw,  by 
tlwir  glances,  that  she  wh»  the  objifct  of  tlieif  coe* 
venmUon;  btit  tho  king  cnlted  to  h«r:  "  Puetik, 
ma  m/e,"  and  ehe,  hidf-tiinidly,  approachml  U»e 
queen,  who  hung  her  ann  ufTpptiotHitoly  oa  Um 
maiden**  shoulder. 

"  So,  Jeanne,"  said  the  king,  "yon  provftUw 
mostdangcrou*  oonitptrator  in  th«  realm  ;  not  only 
do  foa  Imgne  with  AJen^on  to  make  me  pardoD 
the  coiwtjibK  hut  you  Incite  my  wifc  to  insist  m 
aceonipanying  me  to  UhHins." 

"  IJo  not  look  grave,  Jeanne,'*  interpowd  the 
(luoen,  "  1  Khali  b*»ar  one  half  th«  bbimi^  witli  you  j 
for  if  you  would  urge  tlw  king,  as  well  as  in**,  that 
I  sliould  accom[>any  you  to  Rboims,  I  tako  fully 
my  part  in  urging  tluit  thit  constable  shall  aiao  bi> 
a  part  of  thececort."  ' 

"  A  plot  before  my  face,  even  to  the  wry  lertn* 
"of  it !"  criod Charles ;  "but,"  eontinticd he, cltiu)|^ 
ing  Ills  tone,  "such  advise  is  of  deep  reEponsilnlity. 
Ijftt  what  may  happen  to  tno,  I  leave  a  son  to  mic- 
c«cd  inii;  aud  in  you,   Alary,  a  regent,  who,  wo- 
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mrtn  iw  tilt  us  will  tltuw  u  vmor  odJ  more  determined 

spirit  tban  her  hotbaod  has  done.    Tlioy  s>y  well, 

tfriien  t))ej  ss?  such  a  prop  mu<t  no(  be  lost  to  the 

ttotterv^  kingdom.     Jcannv,  you  would  not  lugi^ 

Ibat" 

"  To  put  her  highness  in  peril,  sire !"  rqiHed  tJie 
Riaidon ;  "  not  for  niy  soul's  sukv,  would  I  urge 
the  queen's  going,  if  1  thought  thero  was  danger ; 
it  is  to  tteli>  in  aK&uria^  tlie  kingdom  that  1  think 
tlie  quccD  shuuld  bo  with  }-»ur  highm-w." 

"  It  shuU  be  thought  of,  considered  again,"  said 
Charles;  "  but  1  confer  Uial  I  should  cam  lets  oti 
my  own  part,  Uijit  Mary  chould  be  left  behind  me 
to  watch  over  her  son ;  and  you,  Jeani>e,  to  serre 
and  guard  llnom  both."  JuniiR«  n!|>licd  only  by 
the  heightened  colour  of  l)i*r  face,  and  the  queen 
only  by  pressing  the  hand  of  each. 
,  "  But  foroncofmorv  import;  for tlw constable," 
Did  Alary ;  "  do  not  let  the  feuds  of  interested  roeu 
you  one  of  the  bnvest  and  most  successful 
^Varriofs  of  your  kingdom,  tn  the  conduct  of  the 
r,  at  leaM,  you  will  lirten  to  the  maiden,  and  she, 
I,  would  implore  you  now  to  bind  close  to  you 
■ry  friend  that  ofTvrs  a  tiand  to  hi']p  you." 
^  You  say  this,  Jeanne?"  asked  Uio  king. 
"  That  the  war  may  be  a  short  one,  sire — that 
tjoa  may  nd«  cmtr  an  united  and  peaceful  do- 
minion, and  find  tiine  enough  in  a  long  am) 
Kappy  reign  to  restore  your  people's  prosperity — 
that  yi^ur  time  may  not  bo  like  that  of  j-our  father, 
one  BCCQV  of  dissension  among  the  great  ones,  and 
cruel  misery  tn  all  below  them — ttutt  your  subjects 
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may  not  become  Mvagw  !  stasl  too  mant  are  en 
Bow,  from  want  and  d«pBit^— that  you  ■  5. 

9ong  before  you  lay  your  t»ad  on  its  1-  ^  .*, 
fmgii  king  of  all  Frtnci*,  wi^outonC  Edglisliman  !a 
to  disturb  the  course  of  your  justice — thutyou 
ay  seat  your  powpr  at  onw^  in  Paris,  wliieli,  willi- 
(liv  aid  of  all,  it  would  bo  liopeless  to  att«Dn(. 
'  — (Ml,  noble  Dauphin,  lake  evciy  nif>a»s  to  ^hdrttsi 
the  year*  of  evil  and  strife,  and  bring  on  tlmw  of 
joy,  content,  and  plenty.  Let  France  be  happj 
France  again,  wlule  you  arc  stiU  young  to  xoc  anil 
love  it." 

"  I  would  have  t)i«  help  of  all  my  subji^cu  for 
that,"  answered  tJie  king  ;  "  and  I  would  sufTvr  do 
feeling  of  my  own  to  bar  it ;  though  I  have  feel- 
ring*  dt*op  and  terrible,  Jeftniti\  in  iho  memory  of 
f what  Richemont  has  done.     War  is  cruel  eunugfi ; 
['but  the  hlood  ia  hot,  and  each  stands  rmdyto  give 
and  receivo  the  blow ;    but  murder ! — The   rnas- 
saore  in    Paris,  from  which  Tanneguy  du  Cliatvl 
snatched  nw,  a  youth — the  assassination  of  John  of 
BurEUndy,  wliich   the  sume  du  Cliatel    madrt  me 
witiii-£i  nn  the  bridge  of  Montereau-faut-Yontie^ 
Merciful  God  !  pardon  that  I  did  not  idStaiatiy 
'  punish  the    crim* ! — that  gasp,    that  paling   of 
kdenth,  the  blooil,  the  helplessness  !  Ht>  uiis  him<i4ilf 
rii  murdorer,  but  my  nam»,  my  piGecnco,  slKiuld  a6t 
liave  eanetioned  such  a  retrtbutJon  I    And  RieliA- 
nioiit  Iwiuisliing  aom«  for  the  good  of  my  rtati',  a* 
[  called  it,  when  I  knew  it  was  but  a  holltiw  pn- 
ace,  a  name  for  Im  own  ambition ;   yet  tJint  I 
Dve  in  my  lieart;  but  Gi&c  and  tlie  Oamus 
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Jieu  I  bow  couli)  I  look  upon  bun  now,  but  m 
Uic  bearer  of  the  dagger,  or  the  ei|ually  inurderouis 
narratit  to  simtch  from  my  vary  tide  wliumuver  hU 
wrutli  or  his  iotcreBt  might  doom  ?  Jeanoe,  Uti're 
(s  no  being  on  thtt  eartli  so  h«l{)les3,  to  miserable, 
M  defpical)!}-  rainorM^ful,  as  a  iiionuich,  who  is 
obligee!  to  boDd  to  bis  subjevt's  blood;  tyrunny,  und 
smile  while  his  gorge  ri«»  at  the  awassin  standing 
before  him,  with  his  wry  luiode  unwipo<l,  tu  itiock 
liim  with  dflfeDce  and  apology.*' 

'*  May  1  speak,  nobio  Daupliiii  ?"  a«k«d  Jeaune, 
"fpeaknlir 
„,,  "Flrcely,"  replied  tite  king. 

"  You  are  now  a  man,"  an«wia«J  the  tnaidcn, 
Urmly  ;  "  and  you  muit  act  llic  pant  uf  a  mun  and  of 
y»  king ;  admit  the  service  of  all ;  it  is  your  due  to 
claim  it,  but  it  h  your  duty  to  your  country  to  rule 
allaliki.\  IfanywouldtyniniiiKvovcr  tlKirmuiiorcli, 
vbom  they  sbould  obey,  strike  fearlessly  ;  another 
r|ll  not  follow  their  exan]))le." 

*'  Aod  wliere,  tl«.'o,  am  I  to  fiitd  friend*?"  asked 
Charlw,  ;  ,,„|', 

"  lu  your  true  people,  wre,"  replied  she,  *'  who 

I   look  to  )'ou  for  protvction,  and  will  di-fi-nd  yuu  from 

,  all  wito  opprees  them  by  Horning  you,  and  choose  for 

,  yours^li'  noble  and  true  fdendit,  »uch  an  an^  worthy 

of  your  dcfcDOU :   do  a«  your  heart  bid*  you  —  the 

right,  noble  Daupliin,  and  all  France  is  your  viuwl 

and  your  shiflld." 

*'  1  aball  not  live  cv«r  to  bo  dcvpised,"  euidCharles, 
I "  but  the  times  are  difficult  now,  as  they  are  uu- 
.ftt^^fid.  ,,^«^^iKyi.?fi4,t^fci,coHld,  Bct^iurely, 
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tnd  aloncT,  or  by  th«  advioe  only  of  such  u  I  koov 
tobetme." 

At  thW  inotnent  I  a  Trnnottillo  cntvred  the  •vnue 
in  vfhich  they  were  still  walking,  and  after  lirtrf 
though  rrspi'ctful  siiliitation  to  the  quooa,  vrhicli 
be  extended  with  iilmort  equal  lionour  to  Jeanoa^ 
he  s[}oke  a  firw  woni*  apart  to  Charlc*. 

rnwillingly  did  the  King  appc«r  to  allow  him  ta 
draw  hiTD  nsida  to  a  L-onfereiice,  but  he  subinittMl{ 
I'Jeanrii.-  stood  still  by  the  queen,  tntohing  tfam 
I  depart. 

••  Rlirthink*  I  read  all  yoat  thcmghte,  JoaotM," 
Eaid  Mary  of  Anjou  ;  "  th«  king  is  a  ritlurtant  pri- 
soner J  but  thougli  he  feeU  tin:  wt>ight  of  his  chains, 
lio  does  not  yet  make  an  effort  to bnj«k  tiwm." 

"  Even  I,"  replied  Jeanne,  "  xm  that  sueh  boode 

ire  not  easily  broken.     A  few  imoatlw  ago  and  1 

[tbonght  that  I  had  only  to  prare  my  power,  and  ilmi 

(•U  would  gladly  aocppt  my  servicfl  j  that  at  the  rally- 

'ing  cry  of '  tVimoi' !'  hII  wtiM  cast  aside  tlie  debate 

ofthoir  little  intprvsts.  till,  at  loait,  they  ware  mip  ta 

struggle  for  them.    We  are  wound  round  tritfafiM 

Hpidem'  threads  that  we  con  Mmreely  n«  ^  «a  migfat 

»nnp  thorn  by  hundreds  without  knowing  it,  but 

tile  Uioasand^  hold  us  fast.     U'hy  sJiould  nut  Lhe 

constable,  who  ofTen  itU  pledge  that  eon  be  aakwl  of 

him,  go  with  us  to  Rheimsf    l^t  but  the  war  but  b* 

L-nded,  and  hts  misrule  must  end  too.      Tba  king 

has  tlie  powin-  of  jui^ltce  in  pcaee.    And  1  would, 

too,  that  your  highness  had  been  willi  ui  i    the 

Cngliih  did  not  hurt  the  hair  of  a  priest's  Iwtul  at 

Orloans,  wlion  the  fatlKTs  stood  trafoni  Uivtr  as. 


[ 


THE  UAID  OP  OBLE\IIS. 


aembled  1k»1.      Tlu!  &c«  of  aecurily  U   Beciuity 

DOW." 

"  Do  elill  Uie  best  you  may,  dear  girl,"  aosweml 
Karyt  **  anii  do  it  lenloutly,  for  Um  kiiig'^  sake  and 
mine.     1  know  Charles,  and  1  tliiuk  that  ho  will 
not  alwayH  submit  to  thu  rul>;  of  craft  or  uf  viult'iice. 
He  hatli  a  good  and  brave  licort,  an  uodorstaiidiog 
of  tha  right,  and  wiadom  ia  treasuring  in  his  brain 
to  puraue  it.     I  1k>ik!  in  my  hutband,  not  as  a  wife — 
let  iwt  faiKy  bavo  its  sway  —  but  a«  his  queen,  am) 
the  partner  of  his  kingilom's  weal  and  glory,    jind 
for  yourself,  doubt  not  his  gratitude ;   tliat  i»,  I 
knuw,butanufieDsive  theme  to  you  ;  commieeioned 
OB  you  are,  {wrhups,  it  ntiould  be :    but  doubt  not 
tliJs ;    I  say  it  as  an  elder  EiElvr,  wlio  lia»  watch«d 
Uie  world,  and  xuSi^red  in  it  longer  than  you  have ; 
it  if  Um!  u)i»t  glorioux  triumph  our  poor  nature  can 
svliieve,  to  do  good  against  Ute  will  or  estimation 
of  those  who  receive  it  from  us,  to  trust  to  time 
even  fur  their  knowing  uf  it ;  to  trust  to  Uic  clieer- 
ing  of  tlie  few  who  would  do  thtiir  duty  with  u> ; 
such,  if  you  will  accept  it  from  me,  will  always  be 

four'ti,  and  for  Uw  nwrard " 

<  "Ah,  dear  lady,"  taid  Jeaime,  clanping  the 
^uen's  hand,  "  I  do  wiah  that  they  would  accept 
ttw  greftt  boon  I  bring  U>  UH'in,rrwIy  and  gratefully, 
because  1  know  from  whom  I  boar  it :  and  1  am 
im{xitit.iit  soinetiiiws,  at  the  impious  selfi&h  folly 
that  dares  to  mock  it,  but  you  sliall  see  how 
hunible  and  patient  1  will  be." 

*'  Nut  with  tlwH)  I    tJiey  need  your  energy,"  re- 


32 


JOAN  OF  ABC, 


plied  the  queen ;  "  but  by  yourself  and  to  spore 
yourself." 

"  So  would  ihey  say  to  me,"  answered  Jeanne, 
almost  to  herself;  "  aud  for  the  reward,  your  life, 
noble  lady,  your  forbearance,  and  your  goodness ; 
tell  me  that  we  need  not  talk  of  that  —  we  both 
look  for  the  same." 


CHAPTER  XX\1I. 


I  HAD  followed  the  fortune*  of  Jottnnc,  Aep  hy 
step,  thougli  I  had  found  oo  means  of  aiding  them, 
but  hy  a  ahari!  in  the  general  tnngy.  I  was  con- 
tent to  watch  Utcir  gmwt}i,  though  over}'  tluy  they 
Boeroed  to  bear  her  more  and  more  above  the  rank 
in  wtii<:li  1  could  hopt-  to  movr ;  and  to  le^ten  that 
final  chance  which  was  still  the  day-dream  of  my 
life. 

It  wa!;  plain  to  rnc  on  many  occ««onif,  (Iiat  slifl 
knew  mc  ever  since  my  attempted  declaration  at 
Blois ;  but,  tliough  Kite  cared  not  to  hide  this  from 
^  me,  her  comrtant  and  porfix't  iu-lf-piiHi«i(flioii  forbitde 
kU  use  of  acquaintance.  One  word  had  biien  spoken 
to  me  hj  Jean  Pasquerel,  which,  though  not  avowed 
a«  lier'i,  I  traced  to  )i«t  kind»e«(.  '*  The  maiden 
loves  and  valuesall  her  friends,  but  it  is  beet  service 
to  her  to  forbear  all  personal  claims,  till  tlte  work 
l^to  which  die  is  devoted  is  done."  I  treasurctl  this, 
f  and  made  it  another  incentive  to  tlve  keeping  of  my 
vow  ;  and  though  1  looked  on  tlie  commander  of 
armies,  the  wcoeiuiful  rival  of  gr«at  leudere,  the 
chosen  counsellor  of  tlie  king,  the  elect,  as  it 
seemed  to  all,  of  a  greater  power,  with  a  respect  that 
grew  nearer  and  nearer  to  uwo,  I  remembered  that 
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■he  beraelf  iociked  to  Uie  oninpletion  of  her  task, 
and  I  l)oli«ved  that  she  could  then  be  again  .1  eaiinetto 
d'Arc. 

1  had  WKn  tlie  muster  at  BUm»,  but  the  spWdid 
a»emblsge,  of  wliich  every  one  now  felt  proud  of 
forming  part,  coutrastcd  with  that  iwene,  without 
cffiunng  it  from  my  miud.  Then  all  wore  tlio  en- 
thuiiaam  of  a  deaperatt^  hope,  now  tlio  UUk  wai  of 
assured  sueooo.  Ea<-ti  wax  b«iLutiful  in  railitruy 
porap ;  but  this  added  royal  and  courtly  maguifi^ 
ocnon  to  the  slnne  of  arnts. 

*  Mark  you  how  the  butterflio  <:omc  out  witJl 
,  the  fia«  weatlier,'*  observed  to  me  my  o]d  friend, 
Thiorry,  my  companion  of  tiw  in»  of  CUiinon,  wlio 
rode  by  my  side ;  **  thoco  is  not  a  noble  of  tin 
king's  party  in  Prance  who  does  not  now  put  on 
hil  beit  eont  of  mail  on  a  rido  to  Ui»  coronatioa — 
A  merry  ride  be  it!  Tbey  Esy  that  the  maiden 
pvomiseii  it  ahall  be  an  easy  one  ;  and  if  bo,  so  will 
it  be ;  but  if  thero  should  come  a  black  cloud  or 
two,  it  will  be  curious  to  Beti  tiow  they'll  look  oat 
for  slKlter."  n 

"  Nay,  there  are  many  braro  and  gallant  geotI»- 
men  whom  tlio  king  lias  kept  near  liim  —  no  fault 
of  their's,"  obsorved  Maitre  Jean,  thv  guuuor,  who 
rode  on  a  strong  easy-pacing  hore^,  on  Ihu  other 
ndo,  having  his  son  astride  before  him ;  "  i>uch  aa 
the  young  lord  of  Laval :  DOt  but  there  ere  two 
people  away  that  most  folks  expected  to  rve,  aad 
many  wished  to  *oo  —  the  qui<«n  oud  the  constabJa." 
"Ho!  hoT  crit>d  iho  anldier,  "they  here  with 
the  chamberlain,  La  TremouiUe  I     Why,  man,  the 
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JBUiten  came  in  tuch  mimbers  that  lie  was  fright* 

pWMd,  evta  tat  the  )aDg'^  power,  tlicy  say,  and  would 
&jn  have  s«iit  many  away,  as  not  hariog  iiu»]»  to 
entertaiti  tiiem ;  but,  thank  Hi>aTen,  ttie  mutLODter- 
tuin  tliorasolros,  or,  to  be  sure,  tbo  poor  three  francs 
ftpieoe  we  hare  received  would  do  linU>  for  uit." 

*'  There  v/ere   pickings  nt  Orkiins,"  ubsotred 
Carasco,  who  rode  behind.  J 

''And  you  are  lookinj;  out  for  some  more,  no 
doabt,"  replied  his  comrade. 

"  I  can  scarcely  follow  such  a  saint  as  our'«  witli- 

,  oat  being  the  liettcr  for  it,"  itaid  C^araico  with  a 
taeer. 
■'V  Or  the  worse,  as  it  may  be,  if  she  discowr  thy 

,  tricks,"  answered  Tliierry.    Ortwco  only  shrugged 
his  jhouldvn. 
-  Id  the  heat  of  midiummer  weather,  the  splendid 
tnln  piuhed  on  towards  Auxem>.     Ercti  the  toil  of 

'  the  march  was  no  light  labour  to  encounter ;  tiiough 
Jeanne  aeemed  0*  if  she  would  rcmoTc  Italfhis  bur- 
den firom  every  soldier,  speeding  from  one  part  to 

I  another  of  the  Une,  speaking  words  of  comfort  and 
promise,  and  hastening  suceonr  to  the  ovrrwearicd. 
V«t  the  spirits  which  were  .to  universal  at  our 
setting  oat,  gradually  subsided  in  the  leiigtti  of  tlw 
jonniey ;  and  Thierry  observed,  that  "  the  soldiers 
who  knew  what  they  woru  about,  bt^an  quietly  and 
steadily ;  and  the  jackdaws  liud  left  off  tJieir 
chatter  by  this  time,"  .| 

Wo  welcoiDOd  the  towers  of  Auxerre  as  the  marli- 
of  our  first  halt,  though  we  knew  not  tlve  reception 
we  might  meet  with,     .  i. 
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.^*  Wo  have  tlie  miiiilvn,  and  tluj  nniUn^  will  caoa 
be  up,**  said  Mnltra  JeoOj  "aotl  r<aceive  us  Uiitjr 
muKt  uae  vrajr  or  the  other. " 

.^ut  for  the  tunc  tlw  gates  wero  dowd)  uaA 
tliougli  wo  rested,  it  was  in  tlt«  finltU,  not  witliin  tlw 
u-tUls ;  uiid  the  aocontl  pain  of  war,  huiigi*r,  b«gaa  to 
ho  felt  throughuut  Ute  ho«t,fur  tbo  exliau«to(l  cixuitij 
jteld«d  hut  Little  focxt  for  twelve  tbousand  itien. 

"Never  faar!"  said  Maitro  Joui,  "an  caiplj 
stomach  is  gooil  pmctiL-o  for  a  wldior,  nov  and 
Uien  ;  and  we  shall  find  I'liough  williin.  1  howl 
the  maiden  l)«r»clf  declare,  that  Uie  town  inf^tit 
eouly  be  taken  by  oeeault,  if  tlwy  c<Hitinu<'!d  iu  Uwtt 
wilftdue»s ;  and  that  it  was  needful  that  it  ■tud^— 
bo  iw  tu  prevent  tti«  rcHiitatice  of  otliers."      _  J^^| 

"  Vuu  hntrd  what  eho  taidi  no  doubt,*'  aaid  oitr  ' 
oooatant  companion,  Thifrrrjr;*'  but  you  judge  wni«  _ 
of  wliat  will  follow ;  tliuy  are  •raiding  us  pruviauoi  I 
from  the  town  by  compositwn ;  and  folkl  eay  iber  * 
arc  to  wait  and  follow  the  example  of  tlio  oUirr 
towns,  Troyt'c,  and  Chalan»,  and  Rlieims ;  so  tlat 
if  we  find  an  enemy  in  the  front,  we  may  be  aurfi 
to  have  Olio  it)  tlie  rear ;  it  is  easy  to  see  who  U 
general  now — the  ministar,  La  Trcniouilkii  the 
maiden  would  have  left  no  such  rub  in  our  jiuth ; 
and,  nH-lhiiikt>,  tliey  mi^lit  mi*,  when  Uw  vi>ry  wind 
was  changed,  to  serve  ber  at  Orleans,  that  Much 
walk  OS  the»e  would  resUt  her  no  longer  thoQ  alw 
would  »ufrer  them. 

I  was  silent ;  but  my  friend,  Robert  Thibaull, 
win  again  ventured  to  talk  with  ute,  had  alnvdy 
told  ma  that  some  tajd  that  two  tluiuiuuid  crowua 
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had  been  paid  by  tlie  citizens  of  Auxorra  in  La  Tre* 
mouille  to  purthose  a  iwutmlity,  which  hh  them  at 
liberty  to  side  at  laftt  willi  the  )itronji;c*t. 

With  th«  next  morning,  liowcvor,  the  banm-r 
whi<;h  wo  all  loved  to  follow,  led  on  the  loftd  to  St. 
FloriMiiiii,  «licT4>  we  wen*  to  cross  the  Yonrw, 
kwping  Eomewliat  away  from  Paris,  and  the  main 
strength  of  the  Bngli*h,  a*  not  now  *e«)clng  to  pro- 
vokn  a  battle;,  and  IcfV  by  llK^m  and  thtrir  allic*  U> 
pursue  our  route  through  a  country,  in  which,  if  its 
people  were  not  with  v»,  they  could  find  no  power 
to  opposu  Ui.  St.  Plorentin  oppn«d  its  gates  td 
the  king,  and  again  we  rfat^d  longer,  they  Bald, 
than  the  maiden  wivlifd,  hut  ovi^n  mmw  of  tlie 
soldiery  found  titc  stay  aceeptable,  and  many  de- 
clared that  we  ought  to  he  fresh  for  ti»e  work  we 
werft  ^-nt^ring  upon.  At  length,  Ji*annfl  wn*  again 
permiltcil  to  unfold  the  ensign  of  our  alU'aaoa}  and 
in  two  days  we  saw  the  walls  of  TVoyes.  ""^ 

Neither  wcii-ome  nor  four  appe^ired  lo  await  us; 
a  body  of  firo  hundred  lanc^  daringly  attacked  our 
advance  as  we  approached  ;  aujwrior  numbers  and 
a  valour  cijuni  to  their  nwn  soon  made  Ihem  »wll 
the  security  of  their  walls,  but  with  those  between 
the  opposii^  ft)rec«,  wc  Irad,  as  It  seemed,  little 
chance  of  Amhr r  advnntnge. 

Now  came  tlw  trial  of  that  faith  which  the  men 
BO  genendly  T*po»«l  in  the  waidMi.  Fiw  day* 
pRBscil  almost  withoutthesignof  battle,  of  advanct^', 
or  eten  of  pn>psTation.  ' 

'The  next  tiling  site  will  do  will  be  to  intetit 
some  better  transport  for  artillery,"  said  Blattre 
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Jeu)  t  "  w«  tnittt  wait  •otne  days  yet  bcfilcD  tr«  rirnH 
be  able  to  knock  these  (owcrs  about  thei  r  t!Ani  |  ttitj' 
gajr  yoDtler  cathedral  was  wh«re  Heiiiy  of  Ei^^aad 
mamod  our  priuccm  Cftlhariiw,  and  laid  ihe  tnln 
of  alt  tliU  war;  itshnllRu  tiard  but  I'll  do  Bwmy 
with  some  part  of  the  ropmorial.  Now  all  lbs 
eoinU  send  that  elie  rib;  not  thiok  to  forbid  nw  b»* 
fore  I've  rattltnl  the  roof  cff." 

"  Think  you  that  we  shell  itay  bore  till  ymir 
cannon  <ome  up  ?"  a>k«(l  Thierry  coldly.  H 

"  Marry,  and  why  not?"  i«id  the  ^niwr.  ^B 

"  Simply  iMwauM  men  cannot  Inst  out  n-ithaul 
oatiug,"  Euid  the  veteran, 

"  \^'Uy,  did  you  not  6nd  fields  upon  fields  <i\ 
beans  in  the  nrighbourhood,  two  days  ago?"  askial , 
Uattre  Jt-nn, 

"  The  last  are  gone  tbi«  moretng,"  said  Thierry  t^ 
**  wu  bcgiui  with  a  few  unripa  ears  of  wheat  nibb«d 
in  the  hood,  and  then  we  made  a  greotprize  of  a  ftw 
beanH,  and  that  has  bwn  thi^  provisiou  of  firo  days." 

"  Wall  I  well !  wait  t  I'vo  had  no  more  ;  .le«nDe 
haG  luid  no  more;  aba  scorns  to  feest  wheo  ]wr 
])eople  fast" 

"  You  my  right>"  sak)  the  Itdian,  Cantwo:  *^a 
[Xirty  of  UK  went  *urne  di«limc«  for  praviaoo  ft  dayj 
or  two  ^ince,  and  by  great  luok  we  found  a  calf !" 

*'  Found  !"  cried  Alaitre  Jnan. 

"  Now  a  Scotrhinaii  was  on«  of  U»»  paity,  aial 
as  be  can^  epeok  Prencli,  it  is  lucky  wo  undenlaa^ 
on«  another,  but  he  liaa  n  wood«rfoliy  rjuick  undi^n- 1 
Ktanding  fur  tnicli  matters.  Some  of  it  was  oookiag 
wlton  slm  came  by  our  quartets,  and  the  fool 
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no«Js  make  eigns  to  her  to  eat.  It  h  lucky  for  us 
he  can't  betray  un,  for  1  »lioultl  uot  like  my  tharo 
of  her  iiDgcr." 

"  She  has  hereelf  been  one  of  the  ve/y  labouring 
folk  th&t  you  roby  Miutar  ('arasoo,"  mid  Afattre 
Jean.  '*  It  i«  no  worwh-r  lh.il  »lie  cnre*  for  them, 
and  puDuh«s  those  who  oppress  tti«ni." 

"  Hang  or  stan-e  !  what  matters  it,  «xcept  that 
hanging  ia  the  qoickeit  f"  mid  Cnruco ;  "  bnnile?, 
ho  mmt  want  brains  tliat  cao't  fill  Iub  U>)ly  pr«tt}- 
flaftfly  at  the  woTEt  of  times.  !  wiaii  I  were  as  tafe 
in  every  thing  nlsn  aa  in  that.  Am  wc  not  ntoro 
timn  thirty  leagues  from  any  place  in  King  OiarUm'F 
obedience,  except  tliat  poor  little  fort  of  St.  Floren- 
lin  f  If  we  art!  kept  lierc  but  a  lew  dayi  tong«r, 
wvok  us  VK  shall  bo,  will  not  Iknirord  and  1)m  Eng- 
liah  doee  round  ua,  and  make  easy  speed  with  us  ? 
The  peopli)  in  tlib  town  of  I'royi's  have  been  long 
OB  the  other  >>dc,  they  aay.  If  th^  ithould  hold 
»ui  au  our  Orlean*  did,  and  their  defences  seem 
Juat  Ds  good,  it  won't  be  a  calf,  more  or  lew,  tlial 
will  make  any  diSi-TCRea  in  our  fortune*." 

Tim  anxieties  of  the  soldiery  wvrv  sban?<l  by  the 
ehieft.  Reignaut  de  CItartnts  was  appointed  by  the 
king  to  by  buforo  a  full  fMcmhlaf^n  of  tlwm  a  pie- 
tura  of  tlie  eti&its  ti  which  the  army  was  redured, 
and  of  the  perils  still  more  fearful  which  tJimil<>ned. 
The  famine,  the  little  ctianee  of  oupply,  the  nhso> 
lutfl  poverty  tn-ea  qf  tiw  noblnt,  fur  few  hod  money 
loft  for  their  roost  urgent  wanU,  the  strength  of 
the  fortifications  before  them,  the  town  wel)  garri* 
aoonl  and  amply  proTidiid,  ihn  dispoaition  of  its 
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citizens,  the  want  of  urtillcry  oh  the  king*«  part, 
wi-re  arguments  which,  as  the  ChanceHor  Arch- 
bitliop  »a.id.  "  t)t<>y  might  beliold." 

Nor  was  thrir  <lutaHCii!  from  the  king's  lojal 
territory  a  less  cogtnt  or  visible  fear.  La'  Tn- 
mouille  wb«  reedy ;  li«  read  in  l)ie  faces  of  thp 
many  faia  own  exjx^cted  triumph,  for  tliA  »hiinke  of 
Prance  would  linw  bi-en  Hm  triurapli  of  hix  «p[e»n. 

**  Wliat,  it  is  plain,  that  we  attem^ttcd  in  mad- 
ness," »aid  he,  "it  becomes  u»,  in  the  wisdon 
wbicli  the  cvrnt  baft  enforced  upon  as,  M  onoO'  to 
abandon.  We  f)m\\  suffer  lo«s,  disgrace,  and  bitter 
ntpixMch,  but  it  will  be  by  what  wo  bavu  done 
nlrcafly,  not  by  what  wo  may  do  to  repair  H.  it 
grieves  me,  noblo  and  knightly  men,  that  I  should 
■peak  tile  word  retreat,  but  if  I  have  not  waited 
roy  appoint4>d  time,  it  i»  because  as  oiiv  not  the 
least  nottibl«  in  thi«  ])resence,  1  migbt  with  the 
less  fear  speak  so  distasteful  a  word,  timl  hear  its 
unhappy  w«(if(ht  by  the  strenf^b  of  my  authority." 

Theeo  woriLs  let  looim  the  tide.  Many  were  ready 
to  shelter  their  own  epprehensoonji  under  the 
nroira]  <»f  the  minister's.     Fear  beram*-  prtwh-noe, 

"  Onward,  still  oiiwnixi  I"  tried  La  Hire.  "  Wlwit 
if  we  leara  this  town  of  Troyas,  as  we  have  already 
Inft  Auxfrr*-?  If  it  wvre  priidi<!nce  intlic  om>  c»w, 
is  it  niailnvM  in  the  next?" 

I  "  Auxene,"  replied  lATremauille,"iiilhe  Duke 
trf  Burgundy's,  wboae  frieiulfhip  may  wimn  day  be 
our's  I  bestdo«, did  not  the  inhabitants  sue  tu  us?" 

**  SiicecMifully,"  replied  La  Hire,  with  a  retort 
in  his  took  far  beyond  his  word. 
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*'  They  were  no  varriors,  at  least,  to  obsoU  us," 
said  the  miniater. 

"  Bt'lU'r  mt^rchanU,  I  *l»ouUl  say,"  ulwwrved  La 
Hire. 

'•  Xli«  example  of  Trojes  determiDes  theni,"  in* 
tfftpOM'd  Ute  l<j|>g-  "  1  <■"'  ^"  ready  to  ailvauix,  it' 
you,  my  bmvo  anil  fuilliful  fiicndx,  sv  vouDeel  me ; 
take  h«e<l  as  for  the  kingdom,  not  for  me." 

"  Vuur  higliiiei)^  in  iiow  liie  kingdom,"  replied 
La  TrcaiiuuilW,  "  wliicli,  if  we  cnn  but  bring  bock  to 
Duuiyeii  in  safety,  it  will  be  c-onteot  tliough  not 
fjlory  to  lu." 

V  It  U  pity  r  urgni]  La  Hire,  **  that  we  liave 
not  the  Constable  Iwic,  whom  wc  might  leare  with 
h)6  forces  tii  beaiege  ttie  t'lwii,  while  we  pass  on* 
vanU.'* 

♦'  U  is  not  Ko,  De  VignoUfw,"  said  the  kingj 
*'  we  roust  speak  and  advise  of  the  means  vta  have.^ 
■  ij**Tr«o,  xir«,"  said  tiie  warrior;  "  wiUiout  tlie 
Constable,  a  leader  ituglit  b«  found,  iho  noble 
AleiJ<,-on,  inouy  here;  it  is  not  for  me  to  tell  of 
tlinn,  wlw>,  with  two  tliousand  men,  might  at  leant 
prevent  all  liann  to  your  highnus^'s  mnrt^ti  and  ro 
lum." 

;  "  Bedford  would  wish  no  better  than  that  we 
tbould  be  Uiua  divided,"  said  La  rremouUle ;  "  that 
the  nuiM,  wldch  is  too  ntuoh  for  him  at  once, 
might  be  nicely  Hrrved  up  to  liim  by  mouthfuls.  1 
know,  fmuds,  that  it  requires  courage  to  take  the 
wi*>!  port,  whicit  smacks  not  of  high  r«uown,  and 
whioit  fool*  may  snetr  at ;  I,  for  one,  have  tliat 
i:our«^  and  let  tboeti  who  care  hi  tiie  penon  of 
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tbe  Idng,  and  the  last  ttopes  of  Pnuwe,  ratiier  Uiaii 
tlie  n-ild  fancies  of  a  girl,  and  tlieir  own  wilder 
hqpH  in  her  mocevs,  help  me  to  save  the  precious 
tiine,  which  a  srcurity  to  ii»." 

La  Hire  looked  round,  and  lie  saw  Uitit  his 
appeal  wuuld  be  tueleea  i  the  members  mummred 
appliiusc  uf  Lft  TroiiiouilicVi  spr-ech,  and  doggedly 
awaiti^d  the  giving  of  tlieir  voices  in  singlt!  word*. 
"  Let  us  at  least  know,"  he  said,  "  <m  whom  wc 
may  dei>end  to  go  tiiroogh  with  another  expedition, 
Hhould  wf  after  thi«  cvor  ilarc  to  projovt  ooe."  Xaii> 
trailles,  Di?  Tilloy,  the  young  Laval,  De  Loheac, 
Thibaut  d'Armagnac,  even  the  prudent  D'Aulon, 
were)  among  tltoke  prvpored  to  n^spond  tn  hii<  at- 
t<^iipt ;  but  before  ha  could  urge  the  example  ui 
the  bravest  on  those  whose  sliame  might  move  them 
to  emulation,  tJie  venemble  lord  of  'IVves  Kpoke, 
and  tu  him  all  llst^.'siod. 

"  Should  we  not."  said  Iw,  '*  speak  directiy  to 
her  by  whose  counsel  this  journey  has  been  under- 
taken ?  Know  ynu  what  nieena  she  may  liar's  pro- 
vided for  that  she  has  herself  dcvievd?  Surelyit 
was  not  our  pon-er,  iDferior  still  to  tJw  Goglisb,  or 
our  piior  exhauiiU'd  Irea&ury,  tltat  could  embolden 
the  king  to  this  enterprise ;  or  that  our  attempt 
itself  wore  the  ordinary  face  of  probability.  It 
was  in  obedienee  to  the  will  of  the  maiden,  it  was 
in  the  acnomplisliment  of  liwr  wortli" — '  Forward  ! 
forward!  to  tbe  coronation  nt  Rlieims;  the  ob- 
stacle* shall  be  but  siDall  and  few,  for  such  is  the 
will  of  Heaven/  If  she  give  no  advica,  posNK-us 
j^omr  to  do  vb^iiiriM'hM  tai(^  it  wouktiiadMd^^ 
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madoees  to  go  on,  aiid  [  stumld  «h«iv  llio  great  ami 
oomniuii  opimM)  thiit  wo  must  retreat." 

In  thus  epeaking,  he  seein>e(l  to  hav<>  anticipated 
t)ie  sontiRietita  of  Alen^^,  Jolin  of  OrluiUM,  und 
others  of  high  nuik,  who  awaited  in  u  disappointed 
silonce  for  tlie  time  wlien  tbey  should  be  called 
oD  to  d«clar«  their  thought. 

La  Tremouilltf  caw  his  advantagi; ;  the  honoured 
nameof  tboold  knight  wasBsufiicient  shield sgainst 
every  acoB* ;  it  sdlenced  La  Hireliinwelf;  he  tbooght 
bul  fwr  Uic  iiMtant  how  hn  inifjlit  pi>rvwit  tlie  coii- 
ditioQ  that  Jeanne  sliould  liorfcU'  be  con«u3t«d. 
'lliiree  rapid  blows  ou  the  door  disconcerted  all  his 
schcmt^t,  for  Im;  knv\v  that  it  was  Jeontui  Iietself 
who  struck  tlieni.  ^VnolbLT  mutncnt,  and  she  stood 
beCoie  the  assembly,  not  as  otte  qucstumed,  hut 
with  a  quick  and  wagty  eya,  ready  to  single  out  ttQ 
opponent. 

,.  AAer  an  instant's  pause,  tltc  Chancellor  bricfl)- 
acUrassed  her.  "  Jeanne,"  aud  he,  "  you  come 
in  tli«  miiUt  of  great  pt^rplexity ;  this  journey,  un- 
dertaken  at  your  desire,  bos  pl«<»<l  ttic  king  in  a 
danger,  and  the  realm  in  a  slroit,  (nxa  which  the 
council  shall  bo  wise  and  fortunate  jf  it  may  rescu« 
them." 

Ilie  maiden  turned  from  liini  to  Charlos;  his 
look  avoidwd  hcr'«,a9  though  be  would  not  reproach 
her.  *'  Sliuli  I  l>e  believed .'"  asked  she  of  him,  in 
a  voice  titat  trembled  witJi  deep  feeling.' 

,;<".I  know  not,"  answered  the  king,  etill  avoid- 
ing her  glance ;  "  if  you  tell  us  of  things  reasoo- 
i^.-and  profitable,  1  woulilwiUiogly  believe  you." 
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It  waa  in  a  firmer  aitd  bolder  tone  tliat  i^e  re- 
vcIickhI  ttio  question. 

"Shall!  bo  bi'lievwi?" 

"  YfiB,"  answered  C'harlea,  heeitatingly,  "  be- 
lieved by  what  you  any." 

"  Tlicn  away  with  tli««c  long  councils  !  noble 
DauphiD  I"  exclainuKl  she  id  a  voice  of  comniaixl ; 
"  let  the  people  approach  and  lay  siege  to  this  tity 
ofTroyw;  by  thfircfft-cUon,  orbyourarmj?,  will  we 
in  threB  days  be  musters  of  it,  and  strike  a  blow 
that  *haU  «tini  the  falite  Hiirgiindy  in  its  full." 

*'  If  it  wore  <;erluiii  in  ax  days,"  toid  the  Chan- 
cellor Archbishop ;  '*  but  can  wo  be  assured  that 
yo»i  ispi'ttk  Uio  truth  ?" 

Jeanne  emilvd. 

*'  To  wwt  is  but  fresh  infatuation,*'  murmur^ 
La  Tremouillv. 

Jeanne  looked  full  upon  him.  "You  would  notde- 
part  to-niglit  ?"  asked  she  with  a  scornful  calninets. 

•'  Nay,  that  might  be  inipo«^ble,"  replied  tJie 
miuiKter. 

"  I  will  adi  your  patience  no  furtlier,"  slie  said  [ 
then  turning  to  Uieustemhly,  *]k  spoke  again  as  in 
command: — "Doubt  nothing!"  and  to  the  king. 
"  to-Diorrow  you  shall  be  master  of  the  city." 

She  waited  for  no  reply  ;  it  sccmi^]  as  if  hei 
liassioi)  were  incapable  of  other  speech,  it  found  ita 
vent  in  action.  iShe  rode  forth,  her  leading-^taiT  in 
her  band,  and  soon  the  trumpet-call  OMembln]  m 
around  her.  "  Up  with  your  tenta,"  she  cri*d, 
"  at  the  vi'ry  borders  of  the  ditth  !  tliey  muat  see 
tltat  we  mean  nut  to  pasa  them  lut  we  did  Uiorc  of 
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Auxene.  Gi»«i  mo  toy  *ta4K!ard;"  ualle>l  she  to 
ImuU  ilo*  CiiDle*,  am),  lukin^;  it  from  him.  buiu  it 
liffore  1\k  hiilfasU>nhhe<),  italic l)'ri^))t«d  wanlrr* 
ga  the  walk  right  to  th«  edge  uf  lh"tr  fartiSc-ations, 
Tlie  soldiers  rollawiH)  with  a  vliout ;  they  kntw  itot 
ID  wbat  tliey  truetod ;  btit  she  omntanded,  ami 
that  was  )>ope.  tioon  were  th«  t^iit^  pitcht^,  as  in 
d«Aattce,  aud  Um  iiwii  HwarintHl  near  like  bmr*  aiigi^y 
tu  »ting. 

"Kow  all  tliat  would  do  loyal  iHrrice,  to  work  1" 
she  cried  again;  "  we  mu.tt  Im  rrady  to  fill  UtU 
ditch  hy  l]]t^  iiturnSt^,  and  make  one  i>>tTiuglit  and 
«B6y  putli  for  the  JPauphin  to  aaccnd  Ui«ir  walls. 

id  enter  his  city  of  'I'royes  !" 

Again  rati^  the  »liuut  in  the  cun  of  ikit  (tfi> 
fendoTK,  tmd  it  ntichod  wroe  ulinost  as  unw«l«miely 
in  the  French  camp ;  they  knew  siie  was  at  wiirk, 
and  sgoie  had  »een  and  all  had  liiiinl  of  iwh  de- 
MporatoaiKl  t«rnUcdiH'd«>u»l)mtwhich  must  follow. 

It  was  etTange  to  eee  tiia  collection  of  niaterialK 
which  the  zeal  and  Industry  of  the  soUliery  amassed. 
La  Hire  had  no  lOoiter  heard  lur  winU,  than  he 
with  hi«  <^;m|)any  nxli;  in  fesich  of  branch^F  for 
fagots,  Bod  with  hie  own  hands  set  the  examitte  c^ 
binding  tbeiu.  Of  tlie  true  wani'irs  not  onu  but 
lent  hiM  own  ai4  to  lh<.!  twk  ;  even  Alen^on,  and 
John  of  Orleans,  aoA  the  Count  of  V'endiniie,, 
I'making  it  their  honour  not  to  shrink  from  kuoIi 
mean  tuil.  .Ii'ainnt  h«rKi,-ir  rodv  front  poet  to  {Mel, 
clioeiad  the  wuary,  eKhorted  the  idle,  prai^d  Uie 
zealous,  and  accom[)a»ied  evory  bfwtp  to  thn  pluvir 
it  which  Hho  u)>{H)it)tod  it  to  be  laid,     it  was  a 
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beautiful  summer'a  night,  delightful  in  Its  breete, 
afler  the  bnt  and  anxious  dav, and  w6  lotted  towards 
tin-  town;  wliich  WW  could  «ei»  in  the  plenr  thoMgh  ^ 
mixed  light  of  the  moon  Euid  uf  the  ecarc«ly~V 
departed  day,  expecting,  as  we  had  watched  it  be> 
fore,  that  its  hum  would  cease,  and  such  lights  ai 
wr  could  Kcc  in  its  higlictt  buildings  b«  cxtin* 
giushed,and  all  lusumi^  the  securitjand  the  repose 
of  peace.  ^m 

But  it  was  not  so.  Th*  watch  was  strangUiirncd  H 
towards  our  encanii«neiit ;  we  could  see  hundreds 
of  aimed  men  on  the  walls.  Not  an  arrow  or  a 
«hot  was  fired  on  either  side,  though  Maitre  Jean 
was  busily  employed,  under  the  direction  he  most 
confided  in,  in  pluciiig  u  battering  cannon  of  no 
great  power,  and  some  smaller  artillery,  which  had 
been  brought  up  so  as  to  flank  the  intended  road. 

PreMntly  the  bells  of  the  different  churches  wera 
heard,  and  w«  saw  the  blaze  of  light  through  the 
wiikIows  of  the  cathf^lral,  showing  dimly  the  rich 
colours  against  the  pearly  sky.  Jeanne  bade  some 
of  tlie  overwrought  to  rest.  "  You  have  harder 
worV  for  the  morrow,"  said  she  to  those  who  un- 
willingly obeyed  her ;  "  why  should  we  build  a 
bridge  to  our  enemy,  but  that  we  mean  to  con* 
r|uer." 

But  she  clo»ed  not  her  eyex.  and  in  the  cheerful 
morning  sun  she  stood  before  the  large  and  nume- 
rous heaps,  wearied,  indeed,  and  pale  and  thinner 
than  she  hud  ever  seeiiH-d  before,  but  with  it  glance 
still  full  of  alacrity,  and  with  limbs  that  seemed  new 
strung,  wlienever  a  nwmentary  occasion  called  Iter 
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action.  By  her  stood  John  of  Urieaos.  "  And 
when  meaa  >-ou  to  enatch  an  hour'a  r«et,  Jeanne?" 
he  said  to  her  kind)}' ;  "  you  liavR  dono  llii*  uight 
the  work  of  two  m*  thnrv  i-xpcrirnoed  and  active 
leaden,  j-et,  without  you  at  the  afisault,  we  shall  not 
prosper.'" 

"  I  am  ready  for  it  now,"  answered  shw  atrrtly ; 

a  drml  Imtm  will  speed  wlwn  he  sees  hii  Iwme. 

Mjuns  is  won  if  we  take  Troves." 

Still  in  the  full  happy  morning  light  did  tlie 
boats  eye  eaoli  uUht.  That  of  Uie  besiegen 
wens  completing  their  grent  tusk,  und  disposing  tlie 
&gots,  the  piles  of  rubluBfa,  tnbles,  the  ruins  and 
frunes  of  abandoned  houKS,  so  as  to  form,  by  tlie 
work  of  an  liour,  a  path  from  the  outndo  >k  the 
ditch  to  the  top  of  tlw  curtain  or  straight  wall. 
From  this  wall,  on  each  side,  a  formidable  tower 
projected  at  some  distance,  comniauiiing  fully  tlie 
approach,  but  which  partieji  were  ready  to  scule 
with  Iniidorv,  m>  us  to  distract  the  attention  of  the 
defenders. 

Full  five  thou<and  men  were  ready,  each  by  his 
respi^tivo  {ule,  to  do  tlte  work  of  jiiotieers,  and 
soon  till  Array  of  as  many  more  was  drawn  up 
ready  to  charge  upon  the  path  they  nmde. 

All  this  time  no  actual  hoittility  took  place. 
Gagtrr  and  anxious  fiurindty  had  brought  tlio  citi- 
lens,  old  men,  women,  children,  pri«sts  to  the  walls, 

gaze  for  a  moment  in  terror  on  the  preparatiou 

ich  tiireatetted  th<;m,  and  tli«n  they  hurried  l>ack 

the  chun^hef,  which  tlicy  knew  would  be  spuRid 
if  the  maiden  were  obeyed. 
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it  was  in  a  firmer  aiul  bolder  tone  tliat  &he 
echoed  tlii!  question. 

"  ShaU  I  be  believed  ?" 

"Yes,"   answered   Charles,   kotibUiogly,  » 
Ueved  by  what  you  *ajf." 

"Ttico  away  with  these  long  oouneila 
Dauphin  !"  exclaimed  slie  in  a  voice  of  corantaiKl  j 
"  let  the  ]>eop1e  ap])roach  and  lay  liege  to  this  ri 
of  Troyos  j  by  tlwir  cffix-tioiir  or  by  our  arm*,  will  wh 
is  three  davB  be  masters  of  it,  and  strike  a  bl 
tliat  stiall  stun  the  &Uc  Burgundy  in  its  fall." 

*'  If  it  were  certain  in  six  days,"  said  tlw  Ctuut* 
cellor  Archbialiop ;  "  but  can  we  bo  utured  thai 
you  speak  tlie  truth  ?" 

Jeanne  smiled. 

"To  wait  is  but  fn»lt  infatuation,' 
La  Trcmouille. 

Jeanne  looked  full  upon  tiim.  "You  would  not de< 
part  to-night  P"  luked  she  witli  a  svoniful  calmneM. 

"Nay,  that  might  be  impoiMble,"  replied 
minister. 

"  I  will  ask  your  patience  no  furtlwr,"  «ho  sal 
then  turning  to  the  aswrnbly,  site  spoku  again  as  in 
comniand  :— ''I>oubt  nothing!*'  and  U>  the  king, 
♦•to-niornw  you  ttliall  be  master  of  tlvo  city." 

She  waited  for  no  reply ;  it  eoemwl  as  if  her 
psBBKHi  were  incapable  of  ottier  speech,  it  found  its 
vent  In  action.  She  rode  forlli,  l>or  lesding-kioff  in 
her  hand,  and  soon  the  trumpet-call  OMOmUed  ti> 
around  her.  "  Up  with  your  tents,"  slie  crivd, 
"  at  the  very  borders  of  the  ditch  !  they  must  sm 
that  we  mefto  not  to  pass  tlwm  as  we  did  tboae  of 
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Auxem.  Givit  nm  ny  standard!"  caUed  nhc  tu 
auis  dcs  Conbw,  uixl.  tukiiif{  U  fnmi  liini,  borv  il 
efore  tile  hatf-astonishivt,  liult'-affrighUiil  wanlers 
on  the  walla  right  to  tlicedgc  of  ihdr  fbrtifiruti^ms. 
Ttifl  H>ldi«ni  foUowed  willi  li  fliout ;  tlwy  knew  nut 
io  whiit  Miejr  tnietwl  [  Imt  »lw  commiui'iwi,  and 
tliat  waa  liupe.  S(¥>n  were  tlie  tents  pitcliMl,  oi  in 
defiauM,  aiidtlKtiiMMiawarined  ti«ar  likebeee  anjiry 
tu  ftiog. 

"  Now  all  that  would  4o  loyal  semoo.  towork  '."• 
she  cnet\  ag&in;  "  w«  inuat  lie  readjr  to  fill  tlui 
(iiU3li  liy  till*  in»n)in[<,  iind  mukv  tmv  ■traiglit  ami 
•tttey  patii  fur  tlw  Dau|^iin  to  aacend  thirir  walls, 
and  pntflr  his  cJtj-  of  Trojes  !** 

Agnin  rang  Uie  Hliout  in  the  Mrs  of  Uw  dn- 
fenders.  and  it  ixiui'iMd  miiMi  uhnost  a>  tinwuk'Oniely 
in  the  French  camp;  they  knew  she  was  at  wwk, 

land  Mine  had  tMn  and  all  had  Itoarxl  of  aui-h  d*N 
upwratu  nnil  U-rrihlu  (h>«d»  04  that  wliirh  must  follow. 
It  was  fltrangi!  tu  f«ti  (hu  coUecti'm  of  iiuiUrialK 
which  tlie  z«al  and  industry  of  the  soldiery  amiMetL 
^A^  Hire  had  an  »aaner  heard  ht>r  words,  than  he 
with  his  wm|iQity  rod«  in  •uanh  of  hruitch^n  for 
tigigut«,  uwl  with  hio  own  hauib  wt  tho  cxampW  of 
hindinj;  tboni.  Of  U»  true  wanirirs  not  one  but 
lent  his  own  ai^  to  thtt  ta«k  ;  fvnn  Alenpoii,  and 
JabauOr  Orloana,,  and  tho  Count  of  Vend<iin<t, 
mftt^gg  il  titeir  honour  not  !•>  shrink  from  such 

^dMaftillpU.  Jeanne  herself  ixxle  froin  pijaX  to  potl, 
(■tie«Tiurl  Uh>  wuary,  i>xlKirtvd  Ui«  idle,  pmi«oil  Uw 
Zt>alous,  and  accowpantud  every  heap  to  th«  plaee 
nt  which  stw  apfioinled,  il  to  Iw  laid.    It  was  ft 
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beautiful  nuinnior's  night,  delightful  in  itx  brnvfep, 
n(\»rt))eholati(lanxiouitdn}',and  we  l<K)ki.-d  towitnb 
t\w  town,  which  we  could  rtv  in  tlw  clear  ihM^ 
mixed  light  of  the  mooa  and  of  tha  Karaly 
<l<-|>HTt4>d  day,  expecting,  w  wo  had  wnlrhcd  it  br- 
forv-,  that  its  ham  would  «mi*c,  and  «u^-li  li^^hta  u 
w«  could  see  in  its  highest  buildings  be 
giMHliftd,  and  all  aasume  the  aecuri^  ami  the 
<>f  peace. 

But  it  wn«  not  so.  The  woU^h  wae  etrength»i»ed 
townrds  our  oncampnwnt ;  we  could  bm^  hundred* 
of  annod  men  on  tho  wnll«.  Not  nn  nrTX>w  or  a 
dihot  wfti  firifl  on  <>itbi>r  aide,  though  MaStrp  Jean 
was  busily  cmplojred,  tmdcr  tlu>  direction  he  inoet 
confided  in,  in  placing  a  battering  i-annon  of  no 
great  power,  and  Momn  smaller  artillety,  which  had 
bo«ti  brought  tip  m  as  to  flank  the  intonded  road. 

Presently  tlie  bells  of  t!w  different  churclieB  were 
heard,  and  we  aaw  the  bla?^  of  light  tlircitigh  th* 
windows  of  the  cathedral,  showing  dimly  tlie  rich 
eolourt  against  the  pearly  sky.     Jeanne  bndo 
of  the  overwrought  to  re«t.     "  You  hav» 
work  for  the  morrow,"  said  she  to  those  who  un 
willingly  obeyed  Iter  [  '*  why  should    we  build 
bridge  to  our  mtomy,  but  tltat  we  mean  to  oe»- 
quer."  • 

But  she  closed  not  her  eyes,  and  in  the  choorful 
morning  mn  she  stood  Mom  the  large  and  ntmw- 
rou3  heaps,  wearied,  indtN<d,  and  pale  and  tldmwr  ^ 
than  ithe  had  e\-er  seemed  before,  but  witli  a  gloutie  H 
rtill  ltdlofa1acrity,and  with  limbs  that seeiuiNl  ucw^ 
strung,  whenever  a  momentary  occatioD  called  her 
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tonetion.  By  h*r  etood  Jnhn  of  Orleans.  "Ami 
when  mean  you  to  snatch  an  hoor'a  rest,  >?eann«  ?" 
he  laid  to  tier  kindly ;  "  you  havo  done  Uiiii  night 
the  worh  of  two  ur  Lltrim  vxixirii-ncod  and  nl^tiTl• 
tvKdfrre,  y«t,  without  you  ut  tli«  oscault,  we  &liull  nul 
proBper." 

"  I  Bin  r(«dy  for  it  im>w,"  wiiwsred  aim  nbnUy ; 
"  a  tiriNl  horso  will  apeod  when  be  *Ma  iiit  boiat. 
RtiL'inu  is  won  if  we  take  Troyee." 

Still  in  Uk  full   happy  morning  light  did  Uie 

two  htwU  eye  eadi  other.     That  of  ttic  beaitgers 

wen  complFting  tlieir  grMtt  tnsk,  and  disposing  tli« 

Ibgots,  tfae  piles  of  rubbiKb,  tables,  the  rutns  nnil 

I  fiajnes  of  abandoned  bouisB.  so  as  to  form,  by  the 

work  of  an  hour,  a  path  from  tlii?  ouuido  of  lli« 

^ditch  to  the  top  of  Uia  curlAtn  or  itrkight  wnll. 

From  tliis  wall,  on  each  side,  a  formidable  toWer 

projected  at  some  distance,  commanding  fully  the 

approach,  but  which  parties  wen  ready  to  acala 

with  laddcnt,  so  on  to  distract  the  MtMition  of  lh« 

dofcmlcra. 

Pull  livi)  tliouHuid  men  were  ready,  euch  by  Ills 
rotpective  pile,  to  do  the  work  of  pioneers,  and 
Mon  an  Array  of  as  many  more  was  drawn  up 
rmdy  to  i-liur^p  upon  tl»f?  path  they  nwtlc. 

All  tliia  time  no  actual  lioatility  took  place. 
Beger  and  aiudous  curiosity  had  brought  tlw  ciU- 
»cn»,  old  mm,  womwi,  childnsn,  priosbi  Ui  the  whIIp*, 
Ut  gaze  for  a  monivnt  in  h'rror  on  ttwi  preparalioa 
whkh  threatemed  them,  and  th«n  iJiey  hurried  back 
to  the  churchM,  wliich  they  knew  would  be  spurvxl 
iftliemaidon  wvru  obeyod, 
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each  strove  Ibrtlie  maaierfp  thi.'   coiitMitioti  pn>* 

ceodit). 

But  Brtned  men  contending  witli  tliume  thvy  hau] 
con,  witli  diillculty,  forbuAr  tite  um  of  Uieir  wm* 
pons,an<t  IIh*  l«a(I<>fs  oftiMl  BnglUh  Pried  rattier  lol 
slay  than  to  delirer  Ui«ir  ca|>tivea,     <■  Hlttjufw,( 
you  ihall  hang  un  tiw  higlirat  tuwttr  in  Tiuyvt,' 
crinl  tlic  muiflt;[i,  and  «he  advunitxl  bvtwaen  tlu 
threatened  nmn,  and  him  whu  threulened  liim. 

At  this  numii-nt,  (Ihartes himself  a{>jinMi(-Ji(^l, nod] 
each  party  iiutuntly  rolviird  tliuquitrn'l  to  hisjitf-' 
lice.     "  "They  are  our's,  and  ww  lake  them  witli  u* 
by  the  convention,"  bluntly  stated  the  KiiglinheWf.J 

"Tlwjy   an;    your    triw   tiubjects,    noble     Diiti-| 
pltin,"  ftaid  tlio  maidAn,  "  aixl  when  w)>  impure  throe 
vanquished  mt-n  of  our  merry,  are  we  to  suffer  thetn  | 
to  n^main  the  lyranta  ol'uur  own  brethren  ?"    Witli 
that  «h«  looked  round  upon  the  wretched  group, 
trembling  on  the  brink  of  captivity  or  death,  and, 
■stifling  an  exelamation  of  terror  and  surjirim',  re- 
mained witliout  aoothor  woid,  Htanding,  w  it  wcra, 
unconscious  of  the  further  di-Jihemliun,  but  grasp- 
ing fimdy  the  uiiall  battle-axe  she  carried,  a*  if 
that  sltould  be  the  arbiter  nf  the  di«|nit«,  if  thf ; 
words  site  had  spoken  might  fail. 

The  king,  ne%-er  lacking  L-oinpuMon  for  liis  tnw 
subjects,  tpok*  to  the  English.  "What  has  bven 
ruvenanUrd,"  raid  lie.  "  muxt  \».  duly  kept ;  if  I 
these  poor  people  are  accounte«t  by  you  an  u  part  of 
your  treasure,  trvosure  shall  you  haw  for  their 
ransoin,  but  tlwy  muirt  not  be  li>d  away  in  Uie  lighl 
of  their  joyful  and  victorious  cwintryiD«i,     Thej 
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King  of  Prance  is,  as  yet,  but  a  poor  [mnce,  thraugli 
tiio*t  who  ke«p  him  (mm  )iU  right ;  thank  ynur- 
selves  that  hv  Cttiinot  tw  liWml,  but  i)i>  will  tarivo 
to  bo  jtut.  Hie  tniu  subjects  shall  not  piiiu  in 
bonilug*,  if  his  poor  purse  can  deliver  them." 

80  ended  the  dicptite,  for  commiaeionerB  were 
a|]poiRlM),  and,  though  it  drained  hi*  Utile  store, 
C)tarl««  did  not  gnidgo  the  laoMni  of  hii  [x-uph^. 
Xlte  pnwon^rfl  were  soon  efiectually  freixl,  an)i<l  th« 
nhoutN  and  congratulations  of  the  French ;  but  lo 
one  Jeanne  berwif  npiirooched,  ai>d  fell  ujion  Uit 
nock,  baUitng  hi*  face  with  hrr  tiwr*. 

Thi«  was  Durond  Laxart,  wlm,  with  my  uncle 
Conmnlin  and  Maltre  Aubery,  had  Blood  in  trem- 
bling wonder  and  delight  at  their  own  strange  ile- 
liveranc«i  aae  of  them  at  lm>t  rtquuliy  rejoiceil 
thai  it  Khotild  have  been  by  her, 

J''unui>  soon  compOMd  herrajf  to  Itear  their  brief 
stony. 

"  All  your  friends,"  «aid  Durand  liaxart,  "  had 
lieard  of  tl*e  journey  that  ynu  wore  taking,  ieodinf^ 
tlu>  king  to  Rbeims  to  bo  crowned ;  and  evi>ry 
Ixxly  in  out  neighbourhood  knew  that  you  would 
keep  that  promise  as  you  did  the  one  about  Orlean* , 
Ko  one  and  all  that  could  al  all  manage  it  raade  up 
tluiJT  mindx  to  Uh-  Ii»ly<hty ;  we  got  Uio  hay  rut  and 
carried  horae,  and  wc  knew  w«  tould  be  back  in 
time  for  tiw  com  harvest,  and.  come  what  would, 
we  could  ii't  help  it,  so  we  journeyed  forth  by  tixen 
and  sevens,  or  by  two*  an<l  tliree*  as  might  be,  and 
•otD*  mode  for  Rhrinut  i>lmight,  or  to  lodgo  then-- 
•bouU  liU  you  might  cume  up,  and  Mnne,  dnui 
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Hurvl,  niHl  mmio  moro,  maHi!  Tor  Chalobtt,  uad 
did  we,  intwuling  to  kwtp  u  little  on  this  side  of  it  t 
Init,  by  some  means  or  otlwr,  under  tttc  mnytwY 
lUrwrtinn,  w«  k)st  oar  way,  and  fnll  in  witli  wtop 
BiirgtindinnK  a  wiN^k  a^,  who,  with  mucli  ndo, 
were  pereundifl  to  bring  us  to  Troyee.  Mnttrv 
Aub^ry,  1>ecauB0  Ite  wks  a  mayor,  was  worth  kmp- 
ing  tklivc,  and  tliey  said  tlie  swne  of  mv,  brcBUsr 
I  wus  your  uncle,  an<l,  as  ta  Conrardiii,  we  told 
them  Uiat  hu  could  find  itomo  crowns  by  the  hr\p 
of  frieuda,  and  selling  what  he  had  ;  so,  in  a  good- 
natured  mood,  they  even  spared  hini,  loo, 
brought  us  alt  into  Troye«." 

"  WlXTtt,  for  people  thoy  nunc  t«>  miike  itioriSy 
by,  th(7  hevt*  kept  us  poorly  enough  ever  Hiiirv," 
taii  tlio  imiyur  [  "  but  wo  have  saved  our  tbroMs 
and  our  raneom,  and  so  I  suppose  we  must  even  be 
(-onl(.>Dt  with  such  nMmrd  or  office  ■»  the  king  inuy 
tliink  pru]>cr  to  bestow  on  hi»  loyal  subjects  who 
have  suffonKl  in  his  servic«." 

Jeanne  smiled,  and  turned  Co  Laxart.  "  Codh 
with  me  to  my  tent,  and  take  such  fare  as  I  liave, 
duAT  uncle,"  she  nid,  **  scMrcely  so  good  as  in  your 
own  oottag«  at  P«tJt  Bnrey  ;  but  if  you  meet  tne 
in  the  eamp,  you  must  share  with  me  ua  a  Mihlier. 
( 'ome,  for  I'i^rre  and  Jean  are  then?,  and  will  be 
liappy,  indeed,  to  embrace  their  unde ;  you  cm 
tell  me  of  my  fatltitr  and  mother,  and  itf  Jacqucmln 
us   wi!   walk ;  Conrwrdin,  j-ou   will   be   with  us ; 

Mii«lvr  Mayor "  and  for  a  moment  slve  ap[H<ared 

puuled,  for  Uie  mayor  was  an  incumbmnce,  tiut  he 
had  suffered  in  Uie  wish  to  «m  Iwr,  inUTii^teilj  nr 
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not,  as  Uie  wuti  might  bu.  At  the  instant  John  of 
Nuvcloinpont  upproached,  who  held  an  Iwnourable 
post  ID  her  now  nunwroua.houMliold,  and  to  hU 
care  she  deltvenid  Die  magistrate. 

"  But  my  fijitliur  and  motlwr  'f  Ave  then  con- 
tinued to  Laxart,  DMrnng  as  if  to  her  tent. 

'*  Your  pardon,  dear  Jeanne  ;  »tay  \  and  I  will 
Ball  jrou."  «uid  Durnnd;  "  they  buvc  »ot  forth  to 
Rheinu,  that  is,  your  fatlwr  and  mother ;  Jacque- 
mia  tuid  Catharine  keep  house." 

"  Will  they  be  safe  in  such  a  jounwy,  may  titey 
not  iharc  your  falo?  merciful  Heaven,  if  tliry 
should  be  impriwDtMl  or  slain  t  But,  why  believs 
tliat  ?  and  1  must  not  soften  my  mind  with  conjec- 
tures, who  have  so  much  real  danger  to  strive  with  i 
for  Uiem  will  1  pray  more  furvcutly,  for  others  I 
raust  act." 

Still,  Durand  and  Conrardin  hung  back.  "Ipray 
you,  dear  niece,"  said  Laxart,  "place  me  with 
some  of  my  own  degree ;  you  jtjxike  ju»t  now,  even 
before  tlie  King  of  France,  almo«l  on  if  you  were  u 
princ-em  al  tike  least,  and  nt  yotir  tent  may  bo  other* 
who  would  despise  me,  and  tliink  none  the  better  - 
of  you  that  I  should  belong  to  )'ou,  I  liave  seen 
you,  you  Bn>  well,  tltat  in,  you  hxik  in  fair  hvulth, 
and  I  sni  gUd,  indeud,  to  luive  scon  j-ou,  and  you 
will  at  your  leisure  cmim  and  talk  witli  me  a  few 
words,  itot  Ut  take  up  your  time,  but  to  sltow  tliat 
you  do  not  forgvt  nw  ;  but  1  h>ve  not  to  be  placed 
abovo  my  birlli  and  btvoding ;  tlwra  is  the  mayor 
would  tiav«  itianked  you,  for  be  ciuue  on  purpoHi% 
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but  1  {uid  Conronlin  ooIt  came  because  we  lomd 
you." 

"A  little,  a  very  tiul«  whiV,  if  it  be  in  the 
mi'rcy  of  HfiBven,"  replied  Jvftnne,  "  anti  t  will 
ht  nil  your'»,  us  I  useti  tu  be,  Unog  sonnet  imi^s  ut 
Donircmy  and  sometimes  cotniofi  to  Petit  Burpy  to 
viat  you  aixl  my  auiit— is  she  mtll  ?  Oh  Itow  niudi 
ntte  oiig)it  to  think  of  in  000  s  dear  home  \  and  for 
tl)«  present  it  shall  be  as  you  will.  There  is  one  in 
th«  canii>  who  knows  you,  and  who  shall  tend  you 
for  tne  till  1  may  UtaA  j-ou  inyxelf ;  my  chaplain 
Khali  lead  yuu  to  him,  and  provide  for  all  that  yuu 
may  want,  and  Pierre  and  Jean  shall  eiome  to  you ; 
but  tliere  are  hours  even  ttow  that  you  must  talk 
with  me  of  what  we  \mv«  doiui  leather,  tor  the 
king  himself  knows  tlie  aid  you  have  given  me, 
and  *ome  time  or  otJier  will  thajtk  you  for  it.  Con> 
rardin,  you  will  find  your  nephew,  Jncqueis  Alain  ) 
t»e  is  safe  and  well,  Bn<)  has  shared  honour,  too." 

Site  beckoned  to  Jean  Pasijuurol,  and  he  iiiiiiie- 
diat«ly  undertook  her  eoiuinicsiun,  and  Uwy  ported 
(or  the  time  atti>r  many  nton^  expressions  of  kind- 
ness and  delight,  and  thankfulness  for  the  event 
wiikli  rvunit^d  them,  (iladty,  indeetl,  did  1  wel> 
romp  them  fur  their  own  cakeK,  ami  even  mora  fur 
her's  who  had  committetl  tliem  to  my  trust.  Our 
friend,  Jean  Pa^querel,  provided  for  us  a*  w«ll  as  he 
might,  and  we,  in  Um)  joy  of  our  meeting,  should 
l\nvf  iHTn  e<>nt»t)t  with  much  less  means  of  cele- 
brating it  thflh  he<;ouid  find  for  us. 

Though  tlw  entry  into  TroyeK,  which  was  to 
take  ptace  the  next  morning,  was  entirely  placed 
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UDder  the  roaretialliDg  of  the  iiiaiil«ii,  aiid,  nat- 
vithstaotlitig  the  &ligueii  a(  tlut  (Kut  iiight,  »lit 
round  «  tin*  ininuuiR  again  to  oonv^rso  with  Laxiurt, 
and  U>  wekoine  him,  and  talh  of  what  was  to  be 
doDe,  and  then  lie  found  lebure  to  admire.  Iier  new 
fonunes,  and  her  own  nnunKl  uml  nuble  bvuiiiij;, 
and  ti>  wtiiHli.T  ul  liw  diingvrs  &ho  had  passed,  und 
to  fawr  lor  iuch  as  might  come  tu  her. 

"I  fear  Dothingbut  treaoh«ry,"  wdshe;  "but 
it  ia  iu>  Unw  to  tell  you  uf  n  world  tltat  woutd  be  m 
new  to  you  us  it  was  to  me  ;  to-ioorrow  is  a  pagpiuit, 
wd  it  is  almost  a  teoiptatioa  to  luo  to  be  proud 
that  you  should  wiuie«s  it." 

Ui)d«r  tiur  eara  tlw  next  morning  the  arulivr* 
Itnad  the  strvets  to  Ute  cntli«dral ;  and,  though  siie 
alone  of  the  principal  leadeis  was  yet  in  the  town, 
it  wa»  needful  that  tlieir  guard  hIiouU  k«vp  oft'  tint 
jnaa  uf  citizens,  wliusu  curiosity  could  not  be 
utiatod  witli  gazing  on  tier.  So  lately  turned 
from  tlMt  foction  tltey  liad  long  followetl)  they  had 
yvt  many  of  it.-<  [>n-jiiilii:t!)>,  and  tlie  slanders  of  her 
fitemiea  had  made  Juanm-an  object  of  superstitious 
terror  to  many. 

"  \>l  it  i*  strange,"  cried  those  who  gazed  on 
ber,  "  that  llw!  devil  ntiould  wear  so  *wii»'t  m  face ; 
she  looks,  indeed,  as  tliough  noitJtur  man  nor  spirit 
cMuld  daunt  her,  but  when  siie  bmiles,  it  would  be 
just  an  difTii'uk  as  toeiNTaiJe  the  snares  of  tlie  enemy 
himself  to  di«tnisl  her." 

"  We  shall  see  T  quoth  uoother. "  Fatlicr  Ridiard 
baili  liis  doubts  of  tier  stvange  power,  and  well  is  it 
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i)iat  Uw  BailU  and  the  BKbevim  have  corainifieuNied 
him." 

"  See  !  see  I  be  comes  to  her,"  said  a  third,  a*  Um 
friar  advanced  to  ber  at  th«  licad  of  the  avthorities, 
sprinkling  holy  water  before  him,  at  which  she 
«inil<Hl  with  n  li^itcr  he-art  than  nt  t]ie  nxorci»m  at 
Vaucouleure. 

"  Come  on,  for  I  shall  not  fly  awav,  or  change  into 
air,  or  into  a  demon,"  said  »)>».  laughingly,  to  the 
priest;  then,  suddenly  changing  to  a  graver  »ty1e, 
she  made  the  sign  of  the  crosa  reverently,  and  ap* 
{inmcbed  him,  "  We  shouUl  kiiow  each  other  beU 
Utr  llwin  thin,"  xlio  said  to  him,  "  aiitl  twt>  who 
would  »er%-e  Henven  must  serve  itoo  tlw  same  side 
at  least.  Hear  the  truth  of  n>e  from  tiiose  who 
know  me  ;  if  you  then  d<nil>t,  question  my-M-lf,  and 
1  will  answer  you ;  and  then,  once  convinced  that  I 
hare  indeed  a  holy  work  enjoined  me,  1  call  on  you 
by  that  yow  M^^•r  lo  aid  il ." 

From  that  time  Friar  Richard  was  the  adherent 
of  Charies,  and  willingly,  when  he  had  heard  and 
rxaminet),  di<l  he  lerul  hin  influence  with  hist  bro- 
therluMxl  and  with  the  people  to  llie  maiden,  to  in- 
duce the  citizens  of  other  towns  to  open  tlieir  gates 
to  their  rigtitful  aovereign. 

The  distant  sound  of  trumpi^ts  recaUed  Jeanne  to 
tile  gates,  and  there,  taking  her  banner  from  her 
page,  she  met  her  sovereign,  and  bore  it  before  him 
and  bin  nohW  f>thee»thv^lral.  T)te«ii)M'rb  struc-  ^A 
turn,  in  which  tlte  marriage  of  Henry  Ptaiitagenet  ^1 
and  Catharioe  had  paved  the  way  for  Charles's 
misfortuDes,  now  rang  with  the  acdamaUoua  of  hie 
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BubjoctA,  an)l,  befare  tlw  altar  at  wliich  tlxwe  fat&l 
Towji  liad  beon  i^kcn,  and  Uw  tndtorou*  or  com- 
peltml  oaths  of  fi-alty  to  the  foreigiicT  lia<l  bc«n  ren- 
dered, a  hearty  and  natural  homage  was  awom  by 
tht!  <!itixGns  of  Troyes  to  th^-ir  nativi;  king. 

One  success  was  th^  creator  rather  than  tlw  omen 
fK&b  ailrantages.  Jeanne  had  still  to  luf^ 
eierity,  but  it  wan  to  Itiosc  whom  faith  or  fear,  nr 
both,  jtrcparcd  to  obey  her.  The  alk-gian<»  r«- 
newed,  ChArles  marched  onward  with  his  army  for 
Chalons,  J«anne  leading  the  advaneie  with  tlie  alU 
mbduing  slonilnrd  in  her  hand.  Hk  niurrli  wax 
long ;  tlie  weather  added  to  the  toil  by  extreme 
heat,  and  the  whitttdufit  of  thut  luirlofdiiuiipagni^ 
eovorod  thu  army  with  a  Uii<'k  and  perpetual  cloud ; 
but  none  murmured  now,  exrapt  ihe  little  mayor, 
who  had  not  counted  on  this  share  of  an  ex|H>iiition, 
and  who.  vtrangely  at  a  ksa  for  want  of  his  accus- 
tonwNl  coni<cquence,  waa,  probably,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  her  disapjMintvd  enemies,  the  only  person 
in  the  army  who  did  not  ahare  in  the  general  en- 
thusiasm. Our  spirits,  indeed,  ahnoft  outwent  our 
strength,  and,  on  tlie  evening  of  the  second  day, 
which  tbuitd  u*  before  Chalons,  we  were  little  pro- 
pared  for  the  limtile  greeungs  we  might  expect ; 
but  the  news  of  Troyes  had  reached  lh«  city  before 
u«,  and  the  priitcipal  iiihiihiCiml-'*  came  forth  to 
grvi^t  u»  with  opa.rn  amuc,  and  led  the  king  and  moat 
of  his  followers  to  a  welcome  hospitality  for  the 
rdght 

Hi*rc  another  was  adthid  to  mycliarge  in  the  per- 
*on  of  Jvaii  Morvl,  the  god&tJier  of  tltc  maiden, 
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wlw  »liarml  with  Connutlln  uxJ  Loxiirt  id  nr<'4»a>- 
modations  which  were  mixWtly  but  EudkiVrttty  pr«v 
Tided.     And  utlH>r£  from  the  couotrj-,  t'itr  niiil  m.'vir, 
fluck«<l  iit  to  nrell  our  imin  ;  »ui4i  u  mvnt  acvu*-] 
toiiidl  to  anim  txiaring  llicni  for  tho  kii 
utul  uthi'iB  bringing  offerings  of  what    ' 
spare,  and  all  good  wislies,  and  woodert  and  praiM,  I 
for  tbt-  lieroiiH*  of  OrltWDit. 

Anotlwr  march,  anuthur  hull  by  tho  castte  of] 
Lvpeaulx,  and  we  were  within  four  li<>Agut*s  o{  our 
I U-sti nation.  Here  tj>e  Arclibisliop  Chaiio(4lur 
playi.'d  tho  hurt  to  the  kin^;,  lindii^  himwlf  at 
UwpMtuU  for  Lite  firet  ltin»,  in  tlw  ca»Uu  wltirli  b  ] 
kD  appendagu  of  Itia  set-  j  und  h«n%  nillier  in  tiir 
woitder  that  eucceoa  ho  marvellous  should  i-onliDtw, 
thaii  ill  any  tn*-itm-r  dmibt,  Chnrln  for  Ute:  tiwt 
I  mil!  (jui-i'tioned  lliv  maiden  of  his  ho|i«»,  Olid  fllrowvd 
lier  the  strength  of  the  town  tlwy  Itud  yet  to  ooti- 
quer,  and  his  own  belief  tiial  hia  memies  knew  lh» 
value  of  the  ittakc,  and  wotil'l  'h-fein)  it  Ui  tbf 
iMt. 

"Pear  not  I  dotibtnut!"  wn*  Ktill  Imt  lui^wi-i  j 
''  tJ>e  people  of  Rlieims  ehall  iiwet  you.  [k'fuiv 
tliey  see  you,  tlie  ritizena  eball  render  ihn  city. 
(>»wanL  fV'ariesxly,  and  lot  nothing  di»i)ui(<t  you. 
Act  but  iiiftDfuUy,  and  your  wliok  kingdom  ia 
your'«." 

And  Huon  waa  she  enabled  to  add  human  iritelH- 
gonce  to  the  words  of  her  prophetic  genius ;  Uiat 
midnight  camo  a  messenger  of  his  own  order  t>i 
Prtur  Richard  at  Lepsaulx,  and  was  led  by  him  ti> 
Uie  maidoD. 
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"  The  lonl  i>r  C1iatiI)on<eur>Marne,"  said  the 
emiMar;,  "  who  hoItU  the  city  for  the  Engliirh,hiid 
bni-n  reinforced  by  the  lurd  of  Suvi^uws  with  a 
Burguadian  power,  aai  they  would  willingly  have 
kept  the  place  for  the  king's  enemies,  but  that,  to 
inak«  a  •urc  <lefci)c<  agaiiigt  «uch  an  nrmy,  tliey 
niUKt  be  ubl«  to  depenii  fully  on  tli«  aflection  of  the 
citizens.  But  murmurs  Hurrouodfld  them  on  every 
side  1  Uie  prophecy  of  the  coronation  at  Klieima, 
led  so  near  to  accouipliHlimpiit  by  wonderiul  deedii, 
could  not,  as  the  |icoplv  diwlurixl,  fail  nt  thi^  lust 
*U'p-  eo,  wtien  ttiey  were  asked  whether  they  would 
Uieroselvea  hold  the  town  for  six  weeks,  till  an  army 
capable  of  c?ont«iKliiig  with  tlu!  king's  <-ouI(l  bt>  as- 
sembled,  us  tliv  gairiwn  was  not  in  itsrlf  Kulii<;icnt, 
th«  inhabitants  replied  only  by  suffering  the  soldiers 
to  dejiart ;  and  the  council  which  tltey  immediately 
held  lias,byoni;Bocluination.decre«<d  toseix)  eovoyn 
to  thf  king  for  pardon,  and  to  tender  him  sub- 
missiifD." 

The  morning  accomplished  the  promttte  of  the 
night.  Charles  gladly  received  the  allegiance  of 
his  repentant  people.  The  Archbishop  tnMontly 
pnH'euded  to  the  ci^,  whkh  be  had  not  yet  Tisited, 
and  took  poeMasion  of  his  palace,  and  paced,  with 
stately  no'l  exultJng  itepa,  the  aisilea  of  Ids  vast  and 
supurb  mthedral,  in  wlu<:h,  to  the  fuli  aawmbly  of 
the  p0opie,  he  celebrated  macs,  and  bode  the  thun- 
der* of  the  oi^n  and  tlie  voice  of  all  tlie  clwirs  in 
llii>  city  peal  forth  tlie  ■'  Te  Deum."  Tlien,  with 
thi;  people  crowding  aft«r  him,  he  rejioired  to  tin* 
gate  near  the  Abbey  uf  St.  Kemy,  wlioee  venerable 
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nruIlK  oneloacd  the  Mured  oil  for  the  conwcntian  of 
kings,  and  thorp,  wiUi  th«  whole  onMuUatl  dt] 
waited  th«  approach  of  th«  monarch. 

TIkmc  who  had  been  despatched  returned,  »f 
ing  of  the  king's  gTnoi>  and  gooducKi  when  tlie  kojt^ 
of  the  HLcred  city  were  luid  at  his  foi-t ;  and  woo 
the  wliite  banner  was  eeen  floating  before  the  king, 
and  bornu  b;  iittr  wlio  had  led  him  to  his  triumph. 
Murmurs  of  adinimtion  andwundttr,  ahoul^  ofcoo- 
gratulatdon,  greeted  hur  nn  every  dde,  ts  sbe  wooml 
througli  tJie  long  street  to  tlie  arcUiepisoopal  palaoe  t 
the  fiwling  of  great  deeds  accomplished,  of  pnuniMi 
msTvellousl}-  kept,  6Ued  her  own  heart  witJi  tttaiih- 
itd  amaio^tJie  poot  maiden  of  Doiiirumy  had,  by^^ 
Heaven's  appointment,  brought  thu  Dauphin  to  tlwfl 
throned  seat  of  his  ancestors;  pvaiae,  the  humilitjr^ 
which  compares  tlie  unwortliineM  of  th*!  means  wit 
the  deed  done,  filled  her  heart  almost  to  bursting) 
but  there  was  a  joy  yet  sweeter  and  nobler  in  xt 
for  lier :  in  the  square  of  the  calliedral,  iieur  to 
palaoe,  stood  two,  for  whom  all  mado  way — a  poa* 
sant  and  his  wile.  Jeanne  leapt  from  Iter  bcrm, 
letting  even  her  beloved  standard  fall  at  hex  feet,  and 
kiivlt  bdfon)  Jae(inc«  d'Aro  and  Isabel,  while  tin 
royal  party  entered  tite  gat«s,  a  a^-ondary  sight 
even  in  the  appreciation  of  the  multitude,  to 
maiden  receiving  tlie  blecuiig  of  Iter  pareiito. 
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BiiOKK  UyiDg  down  th«  nutliority  with  wliicli 
she  felt  herself  to  be  invested,  Jeatnu,  indwpitv  of 
ttiv  natuml  <1>-Iightii  which  now  nade  her  best  teel- 
ings  a  luxury  unallojvtl,  thouglit  anxiously  ani) 
diligently  on  the  perfect  Dotnpletioa  of  her  task,  und 
of  tlie  tiofMW  that  reault^d  from  her  aohievementa. 
HubituMlly  rinng  with  tlie  lun,  on  Utc  very  duy  ou 
which  the  cofonation  wug  to  take  ptaoe,  stia  cftuved 
a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
uif^ing  llie  lint  vasad  of  the  crown  to  return  to  his 
allegiaoM  by  every  coi»idoT«t>on  she  could  devise, 
not  fiuling  to  un  tiutt  of  prophecy  of  hie  diitcoRi* 
fiture  should  be  still  oppose  the  rightful  heir  of 
PVance.  A  brief  hour  wiUi  lior  fatlier,  her  mother, 
and  Iwr  uncle,  whom  both  now  praincd  from  tliuir 
Iteart  bb  much  as  tliey  had  once  been  inclined  to 
blame  liiit) ;  they  overjoyed  to  see  that,  amid  all 
her  statv,  her  matt  treiuured  ornumant  wa«  the  ring 

.  she  bore  from  them  at  \'BurouU>urs,  and  J&c(|ut^^, 
Rhc-wing  the  paper  which  t  had  written  for  hiin, 
and  which  lie  could  find  voice  now  to  refieat  in  jmrt, 

^tiU  the  aanwitness  of  hU  }oy  choked  hi*  utterance 
:  M  flflectually  as  hia  fonner  griaf  hud  dow. 
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Tlt«  king's  officors  sought  her  ta  \m  fnmml  «! 
tlic  great  crreaiony  which  was  to  soal  her  glcfy  >» 
his  acktiow)i>i)gi?<l  tilk.  Already,  tlie  evening  be 
furo,  hod  thv  pruulumutioo  been  made  on  Uw  doit 
hustily  erected  in  the  catheJntl,  t]mt  thf*  pni<n  of 
FiBQc-e  offi^red  Cliarlee  to  the  peojilv  us  their  wn- 
reign,  and  oivc  burnt  of  hon«»t  jih*asure  had 
KpMKlud  tu  iu 

"  What  luatters  it  wliat  wl>  were  ?*  mud  oav 
the  otiier  of  the  peojAe  ;  "  the  king  ia  a  ooblv  and 
a  merciful  prince,  and  tlic  tnnidon  liuth  donn  woo- 
druus  deeds,  and  the  morrDtiv  wili  be  a  tlav  of  tri- 
umph, Buch  as  we  or  our  cliiklren  may  not  agaiti 
see ;  why  should  we  not  rejoke  in  il  f 

(jreat  Imste  was  mad*?  in  Uie  pruparatinii*,  fw 
Ui«  [trraencc  of  so  great  an  army  could  not  but 
•  burden  to  the  good  pvople  of  Uhi'inn.  hu^trvi 
ciMerfully  they  might  bear  it,  and  tlm  numbur  a: 
inci<easi>d.     Eteni!,  dukv  of  Bar  nud  of  Lu: 
brother  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  bruuglit  that  aid  fi 
tlie  domains  of  hi*  fatlier-in-law,  Chorlw, 
hastening  faot  to  hi*  doatli,  whk-h  Jeaoiie  hotl 
so  vainly  solicited ;  and  Itie  Dumoiseau  de 
mer^y  brought  with  him  another  train  of  uoi 
and  of  their  armed  followers,  to  serve  undar 
banner*  of  hit  noverdgn,  and  to  guard  and 
hiK  inauguration. 

In  tlK>  tnthedral,  as  was  accuitotnod,  wax  C 
anointed  with  the  sacred  oil,  used  from  l\w  tima 
Clovia,  and  oont4iin<_t)  in  the  %'iid,  wliich,  friin  tli 
time,  hod  been  doposited  in  tite  Abbey  uf  8t.  Mi'sn 
With  oU  due  aiul  accustomed  ceremony  wii» 
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L  Heaven-directed  gift  received  by  the  Archbishop 
[  from  the  four  petn  Knt  to  claim  it ;  and  Regnaut 
de  Chartrvfi,  tiu.-  im^ropolitan  «iititled  to  the  ho- 
nour by  old  custom,  placed  the  crown  on  ClinrioB'B 
head. 

All  elm?  WM  ml(*ninly  ordered,  timugh  partaking 
of  Uie  h«8U!  and  urgency  of  Uw  time.  Tlw  cix  lay 
and  tli«  ax  crclesiaatical  pc«rs  of  Prunes,  though 
the  archbishop  of  Hheims  and  the  biahop  of  (.'ha- 
Ions  were  tlw  only  ones  present,  were,  in  other  in- 
[•tanc**,  worthily  rsprpwnhs)  by  priitcpn  of  the 
blood,  such  ati  Aton^on  and  Venddnie,  or  nohlee  of 
great  rank  and  power,  like  the  young  Laval,  and 
by  tin  bi>l)0(>s  of  the  loyal  whos.  NnrniaiKly  wai 
th«  patvimiiny  of  the  king  of  England,  anil  Bur- 
gundy was  hU  ally;  and  when  the  heralds  cited 
tlM!ni,pTOolwniing  their  names  aloud  in  the  church, 
mingled  grief  aitd  istecration  notinl  tlH>ir  ainUtiouii 
or  trnitoroiu  ^»uivce. 

Even  the  crown  pnepanxl  had  not  yet  arrived, 

but  anoUver  was  discovered  in  tlie  archiepiaro^tal 

'  traasury  ;  but  the  deep  oentiment  of  patriotiitm,  of 

['loyalty  to  the  king  os  tlie  rppreseolutive  of  his  na> 

|'tiv»  subjects,  the  fond  hope  of  peaceful  timet,  the 

shame  of  the  English  dominion,  the  honour  due  to 

tlie  bmre,  whom  all  wore  proud  to  call  country- 

^men,  the  holy  enthti«a«n  with  which  they  looked 

on  the  delegated  heroine  made  the  want  of  long 

preparation  but  an  additional  glory,  aod  the  ahsonce 

of  somii  of  the  usual  pageantiy  a  triumph. 

Yet  it  wnt  h  g)iin»u«  night.     Perhaps  1  caimot 
<wpwmle  it  from  my  f^'lingB — the  crowd  of  nobbt. 
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not  moving  as  awkward  astastant«  in  a  «how,  but 
full  of  «a4>rg>-  in  everj'  act  uf  booMg«,  giving  a 
lueaniug  tuA  UuUt  b>  the  old  oeianoniftls,  wbuw 
inttnts  miglit  he  {orgmteo  but  for  the  iUustiBtioo 
of  such  a  time ;  the  mleiDo  anthems  tliat  oil  li»- 
tened  to  witlt  Uw  uleooo  of  devotion,  or  the  iaap 
full  murmur  of  universal  vlionii),  the  t^liout,  when 
the  crown  was  placed  upon  the  monarcli's  haad* , 
ringing  and  echoing;  again  and  again,  and 
in  tlm  hi^i  roof.     And  Uiure,  noar  to  the  king,  «bfl^ 
stood,  beaiing  tlie  banner  of  his  fbrtuiiea,  tUn  ttaa^^ 
danl  which  had  buuu  the  constant  sign  of  victor^'J 
Charlecwa^  crowoi-d  king  of  Fr&nor.  Jvonne  < 
She  placed  tiie  standard  in  the  hands  of  an  attco> ' 
daiit,  «1h!  caat  heraelf  on  her  koees,  and  embiaced 
thorn  of  her  anointed  sovereign. 
'  The  breathleai  eileooe  of  sympathy  was  brokoi 
hj  the  audible  sob*  of  thow  wbo  looked  cm,     Thejr 
hud  taea  the  grrateet  evtmt  of  taany  ages— 4baj 
were  witnesses  as  between  man  and  HtKavro. 

■*  It  w  done,"  she  Mid,  io  a  clear,  subdued  tojob, 
singularly  audible ;  "  my  Voices  liave  spokim  the 
trtitli,  nnd  I  have  Blushed  all  that  they  hava  Ha> 
joinod.  King!"  sbe  cried,  addnwing  him  in  a 
tone  H)  empltatic  tliat  all  rocpondnd  witlt  one  ac* 
claim,  and  then  hushed,  to  lose  no  ^Uahle,  as  by  a 
mdden  lull  in  a  mighty  vtonn.  "  'llw  will  of  Hea. 
Tan  is  done  which  bnda  me  raiw  the  siege  of  Of 
leans,  and  lead  you  to  this  cit)-  of  Rheina,  to  re* 
oeive  your  holy  anointing,  sbewii^  Uiat  you  an  the 
tnu  Idng,  and  lum  to  whom  alone  the  raoln  of 
France  belongs." 
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MOond  fboul  succeeded  thi>  fervent  proclama- 
tion. It  subeided,  and  she  coatuiiwd  :  "  Aiul  now 
Irt  mv  cast  off  tli«  unhappy  apparel  of  war,  and 
ItT«  in  mercy  and  in  love  with  all,  as  become  n 
poor  girl ;  let  nna  leave  to  tlioac  to  wlioni  it  of  old 
right  and  good  caum  belongs  to  command  and  to 
lead ;  cth !  let  me  be  now  once  more  and  for  erar 
wfailft  i  live  ttic  crmti-iitt-d  terrent  of  tny  own  dear 
parents.  Let  u^,  in  our  humUc  cottage,  and  at  our 
aecustonwd  church,  pray  for  the  king  that  rul^ 
over  ua,  and  for  the  realm  he  govern* ;  let  Um^  rpst 
of  the  life  whirl)  1  liav«f  vhwihI  toJloavcn  be  indcod 
fit  for  tho  ofiering,  innut'cnt,  and  atoning,  and 
penitent,  for  all  misery  and  bfoodshed,  and  praying 
for  the  souls  of  friends  and  of  enemies  dea^l,  till  I 
may  be  at  rest  as  tbey  are." 

Charles  spoke  no  word ;  1  um  sure  tliat  lie  could 
not  speak,  though  others  Bay  be  hesitated  for  ex> 
cnae ;  but  he  raited  her,  placed  again  her  standard 
in  her  hand*,  an<l  motioned  to  lier  to  preced4«  turn 
by  the  snithcrn  door  which  lends  to  tl»e  areh- 
hishopV  [lalace.  The  peers  took  tlieir  rightful  sta- 
trans  in  tbi!  pnx^ession  amid  tJie  sound  of  trumpets 
and  the  pealing  of  Uic  organ,  nioiiey  wax  thrown 
among  the  people,  and,  as  they  saw  the  glittering 
train  depart,  they  and  the  soldiery  rushed,  witli 
tumultitow  slwuta,  to  th^ir  dwellings,  to  pass  the 
remainder  of  tlie  day  in  mirth,  carouse,  and  pledges 
to  the  happy  future. 

.Some  wero  admitted  to  see  tlie  kiog  feast  in  the 
noble  hall  of  the  palace,  where,  though  by  rigid 
custom  none  but  tlM>  archbishop  might  ditie  at  tus 
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ovra  table,  Jpsnne  vox  etill  obligud  to  orcupr 
iJi»tiiiguUhed  place  at  the  §econi)  table,  aniii 
prinorf  aiii)  nobles  of  tli4>  laiid.     It  wuif  a  \m'an\ 
to  lier,  for,  tuuong  tbv  uilinittv<l  Tvw  to  wilnifs  tbr 
dinner,   were   Jacquee   and   Inbvl,   ant]    Uu 
LAxnrt,  and  sbe  wniild  rather  liuve  sharml  ll 
eimplor  m«il  at  the  Atie  Mayi,  nearly  r>p|XMil<> 
the  portal  of  l)io  <»th«dr«l.  wWre  tl»«>ir  exprm 
were   frugally   but   honourably   itufrayed    by 
towD-couitcil,  8ud  where  their  hoetesa  Alic», 
widow  of  Uoliti   Moiiau,  honoured,   wrvL<d, 
wundered  at  them  for  Hit  mke  of  thoir  daughl 
nni]  where  tliey  were  atni<>*1  •■xUaiiBted   by   tfai 
own  joy,  hearing  her  pTsii>e.i,  anil  recouDting 
storj-  of  her  childhood  from  nwrain^  to  ntf^ht 
pet^le  of  both  semts  and  all  agM  and  tlegroot 
rcpwrod  eagerly  to  them. 

Even  Maltre  Aubi^ry,  here,  but  for  a  pompnui 
prolixity,  would  have  bt<*>n  an  object  of  interot, 
froni  )iia  previous  intimacy  witli  tbi:  maiden,  umI 
tbow  who  could  make  no  approach  In  ber  porvati 
eonde«c«i>dp<l  t4>  linUtn  to  the  husband  of  bcr  god- 
mother.  He  almost  bi>ghn  bimaelf  to  riirgi<t  that 
be  vas  a  mayor,  so  entirely  was  tJutt  port  of  hi 
identity  swallowed  up  in  the  more  popular  av 
city.  And  the  servant  of  Baudrieourt,  whii 
treated  her  with  dbdain,  had  conw  to  Ritiii: 
among  some  of  his  fellow*,  and  gainM)  coaatJi 
tion  from  hia  assertion,  tliat  tte  was  lier  firvt  ini 
duoer  Ui  hiK  niptatn. 

After  the  appiiiiitnM>nt  of  n  gorentor  of 
in  tile  person  of  the  airhbi&bop's  neplicw.  An 
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d«  UullaiMle,  and  tlie  despatch  of  prvwiitig  afiitir*, 
the  first  pemuo  for  wliom  Cliarlea  sent,  on  llie  day 
sfu>r  his  coroDution,  was  Durund  Laxart,  and  from 
hiiti  he  delighted  to  receive  all  the  paiitculani 
wliinli  Ji-aoite  had  partly  related  to  hitn,  and  iu 
which  llu^  hoiHMt  prauH.'  uf  ttui  countryouut  tniglit 
supply  tlu"  wuDts  which  her  own  nmplv  modeat  re* 
uital  hul  left. 

'*  Yoo  wt!re  tlw  first  fnund  thai  gav«  her  help  ou 
wy  h«)ialf ;  you  have  iloae  tiie  purt  of  u  hnivv  nuut 
uad  a  true  subject,  aod  sh^  must  teach  mo  how  to 
pay  my  debt  to  you,"  said  the  king,  in  porting 
with  him. 

Uuiuiid  lost  all  hoed  of  rirward  in  the  pnd«  of 
the  acknowledgment,  and  declared  to  his  ni«ce, 
who  wu*  delighted  at  hi)<  pim^ure,  "  ttiat  tlie  king 
wa«  the  best  tnamtered  man  he  had  ever  seen  of  u 
geotlenmn,  and  ai  kind  as  though  he  were  uo 
bi<tt«r  than  liiouelf." 

And  then,  though  wiUi  leaa  speech  and  with 
more  noleiiinity,  Charlw  noelvcd  JuLquea  d'Aiu 
auU  hi«  vrifu^  iwt  ovurburlhening  ttivm  with  the 
time,  eo  u  lo  make  the  honour  u'^re  patoful  tlian 
it  needed  to  the  ample  folk,  hut  bidding  Uiein  be 
happy  in  the  lioooun  of  their  daughter  and  in  his 
gniUtude,  and  ao  sufl'ering  tlkem  to  depart,  so  tt^t 
he  was  Vstt  tilout!  with  Jeaone  herwlf,  who  liud  foU 
towed  iH'r  parenu  to  tlic  audieiiLv  with  the  Lord  of 
TrfvM  and  Iter  xealous  advocate,  his  uunfecaor, 
Oemrd  MucSivt.  Bishop  ufCosttvs. 

"  VvBU-iday,  Joanne,"  said  Uie  king,  ''  I  ruined 
old  dignilies,  and  oreoted  new  ones ;  il  now  buooiue* 
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me  to  acknowledge  ray  greatest  debt.  Sonw  thtnp, ' 
which  an.>,Ilu)OW,iM!«r  to  jvur  heart,  you  will  Kltnul; 
titul  [vrovidml  for ;  you  trouble  us  to  s^ek  wbeo  you 
will  not  speak  your  wishes ;  but  now  Npmlc  to  bv 
«>  to  your  iruK!  friood.  I'bough  nil  now  acktin*' 
ladg*  your  worth,  and  some,  many,  have  nowleamp^ 
to  love  your  person  who  wero  oot  of  that  mind  l» 
fore  ]  you  see  I  liave  only  your  own  uld,  und  tnisDid, 
and  iMnourod  friends  with  me,  Uin  t  you  may  ipeak 
a*  you  would  to  me,  or  as  you  think  in  your  ami 
hearl.  Vour  king,  thougli  lie  be  evftr  your  debtor, 
must  bi-  your  ucknowledgod  debtor  iMffur*  tht 
world,  oud  must,  for  his  own  fame,  tihow  to  tht 
world  that  he  i»  not  an  unfaitliful  uiu>.  Serw  and 
obey  him  in  naming  what  be  may  do  for  you." 

*'  Noble  king  I  let  me  be  known  at  leajt  to  yoti," 
answered  Jeanne ;  '*  for  roe  to  desire  aiiyUiirtg  firon 
you  beyond  what  you  thought  needful  to  your  o«ni 
■WTvioe,  would  be  for  me  to  call  tajedt  a  tTickat«r — 
mu«h  worse  than  that,  a  blasph^ner,  so  proaump- 
tuouk  that  1  do  oot  like  i^rcn  to  tliink  of  tbe  no. 
Say  tliat  my  tack  is  over,  and  with  that,  my  acquit* 
tance  to  Heaven,  let  roe  leave  you.  I  cnnnot  take 
revrard  for  acts  wliicb  are  not  my  own.  but  the 
rotuueU  wA  the  deeds  freely  given  to  you  by  the 
power  that  bade  roe  iwek  you.  Aitd  1  am  not  ia 
need,  or  tliose  whom  I  love.  We  can  lin  as  w« 
always  have  lived,  hapjuly,  very  hap[uJy,  now  Ihttl 
there  can  be  no  cause  of  mi»tnist  or  oonteattoB 
among  us.  Pay  )-our  thanks  to  (Jod  for  what  he 
hath  done  for  you,  und  praise  him  by  kxring  and 
ruling  well  your  people.     Suffer  none  to  opprw 
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;  BufTur  nooe  to  tukc  your  own  oIIm«  froin  your 
h»n<l«,  of  judging  and  protecting  thom,  Lut'o  uli 
nliki?.  or  m  iiwj  may  merit  your  bounty,  •»  shall 
you  build  up  a  «t(«ogtli  which  no  foreign  ptnnt 
dare  tlimteo;  you  will  be  th»  joy  of  your  iiubjvcta 
nil  your  life,  and  you  will  di«  in  the  gruc«  of 
Heawn.  Purdou  whut  1  My,  iK'  hut  tulvicv  i 
would  trouble  you  with,  and  my  counsels  have  soa»> 
times  been  rud«  and  impatient,  yet  regard  tiwm  as 
from  wfaoin  tlwy  wi-n-  tpoken.  VV'hi*n  you  will  tell 
mv  tJiat  I  may  go,  I  will  have  letlpfs  written  to  the 
gracious  queen  to  thank  lier  for  lier  goodmiait  to 
me,  and  to  tuwurc  )mt  that  1  will  pray  for  her ;  elui 
diwlains  no  eorvice.  Vou  will  learc  Rbeims stiortjy, 
sire,  and  you  will  let  me  bid  )-ou  farewelL" 

The  lord  of  TrCves  advimccMl  to  h«r.  "  Jeoniw," 
said  tlw  VMwnbte  ooMnnan.  wiUi  a  voice  whi<;h 
somethit^  mora  tlian  age  made  inlirm,  '*  ttie  king 
would  not  liave  you  leavu  him,  and  uo  trui>  subject 

uid  dniiv  it  more  than  hi-." 

Jaintw  tunked  pale,  and  tieinbled,  and  looked  at 
Charles.  "  Hare  I  not  done  all  that  I  proDUBed?" 
!ih«>  askvd,  in  a  tone  of  apprt-lfneion. 

"Nobly!  truly,  marvellously,"  said  Uw  king; 
"  hut— - 

"  I  tiave  no  further  conunisaion,  no  furtlier  skill, 
no  further  power  1"  slii)  vxcluiim>d  despairingly. 
"  I  pray  you  let  me  go,  great  king;"  and  slw  tjirow 
itersedf  at  his  feet.  "  This  has  been  my  hope,  my 
in  toil  and  danger ;  I  would  not  pass  all  my 
life  in  tills  terrible,  unchristian  trade  of  blood.  You 
hant  other  captains,  who  have  envied  and  bated 
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me.  even  to  Uio  twtrayal  of  your  semoo.  I ' 
iioL  eveiry  hour  be  Uiinkiiig  af  tlitiir  stiile,  mod  tlu' 
tnulicM  Clicy  beur  mv,  but  tiiat  my  Voic«i  bade  me. 
It  was  nut  for  sucti  as  I  to  leave  a  fnther  And  nw- 
tlier  tliat  lore  nte,  auil  that  I  love.  And  it  is  not  fit 
Ihut  n  poor  miudon  diould  dwelt  in  rjunjM,  mUilliii 
ribald  life  the  Meh  will  not  let  me  quite  restnun.' 
She  juuaed,  and  th«n  renunied  tnoru  calaily  : 
placi'  is  DOW  in  the  cottage  at  Domrvmy,  i>y 
mother's  aide  ;  gentle  king,  you  will  not  kevji 
from  it !" 

Cliurh<s  was  ctnbarnmed ;  hit  good  nati 
touUieci,  and  in  that  moment  he  would  liave  giveo 
wliat  he  beheved  to  be  Uie  hope  uf  his  iituw  (0 
his  JunticK  and  her  destre,  but  tlw  Bishop  of, 
tree  interposed. 

"  We  oil  know  that  you  have  done  well,  Jcaiir 
aid  ho.  (u  he  raisnl  hor ;  "  hut  you  wku  •iju 
duly  of  a  subjwit  to  your  king ;  no  <.'oniiiu>n  duty 
do  we  all  owe  to  him  in  these  times  of  gnat  i 
geouy.  We  pro«per  well ;  Um)  Huhmissian  of  i 
after  oily  reatlive  u»  lieni ;  the  n<«d  is  well 
but  tile  full  iiarveet  ia  yet  to  be  gathered  ;  you 
bevomi!!  une  of  tliu  groat  ^illarii  t>f  liis  furtum-s  ;  lii« 
soldiery  believe  in  the  ■s«urv<l  hu^wvb  uf  your  ImuI- 
tng  ;  and  such  is  Ute  terror  with  wltieli  your  vv 
naiiK!  litis  i<triit;k  the  enemy,  that  tile  Prutec-tor  i 
EngUmd  iieedt  to  ijuue  proclainaUoas  in 
and  in  Uie  euaporU  where  hii  forw»  are  : 
forbidding  tiiem,  ou  pain  of  deatb,  to  hold  bac 
tliiuuf>ii  frar  of  V,  hat  hu  laUii  your  sorwrit «.  Mml 
miuds,  the  giL-iit  juittivert  appointed  bjr  Gim]  fauti\ 
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to  judge  the  right  on  «arth,  and  judging,  at  last  to 
enfurM  it,  decide  for  us.  Yvt  «veQ  Uii«  may  waver 
imd  change  in  tliis  imperfect  world.  w))ich  is  but 
like  th«  first  half  gf  a  curiously  involved  romaunt, 
the  Kilutioii  of  atl  tlu;  iny«tt;ri«K  of  ntuch  is  t4)  be 
found  in  the  yet  unopened  volume.  Will  you  delay 
the  greet  juntioc  by  abandoning  its  execution  ? 
W'ill  you  not  fight  as  you  ha^'C  fought  in  Dm-  hupt- 
of  mercy,  and  for  the  jpcwling  of  pvaee  ?  I  am 
but  one  of  the  humblest  and  meanest  of  Heaven's 
onhnarily  apjtointed  mi»iiit«rfl,  and  I  well  see  that 
what  liatli  (poken  in  your  heart  may  gupvrycile  my 
w«uk  injunctiuns ;  but  for  my  age,  and  for  my  love 
of  you,  and  for  my  offic«,  you  will  hear  me. 

"  War  is  todevd,  a  curse  which  nothing  »l)urt  of 
the  madneas  of  sin,  the  practical  atheism  of  man, 
could  hurl  upon  bis  fellow  ;  hut  it  h  we  who  «u(Fi'r, 
not  provoke  iL  You  strike  to  save,  not  even  to 
avenge.  You  are  all  that  we  have  of  merciful  and 
good  in  the  rougti  camp,  and  men  learn  from  you 
lesBons  of  mercy  and  forlKsnuice:  mt^'Unnks  if  you 
should  even  perish  so  doing,  you  shoald  die  happily. 
And  this  may  I  urge  with  a  clear  and  certain  con- 
science, for  were  we  ooraelvra  to  submit  to  tlw  loss 
of  all  our  goods,  the  opptvMion  and  torture  of  our 
person*,  witliout  rwistance  or  remonstrance,  would 
'  it  be  holy,  having  the  strength  to  prevent  it,  to  see 
robbery,  murder,  and  outrage  wreaked  upon  out 
defencelrm,  helpless  fellow-  people  ?  Are  you  mre 
that,  upon  any  reverse,  Domremy  could  be  safe, 
from  wtuch,  at  any  Itazard,  you  would  waril  the 
eriU  and  erwltiot  of  the  foreigner,  and  the  niflian 
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truitors  Id  hta  seirweF  And  if  tlmt  w«iv 
to  you  by  rorolation  iteelf,  couli}  you  ait  in  jKt 
own  Giifrly,  and  viijoy  jrour  own  peace,  and  neellr  in 
the  fondness  of  your  own  domeotic  lovo,  whilp,  frcoi 
oiM)  <;»d  to  tti«  ottivr  of  this  unfortunate  realn,  <li»> 
oord  nod  tjrnmny  madu  oiw  desolation  P 

**  And  it  is  as  if  the  very  nouU  of  mm  wbk 
•rtnkt'd  in  thi«  holy  fwittsnco,  for  what  must  tlit 
children  of  this  ran  be  but  hardened  and  obdunlc 
Mtvago!*,  brouglit  up  in  blood  and  plunder,  aiul 
in  no  craft,  t)ut  lUut  of  rapine  and  destruction  ?  Tui 
Itieir  religion,  saerile^  its«lf  must  b<K-onit*  ttv^ 
sport,  and  the  ancient  glories  of  uur  rhurch,  wbrn- 
yet  ihoy  remain,  only  a  rich  prt-y.  My  daughtM, 
it  doM  not  beliove  you  to  leave  us  in  thia  Uai^er. 
Your  courage,  your  skill,  your  name,  arv  our  bert 
doffnccB.  Your  king,  who  ini^lit  nrquire,  begi 
your  lifflp.  We,  your  country,  implore  it  of  yon- 
On  the  part  of  tlin  chun-h,  I  enj»in  it  mm  your  duty. 
Your  inspired  commisEion  ii<  fulfitt«>d.  Without  it> 
glory,  and  Uie  might,  and  the  ascurance  tliat  lian 
been  your't  fVom  the  wurov  tliat  cannot  orr  or  Aiil ; 
your  energy,  your  honesty,  your  gcniiu,  your  n- 
lour,  may  do  much.  If  you  sodden,  tmmblo,  and 
recoil  ut  dr»c<-ndiiig  from  swh  a  beiglit  to  hm  thv 
means  common  in  various  degmn  to  nil ;  it  will  bo 
the  noblest  as  the  mort  acceptable  sacrifico  you  have 
yot  made.  Your  own  nature,  chastened  and  glori* 
lied  by  the  high  convercB  it  Itas  held,  muat  bid 
you  do  your  duty  unselfishly,  devot^iUy.  1  find 
with  you  the  struggle,  the  bitterness,  und  thi<  loss, 
^'el  nothing  can  nrnke  tliis  world  for  us  an  aworad 
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9i  in  Utat  juu  h»pi><l  to  gun  nit^jbt  ba  di»- 

ipointmenU  lu  bittor  and  otorv  lingMiog  than  Ute 
trtaU  you  m&y  jei.  eocouotor  here.  The  beet  wid 
bappi«st  itn>  not  wnt  litther  to  enjoy,  but  to  do] 
&nd  tlic  only  ildiglit  wlitclt  furtunu  caDDOt  take 
from  us  16  tJte  innembraDce  Uiat  we  liave  ever  ud- 
flinchiugljT  doti«  our  <iuty,  lieigtiteo«d  in  enjoy- 
mcnt  by  every  peril  we  liave  darpd,  by  every  ncri- 
fici-  vre  have  made,  by  every  temptatiui  we  bave 
disraganled,  by  every  ol»tacle  we  have  ooni,ju<;red. 
For  younclf,  tlMm,  judgo  bttwmo  yourvelf,  und 
your  king,  and  Franco." 

Jeanne  was  still  aad  ;  but  Uie  harangue,  if  it  diil 
Dot  inipim  Iut,  at  li-uxt  giivo  her  lime  to  brook  her 
bittvr  disappointment.  Yet  t)i«  quailed  and  aiok- 
aned  under  tl>e  interminable  task. 

"If  whon  I  liod  nicb  aid  they  wookl  not  obey, 
ttiry  would  not  believ«  me  \"  ibo  xaid.  "  If  I  did 
not  too  well  know  the  hearts  of  those  wlio  are  witJi 
us,  1  would  pray  again  to  Hoaveu,  and  entjeat  that 
my  V'oic^  which  huva  not  lefl  mv  yet,  for  i-otiQM.'I 
to  »ome  new  entflrpriw  that  might  indeod  satisfy 
you.  But  that,  methinke,  will  not  be.  Console 
yourself  in  this,  noble  king,  that  ttney  stiU  speak  to 
me  of  increasing  prosperity,  of  the  discomfiture  of 
your  foes,  of  the  full  restoration  of  the  French 
kingdom  in  your  persoo.     But  wluit  can  I  now  ?" 

"All,  by  remaining  with  us!"  n-p)i>iHl  Charies 
for  himself;  "  you  are  the  sign  by  which  tliew> 
prophcciM  are  believed ;  you  arv  our  Kofeguard,  and 

Ka  English  twror }  go,  and  it  shall  Mwm  to  all 
at  our  Buccen  departs  with  you.    BdJering  in 
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the  sure  acDoinplUhnteot  of  your  own  prafiliMit*, 
yciu  ni'vi'r  )>av«  neglected  tlie  meane.  But  I  wil' 
nut  reaEOQ  witli  you,  tor  I  con  add  uotitiiig  to  my 
dear  lord  of  Cavtrvs.  I  will  ask  yon,  not  as  pu; 
king,  but  as  your  friend,  not  to  dcwrt  mv  now.bui 
to  witnuM  with  me,  and  U)  help  the  great  e*rab 
which  are  to  oome." 

Jeanne  turned  aside  her  heed  for  n  fow  minuio 
in  Hikrnce,  uid  wiped  her  brow  aiid  the  loan  fnci 
her  eyes,  th«n,  lookingMgain  on  Churtee  witit  calm- 
ne»,  and  an  attempted  smile,  slie  said,  "  My  put 
is  only  to  obey." 

CharW  h«W  her  by  the  hand.  '» Whellwr  ytm 
speak  the  words  of  your  lx>ly  council  or  your  own, 
they  ntuill  over  be  li^tencvl  to  with  rcvurcocr  ud 
regard,"  nid  Uw  king.  "  For  my  fuike.  and  that 
men  may  see  how  we  prixo  you,  Dot  tri  gratify 
wishes  which  I  know  you  have  not,  your  HtJttM  and 
houitehold  iihull  be  t)int  of  a  Count.  On  our  re- 
turn, your  command  shall  bo  ind«petHlent  and 
alone,  if  so  you  desire  it,  or  osastml  by  nicli  u 
yourself  may  cttootte.  Nobili^  shall  not  be  your's 
alone,  but  ext«>ndv<)  to  «-vpry  in«mWr  of  your  Ikhu* 
your  fatlier,  and  your  brotltert,  nay,  even  nil  d» 
wendnnt!!  in  the  female  line,  shall  poaaess  ntid  coa 
fer  it  upon  tWir'H ;  the  nanvc  you  bear  shall  bt 
changed  to  one,  a  memorinl  of  the  gratitude  td 
Prance ;  and  as  to  your  brothers,  we  gniDt  ar- 
morial bearingM,  near  to  and  part  of  our  own.  to 
•hall  they  and  tlieir's  bear  tho  noma  of  Da  Ly». 
More,  that  all  the  companions  of  your  youth,  the 
dtarere  of  your  early  luvt.',  inuy  havr  part  io  your 
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hikI  be  ntwnrdod,  m  jrou  will  not  euff^^r 
to  reward  you ;  your  Dativ«  viUage  riiall  be  ex* 
enipt.  from  all  tax  for  ever,  that  its  people  may  find 
ill  you  tti«ir  bl<»Ming  as  llK-ir  glory." 

Jeanne's  nippmsec)  tears  now  fell  fast.  "  I  did 
not  menn  to  opprm  you  by  a  pompous  recital  of 
intenta,  which,  as  the  time  comas,  shall  be  duly 
h  cxpeditvl,"  said  Charles,  preventing  herr<*ply; 
"  but  I  wi»h«l  to  shew  you  tliat  I  Imd  somewhat 
studied  the  generosity  of  your  own  wishi.'s,  and 
striven  to  act  as  ynu  would  have  suggested  your 
own  pl«Murcs  to  yourw-lf.  So  Ihi'  valk-y  of  l>ou>- 
remy  shall  sinik>,  even  without  its  lieroine,  and  all 
n'm«ml»r  and  rojoicv  in  you,  though  titey  do  not 
yet  ngain  betiold  you."     With  tliat  lie  left  Iter, 

Jeanne  returned  to  her  fother  and  mutlifr  and 
Dunuid  l^ajiart.  By  tiie  king's  care  they  wen* 
alrpady  provided  for  tlicir  rutum,  lad><ii  with  «ueh 
gifts  BBtothemaeemedwealth,and  were  rich  in  thvir 
content,  and  charged  by  D'Auloo,  who,  by  the  king's 
exproas  oommand,  had  undertakt-n  thi*  misrion,  to 
uSer  no  obstacle  to  their  daughter's  remaining 
where  her  service's  were  nf^txi.  Thii  was  w.ll 
done  in  part,  for  it  'piir^l  her  the  pain  of  iin|mrtiiig 
what  more  and  more  affected  her,  and  what,  to 
the  little  circle  which  she  lia<l  rauwd  to  be  drawn 
round  her  at  her  parents'  k>dging  in  to  diffen>nt  a 
j  hope,  even  her  constancy  might  have  found  it  diffi- 
cult  to  declare. 

Not  only  vtert  Pierre  and  Jean  there,  but  Jean 
Mortal,  tier  godfather,  wlw  Itad  joined  ue  at  Chalont, 
and  the  mayor   Aubery,  my  uncle  Conrardin  de 
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Hpinal,  aiid  even  myself,  Pierre  had  cIioro  itiU 
Id  follow  lii*  mttx'6  fortunes,  antl  Jvui  <mm  re- 
joicing •luud  in  the  promtw  he  liod  receive*),  tbd 
wliii^li  Ilia  promtee,  lo  this  mareli,  hnd  ju»tiG«Hl,  thit 
111'  nhuutil  now  becooie  the  pupil  nf  Rohi-rt  Ae 
Bitudrioourt,  at  Vntuviulenr*,  ihut,  when  that  Ito- 
noured  officer  slioukl  be  placed  in  ahighrrr  po«1,J«B 
might  W  tit  to  succeed  him,  and  enjoy  tJw  higbttt 
honour  in  his  iintivf  platv. 

Isabel  wept  tenderly,  and  cmbmoed  her  daug^lvfl 
afTttiii  and  again.     "  Goii  only  knows  whnn  we  iball  " 
inevt,  my  child  t  1  had  HWo<>t  ilreama,  but  wv  an 
born  to  submit ;  be  you  luippy  tiliererer  yini  are, 
and  we  will  be  content  in  that." 

Jocijuw  inbvpiwd  :  "  Slw  is  very  iJmu-  to 
h«  (aid ;  "  the  niore  so  tluit  I  once  did  bar 
wrong ;  but  do  we  not  leave  bar  to  honour,  such 
ito  woman  in  PraDCe  ever  gninKl?    is  not  her  very 
name  now  an  honour  to  us?      It  wu  folly;    and 
ttw  misery  which  comes  of  it,  that  1  fe«rml  fnr  har 
tJio  sepamtion  for  a  time — we  must  bear  ;  I  he  king 
himsulf  asks  it  of  us.     It  is  but  that,  but  that,  nn< 
then  how  will  we  all  welcome  her  ■gain  to  Uoni 
reniy !"     J«int>e  riglted. 

"  So  il  RiuM  he !  to  it  mu*t  be  !"  mid  Uumtxl 
Laxart,  "  but  it  is  strange.  I  helped  her  to  depart 
whan  there  was  groat  dangar,  and  when  all  aeeniK) 
impossible,  if  emit  but  cbedted  at  it  for  a  monirnt ; 
and  now  I  would  have  Iter,  as  she  heraelf  would  be 
at  home  and  witli  us,  and  guard  Iter,  and  kive  her 
there."     Jeuine  Ihrt-w  Ix'rH-lf  upn  his  neck. 

But  sIm  aoon  rrgaioed  lier  wli-<.'ommatuJ. 


u  are, 

ich  ai^ 

id 
>r 

;| 
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decision  was  taken ;  she  had  only  to  abide  it. 
Such  Httle  remembrances  as  she  had  to  give,  she 
freely  bestowed  on  all ;  having,  so  simple  was  her 
store,  nothing  to  give  to  Jean  Morel  but  the  red 
clothes  which  she  had  worn  on  her  journey,  and 
which  were  now,  by  the  king's  command,  changed 
for  satin  and  cloth  of  gold. 

And  then  she  came  to  me.  "  We  are  strangers 
now  no  longer,"  she  said ;  *'  you  shall,  if  you  will 
be  so,  be  to  me  the  remembrance  of  my  home.  If 
it  be  not  fit  to  appoint  you  of  my  household,  you 
shall  have  honourable  charge  in  my  company,  such 
as  your  actions  have  well  won.  Will  yon  accept 
this  in  singleness  of  purpose  as  it  is  given,  and  in 
the  honour  and  trust  due  from  friend  to  friend?" 

My  heart  leaped  into  my  mouth.  I  stammered 
forth  uncouth  thanks,  but  they  were  true  ones.  I 
fully  understood  the  pledge  she  required ;  I  un- 
rquivocally  gave  it. 

A  few  days  afterwards  we  led  Rheims ;  1  and 
Pierre,  in  Jeanne's  inmiediate  following,  marching 
with  the  king  to  Soissons,  the  rest  returning,  full 
of  athousand  conflicting  thoughts  of  joy  and  sorrow, 
to  the  valley  of  tlie  Meuse. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 


Till  king  had  petfomttyl  Uv>  pilgrimage  which' 
bcliflvfl  to  impart  to  our  nionarvhs  Uio  pririlegv  i 
heaUog  th«  "king's  evil,"  emd  vn  were  on  our  road  bi 
take  po«M»«on  of  Soi«Eon*,  Coinpi^ae,  and 
muiy  towns  which  instantiy  declaied  for  bis 
on  receiving  Uw  nnwit  of  hit  coronation . 

Among  the  manj  others,  the  citizens  of  B«ait4 
had  invitad  his  praaence  in  spite  of  the  parsuaaian 
of  thfiir  Count  and  Bishop,  V'wm>  Catidion,  n  mui 
who  ownl  his  post  fortunet  to  th»  Bngluh,  ani 
fxpi'ctfd  from  th«in  still  greater  admncrment 
Prom  hi*  proAont  see,  Itowcvi'r,  hla  f^I1nwH;iti2i>ni 
chased  him  with  ignominy,  and  tho  Iom  of  his  good*^ 
and  revenues,  which  submission  to  his  liegc-lonl,^ 
nod  an  npiMtal  to  hiii  m-vcr- failing  clenwncy,  wnuld 
havo  suvi*d.  As  it  was,  with  thv  cry  of  the  Maidru 
of  Orl«an6  in  their  mouths,  his  peoplo  hootud  liim 
fniin  his  territory. 

But  till*  (Ii.v<ts  of  Cluirk>«  and  his  anny  am  put 
of  the  History  of  Franco,  nod  probably  I  have  al- 
ready burthened  my  narrativo  with  such  public 
nwtttrt  as  Uit  old  amoc^  us  roiMmibar,  and  ihn 


TUB  MMD  OP  OELEKNS. 


181 


ung  haw  dilignntiy  inquired  of,  not  ungratel^illy 
DJofiDg  their  rosulU  at  tbb  day.  It  w  only  Cor 
mn  to  allude  to  thoee  events,  which  afTected  the 
feelings  »im)  fortunn  of  Jciutnir  and  \wr  itiiiiK.'diattt 
friciidK,  aiid  preventfid  or  auist«d  my  own  means 
of  narrating  them. 

ThuK  I  pan  the  day  at  Mont  Pilocr,  wWn 
Bndford  led  forth  the  English  and  Burgundian 
forc«s,  and  the  two  armies  kept  in  sight  of  one 
another,  at  the  distance  ot  half  a  league,  for  an 
entire  day :  the  English,  however,  in  a  well  en- 
trenched  as  well  aji  an  ably  chosen  poaition,  from 
which  no  i-lmllenge  of  the  king's,  or  even  tlte  hot 
aod  continued  Kkiraiiili,  almoct  in  itself  a  battle, 
could  draw  tliem . 

.\tnong  th«  ekinnishers,  Jmium  fouglit  with  all 
her  accuBtomed  bravery  and  strength,  doing,  as  her 
rivala  still  declared,  tlie  work  of  three  raliant  and 
well-nkillod  knights  ;  and  La  Tremouillc  madfi  his 
final  Miay  as  a  soldier,  being  quickly  unhorwd, 
and  brought,  bruised  and  discoinfitad,  bark  tn  his 
tent. 

Thv  war  resembled  a  mighty  sra,  un  which  the 
wind  sometimes  veered,  and  fell  calm,  but  of  which 
the  steady  and  constant  current  bore  on  witli  re- 
«i*tloBS  ndrantugo  on  the  tide  of  tlte  French,  win- 
ning daily  by  palpable  advantages,  or  by  the  silent 
conviction  of  men  which  prepared  them. 

Jeanne  had  not  oidy  regained  her  fomn'r  ijiirits, 
hut  even  seamed  more  calm  and  rvsigncl  than 
before,  after  a  few  daya,  principally  of  confcri'nce 
with  Jcun  Paaquerel,  who  still  constantly  atleoded, 
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and  wlioae  good  influences  did  much  to  diipd  tkl 
dM]»iiriii^  glooin.  wltirh,  for  a  few  dajm  tftw  our 
depurtuni  from  Rheimft,  she  could  not  avoid  «(«- 
Nionally  betraying.  She  fully  and  lionoatly  »«miim1 
hiT  n<-w  tusk,  to  uuit  and  to  obey  ;  coonid  iki 
only  gave  when  it  «•>  required  of  her,  andnowntl 
of  impatiience  vrould  she  sofior  to  patt  bor  bp*> 
though  duriaion  jtotnetimes  eate  upon  tiima  tn  cilfWi. 
uid  ))i>r  chcfk  cnnwDed,  and  li«r  eye  floahed,  i> 
the  palterings  of  folly,  indeciuou,  delay,  or  wtfiA- 

lUiSS. 

An  onMMi,  which,  at  any  other  tiine,  migbt  bam 
aiffcttKl  her.  stM-wod,  in  the  disn^urd  she  paid  to 
it,  tJie  kind  of  roeignuLtion  »he  had  achi(>vod.  U 
cbastisiDg  a  breach  <^  those  moral  lawo,  whidi  itM 
held  moet  needful  to  propitiate  thw  fat-our  at 
Heaven  on  the  ho«t,  as  well  an  to  maintain  iu  ijiiril 
of  triw  and  conscicotioux  cnUiuaiusm,  Uu>  swonl. 
which  aht!  had  selected,  some  say  miraruluuBly,  ai 
Ivast,  by  a  stmuge  coincidence  of  fact  with  tnut^ftna- 
tion,  which  had  produced  the  effect  uf  a  miradtv 
was  broken.  The  token  affwted  Clioriaa,  who  tna 
reprovi!<l  her,  and  told  her  that  she  should  have  und 
a  stick,  and  ttpared  that  weapon  for  uoblur  deadtt 
slie  did  not  mock  his  rcTOrencc  for  the  wi-apiiU(  but 
told  him  that  she  would  win  another  from  Iiib  «s«- 
niies  that  should  verve  her  as  well ;  a  boast  whicb 
slie  did  not  make  in  vain.  ^ 

As  Chitrliiv  luul  ftvfd  Ute  city  where  his  aocn-H 
tore  had  been  crowned,  so  ho  won  tlwir  burial- 
place  from  his  foes :  aiul,  for  tiie  first  titn>-,  visited 
the  resting-place  of  hia  own  fttther,  in  thi.-  etataty 
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nbiyey  of  St,  l>nU.  To  his  genemU,  nothing  now 
ttecm^d  to  remBin  as  n  prizo  equa)  in  importance  to 
PwiH  ilDulf }  «ncl  tliiit,  Bedford  having  Ix'i'n  olilijjwl, 
hy  motives  of  conciliation,  to  yield  its  guard  to  hie 
hrotlier-in-law,  tlie  Duke  of  Burgundy,  who  liad 
again  entruitted  it  to  hi«  li«>utcitant«,  iccmud  a 
nwttvr  not  impossible  to  compass.  Was  it  to  ntam 
that  they  oeedMl  a  nobler  leading  than  their  own 
that  the  enterprise  di<l  not  ttuccccd  ?  that  itrihroken 
Ruccen  »bould  only  bo  thi'  meed  of  uitwlfi«li  ititd 
con»Rt«nt  vinue  P 

Thi;  g«neml«  could  not  even  understand  fVom 
h*r  tJ«'  principlsB  upon  which  she  had  merited  and 
achieved  succcm.  It  was  the  nativity  of  the  ViT;gin, 
one  of  ttioic  holy  days  which  ttlie  had  always  re- 
tpeeted  in  the  charity  of  their  institution.  Tliey 
projMised  the  attack  because  it  would  be  ttte  lea 
ex  [vected. 

Por  tl>e  finrt  tinw  since  die  entry  of  Kheimn,  she 
ex|KWtulRted,  entrctttod,  but  it  r«)uirvd  the  power 
of  energetic  command,  which  she  no  longer  thought 
fit  to  display,  to  mo\-e  them  from  their  purpose, 
'lite  niocoM  of  other  enterpriwes  had  modi!  tlMtm 
bold,  lift  Hire  had  ta)ccn  Chateau  GailLurd,  near 
the  very  stronghotd  of  tlie  Gogtish,  Rouen  ;  and 
even  ho  did  nut  give  Iver  hia  wonted  «up]M>rt  in  the 
council. 

'lite  Count  of  Venddmo  and  Aien^on  led  the 
attack ;  diey  had  adopted  all  that  she  bad  pfBc- 
ii*c<l  it)  ptrqwring.  aa  before  Tnym,  an  tmrnensa 
<{ii»ntity  of  material  for  tin'  filling  of  t)ic  ditches, 
hut  it  was  not  now  assnnbled  under  the  very  gaze 
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of  tfae  enemy,  but  brought  in  carts  from  «  diitoan. 
We  of  her  own  unm«dute  comjiony  pnpuv>i  ' 
the  attempt  in  silent  confidence!  in  itur  Irailcr; 
tliough  ehv  wu  ann«d  for  Uw  eonflicrt,  sh*  i^' 
no  word  of  her  accuEtocneil  cheer.     We  knnw  nrf 
Uivn  llmt  shie  had  consulted   tirr  \'oic«v,  uitl  litAt 
they  hw)  nifuiwd  dl  raunsel  Bud  prutMtion,  < 
that  it   was  only   by   tlw   mingled  entrmty  oi" 
command  of  Charles,  won  fruni   him   by  tlw  ur- 
gmt  clamour  of  hia  laadan,  thnt  «lie  (leviitnl  Iwr- 
wlf  to  thu  deed. 

But  it  was  with  unfetgnnl  sorrow,  tint  I  br«nl 
from  my  old  friend  Tliierry,  that  u  prophecy  w» 
spread  tlirough  tlx!  army,  om  from  tier,  tttat  b; 
nightfall  we  should  enter  Pari*.  I  km've  tbi-  iitl*^- 
iHiod  of  this,  and  suspected  tlte  misonihlc  ]■  "■ 
ltd  iiivfutor*.  I  even  deniiHl  it  to  htni,-l>ii  i 
(hat  it  miglit  brii^  a  gronler  ihuiger  than  it  would 
avert,  to  spread  an  actave  c»ntradir.tioo.  tike  a  panic, 
through  the  host. 

From  tlio  hitU  of  Moiitmartn  wa  lookm)  i^oa 
the  queen-i-ily  of  Pranor,  bimJ  couUl  cvon  ilpw-rf  J 
•oine  of  the  commotian  occasioned  by  our  apiittMwliffl 
for  the  inarch  aiid  n^tum  of  tn>ops,  imUrutod  by 
their  banners,  werv  dittingukiiabli*  on  Uw  wollt^ 
und  in  fonui  of  the  etmrts,  tliwugh  we  could  not  wit>fl 
ness  the  terror  of  the  citizen*,  shared  by  Ik-t,  ImiImM 
of  Bavana,  one  of  the  first  cauw*  of  all  this  blonl- 
dMxl,  w)io  in  IIm  Hdtol  de  St.  Paul  awaited  tlir  iseuit 
of  a  day  whirli  might  deliver  her  a  prisun<>r  tn  hvr 
own  wrongeil  and  hated  son. 

Tti«  first  attack  was  made  upon  th"  barrivr  aod 
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tnilvark  of  St.  Honors,  wh«re  the  maiden  took  a 
swor<l  frotn  n  Burgundian  whom  she  diBCom£t«I. 
aud  with  it  aided  tlw  utlurr  chirrfit  to  drive  the 
Kiiglidi  and  BurgundinnK  wiUiin  their  main  en- 
trenchnietits.  AmbuEhee  had  been  laid  bjr  the 
Count  de  Clermont  for  such  as  might  sally  from 
tlii>  town,  but  the  gairivoii  Wpt  b«hi»d  thoir  walls, 
and  upon  them  the  French  appeared  unable  to 
make  impremion. 

It  was  alter  this  forced  truoe  of  more  than  an  hour, 
w)it!i)  t)M^  artillery  alono  hod  bocn  uxtl  to  purjxxu', 
and  tliat  incapable  of  yet  making  a  breach,  that  all 
eyes  were  involuntarily  turned  towards  the  maiden. 
Tho  li>«(Iers  clmm  for  their  spoakt-r  the  subtle  and 
unblushing  De  Rays,  who  had  be^n  the  headiest  in 
urging  the  attempt,  and  was  moat  dee{dy  pledged 
to  Cltarles  for  its  nicceaa. 

''It  waH  well  adviwd  of  me,"  he  aoid,  in  the 
courtly  lore  of  which  he  was  full  matter,  "  that 
w«  should  urge  you  to  accompany  us ;  no  banner 
leads  to  victory  but  your's ;  the  army  wait*  for  its 
wonted  itgnal,  under  which  it  ts  so  accustomed  to 
ooaquer,  that  our  men  look  upon  it  as  needful  to 
•uccms." 

"Let  it  not  deceire  them  now,"  answered  the 
maiden ;  "  I  will  have  it  borne  forward,  as  is  due 
to  roy  •Ili'giaiKA,  but  tin*  trust  tliey  put  in  it  is  but 
in  an  arm  us  frail  as  their  own."  That  day  it  was  in 
my  hands;  "On  litis  day,"  she  had  said  to  me,  "  it 
might  endangor  a  ehild  to  boar  it.*'  and  she  knew 
that  with  her  I  would  sliar^  danger  reckteuly, 
"  tliougfa  why,"  sheaddMl,  "should  I  give  the  peril 
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of  death  to  my  beat  friootU  fur  tlieir  eftka?    U  ■> 
noteoough  that  1  am  wilUi^  to  b«  tlietr  rnaiia^ 
I  bore  Um  standard  forward  as  «lw  badttw.ud 
ttu!  old  vtiufgy  Msmed   to    tvvive  witli  tin  Ml 
The  shout  soonded  a«  at  Orleans,  at  Jt-rpnii,  U 
TrofeBiOnd  tho anny  pressed  wiUi  it  t<iUw>  vd(i<i^ 
tho  double  ditch.    Tba  materials  for  bttiag  it  <»*<* 
advanced  at  the  mow  time,  but  Ibe  outer  Utw  d  ■' 
WA  dry,  and  under  a  sliow^r  of  missUt's  wliit^i  W 
litUc  vS'ixt  ti]ioa  an  nrmuur  of  proof,  our  pari»o^^ 
and  targets,  wo  gained  the  ridge,  called  Ltt  forUi- 
cation  the  obi's  back,  which  divided   th»  twobul- 
lows.     The  next  wn»  deep  and  full   of  water,  asJ 
■he  called  again    and  ugun  to  hi>r    fbllowerB  ti< 
haetao  Um  filling  of  it,  while,  ■taoding  on  tlie  lidgt 
Iwrwlf,  she  sounded  at  riturt  intttrvnU   with  ite 
staff  of  her  lance  to  tr;  how  fiu  ihey  J'et  went  (nio 
the  path  which  should  lead  to  Iter  despemte  «ffa\. 
The  &tal  ttondatd,  whoso  advance  they  belimal 
to  bu  the  ftignal  for  tlwir  destructioo,  had  fiUsd 
maay  of  the  lalse  FWnch  with  terror,  and  they  laa 
tuinultuoualy  from  strort.  to  stnwt,  crriuff  tliat  all 
was  loct,  and  tliat  the  maiden  Wl  dt-votjnl  ihem 
to  death:  but  tlic  English  and   Burguiidions  on 
tJte  walla  heard  their  clamours  with  Lbi<  furj'  of  a 
sharpL-ned  hate.     "  Strike  tlic  foul   soroerwa  I" 
"Clouvr  her  otondnrd  to  the  dust  I"     «•  ToJw  do 
other  aim  but  against  hvrl"  was  the  cry  uf  the 
leodem  from  tlie  wall>,  but  Iter  arms  of  proof  long 
Raisti,>d  all  tlieir  missiles.    Hum,  (ma  the  towwt 
of  the  gaU>  of  St.  D«ni9>  on  one  side,  and  from  a 
round  tower  on  the  oUier,  the  garriMn  opaotd  a 
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uilvniiciHgt  inactive  under  <)uigor,  wliicti  maidv 
'llieui  waroTt  and  openly  were  exptreatod  wiihe* 
that  the  path  were  complete,  and  tlie  conflict  begun 
itaad  to  hand.  Jouine  again  came  tn  the  very 
varge  to  try  tlie  depth  yet  to  be  filled  up,  when  an 
arrow  from  a  cn)a<*bow  pien-r<il  tlirouglt  the  steel 
jupon  flic  woni,  and  tnuwRxed  her  tbigh. 

It  was  tinpotaible  to  conceal  a  wound  wbich 
threw  iM-r  on  her  knee,  hut  she  itrti^lod  iigain  to 
her  fiiet.  "On  I  on  I  qukk  I"  elie  cried;  "if  I  ditf 
here,  so  Paris  be  taken,  heed  me  not,  I  am  well 
ooDtent"  Anothnr  arrow  struck  tne  in  the  loot  uk 
1  had  prowed  close  by  hor  side,  and,  as  I  opened 
the  liaor  of  my  bebiwt  to  see  to  draw  it  from  the 
wound,  a  wcoix)  cloft  the  lower  jaw,  and  issued  at 
tlie  back  of  my  thruat  I  fell  with  the  gtandaril  to 
the  bottom  of  the  outer  ditrli,  and  tluit  proof  of 
danger  and  omen  of  loes  seen  by  all  our  host,  they 
began  irresolutely  to  draw  from  the  ground. 

I  by  writhing,  speochk-ss,  helpless,  and  none 
dared  answer  to  the  heroine's  call  to  maintain  the 
footing  on  the  ridge.  Shf  hentelf,  weak  with  pain 
and  loss  of  blood,  ut  Inn^b  sunk  from  it,  but  ubi- 
endeavoured  to  direct  her  staggering  pace  towards 
me.  She  took  Um'  standard  from  my  nervalns  arm 
and  wound  it  round  her  own,  then,  sbeltsred  by 
the  ridge  from  the  shot  of  thn  f nemy.  she  diHpoMHl 
her  wounded  limb  at  ita  best  ease,  and  pn.>pan>d  tn 
die  deftoding  br  banner  against  tlie  foe,  whom  she 
Mcpeot«l  to  sally. 

Party  nfler  party  oame  up  to  persuade  her  to  r«- 
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beat,  but,  while  tlwy  stood  orect,  the  Miw^d* ' 
snrany,  wtiirh  thvr  could  oot  return,  aore  gili^) 
tbero,  and  they  were  successively  put  lo 
To  all,  in  tlte  intarrgJs  of  faintness  wfaidi 
me  to  listen,  I  liourd  bor  give  the  wtrtw 
"  No  j  DO  !  I  WBB  bidden  to  the  walls  of 
the  king !  B««r  rae  formu-il  if  you  can  I  no  ilqi 
in  rt'trcttl.  My  lifv  u  vredclotl  to  thi*  kiiu'*  1» 
luDeB,  why  should  1  keep  it  if  ihey  do  not  pnwpwr 
bet  my  own  blood  liere  be  the  la«t  that  I  shall  m* 
pourad  out,  and  tint  of  my  poor  good  Jomm 
Alain  !" 

"  Ay,  let  her  rest  I"  I  heard  one  uy  ;  <■  ehv  pro- 
mised  ujt  Paris  to-oight ;  wc  what  we  have  initad 
of  good  plunder  !"  It  was  tlie  voice  of  Canuuo^ 
w1k>  liad  wandered  UiitJicr  for  prey,  even  fwm  ihr 
woundml  and  dying  of  his  own  side ;  but  it  vtopwti 
Huddctily,  an  arrow  had  answered  hie  apmal,  owl 
laid  liim  dead  before  hor  whom  he  reviled. 

Still  thi;  expect»l  sally  come  not  The  Engtiib 
were  too  well  eatislied  with  succeasfiil  d«f*no*  li> 
run  any  risk  that  might  comproiniKe  their  Ibrtuum, 
for  the  FVencb  forces  yet  hovered  near  the  Geld, 
and  aoroe  small  parties  watched  urar  the  wmlk, 
pn'hapt  tn  provokv  a  opomingly  unequaJ  combat, 
which  might  turn  eventually  as  much  agaiosi  the 
assailants  in  point  of  numbers  as  it  at  Sret  nppaaird 
to  be  in  ihi-ir  favour. 

But  Uie  night  was  closing  in,  and  those  atjll  tDor* 
to  be  dreaded  than  the  soldiers  of  tlieenoiay  might 
be  pxpect«l  in  such  phindi'ren  a*  Caraaeo,  ur  vna 
the  starved  and  exasperat^id  peasantry  of  tlwnri^ 
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bourhood,  glad  to  unite  on  anjr  rpsoun*,  howcnrr 
horri))l«,  to  alleviate  Uw  ileKpalr  of  want  an<l  liun- 
^■■^  I  was  yet  cun&ciouB,  tliougb  incapable  of 
^^^Hdu,  wImii  Ali;ii$vn  liiinaclf,  ut  Uw  head  of  a  fbw 
brav«  followttrs.  oune  tu  the  spot. 

"  It  is  llie  lung's  comniBnd  that  jou  return  witli 
us,  Jeann«,"  hecried.  "  Have  you  no friviuU,  itune 
that  yuu  ion,  ooae  tlutt  would  idoutd  jou,  that 
you  tlius  yiold  to  deepaii?" 

"  Lvave  ute  1  Wve  me !  I  shall  soon  be  dis- 
iiutiwd  frum  pain,"'  sh«  answered. 

"  Vol!  can  no  more  oppuw  your  friends  than 
your  anemiea  now,"  said  AIvii^mi,  aiul,  at  his  aig- 
ual,  •]»  wus  mised  from  the  gnniiul,  curufully 
guarded  against  all  exposure  to  any  who  might  yet 
watch  to  fire  from  the  walla. 

'*  My  ■tandunl-U'ianT,  Jnctiuea  Alain!"  slie 
munnurod. 

"  Poor  fellow  1  be  is  dead,"  taid  Aien^on,  who 
himwlf  appruaclied  me,  and,  indeed,  I  could  shew 
no  aigu  of  life  vtrong  vituugh  to  stay  tliein,  or  to 
entrvnt  tliein  to  asnst  me. 

I  lay  some  hours,  as  I  suppuso,  M>ni«timtt9  en- 
tranced, soawdmee  conscious,  when,  at  kngtii,  I 
felt  a  hand  upon  nie,  and  1  ahnost  thanked  the 
Uuw  I  ap[»ebendi<d,  wliit.^h  wuuld  probably  end  my 
Life  tu  secure  the  spoil,  when  I  saw  in  the  niuoii- 
Itghl  tliat  the  face  above  me  was  that  of  a  bunign 
old  man.  The  strength  and  wonder  of  recollec- 
tion mad«  me,  |wrtuip«,  uipable  of  an  effort  which 
1  uiuld  Dot  else  have  made,  for  it  was  the  liermit 
uf  Dreux  whom  (  saw. 
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■"  Here  ia  one  whom  I  nuty  save,"  br  Mui.o' 
Ttbuffing  tho  Btmw  witb  difEctilty  frocn  tbe  wwi 
ramovlog  Uie  Iwlmnt  fmin  my  brad,  and  itudai 
tbe  blotxt  aswo'll  us  1m*  was  abW,  he  inJMil  ini,  t* 
the  niglil-nir  came  cool  and  ivfreeliiDg  ujuo  af 
(woe.  Sbjwly,  at^altbil;,  ami  vwr  oatl  umia  mA«- 
ing  me  to  ropoM  wber*  iUl-  uucvod  gniuDil  p» 
tected  me  frotn  observution,  he  witlidreir  mt  bw 
tli«  iniiuediate  acene  of  elaughu-r.  Bui  befaaW 
to  take  llie  direction  of  tbe  army  j  he  k^pt  oa  tb 
Dorlhern  bonk  of  th«  Seine,  to  tbe  «ul,  wtwn  H 
length  he  placed  me  in  a  small  boat,  which  Im  m 
Htill  vigorous  enough  to  row  briakly,  and 
uK>rnii)g.  iuded  by  Die  cuirent,  wi-  had 
caveni,  prutectod  from  nil  otwervatJon  hy  the  om* 
liungitig  ljU!iheB,and  apprvachable  only  by  a  few  i 
row  Mte[»^  where  he  undertook  tlie  loag  and  tcdun 
and,  at  6r>t,  ahnost  liopeleai  task  of  my  vwtn. 

JeantM'B  recovery  wa»  compomtiTely  ipaedri 
i»er  ubatinenoe,  »tid  tlw  high  tone  of  her 
tuialtii  DOW,  u  on  formor  occasions,  were  in  tb«o* 
selves  alniu^t  eufEcient  remudiee.  8he  oAomd.  i 
was  tJie  custom,  1h^  arms  to  the  churdt  of 
Douis,  in  acknowledgnumt  of  Iter  rettored 
and  she  once  more  urged  upon  tlio  king  her  dcain' 
to  return  to  ber  itadve  vnUage.  But  ChwriM  to 
gracefully  took  upon  himself  the  blnme  of  failure, 
cMtotated  kt>  oarniHtly  hi*  need  of  ber  jnvMnce,  wad 
gave  10  many  tokens  of  real  inUurv^t  in  her  mjafor- 
tune,  that  site  avoided  the  poradu  of  yiekling,  br 
nut  too  atrougly  pressing  her  wish.  In  the  king's 
vompany  she  returned  to  tiis  court  at  Bourges,  ths 
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<]u*'i'ii  having  mM  thrm  on  the  nod,  ftnd  Jeanne 
liuving  \wi  till!  dvlight  to  peroeJve  Uint  the  king 
tJ«at<*(I  Iht  both  with  honour  iLtid  conlialit^,  if  not 
with  aliBotute  aSection,  changing  his  inu-nded 
course  to  Chition,  th«t  he  might  prove  hii  value  for 
her  looiety.  Wheiwcr  the  dclivertjr  of  Frant* 
pBMed,  no  word  was  heard  but  of  honour  luul  gra- 
tulittioD. 

'I'o  t}»e  people  her  URi  apjwared  one  course  of 
unmixed  glorjr  and  suci-«k«  lor  horaotf,  of  welfiu« 
and  «afety  to  them.  Thejr  came  that  ehe  might 
lay  her  hands  upon  them  for  a  bWesing,  but  when 
she  might  site  checked  their  ni[>erst)tion,  or  amilvd 
at  it  with  liflr  noble  hoile«i,  Miii^erite  df  U 
louroulde,  tlte  wife  of  the  king's  rectrivor,  with 
wliom  ftlie  temained  at  Bourges,  saying  to  her  :^ 
"  Touch  ihwn  yourntlf  j  your  toucli  will  do  tlwim  ta 
much  good  oa  mine." 

Still  places  were  yielding  to  the  king's  foicms  in 
every  [Nirt  of  hi*  n-alm  ;  btil  one  branch  of  the  lx>ire 
remoiiM-il  ywl  in  Um"  power  of  ht»  enemies,  Uuit  to 
the  east  of  Bourges,  where  tlie  towns  of  St.  Pierre 
te  Moutier  and  Charity  but  Loire  were  held  by  his 
<«uimieii.  Her  own  <le:<ire  was  to  lead  an  inde- 
pendent forC4*  into  tliv  isle  of  l->ance. 

Paiia  was  becomingdaily  mote  Mraitened,  and  its 
iahdatanta  were  ]>eiit  within  iti  walk,  uMd)Wev«a 
to  draw  food  from  the  environs;  so  many  of  the 
iiaighbouring  forts  bniog  in  the  possenion  of  the 
tnu'  Fn.-nch,  that  it  wait  daageroui  to  quit  the 
gatee.  So  poor  was  the  KngK»h  tzeoeury,  Umt 
even  the  ofiicers  of  tti«  courts  of  juttiotf  werw  for 
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y«B»  uupaid,  and  it  wan  not   Umg  after  thU  tJM 
v«ry  public  records  wore  discuntuiuMl  tat  want 
panilimem,  or  the  oiettoB  of  purcbaaiug  it. 
were  formed  by  mere  iiect>auLy  for  tlie  itccw 
lite  peoplw  from  starvation,  by  Uio  rwugnilini 
thoir  lawful  princi',  aad,   though    Uwy  wan 
oowered,  the  open  proof  of  them    was  aluioft  m 
perilous  in  the  spirit  it  exhibited. 

It  oppuand  to  the  maiden  Uiat,  although  ■n-" 
■niglit  be  pcvnutare  agiUDBt  a  hand  of  men  tolr 
tile  more  remlute  fjrom  their  telyiag  aa  none  but 
tltvniwlTes,  it  niiglit  unly  be  neoe«sary  to  watch  ttt 
ovanl  wliidi  wiu  preparing,  and  a«9i«t  it  witii 
slight  suL-cour,  that  Chailui  might  ruk*  in  IL* 
capital  of  his  kii^^m.  But  Hhu  no  loii^prr  »• 
ainttid  upon  her  own  vimn.  Stui  accomiuoiMl  lb« 
ScigiiGur  d'Albret  id  tliu  favourite  prvjcct  uf  tbt 
council,  to  drive  the  Coglifli  Ircxu  C'luuiU  wt 
Loire,  and  St.  Pierre  1e  Mouder. 

At  tliti  laltiT,  whi>ji  all  wt!i.iiiiMl  hopulma,  hIm 
pented,  Hnd  wiUt  like  suouen,  tku  dt.'sperat*'  ofli 
she  had  made  at  Jergeau ;  but  at  La  CbariU^ 
fupous  sali>'  of  L1h>  garrisou,  aided  hy  a  stfatagM 
uf  the  bruvv  Puurrvt  GraiMOrt,  ttir  governor,  which 
Hprt'iul  ii)  Uk-  FrpDch  force  tho  belief  tJiat  i-    '~ 
lish  aroiy  approodied  to  the  reecue,  aavctl  I  .' 
Uer  return  U)  Bourget  wa«  hailed  witlt  undittutiiabwl 
mjoioing  o»  tliv  jiort  of  iIm  [wuide,  but  one  iacidaal 
iimdc  Iwr  welcome  deartir  than  all  tlMse  ■oolttOM- 
lioDS.    Charles  aiul  )ii:i  queen  received  lior  togi-tliori^l 
'nM>  king,  u|x»i  whooo  cause  good  fortune  puu/«d^^ 
OD  altoust  cvvry  side,  would  only  tuiigrnlulaiu  hw 
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on  the  gwri  of  ono  town,  ni)i]  nifuiiod  to  twar  or 
think  uf  fuilurB  hafan  thi>  other.  Hu  liinml  to 
Mary  of  Anjou  with  a  smile :  —  "  Well,"  Iw  suid, 
"  be  it  yourV  to  n^vo  the  inaidvn  tlie  pleasure  we 
have  ivBcrved  for  her." 

"  You  an*  gracious  at  last,"  replied  Mary,  "  but 
our  oonti'ntion  after  ull  vnw  iw  nt^cdUtcs  as  most 
cunt^ntions  ate,  since  we  may  both  enjoy  the  mme 
ileliglit,  Marie!  coiiw  forth, my  young  nameeake!" 
and  wilh  thai  from  an  inner  door  Marie  dn  la 
MuillernyvcBine  from  the  queen's  closet,  and  tlirvw 
herself  upoa  ttie  ni'ck  of  J<^aiine. 

"  Then!,"  cried  the  monarch,  "  is  ft  rebftl  whom 
none  but  yourself  caii  tame.  La  Tremouille  could 
make  noUiing  of  her  Wiirdiihip,  tliough  tu>  brought 
in  UiR  brave  La  .laille  to  assist  biro ;  yet  they  dealt 
with  me  rather  hardly  for  the  repurchase  of  the 
right  I  had  given  up ;  u  few  crowns  hnp[i<-iiccl  to 
hv  in  the  royal  treasury,  and  they  availed  them- 
selves of  Uie  oxtrcoTdinary  chance  to  keep  up  the 
price  of  this  heiress,  wh<>«e  lands,  to  be  6urp,  ar? 
once  more  under  our  own  dominion.  But  now  that 
I  have  Kpurchtmd  her,  I  fear  1  shall  be  a*  littla 
able  to  control  her  as  they  were ;  she  will  give  ber 
hand  to  whom  she  plouoa.  fonootli,  or  at  kwt  to 
no  other.  I  know  of  none  6t  to  hold  her  wardship 
but  one  who  has  discomfited  so  many  other  traitorv. 
Tike  her,  aixl  try  if  there  be  a  man  rash  enough 
to  eomjmund  will)  you  for  her  hand,  though,  by  tlie 
man  \  1  think  do  one  will  be  *»  bold  at  to  ven- 
ture it,  unleat  lie  were  of  your  own  blood." 

Mari«'s  vlieoki  were  crimson,  and  (he  clung  still 
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oloMr  to  h«r  now  guAnUan,  wbo  otUj  njiMt 
**  Your  highness  would  almost  pemutdo  me  to  | 
her  her  Ufaeitr  alte^th^r,   but  Uiat  I  think 
coratnutd  u  a  guardiiia  may  xpare  her  the  i 
of  her  own  conseDt.     But,  indeed,"  ahi 
more  «erioiisIy  to  0»p  rojal  pair.  "  IhU  i»  a  1 
whieh  1  deeply  h)e»  tad   thank  your 
which  two,  at  l«ast,  I  liope  shidl  live  many  jmn  I 
blew  you  for." 

Young  n«  botli  the  portiM  wnra,  no  one 
hay  obrtacle  in  Uie  way  of  the  immiediab*  unioo ' 
Pi«rT«  and  Marie,  which  Jeanne  hf^raclfi 
toned ;  for  th»  time,  which  had  bo^m  alwajaj 
in  )wT  visions  as  the  end  of  her  career  in 
near  its  expiration,  and  that  slit;  «uSer*cl  oo  1 
to  bang  over  Ui«  iuvinble  future  wnn  bast 
by  Iwr  cooitantly  and  calmly  provitliiu   for 
though  s)te  might  not  participate  in  its  ev^ntt. 

The  love  of  all  France,  tite  honour  which  ««m 
the  enemy  pnld  her  in  his  frars,  openly  avowwl  i* 
the  public  acts  nf  the  rtate,  a  huuauhoJd,  whkk^ 
had  site  been  of  the  royal  blood,  could  soarcely  hat* 
been  more  magnificent,  the  venonitjon  of  thoae  wbD 
nufrounded  her,  the  unlimited  favour  of  Imtt  am»- 
reigns,  tlic  means  of  alleviating  distross,  to  dlspm 
which  was  the  principal  offioe  of  John  of  NovdiB* 
pont,  who  still  held  his  pott  in  her  household,  tlv 
itnauUied  purity  of  coiiKieoce  so  mrvly  kept  in  Um 
winning  of  swh  advantage*,  Mwmed  to  prontiMi  ■ 
career  of  happiness  unrivalled  upon  enrtii.  But 
she  did  not  luxuriate  in  the  fortune  ahe  had 
achieved,  forgetful  r»f  the  duties  it  imposed. 
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In  BtCCf  pling  fiuch  marks  of  lavour  from  tite  king, 
slu  ooly  admitted  the  one  plea,  that  the  outward 
lustre  of  her  »ta,lt  wu  ncoewary  to  his  honour  and 
wrvioi!  i  Uk;  indopendant  command  by  wliidi  alic 
thought  &lie  could  beet  serve  liini  was  accorded  to 
her ;  such  treasure  as  could  be  aniasaed  was  given 
into  luir  hands,  for  the  pay  aod  sDtoriainioent  nf 
lier  tfoope.  Good  arms,  good  horses,  and  money 
for  Ills  service,  w«r«  all  she  ever  asked  of  Charles  [ 
Hieee  were  Iwr'e,  and  she  well  tuew  tliat  it  wa«  bcr 
duty  to  us0  them. 

Again  her  baamr  was  raised  in  the  face  of  hia 
enetiiit^v,  fjh«  ■hand  in  Ute  capture  of  Melun, 
the  BWge  of  Lagny  sur  Mame  was  raieed  almost 
by  ber  name,  and  Fronquol  d'Anas,  ttie  Burgun- 
dian,  was  vanquished,  nnd  taken  pricomir  by  Iivr  in 
tiie  field,  after  an  obstinate  and  doubtful  fight. 
Him,  whom  »\te  would  have  gladly  kept  to  ex- 
change for  ooo  of  the  lucUees  insurgents  who  had 
embriMd  the  king's  cause  in  Paris,  the  bailU  of 
Seulis  claimed  as  a  murderer  and  a  robber.  As 
the  leader  of  Uie  pillage  at  Domremy,  alie  did  not 
or  would  nut  recognize  him,  but  iho  inslunocs  of 
those  who  had  suffered  by  liig  other  outrages  forced 
her  to  yield. 

"  Tukit  htui,  and  adjudge  him  by  tlw  lawit,  and 
beware  that  your  own  enmity  mingle  not  witti  your 
deciaioo,"  she  said,  and  delivered  liim  to  thoue  who 
claitncd  him,  not  for  hi«  enmity  to  Charln,  but  for 
acts  of  individual  pillage  and  outrage  committed 
on  the  unoSeoding.  A  trial  of  fifleen  days  con- 
signed him  to  tlie  scaffold,  hut,  eiv  liis  saotMwe 
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ma  p«mecl,  liii  captor  wa»  csUed  to  anotbtr 
of  action. 

Sucti  vna  her  kindness  to  all  who  aought  it  turn 
her.  that,  while  at  Logay,  %he,  tlie  commuidir  if 
armies,  praynd,  with  th<!  otlier  maiilons  of  ttw  a*!. 
beforv  tiv>  imoguofthA  Ble^^i^^l  Vir^nnt  O  >»^ 
anitnation  into  a  child  which  lay  ituMiouble,  tai 
wa»  expoct«d  tonxpire  without  nH.-eiviiig  ttw  rili 
of  baptism.  At  tht^  time  iiw.  prayed  it  opotud '» 
eyes,  and  the  sacrament  wajs  admini«terail,  a  com* 
lation  to  thuM  who  were  imniediat^^ly  aftiTwarl* 
deprived  of  it.  Ami  tiMwe  two  vircunuti 
narrattt,  because  both  w«re  noted  by  her 
who  cAlltHl  Iter  deliver}-  of  Kran(]uot  to  tltf 
that  claimed  him,  a  munlvr,  aad  lior  sun: 
pni}rer  for  the  infant,  mrcery. 

At  this  time  arrived  ih«  new*  of  tlvo  •ion*  of 
Compiignc,  a  city  of  the  al»oost  imiMrtiintw  to  iW 
rightJTul  cauM,  held  for  the  Wiug  by  OuilUunw  * 
Plary  ogainat  the  united  force*  of  Bnghuid  wai 
Burgundy,  <rommanili^l  in  chief  by  tjie  Biwtan]  Juha 
4»f  Ifuxelnbourg,  Count  of  l>igny.  tlia  ablnt  and 
most  renowned  of  tlie  Burgumlian  gcncralii. 

There  was  the  dongt^r,  and  tUilhwr  woatd  »ht 
vp(>ed.  Thi^  appeared  to  all  but  tlic  orrljniu-y  n- 
crtion  of  her  i«al  and  courag*?.  It  wa«,  ind«wl,  a> 
more  than  she  had  alrsndy  exortcd,  but  such,  per- 
\vi\»,  a.1  none  but  hereelf  cimid  have  •umntooW. 
One  alone  know  of  her  tieroisni  t  for  tho  Ua^» 
cAlue  s)ie  bore  terror  silently.  Jean  Piuquenl 
was  Uifl  only  fripivtl  she  trwOiJ.  "  We  niu«t  I*t  no 
Ntgu  escape  us,"  slio  Mid,  "  of  Uwt  wbich  4 
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cCRio,  aj)d  which  to  you,  until  it  come,  I  declnrv 
umlrr  Ui«  Miel  of  oonressioD,  and  that  you  may  the 
more  earnfstly  pre|mre  nw  for  endurance.  The 
projjIii^cieK  wlijdi  huvi;  Ixi-ii  ii<-firt  to  me,  which 
have  sp«d  me  tlirougli  mJorry  and  danger,  and 
overborne  all  oppoeilioa  of  falw  frie»d  and  open 
foe,  now  turn  agaiiut  me.  My  \'i>ice«  sjieak  swe«Uy 
•till  and  kiodly,  but  I  no  l<Hig«r  fevl  in  lie«ring 
them  08  if  tli«  trumpet  rang  in  my  ears,  tbey  mrte 
me  as  tlte  lulemn  organ  in  a  rrq\ii«m. 

"  It  wnahffore  Mvlun  tlmt  they  fint  itpoke  thus, 
as  I  stood  at  th«  brink  of  the  foaee  at  early  mom,  be- 
fore a  cannon  wa*  finx)  or  an  arrow  sJiot.  The 
faci's  were  mort-  beautiful  than  1  had  ervr  fora 
them,  and  they  are  so  sweet  that  1  can  gaze  on  no- 
thing eUe  whilo  they  are  with  nw,  »o  tliat  my  re- 
mcmbruncu  a  slmoct  of  tliost-  bright  countenann-c 
alone,  and  of  the  tonra  Hiey  utter,  but  their  imilo 
was  that  of  pity  and  heavenly  tvgret,  and  tbey 
began  by  bid<)iii^  me  b<!  of  good  chen-,  in  a  boum) 
Uiat  matli!  mo  weep,  Then  it  vn»  dKlurai  to  tM 
that  before  the  midBummer,  tlte  feast  of  St.  John, 
that  I  slkould  fail  into  the  power  of  thu  enemy,  and, 
■•  I  Khudtlered  and  trembled,  it  was  solemnly  re- 
peated tlial  it  mutt  be  »o,  and  Utcn  again  Uiey  coo- 
■oled  and  comforted  me,  btdding  me  to  havu  no  £hu', 
to  be  submisive  and  grateful  for  whatever  WM 
dealt  tu  me,  for  tlmt  tbey  wero  appointed  to  bus* 
lun  and  encourage  me. 

"  With  daaped  hands,  and  tears  which  I  could 
not  rvtitmin,  I  i>ray«d  of  tWm  tJiot  I  might  enduw 
no  long  captivity,  but  that  if  it  wore  the  will  of 
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Heaven  that  I  must  fall  into  th«  powvr  of  oor 
pressors,  tl»t  my  death  or  my  d<)livrnuK« 
come  quidiiy.  Oh!  I  would  ratlier  tenfold  iMiUi' 
Imt«  now,  cruelly,  and  pninfully,  umI  MpM; 
stricken,  and  eren  so  linger  among  my  ftiMiH 
tlnn  be  in  the  power  of  the  cold,  brutal,  BalidMt 
Eaglidi  1  But  the  Voioes  gav»  mo  do  hope  ortlht 
comfort  thai)  bidding  ni«  be  patient,  and  attaod  Itt 
trill  of  H<niwn.  1  pniy«d  to  know  U>e  day  *d 
hour  of  my  calumtty,  but  stjil  thej  enjotixd  bal 
patience,  and  tbey  left  mo. 

"  I  hav«  Issnwd  to  boar  it  better  aioee,  tiia^ 
every  day  do  tltey  repent  to  me  the  satnn  nd  dooK 
yet  audi  is  tbmr  glory  and  bettDty  tliat  to  hear  ofl 
tmai  tht>m  again  and  again  makr-s  it  lomffiriNl 
mora  easy  to  be  bome,  and  such  natures  as  tbriA 
eould  not  vicit  me,  and  cmilu  on  me,  and  lore  m, 
if  the  doom  they  spoke  of  might  not  be  estdsmL" 
'  *<  And  you  have  since  cast  ytmrself  into  »  mtof 
danger* .'"  mid  Jt-tm  Piuxjacrel. 

"  And  must  still,"  replied  Jeanuo.  "  I  do  Ml 
tell  you  that  if  I  knew  the  very  moment  thai 
should  then  go  forth  and  deliver  myvelf  to  thoM 
fear  not  in  the  6eld,  but  dread  indeed  when  I 
bound  in  tJieir  hands ;  but  tliat  power  which  d/>- 
livers  mo  to  them  is  not  to  be  withheld  by  tbi 
strengtli  of  walls,  or  resisted  by  the  aDeotnpaidM 
of  aoMiers,  or  outwitted  by  craft,  or  diaartDed  by 
our  fears.  This  certainty,  this  irreetetible  mw 
tainty.  makea  me  yi>t  brave.  It  wouM  fiill  oa  ms 
if  I  flt^d  ON  if  I  fouglit  in  the  adrnncu  i  it  wouM 
cotne  to  me  in  the  walled  town  as  in  the  bai 
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-II^.  Why,  tlicu,  ittiould  I  »>ek  to  iliun  it !  Ttie 
tim«  dmw8  DCAror  aad  oesrer,  and  cftnnot  be  far ; 
but  tlier«  in  yet  space,  |>erhaps,  for  the  deliverancn 
of  Cuiii]iifgiM!.  Oil,  tiwti,  will)  iDv,  and  hit  us  main' 
the  better  speed." 

Yet  Pasquerel,  instead  of  concluding  the  Gonfe» 
rence  at  the  iatended,  stood  for  a  tiiae  looking  on 
her.  "  Man  is  not  to  cotnprvhend  the  ways  of 
Heaven  I"  ha  said  at  last. 

"  W«  learn  ft\)fn  them  the  folly  of  our  own,"  re- 
plied .loannette.  "  I  sKcm  to  possMt  all  that  tlte 
oarth  can  bestow.  Kven  the  wish  I  had  formed  for 
the  means  of  achieving  the  object  of  my  life,  the 
rectoratioo  of  the  king'*  realm,  wai  granted  to  ma. 
Hm  separate  and  unfettered  command  of  such  as  I 
mywlf  could  cbooee  as  worthy  and  able  was  given 
to  Riv  in  full  trust.  I  pniy<*<l  fur  hrip  tmd  for 
counsel,  which,  for  the  Gr«t  time,  I  was  free  to  fol- 
low—the answer  ia,  captivity.  But,"  she  resumed, 
after  a  pause,  "  the  counsel  is  given  to  me  — 
'  patience.' " 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


Maky  months  had  passed  siocc  tJm  assault 
Paris,  and  I  Imd  Innguistied  durir^  the  greater  put 
of  Uii^  tiino  ill  much  pain,  and  almmt  in  utW 
l)alpl«ssDc««,  from  tlie  wounds  I  bad  received. 

,,  The  state  of  the  country  prevent<»d  vnj  findtqg 
any  sure  meMongttr  to  svimI  to  Joaone  t\tf  ncm 
that  1  still  lived.  For  many  teagues  round  Pttra 
all  was  one  davastatton.  Tho  greater  part  of  Ibv 
riUagcG,  it  is  trup,  were  occupied  by  those  caiUng 
themeelve«  of  the  French  party  ;  thuy  used  Um>  pn- 
text,  at  least,  to  di^poil  all  wlio  wore  the  badgit  of 
the  otIiiT.  The  principal  towns  wore  gmdial^ 
yieUlitig  lo  tim  lawful  dominion,  but  some  yd  bti\i 
0^^  fo  that  esvery  city  end  eostl*  was  in  a  state 
siege,  or  held  itself  prepared  for  sudi  un  eveot 
afid  tlie  open  country  was  a  desert,  yielding 
each  party  a  rood,  if  it  wt'iv  strong  onougli 
Ri^lain  it,  and  to  both  an  occasional  baUlB-fi«]d>ii 

,  The  hermit,  xtill  as  strong  and  actiTe  as  wh 
seven  years  before,  I  had  seen  bim  at  Domrrmy, 
w;ould  have  undertaken  any  peril  consistent  wititu 
tho  cure  of  me,  which  he  coiixtder«d  bis  first ' 
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tbut  he  saw,  and  I  wtis  obliged  to  acknowledge.',  the 

[  impossibility  of  my  existing  witliout  coiiMlaiit  aid. 
I  hml  n-moinhprod  hittii  and  brought  to  his  nM:«llec- 
tioD  our  fbmcr  iDeeting,  un<l  ooofinned  the  'viva 
which  h«  had  sometimee  suffered  hunMlf  to  ent«r- 

.  tain  thut  iho  timidc-n  of  Orleans  was  the  girl  who 
bttd  wu)co[n«d  him  in  the  valley  of  the  Muuw. 
FVom  that  time  tite  exertiotifi  tor  my  wnlfare, 

,  which  tio*!  lxM.'n  iM'gun  in  gvttMttl  cliarity,  with 
continued  by  him  with  all  the  ardour  of  |wnH>ual 
intereMi  and  through  th«  autumn  and  winter  of 
\4S9,  and  a  part  of  the  spring  of  1 430,  he  watched 
me  witli  parental  solicitude.  Our  EJmple  wants 
were  eoaily  tupplii'<I  from  thi"  money  which  I  had 
still  in  my  possession,  and  though  our  habitation* 
waa  hut  i\w  f\f{t  of  a  rock,  n'ndt>rc<l  somewhat  mon* 
convfnivmt  by  art,  we  enjoyixl  at  loost  Mcarity  and 
dielter. 

Prom  time  to  timo  n<?ws  rrachpd  us,  though  it 
wu  gi'ni'niUy  indistinct,  or  exaggmite<),  or  late ; 
but  as  at  length  the  serere  injury  of  my  foot  wa> 
luffidently  h«alod  to  allow  m«  to  walk  some  diri- 
I«nc4>,  and  somewhat  of  my  g^eral  strcngtlt  and 
activity  returned,  I  was  enabled  to  make  researclies 
and  tn<{uirie*  for  mywif,  Early  in  May  I  beard  oi' 
ttu>  «i4'g<'  of  Compii'g;ne,  and  almost  immediately 
afterwards  of  Ji-aiin<>'s  advance  to  defend  it.  My 
only  impulw!  wan  to  plooe  myself  again  by  twr  K»d« ; 
iind,  ax  fiv't  or  six  days  would  bring  m--,  even  on 
foot,  b>  tlie  hestegetl  city,  I  determinod  to  approach 
it,  and  tjik*>  tiw  rltuno)!  of  the  Gr«t  skinnish  or  cott- 
voy  fof  my  entrance. 
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I  win  not  narrate  my  farewell  to  the  hermit,  Uia 
tendftnii'titt  of  whose  nature  seemed  all  rmw^ene<l  in 
the  caro  he  had  bo  long  taken  for  me.  He  did  not 
ilissuade  nie.  "  Whj  siiould  1  hold  back  onp  iIn 
tftndiT  from  my  country  ?"  were  his  words ;  "  is  it 
not  enough  that  I  am  useless  myself?  Yet,  my 
30n,  mcthinktyou  have  e-anied  u  rigtit  to  peace  had 
you  uboeen  it.  Go ;  no  one  of  ns  can  judge  (^  the 
desires  of  anotlier."  Nor  shall  I  say  more  of  my 
journey,  or  my  attempt*  to  enter  the  city  on  ray 
arrival,  than  that  it  was  beygnd  the  middle  of  Alay 
before  I  oould  accomplish  my  design,  and  that  then, 
entering  the  town  in  tin;  confusion  of  u  sally,  I  was 
brought  before  Guillaume  de  Flavy,  to  make  good 
my  pretensions  of  belonging  to  the  company  of  the 
maiden. 

In  the  old  castle,  whicli  hod  been  a  Teridence  of 
the  kings  of  France,  and  in  which  Charles  himndf 
had  «pcnt  some  days  on  our  return  from  Khetms, 
I  was  ushered  into  the  prcsenoo  of  the  governor. 
There  was  little  in  his  appearanc-e  becoming  the 
dignity  of  his  situation.  He  was  a  heavy-looking 
man,  of  nrarly  sixty  yrarv  of  age,  grocaly  fat,  and 

with  n  countenance  of  habitual  iU-temper. 

'  So,"  he  said  to  nw^  his  small  grey  eye  rolling 

witfi  habitual  irritation,  "  you  arc  of  the  company 

of  the  maiden.     It  is  well  to  pretend  to  belong  to 

tho»e  whom  you  know  to  be  absent." 

"  I  have  grmt  reason  to  grieve  that  it  is  «»,"  1 

nntiwcred,  "  sioL-o  I  come  hither  cxprewily  to  n!new 

a  wn-ice  whith  she  has  lienelf  condescended  to 

value." 


I 
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"  Ha  !  ha  I"  lAUgbcd  the  warrior,  looking  al  my 
waocinted  figure ;  "  doubtU&s  flh«  chooses  euch  peo- 
ple as  well  as  such  means  aa  would  not  be  clw«m 
byaJJoftw." 

"  That  1  am  not  oow  the  ahW,"  I  remarked, 
"  is  because  I  have  suflTerix!  hmitk  h«r." 

**  None  hnn;  rfmember  jou  ;  purhaps  jou  pre- 
tend that  you  were  with  her  when  she  went,  with 
the  Count  of  ClenuoDt  and  tiwt  Ardihi^hop  of 
Rbeimt,  to  foR«  tlw  Duke  of  Burgundy  to  give  up 
the  Hi^B  uf  Clioiti?" 

"  My  wound  was  before  Paris,"  1  anmreted, 
drily. 

"Aha!  aoothcr  failunr,  wu  it  not?"  snared 
Flavy  ;  "  we  were  all  to  have  beeu  in  surety  by  tbtt 
time ;  safe,  by  her,  as  tliough  wi^  were  babien  to  be 
dandU'd  still  in  tbu  arms  t4  a  woman.  Burgundy 
hac  taken  Ciioid,  and  inrest«d  ue  closely  in  spite  of 
her ;  but  we  have  managed  to  repulse  him,  and 
even  to  nlann  liis  own  quarters  sinw  wc  haw  been 
left  without  our  leading- strings." 

"  AsauriKlly  all  siu:  d<M»  is  zealous,  noble,  and 
hmv«,  and  »liuiitd  excite  tlic  envy  of  no  one,"  said 
a  lady,  who  sate  in  the  room  into  which  I  had  been 
brought,  and  wlio,  fivi;  and  tiiirty  years  younger 
tlian  him«ulf,  was  yet,  with  all  her  beauty,  care- 
worn, aod  almost  emaciated. 

"  Bnvy  !"  cried  Flavy,  vyoing  his  wife,  for  such 
she  was,  with  a  Enc«r  of  morv  inaltct;  Ihan  oon- 
tempt;  **  it  is  fit  that  1  aliouid  envy  a  cowkeeper, 
I  or  that  such  a  one  should  be  nwde  an  object  of 
I  envy  to  the  old  eoldiers  of  Prance  \    It  is  well  that 
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nich  be  suffcrmi  to  have  commnn<l  in  ■  lam  (ikr 
this,  which,  but  for  me,  would  liave  hfen  Bai- 
guiiily*!!  ol  thv  mere  otwt  of  a  lie  !  Ym,  this  lo*ii. 
which  itiiibW  Charles  even  to  tlireatcn  Parii  wtan 
be  wilt,  which  interceptfl,  u  Burgundy  well  pff- 
cftiv«H,  all  nippoit  lie  can  tend  frum  Uiii  priDdfal 
(lomuins  to  Uu)«e  (oXae  Parisians,  tins  kuy-rtiHi*  tl 
the  war,  would  hare  been  surrtrndun^l  tu  htm  « 
tlte  faitli  of  a  fal»H  truce,  hai)  1  not  jin'fi-rin]  ia- 
obi>dicoc«  to  folly.  It  would  bo  as  wi«t'  li>  hokdnijr 
own  auUiority  uuchecked  and  undivided  now,  aai 
•Hf.t»  not  half  tJi«  (oldiery  fanatii'ii,  as  well  a*  tbr 
pcopk-,  I  wuuld  do  so ;  ttii<l  I  must  be  acnue^  </ 
(•av)\  forsooth,  because  ooe  fool  of  a  wttmaa  thlnki 
Iwrself  the  prouder  fur  |Mraifiing  another  !" 

"  Jeanne  d'Arc,"  n-ptitvl  thi>  htdy.  wlio  appmml 
half  to  onjoy  and  half  to  dread  tlte  pu«skio  iba 
ntted,  "  haa  waited  tlil  the  warrion  of  FrtuMW  had 
shown  that  they  Wi-ro  pow«rlc«*  nitr)  fikilhm, 
haa  tlien  shewn  what  courage  and  skill,  if  they 
ponetwd  ciUier,  might  Inve  dom  ;"  aod  with 
she  lefV  Uie  room,  not,  as  appoiircd  by  hrr  l> 
without  some  cxpcctalioti  of  personal  viulenrt^Bhoul 
»lie  ntmain.  Uuillaume  de  Flavy  tnailo  a  lialf  st^[ 
as  if  to  follow  her ;  he  then  seeniwl  to  rMoltect  him-' 
Half,  and  turned  towards  me.  I  could  not  all'i»^tli>f 
siipprCM  the  fovling  with  which  I  had  witiK-««ml  tliii 
scene,  and  probably  tlie  eomewliat  more  than  snr- 
priie  upon  my  countenance  added  to  liia  unj^ 
nguJDi^t  me. 

"  The  lead«r  you  arc  so  proud  of  Hrrfngi'* 
>aid,  with  faiUer  irony  of  manner,  "  has  prutttt: 
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n^uTD  to  us.  Whether  that  promise  may  be 
kept  or  not,  I  neitlwr  gaeea  iwr  care.  To  yoa  it 
may  h<!  of  iiiont  <'(ini)>siui'ni*v,  for  if  l>}M^  do  tiot  re- 
turn I  shn))  lifut  you  as  the  !>py  1  hare  good  r«a«on 
Hot  cotKluding  you  ar«,  and  hang  you  ov«r  the 
walls,  aji  a  warning;  to  your  fellows  in  Dk'  Burgon- 
dian  camp,  m  I  would  if  f^hc  nhoulti  disclaim  you. 
Make  him  safe  ami  fast  in  one  of  thp  lower  cells," 
be  coQlinued  to  a  warder  who  atood  near.  Luckily 
fcr  mt?  the  wanlcr  ri;pliitil  llmt  non«  werp  ompty, 
Mtbfi  governor  wa«  not  ini:liiM>d  to  give  any  of 
is  solitary  prisoners  ttie  benefit  of  my  society,  I 
was  consigned,  much  againA  hi«  will,  to  a  more 
tol«rAblu  apartment,  with  the  ufsurunci;  thut  ho 
would  not  long  await  the  return  of  Jeanne  for  deal- 
ing with  me. 

The  toidiiT  to  whoae  cere  I  was  committ«d, 
though  liiird  enough  in  fimturc  bikI  manner,  did 
not  appear  absolutely  brutal.  He  at  hH  events 
listened  to  me.  and  1  went  so  far  a&  to  assuce  him 
of  favxHir  and  rrwiird  from  the  nuiidrn.  if  he  mada 
my  cut  known  to  her  immetliately  on  her  arrival. 

"  I  should  have  done  that,"  he  said,  *'  of  my  own 
accord.  Ttie  govomor  u  a  brare  leader,  but  he  has 
00  skill  in  keeping  his  counsel  from  the  maiden, 
and  1  doubt  she  lias  strange  means  of  knowing  all 
that  H  done.*' 

As  1  folt  my  own  suft-ty  involved  in  this  belief  I^ 
4id  nut  attempt  to  bhake  it.  <>l 

**  SIm>  goes,  i'ldiwd,  tog  far  in  wxing  him,"  raov 

Stimml  my  guard;  "  wldicrv  lire  no4  to  bo  ruU-d 
Hke.muu^ai  and  it  is  too  much  to  expect  hJiuat 
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tiia  Bge  to  meiid  lue  iUe.  He  had  got  bold  vS  ma» 
silly  girl  aguinM  h«r  will,  unJ  tbia  Jeanne  d'An 
reproved  it  as  ogainst  tlie  lawK  o(  war  uil  i^ 
rights  of  like  people.  He  ought  to  kDow  aboat  nr 
and  goroming  Ix^tt^^r  tbuii  >Iio  does  i  and  iJwa  Ui 
wife,  too  —  it  is  wondvrful  tliat  wnniva  nevrj  (U 
Mtf  warning ;  he  killed  her  owd  father,  and  yd 
xliH  will  ke«p  tuuiitiug  and  quarrelling  witii  lus, 
till  1  expect  him  tu  serve  her  Uie  sam«  um  dtf. 
Women  never  know  when  they  aru  well  off."  U*!^ 
that  lie  thniKt  me  into  a  dark  and  uartw  roan, 
wliere,  willi  a  small  purtiim  uf  wretcht-d  brvad,  fa 
even  tbegarriatm  were  straitened  for  Axk),  aod  ■ 
cruise  of  water,  be  left  me  to  moditato  on  my  for- 
tune in  being  in  the  power  of  such  r  mma,  aflv 
liaviog  incurred  hJa  reeentment. 

For  three  dajs  I  was  left  to  the  iocreaaing  anxirty, 
uf  such  reflectioDS,  asking  each  tnoroiug,  oa  I 
ceived  my  miserable  pittaoce.for  news  of  tlw  nuui 
but  in  vain.     All  that  1  could  extract   frum 
warder  was  little  calculated  to  nllay  th«  ftar 
falling  a  helplosa  victim  to  a  capricious  hutcbety. 

'*  The  govenuu',*'  he  said,  "  was  very  unlikely  to 
orget  me,  but  perliaps  hn  would  wail  till  he  ww 
very  iiogry.  ur  «Ui>  in  very  high  spirits  —  tfaen  F» 
was  apt  to  make  a  clearance  of  surh  niattvrs." 

Accordingly,  wlien,  on  thv  uft«rouon  uf  Uie  thin) 
day,  my  duor  was  opened  with  more  tlinn  usual 
noise  aod  burry,  I  pn>pared  mywlf,  as  well  as  1 
sudden^  might,  1o  auivt  the  event  of  liis  wratli  ur 
Ids  mirth  :  but  ere  1  oould  speak  1  found  mysuLf  in 
the  i>re«)enve  of  the  maiden  iMfSolf,  aul  wua  can 
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duct«d  by  her,  amid  waim  congraLuletioQi,  from  my 
prison. 

"  I  hnve  little  timo  now  to  hnir  of  your  escape, 
or  to  tbank  you  for  what  you  have  suffered  for  my 
take,"  Rlie  »id  bi  im> ;  ''  yet  ket^i  Uiis  in  nrmom- 
brauoe  of  our  meeting  again  ;"  and  the  threw  a 
liglit  gold  chain,  to  which  a  crucifix  was  suapended, 
over  tny  oeck,  and  which  mode  thA  byatandera  re* 
gaid  ine  with  a  Strang*  revt^rvnco,  lu  though  »he 
had  bMtowcd  on  mv  a  talisman.  "  I  must  rouse 
the  Burgundians  at  Marigny,"  she  continued ; 
"  the  men  I  have  brougtil  in  this  morning  from 
Crespy  are  refii<«bed  by  thi«  time,  and,  as  wc  cn- 
ttrvd  silently,  I  would  U>t  them  fc«)  bi^ore  they  beer 
of  us." 

"  May  I  not  tcrre  with  you  onoe  more  ?"  I  aaked ; 
"  if  they  would  mtore  to  me  my  amn " 

"  L«t  that  be  dooe,"  she  said  to  one,  who  imme- 
diately went  to  execute  h«r  command ;  "  but  not 
for  fight  to-day,"  kite  continued,  looking  on  me  with 
•o>n«  coramiMration.  "  IT  we  arc  )'inir<Ki,  1  would 
that  you  should  b«ar  my  banner  again ;  but  you 
are  not  yet  atroiig  enough  to  Ic^p  it  as  you  l»ve 
dono.  RcKt  to-day ;  it  shall  loxe  j-ou  no  Itonour  or 
good-will  from  me." 

With  this  I  was  obliged  to  be  satisfied  ;  but,  at 
tlte  men  were  ranged  in  order  for  Ute  sally,  I  walked 
to  the  walls,  Utal  I  might  at  IcMt  wttneiu  some 
part  of  the  attack. 

It  wu  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  a  beautiful 
spring  day,  thv  SSril  of  May,  and  Umt  rich  and 
Tftried  country  could  scarvvly  ba\e  b«eik  a4>en  tn 
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not  ypt  b««it  parcliwl  b;  t  Ix^  hcuta  of  winimr,  n' 
thfi  venture  was  every  where  sti  fresb  is  iim 
luxumnt  Looking  from  the  wnll  bnck,  am  w^ 
parte  of  Uh)  town  an  porniitUnl  it,  Umf  nricdlrf 
distant  hills  were  covpreU  thraiighnut  with  bntt 
in  front  of  Ute  wall,  before  me,  ran  Uw  Mmfi  M 
bMuUl'ul  river  Aixne,  across  vrhiclt  «im  a  \tnifi 
ttefeDdnil  at  it«  furtlier  cotl  by  u  strong  bulvd^ 
and  wbicli  joined  the  town  to  a  largo  expuM^ 
meadow  hind,  wliicli  surrounded  it  ou  nil  tidr*  in 
the  brvadUi  of  a  qiinrt>.T  of  a  mik*. 

Ikyond  tliis  b^gan  tli«  liilly  roiuj  leadinji  upN 
llie  quarter  of  Bourdon  de  \oiilli;  at  Miuifnj.  tfci 
path  being  pijintud  out  as  on  a  map  by  it»  dmSkf 
wliiti'iir*^,  tintong  rii'h  vitii'rarde  anil  fields  of  50109 
com,  varying,  by  the  lieauties  of  rultivalwn.  tb 
rich  fbre»t  .ii-«n<>ry  on  the  nppo«ib*  eidt!  of  ihu  Io«a 
On  tlie  vorgH  of  Um  Bat  inea(low.)aii<]  tlie  Kngbti 
had  cons1ru4ited  a  bastille  on  ea^rb  side.  iIimhiI. 
about  thret!  quartern  of  a  iniUr  fVi>m  ndi 
and  similnr  mounds  and  parks  were  ptucod  by 
ut  the  same  intervals,  round  the  rity.  To 
tbe  quarter*  at  Martgny,  the  etee[it>Bt  hill  Jo 
noiglibuurhoo't,  and  yet  but  flij^hlly  Ibrlifiod, 
th«  object  of  Uie  maiden,  and  for  this  purpose 
hundred  uien-at-armB  were  assembled  at  Uiv  gnta 
by  the  bridge. 

I  was  well  pleas«d  tosoc  that,  if  I  was  rvstnunud 
from  exercising  my  former  ofHce,  tiie  maiden  ImU 
not  deUigateil  it  to  anotlier,  Sine  benvlf  hoiv  hit 
standard  in  the  front,  and  wh«ro,  nouotMi  i»i  a 
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bom  of  great  beauty,  )wr  poltHh«d  annour, 
•iid  li«r  rich  tunk  of  purple  velvet,  wnxjght  with 
silver  and  gold.  *lu'  aji|xmred  to  me,  who  had  not 
for  a  whikt  Micld  her,  ulinoKt  a  wvt  obj«rt  of  od- 
mir&tion.  She  looked  Bomewhat  thinner,  and  no 
smile  was  on  hnr  fac«  an  of  yore,  hut  there  were  the 
dvtJTininutioti  and  cuoln^-Gs  of  ootnroutxl,  and,  at 
tlw)  gates  wpte  thrown  open  at  her  dgnul,  and  file 
waved  her  standard  for  advance,  her  eye  flashed 
with  ita  wonted  entliuMunm. 

At  a  regular  pace,  for  eonto  of  th«  mon  wore 
purposely  dismounted,  we  aaw  the  party  pasE,  ae  if 
almost  unlMwded,  acn«s  the  hridgy>,  tJirough  the 
gate  of  t\m  bulwaric,  then  over  the  ineu<low,  and  up 
a  littln  rise  between  us  and  the  higher  hill  of  Ha- 
rigiiy ;  then  it  was  lo«t  for  a  while^  ami  tlten  we 
cnuld  aee  the  accent  almoet  to  tlie  edge  of  th«  ene- 
my's c]uarterB. 

At  CompU-gne,  at  in  every  town  where  the 
hoarbiof  the  citizena  wore  truly  French,  the  peo- 
ple InokMl  lo  her  n»  their  kindest  firiend.  as  W4>]1 
aa  the  main  hope  of  their  country.  The  walls 
were  crowditi.  "  It  ii  w«ll  to  aen  the  brave  deeds 
of  otlier  warriont  for  our  safvly,"  taid  an  old  man, 
who  stood  by  my  aide  ;  "  but  one  can  ff-el  for  thir 
maiden  aa  for  one's  own  child  i  they  fight  for  tl»etr 
honour,  nnd  fur  gaining  prismmuv,  as  well  us  fbr 
Uie  king  ;  but  we  know  well  that  all  she  carea  for 
ore  Charles  and  the  people,  for  if  she  take  pri- 
•on«r«  in  tlie  w«r.  it  is  but  for  inerey,  and  that 
«he  may  have  enough  to  barter  for  the  ninecro  of 
tie  Uuko  of  OrkAiM,  who  has  been  prisoner  ra 
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Englaml  over  unoc    that  divadful   lUy  of  Ai»- 


cour. 


But  B  ntowemeitt,  which  was  {ictecplibUi  i 
called  our  ftU«iiUun  to  the  oonfltct.  Ttw  b«ti>i' 
John  of  Luxembourg  could  be  deacned  ojaB  A*  ' 
opposite  hill;  ami  Utough  tite  Dutnbm wtich M- i 
low«d  it  came  un  rtra^liDg  aud  disorderiyiTOtci 
it  was  «<iay  to  perceive  Uiut  tfaey  were  usadilii|  j 
in  force,  and  pressing  upon  the  FVeocb,  who,  i 
pelled  to  retreat,  were  lost  to  our  Mght  once  Btf*  j 
in  the  ItoUow.  Never  wss  expectation  more  aiud 
tlian  that  with  which  we  watched  whether  our< 
per^  would  be  driven  over  th«  small  height  iole  lk> 
tneadow,  or  wlicttior  Ut#y  would  re-ascend  tb»  tah 
ther  and  higher  hill  of  Ma/igny. 

*'  It  Lb,  it  must  be  her  baniier  !"  was  the  sltoot  u 
last ;  anil  again  w«  beheld  tbo  wave  of  war,  canitd 
to  the  very  summit  of  the  further  hill. 

AAer  a  time,  in  a  well  contpnctaKl  body,  we  a« 
the  French  ogam  desoend  the  hwight,  while  the  in- 
creasing  numberB  of  the  enemy  hung  upoo  tfaw 
road,  but  »«'^-iiird  searcoly  to  einbarnmH  their  retrsaL 
Without  coDt'usioo,  hor  bunnrr  still  tuwnrdt  tbi 
enemy,  we  saw  the  French  forces  creating  tba  utanr 
hill,  and  rvtiru  across  the  meadow  steadily  tnwanb 
the  town,  while  the  Engttvh  foivra  from  tha  bM> 
titles  and  fmm  Venette,  under  Hontgomeiy,  w«rt 
unnblv,  ko  unexpected  Imd  beeo  the  alarm,  to  oppose 
any  elfbctual  or  combined  reststanoe. 

The  warders  were  ready  at  the  gatra  to  re-adntt 
the  skirmi«herc  into  tlie  town,  who  hod  effeelaaOy 
deatrofed  tlie  camp  and  cntivnchoicnls  at  Uarigqy 
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with  great  lorn  to  the  BnrguiKliaaa,  when  Pototi, 
<:alkil  lii«  BiirfTUiMli&n,  wlio  y«t  fought  oa  tlio  tide 
of  thu  kuDg,  waa,  with  two  other  haights,  mode 
priaomr  by  tliu  advaociog  (ones.  To  nlcMe  him 
Jewine  buud«d  ooe  rmtr  impetuous  charge,  and 
the  enemy  were  again  driviea  back  from  the 
iDe«dow. 

But  DOW  the  Btrangth  of  the  EnglUh  was  mur- 
■faaUed  I  wh«n  Jpaiin«  had  accoropUshcd  her  ob)ect 
of  delivvTiuifo,  unit  still  k'x'piii^  th«  [lost  of  danger, 
the  raor,  us  she  had  at  first  led  tlie  ndrance,  gav« 
the  ngnal  again  to  retire,  they  made  an  impetuous 
diarge  on  rnch  fliuik  of  her  foUowen,  not  irn- 
doavouring  to  lotercept  thivm,  but  allowing  the 
greater  part  iif  tliem,  though  in  some  conliiiiun,  to 
gain  tlie  town,  and  leaving  Jt-aiine  and  a  few  of 
the  breveet  to  fav«  her  first  opponents,  the  Bor- 
gundians. 

"  HlM<i*  abandoned  1  she  is  nirraonded  I"  ehout«d 
a  thousand  roioea  fnm  the  walls,  ami  tlie  people 
urged  again  and  again,  with  prayers  and  taunt*, 
the  men-at-arms  to  more  forwaLrd  once  mor«  to  her 
KKtie.  Ill  spite  of  all  weakuess  I  rutihed  to  the 
gate  of  Um  bridgi?,  was  allowt'd  to  cross  it,  and  mm 
to  mount  the  rampart  of  the  bulwark  by  the  bor- 
nvn.  The  i>tan<laid  slill  floated  aloft  and  nearer 
to  the  to«-a,  but  the  Enghsh  still  presMd  hard  upon 
tha  gate,  and  the  French  still  struggled  to  enter  it 
for  Iif«  and  frwsloin. 

'ilie  archway  was  dwked  with  the  preis.  Sumo 
nmmined  to  oppose  the  entrance  of  tbo  Englisit, 
■od  |duck  in  their  oom{>ank»uas  tliey  fought  thrlr 
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way  to  R»ch  iFofHy.  I  stood  for  a  iiioaiMitM|ik>t 
within  Uie  dense  crowd,  implnrin^  lb«ia  to  W 
me  pnn  to  Uh'  front :  liut,  quite  unabtn  to  via  Bf 
passage  eithOT  hj  ofinrts  or  entrmtin,  I  nuM 
again  to  the  ramparte,  tltat  I  nii^ht  at  iMft  biMl 
thu  ownU  My  imiiulse  was  to  cast  tnjrsflffiai 
tlinn,  but  a  kM'wt  withheld  me  from  an  *>!•>■)'• 
which,  aimed  as  1  wns,  and  tiw  ditrh  b«t)ow 
with  water,  wouk)  have  been  but  mad  self- 

With  a  shout  of  lriuin)>li  tiip  Eng;lish  drtin- 
the  )ft!tt  of  Die  retreat,  mve  two  or  tliree, 
i*otatcd  asshi^  was,  fought  againut  all  who  enU 
prrra  upon  them.  "  Tlie  Engtifih  will  «>nter."  «■> 
the  cry  of  one  chief;  the  word  was  pruliably  lb 
mi>re  ha-tty  impulse  of  the  apprc^hcndud  mil. 
and  the  consequence  might  ix?  no  more;  tb 
barriers  were  closed,  tliw  drawbridge  wits  liftiri, 
at  t)H>  very  monii-nt  that  >lcannc  had  fought  hcrflj 
way  to  the  edge  of  the  dilclt.  4| 

"Open  I  open,"  cried  the  watching  crowd  witb 
one  acebilm ;  hut  tlie  colt  woa  not  answered.  Pntk 
asiiatlants  came  up  to  replace  those  wbotn  eha  hai 
diwblfHl.  She  struck  spun  into  her  gallant  stead, 
wl»  him»elf  fought  with  the  energy  of  hie  rider, 
and  dashed  ocro^  the  nuHnUtw  toward  thu  nnrtfa. 

But  her  enemies  hung  upon  her,  seized  hrr  drees, 
and,  at  length,  by  dint  of  tnaia  atnngtli,  pulM  bw 
from  her  horse- 

We  mw  tlifl  Htandard  fall,  we  heard  tha  tbont 
from  the  enemy,   Uuit   proclaimed   thrir   inrnaw 
Yet  the  bvlU  of  tlie  city  sounded  Uh>  nlonu.  Bad  is 
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burned  graups,  such  an  bad  Dot  ehaied  in  the 
■ally  came  pouring  down  tliu  str«eU  to  her  relief. 
And  «tin  there  vns  action  wtK-re  we  had  lost  beheld 
her;  alill  she  Mnnk  unwearied  blows  upon  all 
witliin  her  rroch,  but  numlHTH  h«innu>d  !>er  in  — 
■be  was  bound,  disarnwd,  and.  u  Guilluumc  de 
Fhivy  at  length  approached  the  walls,  he  beliDld^u* 
we  ^,  tlM  Iwroine  led  away  by  the  road  wtdcb 
we  Imd  so  long  watched  an  tbi>  ncene  of  tier  intowcu, 
uui  Uiv  serried  lancas  of  the  EngliEli  were  c^ipoeed 
between  her  and  rewuo. 

Witliout  coonidoring  how  Utttc  lucb  a  nian  would 
hmid  me,  I  rushed  across  the  bridge  back  into  tlie 
town,  and  awendcd  again  th«  ranipert,  where  he 
had  placed  hintielf,  and  w)tcru  oUwn  of  more 
note  were  already  earnestly  conversing  with  him. 
Some  who  had  wjttieitsed  what  the  had  herself 
achieved  yet  beliorud  in  the  |>OMibt)ity  of  Hfgatning 
the  great  loss,  but  Gutllautne  de  Flavy  looked 
coldly  aud  sneeringly — I  thought  malignantly — 
on  tluao  w)m>  clan]ourv<l  for  ihi-  altinnpt, 

"  We  tiave  tu  guanl  King  Cliark-s's  city  of 
£oinpi^gn«,"  he  said ;  "  we  cannot  retake  her  pei- 
Jon  witliout  haxardlDg  and  losing  many  lives  as 
valuable ;  wd  must  bear  this  as  wu  may,  and  so 
must  stie ;  aeeiDg  that  she  sought  the  peril  without 
advice  of  mine,  slie  may  cmluru  the  cuitiM.'4)ui':>i-c 
without  expecting  my  help." 

If  nver  face*  tokl  of  the  heart's  curse,  such  as 
were  not  immediately  before  turn  spoke  it  plainly, 
but  none  dared,  even  by  a  glani:e,  resent  his  tialf 
iriuxnpltant  coldness  to  his  teeth. 
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This  was  but  related  to  mo,  for  I  bod 
front  liim  with  un  instinct  of  loattiing,  as  sooe  v  I 
could  find  no  unroediatu  hope,  and  my  ejm  ma 
fixed  upon  tlio  track  whicli,  though  I  couU  Gct 
diatuiguish  her  in  the  difttonce,  1  knnw  *be  mnftb 
bvadiDg,  until  all  ww  hushed  in  tJie  twiligbt  Mt 
lovely  evening,  whuee  tranquil,  beneficent  htwtf 
mocked  or  reproaohed  the  itirife  of  men.  Then,* 
I  fvit  tlio  t«ar8  that  tiad  uoconaciouely  fallni  dots 
tnjr  cJwoks,  I  w«pt  bitt«r)]r. 

I  had  one  friend  at  hand  to  watch  me  and  ooixUt 
with  my  grief,  in  aocmwn  almost  equal  to  mjr  om : 
this  was  Jran  Pasquerel,  who  found  ma  still  tf 
midnight  on  tl>e  waUs,  by  the  intvUigence  of  w 
of  my  old  commdes,  and  who  IimI  me  to  hi>  «<ni 
small  diamber,  where  for  come  months  I  lodgMl, 
listening  to  such  uncertain  news  as  reached  us  td 
tlie  inai<len,  of  her  renoml  to  Bvaurevuir,  and, 
finally,  thut  tlie  JSngli&h  king  h>td  purchased  herof 
her  captors. 

1  fought  whore  1  might,  with  tlie  deapnattca 
that  seeke  di-ath  ;  but,  p«.'rimpe,  tliat  iri  liliwiinnai 
preaerred  me.  It  was  not  till  the  first  of  No'Tambv 
that  the  singe  was  raised,  and  then,  raijimul 
having  di'pitrted  for  tlie  French'  court,  to  ttiM 
measures  I'or  her  release,  I  determined  to  bsmu* 
myself  of  tiie  place  of  her  iroprisonmant,  and,  if  I 
might,  t4>  be  nt  hand  at  least  to  bav«  certain  ini«Ui- 
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As  Mon  08  the  free  oommutiicatioD  between 
Compi^goe  and  the  opon  country  was  re-establiriied, 
I  leanwd,  whh  Mine  oirrtointy,  t)mt  Jottiinc-  d'Arc 
ctthcr  was,  or  ioon  vrould  bo,  brought  to  Roueo- 

AtDong  otlier  rumours  whtcli  dutractml  me,  that 
of  an  intviulMl  proc«n  ogaiatt  hor  as  «  Korctress 
caiued  mc  the  greatest  trouble.  The  unusuul  im* 
portance  wbicb  the  English  attached  to  their  prhe. 
WHS  well  prored  bj  tlictr  uodiiguued  rejoicJngB ; 
we  had  heard  of  the  Te  Doum  nitig  nt  Paris  in 
exultatuMi  for  lier  c^ture  ;  their  hatred  was  cloar, 
not  <x>\j  from  ttiis  calumnioua  nunour,  but  from 
the  slanders  which,  in  cnny  pulpit  tbejr  could  eoin> 
mwid  in  Ftance,  their  chnical  adbemits  were  in- 
dofitriously  propagating. 

In  vain  1  argued  to  myself  that  she  was  a  pri- 
sotutr  of  war,  and  entitled  su  to  be  treated.  I  knew 
that  it  was  the  peculiar  cowardice  of  the  mere  polw 
tkian  to  aim  at  repuiriiig  dislwnoufsble  retreat  by 
tneai»«till  mort^  dishonouniblc.  Agaiuiitwasaciril 
•war  on  a  disputed  succeesion,  and  the  cry  of  trnu 
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apD  would  be  the  cant  of  those  who  vera  tbemaelvM 
tmilorn.  Mo«t  uf  alt,  1  dntuduU  1l^  tliv  name  uf 
religion  sliouldjbe  blended  wiUi  au  effort  to  debtroyfl 
her  ^fbr  all  ag«^  liave  »hitwit  Uttit  xnch  wanton  and^ 
slitunt^lcss  truolUvc  iu>  itwii  durod  nut  tu  take  upon 
Uiemselvea,  tliey  bava  not  hesitated  lu  attributing 
to^  tlie  will  of  theit  Malter.  ^ 

I  Hjrjjcicri*]'  aims  tho  blow,  whI  bruUil  bigotry  u  H 
its  iuetrumeot,  'J'be  appeal  of  thu  victim  is  from 
him  who  coiiiu'l  hear  to  liLui  wht)  will  not.  Wliat 
Umuos  do  DUC  liBarte  kuuli  g« !  it  U  w>;Ll  Utut  God 
speaks  in  them  eometimes,  ev«ti  by  our  terrible 
sulTeiiiifrs ! 

But  I  d)grve».     It  wft*  not  difficult  £ur  me 
reeuuiQ  the  garb  and  manners  of  a  peatant,  and 
li^bit  I  ciujse  wa^  uf  Uiv  ))Mur«rf  dcnccipttoo,  wlucb^'^ 
U^„(ioubl«i(euiD(y(  1  wuce  over  the  light  hau- 
berk  of   mail   1   foitunately   still   had   with   me. 
Rtiliif,  Agnu*  Di'i,  ( ruvi&\fK,  iiim^;i»  of  tlie  Virgin, 
all  of , the  meanest  materials  asd  workmattship. 
■elected  a$  the  ]irt-y  leaat  liliely  to  t^mpt  a  robbef)^ 
and  filled  a  )«uutii  bbttkvt  witjt  them,  n«  a  pretvxt 
for  my  lOWD  journey.  .  .  .J 

Still  uiy  hjwuenecs  troubled  me  much  atlimtsp 
1   sometimes  lost  the  truek  uf  ihu  rocid,  wtuch  it 
would  have  been  iiaiardous  ta  aak   of  such  as 
watvlLvd  any  uiuiwustoiucd  )uurn«y,  am)  aometimat 
I  voluntarily  nwdu  a  lircuit  to  avoid  known  perils. 
Imjiatieiit  as  Iwas,  it  was  near  the  end  of  Nov«n 
her  before  I  vucowdetl  in  raachinfr  tite  gates 
Rouen.  1  imtered  them  vithout  observation, 
a  party  of  ojuntrj-mtin  brin^ni;  in  pniTi»ion«,  aad 
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flrtablished  royw>tf  at  a  small  hoitelrjr,  the  ncAivst 
Ifaat  I  eonUi  find  to  Uiv  custli^. 

FVom  the  cunv«nation  to  which  I  listened,  1  nn- 
eeriatned  that  •leanne  waa  indeed  a  pHwonir  tht're; 
■11  ftlito.  vxpoclation,  opinion,  tho  history  of  the 
port,  wiTP  a*  rariouB  wt  the  talkers,  and  as  vague 
Bs  the  minds  which  suggested  Uieir  infonnation. 
No  prewiti^  danger  apptrarfd  to  be  at  hand,  and  I 
trii*1iil,tlicn'forp,  to  time  and  opporlunily  for  surer 
knowledge,  affecting  myself  an  utter  iiidilTiTn^nctt 
to  ewiy  consideration  but  the  dinponl  of  my  pre- 
IMtded  wares,  which,  h'>wcver,  1  Imd  no  objecti<m 
to  find  almort  um^eable. 

I  did  not  trust  myself  to  walk  more  thiui  oncn 
rmii)d  the  outle  by  day,  nor  could  t  notice  more 
ttmn  it«  higli  round  towers,  strengthening  at  inter- 
vals its  naaeiTe  vralla.  Ita  gloomy  extent,  itx  hope' 
lew  strength,  its  uniform  lucceHion  of  tower  and 
wall,  chilh'd  ro«  ai>  I  mode  the  ctnniit  I  caw 
through  an  archway  that  strangers  passed  and  re- 
passed into  the  square  witliin.  but  I  neither  wiitlM^d 
my  perron  to  become  known  to  the  I!nglitli  wldit-ry. 
nor  n<MKlle«*lj  to  expotw  myself  to  tltc  spurt  they 
recklessly  made  of  all  thoee  wbow  appearance  did 
not  command  some  respect, 

]  rctumed  to  my  inn,  and  renimed  my  tatk  of 
apparently  heedless  Ustttning,  and  this  time  the 
gossip  infonned  me  that  she  was  secured  in  a  tower 
which  overlooked  the  fields,  one  generally  uned  an 
u  pri*on-l4>wcr.  1  wa»  oblignd  to  cnooeal  my  coun- 
tMianea  at  Bomo  of  the  talk,  for  one  spoke  of  an  ' 
iron  cage,  made  by  a  locksmith  of  the  city,  Ktienne 
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Casrilion,  th«  more  effectually  to  pn»vent  all  chanw 
of  escapo,  ami  otlww  lU-wrilKtl  with  [Htinful  niU 
nutviWH  nicH  oth<*r  bonds  a»  would  be  sufficient 
without  reeortiDg  to  this  novol  en^ne.  My  pru- 
-denoe  nearly  abandoned  me  under  tho.  infliction  of 
thesf.  dolaiU,  from  which  t4H'  wry  pain  would  not 
allow  in«  to  csrapc. 

\et  I  pr(>t4>nded  to  eat  my  meal,  and  I  was  ela 
uiu^uwrved.  I  waited  anxiously  for  tho  ni^t 
when  I  thought  thut  1  might  witbuut  inUtmiptioD ' 
bnve  the  melancholy  eatj^actioa  of  gazing  od  ber 
priwrn,  and  when  I  might  perhaps  mare  fr«oly  con- 
sidot  aiiy  oiitorpriw;  f>a«*ibl«  to  ditring,  U}  which  I 
might  d«vot«  my  own  life,  if  I  failed  in  placing  Wet 
in  freedom. 

It  was  a  clear  and  frot^  moanlight,  and  1  posted 
myKclf  in  Ific  shadow  of  a  gablu.  Thun;  was  no 
light,  or  sign  of  lite,  or  sound  from  the  castle  to  be 
olwiTved  by  thotwi  wiUiout,  hut  the  tread  of  tbe 
num«Toiu  sentinels  on  tliu  wulU,  tbe  dull  reflectioD 
of  tlieir  unpolished  srm»,  and  once  tho  brighter 
glance  of  an  officer'a  corslet,  and  the  wave  of  lus 
ji»Uier  in  the  clear  moonshine.  My  heart  quaUad 
at  the  sullen  impassiro  obstacW  which  even  my 
ftiicy  could  find  do  means  to  sunnouDt.  I  could 
not  <!vcn  roiw!  a  dicnin  of  hope,  yet  for  liours  I  wu 
fixed  U>  t)m  spot.  What  Uiought  or  interest  bad  Ih 
away  from  it  ?  ( 

&udrl«nly,  a  tall  and  noble  figure,  cloaked,  {wr- 
hapo,  against  tim  inclemency  of  tbe  air,  glided,  as 
I  had  done,  from  shade  to  slinde,  tJH*n  cwue  to  a 
•pot,  rewmbling  ray  own  in  obscurity,  and  then 
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remaincilt  looking,  as  I  thought,  on  the  priion- 
tower,  though  the  sudden  i^tadowa  teemod,  for  Itu) 
moment,  'loubly  tni|»-iictnd)ltt  in  thdr  o{>poeition  to 
tlw  clvflr  liglit.  It  rejoiced  me  to  aie  that  uvi-ii  tlie 
place  waa  an  object  of  iutereet  to  one  bendm  my- 
Belf,  and  I  coidd  not  doubt,  tl)at  it  wu  for  tiK  sake 
of  Jeanne  lliitt  it  wh*-  tliu^  wiitc]ied,  yet  1  could  not 
recogniie  in  tJie  person  or  gait  any  o»e  of  her  own 
iRunediat«  friei)d»,  or  of  thtt  ItMuJers  of  ttie  French 
forces. 

I  ahiAei)  mj-  position  to  obeerve  the  bettor,  but 
in  BO  doing  I  waa  diwovervd ;  tlw  pcinton  observe)] 
me  and  «tole  amy  with  rapid  rtridvi.  A«  I  could 
not  be  sure  of  his  intent,  or  of  the  uianner  in  wltioh 
he  Rii^it  resent  my  iiitriixinn,  I  Mon  nuule  the  beet 
of  my  wuy  to  my  humble  iod^inng. 

I  did  not  refrain  from  watching  again  tlie  next 
night,  and  lite  man  I  had  wen  did  not  rtfturu  to 
interrupt  nm.  Sotne  RhndowB  wlikh  I  had  dimly 
■eeo  t)uxmgli  tiin  deep  email  window,  about  half 
way  up  tlifl  to^er,  were  enotigh  to  employ  and  tor- 
ture my  imagination,  and  I  returned  tJte  wxt  night 
as  to  tny  rnily  employment,  though  1  rould  have  do 
rational  hope  of  satixfying  my  intereat. 

I  IhuI  now  HJBVted  u  nook  for  ri<tmit,  eo  wlitary 
and  iilieltered  betwm-n  tlie  pillars  o''  t)te  antique 
punh  of  a  monaaliTry,  alwut  u  hutidrral  yanb 
from  the  ca*tJe  wnlU,  tliat  I  ceamd  to  dread  defaic- 
tion,  and  when  I  saw  th«  Etranger  return  to  his 
{Mst,  after  tmvihg  examined  tiiti  one  I  had  juvt- 
vinusly  oixupied,  I  rttjoiced  in  my  Kccure  opportu- 
■ity  c^  Doting  him.  But  it  waa  not  long  before  tJie 
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tramp  of  a  patrol  was  heard  oo  the  adeb;«i 
liim  ;  Iw  iiiMantly  left  hin  stand,  and  can>«  <£mt^ 
to  the  place  iii  wbich  I  was  ctmcitlMl,  aad  fim 
which  I  had  no  desin*  to  atir,  ]nl  |  eliouM  b*  t^ 
prelu'ndwi  hy  th*  English  w»hiiet».  He  io*nrtJj 
faced  mCf  his  Itaad  upon  him  sword,  but  I  tfomad 
without  moving,  even  ao  much  ns  to  grasp  ulh 
long  dagger,  which  wac  of  temper  (o  bacMUiWi 
liku  my  luubcrk.  bcnoath  my  dre&ft. 

When  he  saw  this,  he  iMiusod.  The  moiflM} 
formed  the  end  of  tvro  vlreet«t  w)ter«  ths  bbM 
might  bf  mil]  to  b«gin,  uod  tJie  port-ii  praJKbtlb 
the  one  farthest  from  the  circuit  of  Uk  cutW. 
The  soldiers  pa8.te<l  hj  tlio  path  neat««t  to  Ik 
walls,  and  w«  vn^iw  left  alone.  "  You  on  li«  wbe 
1  saw  here  the  night  before  ]a«tp"  fa«  muU  in* 
whisper,  but  with  a  manner  that  ctimmaoded  ia> 
mediate  repi)'.  I  did  not  fear  to  ackoowludga 
it  WIU  BO. 

**  It  IB  plain  that  you  are  no  spy,  or  you 
hare  callod  to  the  guard  as  thry  {Nused,  thi 
your  own  life  «liouIil   have  paid  for  n  word. 
only  replied  by  sliowing  him  tlie  coat  of  mail 
my  tunic,  and  the  dagger  witti  which  I  was 
"  It  Mt-niK,  I  boast,"  h*  laid ;  "  you  would  ha*f  hid 
me  at  advanto^  ;"  and  lie  lookod  moru  cauti 
round  him. 

I  spoke.  "  I  will  not  trifle  with  you  ■  1 
that  tower  for  the  nke  of  Um  on«  wiUiin  it, 
a  friend  to  her,  and  all  her  friends." 

Hb  paused  fur  a  moment.     "  Your  coofidwoc*. 
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if  it  be  that  of  a  tnie  man,  isbravv,  if  it  be  a  trick> 

h  UROk  ■]()(." 

"  At  least,  1  do  not  four  trittclK'ry  on  your  hiiIc," 
1  coDltnued.  "  1  hav6  koowii  Jeaui>«  d*Arc  from 
■  cliilfl,  havn  burn«  het  ntnndarc),  Itccn  woujidcd  by 
lur  side ;  I  am  ready  to  die  for  her  now," 

"  You  shame  my  mistruat,"  Iw  said,  "  though  I 
Imvc  DO  auumnce  but  your  uwd.  I  am  abo  her 
frieod,  her  devoted  friend,  but  onu  not  known  to  be 
W.  My  allegiance  Uaa  hitherto  been  paid  to  I  lenry, 
Ibr  which  my  deed  father  it  mther  sn«wc.rable 
than  myMlf.     Your  name  }"     1  garv  it. 

**  Mine  ia  Baymond  de  Ma^y.  1  have  known 
Jeanne  d'Arc  only  in  her  captivity,  but  1  atn  Dot 
tint  IcM  truti  to  Ixrr.  My  conEd4!iK'e  has  not  Iwen 
eo  prompt  as  your's,  but  it  ^hall  be  complete.  Mad 
slie  fully  trusted  me  at  Beaurcvoir,  slw  should  now 
have  been  fn-«.  1  touglit  Iivt  hand,  alio  reAitvd  il. 
1  would  save  Iter  now,  and  win  it." 

I  told  him  very  bnefly  the  Htory  of  my  own  af- 
fcrtion  for  hi;r,  aixl  <-onclu'ltid  with  tliuMt  wunb— 
"  hut  save  her,  or  give  me  the  mmua  of  saving  Iter 
on  th«  condition  that  *hc  i»  yourX  if  Hh«  will  her- 
eelf  accept  it,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  shew  you 
that  I  am  be  raitliful  against  all  tlie  hopes  I  l»ve 
entertained  us  1  haw  btfii  i'n  them." 

"  My  servjoe  is  offered  as  froely  as  your'i.  I 
should  make  no  conditions  for  lier  dcUvurance,"  lie 
repliwl ;  "  but  we  undttnland  each  otht-r  n>  mi-n 
iiliould.  Our  feelings  would  only  bo  our  foes  if 
they  were  hot  perfertly  under  our  command,  in  a 
caso  liku  tJiin.     1   have  learned  to  ajMoctatc  wilh 
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Wonrkk  tiiinself,  and  the  Bishop  of  BeanraNial 
to  endure  tlif^ir  ImtreO  of  hf>r  wltNooI  tb^a^ 
and  this  too,  whtn  I  confess  that  I  aet>  no  bojxn 
frtratagem,  onJy  tiuit  I  may  loee  no  rhuicr  in  tl» 
moment  if  it  itliouM  come." 

My  ti'nijicrameut  even  nroundii  and  fiiAoMi  IkI 
not  so  entirely  suMuwl,  and  I  foil  niy  own  wok- 
ness  in  asking  him  of  the  pnst,  and  qualiMtl* 
desire  by  iu  poi«ble  bearing  ou  live  fulujr,  B* 
pcrcolvod  my  thoughts.  **  Nay,  I  am  ni>I  such  «t 
ttQchorit«,"  he  repliwl ;  "  but  th«t  sympoUiy.  »iwt 
it  may  be  InMtwl,  is  too  wekonie  to  nn-d  wxcwr. 
or  that  I  dwuld  despise  yota  for  CTitortaiiung  M- 
ings  1  only  desire  to  control  at  need.  Th«  cil^ 
gates  are  d«it,  but  you  have  btrcn  a  Boldiw,  yw 
can  watch  for  a  night  j  we  will  walk  in  the  fiol^ 
and  there,  indeed,  wn  may  converSif  njoet  w^njrrij" 
So  Mying,  we  bent  our  way  towarrfa  Uio  imikal 
abbey  of  St.  tiorvais,  aixl,  paning  orer  the  lull 
which  >t  frtand«.  we  were  Ntfe  from  obsei 
froni  tlie  castle,  and  he  related  to  mv  what  he 
of  Jeanne's  fortunes  since  her  <-apturo. 

"I  wa«  tkot  proDent,"  he  said,  ■■  on  the  da' 
which  it  soems  you  witnessed  IJie  result.  Liyonoel,  ^i 
Bastard  of  Wnd/Vme,  waH  Uie  iwnon  who  claimed  ■{ 
her  as  lu-i  priKOnnr,  thouglt  ithe  fiurmMloMd  indnd  ^ 
to  none,  but  was  environed  and  restrainod  by  he 
party.  To  lilii),  however,  John  of  fjuxembourg,  tt» 
general  uiulerwlioin  lie  served,  prcimiseU  a  reaaunable 
advantage  for  his  deed,  and  took  the  im)xkrtu>t 
priw*  int<»  his  own  custody.  Tlie  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy himGelf  went  before  the  evening  cIomkI  tu 
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har.  Ho  endeavoured  to  rcuMHi  as  to  the  part  she 
had  token  in  tlie  war,  but  hn  rupliec  were  ntcli  &■ 
•nolufclironidier,  Bnguerrand  de  Moostralut.  who 
MCOmpanied  him,  did  Dot  care  to  speak  nf,  so  that 
probably  he  will  make  haste  to  forgi-t  wtiat  puwd 
at  tliB  intun'iiw,  if  he  do  not  choose  to  falaifjr  his 
history.  'I'lie  soldiom  lli><:k«.-(i  tu  lust  as  to  »oine 
wotMlvr.of  which  theywould  fun  discover  tlw  ei-H:rat; 
thair  marvel  wa>  mther  increBsed  at  th«  simple 
OHUliHrs  of  their  grvut  udwrstrj',  but  (rvtrii  tiw  re- 
spect of  U»e  rudest  was,  in  some  degree,  paid 
to  tlie  placid  resignation  and  unsuipriaed  dignity 
with  which  she  bors  her  reverse.  But  John  of 
Luxembourg  is  too  nobk-  &  Boldier  to  suffer  such  a 
captivB  to  remain  i!X]x»ed  to  the  nipiicious  insult 
of  the  soldiery ;  he  took  immediate  measures  to 
ssnd  her  to  hi«  csisUe  of  Bealieu,  nt  nu  (in^t  di*- 
taoce,  and  tht>ni  shu  would  have  prohuhly  rtiniUDed 
but  for  a  daring  attempt  at  escape. 

"V'ou  know  the  manner  in  which  such  prisOQ- 
towers  aru  built.  Tho  n]uirhm>ntK  nf  ttie  priMmera 
have  no  opeoii^  either  d  door  or  window  but  upon 
a  narrow  passage,  too  nurrow  to  be  (^lled  n  gal- 
lery, whicli  runs  belwe<en  tlw*  rooms  and  tlio  walls 
of  tltu  building,  and  the  windows  pierc«d  in  the 
walls  being  oppo«it4-  u>  those  of  the  rooms,  Uie  liglit 
is  scareely  so  much  impedi^d  as  by  a  mera  dascriptioa 
you  would  imagine.  The  doors  of  the  rooms  being 
well  iiuU'aiisl  without,  and  the  window  grated  with 
iron,  with  a  sentinel  onstontly  in  t)i>>  fpiilery,  all 
means  of  cscajie  would  appear  sufficiently  cut  ofT, 
but  at  tlui  cad  of  tiw  gallery  ilwlf  i*  nlw  n 
gt.-'ing  door,  fastvned   ujioii  tti«  sentinel  liimself. 


Rxce[»t  only  at  ttw  timet  of  rvlicviog  l)w  wai^, 
or   bringing   food   for   thtt    prisoner.     To  J-iaot 
one  obctuclft  offen'd  llip  nit.>aite  of  wummuntlTi;  '^ 
oth«r.    Hjr  repented  trieild,  while  rdnvtinl! 
h*r  guAnlit,  »lie  found  tliat  the  bare  of  htr  wi^:  ' 
would  piTiuil  ht-r,  liy  a  gr\iat  i-ffbrt,  to  (wss  Ivin-^ 
diem,  partly  ttmt  om  nwt  rather  loo«c  in  it 
and  partly  that  such  a  greting  wtu  fiardly  lui'  iv^"' 
to  (<onfino  ltRil»  90  active  aii<]  KlunUer  m  Iier  <»& 
'I'Ik  door,  too,  of  the  room  was  beyond  the  witxl^ 
in  tlie  gall«ry,  bo  that,  «duld   slic    ouou  pa»  tit 
witidow  while  her  guard  was  at  htir  door  "»  i"  ^' 
room,   she  would  bv  botweea  lilm   and  Uie  oul" , 
door  of  the  galkry. 
"  *Tlu!  Ktiempl  waa  despemte,  hut  Jeanno  egtiUl 
tilNMr  fiond«)(cend  to  cooceal  that  mIio  xvoutd  lisir 
ab  toMuis  untried  for  escape,  and,  preferring 
to  imprisonment  in  the  power  of  tlie  Knglisti 
vaWd  risk  «t  «*ven  !(.•»«  tiiao  usua].     She  chow 
moment  when  the  door  at  tliecml  of  lliugullt- rr  wiul 
unlocked  to  admit  praTiBtonK,  and  \ett  o]w>u  for  tfa«| 
guani  to  rotuni  wiUi  Uks  fragments  of  In-r  pnrvioat 
meal,  fur,  while  in  the  power  of  the  Burgnudiuiu, 
she  was  subject  to  no  mean  and  mortifying  wiuiU. 
"  Btit  the  attempt  only  served  lu  prove  lo  tlti>ni ; 
tJie  entf rpriie  of  her  character ;  she   {ximsix)   Ui«  I 
window  as  she  had  purpcMc«l,  while  tho  guard  watl 
busied  at  her  door ;  sJtc  ran  instantly  along  tlio  gal- 1 
Iwy,  which  d«  Iwid  well  noted  as  she  fnU^n^l  it,  I 
end  abe  turned  the  key  of  the  door  iil  iIm^  t-n 
pa<«age  upon  her  pumuer.  Alivutly  had  slu 
pa«t  tlie  two  or  Uirce  attendants,  ti^r\-ing'tden 
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rather  tlian  tddiers,  who  waited  ni  UkO  outer  door 
of  t)io  tower ;  but  tlie  imprisoned  aeotinet  gavu  tlw 
alunn  froin  Uie  outer  wituiow,  he  w»8  beard  by  bit 
GoiDradv!*  on  the  woUs,  tJie  unamQud  girt  was  sux- 
roundvd  by  the  garrison,  jeastaJKo  v/as  idio,  9he 
was  led  back  to  tliv  tuwur,  aiid,  till  notice  coukl  be 
«cnt  to  Sir  Joltn  of  LAixvinbuui^,  the  wa*  placed  in 
one  of  lliowj  deep  and  gloomy  cella  from  which,  i»  ftf) 
ncapi>,uDleeemeo  could  chmb  high  smooth widl»ua> 
auMited,  thereto  begin  thovaiu  effort  for  liberetiati. 

"  This  iitt('nipt,  «>  near  to  its  accompU*hinenl, 
and  tiM^  C4t«tlg  itself  being  so  close  to  tiia  w<m)i;  of 
war,  the  Burgiuidian  general  tliought  it  prudeDt, 
and  perhap«  kind,  to  n.'mov«  hur  to  lliu  vn»lle  of 
Btaurcvoir,  wluch  Ite  holda  in  right  of  bis  wife,  the 
Liady  of  Beaurevoir,  and  whero,  frout  the  greattif 
difficulty  of  6nding  aii),  so  stiict  a  pritoii  as  tliat  tu 
which  »hv  wuti  now  cottfiued  would  nut  be  oot-diHl. 
Still  stie  refused  to  give  b«r  wottl,  upon  which  shi* 
might  have  bwrn  admitted  to  comparative  libert;^, 
but  on  tlie  uouditioii  that  a  Gum  abouUl  be  initnodi,-? 
•tcly  nanu^l  for  Iter  ransom,  and,  tixnigh  that 
slwuld  be  estimated  ot  t4;n  iIioumukI  fnUK»,  Iwr 
brothem  Ikad  money  and  eSixts  in  tlteir  hands  <»f 
more  than  that  value,  whiidi,  titough  pn»ci]ka]|y  in- 
tended fur  the  •errtw  of  thi>  war,  tlvc  did  uot  mis- 
judgi>  her  kii^  in  nippoting  they  would  have 
immediate  permission  to  use  for  h«r  releam. 

"  But  thix  Joho  of  Luxembourg  wan  uiMbl«  lu 
•tipulalo.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy,  choosing  w  h« 
does  the  alliance  or  the  service  of  Henry  V'l^  ha^ 
yet  not  been  so  well  tf«ut«d  l^jt  liia  brother-in-l«w 
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of  Bedford,  but  that  ho  in.  wull  content  to  hnvn  the 
latp  of  th?  war  lu  his  own  Iiands. 

"  FVoru  tike  IJrxt  in;»laiit  tlint  li«  k>iew  of  Jeanne's 
captiin',  Im  strictly  t'cn-bodeuU  ntrgotiation  for  liur 
niii»>m,  an  order  which  his  general  and  vnssal,  John 
of  Luxf^itihotirf;,  hail  but  to  obey.  The  Lni|uitiitor 
of  France  had  claimed  her  fnam  htni  on  u  charge  of 
lieresT,  but  Philip  of  Burgundy  U  not  a  ]>riitce  to 
yieM  to  Ihr  will  of  cliurohinen ;  the  Univirnity  of 
Piiris  wrote  to  support  the  claim,  tlieir  letters 
were  uiiauxweted  lij'  him  ;  they  applied  to  John  of 
Luxombuurg,  and  Ih>  only  rrferrrd  thcin  to  the 
prince,  who  liad  alnmdy  neglected  them :  it  was 
policy,  not  religion,  that  I'hilip  would  obey.  Jeaim«, 
undiT  a  »tronf;  aiid  Klrict  ewiort,  WM  Ivil  to  Beau> 
revoir,  and  there  1,  an  ufBcer  of  Jolm  of  Luxem- 
boui^'e,  first  saw  her.  Why  .ihould  I  apeak  of  tlie 
painful  ititamst,  increasing  oonsluntly  in  it«  in- 
tensity, wliitli  I  tiavn  since  felt  in  her  belialf  ?  The 
uircunistaiices  thenisetvea  will  account  for  my  lore, 
nod  toll  Um  wn^tchediWM  of  fv«Ung«  which  my 
situation  forced  me  to  hide. 

"  It  was  ttot  in  prudence  to  allow  one  so  daring 
greater  liberty  tluin  was  absolutely  needed,  but 
kimluees  seemed  to  make  e  happy  compratnise  witli 
duty.  The  highest  room  of  tlie  donjon  of  Bcau- 
revoir,  approached  only  by  a  narrow  and  winding 
Itair  ina  side  turret,  appears)  to  be  at  a  height  from 
tho  ground  which  would  render  all  attvmpt  at 
escape  impossible,  even  to  Imr  own  bo|K«,  Tlie 
IWIU9  side  tower  continued  tite  staircase  to  Ui« 
leads,  and  there  she  would  sometimes  walk  with 
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the  lady  of  Boaurwoir,  anil  her  sisU^r-in-law,  the 
DatnuiepIIe  de  Luxembourg,  and  Eomplimcs  my 
duty  and  ti>eir  good  pleasure  p<iniiitt<>d  me  t»  joiu 
in  tlieir  socie^. 

"  During  tboe  indtilgeDceB  she  would  laughingly 
give  her  nonl  to  the  noble kdy  whotn  Mhe  iulinitted 
to  be  her  true  captor,  to  ttiat  our  convi>r«itii>n  was 
tt  truce  witliout  anxiety.  Site  freely  related  her 
«xptoit» ;  to  freely  that  it  was  olour  nhe  looked  on 
tbom  without  pride ;  and  she  wondtrod  rutlu^r  nt 
our  fiurpriiie  than  at  the  relations  which  utu¥«d 
Uwm,  attributing  all  to  Heaven.  Even  her  anxieties 
for  \wT  ovm  cause  became  objet-U  of  interest  to  u* 
her  enemies,  if  enemies  we  should  be  calltxl :  such 
interoourso  proved  to  m«  tltc  wn^tchedneas  of  alt 
enmity. 

"  She  spoke  to  us  still  frankly  of  her  own  hope  of 
escape,  not  caring;  so  much  for  herself  as  tlial  slw 
might  i<ucc«>ur  the  people  uf  Cumpi^gne,  wbosw 
miseries  site  could  well  paint  from  what  sbe  Itad 
fritaesMd  of  the  endurance  of  tlie  Orleanncusw 
Aware  of  the  malice  of  the  Bugli«)i,  but  tjutie  un- 
conscious of  tlte  means  by  which  tbey  could  exer- 
etw  it,  hnr  oidyfeiir  wcmed  to  be  of  iongimpmou- 
nKDt,  of  degrading  insiUt,  from  their  hands.  But 
wlien  the  laily  of  Luxembourg,  imable  from  her  tears 
to  dissemble  the  truth  that  slic  must  perhaps  be 
ddiven^l  to  tbem  ut  tlivir  drmaml,  pitied  an<l 
ntounifld  over  her,  as  though  she  had  been  her  owu 
relation,  .leamie  herself  would  take  up  the  tone  of 
a  comforter,  and  by  ber  own  calinne«  restore  other* 
to  fortitude. 
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,  "Loving  Uwpgorpit«nui»r  as  tli-  -    '*  *    '    '   1ii*4( 
Beauievuir  liati  much  to  vomica.—  nm 

not  iguonuit  uf  Um maohinationft-of  vrbkli  iI«wih 
was  still  unromciouK;  wi-  knew  of  tbe  dM/gU  of 
iH^re^y  pursued  witb  unrekuttiig  uaj^eniiitiA  17  Rent 
Okucltoii,  Uvo  Bi*lu>p  uf  Beauvais,  We  koow  tteV 
even  the  male  dresH  Av  worn  was  to  Ix^xiiw)  thd 
subjeu  of  deadly  accusatkio,  and,  touching  m  tn^ 
dtjrly  u«  i*«  couU)  U()un  Utu  nwitivc,  we  ut^ul  Imt 
ofteQ  to  la;  it  luiilu.  '  1  would  dd  as  luuoU  U 
pleaae  you  as  auy  lady  in  Fraiic«,  the  Queen  ubl; 
«x<.-opt<>d,'  «li«  i«))lied  to  hex  tM»t«s», '  but  Lliis  I  wnT 
ID  obedience  to  lleavi-u,  and  till  I  oru  permitlad  to 
laj  aside  my  wutk  I  must  not  reiKiutice  it-' 

"  The  fiimtly  wUirh  ali«  had  to  iiit^'t  rC*}utnJ 
llw  suhUelin  »(  Gulioolroca  and  ttw  arts  of  |ia6tL 
ctaai  to  defeat  it,  ratJier  titan  the  honest  friAtulabi^ 
we  could  oSiM'.  C'nuchon,  drivfii  fntin  Ids  dioceM 
by  the  sucoees  of  tier  &rm»,  appvarvd  determinad  u 
prore  how  forniidabh!  a  majQ  of  meaa  abilitiM  can 
be,  whocaBtvandoallconwieiice,  and  evun  dnvocy. 
in  Uie  U90  of  them.  He  incittHl  thi!  uaivemty  %J 
Paria  by  indamiitg  iu  anger  againet  that  |x>rtiAn  of 
it  wbich  hud  b«4>n  e«Ubhsti«d  by  King  Charles  at 
Pbltien,  and  whose  decision  fint  authurizoU  Uw  co- 
terpriM  of  the  maiden.  He  allied  himeelf  tri  Uii> 
Imjuioitor,  wlmae  power  every  French  bitlwp  IhuI 
liithorto  ctidoaTuurvd'to  mntnun  or  abolish,  making 
the  only  price  of  his  support  lltut  Ito  sliould  hiuMutf 
Im  hor  judge.  He  sought  erideuoe  to  pruvo  tbiit 
she  was  takun  in  hia  diounw,  which,  nour  to  Coai* 
II    ■  .1    I.  ■   r-  ,'--li 
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pi^e,  join*  Uuit  <^  SoImods,;  which  proof  alotui 
could  give  him  a  jurisdtcrtion  (iT«r  !»«ri 

"  All  this  he  <lirl  u*  n  hiHhoii,  nn<l  Htt>  Knglikh 
glmlly  ginsped  at  su«h  an  inslnmierrt.  Thvy  knnw 
well  thiit  ihp  »tigm»  of  soHwry,  or  *wn  of  harosy; 
if  il  could  be  maiiilain'Nl,  wuuld  n»wr!«»a]l  thBp«-' 
diluctiona  whi<di  Wr  «iKre('»B  hud  raisctl,  luid  make 
even  lier  fViend*  drvad,  for  thenr  own  »&ko«.  I» 
nungic  tlieir  cause  with  her'g.  But  still  atw  waa 
tht-  prisoDer  of  Burgundy,  who  wmild  not  sofTnr'k' 
imlale  to  mnbdi  lii«  prix«  from  him  on  KW^h  u  pieiiu 
Pierre  (^ui^bnn  lUNaitned  a  new  chara^^'tvr.  '■' 

"  H«  who  sought  U>  be  her  judg«  d(>inaDdMl  li«r 
a*  tile  envoy  of  tho  Bnglikli  kiti^.  H«  wiiut,  em- 
powered by  Budfoi-d  nnd  Uis  council,  to  tlw  court 
of  Philip  of  Burgundy,  and  thftre,  on  th«  part  of 
Hvory  VI.,  fonimlly  nad  letters,  demanding  that 
site  should  tm  givi'u  up  to  that  wwrcign  an  chief  of 
titi^  war;  and,  though  the  Hnglivh  tri^^i'ory  wm  sa- 
poor  tlial  it«  servants  in  i*aris  were  reduced  to  the; 
tDruest  wonta,  he  offmrnd  fimt  lix  thouaand  livree 
for  hof  person,  in  liini  of  mti«»ii,  wIih:))  Bur^ndj 
and  Jolin  of  Luxvmbourfr  might  exp<tct,  bcHtdMOOl 
rnou)  annuity  to  the  ilaatard  of  VendAow,  andj  irt' 
tins  ante  breath,  by  llu*  wine  letter,  if  that  should! 
be  refu.ii'd,  tliu  fidl  tt^in  thousand  livn-e,  by  ptiynM^t' 
of  which  Henry  wiaUl  claim  any  prisoner,  were  ill 
Cbaries  himaetft  from  tlmse  «)m>  fought  umler  liia 
ttttne.  "I'i- 

"  Tli«  Bur^indion  Inf  lers  hai.1  oo  rvrply  but  sub> ' 
miauon,  unWee  the  i>uke  woro  prapared  at  once  to 
renounce  the  (rieiKlship  of  England,  neud  a  defiauca 
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to  hw  brolheif -in-law  of  BuUonl,  uid  Nptwf « 
once,  and  without  time  for  coiiditionft,  ib»aimii 
tiini  ID  whw«  pre»enee  his  ftitlicr  wai  sisin.  tb 
endmvouruil  to  gain  time,  for  Bmbasmkn  &■ 
Charhw  won>  with  him,  urf^itig  him  to  peitfMk 
the  Krenoh  munarctt,  and  tliv  (lcliv(!nu)t<uD[  Jauori 
but  Cauchon  wai  fuUj-  nuthorii-.ixl.  tin<J  fuU]r|a» 
pared.  He  fuund  that  to  rol'use  Uii>  king  ot  8Bf> 
land  in  thtK  com)  was  the  test  by  which  fak  ua? 
must  be  openly  declorwi  or  ronoum-i-d.  Heotx^ 
thft  foreigQor  whom  ho  hail  chnFvn  ibr  hh  tern- 
reign. 

**  It  wo*  in  memy  that  we  at  lon^tk  iniimno 
Jeanne  of  Uweu  jwoovedinga,  whilt;  th«y  wm  f<< 
in  prognea,  that  ahe  might  rptnovi;  tUI  prntutcMfo 
the  accusatiuns  annoUQced  ugoinitt  her.  But  ■!* 
viaw«d  ber  dutj-  in  a  difTerent  li^ht ;  it  wat  act  fat 
ber,  as  she  huliercd,  to  qiinlify  or  to  abandoo  htt 
nourBe.but  to  resist  and  mBiDtuin  it  th^moroatMiii);. 
Without  botmying  f<>ar  olie  cast  aaitlu  all  lifthlaai 
of  manner,  even  in  \wt  ntotm'nto  tif  con  fidt-tutn  aM 
rabzaliua  {  tlio  eufferings  of  Iho  pi>o|iIi>  of  ijaat- 
pitgne,  her  indignant  reproaches  of  tiiv  English  fnr 
tlieir  hutrvil,  wi<r<>  tlumieft  to  whiob  we  began  t» 
listen,  even  witli  sympathy. 

"  She  asked  of  us  do  aid,  and,  bad  atba  doot  wa, 
<>ri>R  Om:  liiily  of  Luxembourg,  wife  as  the  is  of  a 
great  Butgundiou  leader,  was  gdmoat  prupamil  In 
ailbrd  it.  Id  the  silcuoe  of  l»er  own  thoughts  rin 
pnrpnn'd  for  a  desperate  enterprise,  It  was  to  lanp 
from  the  hniglit  of  the  tower  in  wliich  slto  wa* 
lodged,  an  attempt  wblcli  bore  tbe  aisjwct  of  death 
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SO  «urely  tiiat  none  liod  ever  thought  of  providiug 
against  th«  chance.     She  praynl  for  eucc^u,  but 
her  V'oicAs  diuuoiJed  her,  and  told  Iwr  tltut  she' 
mutt  he  tlK>  GK[>tJvft  of  the  English  ;  Uioy  promiwd 
li*r  the  deliverance  of  Compt^gne,  but  she  burned  < 
to  share   in   the    ftehievmieiit,  and    though   sliB' 
doobtwl  not  Uh-  event  wliun  told  to  her,  it  was  tle- 
Uqwd.    The  Voic«  which  §hq  recognixnl  as  St.  Ka- 
tbftriop,  wati  thu  one  UM-d  lo  forbid  her,  but,  contrary 
to  all  her  fomwr  tront,  tlw  rcHMnHtl,  diiputoJ,  ami 
Kiu^it  to  change  the  announced  will,  pleading  that 
she  would  ratl>pr  die  tJian  be  given  up  to  the  English. 

"  News  of  the  eonipltttion  of  Cnuchon's  bargain 
was  hrought.  She  li«anl  that  cv«n  Iwr  lulvocaiiH 
in  Paris,  wonipn  like  h<jr&«lt',  did  not  escape  tl>e 
Bamtm.  8)>R  yii.-hh'd  to  Uiv  Ntnong  t'^mptatiait.  Slio 
ooinmittad  her^ulf  to  Gud,  and  sprang  from  the 
window  of  Ikn'  roum.  We  found  her  at  the  foot  of 
tiie  tower,  and  for  a  time  we  helicvcrd  tltat  she  was 
tlcsul. 

"  It  was  witli  the  mtitiacticai  of  pity  that  we 
thought  no.  Bui,  nt  thf  liidy  "f  Bi-aun'voir  bent 
orer  the  bndj,  Jeanne  breulhi-d.  She  o|wned  Iter 
eyes,  but  for  awhile  tiwy  were  not  bent  ou  us ;  we 
beard  her  thank,  !n  fiT'bla  accent*,  others  around 
b*r  for  hw  preiwrvnliun,  repent  of  a  *itil'ut  diitolx' 
diem-e,  and  resign  herself  calmly  to  thi>  futnrs. 
I'ht^n  slie  thanked  us,  and  ai.  thiiugh  she  was 
i^orely  hurt,  hi-r  limlw  were  unhrok«'n,  the  was 
borne  baek  to  lier  prison . 

"  An  b<>r  health  returned,  the  related  to  u^,  simply 
and   uuiulidly,   her   mutiviw.   and   tlto  diaBUasiuns 
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of  h«r  Voices.     But,  na  she  wn*  pcrfrctly 
the  limo  caiiw  wIiod  he  who   hail  alniiJj  fiL  _ 
Iter  must  be  Eaiufied,     It  waa  a  Ai»A  uot  to  !?1 
conlcmplatpd  with  paU<-nce.     C'aucltiui,  even  Cm- 
dion,  (lid  nut  dioow:  tu  iippeur  on  Unit  sttov  to- 
■rif.,    Onvc  aMured  tliat  she  wa^  Iti*,  h«  retire)  t>  j 
prepare  for  tbe  judicial  chiumLUT  wliicli  V™{ 
also  to  assume,  and  witli    which   tltnt   of  ndu 
DMntied  iooompatible  even  to  him. 

"  Almoat  witliout  a  wurd,  hin  lips  compm 
if  li«  dared  not  trust  tlieui  wiUi  s|»«cb,  his 
bent  in  clefiaiwe,  oh  if  he  expectc<1  qucntltinofkv 
action,  John  of  Luxemhourg  le<l  h<?r  forth.  Bn 
own  air  was  sad  but  re^ign^  ;  she  had  ttMatf 
tilt!  comfort  aiid  pardon  of  whiuh  St.  KiiUiurinrlsi 
been  tho  minisUrr  to  lier,  and  the  promise  tbl 
Compi^ne  should  not  fal),  but  that  Uie  ar^ 
should  be  raji^  bcfori*  thi'  winter  PM*;  of  SU  Mii- 
tin.  This  had  restored  her  to  apjM^tite  afU^r  x^im 
Jb}-h  of  languisliing,  and  finally  to  health. 

"  All  was  pr«piin-d  for  Jkt  iKjnvcyarKv  to  Arm, 
and  the  time  had  purposely  bvcii  kept  eecret  fiua 
th«  wife  and  sister  of  Uie  chief  i  but  they  wfrv  ivA 
so  to  l>e  dci-civod ;  they  were  chi  \wr  piith,  nnd  butli 
hung  upon  her  neck  as  elio  oiTi^n-d  to  do|Mut. 

**  *  II  is  a  strange  office  for  men,'  said  the  Imly  of 
BMOnvuir,  unable  to  rontt-tid  with   her 
*to  make  prize  of  ^ucli  a  K-in^,  and  then 
for  gain  to  their  sworn  foes.' 

"T  would  rather,' onswi'ivii  .liihn  of  Luxitn-^ 
boui]g, '  that  slw  were  now  free  without  raiwoni.i 
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ttu  ntr  nmsom  w«to  Uiih  Tnir  c»uitl«,  tlian  so  part 
with  h«r.     It  ie  strange  if  you  do  opt  know  roe.'     [ 

"'Forgive  me,'  answered  tha  .Jftdy  ^, '  we  liave 
all  nnough  Ui  Ixiir,  JcniicM- ;  yuu  cun  hanlly  be, 
more  unhappy  tban  jour  enemies,'  , 

"  '  Xevcr  my  enen^^,-*  replied, ^he  maideai 
'  my  dmr  and  nublv  ItuliM  niw]  fHt^nds,  Furowoll  f 
pray  wilh  mo  for  the  fesxe  of  France,  tlial  such 
miseries  w  tltow,  liiayin  future  be  spared  to  ita 
childn.1.!'  "         '     "      ,, 

*'  At  Amvs,  Hichard  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  UVt 
wick,  wuitixl  to  rt-n-ive  her  from  tlio  DuI^v'h  vffi-., 
cere,  and  to  give  them  the  due  acknowledgmeat 
of  Uieir  AceA.  And  «ven  in  tbis  Burguudiau  tuvm 
all  looked  on  Iter  witlt  pity ;  and  a  good  cituten^ 
Jean  d«  Pressy,  offered  Iter  woman's  gear  to  shie^ 
liOT  from  tlu!  d)aT;gu  tliat  wa*  hruiti-d  against, 
her,  r«irful  of  Rltcmpt*  to  n;ecue  her,  the  strong, 
and  gloomy  castle  of  Crotryj,  on  the  seashore  o^ar 
the  inoutb  of  the  Socnme,  vw  tjic  first  plaw  .'of 
surety  in  wliith  tin?  English  Irxlgixl  Iirr,  but,  as  their 
devices  ripeoed,  she  was  ntMsletl  at  Rouen,  and  liere 
for  aiune  woek«  liat  slw  been.fo  Mnclly  guarded, 
that  tItDUgh  I  am  kmnvn  as  a  nohh-mim,  and  have, 
made  no  sign  that  could  forfeit  their  couSdeuco  Jn 
DM)  u  a  trusted  friend  .of  John  of  i.uK<Mitbour^ 
r  have  not  been  admittul  to  spetssh  with  Iter. 

"  Ii)dt«d,  I  have  made  no  strong  effort.  ^V^habf 
jxnver  I  may  ha vp,. I  would  reserve  for  lier  uw ;  at 
present,  I  am  cootrnt  .to  wutcli  their  witU,  luid  I 
luve  iipiea  upon  them  that  they  misdoubt  not.  By 
ttiia  I  may  map  no  moi«  than  the  nu-luncholy  satis- 


""  "^^ea  out  the  rest  t 
means  of  instant  correapon< 
available,  and  appointed  o 
castie  walls,  as  if  the  ven 
might  inspire  our  devices  fe 
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Cmaklk*  (lid  not  need  the  arrival  of  Jean  Pbs- 
qucrel  at  his  ouurt  to  rause.  groiit«r  energies  tiian 
he  had  ewr  yet  displayed  on  behalf  of  tlie  maiden. 
Even  if  be  had  needwl  iitciltftnent,  to  nuppose  which 
would  be  l">  wrong  the  gralitudu  ami  frienilfhip 
that  he  felt.  Mary  of  Anjou  wotUd,  in  this  instance, 
have  proved  an  irresiiitible  pleader. 

Hut  hu  waa  uneocustumcd  tu  the  plaitK  and  details 
of  action,  nor  did  Mary  pretend  to  a  sufficient  skill 
to  dtmct  a  series  of  endeavours  which  should  bind 
together  the  di^iunited  ami  rivul  nobility  of  France 
in  one  effort  on  behalf  of  the  l<)w4x>ni  mnidcn. 
He  reeofted  to  the  young ,  the  brave,  and  the  Itonest, 
John  of  Orli^ntt,  and  Alen^on  ;  tliey  were  willing, 
a»  would  l>o  many  of  their  rhividry,  to  rick  all  in 
her  re«ue,  but  even  they  knew  tlial  the  English 
force  was  still  strung  in  NormaiKly,  that  no  power 
UutL  llii-y  cijuM  openly  etnphrp  would  prevent  her 
enemies  Irom  carrying  her  into  England,  if  their  last 
pOHseHitiona  in  France  were  seriously  tlireatened ; 
thoy  spoke  of  Lu  Hire  aind  his  conquest  of  ChAtcaa 
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Ooillon),  as  offering  the  best  chance  for  twxass  in  I 
a  suFprifte,  but  Uiey  were  obliged  to  admit  that  | 
DO  such  rtntngt^'m  of  war  «pp>>at*d  likely  la  tvail 
aguitxt  tlie  very  point  which  tho  EngUsli  must  go- 
duloualy  guanle<L     The  offer  of  ran9i>n)  had  been 
iiutanlly  mudo  by  Pk-rrv   and   Jftun  d'ArC,  tiit  b 
king  uuUwriziDg  tbem  to  u»  all  the  trvanjrc  be-  ^ 
longing  to  htm  in  tiw  maiden's  ]w6se6sioi),  and 
offering  nil  furtlii^r  (uvixtanco^  tlml  timid  b**  giwn ; 
but  Burgundy's  ooM  reply  wits  that  ebe  mu  iliunipd 
by  llie  chief  of  tile  war,  acconling  to  the  laws  and 
usagejt,  uiKin  p»ym(.-nt  after  suth  rat<>  as  tliuugh  she      ' 
bod  bi-en  n  covcrrigo  priocc,  and  Bedford  dimply  H 
drclared  her  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  church. 

Charles  r«i»rtM)  to  the  IjOrd  of  Trfve*  ;  hii  ftX* 
perinKA,  hu  winlom,  his  y«t  unstmke'n  counts, 
could  (luviw  no  probable  means,  '*  They  have  her, 
and  they  know  the  value  oi"  their  gain,"  lnr  xoid  ; 
"  evoii  now  h^r  wr>-  nwiift  i*  «  tenor  to  tliem  in  | 
Biigltind  that  Gloucester  is  forced  to  renew  his 
proclamattoua  against  the  tn^asonable  panic  which 
witliholds.  their  soldiery  from  potoing  into  I'Wice, 
dtspelling  one  feur  by  anotlicr.  If  this  be  Iter ' 
power,  wlule  alie  is  in  their  own  prisons,  they  will 
never  l«t  her  paM  fn'im  them  willi  lifu.  1  myself  | 
cannot  blame  them.  Iiad  tlttry  any  tight  to  ttie  un- 
fortunate country  they  are  destroying,  for  huldiug 
Mich  a  foe  secun-ly ;  but  they  will  aim  at  mure,  they 
bam  already  laid  their  train." 
U'l**  They  will  defame  bor  and  me,"  said  Cbaries, 
"  by  thi*  i:lmrt;i'  of  heresy  or  witchcraft,  or  what 
other, liu  ttiej-  can  malw  ptauiibl?t  b^t  tru«  and 
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good  men  will  judge  between  ua  and  them  Btil), 
and  we  »lmU  liav«  their  u|>ii)iuo  now,  and  the  cei- 
t&inty  o(  Uif  tiuth  cWr  li«rvAfti;r  tu  iwn,  and  tlw 
greutest  and  surest  of  all  appeals  to  Gud," 

"  They  do  not  aim  otil)-  at  her  reputation,"  eaid 
tho  liordofTrtTOs.  "Tliuyknow,  iu>  wo  do,  that  lier 
life  is  really  fair  and  honest ;  all,  excepting  eotm 
bigots  to  their  coum,  and  tlioae  who  love  wondrra 
And  horroni  becaust-  tlieir  hearts  art:  crwil,  and  ate 
ooQvinced  hy  their  own  depraved  tuste<,  tliu;  will 
leare  no  quintion  ut  her  power,  tliey  will  attempt 
bei-  life." 

"  I  have  tliought  to  myself,"  said  Charles.  turn> 
tng  lick  and  pale  as  he  spoke.  *'  Oh  God  1  to  be 
tlie  rightful  king  of  Franee,  and  not  to  Iture  the 
power  of  saving  my  truest  Bubjeet !  If  we  wereto 
meet  their  ml;dtl!<^  in  it«  own  way— «>nd  ainbassa- 
don  toth<»  Pope ;" 

"  The  «Uy  of  your  enecny  I  who  has  givun  him 
this  kingdom,  or,  at  least,  confirmed  bis  title  to  il, 
and  who  looks  upon  H<.Mvi>ir>  waging  war  egaini^ 
tlie  causa  be  sanctions  as  being  a  scandol  to  be 
rooted  out,"  repticy)  the  Lord  of  Treves  ;  "  besido, 
the  appeal  she  iH-rtelf  muni  make,  or  it  cannot  be 
eatertainmit  so  my  the  doctors  of  biw  ;  make  the 
attempt  for  the  clearing  of  your  own  honour " 

*'  Of  my  own  «>ul !"  interrupted  the  king. 

"  But,"  rL-sumed  tlie  old  knight,  "  look  for  no 
other  reply  than  nich  at  you  liiLvu  received  from 
Bur^^undy  and  from  Bedford,  hiding  tlie  interested 
tfUtli  under  an  admitted  law." 

ClivleB  p(Ki»d  tW  room,  the  sweat  bursting  ftom 
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hi*  fon^MMtl,  tnd  iqiring  him,  pcriiaps,  from  tomn 
t«iriblo  convulsion.  <■  I  am  king !  kiti^  of  France  !" 
he  exclaimed  ;  "  king  of  the  first  r«alm  Uie  wnrltl 
contaiuB,  and  i  cnnnobsari;  Ih'j- who  renlly  maiii! 
mc  K>  from  hue,  cru«l,  bli»)y  injustice  \  I  hhw  no 
power,  then  ?"  he  n9ik<>d,  Wlwecn  his  grinding 
t«et1i,-««  he  »toppcd  bofora  the  Lord  of  Trfvtw. 

"Alas!  «re,"  sadly  ansvrend  his  o^-d  friend, 
"  are  you  yet  and  truly  poMwand  of  the  power  of 
jour  realm  i  ilMrill  requircyeancofykitl,  of  patience,  H 
of  lirmncee,  to  seoure  your  joBt  anthority.  Look  at  ~ 
the  (lUsensiunaofyour  niii*t  [wwerfu!  nobles,  a!l  of 
whom  murt  be  united  and  frar  you  to  make  you 
indeed  feared  as  you  should  be.  Bvra  the  Con- 
EteUe ■• 

Charles  struck  hh  fbrelicad,  as  if  with  sudden 
pain.  "  She  told  mc  w !  she  proplwwiwi  tliat  too  !" 
he  said.  '*  But  he  is  left  idle  at  Parthpnay,  through 
Ll«!  falw  counsel  of  others.  Trtvea,  you  do  not  say  n, 
but  you  must  dcspia?  nK.  Nay,  call  it  pity  or  what 
you  will,  *  despise  '  is  the  true  word.  It  is  a  dread. 
ful  iKfon,"  h(!  continued,  after  a  time, "  but  it  may 
be  a  wlmlesome  one  to  mo  and  to  Ftaiioi^  1  Think 
you  that  Kicbemont  could  save  her  now?  He 
offeTod  full  submiM'ion.i,  which  I  a  Tremoiiilla 
called  pretences ;  I  will  trust  liim.  if  you  but  Uy 
Umt  he  might  »ave  her." 

•'  Hi*  coun*i'llor  wn*  i^lritt  fur  awhile,  aiiil  lliim  im- 
plied: "Had  Richemont'^piiwcrbocnttien faithfully 
joined  with  our'Sr  this  calamity  might  not  ever  hare 
Bri<>pn  ;  if  it  liiid,  lime,  ami  our  a-<Kun-fIIy  ^roikter 
tu«cefK9,  would  have  plaueil  you,  are,  prubaUjii 
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a  condition  to  dictate  terms,  or,  at  least,  to  nvc 
bet  by  great  Bat-rificea ;  but  Richeniout  cuuld  now 
do  oo  mora  titan  any  uthcr  of  jour  gencraLi,  with 
this  grcat«r  diMulvaata^t  tliat,  if  you  sci-k  liim,  the 
submis^co  lie  was  willing  Ui«n  to  pay  he  might  now 
.■exact." 

*•  Kvery  word  is  too  clear,"  siiil  Cliarles ;  "  you 
should  liave  been  my  coiinBeltor  wliun  there  was 
time  to  employ  yuUJ-  for«iught ;  i  cannot  expect 
you  to  bo  able  to  r«vvi««  what  U  doiit! ;  but  La 
TraraouiUe  owea  me  toore,  1  have  endurnl  tlii«  by 
lum,  and  he  Js  bound  to  Gml  me  a  remedy.  Send 
for  tJie  Chiunburluin.  1  will  not  uxk  you  to  be  with 
U4^  but  be  at  hand.  I  liave  need  of  all  my  friends^ 
my  lord ;  and  let  llie  llisliop  of  ( ja^tres  be  with  you 
too.  Hit  will  porliapfi  rvpronch  tnv ;  it  is  bis 
duly  i  but  1  am  content  to  bear,  for  all  words  come 
short  of  my  own  thotigUtn.  1  am  content  to  bi-or 
if  I  may  amend." 

The  lord  of  Tr^ve*  silently  and  reverently  quitted 
tlie  room,  aiul  Charlo*  rvm^nvd  for  a  quarter  of  au 
hour  in  a  resigned  agony,  till  La  Trcmouilli;  en- 
tend. 

.,'  TIms  miiiLtti;r  a)>pruHiJied  liia  sos'ereign  with  the 
Bame  unrmbarraswd  and  even  superior  air  in  which 
he  irad  tto  long  intlutged,  but  tlie  King's  face,  almost 
for  the  Gr4  lime  in  his  lif(%  made  him  pause  and 
think.  "  Your  higliness  sent  for  roii— ■-"  he  siud, 
inquiringly. 

"  As  tbw  minister  to  whom  I  have  unsparingly 
«ODfided  all,"  ri'pUcd  Chark-s,  "  my  own  welfare, 
titat  of  my  kingilum,  my  honour,  tJie  safety  of  tliose 
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Llove.  Havvfuu  <tvorgtvcD  me  xlviou  upoiittiew 
mattore,  that  I  have  not  either  been  towtd  to  de- 
port from  by  3ur«r  cniinsel,  as  j-ou  \a,w  yourself^ 
admitted,  or  that  I  have  Dot  implicitly  fi>lluw«il  ?'^. 

'*  1  hope  your  tiighneiB,'*  said  |ja  Tremouille,  en- 
d^vouriug  Wtli  Ut  gaiu  time  for  liiitiMilf,  aiul  to 
Ivom  the  extent  of  th«  King's  deductions  from  pre- 
inift!*  «(i  pkin  uad  yet  so  Flurlling,  "  I  liope  your 
liighness  has  had  no  reasou  to  regret  vonfideno^ 
which  1  sltall  be  Uie  fitxt  to  boast  of  as  most  un- 
limitod." 

"  Which  you  at  least  admit  tlien  T'  said  Churle*. 

"  Which  I  repeat  has  been  my  greatest  honour, 
Iwwcver  little  my  ability  may  have  enabled  nie  to 
deserve  it."  replied  tike  niininti^r ;  "  and  methioks 
your  highness  viU  admit  that,  id  tltc  daily  increat* 
ing  prosperity  of  your  nffairs.  I  have  eotne  vindica- 
tion for  wtiat  I  have  counsellMl.*' 
-J,  f  Wliat  you  or  1   have  doue,  or  prevented  of 
good,"  said  Charles,  "  we  will  leavo  to  otlien  lo 
HfKak  ;  for  what  you  liave  propped  I  have  gene- 
rally beon  aiisworob'e  by  my  oonwiit.     To  praise 
you  would  be  to  vindicate  myself,  which  1  would  1 
could  do  with  tJie  full  allowance  t^my  owb  consci-  • 
cQcu.     But  wit  luivi!  both,  at  l«a«t,  trifled  with  op- 
portuuities  that  would  have  ooDsolidaUtl  my  power, , 
and  made  me,  as  the  king  of  Prance  should  be^  r^ 
fpect^  by  all  his  fricods,  and  dreaded  by  all  his'^ 
foes." 

jf*  Assuredly  your  highness  has  little  to  complain 
of  nn  Uiiit  hrtail,"  itaid  ti>e  miiti»ter. 
1 1'.  Xi"pii,>«iliXt"  wUpJ  Uio  King,  "  on  I  not,  in  mg 
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own  kingdom  of  Prance,  delii-pr  (rMn  the  hantli  of 
iiiurd«riHis  rebels,  aiid  priests  who  blasptiemfl  their 
offie*,  thl^  only  Ix'iog  wlio  has  ev«r  eerrcd  me  with- 
out one  eelfi^li  tliought  ?" 

'*'Iaiii  jour  liiglitHss'i  minititer,  but  not  the  dis- 
pcwrof  tlto  fates  of  klngdonw,"  replied  La  Trv- 
mouiUe. 
■■"  Yrt  «uch  might  my  minister  now  have  been," 

I^tiH  llie  moiiarc!) ;  "  do  not  misapprplii-nd  nw,  La 
TwmouilU',  1  uin  bitterly  blamrug  mywlfeveu  more, 
much  roorv  than  you.  In  the  midst  of  mUcry  find 
carnage  we  liave  been  bw  much  the  king  and  mi- 
nwb-r  in  jert,  till  we  have  xported  away  the  power 
luui  Uk  honour  of  our  gr^it  oflicee.  as  tliuugh  «6 
weni  not  n«poti«ible  for  tliein  at  (iod>  bar.  It  is 
frarfuJ  lo  [ook  bneh  u{)on  thut  idle  [tiwl  with  the 
conscience  of  a  changed  natun>,  an<l  to  know  one's 
self  answerable  for  the  folly,  the  sloth,  Uie  caw» 
urtiice,  tlic  ditlionour,  and,  in  tliem,  tbo  cruelty  of 
our  former  being :  but  tl»c  past  is  poet  in  all  but 
the  weight  it  li»ws  v\yeA\  the  mouI.  Wliat  say  you 
now,  who  have  stiared  that  with  me,  to  spare  nw 
the  remorse  of  the  future  ?  What  may  we  do  for 
tlio  delivenUK-o  of  Jeanne  d'Are  ?" 

*•  ^'our  Highness  can  neitJier  arcosc  yourwJf  nor 
me  of  lier  danger,  sur^j,"  "aid  La  'IVmouille.       '  i 

"  Had  we  accepted  tlte  eonstablv's  wrvices,  hail' 
WH  thought  only  nf  tlie  eotmnoB  good,  had  we  coRi: 
ciliated,  united,  deserved  to  t'ommand  the  nobility, 
h»d  l.fxiorever  mywif,  permitted  as  little  to  bt* 
diverted  from  the  mnffnOD'  goix)  by  OtK(.T#.  had  I 
wlighid  theWtvice  of  men'  only  as  it  was  htAieat 
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and  for  the  wdlareofatVaekedCharW,  incapable 
of  reprassing  the  individual  application  wliicli  liie 
words  end i-Avourt-d  to  cloak,  "  )ud  1  won  the  t^Klectm 
of  al]  men  by  energy  as  mucli  aa  I  have  lo^t  it  by  in- 
action, not  atl  Riy  ovrii,  will  yoti  tvll  Rie  that  the 
English  could  haro  hold  a  town  in  France,  in  whi<'h 
they  would  dare  to  arraign  my  3iu)}iHct  tor  her  alle- 
giance ?" 

"  It  U  beyond  me  so  to  trace  events,"  answered 
Um  miniver. 

"  The  patience  and  zeal  of  men  have  not  only 
trecet)  but  made  them  ere  now,"  said  Charles; 
"  and  for  what  in  prusperouK  in  our  pccent  state, 
i«  it  wo  who  have  achieved  it?  Has  she  not  won 
it  rather  in  spite  of  oar  coldness  than  by  our  help? 
But  I  do  not  mean  to  recriininuU-  or  reproach. 
W'eowe  a  dobt  to  ourselves,  which  our  future  live« 
must  pay.  I  come  to  you  a*  tJie  comrade  of  my 
idler  years,  that  you  may  shew  me  that  you  can  u 
easily  lead  graver  councils.  Save  tier,  La  Tre- 
mouille,  by  any  means  u  prince  may  avow  herv,  or 
a  man  not  tremble  for  hereafter,  and  you  are  mi- 
nister of  trance  while  Charles  live*  j  for  I  can  fliew 
you  to  all  ax  wortiiy  of  a  king'»  trust — nut  morely 
the  companion  of  a  revel,  but  a  strong  friend  in  roy 
grt^at  ne«l." 

La  Tn-mouilk'  considered  long  and  deeply.  H» 
knew  ttiat  Charles's  word  would  be  indeed  a  patent 
of  his  great  authority  for  life ;  but  the  task,  which 
was  above  the  fkill  of  wi-«i;  and  honest  ktatesmvn, 
far  transcended  liis.  Yet,  when  be  could  not  con- 
vince the  maoD»  he  might  divert  the  passion,  ai 
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if  the  fearful  ndvicn  lie  mcditiiU^  wure  taken,  aiid 
should  rvai  half  of  what  he  held  from  Charics't 
»c«i)trp,  tin*  miniiit<T  might  ruli-  the  reat.  Tothoee 
whose  poor  ambition  is  auDioHly,  the  usured  dc«- 
pottstn  of  a  village  ia  a  greater  bribe  than  the  wise 
and  n-sfi'mKihlc  aflminiKtrutiim  uf  n  kiiigilom. 

Yet  ho  hputaU-d  and  sp<?culated  on  the  wv4ik»em 
of  Clmrlea  and  th«  eagerness  of  hU  paaeion  com- 
bJninl,  when  lie  utt«n.tl  the  word  "  RepriMil." 

"  If  Bedfortl,  or  the  Cardinal  uf  Winchestirr,  or 
any  prince  of  HenryV  council,  were  in  my  power," 
ntpliod  Chartm,  "  wcuk  imd  shatneful  »«  it  would 
be,  I  could  scaroety  withhold  my  hand ;  but  on 
whom  ?  Beprisab  on  tlie  knighta  and  nobles,  who 
must,  in  tlivir  hiitrtx,  hatv  as  we  ilu  tli«  doun  of 
such  deeds?  And  ehall  1  be  like  them?  Shall  1 
niis.''  in  olherH  the  same  wretched  imj>otj^nt  craring 
for  justice  Uiut  I  feci  now,  uiwl  which  neitlier  man 
nor  Heaven  will  answer  ?  Do  not  tempt,  or,  rather, 
do  not  torture  me  witli  it,  for  I  have  thought  it  over 
till  1  iiAvt>  laughnl  like  a  demon  at  imaginary  re* 
vcnges.  I  asked  of  you  the  wisdom  uf  u  iiuko,  not 
the  mali<x.'  of  a  cliild.  They  liave  my  couun, 
Cliarles  of  Orleans,  next  heir  lo  tliv  crown  uAvr  my 
own  sun ;  they  have  the  Uuke  of  Bourbon,  near 
i>till  in  blood  to  me;  and  thtrw^  an-  not  nil  the 
pledges  Aiincour  has  left  them.  Imagine,  for  I 
havH  little  credit  to  support  with  one  who  knows  ine 
as  widl  as  you  do,  that  1  were  weak  enough  to  peril 
these,  and  tlie  many  relations  of  tlve  noblest  wlio 
serve  me,  and  tlten  t«ll  me  wliat  would  my  own  kin- 
dred  and  their's  do  next." 

m2 


244 


JOAX  OF  ARC, 


La  TremouiDc  wo;  ab«slinl  und  nlent. 

**  And  who  puts  her  in  this  peril  ?"  contJnuiHl 
Charles  bitt^^rly ;  "  not  Bi'dfnn)  and  the  Knglbh 
but  the  church,  in  t\w  person  of  Picm*  Cauchuii,  the 
traitor  Bishop  of  Beauvais.  Bedford  ie  too  wise  ta 
put  on  infaniy,  when  others  will  wear  it  for  him. 
The  broUitfr  of  Hvnry  V.  bus  a  fame  in  Uic  world ; 
Warwick  and  Talbot  are  renowned  for  chivalry.  Men 
«xtol  &ucli  113  are  bnivo  in  war,  juBt  or  unjust.  Tlw 
fooU '.  fo  to  prompt  the  trade  of  tlwir  own  miKeij  I 
Them  noble  Cnglitih  leaders  see  the  cowardice  of 
ttieir  crutiUy  to  this  poor  girl ;  tliey  are  content,  if 
it  can  b(i  made  sure  in  c&ect,  not  to  own  it.  Th«y 
tempt  churchmen  and  boohworm  scholars,  colder- 
blooded  titan  tliiuiutfllvcs,  mvn  to  whom  ovon  a 
b«ttl«-ficld  would  teach  some  meiCT,  for  they  look 
upon  torture,  dishonour,  death,  as  th«  subtle  dogma 
in  Ouiir  book*,  that  condvrnnK  to  them,  bIJnd  dis- 
putants of  words,  that  only  know  religion  aa  a  code 
hy  which  to  corivicL  Oh,  Bedford  knows  Iiis  tools  ! 
Hii^  vinall  cyv  would  look  mcniicr  still,  and  hts  heavy 
hog's  face  would  blush,  if  he  had  not  the  mighty 
cant  of  iJio  world  to  protect  him,  that  will  not  se« 
what  is  placed  before  its  cyv*,  but  will  rail  the  deed 
the  work  of  the  learned  t'niversity  of  Paris,  and  of 
tliG  z^-alnuK  Bixhop  of  Beauvais,  wluni  it  knows 
that  the  Regent  of  Prance  is  liounding  on  slavM, 
hypocrites,  and  traitors,  to  shed  blood.  GrMit 
Hcnvvn  !"  cuiitinwM.1  tlw  king,uutjiig  hirnu'lf  upon 
,hts  knees,  "  Justice  I  justice  1" 

Thus  be  r»'«iained  for  a  wbilf,  La  Tn-niouiUo 

^T^c^i^r^ .ap.t,  a^Mx!  ,fV'i^'>i>!^>f>)t  '<>''  ^  f^' 
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Jugs  vera  wann  oiul  biiick,  but  at  tlve  rvsolve^  to 
wnieti  it  might  l«rWl :  at  lengUi  C1tar1«s  rose,  and 
'l^iprooclied  liim  calmly. 
,  "  Perliajia  alt  jet  reels  with  ouiselres,"  h*  s«Wj 
*''  die  ImtA  ofTrf^eK,  all,  think  our  oiilj-  liojie  is  in 
a  Wcll-conccrted  and  scinrt  ntloitipt.  Think,  lU-visC 
'^if  villi  thom  and  with  me,  Qtvc  mo  your  tnic 
^utfl  hearty  help,  La  Trt'nn»uill«,  I  conjuru  j-ou,  by 
|bur  friendship.  1  will  »tan<i  between  yuu  and 
iRicbniioiil,  a«  I  have  iioae,  if  you  will  but  tetw 
me  DOW.  Spare  nothing.  Speak  ereit  of  tlK< 
wildest  hopes,  for  fVt-n  out  of  tl»*ni  may  corou  Bome 
tliapo.  Ah,  if  she  might  fashiun  it!  Think  upon 
QrWos,  and  our  hopelesiMiess  then,  and  huw,  out 
of  ourde»|iair,  xht^  raiM-d  uit  [wiwor.  And  iK-urwitti 
me,  Ltt  Tremoiiilii'.  If  I  liave  goaded  you,  it  iit  for 
the  needful  apeed." 

,  The  mini»ter*s  fea«  were  pa»t  for  tho  tinio,  and 
m  brgtu)  to  fivl  wrac  imli^natiunat  thereproachem 
hfi  liad  just  n-ceived;  but('harl<>i<did  not  await  IiU 
Wrda ;  he  replied  tu  the  limt  look  of  «x]Met*ilatioti : 
,^  "  Lu  Tremouille,  I  know  wt-ll  how  f»ir  I  am  in 
,Uie  right,  Tijere  are  »onie  ihingH  which  nvitlwr 
intiitt  rvmctober,  in  the  hupu,  in  tlie  assurance,  titey 
vill  not  return.  To  dismiss  tlieni  in  any  oUwr 
tiiiHt  I  should  not  now  daru,  and  to  Ik  forced  back 
iupoQ  there,  is  to  t«u:h  me  a  duty  as  certain  sji  it  it 
jtvni  aitd  painful." 

They  parted,  ami  Ln  Jnillc  awaitMl  Uie  miobter. 
M  Your  conference  has  nut  been  a  pleasant  one,  I 
fear,"  oaid  Uu!  minion. 

At  anotlH-r  Umu  Lu  Jaillu's  impertinence  would 
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have  been  plierVwl.  I>a  Tri'iiioiiil  1ft  how  only  looked 
«t  him  fix<Hli)'  and  saiJIy  :  — "  I  am  lost,"  li«  md, 
"  not  tliat  Charles  or  any  man  can  at  once  Bteadily 
foUow  resolves  against  all  hin  fontiiT  hal>iu,  but  tlw 
chaiigi-  U  Iwgun,  to  imply  that  he  will  weigh  men 
by  their  tioneat,  uiuolfisli  cutmsel,  that  be  will  do 
bia  duty  ratber  tlian  coni-ult  liii  will,  to  aee  tiie 
alt<>rtiative,  and  even  in  words  to  chouco  it,  speaks 
all.  And  might  not  I  cbnnge,  too  ?  His  are  yet 
but  the  Rcl«  of  youth,  the  world  will  pardon  them— 
Witli  rae — Ah,  and  tlie  endless  task,  the  wonder, 
the  ridiculo,  tite  atrangenem  ]  Pooh  !  I  have  not 
ull  tlii»  while  mistaken  tbe  world,  it  i«  a  game  of 
pleasure  and  plunder,  every  one  has  his  will  to 
gratiiy,  and  mine  has  boen  glonottsly  fed,  ay,  and 
must  be  still," 

At  the  end  of  this  half  soliloquy,  be  gave  to  La 
Jnitli!  Homc  details  of  tli«  couft-reocv,  with  KOme 
further  desponding  reniarke.  La  Jaille  was  do( 
again  seen  in  his  train,  and,  as  be  Miid,  all  the 
world  might  tell  the  reason,  tlie  sifindaluu#  treat- 
ment Ik-  had  received  front  the  mininter  aboti 
Marie  de  La  Meitleraye. 

In  Kouen  our  tio{)e«  could  find  as  little  resting- 
place  9»  tW  kiiig'»,  and  perhaps  it  was  an  addi> 
liona]  misery  to  us  that  every  day  brought  its 
rumour  of  cruelty,  of  insult  on  the  part  of  the  Eng- 
lish, or  of  daring  iniquity  on  (hat  of  Caucbon. 

Even  Warwick,  altliough  her  mortal  foe,  and 
imbued  with  the  brutality  of  thoM?  who  were  mi- 
manly  enough  U>  ap[>ortiflD  their  vengeance  to  the 
loss  they  had  justly  sustained,  had  found  it  an  in- 
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supportable  dishonour  to  leave  lier  id  the  hands  of 
the  guards  to  wliom  »lie  wu  fin>t  confii.l(,il,  and 
agaiitfit  wltutc  mutt  utrociout  attempts  s)ie  had  no 
protectjoa  but  lier  own  courage,  and  sonielinies  her 
cftlls  fur  aid.  We  cvi*n  lookwi  to  tlie  (UcceMive 
steps  of  till)  process  as  a  release  for  bcr  from  such 
indignities. 

TlwiM^  wi-rv  dclaytti  hy  tl»-ir  iiwn  evitii-ncw  of  in- 
justice. Many  who  were  called  to  take  part  in  the 
trial,  and  who  dared  not  avow  tht-ir  n-al  motive  for 
declining  it,  reconciled  their  fears  with  their  cim- 
science  by  various  excuses,  and  Kajmond  had  told 
Rie  that  vvfn  Jeuii  le  Mui^tre,  Uu^  vicv-itiquiutor, 
had  urgcil  doubts  of  his  own  powcre,  althuug}i  the 
process  aifi)rded  an  unrivalled  opportunity  for  coq- 
firtning  tho  juri.-Hhction  of  tin-  inquisition  in  FVaitc*. 
Then  our  heart*,  and  there  were  many  who  felt 
with  them,  gathered  the  truth  from  the  eagi^mess 
and  anxi4>tivs  of  our  enemies  ;  it  was  not  till  nfter. 
wards  that  it  was  crmfinned  hy  evidencR,  and  shown 
in  the  terrible  detail  of  jierievering  malice. 

At  thtf  Wginning  of  tlie  year  wts  karned  for  a 
truth,  by  the  publication  of  tho  letter*  patent  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  empowering  the  Bishop  of  BeaU' 
vais  to  proceed,  that  the  cliarge  of  sorcvry  was 
abandoned.  The  want  of  chastity,  it  is  well  known, 
has  alway*  been  h>>h]  nece^oary  to  this  ctiarge,  and 
purity  of  life  was  by  every  possible  investigation  so 
clearly  proved  on  behalf  of  Jeanne,  that  her  ene- 
mies  were  reltKiantly  obligctd  to  fort-go  Uie  main 
jroint  of  their  accusation. 

Th«re  remained  to  her  persecutors  the  charge 
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tliftt  »lic  liiul  constantly  worn  the  appcuvl  nf  a  i 
had  borne  arms  in  the  field,  aiid  lia<)  a^umed 
giil  of  iii^piriition :  tlii-y  tuxi.-d  licr  wilh  nhuKiiig  th? 
people  by  prophecies,  the  exact  i'ulfilu)Put  of  wltiiih 
was  the  rwil  motive  for  all  U>eir  procewliiig.  Tliey 
paintt-cl  litT  as  cniel,  every  one  of  wliww  clcwls  of 
ariua  had  beou  done  to  gain  peace ;  they  called  her  « 
tmitnos,  who  tuul  xaved  hi>r  i-oinilry ;  they  t^alW 
hvr  dif^fi  dl^wlutp,  wliidi  «hc  had  ii»uin«d  for  Uie 
greater  modesty ;  they  stigmatized  her  us  a  heretic, 
wliote  whole  life  wan  u  wries  of  devotions  accordii^ 
to  the  rules  of  the  church. 

l^livet,  canon  of  Beaurais  and  of  Bayvux,  a 
mail  of  brutal  manuertt  and  nioet  abusive  speech, 
mis  named  prom<»tcr  of  Ihi*  cautto.  A  milder  and 
justtir  «pint,  Jean  do  la  Funtaine,  wa«  commissioned 
as  examiner  in  the  preliminary  iDtiuisitJon,  and  long 
bvforc  iho  trial  t(.'riiiinntod  lie  had  yuitt^'d  tlie  de- 
tiberalioDs,  Notaries  of  tt[^rovwl  honenty  they 
Wfre  obliged  to  appoinl,  for,  to  the  honout  of  tlieir 
calling,  others  they  could  not  Cmi,  but  even  ^ttiefu 
lirere  comnHinded  not  to  write  tJl  ,tti|at  (hey  bettrd, 
and  the  good  .lean  Massieu,  the. apparitor,  whose 
pflicw  was  upwially  to  wattii  over  iier,  and  brijtg  Iwr 
to  the  court,  was  obligeil  U>  coo'n'eal  cvi?ry  ac(  or 
n^anityaHa  crime  againat  those  whoeiDployedblis. 

A"  Ikt  coimwlkir,  and  evi;n  her  confiMsor.  Maltrc 
Nicolas  L'Qyiselcur  w«»  apjx^utcd,  u  iiiun  too  wilj 
for,  his  arte  ttibe  di^toeed,  except  wlnai  they  were 
toni  from  him  by  unWral^le  paini  let  h^  tt^ica^ 
f^r  bun^olf  in  thcs,-gucl,,  ,^  ., ,  .   '    ,'r:lr^'],u'" 
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at  King  CliarU>s  to  be  found  in  Roiii'ii,  if  not 
ne  Ibrms  of  luw,  which  pt-rhajie  niiglit  1m) 
Kti0fi«<l  with  imprisonment,  y«t  bv  the  veugoani-e 
oPtlno  Englitih  Kol(1i«ry  ;  for  a  lime,  tlictt-fore,  fix. 
Mpiing  my  comitiunicatioRS  with  RaymoDil.  thvru 
waa  DO  one  with  whom  I  could  speak  of  lier  fate. 
Bot  a  casual  ^xprciuinn  of  oiio  Ji-nn  ^fi)r(>au,  a 
tradiir  Bottlctl  in  Uic  city,  tulil  mo  that  he  woi  of 
our  neighbourhood,  and  after  a  short  time  vn  Mf^ 
collected  efkch  otiier.  In  a  state  w)  rontinually 
ohaiigiitg  u  hod  be«ii  that  of  France  fur  many 
yean,  tlie  govemmenU  could  not  entirely  shut  Clieir 
temtorien  agaiuit  oecrct  envjnies,  and  .)(-nn  Alo- 
reau  had.  although  an  Amiagnac,  eetablislted  him- 
self  among  the  I'liigli^i. 

Af  IX  rouiitriF'itum  of  Jeanne,  ]w  wac  turv  to  be 
her  partizaii,  and  this  soon  led  lo  a  friendship  be- 
tween us.  It  was  usfileu  to  inlnxluce  liiiii  to  Ray- 
mon<i  dc  Ma^y,  wlicn  every  one'*  swrct  iK'i?<!od  Uic 
•afety  of  tlio  fewest  confidents ;  but  .Jean  Moreau 
■nd  I  sought  intelligence  among  the  lower  peopl<-, 
■ik)  Raymond  with  great  ulf-posKeoHlon  «till  held 
the  oonfidenee  of  some  of  the  greatest  He  had 
adroitly  |>rocured  hintiielf  to  be  named  by  John  of 
Luxembourg  a  negotiator  on  his  part,  and  that  of 
the  l>uke  of  Burgundy,  for  the  settlement  of  some 
pecuniary  claims,  and  this  gave  him  a<.-ce«t  and  uii 
excuM  fur  idly  remaining  in  Rouen,  which,  in  tlw 
present  state  of  the  English  treasury,  tlie  council 
were  not  anxious  to  rem<n'e. 

But  even  tils  tM:if-i:ontrol  was  put  to  a  severe 
trial  by  news  which  I  liad  gatltered  from  J»iq  Mu- 
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prvcautioD,  that 
dimple  coun[r}'niaiicouUI  nut  refrain  fn>ni  declaring 
liis  birtliplactf  to  oxus  nf  ihi.-  same  province,  Nicotaa 
Baillj,  a  scribe,  who  in  return  informed  him  that  hv 
had  Ihh^p  commi»«i«iHtl  b;  tiw-  Bishujt  of  Beauvais 
and  tile  agents  of  tli^  King  of  England  in  Cliam- 
pagne  to  make  judicial  inquiries  at  Dumremy  as 
to  th«  earlj  life  of  the  niuidrn.  Answore,  as  may 
well  be  §uppoeed,  were  favourable  eren  to  vntbu- 
aia»m,  but  wlu-n  he  coiumnuicated  Uiese.  Erst  to 
the  Captuin  of  Chaumont,  and  aA«nnirdit  to  the 
BisFlop  of  Beau^-ais,  his  only  reward  was  abuse 
mingliMl  witli  tlireata,  and  lie  could  not  even  gain 
tli«  ri*uiiburKt^n<!nl  of  hif  vxpvnsc*. 

"  Think  yon  it  was  for  this,  traitor  and  miscreant 
asfou  are,"  said  f'auchoo  tohim,  "tliat  I  sent  you 
to  IJomremy  !  your  jiervincs  shall  be  jiaid  as  they 
havD  prtjvod  of  worth  to  the  accusation  ;  spoak  of 
them  Bgaiu,  and  tliey  shall  be  rewarded  m  we  wuuid 
pay  thow;  who  »er\-e  iicr  defvnce." 

Thus  a»ured  of  the  spirit  of  the  man  at  uocl- 
her  accuser  and  lier  judge,  certain  of  the  rigid  watch 
which  the  Ciiglitih  would  ktwp  over  her  {lerxun,  1 
could  scarv  tdy  derive  consolation  from  my  trust  in 
Iter  own  courage,  or  repair  to  the  opening  of  Uw 
prooeolin^  n^rain^t  lu^r,  which  was  to  take  plww  in 
tlie  chapel  of  the  Castle  of  Rouim,  on  Tuesday,  tlie 
SOtli  of  February,  without  the  wretclted  conviction 
tiiat  even  her  gallant  ipirit  niUKt  sink  under  the 
length  of  imprisonment,  and  Uie  craAy  oppre«siotta 
with  which  her  persecutors  Itod  contrived  to  hutni- 
liatv  her. 
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But  there  a  a  moml  [Miwcr  tn  tnie  gn>alneM(, 
which  circuiiistai lei's  cunnot  destroy,  and  invulun- 
tary  rert-rence  awaits  it  even  in  its  iail.  TIms  crowil, 
which  had  immi»liat<;ly  filli.'d  »ucli  |)art  uf  tliu clmprl 
as  the  p«^Iq  were  prraitted  to  occupy,  looked  on 
idly,  while  the  notnritts  tiK>k  Uii<ir  Kcata  at  tint  lower 
table,  and  the  leanwd  doctors  pnt^rvd  one  by  ooe : 
they  wore  oaseesors  or  advisers  in  the  cause,  for 
Pierre  Cauchon  permitti^d  nonp  but  himself  to  liari; 
a  share  in  Om  juilgnHtit,  v-xccpl  only  the  vic«-in- 
quintor,  who  had  declined  to  act  in  liis  office,  but 
whose  dread  of  tJie  English  compelled  tiim  Ui  attend 
a>  an  UMvvsor. 

Thvy  entered,  men  of  great  note,  und  who,  at 
other  times,  would  have  been  the  objects  of  the 
general  gaxe,  but  Uio  buz  of  conversation  scarcely 
stopped  to  iiolioe  tliem,  'I'he  Bishop  of  Boauvai* 
himwlf,  richly  robed,  and  puinpously  attended, 
attracted  no  regard,  save  as  men  sought  to  read 
upon  his  lieavy  brow,  beneatJi  which  his  small  dark 
eyes  woru  constantly  glancing,  some  itidicaliun  of 
Jeanne  and  of  her  fate.  Tlie  pn-liminury  pupera, 
the  patent,  the  re<juesta  of  tiie  University  of  Pari*, 
and  the  many  <:onaid<>nitiuii«  which  witre  urged  as 
rendering  the  triul  needful,  were  listened  to  as  little 
as  they  merited.  But  when  her  own  request, 
tliruugh  the  apparitor  Jean  Massieu,  wax  mid,  de- 
manding  that  her  judg<-«  sliould  be  us  well  of  the 
party  of  P'rance  as  of  that  of  England,  and  prayinfi 
tliat  «he  might  bear  mass  before  she  should  be 
bruuglit  before  her  judge*,  each  Pn.'nchmaii's  face 
was  turned  upon  his  fellow's,  to  read  tlie  expression 
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expectod  tlmroi,  thougK  llic  imiuirer  hit,  UiMkBRft 
of  exhibiting  it  himHI',  (or  iiiHiiy  nii  Eng!:>hna» 
stood dngg^yhj.wllioitgh  L-very  uneofthUiimi 
nation  fv)t  lie  InuI  a  pcrMtoul  claim  ufiOQ  but  juilgJ 
fiwr  his  rpvenge. 

Al  leiigiti  room  was  made,  atitl  site  liersstf  i^ 
pMuvd.  I  cwiUi  troKely  be  ooiieuioufi  uf  any  «tki(t 
()b)uct,  a))d  the  nmniibly  itliaivf)  my  tntt'ri-«L  Suil 
in  tJte  drees  of  n  m&D,  uuiiily  but  nut  jHKirly  luthiu^ 
liitr  UnA.*  rather  jialer  by  ber  long  impriMniwot. 
but  exbibiliog  no  vth^r  »gn  of  dimiai^ed  ImnUi 
lutr  i>yQ  <rb»r,  ber  h«ad  erral,  unil  witii  a  Mult 
upon  \i«t  li))s,  a«  if  idit)  rejoicvd  onoe  mow  tu 
ijitu  open  contLvt,  thougb  but  one  of  wonU, 
which  re<iuir«d  all  ber  bravery,  itw  ftdvruiovl 
A  firm  cliUtic  tUip  U*  Un-  bur  ]in.-))ured  for  liwr,  kad 
nmfrontnd  tivr  judge-;  vrilli  liiv  Ixmrioif  at'  aii  «<)im]. 
llie  more  in!>taut)y  acknowledged  by  Um  ajwctatun, 
that  it  S4winml  pcrf<Ktly  iiuiiiml  nod  «\-eu  niiinH» 
tional.  Vet  sibe  b^twed  wiili  uiiuBbctjed  ruvuvnor 
19  tlie  assembly,  for,  tlwy  were  ineinborM  uf  a  citMR^ 
sIk  buiuniKNl— all  but  Piiiriv  (;iiu<:liun.  .,,1 

I  wiped  avny  thv  U-^uii,  wliirli  cinito  a^ituAiiqi 
will  into  a»y  eye«,h(|tttfaua  beM'Uu^  luir-tfbw 
tuomli^uf  jM-riliHlK  ubMftctr,  Hiid  I  saw  tier  exotuuifq 
II  gluiK'i^  witii  biin  i!miI  iiuntl  lta\t»  u>ld  l>iiu.Unl 
she  kiiew  well  the  motive  of  bis  biHtig  tber«w>i  i|w 
reitleu  eya  avoidod  Ittir's,  and  affi>ctMl  u4lvpr  upoa* 
[lalioa.  But  1h-  r«un»ltiWrMl  tlw  ))WTt  bu  hnd  lu 
actsWd)  afifuming  a, voice  qC  uomptiwiunalr  ralldf 
u^iBr.UMuiight  UttT,  V  V'tt  a|on«  fof.lli,^  wxp>n|t^ 
lion   of  tlic  ptututK,  bulnfvr.liur  um  ituuls  tutkot 
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tu  dectura  the  truth  in  that  should  be  a?ked  of 
her." 

"iit-i  mo  know  whnt  you  wouM  a*k,"  n^jilied 
Jeanne,  luttl  i\ei  sweet,  ciciir  voic4>  wa<  ns  aiiim&t«d 
SB  her  look.  '*  You  inay  ask  me  of  tjiat  which  I' 
dull  not  answer." 

Cauchon  attvniplci)  in  vuin  to  shuke  tliis  lint 
rMolutifHi.  '*  I  will  answer  yoix  (lie  truth  on  sonw 
thinga;  ofolliorw,  I  will  not  sptttk."«he  pcniiiU-il ; 
"  but  if,  indeed,  you  kn^w  all  of  me,  you  would, 
perhaps,  rather  wish  me  safe  out  of  your  liands,' 
for  tliia  I  know  and  (Ivrlnre,  lliat  what  I  haw  dimi- 
if)  by  u  power  to  make  yoa  tremblu."  She  pausml, 
and  ther«  was  a  dead  sitenve.  She  continuisl  with 
a  umile:  "I  hav«  hfnrd  them  t«U  littltr  diildrvn, 
tliat  good  folk*  eri*  turn  liavu  bc'vii  hangird  fur 
■peaking  nil  ihi'y  kfMW.*^"^"-    '    i  '" 

The  BsutMin  and  the  people' wondenkl  hotti  at  hetr' 
great  Mwrtion*  and  tliv  ciMirtful  t'>i)c  of  h<T  rtfpliMr.' 

"Sho  knows  not  Ikft  dangiT,"  said  L<tivt-t,  th«' 
promoter,  u>  one  who  stood  by  him, "  does  she  think' 
this  but  a  parley  of  ruriouM  tht-ologian!!  i-ollm)  to 
wvcrw  ttw  opinions  of  thow  ut  Poitiers?"  ' 

The  discussioQ  proceedeil  with  vehemence  on  til* 
part  of  the  judge*,  with  calm  denial  on  that  of  thW 
priwiiwr ;  and  at  teiigtli  they  w»(n»  ohliHi'd  tn  ««<< 
cept  lier  oath,  that  site  would  dw;lare  all  she  knew 
"ooneenringth^ppnoeaa.**  In  replyto  their  qutwtioinB,' 
sh<'  n'lutiHl  «ini[ily  tlw  ronditioti  <«f  Wr  mrly  tifej 
telling  litem  tliat  «he  «)ould  fmr  no  witmsn  in  Rouen 
far  Mwing'  or  hjnnning  ;  and  Ulus  far  answering 
sUnly  toiallflMy  wcrv«Uriou»tohe<u-.    "  '"  "  " 
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As  tu  her  faiUi  slie  had  little  to  tell  tliem.  "  I 
liavc  Irarnod,"  sIil>  «uiil,  "  from  mj  motlier,  tlie 
*  Pater  Norter.'  the  *  Ave  Maria,"  and  the  *  Credo,' 
and  have  never  learned  from  aay  other  aiiy  thing 
can<;erning  my  bolirf." 

"  Since  you  know  the  Pater  Noeter,"  aald  tlie 
Bi^iup  i  "  wti  require  you  lo  rctile  it  hefure  us." 

•'  I  will  repeat  it  where  it  ought  to  be  spokon," 
the  answered,  *'  in  confesaion.  ])o  you,  since  you 
would  seoivli  my  heart,  hear  iiii>  in  c(Hife«sioii,  and 
tlien  you  will  be  aHured  of  all  Uie  truth.*  Cauclion 
dared  not  accept  this  challenge  of  confident  inno- 
ccnoc;h«couUlnot,indi!ed,afl<.-rwarilshav«  continued 
her  judge,  but  let  his  other  action*  speak  whether 
bu  did  not  moat  dread  Uie  truth  he  prete[t(li.-(l  to 
desire.  Ji^oiiv,  ignoruiit  uf  ull  juilicial  funiis,  ex- 
pected hut  one  advantage  from  such  an  offer,  tlie 
inanifevUition  of  the  truUi,  on  an  oi.'c-a»ion  whvn  her 
bitterest  enemy  could  not  refuse  to  believe  it. 

'Hwty  (ooii  resi>rted  to  the  qut^lon  which,  next 
to  the  condemnation  of  their  prisoner,  thoy  were 
most  anxiou§  to  solve,  the  sign  which  she  bad  given 
to  the  Kinp  of  France.  How  iHsirly  thi»,  relating 
to  the  slanders  on  his  birth,  touched  upon  his  hsK- 
ditary  right,  the  cause  wluch  she  was  most  bound 
to  maintain,  she  iitstantly  perceived  and  inainluined 
un  ubatinale  silence.  In  vain  they  urged  that  it 
was  included  in  tier  oath  aa  "  concerning  tliw  pro- 
cvSKi"she  referml  toiler  Voiccs,a«  toa  higher  power 
tlian  thiit  Wfure  which  elLe  stood,  and  firmly  refusetl 
to  sin  against  Uteir  injunctions.  "  I  have  alnWy 
told  you,"  she  said,  "  tiiat  I  will  tell  you  nothing 
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com^roing  our  king,  or  ad<lres9ed  to  liim,  and  I 
will  not  speak  of  it." 

TlirenU  atid  clamour  Issued  from  uU  [>art«  of  ilie 
cha|H'l,  while  she  alone  »t<io<l  unmowd ;  to  all  »hf 
replied  calmly,  Uiough  onrnc^ly  :  "  Take  heed 
of  what  you  do  ;  the  great  danger  is  your  own :  1 
know  the  power  that  soot  ma,  and  can  abide  the 
ovent." 

"  Know  you,"  cried  tJie  Bishop,  angrily,  "  that 
you  put  yourself  in  peril  of  eternal  fire  a«  to  your 
■oul,  and  ofcorpon-ftl  fire  here  for  the  body?** 

"  You  will  nt'ver  dowhut  you  threiiten  me  with," 
repiiiil  she,  with  perfect  intrepidity,  "  hut  that  evil 
will  fidl  on  you,  ImUi  body  and  >oul.  I  cnme  on 
the  part  of  Heaven,  and  I  have  iiotliiii^  to  <io  here. 
Leav«  me  to  the  juilgment  of  Him  who  sent  me." 

"  The  king  ha«  cvminanded  me  to  judge  you, 
and  [  will  do  it," exclaimed  the  Bishop. 

"  Your  king  has  given  roe  an  enemy  for  my 
judge,"  replied  lliv  inuiilon. 

Tiiis  reply  was  succeedi-d  by  renewed  cntifusion, 
the  aaeessors  pressing  her  with  indignant  questions. 
Some  ajMktt  of  the  mnio  of  not  submitting  licr- 
n^If  to  thu  cliurcti  militant,  and  declared  it  blas- 
phemy that  she  should  claim  judgment  of  the ' 
triuiiipliantohurvh  in  heaven. 

"  Will  you  not,"  at  length  demiinticd  one,  when 
slie  bad  coolly  requesttHi  them  to  speak  one  at  a 
lime,  if  they  expottvii  llie  replit-s  they  limnuurcd 
for,  "submit  yourself,  as  lo  all  your  words  and 
dt^eds,  be  they  good  or  bad,  to  the  judgment  of 
our  Iiuly  inotii«r  church?" 
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''As  to  U>e  church,"  khe  answem),  "outt* 
lovn  it  moru  truly  tliiu)  1  do.  Willi  all  toy  pcmd 
I  wuuld  uphold  it,  for  the  wik<-  uf  our  ClitiAiaii 
faith.  Ves,  I,  whom  you  would  pn-vuiW  Cwo 
sliaring  in  its  blessed  rit«is,  deuyinf;  me  tlie  chak- 
latioii  of  hearing  mass.  A»  to  tlie  gumi  wurii 
which  1  \ww  (loiM,  ai  to  my  misUon  itjicif,  1  wtll 
Iwld  Dtyielf  Rixouulablo  only  to  Hiin  who  sent  m 
to  Charles  —  to  Charles,"  ^e  rvrpeateil,  kiiuUit^ 
witli  entliuMasiii  at  Uie  nami:!,  "  i.^tairk's.  eun  U 
Churtcs,  king  of  Piunce,  who  is  aitd  shall  hiamU 
remain  king  of  I'*rancc.  Look  yut  tu  hi*  coiuiaj 
•uececwR,  to  grMt  Uiat  all  tliis  nNUm  aliulJ  he  shakeo 
by  thiin.  Wil»u«s  tlxrm  yminwlvf -t,  and  when  ti>tj 
dome,  rcnifmber  tliat  I  iiave  declarnl  tlK-m." 

If  her  foniuu'  speechM  had  «cattiH)rDt(.-U  tbe 
judges,  tliis  pruiliicud  no  hiw  nfftxl  iijmju  i<vi 
auditor;  the  EngliBli  and  their  adlivrent-s  uinoi 
tlie  people,  siiarnl  in  tlie  claimnur,  Biijjry  8t 
foar»  which  »Ih%  who  aloiM  n-itminod  luliu  in  tls 
storm  of  passioiK  she  Itad  roisod,  j/risouvr  us  she  • 
still  tliruHt  tu  tlie  bottom  uf  every  ItearL  1'hr 
uf  Wurwirk,  who  had  hitlwrlo  vmU'lu.'d  tht>  pnwrW 
uoprceived,  advanced  I'rom  his  six^iudct)  »-at  lu 
tiiat  of  Pii.<rn>  Cauchon  i  and  it  was  not  diffimlt 
to  declare  that  his  angry  gesture  deixiuncud  the 
effect  of  such  proplivcitis,  aa  prudu<:tiig  tl>e  xerj 
terror  her  lat«  wot  to  remove.  Amidst  uiiubaitd 
confusion,  Joanne  was  delivered  into  ttM^  ciistuOy  of 
John  Grey,  an  esquire  ot  tht'  king'*  body,  und 
rvnmvi-d  from  lite  court 

When  I  repaired  the  Doxt  day  to  tiie  cuU^  1 
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fuutiit  thit  chapol  no  longer  th«  iitace  of  sitting ;  at 
length  1  maiip  my  way  towiird»  «  •mailer  rooin, 
aear  tho  great  Itall  of  t)ie  castle,  and  into  tliii  f 
wouM  linvt!  i*nt«r«d,  a*  T  raw  oUi«ni  who  mrfentiy 
were  com*  lo  hear  tlie  continuation  (if  ihi'  pro-' 
oeeB ;  but  my  potir  gatb  of  itself  was  enougfi  (br 
the  Engltnh  gunrtl,  ported  at  thedoois,  to  thrutit  nife' 
bmck  with  disdain,  and  I  toon  ixTftHvod  that  tMt 
nrdsra  were  only  for  the  admission  of  such  as  'th^ 
Biilwp  of  Bt«uvatK,  or  Uu<  Rngliah  cmincit,  p^*' 
milt«l,  and  who  were  I«l  in  by  wine  wi-Iesiiittir;' 
or  officer,  known  to  the  guard.  For  the  fir?l  time" 
I  felt  envy  for  Raj-mond  de  Ma^y,  who,  aeconi- 
jmnied  by  an  lingli<;h  ]«iiler,  wa*  allowtHl  to  puss 
the  door ;  and  1  gained  with  some  difficulty  aeceri 
to  the  court  of  tlio  csKtle,  ttirough  which  I  might 
see  Iter  led,  though  even  hen*  the  English  k«pt  all 
that  they  did  not  well  know  at  great  diataiiee  fixmi. 
her  pervon.  ' 

The  humble  perBevenince  with  whieh  rhCfmigM 
the  consolations  of  religion  whieh  her  enemies  deJ 
ntfld  Iwir,  wac  here  for  «  moint-nt  succeMlVil.  Sh« 
had  to  pass  by  the  king's  private  L-lmpel  to  Hm-  hall. 

TIte  apjiiirit^r,  the  good   Jean   Maanien,'  whb 

conducted  Iier.5topped  toannwerher  «>artiest  ijit^fitidn, 

whether  the   sacred  elements   were  tlien  exposed 

upon  thA  ullur,  and,  hearing  that  they  were,  »hij 

knelt  down  in  the  court  with  ticp  face  Wwards  theiii;' 

iu>d  pniywd.  ■  ■      -      .1 

''  The    promoter,  Rstivet.  suddenly  cameupbtr 

themJnthis  wi^offeHarltynmlnTligion;  "KnaW,** 

aaid  he  aknid  to  the  apparitor.  "  wlmt  tuks  uMdB 
I  ritUun  w  ul  f_ei)  txnii  tuU  Iffumpn  1  mSU 
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tlwe  ao  bold  as  to  niffbr    Uiis    exrormo' 
wretch  to  appnttch  tlie  church  without  \»aw 
will  cause  thee  to  be  cast  into  such  a  XotMV  UiM 
Ihou  shnlt  fi-e  twilhvr  ntixm  tior  «un  for  a 
tlwu  darest  to  repeat  lliy   coniplai«iDc«." 
Matneu  henn),  tnit  ho   made    neitlier   replf  M 
motion,  at  wliioh  Ectivt-t,  in  great-r  "Uigcr,  advaBwi 
towards  the  maiden,  and  plaoM  himself  bofon  hff. 
•0  as  to  intitrpooe  between  hrr  and  tlw  chapel.    Shr 
saw  him.  but  Kh«  concluded  h^r  pniyi>r  in  quiet. 

It'  men  were  not  too  proud  tit  take  leaeoiu  bOM 
looks,  Estivcl  might  havo  lestTied  fnxn  ever;  not 
whom  be  beheld  the  contempt  u»  w«JI  st  liaMd 
wlucli  men  futd  for  upprusnion.  He  could  not  mi*- 
takc,  but  he  affected  to  brave  it,  and  Mti<l  to  Jt«iu» 
as  «he  uruee,  "  1  shall  take  gooi!  means  tliat  thi«  br 
the  last  time  tliou  dtalt  pny  hcrt>." 

"  You  Iiare  little  rause  to  wieh  tl)at,"9he  answcnd 
calmly,  "  for  I  have  pniyi>il  t'vcn  for  my  oppnmcMi) 
and  you  among  them,  wtio  wem  to  tmvfl  more  umA 
of  prayers  even  thou  myself." 

With  that  slicpoMod  on  to  tho  hall  i  tiwRa^SA 
sokJivry,  who  never  lield  their  pcaLie  agaitwt  *itl»r 
friend  or  fw  laughin^j  and  taunting  IhK  crvstiiiUe^H 
look  of  the  promoter.  ^ 

From  Haynioml  do  Mayy  It  may  be  readily  sup- 
poiMHl  I  framed  what  took  place  witliin.  Tha 
arnmgemenljt  werv  tlie  same  a»  to  the  cltapel )  a 
dai».  with  bencltes  round  it  for  tlie  asseesors.  aoJ 
a  seat  in  the  midst  for  tint  Risltop  of  Bi>itii\-ni«  {  a 
lower  table  for  the  notaries,  with  tlw  addition  of 
a  cuitaia  drawn  across  the  recess  of  a  window  oo 
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the  dait,  bt-liincl  which  a  low  conversatiaii  vnt  wme- 
tiiikts  heard,  aiul  »oiiwtime>  tliif  aciatcliing  of  u  pen. 

Pierre  Cauclion  Imd  not  dar^d  furtlwr  to  probe 
th«  tnyvtvry  uf  Iter  misaion  before  an  utulicnc^s 
wniiwuf  ffhom  mighthcimpextial,  if  Holfavourublc; 
before  his  own  aiilivnmt«;  he  r[M>poni.vl  it,  knowing 
tliat  u))oi)  Uiis  hts  must  ntainly  found  his  cliurgc  of 
hrresy.  He  que»1tom-d  hiT,OK>rcfon?,of  lier  Vwces, 
Biu).  with  more  (liaii  curiosity,  asked  iftheyatill 
coinmuncd  with  li«r. 

"  She  liad  lieard  thorn."  »lw  waid, "  boUi  yesterday 
and  to-day,  and  tiiey  liad  even  contmunit^uti^'d  with 
Ikt  wtiile  before  tliat  court,"  a  di^ilaration  wluch 
paled  aame  che<*ki  in  tpitu  of  tliemsolvet,  no  awe 
which  hor  nt^-xt  reply  did  not  dissipate.  "  Tlirice  I 
hiMvd  tlietn  yesterday,  wlxtn  tlie  beUs  sounded  for 
prayer,  in  the  morning  raaat,  ut  vc«pun,  and  when 
tlMiy  nog  for  tiie  Ave  Maria,  at  evening,"  and,  the 
addod,  witli  timt  extraordinary  light  of  cuun- 
tenance  which  inorv  tlian  words  liad  prevailed  in 
ttie  counciU  uf  the  king,  "  1  hear  them  many  times 
that  I  uare  not  to  de<;liira. " 

"And  what  counsel  do  they  ^ve  you?"  asked 
Jena  de  CastelUon,  then  one  of  her  5ercest  pursuer*. 

"  Tu  answer  you  fcarlesoly,"  was  her  reply,  "  for 
ijiat  Uod  would  lurtp  inv." 

"  You  will  t«ll  us  then  U>-day  wluil  you  refused 
yMterday,"  asknl  t)M>  Bi*ho|) ;  "  your  Voices  cannot 
be  displcatii^l  tliat  you  slH>uld  Bpi«k  llie  tmtli." 

"  Some  thini^K,"  stie  aiuiwered,  "they  bavo  b>dd4^>n 
ma  spMik  tu  the  king,  and  nut  In  you.  Tliis  niglit 
have  they  deelarvd  to  me  much  for  his  good,  «tu(;li 
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li,^t>u)(l  Umt  li«  kiMiw,  tiven  though  I  ilwulcl  dnDt 
water  from  this  tino  till  i-^iutui-.  fvr  nlm  luiowl>4p 
would  itiake  him  good  i-liwr  aftci  '       '    :;«.'* 
,.,,"  Cwt  y»ni  not,"  ackwl  ,leau  B  "  ftr^ 

OD  the  Voice  to  obey  you,  auil  currjr  bucti  uliD^  U 
ywrkiag?" 

t,  **  I  k»uw  not,"  »hH  uiiwered,  with  pt>rfi'<ci  na- 
l^-ity,  fuMl  alnwat  as  tliajikiiifr  hiiu  I'or  ti»  taf 
g«KUon,  **  1  know  not  if  tlu>  VoU^  W(>ulil  t-nusentto 
it,  unli-M  Ciod  iiiif>ht  will  it.  All  i  if  it  plMtal 
Him  h«  loi^tit  well  i-auw  it  to  bu  revealed  (o  ik* 
king,  aixl  1  sliuulii  be  m  tiajipy  1*' 

They  (]Uv«tioncd  Imt  a»  to  tiie  apponnuinaof  th* 
■aintfi  whow  voirae  &hp  hfard,  and  wlivn  she  tad 
declared  lu  th^'m  stich  iitipiviaiotis  as  olunr  unr 
could  vunoeive  oft^ufN-'riiiilunil  rieitants,  vomasatf 
ull  the  powen  of  attention  to  tlu^ir  tiiiuian,  §o  Uitt 
il>e  KuhLnMly  mid  a*  iruly,  "  Uiul  sJie  saw  a  faw*" 
they  strove  to  get  Ihxn  ttur  trivial  |iecuUutitin^ 
Batiiiry  0  [KH>r  ourioiity,  or  tu  emburnisti  hvr  wii 
indifTiTunt  queeltone,  on  which  kIm'  might  »tuiDUl 
ill  Iter  replies. 

"  An-  )x)tti  tlte  MiiDt*  dnsaaed  In  llie  muus  cJolb?" 
ask«d  Jean  Beaupcre. 

■i.*'If  you  do  not'believe  me,"  wid  she,  npfuv- 
hendiitg  hi«  »<:om,  "M:nd  to  Poiliere;   my  revvlft-^ 
tiuns  ait*  nddrt'gsnl  tu  tbi;  king  of  Franco,  not  ufl 
thoee  who  (|iu^8tioD  me." 

*'  In  wliat  figun)  appwnd  St  Micbavl  P*  adted 
Bootber.  <  \  . 

-  .  **  I  »a«r  nothiiij^  on  hts  bimd,"  abe  aunwiroj,  **  m 
cKWii  —  I  ktiuw  nothing  of  bis  ganDenu." 
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"  Was  )i«  naked  7*  asked  Uie  prieet,  j«Aring1y. 

"Tliink  yim,*'  fhe  rppliml,  with  grtuit  conl^-inpt^ 
"  that  God  liad  not  wherewithal  to  clothe  him  ?" 

"  Hnr]  h<!  hnir  ?"  continual  U>e  intwrrogatar. 

*■  Why  should  it  be  cut  off?"  asknl  Uw  muidvn, 
in  scornful  rejilj. 

She  Bpoke  ot*  the  glorious  light  thai  always  at- 
t«i]ded  tbt-tr  coming,  and  vindtcatt^  it  as  fit,  but 
brokR  off  fiiKlih^nly,  )>i>ying.  "  But  all  thin  <-ome«  nol 
tot  yua."  She  spoke  freely  of  the  joy  vhc  f<rlt  io 
neing  them,  as  tliough  their  presence  gave  her  an 
aMumiH'e  that  *lte  was  not  in  mortal  sin,  and  aiMd 
if  sho  Itud  not  much  ncd  of  Mwh  comfort? 

"  Your  auswer  is  presumptuous,"  said  f  ^astillion  \ 
"  pretmd  yoa  to  know  tliat  you  are  not  in  mortal 
sin?" 

"  Huw  Blmuld  I  know,  but  as  (  am  told  in  eon- 
fridiion  ?"  •he  a»ke<l ;  "  I  trust  I  hare  nevi:r  eom^ 
mittol  cUvds  to  incur  Hu<;h  a  |wnalty.  (ncl  forhi*! 
that  it  stiould  be  so !  God  forbid  tliat  1  tvnr  should 
have  done,  or  ever  should  do,  that  which  vould 
weigh  upon  my  soul  I" 

"Yiiu  believe,  then,  that  you  an  in  a  *tate  of 
grw«  ?"  dnnanded  insidiously  Jean  Bmup^re. 

"  Surely  it  in  U^und  my  skill  to  answer  siieh 
questions,"  repliwi  tlw  inaiiiftn ;  '*  i*  iIht"  oito 
atn'nig  yrni  —  clerks  are  you  all,  woll-Uiamed 
aud  w«ll-taugbt — tlrat  will  first  answer  Utia  of 
hims.^ll■?"  I' 

'■  The  Abb^  of  P^wamp  and  others,  uniiitiinidnti'd 
and  unmoved,  continmtl  to  pruM  tho  qutmtioii  io 
rariuuji  fomu,  to  draw  from  bar,  if  poMibla,  u  pre. 
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sumptuous  rppl;.     Ono,  more  lioitcst  than  tli^r^l 
Jeenrabrjr,ci>iil«£sodtliat  it  wuk  tnosubtlvui  itnisii;.) 

'*  Silence !"  exclaimed  to  hint  ber  ntore  naUkiia] 
judge*. 

"1  eay  tli«t  tlie  aocueed  is  not  bound  to  luantl 
Buch  a  (|UMtioD,"  declarw)  Fubrr,  couragwuilf. 

"  It  would  liiive  U-en  wiser  yel  for  you  lii  !kW 
your  pwioi',"  sni'l  Hm-  Btshojj  uf  Brauvius,  aoJ  l» 
repeated  the  qi^estion  to  Jeanne.  But  then  w 
neiUM-T  feBr  t>or  (>rabarraBanitint  upon  her  faoe. 

"If  I  urn  iwrt  in  hi*  grai-e,"  wen*  h<T  fubBmi 
words,  "  may  God  rw«ivp  me  into  it !  If  I  nin  ia 
it,  may  he  preserve  tue  in  it  I  I  shuutd  tltink  an- 
self  the  most  mtsenblo  wretch  in  tlw  wurlnL  I 
wuuld  mtlwr  die  than  know  myavlf  to  be  oat*' 
tbo  grace  and  love  of  God." 

The  topic  of  cxaminatiou  mw  changed  at  dot 
reply,  but  when  her  interrogntors  had  k-umtxi  from 
iMtr  tlie  expectations  »l>e  held  from  her  \'iiic(*  irf 
imppinesa  heraaflvr  —  Ute  rrwnni  —  tJit>  null*  ntw  et 
all  her  suH'erings  and  deeds— they  n'turned,  by  that 
meonN,  tu  thi'ir  former  attack. 

"  Since  your  Voice*,"  asked  ooe,  "  haw  ginn 
j-^pua  such  assuiance,  do  you  hold  it  for  iri'rtBin  lliol 
'^m  shall  be  ntTe<l,  ami  that  rou  shall  nut  bo  ■Imnnfrl 
in  hell?" 

She  fearcl  to  amwer  entirely  Dint  of  whti'h  di* 
was  not  assured,  but  not  to  declare  what  she  htii 
far  ineinnition.  "  I  firmly  b(>lii>v«,*'  she  anewam), 
"  what  my  N'oicee  have  told  me,  that  t  shall  be 
happy,  »f  certainly  ns  if  it  were  now  ooma  to  passL" 

*'  This  reply  is  of  great  importaoce,"  coldly  f»- 
marked  the  Bishop. 
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"  I  hold  tlie  promiM  for  a  great  treasure,"  shfi 
observed  in  answer. 

Anutlier  chorgu  on  which  they  relied  waa,  an  I 
havs  Mid,  hur  wvuring  tlie  dr«a8  of  a  man ;  and  on 
this  Jean  Beaupi-rii  purKUfd  hit  int^-rrugatory. 
Sho  had  di<clar«d  that  she  wnuld  rather  liave  bovn 
torn  in  quartj.'r*  hjr  four  hon*ea,  thau  have  t-ntered 
upon  the  undertaking*  shu  liad  performed,  and 
lued  tint  name  of  Heaven  without  its  expreiu  rom- 
mond  I  th«  examiner,  therefore,  inquiretl  if  it  wt>n> 
by  Huch  an  injuiKtion  ttmt  sh«  auumtid  the  drewi  of 
a  wan. 

"  A*  to  my  dress,  that  is  little  ^notliing"  — 
was  her  reply ;  "  thiit  will  I  t«!l  you,  that  by  tlio 
counsel  of  no  man  did  I  aeetune  it.  What  1  hare 
doni>,  1  have  done  advisedly,  and  by  huvIi  advice  at 
will  Dot  deceivB  me-" 

'■  You  thought  it  not  wrong  to  wear  tliat  dren, 
thw  ?"  a«ki!d  Jean  de  la  Fontaine. 

"No!"  repliinl  U>e  maiden,  firmly ;  "and  now 
were  I  witii  my  own  friends,  and  in  tiiia  man's 
drVM,  mvthiuks  it  should  bring  great  good  to  Fnmce, 
that  in  it  1  should  do  again  as  I  did  when  I  was 
'nee ;  I  will  wear  the  habit  of  my  own  sex  to  liear 
lass,  if  on  Uiat  condition  I  may  be  aasurcKl  that  1 
have  it.  I  will  wt>ar  it,  if  in  that  you  will  bid 
depart  in  liberty,  but  I  will  not  Lay  this  aside 
till  I  know  from  that  Voice  which  diargcd  me  to 
wear  it  that  all  is  dono  for  whi<:h  I  put  it  on  :  for 
DO  fear  would  I  swear  to  abandon  it,  or  refrain  from 
tlie  use  of  arms.  If,  indeed,"  slie  continued, 
solemnly,  "you  sliould  »o  deal  witli  me,  that  iu 
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you,  the.  lords  of  the  church,  in  cliarily  anil  tip 

.MIfhink  jot]  ttMt-7oa|i>  -th^ribcBiiftM!  ywi'ttil 
clioaeo,**  asked  Jean   Beaupure,   "  {''.r  t):T-   :-rit 

"  Itwus  for  tiw  wkv  of  the  people  orOrk^if 
llm  king.olf  FVuiuv^^-^Batftir  lUfnf,'' s!i. 
'■  Hill  wliy  wewyou,  nion-  tlmn  iin..tl:i  , 

"  It  plousmi  Ilwivon  lo  do  tliix  by  u  bw 
BUswerMt  3«aiitiB,  *' that   U    mig4it    \m- 
ovv^ruwtJidkuig'kiadiM'Auimn.*'  .' 

Sill"  (iitlurwl  her  warliko  deoils,  as  ili.v  ti<W 
them  of  li^r^  asking  of  bar  accUnrre,**  \t1ty  «tfrAiM 
not  the  Englii-li  leave  PrancH  KtMlgo  luto'th<4r 
country  r^'  so  that,  rfi  tli«  JSiigfKsh    nob)*^ 
wsK!  uiii)rciu4liL'»d  unongh  to  mJinin-  tier  rvb 
action,  and  their  -pMceful  purimMc,  but  'ulSB 
[>nja(^eed  as  ndectuv,  "Ihnt  lili^vroiiM  tikwl 
a  MbK--bpa)rtitd  being:  ttAil  *h»  t»tn  pAmU^U." 

■Baucbon.  «til)  aiixiouv  t«'fi\  on  hmr  tlin 
sofCMry,  stTovd  Id  draw  lirum  her  that  eh«  Ic 
iHtriitaniliutliand  her  HntiBWt'tllfktnBiM,  atxl 
if  sha  had  not  said  that  the  pMinoiis  of  thi* 
whidi  wen  i  made  tik«  h*r  BtalKlard,  Wuuld 
tunAto.  ■'  Jmlrim.  loek«d  at'lilin  (iVkI  n!>p)it>dl  *^  FiaU. 
go  fetrlt'sdy  iiitoi)to  midM  lif'  the  K'  in-i 

tliitlior  I  wcivHiiyaolf."  ■ 

"Butididiyoti  makit^  tJMtu  iM  tueti  promnt- dlfl 
good'  fortunn  }^  continued  he. 
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H)  **  I  aid  wliat  happaiwd  then,  aod  what  wiU  y«(. 
cofattUt  pu*-".  "<". 

The  question    was   re]M»Utl   inoru   iiiiirliousif, ' 
"  \VUich  ^v«i  Uw  movt  help — i-ou  to  the  Btaodard, 
cx),tbii  DUuxlanl  to  youf" 

"  Ab  to  my  victory,  or  tli«  (tantlaril's,  it  belonged 
aV  t^i  Hmwd." 

*f  ,.Waa  the  hope  of  victory  in  your  siaiidBril,  or  in 
youmJf?" 

"  It  was,  as  our  success,  founded  there,  and  on 
no  other  tnwi.'* 

"Why  WB«  it  borne  in  tlm  rhtirch  of  Rbnnu, 
at  t)ie  coronation,  rather  tlian  those  of  other  cap- 
tain*?"  ,.  ,>.i>  I 

"  It  liad  bem  at  the  hibour,  it  was  fit  Uiat  it 
should  be  at  the  trium|ih." 

Stiu  couduihid  her  re[ilto)  in  a  tu»e  uf  eniT^^tic 
prupliocy.  "  1  know,"  ahe  said,  '*  since  it  [rlcuwc 
Heaven,  Umt  it  must  be  best  that  I  should  ba  as  I 
ant  uoH,  but  1  fmr  not  Uial  vuiiie  meand  of  eicapM 
shoJl  he  provid«l  fur  me,  to  rclutwe  n>u  froiu  ytAxr 
hands,  but  think  not  that  what  amy  befal  nui 
can  altM'  Mtut  whieh  i*  unlaiiwd  for  Frenco  ;  tlte 
VotiMs  tvU  me  that  the  kiiig  eliull  recover  liis  realm, 
wliether  his  adversaries  etriv«  ogaini't  it  or  not ; 
that  I  kttow  a*  turcly  oa  Umt  you  arc  bi'foru  iim' 
on  your  tfibuauL  Much  will  be  H<e»  by  Ihow  who 
BM  Mven  inoi«  years  of  lift  [  for  too,  I  ai»  sorry 
tlMt  the  ovvnt  abouUl  bi>  aa  long  ditluye'l,  hut  in 
ttimt  time  sliall  coiiw  grtntur  ioa»  to  the  English 
than  that  before  Orleata,  and  tlte  FVeiich  daU 
achieve  greater  victory.     Such  urt<  the  aunumncos 
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Uwt  nHno  b»  me  forcdnsol&tiaaf     iAiitaiM.ii 

my  workf^  tuiil  iltNils  art?  in  tin-  hand  of  tiod,  ^ 
&oin  Him  I  await  tlttir  juilgmanC  Totiiu  1  •l(ck^ 
tb*t  1  would  do  nothing  ogninst  t)io  Cbtitfm  W>4 
atid  h',  lorgfirh  II  <i(m),  1  ani  crbty  atv-xmitk^lii, uil 
me,  yo>»  wlio  are  laamed,.  in  wlint  i>  my  lAowJ 
I  will  not  ttmiiitaiii  my  eirari>  but  driw  it  fiuu  v 
■«  an  L'uetay. 

*■  Arid  >VTO,  Bishop  of  Bi^-auvais.  jyim  saj-  »aw> 
my  jiMlgi;;  wtirlilksr  ynu  ai«  so  of  riglK,  1  Iw* 
noti  but  take  licoO  Uiat  ^du  iudga  iii«iMX«ma. 
lartdaiif^rr  lisll  upon  yourwif.  tH'tMs  I  irani  jw. 
ttiat  whoii  the  bourKliall  vume  tliat  vou  movtajV* 
this,  1  may  know  that  1  tiavn  dune  my  duty  iB-^k 
fttaring  ib   »<><ii£i     -iv  ^| 

"  TiirtM!  tltiiijrj  aiv  my  tioilrpn^rer — mydidrtM^ 
twco,  the  wi'l&u*  ul'  my  L-uuutiy,  (ui«i  pmuxi  fori 
king!*  |trueadli«reDia,.  and  thc'sBtaty  of  nyj 
And  i'n'<?d  sitali  I  he.  ihnnghnliitmnai  ni-itlMrq 
day  uor  tJie  hour  :  1  am  bid|ku-tB  iraai  a  fMnl 
IxMit,  lorwlietfaec  1  sliaU  bA^fmed  from -my  yri-M, 
or  l>y  judgment,  liy  fimc  or  bv  Btrntitf*<-m.  I  knomm^ 
but  Utey  UU  ni«  tliat,  tiow«vi;r  it  h1>b1I  bi>,  my  triisaph 
■Inll  bv  great.  I  will  IsU  you  ttw  vwy  wonh; 
*  Bear  oil  conUntedly ;  ^ri«ve  t»tf>r  your  narty^ 
dom  ;  for  it  sfaall  win  yuti  I'U-nud  joy.'" 

This  sentence  ittic  had  dHiverod  in  a  tow  aad 
wttti  a  \»ik  lit  inspired  energy  ;  sbtt  *«nk  from  it^ 
the  Himpli<«t  DatTation.    "  My  Votm-s  say tliii  aiuiri 
and  abfeoluU-iy;  tlial  is  to  say,  that  it  niuct  if 
cably  ctjini-.     I  imagine  that  th<>  miiityniom  is ' 
pain  and  afflietiun  I  sufivr  in  priaon  t  1  knutr  not  if 
Km  ~ 
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:  am  to  eDduze  iiunB,,^Qtl  Irtut  fix  ail  things  in 
H«nvch.")  i»  IiubiI  mli  i>i  r.;ii  ■li-niili  biu> 

Such  Was  tlw'report, O^ch  I  DOt«d  >f  tlio  tinwt 
of  h«r  wunln.  1  have  lioce  ooin))aro(l  tliem  with  i 
Um  i^ngnswd  racord  of  heriprocKSs  and  know  that. 
thoy  ur«  true.  Maay  other  strch  Bayioge  vu  tfae^Oti 
but  it  becoiiww  tiK  Hot  to  ixjpy  aU  the  subtktic* 
which  van  umd  to  entrap  her,  though  I  flhaUt 
rffUte  them  in  9p«&king  ofhiin  who  devisul  them. 

No  otluir  gf  those  Kittitif^  hud  1  l)u»)  Itw  meamti 
of  knowiuf;  at  full,  for  Raymond  do  AtR^y  fi^Hwd 
hijnwilf  excluded  Irom  tita  few  more  that  w«re  lbu» 
bAihalf  ofvtt  tu  the  JMiglisb  {MtrlisaoB ;  {>n>tMibt}> 
lui  looks  lutd  been  mora  uanowjy  watolied  than  hb 
believed.  8onn  I  lost  tli<^  coiMolution  of  M<riug  her 
paai  (turn  Iwr  prison  u>  the  oourt.  Tiie  Dumber 
of  tbd  examiners  had  beeii  dccnMud,  aix)  tlie  iat 
twrogaloriee  were  tu  bv  coniduded  in  hor  ]>riMu4 
ebamber.  Bv«n  lunong  her  bitter  advemri^e  thof 
liwl  fuiiDil  «omc  w)k>  [litivd  hi-r ;  iind  even  among 
the  Milected  tools  uf  Pierre  Cauchun,  honest  and 
brave  ma. 
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*  Tb<»uo»  thus  stiut  out  I'roin  pemtnulobM- 
of  tlin  dmtiunof  hur  fati),  my  youcli  utd  laj 
peninonl  would  not  eoSer  m»  to  deepiun  I 
well  whnt  ilaaDDe  haA  before  enrounUirvd  nild 
mounted,  and  I  tnictnl  to  hurouii  naturr.  1 
aot  ladiirvc  tliat  anwoig  ihcee  vviUtd  [»ou»  ami  w1>f, 
«U  coukl  r>-fu(i!  iirnnputity  to  Iwr  courage,  ber  gfiti- 
iaea.  her  siiiglenesa  of  bc«rt.  i  had  toO)*  hnpt 
ttitrt  iter  pl'rMcutore  would  <iiii<M  their  aim  by  tks 
mry  toctravs^ance  of  ttMir  tlanng. 
I  :'fh»  flli.-galit^  of  llifl  pnx)Mding»r  nu  longer 
IB  a  court  wliich  any  proteoa-  cuuM  eiill 
waC  sfiokon  of  by  ewry  ooe  ia  Kouen  wbo  dual 
to  ronvoTie  on  tito  subjrct,  which  had  bMMU  ti* 
«hii>bol«th  ai  ntlachmcnt  or  deti.'ctioii  lu  to  tht 
Engliiili  muKQ.  Jittn  Lohier,  a  scholar  of  Ihat  »• 
putation  that  men  morn  WntliUjfi  lunbitiau*  bvoi 
their  rank  and  acquired  l»oii<>ur6  to  his  ackmnv* 
Irdgrtl  I'liirnii^,  luid  wbo,  from  hi»rt(id]r>  ili-^i 
deiaeeb  that  settled  ttNopiDiooioC  loon,  had 
<»tnijM'll«d  liy  tht>  Bidhofi  of  B-HUTai  ' 
thu  recoTil  gf  Uie  pnxi^,  in  tliti  IrajK- 
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Ian)c«  of  BO  a  high  n  jtidgmeot  tnight  be  lent  to 
Talidil}'  and  Justice. 

But,  Utough  LoliiiT  won  fniitled  the  town,  ev*n 
thtf  complaints  of  his  disappoinU,-*!  liinptttrs  re- 
veali>d  Ilia  real  nntimenld.  Ue  had  denounrad  all 
the  proct'i-ilings  tie  null,  from  the  form,  tlie  secrecy, 
l}iv  coD»equeiit  want  of  frei^om  on  the  part  of  tlie 
OMeMon,  uiid  btctiuM  tjie  King  :4f<  France,  whom 
tlu-y  most  conccrneii,  wn.«  no  parly  to  tlii'.ni.  He 
reproached  tlie  judges  with  assigning  no  uiil,  by 
way  of  MUMNil,  to  a  nntple  girl,  who  had  to  defend 
henelf  in  nhUe  matters  before  learned  cl«rke,  who 
Wtij^hC  ruth«r  to  mtnip  thwi  to  enlighten  her,  and 
ho  maintainrd  his  opinion  witli  a  courage  which  no 
thin»nt4  f>f  Cnuchon'a  oould  ihake. 
.  *'  Uo  yuu  rtOfon  ttiii»  ?" '  he  asked  indigiiiuitly  of 
the  bishop ;  "  do  you  inquire  of  me  for  the  truth, 
oi;  tluit  I  may  give  a  colour  to  fulaehooil  ?  VVviv  1 
tMUu<'.«nougli  to  do  this  wrong.  couUl  i  alter  tUa 
rea£oo  itself,  or  bnng  about  aiiy  result  but  my  own 
*h«m»?'  Can  you  answer  my  «|)Ofcliu»('  Whrti  I 
lay  ofiida  the  fame  which'  I  hold  fi>r  knowledge,  it 
thatl  htf  for  some  othur  omm!  ihon  Uiu  fvar  of  h-lling 
Uw  troth.  I  What  ask  you  of  me,  to  wtiunt  the 
witeatclvrks  liftve  ooine  humbly  fiir  injitructioo,  but 
Rueh  ihtngK  a*  I  know  lutd  <!an  uvouuhr  To  tell 
yon  otlivrtrbe  than  1  do  would  be  to  dcsUuy  tlii^ 
(amo  ^  a  Whobt  life ;  ■■  at>d,  though  you  ImuI  powev 
IttWht  min(j.  I  would  rwlhor  yield  it  titan  leave  my 
dMIliions  to  be  impugned  by  pODtemy.  Jwin  boliisr 
to'tomething  bcttm-  tlian  an  impoetor.  i  Know  yuu 
not  tliAt  you  oandemn  her  upon  Duthing  but  formal 
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"'kubtlfrticB  of  *ortl»}  were  she  Nut  sdviied  tei 
'■'late  in  all  timt  rou  im)ni>rn,  '  It  n  in 

''for  '  I  know  certainly,'  which  of  jim.i  ■  inr-i 

'^tMoounco  jwigment  8(<aiH*t  hot  I" 
"    It  was  too  niui-li  fir  Cftuchon  to  ml.  i  il 
with  a  man  wIhj  was  known  h*  u  t)i<>nli'^r 
,^thc  wholo  dviliuwl  world;  he  only  took 

to  compel  Iitm  to  quit  Houpn.in  which  the ^ 

w^re  wt-l)  uhlrt  dtid  ready  lo  MKond  hiin,  ootl 

\  (tootor  retired  to  UoiiK,  wti«r«  he  wu  •oon  iffa 
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Joy,  gnUitude,  hoj»n,  f.?«r,  indignation,  «]I  n»- 
'  glud  ill  my  heart  wbnii  1  hrtened  to  iLuch  n<d 
I  ooidd  ivjuii:c, mmettmes  with  Rn>-ni(i-v*  --1  k 
thiwii  with  Jean  Mornau,  Umt  Piwt.  ..n 

tficd  every  day  on  the  vprgc  of  diKciinlilure, 
ev«ry  «xuinii)ution  withdrew  a  |nir1imti  frum 
side)  my  anger  and  my  t#m>r  wore  in  hi«  unw 
(lUi^tahle  ittiaini'Irostwss. 

Thi«  contention  was  not  tuffcrvd    to  mhiii 
Loitering,  for  I  i-ould  not  avoid   tImt,   nrar 
ea»lV,  I  b(.<hcld  the  couragraus  \'  '  mpi 

ville  brought  in  u  |>ri.-><inor  by  ti  :_..^  ., 
He  W((»,  I  know,  one  of  Uw  asseeson  on 
and  his  seizure  by  ''     T"     '    ■  ,, 

,(loueii.     Kvery  F(     i  ■  i 

BUpprvsMd  ang«r,  bu(  Uie  iron  priw^r  of  Urn' 
aon,  reinforced  and  well  apjx)inti-<l,  II 
epic*,  ami  Uie  ndvnUvci  t«n)jii.'r  ol  '  i 

,1  jlcept  down  all  open  dernunstriktioni. 

'•  H«  Hioutd  have  bcrn  wi          ■iii-,"  mid 
■tiond,  when  weinet }  "Pieii nwiut 
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euougli  tu  giw  him  wamijig  wbvn  he  would  epeak 
&u  ioouuveoiecjUy.  Huute  lajr  Uiat  iw  even  weuteu 
fat  iu  Ui  >iuckrc  thai  un  lionurt  duo,  likv  thv  Bishop 
of  B^uvikiR,  Ehguld  sit  by  the  ai^  of  tlw  clergy  of 
IIm*  other  party,  if  he  iiiletKled  to  do  justice  to  tti« 
[uaidea;  tJiat  Wr  oxumitMtiua  by  tlR>  cl<-rgy  of 
PuitivTK  should  go  for  eomnthiiig;  aa  if  lh«  bisltop 
couli)  endure  to  liear  uf  tlio  truiturous  retscaJs  I 
tlidt  t!V«ji  tlic  Archbi«}M>p  of  RheiniK  liad  |)n>- 
nuujieed  li^  bur  fttvour,  and  tiiat  the  bishop  uw«d 
him  ub^iPDce  as  to  his  nictruiKilitaii.  Why,  such 
o^nion^  wen:  tailing  llii*  bishop  and  his  frieuils 
itiols  or  riUK^uls  tu  tbi-ir  tveth,  which  wac  nut  vrry 
4iccnwt,  to  say  tb«  least  of  it. 

"  Tlie  biihijp  Went  i>ven  fartlicr  in  liii  friendly 
runuin>^ljnu>u«,  of  course  to  save  Matlrc  Nii-ulas 
from  Uie  inconvenience  lie  was  ture  would  fall  upon 
him;  Jie  cittKl  tl»  muk^-ontwit;  and  wtiat  wai 
Houppevitle's  ungracious  reply  ?  Thitt  ba  owed  no 
obedience  to  hiu,  that  Pierre  Cauclum  ww  Bishop 
of  Bvuuvuis,  an*!  tlint  Nioolos  d«  Houppeville  ba- 
loogu>)  to  the  diuce«e  of  Rouen,  of  whkh  a*  yet 
Pierre  (^uuljon  was  only  archbisliup  in  his  own 

"Then,  ns  you  bw,  th«  Earl  of  Warwick  wu 
compelled  to  take  him  in  hand,  und  ihvy  talk  of 
eendiitg  liim  to  England,  <.r  drowning  him  in'tlie 
ScLtf ,  or  making  »oiao  such  provisioo  againtr  any 
future  iinp>L-rti»eiiL-e. " 

But  tliough  riniM  might  complain  aharv  their 
bfi'atti  at  his  imprisonm>.-nt,  all  did  re}dca  in  liii 
,  at.  the  iut«rc(^E<ioo  of  his  broUwi  auumwr. 


bought  Ins  ftw^lnm  hj'no  nut: 

protest  iiml  'r  tTS  to  llwir  muti.  ;> 

I  iratch«i,  L...  i„t  face  of  Tfanifaard  Jir  ^o  i  .-  rrr, 
ttte  frar  pr«ach^r,  at  h^  wptit  to  abd  from  thg 
ra«tlt',  and  wiught  to  read,  Dot  always  iriit.nui  suc- 
cess, tlie  fate  of  the  day's  pro»"!'!!i?«  on  tj-  iiigft 
tmi]  hdni^  brow. 

1  Inul  h««r<l  that  lip  w^  wont  to  pW'p  liiu 
the  table  n*?ar  tiie  accused,  ami  when  si;-'  !ii 
tfrerwhtlmed  hyaniuiit.  liiffifiili.  ^r  :ii-:  .  j«k 

lionE,  9om«timos  to  prompt  or  ofk  a  question  Uwling 
to  the  right  reply,  and  suineiiines  by  u'gna,  or  ^iy 
»^v«h  totiching  hiM-  I'lbo^t,  tri"prpv«il  lu^r  i  •uiimittiDg 
herself  in  ob^urfties  aod  iliffioulties.  I  coulil  not 
look  OH  a  man  so  bWlTe  and  good  without  n-vrivnc* 
md&trettion. 

"He  came  at  length  to  n'^ngni/A-  mf,  iirnl  1  ven- 
ttliyv!  to  ii-iV  lilm  to  Iwar  mo  in  roufeiwion,  so  that 
r  "ill  _■  '  I :'.  ly  tiiiliart  to  hii^  the  interet'L  I  t.li  foe 
Jeanni.'.  I, was  not  dctcircd  In  my  i-xp-'rinwati 
he  W[(Hned'  ii»  no  penanoe,  gave  me  no  blame  for 
riiy  «HMti(Jn  for  tlie  a«u»d  of  heresy;  h*'  lirt^ijw. 
wHn  deep  itatffn*t,  (knd  jimvokcd  by  frpsh  que»t' 
liflli<i  all  that  I  could  tell  of  .Teaiuie,  and  t  reJ^ifv^L 
in  tli?  a»AirniKC  tluit  1  tuid  mcreu«nl  hi<  anxi^tjl 

Mb^.        '     ';- ':r::',, 

'"*My  IHwid;"  IjeKaSal'iiiw.-  jart  ■!,  "you  %i»T!p 
truetcd  iniich  to  rtie  untfcr  Uki;~sur<j  soaI  'bf.ron- 
f«Mion;  I' slifll"  t"lt  (-"I!  ""■i>1iini^>"T>nt  iTmt  t  ft 
ySh^W.'itnni:  xjd,^ 

side  by  sid»  with  ti«T  i£  dot  of  that  Ui^  nKtol;  litit 
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you  will  coofien  to  m«  Hgain."  he  coai;lud«J  aloud, 
tint  any  near  us  in  the  chapel  might  hear  him. 

Two  days  ait«r,  I  saw  iilm  returning  early  la 
itu:  aArnitioa  fruui  tliv  caAlc.  Bi>  itwuiKr  tip- 
poured  hurried  hut  det«nniDe^,  and  even  a  flush  pf 
triunijih  Diigbt  be  iuen  ip  his  usually,  jialu  &ad 
plitcid  rLtitiin^  Thure  iiKcdvl  uu  uturu  .fgi  uie  ta 
detorminii  to  accoet  him.  Ht:  bade,  jno  uttepd  1^ 
at-iioe  of  the.  coufpssiouals  of  St^  (t(xtari^,at|])o 
^tOistttnoe;  ,^,  ',,,  ,,  ,^  ,,  ,. ,  „„, 

But  ooa  or  two  aupplicanU  witp  iu  the,bail4>nB 
wlteh  vre  entered,  and  iu  i  : '    :  :.^ce.aiidth^ 

Airgcoiis  light  of  the  miigijititoijt  wirniowK.  wljieh 
■lemed  fit  to  shut  out  all  but  d-lc^tial  tliuuglit«,  I, 
faielt  b«ttiile  him. 

After  briefly  though  patiently  hearing  me,  and- 
discharging  his  sacri-it  duly,  ''  Hi^v<^u  jiurdou,  U4 
both  r  lie  suid,  "  tliiU  wo  hfivja  rather  aot^bt  |t)iiB 
place  for  other  speech  ;  but  that,  t<x>,  is  a  wofk  ofj 
charity  and  juxtJco,  and  Jw«  nol  profunti  tlii^  vej^e^ 
roble  temple.  Vesterdayi  with  my  brother  Martin 
L'Adveou,  and  Jean  de  la  Funtaitit.',  tlte  hisltoji'sj 
deputy,  wc  visited  Jismne  in  hor  wU,  pri*'*tt!)y,  bj, 
pemuBsion  of  the  Vice-Inqulsitor.  U'ou|i|.  ttuit 
nieti  could  trust  in  the  »trt]ngUi  of  a  good  causal, 
Neither  Jean  le  Maltre  the  Inquisitor,  nor  La  Fon-:j 
taioc,  approve  this  process  in  their  httarUi.  Jf  all 
the  good  would  (larv  us  much  as  Uiu  evil,  and  wirtue 
should  give  courage,  they  would  nut  let  the  dcyil. 
have  the  upper  hand  in  the  worid  as  he  b^hl  ,,„.^^ 

"  Uer  subniisaioD  to  the  cliurch  would,  as  1  ki^^w^ 
•wttfoy  aii  thttir,  pro(;iM«,.  m>l  Uw  bieliop  ua4.  itet. 


2?i 


ioisi^J^^^"" 


flw  ithlrf  of  Ptoim^,  tittd  till  n-joTiivl'tW 
bought  his  tV-'-  1'  w.  Ii  no  gul;inl^ 
pVowss  i»i».l  it  ;' 

1  wiitcIieVl.  ■ 
tiie  fHar 

BlXU^a  tlltii  >j  iiL^iiL   iL>  if^^i,  ;ii't   lvJi.\  h\':<  i^'tiikr^i 

(*«S,  Iho  ffltP  of  Hie'  d^y'i'prwiT'iin^js  on  liis^Ju 

and  li'  ''" 

tho  table  near  tiie  accuiied, noil  wtiiv^  \f 


[■'"-1- 


to  tlW)  right  reply.  And  »»i: 

hereeirtD  obaruritio^  aud  difticulti.'t.      I  .  ..<tl 

look  mi  a  man  to  bnve  and  goml  w  i  i 

n»d  nff.ytion.  .  ..    t  ■  ,. 

'  He  came  at  longtb  to  t^ct^Vi'-  Wp,  ni»i  r  < 
tuMl  to  kek  Him  to  Iwsr  ioi  in  >J 

I  mi^ht  safoly  '    ■■       ■  .  "   .  '" 
.Ii-aiiin!'.     t  ft- 1 
he  ieh^oihed' m. 

my  airi>ction  Iw  u.e  urui^si  oi  lincsy;  n.-  li 
witli  i!o(Tp  hit<-r>'!l,  niid  iir»v<>);c!  hv'  fn-t'i 
tioh^  all  thftt  I      .    .        - 
in  Uio' aWallittiH'  t^Hl  1  iuid  iit<Toit«i  i 

AL.jj^    ■''""'"'  ""'   '  '"  '■'"'**''"!  "'  ' 

trurted  mdili  to  m"  y.-*-r  -v-  --'' 
feBsion;  T  «hnil  Vl! 

yAiilrHftriV.  n..  i     ■ 

side  by  siiit  vt.lI.  .icr  is  uui  ui  in^i  i.-.ir^  hk-uJ  i 
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m 

you  w^ll  coinf«sa  to  in«  again."  he  coocludeU  i^loAui^ 
tliat  an>-  nc»r  us  in  Uic-  cliupt'l  miglil  li«-ar  liiio.     ■ 

Two  Jays  after,  I  saw  ititn  relurniny  ■.'arly  in 
t\w  aiVniooD  from  tiw  casUe-  Bis  auiniii-*r  »p- 
bearcil  liurrHnI  but  Jeterinincd,  ftn<J  ev«o  a  liu«li.<>f 
triuntpli  might  be  seen  in  his  ,U8iuillfi.iNilu  and 
placid  ieatureii.  Th(-r»  tit^ded  ao  uioi^fur  tnc  Lu 
deWrmiiii;  to  accost  him.  Hit  ba(li;;..D](^  ftttvnd,  ^Uf. 
at  jone  of  the  coofessionaU  of'  S^t^  G^dsnly,  pf^]0O 
great  Ji.Htaiice.  '  ^^i.  ^      .    .   !■■   .|i 

But  otui  or  two  suppUaiRt«  w^  iti  <t)ie  jbui^ding 

'hen  we  entered,  and  In  the.  swrad  EiUioci:  tui4.tha 

geous  light  o(  Uie  inu^i)i6ci'iit  windows,  wl^<^ 

iied  fit  to  shut  out  uU  but  v4.-lestiiil  lliouglits,  I, 

knelt  beside  him.  I 

After  hriitfly  Uiuugli  (>iilictilly  hearing  me,  anj[ 
dilohurgiiig  hie  Katrrd  duly,  "  Ileuvoa  juinlifii  1)^ 
both  1"  ,he  said,  "  that  we  haw  rather  wugbt  t^it 
place  for  othiT  «pe<!ch  ;  but  that,  too,  u  a  work  of, 
(sharity  and  justice,  and  dws  nut  prjjfunu  tliu  vei»^ 
rahle  t«rople.  Yesterday,  wjth  tAy  bigtbor  MufUl^ 
L'Adviinu,  aixl  Jean  de  la  tVntaine,  Uie  hi^iop'si 
(loputy,  WQ  viMtwl  Juonpi*  in  her  ovU,  p^ivat<^Iy,  by. 
permis&ion  of  tlw  Vice-Inquisitor.  Would  Uka| 
men  cuuld  IruHt  in  tlte  strength  of  a  good  cause  I, 
Neltlier  Jean  Itf  Muttre  Um  InquJ^tor,  iior  \m  Foq-] 
ttiine,  approve  this  process  io  tbeir  hearts.  If  all 
the  guod  would  dare  as  muck  a»  tJtu  evil^  and  ^rtue 
•hould  giro  courage,,  thu;  would  not  let.  ithe  deinj 
have  tlie  upper  hand  in  the  world  dm  he  btitb  !  ,| 
ll  '*  Her  aubmisaion  to  Uie  church  Would,  u#  1  kn.i.-)ii;, 

deatroy  all  thnr,  prowu,  and,  the  kifibop  «u4,'  h^FJ 


-^6 
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':ttet?i'  I  replied  c^teUy;«iKltotdluiiu  .-fAhatbut 
it  shall  liii  a  niiftewhli'ttay  for  yoa  tbat  ywi  tUd  so,' 

'hec&lk-d  nkiud.    *  U  wuvby  the  good  k'wrwuf  tho 

^'V}«»-itiqunitor,  And' to  do  iwr-dQljr/  k4e|died;  ^aad 
Id  UuiL  ratiH*  I  f(far  ti'i  jviMtaity  yiu  Imve  the  fKiWr 
to  lay  upon  tn«.— Are  wo  jud^jM;  »r  advism^or 
'but  tjw  tnota af  chis moD^to  r«giater  bis  acU,  «bu - 

'4*ri;r  WW  may  t>ijnk  of  Uwm?'  "  ■ '    li 

T^  '-*<  Tho  vicA-itiquintor.  wlio  had  long'  Hite  impft- 
tient  and  md,  tlurn  arow. '  >  If  thrE>at«  xte  uaed^-Dr 
btu  doiK  Kgaiiiat  time  men,  who  have  do<i«  but 
what  thfy  otiglit  io  rUiinty  lo  do,  1  qaiC'thi»>>fiit 

'tiowsnd  for  ^ver,*  hf  «aid,  in  aToi«e  Afgnsit  emo- 
tion. '  The  BieUop  was  gta^^ered.  itiil  of  «  nge 
which  he  coukl  itot  v^nt^  ite  toae,  and  then  tank 

^^jgiirt.  sifMit.  on  hiR  (wit.  ■■-■'■ 

*V  "  *  I  d<<iimDd,  in  the  name  of  Hflarcfi,'  1  cud- 

'tbtued;''  that  ahe  be  not  milf«rod  to  periah  througli 
Hnr.  Wii on- (Ihmtian  JTulgo*— tl» '(.nuae  i%tiamr 
to  us  if  ire  but  owo  ib?  name.  On  us  l>e  the  pitni 
tf'ftw  advT«t>  her  wrong;!  if  xi^ht,  axHlshe  sabniitK, 
which  of  TOO  thiit  mmt  \A»me  hor  but  mll-dixstare 
■tiiftt-we  have  Hrvml  a  eoiil  ?'  'it 

"  For  oiK-e  pautetMWtatMl  f<Mi-  wera  orermaptsai- 

'fturriedly,  but  with  energy,  innny  jTO^swl  tt* Stuc' 
demaitilM.     The  Bi«ho]i  ahw  that  he  could  notsUni 

^tiwltde;  he  Mto,'«i>iHi^  aull^nly^  whilal  the^fai' 

'<qjntdtDr«oUeited^  Ahnoetvnoninumt'njte:'  My 
brother   Ouillauiiie  Duval,  Jean  di'   la  Kontaiii^, 

-iAd^hiy«cIf,atvthi«ufU)rhooki1o.'nKit>]n''h  '  Ih  half 

'liri  Itoar  we  metit  at  tiie  ><:ss(1<p,  anH  tro  crill  w>--atl- 
j'truel  bcfi  that  ewr^'wohl  9liall-_reit£i«ik>'  ti^'tatiK 


I 
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ibtBoaaum  uad  tlic  tatnc  doBftiul,  UU,  for  'Vcry 

e.  thcj  sbaU  be  etopped  in  th«ur  cour»."  ' 
'  Tliongli  &t  ft  reB|i«etfui  diitance,  that  1  luigtit 
>  bMqudud,  I  oouU  not  hcl(>  foltuwii^  bootbivd 
He  wsiteU.  itt  the  ^tu  fur  :lu»  tiro 
tfiuaioDa,  GuiUauDie  DunJ  aikd  Jean  de  ta  Fon- 
Uiae,  for  the  iuigli«i]  allowvl  ur  uppouitwl  thvm 
no  Ix^tUT  [>luiM-.  Tliey  iiit-t,  «im1  (lasawl  ;uo>to.  ibe 
ciwrt  of  the  builiing,  and  turned  ta  ttia  archway 
to  the  right,  whidi  Wd  towards  llie  (jriiiuns. 

But  livrv  thvjr  wora  sLop^x.-d  b)-  ll>«  guiird.     Uv 

'  apoke  nu  mora  of  tlieir  liuigua^  lUau  to.  oak  fur  an 

order  from  t)i«  Bisliop  of  Bvauvuu,  oni),  aa.Lli4,7 

jiroducvd  oiii?  Kigiieil  by  Uw  \'uu.]0qutnu>r  wJy. 

Jtlwy  vwiu  b-ustcd  witb  rude  ivpulsti.  i   . 

Isambard  was  not  so  tu  be  baffluJ  ;  iuwliug  Uis 
OODipuiiUM)*.  hfrideniandvd  to  spt-ak  wiUi  die  rap- 
tain  of  the  guard;  and,  as  im  Uil>U)i{1iI  h«  «ould 
converae  witb  tiwai,  tUfy  Iwd,  at  Inwit,  (lit-  uMtuus 
x»f  expooUilatiun.  But  Ite  only  «pi-vred  at  thwir  n- 
(^aasbs.  **  'lliu  Bi»ho]>  of  Besuvuis  has  been  boJjoTC- 
'<1n(ikI  witii  you,  r«verei)d  iatber^,"  )w  *ai(j ;  "  Mid 
wo  knuw  too  well  our  fHtods  fronii  vureneoiiefii'to 
^iw  you  BCOOM  to  tho  prisoner.'*  t 

"  She  it,  «>  oHgbl  u>  be,  iu  Mu*  cuntvUy  of  tbe 
church i.aod  wn,  who  are  cuUmI  uptni  to  oeMUte 
sad  >raclaiin  lier,  di-niBiMl  to  liave  fruv  a<.-i>^fi  to  Jior 
.by  the  detenuinatkiu  of  Hut  Viu:- Ini|ui»ilur  aud 
thu MaetBors "i.  ,u-L  ,lii<u()  >. 
.,  if'Wlmt  rfio  ought  to  be,'"  aatwwttd  tlw  ofiicur, 
ftia  aol  a  matter  I'gr  tny  bc«ding4  but  1  kiiovr,  tji«t 
abB'is»ai)diftUk«IyU»uontijiu«,  tHu-pritouur,  Awaf, 


rvi^msforxwn 


£neoils,  if  jrcni  cm»  for  foot  own  aafety,  for  me- 
thinks  i  ixta  the  Karl  oj'  Warwick  stirring,  wbon 
wiuUi  il  »  DO  great  wj&dom  to  proii'Dke  or  akade."/. 
'•.;"  1  am  glad  that  be  KMne*,"  r»()liecl  Immbard, 
flooU^t  thuugh  his  votnpninans  slmnk  at  <  tlie  BeuaiL 
of  hi !i  approach.  >    "  ■*■• 

'**  Whu  are  tinise?"  aakod  tltewarnor  Imitghti^tf 
a»  be  pasted  the  hail. 

■J  I  The  captain  nas  about  to  n^ply,  but  Isarabaid 
intrrpiKixl.  "  Wpan  (bUion  of  thv  Gliu[vfa,apf 
pointed  to  confer  with  the  prisoaer,  Jeanne  d'Aft." 
Kplisil  h*.         :r  ■  1>  "■..j|.. 

Wnrwirk'B  l>n>w  lowerer]>  and  lii^  «*vmcd  not 
only  uirprisud,  but  tlw  more  altered,  that  tiie  pcnr 
&iar  who  »l{x>d  befora  him  m-ilher  bent  nor  cow- 
sred  at  hif  look.  "  1  have  licard  of  yuu,^  he  said, 
"  i»MklUi)>(  kuitvBB  as  }'uu  aiu.  V<ai,  fellow  !"  Iia 
contiiiDcd  to  I»aml>anl«  '*  I  have  seeo  whispering 
and  ngniii^  tn  ttiis  wretch  at  thi>  table.  \'illaiB, 
hf  tho  Holy  Ko»d,  if  I  know  that  thrm  a^n  taki-et 
pauna  for  ti«r  deliverauce^  or  gtvest  her  adnitxiitioa 
(or  h44-   lafc^,'  |i  will  havo  Ui«i>  tiirowD  in  thr 

Seine!"  ■■-■ '■-  '  ■      .... 

<i.^'\Vhea  I  put  aa  tiiia  divs;,'"  replied  isambanL' 
*'  I  rjurt  awiiy  iifi-.  My  deed*,  wonh,  hope*.,  and 
fears,  belcng  to  Ijod  only.  I  require  oi  tiiee  that 
1  mtiy  ane  bitrt  in  the  name  of  the  ckur^  l  nrqutn 
iifuidj  humUp  pnrtofit  as  I  am.  lay  handeoli.nid 
im-t^  eaose,  and  my  btood  ahall  witnMa  agluwtl 
thmror  RU!ril«gtiL^'"Wit]ithiUheto»k  uptheczott 
whidh  iHin^  «t''hi»tf!ir^lK  And  luok«di'»t«d&itl|« 
i^on  it,  nil  if  60  awaitiliig  T)okHic<>.  '  <    no-Hn  uu  utri 


I 
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"  Aba  !"  cried  the  Earl,  •■  lh«M  am  sonto  who 
evoii  i«iH>k  licMjour  nwl  pruiitu  by  {K^rnHUlioti.  I  wikl 
oialM  no  Beckct  of  thi>ir,  fool '.  take  th«  butt-andu 
of  your  ii{H>iarK,  nii>n,  and  lioUl  tWin  out  cif  the 
gain's;  ami  H  jrou  be  foand  m^dliDg,  remember 
my  words,  there  U  no  grvat  glor}-  in  a  stonf  tivA 
MMid  ih*  nticlc,  a^d  a  nlant  plungt.*  ut  tmdntghl; 
EUid  thiii  after-<Utiner  VBlour  may  not  but  till  tbeii." 
InoftHUrd  xmik^d,  for  \us  Imd  fwtud  fnim  tbit  mtrly 
uuxiiing,  having  ncglcctni  hia  rrfrefbtnent  to  taUc 
*ith  Die,  ■; 

The  >o1dit.'r8  advanced.  "  Beat  them  away/^ 
WW  Warwk'k's  <  oiiimund  ;  and  they  «trUck  at  the 
frian.  'VUe  cither  two  ran  for  their  tivaa  oul  nf  the 
gate,  umiil  tlM  jeeni,  Khoutx,  and  lutul  luii^htt^  uf 
tbs  guards,  laambard  walked.  He  was  struck 
_onbr  or  tww'T,  liut,  whivi  tlwy  tnw  Umt  hn  went, 

ey  respected '  bU  coulneu,  and  muruly  did  their 


)iib:J* -Fotilaine  and  Guillaunie  Dural  fled 
to  thi?ir  eonveut.  liwiihurd  nw  me  in  tlM  plaa» 
baCoTw  Un  gate,  and  bi-ckuoed  me.  **  You  havri 
Been  part,"  be  fuid ;  "  but  Uiey  are  loistaken  if 
tlwyiUiink  I  cannot  pndun^  more  than  tlib),  or  that 
tkay  will  terrify  me  into  perjury  and  murdfir.  .  1 
liAve  too  great  a  foar  (ur  tb«  hateftlW  to  be  kuchft 
oowiml  hi're.  to  buy  my  own  lifu  byunotltrr'a  bkndi 
.>  wilt  remain  ;  1  vdl  act  aa  pnidentiy  as  I  may  : 
l.stay  their  )inxwdi»g«  wiu'a  L  canjKit  up|>u«e 
I ;  I  will  lo«|^)mi  tind  1ing>rr  tb»  ciiance  Uwn 
{(in  life,  uud  UuhI  to  Hviiven  for  Ute  re«t.  Uata 
no  mean?  of  oontril>Mtiug  to  b<?r  ekfotjr  ?  .  Yoti 


T*S 
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are  verped  to  vmr,  Itave ,  finight  bj  h^r  j  jou  are  wt 
in  yourself  capable  of  ca«iiDg  dowif  tiiose  vralu, 
apd  E%:ttiiig  Iivr  free,  but  uU  Aliiit}l<l,W  triwd.  SfWiV 
of  your  own  j/sriy  might,  withio  a  tnootl^  deyu^ 
aiid  ai-liiftve -*'  -  ,"  |       ,  ' 

*'  I  mil  gu  to  U»e  ImiyBflt;*'  I  i^M]'  ''I  wrfl 
seek  La  Hire  utLoiiviera;  the' taornliig  sl^all  find 
□to  on  my  way." 

V  Go,  my  Mm,  and  maj  ]rou  prosper,  replied  m 
^Ulher;  "  forme,  foriiludo  and  prudontu  here  j  lof 
fou,  courag?  and  activity ;  for  botb^  t!—  l^^V  "^ 
Him  by  wlmpi  ull  iiijuittiqe  ;f1igin  i>e  ' 
daj,  when  '  al!  tears  are  wi|ied  from  all  tiwae.' 
Benedicite  !"  I  imiuediatejy  prepared  fi>r  m^  i»^^ 
pVi^re;  but  that  very  night  I  l«irnod  tliut  Jaan 
do  la  Fontaine,  hitherto  Pierre  Caucltoo's  trusted 
deputy,  j>ut  >o  littlt!  trxisl  in  his  fqmiei:  patron^  and 
^'much  dreaded  tlie  wratt^  of  Warwick,  U|iat  lit; 
had  left  Rouen  before  me, 

I  si>t  out  us  I  Iiivl  <Ii:li-rminfd  fur  Louviort,  <iyhM^' 
La  Hir«  had  about  a  yt'ar  U-fon>  takim  from  tl^ 
Engltvli,  ill  the  hope  to  excite  that  Itonest  and, 
brave  warrior  to  some  ttnt4.-riif]i£v,  in  wliivh  I  mig^it, 
be  of  )iervic«  by  disposbg  an  asosting  par^  jn 
RouCD  il««lf.  But  it  was  only  by  loafj  wati-jiipg 
for  my  op]X)rlui)ity  tliut  1  cuuld  win  my  way  to 
liim.  . 

Placod  iw  tlu»  town  t>  lx;tw«i?n  I'lirisniKi  Kown, 
it  formed  a  dangerous  bold  for  all  »uch  foK^G  as 
were  a«if-nibled  fropi  time  to  time  to  iutervept  tlie, 
Enghf-li  adherents  pauing  between  the  onlycoi^* 
ndurabl^  dti<»  their   guvertmiciit  itM^  [«taui^ 
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"Tbo  Cngliati  generals  lutd  vollcctwl  all  their  Htrengm 
to  ro^iin  tliU  important  poin^,  cttul,  iillliuugli  Qii'j 
to  fur  Jcferreil  io  Ute  ^upentitioit  of  Uiu  men  us  ^ 
pr«as  tlw  sitrff!  wttli  no  grviki'  vigour  wliile  the 
lltaitlcn  livol,  for  tlie  suldier^-  dei^tartil  iKc^  4i<iul(l 
|uive  no  gooj  furtiine  till  ahe  was  <i»?aj,  they  »n- 
vtet«il  tlie  tity  with  a  strict  lilotlwli-.  TI'o  Itag- 
li«l)  WHtch,  under  Tttlbut's  ]>ersonal  ejo,  l•x^■r^;^,•^^l  a 
ai^ereot  vigilance  fnmi  tliatof  tlie  Iturguadinne^w^ 
^<xe  p(im)>i(^n<',  m)  ili:it  I  w:i^  oliliged  to  await  ao 
jkiiatik  in  Tune  upon  Ihu  lines,  wlikli  n-uily  called 
fortli  tlie  strength  of  the  beaieginfi  ho«l,  iK'fwri'  I 
cOulJ  &ucc«i;d  ingsiiitiu^'  im  t.-uinitii  i:  'i'lien,  portnw 
from  tliocu  witli  wliojn  I  luui  for  nearly  «  wwk  ub* 
willingly  coneorted,  1  soon  made  myself  knowp' tic!) 
some  old  conipiitiioEwl  in  ^mm,  oiitu'ig  wlumi  nt^ 
Tblurrj',  and  on  th«  return  of  the  torlii;  T  KA*  con- 
dlivt^d  trt  La  Hire.  It  may  be  easy  to,  jiulg«  of 
Rjy  di^ppoiatment,  wti«n  Uui,)ea4^rj  deeply  in- 
t^ri'aU-d  in  tlio  rvlulion  ot"  what  1  luiew-  e»ri'  .-r fung 
thi^  fatt-  of  J«unne,  infuniKd  me  ,t!iut  I  1m  i  \  <  n- 
feiiDg  Lrouviers  lost,  fur  tlie  thne,  Ute  only  «'ppor-, 
tunlly  I  miglit  liav  nf  proving  tny  div.iti.m  tu  her 

"  By  liio  \'irgia  !"  qqiith  he.  "  Ali,  I  Imre  lefi 
off  my  good  cui>tomji  1  iind  with  hWcotnpnnyiJtwt 
I  cunM;,to  think  , of  it!  hjr  toy  st^!  but  J  ccwK 
j-    ■  '   lliey  Witt   me  (lere  in    full  -i'    '       'o 

k'  i^-'X«!  town  for  tin-  kinc  hut   i 

blsl-i'l'  I'!  lilii  In.-  .irii!  I''.^iri  ■!■■  X.iiii'.,'.  iiml 
?!■    '-  ■'■  all  now  ill  H'-auvji^,  ni  tiiu  ve^j 

C-  ,  ,  awaitfi^  on  op^iottuuity  of  duug 
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BOCDQwlifU,  udvuiKiag  if  Ui«y  niay  hy  ttealtb  tw^&r 

to'Kouen,  orif  noottier  meaue  W  ttHind  of  even  ear- 

rryin^  iifi'  *uch  of  the  Biigli»li  cuiindl,  Ut«  Rugtal 

l,iBwlfonl  liitntKU'.  if  poetibtc,  as  miiy  put  Etll  in  our 

power,  and  (enable  us  to  dictate  terina  to  Lbew 

cuniung  MihoultnoQ  warrior*,  cuwi&rJly  citougli  to 

take  their  reveiig:e  Uirough   priests,   and   priuls 

ifwiched  enoug)i  to  du  the  cold  but4:li«ry  that  ai^dicn 

blusli  at.    And,  1^  tlte  niww  \  It  ix  no  littlv  ttiat 

King  diarli^  ventures  in  so  sending  tbeni.     I'o 

gact  fur  tho  nwrue  of  one  whan)   t!iey  (le>:)iitre  a 

"heretic,  will  turn   half  tiw   iiK'ddling   friars  sad 

clerks  again*!  Us,  but,  let  ua  regain  the  maiden, 

^i  Hiid  Ui^ir  wirifjlit  wil)  btt  little  in  tht;  baluace.     Tb« 

Cluinc-vllur  I{<?naTd  de  Cbartres,  the  Arehbiaiiop  of 

Rbeims,  IB  with  IIh^ri  too,  to  counLenance  Ute  fftwd 

p.s^rvke  a*  I'd  ought  in  right  and  gmtiludo,  (qt  be 

"Dever  would  have  entered  upon  his  see  had  it 

been  for  her," 

Twice,  when   I  thought,  tlie   night   Bufficieu 

dark  U>  escape  through  tlio  Kii<jli«h  liueii,  did  I 

:  imko  ttw  utluiBpt  in  vain,  and  uw«d  lotlw  coneide- 

itation  of  lia  ilire  that  a  rotreat  was  ptnpajivd  for 

tl  me  Inck  intu  thu  city.     Thu.->,  in  «j)itv  uf  an  impa- 

tieuce  which  I  couhl  only  ralisfy  by  the  usrIsss 

sacrifice  of  my  hfe,  I  was  detained  in  Lunivittn  till 

^Morly  tlH»  middle-  of  51ay,  contoiing  myseJf  some- 

times  with  tha  trust  that  she  had  been  firMit  bj 

other  mean!t,  and  tutnetitnes  bit1<>rly  accusing  my- 

wlf  for  my  own  |»TCJpitaDcy,  Utough  I  could  not 

UnagiDe  the  service  I  could  rander  by  bcuig  ti 


TUK  MAID  OP  ORLEANS. 

But  »t  tliis  UiUM  a  great  mownieiitwas  jwroeived 
among  tlte  eoeniKv'  l»o«t.  Allhiiujjjh  tlwy  u*rU  nil 
prccuutioiis  10  prevent  our  obeerviDg  the  extent  of 
it,  itwacwon  known  that  Talbot  Itad  tie  parted  with 
nearly  ten  (houMntt  men,  ami  wi»  «<•«•  ixrt  loilg 
ignorant  at'  the  muw.  Tlu;  rumour  wtii(')i  had 
reached  liim,  hn<l  which  ve  speedily  learned,  w&s 
that  the  expedition  fmin  Keauvaii  hail  wiwrl  tiixin 
lh«  ]M!r«i)n  ot  tint  Ii<-g'*iit  Bt^lford  in  p)w«iiig  from 
Rouen  to  Paris. 

IjA  Hiru  Ifjiit  IK)  time  in  taking  ndvaDtage  nf  the 
•ctuul  hcnidit  lt»c  iti'W«  had  hroiigbC  lo  him  by  a 
bold  and  vigoroua  attack  on  the  Unglieh  Hnee.  He 
uH  iirinl  iw>rn<^  jmivixiDn!*  hy  thia  rflbrt,  and  canMd 
alaim  ami  \iwi  tu  his  opj>onenl8,  but  titey  were 
fttill  in  sufficient  numbers  to  maintain  Uieir  bol- 
warkv,  and  evm  tlien  I  ithtiutd  not  have  lx>on  abln 
la  paw  through  tJu-ir  i>iiciim[)mtnl»,  but  f(>r  the 
Cuming  on  oi'  a  tremendous  etorm  at  night,  which 
tor  a  short  lim^  rv-ndvrpd  iriglrt  and  hearing  uwIosh 
to  the  M>ntinetfi.  But  hy  our  ri\>pi-iiM)  roinmuni- 
ition  oi  that  day  we  had  leunted  that  nothing  had 
et  betallen  Jeanne,  and,  iti  the  (ru»l  time  cIuk 
tillable  pledge  for  her  safety  liod  iiiileed  been 
secures),  in  a  jountoy  nf  two  ilaya  1  made  my  way 

rk  to  Kouen. 

1  arrived  tliere  in  the  morning,  and  th«  first 
Triton   1   sought  wax   laamhard  de  la   iVrre;    1 

litud  for  him  in  vain  witore  I  had  usually  aMD 

pass/ and  thertffnre  inquired  for  him  at  the 

eciiivi-nt,     lie  waK  alwent  from  Kouen,  tluty  wiid, 

despatclH'd  by  the  Bishop  of  Btiauvuis  and   llie 
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process.  '"* 

if^rom  tl»  oonvKntl  «*nt  tn  th««  Imsum  of  .Iftin 
Mur«aiU,  hdvingi  Baked -iio  qupstioiw  of  o(l]rr«  t)W^ 
my  own  abaeoce  uiglit  notbe  noted: '  Bilt  ib't^ 
seot^Does  I  Iffiimii)  Iroin  him  that  tJH*  fate  orSmtoii 

"  !t  was  thought  here,V"he  itfid;  "(^that  Bedford 
had  fallen  into  tint  tuiniU'of  tlio  Freruh,  but  the 
rumour  wits  false,  s^  tlie  EngiUh  ivjokiDg«  hnvti 
VtflJ  proved,  and  Talbot  has  even  taken  Pobmd^ 
Xantrettlin  in  an  nmbuscado,  tuy  tlwt  th«  inoS^ 
dftrii>K  uf  liiT  leEcueifi  is  hiinE«lf  (.'xixr^^^ted  li^re-tt 
prisoner,"  i  'flJ 

"Ami  for  J«anue?"  WaBBi^' iiext-trtmUM|f 
queetioiii  ji  lum  .-tiuil'rtrJt;  ii- I'wt 

"  Do  yo«  not  know,"  bo  said,  '"  that  tflf-TOanrwr 
she  16  to. b«  li!(l  toUia  pulilic  ptav^  Iwriin.'  Uw  mo-' 
iMKtnry  of  St-Ooen,  tbereita  be  admairislied  by  Ha 
appotnb^  priest,  am)  t)mt  sii«  must  then  eithiir  r«' 
pout_wtial  >ba.ii(n.(loiio^  oiul- submit  4o  ^iriCett^' 
sures,  or  die.*  .i^^oliuol  ■^iDudno'iit  •t-iiav  e  ni  vluun 

"  Is  it  come  *t  \tat  V  1  criml,  leaning  tigaiiist 
tbfl:(lourpo^t  for  support,  "ropeut!  submit*"' '  "^^ 
«jA*ai»imay!"  cried  MoK«m>''"l  '-"»q»  »f^'  .tl-"»«»f| 

"  All.  tiiat  Kill!  would  !■'  I  rojoiiMl^'  "what  *V- 
has  done  fur  France  they  cannot  undo,  and  lift  life 
atleaStaba  mayaamj'  Sho  n^vr  sought  fbr'lM' 
Mrtd's  pruise,  for  the  g^ory  whi«h  warrfon  i-aoL" 
tMid'fijc,  tliat  wdl  not  mngh  with  h«r  now;  fel9^ 
wben:«U  l]o|M<ifa)Kitbef9  ilw}>  prov6  tme'  ^  Ih^ 
onvA  humiUly,  in  the  veiljr  tvUth  of  Utat  n^irit  wtil^ 
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they  condfltDii,  and.  whow  not*  tiwy  would  have 
hi'r  abjure."  'I 

,,,ifthU  book  werpa  record  of  my  own  life,  l«ho4ld 
^ftf^  IB  sit  that  d«y  aa<l  night,  aod  tlwir  ceaeelen 
fever.  Lflt.  tuft  «iim>  alont^  to  the  iwnct  mormng; 
tiui  S.ttli  <>t'  May,  aad  to  th«  st-Riie  whirli  ttwn  took 
place  hefoie  St.  OufR,  whither  bvfora  sunrise  I  Te3 
{Hjwd  it'illi  Jcui)  Moreau. 

,  In  the  apaop  bnlore  Uiu  lutblv  chitrch  wm«  twi 
platfoniw  crovti'd,  wliioh  1,  with  manyothcn,  hdd 
i^lvd  (he  cT«niug  bafore,  tiiay  to  choose  tvherft 
beet  this  gr«at  evotit  iitight  b«  wHn«iKod,  1  to  a»^ 
sutv  niyMitf  of  hU  that  rtfiato<l  to  her.  The  otiP  on 
the  right  was  arranged  with  seats  forth**  judgi^aixt 
asaeF«90Ta«  aiid  *Ai\vn  of  iiigh  mnk,  ivith  Inwvr  ones 
for  tht-ir  KcntATUM,  and  abore  the  place  of  honotcr' 
was  a  caaopy  to  sliieU  tltose  who  oooijmd  iP  rrum 
Uh>  »un.  Thu  tAltcr  wii»  a  liinple  un^uM,  «o*«r«d' 
witli  blatilt,  and  or  whiuli  ono  clinir  was  placed  fai 
a  cotnflr.  TIh)  two  platfonnt.  were  opposita  t^  mwh 
other,  and  ni-a^t'tiough  for  any  comniunioatiool 
made  in  a  voice  of  ordinary  loudness.  <-  ''■-'= 

J.  A*  tilt'  sun  rotH*  upon  tho  magiiificeak  pile  of  St. 
Oueo,  not  MHHiad  itven  in  sixe  to  Ui*  cUhsdnV 
itaelf,  the  space  bacame  irregularly  filled :  by  Kn6tt 
ofpcMOMtaUlwg  tt^bt^r  in  groups,  till  tbtltbUr 
Bl»uld  coitM  when  tlie  two  etngos  alioold  proamtta* 
tbcm  tlie  great  objeuts  of  tlieir  ioterest.  It  wA' 
stnuige  U>  iMiar  ItOW  thn  to|i«  of  Indignatton  whiob 
the  citiuiQs  did  not  dare  to  vant  ainplyt  sonietiinM< 
tiMk  Unit  of  irtMiy,  and  soiiKtimeti  tbat  of  pity. 

i-J.l^^'itoT  thing  I  t\i«  ii%ltti  uu  oii«!"  ubsorirediB- 
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^4tAi>der  to  hU  f«Uows>  "  not  tb#  moIs  even  ti 
tlie  Knglish ;  alie  did  all  for  th«  lore  anil  peaee  of 
FnwM.." 

"  Ay,"  Tctunxxi  a  womun,  "  itmuet  be  a  pitUf 
eauw,  tbrsooth,  they  iiave  against  ber,evei)  AlaitM 
Jl-ui  lie  la  Fontaine,  tliat  Llie  bislic^  madv  hii 
deputy,  koE  mn  nwuy,  wlKHhcr  for  shame  or  £ot 
fear  nfln«  can  tell.  What  d«>B  the  oiau  mm  to 
staro  lit  f"  »hii  continuMl  to  «  kiw-ering  Engliehnua) 
who  stood  bedde  ber ;  "  if  yoo  undrrataod  whu.  I 
say.  you  otay  iieor  this,  too,  tltuL  it  is  well  for  mob 
as  you  the  poor  girl  U  not  untied  and  at  liberty, 
you  would  n't  dtand  here  lonnging  about  so  vom- 
IbrtJibly." 

"Peum!  p«Muxl"  iolCrpowd  herbteband.  >i 
"•i^PMiie  !"  r&«choi!d  tite woman i  "surelywbM 
tnoin  will  not  do,  women  may  talk  I"  >  i  ,< 

"  But,  beard  you,"  Kiid  to  bis  better  Hirwrd 
party  a  ()uiet<]ooking  burgess,  but  whiMe  bat 
would  not  rtmrnin  a*  unconGcious  of  purpose  aa  be 
witiied  it,  "  lieard  yoo  l»ow  they  fabdfinl  bvT 
U/nmt  titey  tboi^bt  hrcauw  the  cannoi  neA  or 
writo,  that  thv  would  not  remember  what  abeinwl 
dictaii^l :  it  wa3  told  tomti  that  aite  eorrecb^d  tbaiO 
tt>  the  v(^-  word^.  to  tfae:  great  ihame  of  «Doh 
ftwfi:erfl;  daubtlesstlieywer«|]rodtiQedbotbejudgw 
as  troM,"  he  «ontinued  cantioiuly,  "  but  it  nM.a 
wantof  hMilat  tho  kost  to  soKrioos  a  matter.".! 

Pttsuog  by  die  knots  of  pmple  to  a|>prau]h  at 
near  m  I  rould  to  tint  Ni-aiToliI,  im  which  I  preaOtned 
'  Jeaiine  would  he  pla^pd,  yet  finding  a  n>^kf,in 
'lutetitng  to  aoy  apmcii  that  insulted  Iter  eiiMDte*^  I 


.     hail 


THE  MUD  OF  ORLEANS. 


caught  Bight  oC  Kii)'rioik1  ds  Ufaqy.  I  mw  Um 
iDiiro  8tnln^  witli  bu  fat«,  that  it  told  me  whab 
t&usl  be  the  expreai^ion  of  my  uwi).  Ht-  wus  puJl^ 
vum.  haggard ;  hin  vyve  vrara  toom  sunken  thaa 
before,  und  movnl  restJcesly  j  lu>  li{»,  though  almuat 
always  a>iii[ii«Med,  work«iri  Uke  tW  lootivD  v£  a 
anake,  nod  onoe  ur  twice  opened  with  a  ghaatl; 
tmile ;  h)«  ixMtnls  wera  dilaleil,  hin  black  itair  lay 
ciettiKl  va  his  jbrvtKad,  uikI  tiis  btrard,  uiislmvou  tor 
fltree  or  four  days,  nwlD  his  iaoe  y«t  inore  grisly, 
And  \iw  huntl*  ki!|it  waiid<-rin^  mvr  liis  ^inti<-iitii, 
or  were  clenched,  as  tboiigh  he  would  strike.  Uie 
fonn  had  lost  none  ol'  ita  iioblenKse,  and  his  gar- 
ments  won?  nrh.  Ihuiigh  «]ov<-nly  put  on.  Prun 
tinu!  to  tiine  he  Burve)-ed  all  round  bini  witli  a 
bitter«coni;  no  Eiif^lixiiinuu  jjuvwd  near,  but  n  de- 
fianct!  lit  in  his  ey«,  as  though  ho  would  feel  it 
great  joy  to  |iTOv<^e  a  combat ;  niaiiy  coldly  Ktarird 
in  riitum.  eoino  wondenid  murii,  but  not  one  gave 
him  cvfn  that  smile  which  he  would  b»v«  instantly 
huled  as  the  wekomo  ehaflengt!. 

Ii  a«  our  t'onuer  h^it  had  been,  uSVctvd  not  to 
<w  or  cv«n  to  regard  him  much,  but,  a«  soon  as 
hid  fWK  mcmintvrml  ih«  giance,  which  1  couid  not 
help  luiiDi^BieB  turning  towards  him,  theaxpreeaoo 
of  bis  coUnCMHUiec  e.luuif^  jateously :  he  rustted  to 
m<*,  [rraspMl  mo  in  his  anns^  and  for  a  tiinti  up- 
peare<)  uniiblc'  to  speak.  '  1  made  do  effort  to  con- 
ceal uiy  emotion,  though  the  adversarieii  i^liould 
mnd  \»  )^M»meal :  I  w<outd  th«ii  Itavt;  sMod  iicmly 
by  him  in  proclainiing  all  But  unaBeclad  strength 
of  fueling  coQunandsimpcvt  kofo  adL  butjtha.iatf  t 
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brutal,  and  many  came  rouml  ub  with  sympathizu^ 
liiccE,  not  able  quite  to  n^ttrain  tlieir  cnrintnty,  er 
even  wjim-  wliisi)ered  wminji'nta,  hut  at  li^a-^t  kW{V> 
ing  from  us  Ui«  oliw-rvulion  of  Kiwh  (w  would  hare 
been  Bpiee  on  our  talk.  We  heeded  nothing  of 
their'*,  th«  luxury  of  speaking  all  m:  felt  seemed 
wortli  buying  ut  any  pmnlty. 

**  I  thought  you  were  gone  from  us,  or  dead, 
whioh  would  b(f  well !"  he  said  in  e  vwoe  whidi  ho 
appeared  almost  afraid  to  trust. 

To  give  him  time  for  reeorering  his  self-com- 
mand. I  related  all  that  I  had  been  eont-pmed  in, 
in  such  a  whisper  as  be  alone  could  hear,  and  which 
would,  I  imagined  from  his  fofced  attention,  itlilj 
more  t4!»d  to  calm  fisOings,  Uie  siglit  of  whii'h  for 
the  moment  mastered  my  own.  I  then  very  gently 
remonstrated  with  him  on  liis  utti>r  abandonment 
of  that  pri*senoe  of  mint!  which  even  to  the  lart 
gave  him  a  chance  of  being  serviceable  to  her,  but 
his  answer  was  a  hollow  laugh, 

**The  mask  ix  as  needless  as  it  would  be  in* 
[Misrible,"  he  said;  "thus  it  is  when  we  control 
ourselvx'f  for  a  while,  all  think  that  w^  iniffer  ncv 
tiling ;  I  have  let  my  thoughts  prey,  and  wear,  and 
gnaw,  and  tbey  should  have  done  so  still.  I  vould 
have  played  the  cowaixl  and  the  pander  whDe  there 
was  a  hope  to  flatter  them  for.  There  can  be  none 
DOW.  John  of  Luxomboui^  cune  to  Rouen,  and 
he  was  allowed  to  visit  her ;  be  spoke  to  her  of 
ninora  and  of  freedom ;  I  was  with  him  and  heard 
him,  but  she  saw  that  lie  spoko  a  fatsel>ood.  ] 
watched  her,  though  Warwick  kept  roe  like  a  fool- 
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K^>^i<loorii^anil  sh«  koi^  me,  but  they  wookL* 

imi1^ber,p(ie«k  wiUi  Utn  only  tniv  frieoil  Unitnp*]') 
pr()^ed  licr.    tf\»-  UM  lurn  Uivu  tliut  sIh'  «iw-> 
BUra  Um^  Ufia  CngU^h  wggld  be  M^sfied  wiUi  no-ui 
thing  lt«6  than,  ticv  life,  aiu)  ev«ti  >«  ^ayii^  llwcl 
bfayeU  Utetn,  jui^lKi^ying  tii  tlivtu  Uw  fall  of  ihlirti 
power  licri^  though  tha;  hiwl  a  buDdrad  thoUsmdw 
tn^tf  men  to  oQur  up  to  tlieir  aiobitioo.    Oiif^  of 
tbeir  Qubi^a  ^-uul«i  havii  »tabl>ml  livr,  but  Ww-vrtcltw 
savwl  Iwr  from  thut  Wow,  it  wuiUd  Ittive  beea  taO[ti 
mvxciftil,  and  too  impolitic  1     On«  pitie<l  her.  tbc 
Dticheas  of  Jledfurd,  aud  sent  lit*  clothe*  to  weAr,:i 
that  &l>e  might  ik&iU  Umr  malicv,  but  wen  eheiit 
WHS  vtiidden   for  it;   she   prerented   the   l£ngliahii,- 
jxilicy,  Rotbtug  but  the  maidoa's  deatb  could  rv*tor«nt 
till)  itc'urt  uf  tlu!  loldii'ry.       .,    ..t,;.,,,,,  \,,,i  ,ri^(i3 
,'*T1hi  L'iuveisi;j;ofParis,flatt0re(],b!'tli«Biahopi'n 
has  treated  the  yibole  matter  a&  a  complinieitl)  aiK^t'i 
ktiuwM  not  Itow  to  QaXUiT  liiin  ottough  iu  iMiiirn.    U  -, 
ba^  rpplii-d  to  all  his  qutr»tiou«  UR  if  Iju  bud  lumeelfi 
wriUen  tli«  anawars  Iw  vuhed,  Kbitiog,  jis  ooe  re»- 
•onjtiii;  livr  coudruimtiuii,  tliai  eiie  does  notiig^itlii^ 
undfu^land  ih»  doi^-u-iiic  gf  fiNtt  vrili  1    S(>iiM.ofp^b|bD 

dQC^m,,ca^  >)>»'  u^pitatiun,ap,unpoi)ubililj,;fa9riill 
ca^M^  t;i^f  lif«  Axhibiti  noue  uf  tboee  extr»oidinairy,« 
frettka  of  aauttity,  wliicli  Lliey  call  hotitiv«,  iw  ifnrf 
th^^]jeraut.iii  bi;i  c<)Il  bud  juoro  tut^^ljon*  to  vittn-K 

•]iv-\.  •'  r-.ii  abe  bfE  li!!''  i"  :il'  t'lo  biit'K;  »{  her  fttitn^ 

■1  -  im  ^d 

f  |l>lt  I, talk  idly;  lt:a/y  tli^if  hram  nod  tb«,r, 
detcmiiiinli'tH  of  their  hutv  froiii  thin.    She  wait  ill,  ,( 
■0  iji,  ili'ii  iii''j;0^,K'litKtt>cy*^n  after  htir,riecovijfy^^. 
vei„  Vii.  o 
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put  her  to  the  torture,  for  fear  «iie  should  die ;  and 
why  were  ttwy  thus  merciful  ?  Bm«uw  Warwick 
had  declared  tliat  the  kiiig  liad  bought  her  at  a 
large  price,  and  that,  for  uu  caufte  iu  thn  world, 
would  ht!  Iiave  hex  die  a  natural  dcstli ;  that  >he 
muKt  pt^rith  by  justice !  Yes ;  the  DoUe  earl,  the 
nmowned  wartior,  sent  Iter  two  phyiidane,  that 
tliey  might  *av«  tivr  for  tliis  vongtttiic«  1  1  do  not 
tell  you  alt ;  it  Is  rq  infamy  as  well  as  torture  to 
repeat  such  things !" 

We  were  lookii^  towards  tlio  scafiblda  by  the 
church,  but  suddenly  a  general  murmur  arose,  and 
many  faces  fronted  us,  while  some  pressed  anxiously 
nearer  to  the  piatfumis  j  we  turned,  ami  beheld  the 
advance  of  tiie  proccesion  from  th«  directioii  ijf  the 
castle.  As  I  tumsd  I  caught  a  gbropse  of  a  fitce, 
whirh,  if  I  hud  seen  for  a  [moment  clearly,  1  could 
not  have  mistakeit,  it  i>cciihi1  like  the  shadow  of  the 
hermit  of  Dreuz ;  but  a  more  immediata  iut«re«( 
called  me,  and  when  I  could  find  an  instant  to 
look  again  towards  the  same  spot,  the  figure  was 
gone. 

A  atpong  guard  of  English  archers  and  men-at^ 
arms  cleared  the  way,  marching  close  by  us  to  the 
seafTold  on  wliich  Jt^unne  wo*  to  stand,  and  betwvoo 
these  ranks  she  might  be  seen,  contluctcd  by  the 
two  apparitors,  Jean  Massieu  and  Mauger  le  Par- 
incntier,  nn<l  inimiNliately  followed  by  Imt  two  con- 
fessors, Kicolas  L'Oyeolour  atid  Martin  L'Adveou. 

Sbe  was  still  in  her  man's  apparel,  and  walked 
along  with  an  easy  pace ;  a  sort  of  melancholy  en- 
joyment  wbb  od  her  wuot«oatu»i  as .  tliougli  the 
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fresh  air  of  the  momlng  revived  her  apiriu,  brokeo 
by  impriaonment  uiil  illmiw. 

1  look«<]  on  nothing  else  as  she  w^t  by,  but  1 
felt  Raymond's  grasp  upon  my  wrist,  aa  though  his 
fingers  hail  been  iron. 

AlrMtdy  there  were  KngUsh  men-aUanrM  round 
the  scsffbtd  i  the  new  encort  reinforced  them,  aome 
wmaining  on  th«  ctcps ;  and  Jeanne,  the  two  eon> 
fimon,  and  the  two  apparitors,  onty  aeooftdiitg  thft 
platfortn.  The  people  gazed  on  her  with  an  inw- 
tiable  curiodty  ;  after  a  short  time  I  looked  up^Hi 
their  farm,  for  I  thought  that  universal  pity  might 
wen  then  serve  l>er ;  but  strange  was  the  difTerem-e 
of  exproasioD :  mna  were  indignant,  some  wept, 
some  looked  wHli  that  sort  of  terror  tlmt  cannot 
divot  the  gaze  from  iu  object,  and  some  lookol  on 
with  Fold,  some  with  tnumpliant  hatred. 

"  I  liave  sworn  to  cast  one  fagot  on  her  ptli*," 
Mid  an  Kngliah  soldier  aloud  :  at  th»  monutnl  ii 
heave  of  thtt  crowd  w'porated  him  from  us,  and 
Mnrad  him  from  Raymood's  ready  grasp.  Thn 
jndgea-asteSBora  were  being  conductrd  to  their  iwAta, 
to  tbe  number  of  a  little  more  than  thirty,  nut  of 
tfaa  many  who  had  comiiKDcad  the  work;  andOuiU 
hmme  Eirard,  doctor  in  tht^l'i^,  wan  led  lo  the  side 
of  Jeanne  herselT,  lie  being  to  pr«>BCh  ttie  aents. 
tomed  sermon.  With  him  came  the  two  notarii<«, 
who  w»mt  to  thaplatfonnof  thejtidges.  Tlir^  wn* 
manhalled  to  the  same  place  the  Bcshop  of  Dniti' 
vaia.  He  walked  with  an  air  of  aflWted  humility 
and  aenrow  ;  hut  lh«  nManeat  were  ixAdoorimd  1^ 
it ;  nooa  craved  either  blasstog  or  oolics  from  him. 
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but  many  look«il  from  liim  to  the  object  of  his '_ 
eecutioD,  as  if  to  reproach  him  wiUi  the  si^ht.  The 
Vice- Inquiaitor,  .leaii  le  Maltre,  waa  with  him- 
.  Ruymoiiii  reaiarkud  liim.  *'  Sw,"  ha  cne<lt 
<*thejraredi>ternimed  to  have  accomplices, as  man; 
^,t^  church  will  leni)  them ;  even  the  Inquiutar 
voold  have  avoideil  a  Khore  in  this  ;  but  they  have 
taken  good  care  that  he  sliail  receive  such  a  com- 
missioa  that  he  can  no  longer  axcuse  himself  for 
want  of  power ;  tlii-"  U  n  brav«  {wrMvenuice,  tliat 
eaCQUQt«TS  and  overcomes  the  mcjt^  evt»n  of  mea 
accustomed  to  peraecutioD."  i 

Then,  witii  much  punip  of  attendance,  came  the 
BUIiop»  uf  Noyun  nnd  Boulogne,  accompanyingi  on 
either  huiid,  tint  Cardinal  of  Winchester,  or  of  Eng- 
land, as  he  was  oltea  called,  the  proud  Beaufort, 
great  uncle  of  Henry  VI.  They  slowly  repaired  to 
the  platform  of  thi*  judgvs,  where  ei\  roso  to  recvive 
the  Cardinal,  and  did  not  resume  tlieir  seats  till  )m 
Imd  taken  his. 

Out.'  mure  arri^-al  created  yet  deeper  attention-7> 
it  was  that  of  tlie  executioner,  with  bU  tar,  vl 
placed  near  a  comer  of  the  greet  square,  remuned 
ready  to  advanov  towards  bis  victim,  and  to  bear 
her  to  tho  Old  Market,  where  the  stake  was  already 
erected.     The  man's  face,  as  well  as  I  could  descry  h 
it,  was  »tern  enough,  but  1  coutd  not  n^d  tipon  itfl 
the  brutality  whji-.b  should  beloi^to  bis  trade.  But 
my  eyes  doxiJed. 

Tlxi  sound  of  a  loud  and  energetic  voice  from 
the  scailold  where  Jeaimo  stood  «iiled  nu*  from  myl 
terrible  cxuitemphiUoo.     I  saw  tliou  tliat  the  sight 
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■■  terriblt!,  even  to  her,  Afiotlicr  might  not  have 
known  so  much,  but  1.  who  had  watch<'d  \wt  Taix 
from  chii'iliood— — The  preacher  was  unnouncing 
hill  text :  •'  That  a  vine-branch  could  yield  no  fruit 
wh«n  seven>d  from  the  stock ;"  and  from  thii  he 
dilated  on  thv  ncconuty  of  unity  in  tlio  Catholic 
Church. 

Wlifle  he  reasoned  ailw.  Katened  to  him  with  bum- 
ble attention ;  but,  as  hix  znal  grtiw  warmer,  he 
latmchod  forth  into  invectivo,  ratJior  than  rn-proof. 
>£Unst  the  object  of  his  discourse.  Her  bearing 
altered  with  hia  toiic,  and  might  well  have  shamed 
it,  for  she  li*ti.>no(i  then  witJi  n  smile  of  melancholy 
patience,  which  all  hie  injuries  could  not  rufflo.  But 
tiiC  great  object  of  his  exhibition,  the  defamation  of 
Charles  and  of  1its  cause,  remained,  and  he  burst 
into  an  apo^lropho. 

•*  Oh,  noble  and  royal  house  of  France,  onrrienl 
champion  and  protector  of  tlic  true  faith,  in  whom 
the  church  has  found  its  warrioT?,  its  martyrs,  it« 
Bainbt !  art  thou  «o  fallen  as  to  hug  alliance  with  a 
'heretic  and  schismatic,  and  to  bin<t  thyself  by  that 
chain  to  the  arch-enemy  himself!  Whocan  refrain 
irom  pity  to  his  country  ?  France !  jioor  ubuwd 
'TVaaoe !  the  very  dwelling  of  Christianity  !  And 
<Charle8  !  thy  shame  an  hi*  own  !  calling  himself 
'Uiy  king  and  governor,  Charles  trusts,  heretic  and 
schismatic  as  he  is,  no  longer  to  Heaven  and  it» 
ministers,  but  to  the  word*  and  tlio  strengtli  of  an 
idle,  difisoluU',  dishonoured  woman!  And  not  he 
alone,  but  the  clergy  under  liis  rule;  those  who  luivc 
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pretended  in  tlMir  craft  to  b^eve  in  tlie  li«s  >be  | 
libt  jtropogRteil  I" 

JeaoDe'a  colour  visibly  heightened  duriitg  Uiix 
pari  of  tti«  address,  and  one  of  tbose  flashea  darted 
from  lior  ojrvs  which  I  liad  wen  wh«n  du>  cri«d 
"Onward!"  in  battle,  but  ebe  half-reprassed  bw  , 
choler,  aud  tried  to  smile  again. 

The  preadkcr  wtio  frit  iiis  credit  at  »talte  in  Hw  \ 
visible  effect  upon  tiic  accused  turned  foil  nnmd 
upon  l>er,  and  in  tlv.  insolence  of  liis  safe  reproocfa, 
«aid,  "  It  is  to  thae,  Jiiuniw,  tliat  1  tptsik,  and  I 
declare  to  Uwe  that  tby  king  is  a  heretic  and  •  ^m 
KhiBmatic  T  ■ 

But  the  «(rurt  failed  ;  lu«  cliallengo  so  put  was 
ooccptttd,  bur  indignant  gesture  startied  hlin  so  as 
abuust  to  raise  a  laugh  at  his  expense,  for  soma  ean 
laugh  even  at  sucti  times  for  vport,  and  Kome  £ad  it 
a  relief  from  horror.  "  Speak  as  you  will  of  me,  but 
not  of  the  king,"  she  said,  in  that  clear,  full  voice 
in  whidi  iiKli{j;n»tioii  oixt  contempt  were  struggling, 
"he  is  a  good  christian  !" 

Tlie  preacher  suuiraoaed  his  oratory  afresh.  "  It 
i«  well  for  a  heretic  U>  vriuch  for  a  heretic !"  be 
cried  ;  "  1  repeat  that  Cbarlee  is  one,  a  damnable 
aitd  pernicious  lieretic."  Her  race,  loud,  detw, 
stem,  and  piontttg,  drowned  hit  Bcntenctf.  ^| 

"  Slander  him  not !"  she  cried.     "  1  fear  not  toH 
(l«clare  and  to  swear,  not  only  to  maintmn  vrilh  my 
life,  but  to  pledge  to  it  the  safety  of  my  soul,  that 
Kiii({  ('lutrles  is  the  nobieet  christian  of  all  cbris- 
tian  tDoi,  that  <io  ona  is  tnier  to  tJie  fUth  a 
the  church.    I  am  not  here  to  strive,  save  i 
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r,  but  Let  «n  know  ihu  for  the  truth  whkh  I 
will  declarv  the  more  th«  more  it  is  denied." 

"  Sikuce  her  1"  tlituidered  Cauclion  aloud  to  the 
spporilur,  Ji.uui  Moisicu,  wlio  stood  dtrtmsod  sad 
trembling  by  her  side.  He  approaclied  her  irreso- 
lutely, but  dho  looked  on  )iim,  rememWred  his 
kiudnesa,  an<i  lieKt  1m.t  {wuce,  Uiat  »lii!  might  not 
constrain  )iim  to  bis  office. 

Erord.  after  having  contented  himself  by  implying 
and  arguing  upon  hia  own  assertion,  and  then,  turn- 
ing to  the  articles  urged  principally  against  her, 
her  (tivu,  li«r  bt-uring  urnw,  and  her  belief  in  her 
visiona  and  her  own  future  happiness,  hold  out  to 
her  a  pieue  of  paper  containing,  in  about  eight 
liuM  oif  writing,  an  engagement  to  nbandon  her 
attire,  and  the  uae  of  warfare,  and  bad«  her  sign 
tilia  the  abjumtaon  of  her  sina. 

Jeanne  liad  leamed  tlie  ni>cc»i<ity  from  their 
process  of  an  exact  mraning  for  their  w^rds  ;  »l)e, 
tberefbn,  desired  the  preacher  to  declare  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  term  "  abjure,"  hut  he  signed  to 
Jean  Massieu,  who,  thinking  of  hor  danger  rather 
than  of  lier  wish,  told  her  only  '*  that  if  she  denied 
any  of  Uie  twel»«  articles  exhibited  agaimt  her, 
it  would  send  licr  to  tlw  stake ;  )te  ventured,  )iow- 
•ver,  to  advise  Iter,  perilous  as  it  was  to  himself,  to 
appeal  to  th(>  utiiversal  church  witetlx'r  sIm;  should 
abjure  the  articUM  or  not."  J>«nne  instantly  com- 
preliended  and  repifati^i  his  words  aloud. 

"  Thou  slialt  abjure  now,  or  be  bura«d,"  was  the 
reply  of  tbo  preacher.  -leaiuH'  exerted  all  her 
energy  that  she  might  be  distiuctly  heard. 
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""I  have  already,"  she  aaid,  *' submitted  bolh 
mj-  wxnxU  a])d  actioM  to  the  cltorch  ;  l«t  my  repUei 
be  H«t  to  Romcy  and  1  iitihmil  to  the  decinon  tiien 
given,  though  I  maintain,  in  the  nKah  timp,  that 
what  I  have  done  I  have  done  hjf  the  Vill '  (ff 
Heaven  I"  ' 

"Ah!'*  exclaimod  Ravmond,  "wma  onft  hu 
coucaelied  her  aright,  or  her  own  oatural  qtudf- 
n«Ks — tiw  lift*  seen  by  tbeir  }iMks  that  »ach  la  tKe 
(.'oursp  for  safety  t" 

Caucfaon  was  evidently  confused,  and  talked 
with  thu  Vici>-In()tu(itdr  and  the  Cardinal,  wltnin 
tltrw;  or  four  words  appeurod  to  d«klft  him.  The 
si-nsatioos,  indeed,  of  the  crowd  were  iut^ose,  the 
partizans  of  each  opinion  looking  round  as  for  «0 
expoct^.'d  conflict.  The  Bishop  of  B«auvais  waved 
his  hand,  and  all  wa*  a  tiurry  of  clamour  for  silence; 
tlK-n,  as  all  was  hushed,  hi-  fpoint. 

"  Such  a  devlaiation  will  not  saSioe ;  tbe  pope 
ia  at  too  great  a  distance  for  ua  ddw  to  have  te* 
course  to  him."  '      '' 

•II  **  He  i»  an  open  tiaitor  to  hi»  Churcli !"  cried 
RaymomI,  but  lii^  voice  was  loot  in  the  myriad 
pxclamations. 

"We  have  full  power  to  judgo-you  hen."  be 
continued  at  length.  "  it  is  necescary  tliut  yod 
&l)Ould  here  and  now  submit  to  the  holy  mother 
Church,  and  bebere  tliat  whicli  able  and  Kitmed 
men  di-clnrv  to  you  of  your  wonls  and  deeds." 

"  You  judg«  and  dofiune  ono  who  is  absent,"' Ire^ 
plied  Jeaone  ;    "  it  ift  not  for  mo  to  submit  to  ymt 
»n  you  u»c  such  meant  agaiuitt   the  king  of 
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Pnuice)  hear  this,  whatever  you  may  be  pormittrd 
k>  do  witli  me,  that  iioiio  of  my  (ieetla  or  words  are 
to  bo  lud  to  his  chu]ge,  or  to  t)iat  of  any  other  being; 
if  Uiere  be  blame  or  harm  to  come  for  thnm,  they 
are  mine  aUtiie,  and  I  answer  for  ihem." 

A  grout  confusion  utom  upon  thv«o  won.^  fbtr 
all  fflt  that  the  purpose  of  the  oppreseore  was  lost, 
whatever  might  become  <)f  their  victim.  Charles 
couhl  not  he  diehoiiourod  by  her  full,  wen  in  tlie 
eyes  of  those  who  were  to  combat  agaiost  liim. 

1  had  made  my  way  near  to  tho  scaffold  by  this 
and  hfurd  from  timo  to  time  ]mrt  of  tht*  pro- 
gs. Some  matters  of  fomtt  three  tnooiUotu, 
were  r«ad  to  her,  but,  in  reality,  not  inf^nded  to  be 
marked,  for  boti]  friends  and  foes  were  unxiously 
persuading  her  to  sign  the  abjuration ;  her  friends 
from  pity,  lier  foe?  from  policy.  Her  two  con- 
fiSRSort,  L''Advenu  and  LX)ysv'l«ur,  from  th()s<^ 
opposite  motives,  vied  witli  vuch  otliur  in  UiMr  pn- 
treaticfl. 

To  Uiu  Huddonly  assumed  tenderness  of  Bnird, 
who  now  uddreudd  her, "  Jt^annt! !  wc  havi>  gn-al 
jHty  for  thee  I  thou  must  revoke  all  tbou  liast  said, 
or  w(>  mutt  leave  thee  to  the  secular  power;" 
she  replied  imiwUently,  "  All  that  I  have  don«,  all 
that  1  do,  I  bavo  done  well— and  do  well  to  do  it," 

Bven  the  crowd  DOW  implored  her ;  Raymond 
fuid  I  nused  our  voices  loud  among  them.  "  Do,  do 
as  you  arc  counscIUhI  I"  sr>me  cried,  and  otlieni 
pointed  to  the  <:ar  of  the  executioner,  which  was 
slowly  making  its  way  through  the  cnvwtl  to  the 
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foot  of  the  scaffold,  calliug  aknud,  *'  Jeaane  \  JeaoiM  I 
the)'  como  to  bear  you  to  death  !" 

"  If  I  miglit  be  delivered  from  that  prison  1"  she 
said. 

■'  You  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Church  1 "  ex- 
clajmed  Er^nl. 

"You  will  be  freo  from  Die  EngUsli,  Jeanne," 
shouted  Raymond,  who  heard  what  Erard  had  said. 
"  Ah  1"  she  cried,  "  ;ou  take  great  pains  to  be- 
guile me." 

Thi-  Bishop  of  Beauvais  perceived  her  hesitation, 
aod  stopped  in  th^i  middle  of  the  eenteoce  of 
damnation,  nlikh  be  ttod  b^un  to  read. 

VVIiile  all  around  licr  ivjwced  in  tliis  ])au57 
and  radoubled  Ui«ir  lastaiKee,  some  by  fH-ayen, 
some  by  remoostrances,  and  some  by  threats,  a 
great  commotion  araae  opon  the  uUicr  platfonn, 
and  we  heard  the  infiiriated  Bisliop  of  Beauvnis 
loudly  giving  the  lie  to  an  finghsh  doctor  who 
.itooil  near  him.  I1ii»  was  a  chaplain  of  tiw 
Cardmar^  who  had  merited  the  reproof,  for  he  ac- 
cused Pierre  Cauchon  of  treason  to  the  E^lisb 
cauxf,  and  of  being  an  aci-oniplioc  with  the  accused. 
"  You  have  foully  lied  !"  called  out  Pierre  Cau- 
chon ;  "  u)  such  a  cause  I  know  no  favour ;  you 
Itare  wn>nged  me  iniu>Ii*nUy,  and  I  will  go  no 
further  tjll  you  have  made  due  repemtion."  A  low 
word  to  the  chaplain  from  the  Cardinal,  who,  in  all 
the  tumult,  dcignod  not  to  Rpeak  above  his  breath, 
was  instantly  though  sullenly  obeyed  by  bis  chap- 
lain, in  wlioae  hands  the  schedule  of  abjuiadon  was 
I>laced»  wfatcfa  it  wu  urged  tm  Jmqdc  to  tugn. 
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that  he  might  content  hi[n»cU'  witli  that  jmrt  of 
her  humilinliun;  and  he  vunri^mxl  u|Min  it  with 
LdLureDce  Callot,  Uie  secretary  to  the  Iiuiglish  kiug. 
All  waa  then  still  «nougii  for  t»  to  li«ar  Cauchoo 
add,  in  a  voice  of  great  mildnecB,  "  Is  it  not  the 
dutf  of  our  profession  to  seek  the  safety  both  of  the 
sodI  and  body  of  tho  rrritig  ?" 

Jeanna  spoke  to  GuiUaumo  Gmrd.  "  Vou  teit  me 
thut  1  sia  grievounly  iu  refusing  your  prayers  aiiti 
instances ;  auil  if  1  could  know  tJtat  all  the  church 
were  rcslly  of  your  mind,  and  not  those  only  whom , 
being  my  enemieia,  I  caiinot  fully  trunt,  it  would, 
indeed, be  n  fault  in  me  to  hold  out.  To  what«rer 
theeburcli  decrees  I  submit,  and  will  sign  uven  that 
abjuration  if  I  am  so  etijiiiiied.  On  your  heads  be 
it  that  1  hari;  impiirtJal  judgvi!,  and  such  as  will 
not  iiwrclybetray  me  by  tlieir  counsel,  and  such  as  of 
right  I  ought  to  have,  for  it  would  be  deadly  sin 
assuredly  in  you  to  mi«U-ad  one  as  simple  ax  I  am 
in  this  perilous  case.  Li>t  the  Church  decide,  and  1 
will  sign  what  I  ought." 

"  Tliere  is  no  time  for  sucli  vouniwl ;  at  least,  irota 
otiwn,"  answered  Erard;  "  think  you  that  wo  know 
oot  what  we  do,  or  tlint  we  would  deuL  so  aufully  ? 
Sign  now,  or  this  day  the  fire  will  end  thy  life  !" 
These  wordi)  he  enforced  by  jiointlug  to  the  car, 
which  was  midy  to  receive  her.  "  Be  it  so,"  was 
her  roply,  yet  spoken  with  no  eager  haste,  "  me- 
thinks  you  bear  the  greater  peril.  It  is  easier  tti 
^H  cign  than  to  be  hunied." 

^^      Two  or  three  sentences  passed  between  Cauchon 
[       and  the  Cardinal,  and  the  Bishop  declared  that  she 

■ 


mo 


JOAN  OF  ABC, 


might  be  admitted  to  pi'Ditence.  So  great  vas  taj 
py,  aod  tiiat  of  Rajiuoiul.  lutd  Jean  Moruao,  at 
ihia  moment,  tliBt  we  could  not,  for  u  short  tiiDc, 
attend  to  i\v}  furlln^r  [intceediDgs,  winch  seemed 
almost  a  fonn  after  her  deciuoo. 

*'  liet  them  do  what  they  list  now  1"  crii-d  Ray- 
mond ;  "^he  ha*  a  coura^  as  patient  as  active  ; 
sho  will  I'ndure  and  she  will  livu.  Aftnr  how  many 
yeara  of  prison  did  La  Uire  deliver  Bitrbason  at 
Ch«tcuu  (millard?  My  course  is  cWr  uow,  atid 
every  Frenchman's!  fight  fur  France,  aod  nvn 
Joanne  at  laat !"  Moat  of  thefuce^noar  nsseenwd 
animatitd  with  the  same  pleasure,  even  to  some  of 
the  linglixh  Ihi'mM'tves,  for  it  would  he  wrung  to 
judge  of  the  nature  of  that  nation  from  tho  baaenen 
of  those  who  ruled  it  in  those  days.  Many  w«te 
angered  and  «ui>t'r«tili»us  but  thure  wa*  mauy  an 
iUNieet  hcorl,  too,  among  them ;  and  where  it  was, 
H  was  shewn  fearlessly.  The  French  might  cay 
what  th«y  ptmx«d,  unless  they  were  betrayed  by 
their  faUe  counUynten,  fur  fow  of  the  Engiitsh  un> 
derstood  them. 

A«  eooii  as  our  rejoicing  b«<came  a  littJe  calm,  1 
looked  again  towards  Jeauoe.  LaureiKe  (joilot, 
Uto  king's  iH<ct«taty,  was  urging  tier  to  sign.  '<  I  can 
neither  read  nor  writo,"  die  replied ;  but  at  his  sign 
Jaan  Klasaieu  placed  a  peu  in  her  hand.  The 
Bchedutc,  which  wa*  very  Hliort,  was  mm  read  to 
h«r  word  by  word,  and  she  was  dedred  to  rc[)cat  it 
aUcr  the  rinder.  She  did  so,  hut  sho  sniilBd  in 
doing   it,   half  contemptuously,  half  sadly ;    and, 
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when  this  WOK  finidted  and  it  was  placM  btrforv  licr, 
abe  tnu)ed,  as  ii'  iiily,  ii  circle  at  th«  bolUun. 

♦*V*ou  gem-ntlly  liigii  with  tUa  crow,"  (aid  Lau- 
nnoe  CaUot. 

"  Wlien  1  have  done  that  wldcb  I  thought  to  be 
worthy  of  that  rigii,"  elw  rcj^litd ;  *'  mine  one  told 
tne  that  tlie  worid  is  round.  Id  making  u  circle  we 
eoine  only  to  tli«  point  from  wbicli  we  set  uull" 

Hi'  seixed  her  haii'l,  which  was  »till  pla,>'ing  witli 
her  pen,  and  dashed  out  tlio  L-ircle,  and  th<.-n  guided 
it  in  the  form  of  a  croea.  She  smiled  again,  aad  let 
th<t  pen  droj).  '  '!..,<  I 

Pienv  Cauchoii  now  dipw  forth  another  pnprr, 
which  soon  proved  to  be  another  sentence.  "  Is 
tliat  prepared  too  ?"  njoculntud  Raymoiut.  1  per* 
oeived  his  inference,  and  felt  that,  be  that  what  it 
ntiglit,  the  wiles  of  her  enemies  could  nut  he  yet 
exhausted,  Bven  thi«  sigQ  of  okni«ticy  was  n-mnitcd, 
hoKiMTieri  t>y  aomo  of  her  mo«t  furioii*  mid  l)!^t'.«l 
atlvcraariea,  and  chowera  of  stones  were  tlirown  in 
the  place,  some  »gain*t  the  judges,  and  some  aa  the 
people  began  to  take  Kide^  by  one  party  at  the 
other,  and  some,  perhaps,  lor  very  idlMiccs. 

But  ■  comnMtion  of  tliia  kind  was  little  pteaaing 
tl)L^  Euglish  captains,  and  it  waa  soon  ended, 
and  such  of  it:i  authors  as  could  be  discerned  rudely 
nhaati*cd  on  the  spot.  The  sentmce  then  pio- 
ooodMl.  It  boosted,  as  is  usual,  of  great  elemeoey 
and  moderation,  »hewe<l  tlie  need  of  bo  dealing  for 
tint  Kitke  of  the  vulprit,  and  fonciudnl  by  condeimiiog 
bnr  "  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  to  eat  tlie  brtiad 
of  griuf,  and  driuk  U)u  water  of  anguish."     The 
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tnerewonlf,  at  any  time,  mukc  une'a  heart  nek,  tuid 
Uien  1  felt  a  shiver  aa  they  were  pronounced,  but  1 
turned  to  t\ic.  titouglit  uf  li«r  poenble  (letiverance. 
an<l  slic  ovulentljr  lii^teoed  to  tlifin  utimuvod. 

L'Oyseleur,  wbom  they  bad  giv«n  her  for  a  con- 
frasur,  now  a{>proaohed  with  aii  uir  of  coogratula* 
lion,  telling  Iwr  "  she  bad  wrought  a  good  work,  and 
Mved  both  body  aad  soul  i"  but  )>er  thoughts  were 
evidently  beut  on  auoUu!r  object  "  \^'tLiU>cr  am  1 
now  to  be  l«d  ?"  she  asked.  "  The  church  has  sffn- 
tenced  me ;  that  seotence  must  be  under  tlie  am> 
tn)l  and  in  tite  mfviy  of  tliv  church;  lo  ma  Ita 
priaoDfi  are  a  refuge." 

They  wer«  confused  at  her  demand,  and  she 
loodly  reiterated  it.  "  W\iy  do  you  pause  ?"  slie 
asked :  "  Churchmen,  I  claim  that  you  lead  me  to 
jour  prisons ;  you  cannot  leave  me  now  in  tlw 
hands  of  the  luiglisli !"  The  as8(M9or«,  wen  the 
viOA-iDquisitOT,  took  up  the  appeal,  and  tbe  people 
expected  tliat  it  must  bo  so  decidM. 

The  Carduial  spoke  not  a  word.  He  fixed  bis 
^e,  it  is  true,  upon  Pierre  Cauchon,  as  if  to  s«e 
whether  he  could  go  tlirough  witli  lii«  task.  Hii 
roused  himself  and  lie  did  so.  "  Lciul  Ikt  to  the  place 
from  which  you  brought  hor,"  he  said. 

*'  They  are  &lse  —  1  knew  it,  but  I  would  not 
believe  it,"  she  niurmurod.  "  Heaven  I  I  had 
belter  trusted  to  thy  truth  t" 

Tlw  escort  was  fonned,  an<]  she  was  led  from  the 
platform.  Tba  vice-inquisitor  arose  and  followed 
her  to  the  castle.  Cauchon  prepared  to  deport ; 
but  he  WW  Dot  penoitted  to  pass  quietly.     The 
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dtaeppoint4Kl  English  loadiKl  tiiin  with  taunts  and 
threats,  and  even  putupoo  him  personal  indigmtiM; 
ODd  the  French  }<jiii«Hl  in  the  hooting*,  though  not 
in  the  nore  active  nnnoj'uitcM.  The  Caidina)  and 
tlie  rest  mado  their  sol«mn  proccGsion  to  the  palace, 
and  we  were  siton  left  almoat  alone  in  the  Hquaie. 
l<  "  Our  Uioughts  will  not  serve  ux,"  aaid  Raymond 
at  last ;  "  oh  I  that  we  might  r»li<^'Ts  tlicir  weight 
by  same  deeds."  At  that  moment  a  secretary  ap- 
proavlied  and  whispered  him :  "  \t''arwick  has  sent 
to  Pierre  Cauchon,"  he  said,  "  their  meeting  is  for 
a  purpose,  wtiatever  it  be,  1  shall  know  of  it.  if 
my  diligvitci!  could  but  save  her !  hut,  alas !  I  can 
find  means  to  discover  all ;  so  untrue  are  they  to 
each  other,  yet  so  bound  by  fear,  that  what  gold 
tempt»  liii^in  to  betray  tome,  tiwy  pray  in*"  for tiieir 
souU  to  krep  secret.  I  know  all  tlicir  iniquity,  and 
for  want  of  proofi  cannot  crush  them  with  it}  but 
yonder  vlave  will  ensconce  liitniRlf  wliem  he  may 
learn  all  for  roe  ;  ay,  and  I  will  pay  him  ricidy, 
though  it  be  but  to  heap  tortnent  upon  torment 
on  my  heart,  and  wonder  bow  much  tiie  Iieavens 
can  endure." 
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It  would  be  idlt!  to  rociill  nil  tlie  rumoun  witicb 
irom  day  to  day,  from  hour  to  hour,  occupied  tbe 
talki>K  of  Uie  city,  and  fiUed  me  with  l^rerub  jn* 
dignation,  but  oiw  sigu  of  tiitar  fornix  iateQtiotit 
haunted  me  omiuouslj.  I  walked  every  nroming 
to  the  Old  Market,  aiid  tlit^re,  before  the  |ialac«, 
which  was  Uieii  not  quite  coDiplotcJ,  stood  ttie 
«take  clvvutvd  on  the  phitroMii  of  plaster,  as  it  liod 
been  leil  od  the  moroing  of  tiie  preaciiiog.  It 
w«s  jealously  watclied  by  the  guards  who  stood  iy 
one  of  the  entrances  of  the  palace,  and  the  people 
parsed  itaud  shuddered. 

Two  or  three  days  and  I  learned  in  part  from 
Raymond  de  Magy  what  many  evidonoes  have  ance 
added  to  and  coofimied.  the  conference  of  the  Eng- 
lish leaAt^T  unil  iiix  ecclevlostical  inftnunciit.  Wheu 
the  rightful  power  was  once  more  re'Cstablished  in 
Roueci,  there  were  iiiauy  who  had  been  trusted  who 
made  u  itnuige  imtrit  of  r(^|>oating  and  execrating 
what  they  liud  before  been  pri?y  to. 

Pierre  Cauchon  repaired  to  the  castle  {  ha  had 
to  endure,  in  |)assing  by  the  Eiiglii^h,  lliv  meanest 
of  whom  seemed  to  c<msider  himself  tba,bishop's 
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master,  a  reiwtitiun  of  the  tiiMUlts  he  liad  borne  in 
VCtiiuig  from  t)i«  judgmtnt-M-at. 

"I  can  acarcely  WMider  at  my  meo,"  replied 
Warwick  to  his  comgilaiiit,  "  untnaiinerl]'  as  t}ie  ril- 
laist  aro,  tlM>y  aro  Itontrtt  aad  true  to  tlic  cuuM  of 
their  king,  and  ttiey  are  ajit  to  pay  little  r^pect  to 
what  looks  UkA  foul  pUSf.  You  tluill  have  e^-ort 
back  again  if  you  aixd  \C 

"FouJ  play!"  ^-lioml  C^uchoo,   "but  you  do 

not  accuse  me  of  that  <" 

"  1  luteo  before  I  moke  up  my  mind  t','  replied 

^the  *arl,  "  1  spoktf  of  apjx'amncee." 

HP'  Cauchon's  anger  rose  incontnJIably.     *'  Appmr- 

^tneta  1     Vou  should  know  m«,"  ho  txeWined,  "  1 

havA  done  tnougt)  fur  the  EogtiEli  cause  to  Itunt 

Hbo  room  for  doubt ;  I  have  given  for  it  itwre  per> 

^^ap*  than  1  would  a^n,  a  xecond  Uin«  the  tajik 

might  not  be   i-nduruhle.     If  I   had  foreseen  all 

Em  the  first,  toil,  hativd  of  the  people,  the  need 
strength  of  mind  in  myself,  and  add  totliese  in< 
ititude,  it  would  scarcely  Ix-  my  alU-g[anc«  that 
could  hearten  me  lo  perform  It." 

"It  Wi>utd  need  what  you  have  tiow,"  replied 

Warwick  coldly,  "  Uw-  promi«>  of  tlio  archbiihopiic 

^BTKouen,  the  hope  of  joining  to  it  tlie  rich  ttsi  of 

^Kiteux,  and  the  salinfactiun  of  revnnge  for  having 

Hceen  deprivod  of  Bvuuvais." 

The  bithop's  passion  evidently  increased,  but  he 
notliing  to  ileny  or  to  reti>rt ;  Iiis  vyt-s  flashed,  and 
tips  quivfmt  and  his  taoth  ground,  but  lie  ^ae 
i^nl.    The  veteran  warrior  looked  at  him  much  as 
•j^S*  Would  at  a  {wtulaut  lajklog. 
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"She  is  ilflbrered  back  to  foot  prison  ber^" 
said  Cauchon  at  latit.  "  in  spitu  of  a  claim  such  as 
no  otiwr  juiJ^  would  liuve  dar«l  to  resuA  I" 

"  Id  punuauce  of  an  agn^iiwnt  to  that  exprees 
cStiCt,"  ob«ervMl  Waro-ick,  "  >l>e  it  bore,  and  Sm 
all  your  sorvii:e3  we  are  as  we  were.  Dared! 
whicli  of  your  judges  would  have  dare^l  to  ke^  ber 
from  the  ]x>wvr  of  the  king?" 

"  We  might  have  declared  the  right  at  leutr 
was  the  retttrt, 

*'  And  lost  tlifl  archbinhopric,"  was  the  rejoinder. 

"This  is  too  much!"  cried  Beaurais,  rising; 
"too  much  !  and  not  served  you,  do  you  ssy? 
Proud  vorl !  why  did  your  council  lend  her  to  u»F 
aod  why  did  it  oSer  thit  price? — for  nothing?" 

"  For  her  death,"  answered  U'wwick  calmly. 

"  For  something  more  than  titat,"  exclaimed 
Cauchon,  "  thai  wc  should  do  what  you  could  not 
do,  recall  men's  spirits  to  tltem.  dissipate  your  sol- 
diera'  fean,  prove  that  it  was  a  phantom  that 
ecarixl  them,  aud  fix  tlie  tuirible  btand  of  lierecy  oo 
your  successful  antagonist  I" 

"  Am)  you  have  well  done  thisr  observed  the 
imperturbable  Warwick. 

"  It  is  scarcely  yet  that  wit  cnn  know  what  we 
Uavo  acoompUslted,"  said  the  bishop,  "  but  I  know 
what  we  bare  liad  to  contend  with,  a  courage  and 
a  skill  which,  if  they  be  not  in&pired  in  cue  ebe  aa 
simple,  it  i.i  scarce  a  sliame  to  us  to  be  foiled  by  in 
the  judgmt-'ut-seat,  when  tl)»y  have  alrundy  beaten 
your  bravest  and  your  ablest  on  the  field." 
Warwick  only  auilcd.    "  It  was  for  that  that  we 
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B|>pliMl  to  you,  {or  raUwr  Buffered  you,  for  j-ou 
came  to  ut)  u  Gu«r  to  cope  witli  a  woman." 

"Who  lutt)  vanquished  you?"  mtoratwl  the 
bisliop.  "  To  wliBt  comes  all  your  boaat«d  powur, 
oven  in  ttie  battle  where  your  limb*  and  sineWB 
may  avail  you  tooet,  if  you  be  not  lioortenad  by 

^ opinion  and  belief,  which  we,  we  rule." 
"  Which  you  inuke,  forauglit  I  canj,"  answered 
Warwick. 
*'  A  word,  a  thought,  driw«  you  bock  in  tins 
vary  priOe  of  your  snicwa*,  and  you  come  to  us  for 
I  heart  to  ittunr  tlie  sluggish  muscles  of  your  soldi«rt. 
We  liave  done  what  we  con,  and  at  great  labour, 
ay,  ui)d  vast  peril,  p<!nl  which  it  n-<{uin-«  nior«! 
courage  to  inc«t,  meditating  it  clearly  by  the  mid- 
Dight  lamp,  Uiau  to  encounter  an  onset  of  lances  in 
hot  Mood.  Wluit  linve  I  not  done?  I  have  liul 
aitd  will  h-ad  the  minds  of  iiwn  in  dimpitu  of  th«ir 
daar  HDsee." 

**  Let  me  know  what  you  have  done,"  answered 
V\'arwi£k,  '*  and  my  report  to  the  Bogent  aud  the 
oouncLl  Diay  be  Kimewhat   more  Jarouniblu  tlian 
^^  feel  DOW  lUspoaod  to  ioditv  it." 
^f   "  What  have  I  done  ?     You  can  sni  Um  impadl. 
^ment  of  an  cmbattkd  wall !    kouw  you  what  it  U 
to  deal  with  the  thousand  humoun,  capiicee  of 
men  ?  to  watch  till  you  find  the  ace— ibU  pofnl, 
•jmI  if  there  be  Booe,  aa  aoOM  mdi  wotkdvte  are,  t<j 
brvn  and  orerbcnf  rcMtanoe  ?     b  it  ootUng  that 
I  have  {rut  myself  &n-ward  in  llits  i-aiw^  whKb  aaa> 
eemed  me  uol.     It  is  mora  than  donbC  wtaNftMralM 
taken  within  my  ijioceae,  but  pn»f  mm  sot 
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wnntfng  nt  need. 

Rouen,  I  gained  it  fmm  those  who  might  not  pe^ 

eonally  have  irscicitwd  it  In  your  fuvour."  ^^ 

"  You  knew  the  reward,  and  you  were  diUgeot 
to  earn  it,"  repliml  Warwick. 

"  Do  you  tliitik  DoUitng  but  ruward,  liiwi,  moved 
me  ?"  atkcd  CauL'tion  indiguantly. 

"  I  hare  said  revenge,"  answered  Warwick 
drfly. 

"  Wm  a  nothing  that  I  gainMl  and  in«tigst«d 
the  University  of  Paris,  so  directing  their  zeal  tiiat 
they  Bpptiod  to  me?"  naked  the  bishop. 

"  Wf.  )ii>lppd  you  a  little  Ihen-^  too,  and  at  some 
cxpcnsi','*  replietl  Warwick,  "an  expense  little 
4nniv{>nient  to  our  poiuiiiefs  treaaury,"  ^ 

"'  **  And  the  ftsiWMow  r  vxclaimL-d  Cauchos,  "m^ 
of  learning  and  of  note,  whom  no  Mte  but  myself 
could  liave  assembled  and  oontioI)ed.  in  audi  a 
labour."  1. 

'*  We  pay  them,  too !"  was  Warwick's  observa* 
tion  J  "  havw  bought  them  according  to  yourdirec- 
tibn.  I  confess  you  made  the  bargain  for  ue,  u  dear 
ooe  it  seeni-i  to  me,  by  what  they  have  done." 

**  And  Uic  viw!-in<jui)iitor !"  said  Cauchon. 

**  We  have  given  him  money  too,  wtiich  he  is 
too  proud  to  acknowledge  as  a  purchase,  so  that  we 
bribe  for  notliing  there !" 

•'  One  would  beJieve,  Uien,  tliat  she  stands  now 
in  no  peril,  that  nhe  is  tree,  that  this  [Kocess  ha^ 
bcvn  of  no  avail  1"  said  Cauchoti,  walking  up  und 
down  the  chamber. 
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Make  it  of  avail,  and  I  am  answered,"  said  tlie 
'earl.  ,, 

"  She  is  n  Ixiivtic  condomucd,  wUo,  if  she  make 
oae  rcUp»!,  dim." 
^K   '•  Witliout  further  process  ?"  i 

HB    "  With  a  vary  short  om^ )  a  day  will  serve." 
r  "Humph!"   was  all  Wajwick's  speech  in  re- 

ply- 

*'  This  is  done  for  7011  so  tliat  you  may  gain 
safety,  not  only  witJiout  dishonouri  but  by  ber  fate 

^^rand  your  ndv^irsar}-  with  indelible  infamy !"        > 

^^    Warwick  smilml,  and  tlnii  siglied. 

F  ♦•  Is  it  not  so  •"  asked  Cauchon. 

I       '"W  i*|jQ  ()ig|)en.<«r8  of  honour  and  infamy  are  not 

I       hirelings"  naid  Warrick,  proudly  l>ut  luouriifully. 
"  1  know  what  we  do,  1  am  not  coward  i-noii^h  to 

I  hide  it  from  mywilf.  I  give  to  the  young  lung's 
cause  more  than  ever  subject  laid  at  liis  monarch's 
feet — ^tlte  gloiy  of  a  not  ignoble  life.  I  know  by 
what  I  have  myvelf  faid,  where  will  be  ll)e  liooour, 
and  where  t)io  infamy.  \\'hy  tJiat  poor  girl  —  but 
Bucb  things  sMd  nut  be  spoken  of  )>ctwo«n  us !— I 
1      haire  made  the  sacriSco  for  England  \  —  enough  !" 

^H     He  in  liU  turn  walked  a  few  paces,  then  resumed 

^'his  seat  oppunto  to  Cauchon,  aud  with  a  placid, 
stem.  Etony  face,  awaited  hi*  furtlwr  speech. 

"  I  have  stood  akMie  for  you  amid  oppoiwrnts  and 
false  frietMls,'*  said  Cauchon,  who«i<  hurt  spirit  bad 
brooded  over  Warwick's  sneent,  without  dwellii^ 
po  any  otlivT  partd  of  his  diwx>ur«e.  "  Nioolas  (W 
Houppeville,  Jean  l/ohier,  even  my  own  Erienl 
Jmd  de  la  Pootajne  :  and  now  at  last  Jean  de  Cas- 
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tiUion,  WW  wboae  mmil  seemiMl  ks  my  ovnl,  has 
exclaimed  agunst  the  -procesa,  and  dared  us  to 
fcHiud  judgment  o»  it,  bmved  in«,  as  otheit  haw, 
before  the  aseeesors,  aiwl  will,  yw,  will  declare  be- 
fore the  world  what  be  has  not  Eraied  to  say 
tome." 

"  So  mucli  for  lioDoor  and  infamy,"  said  Wax- 
wick. 

■'  You  wish  tliem  uaod  for  a  purpose,"  said  Cau- 
clion,  out  of  iitttieace,  "  that  purpose  will  be 
Kitrved.  Your  English  >^diors  will  bolti^vc  be«BU9e 
tliey  fear  and  hate  h«r.  Have  1  not  done  well  by 
Isotnbard  do  la  Pierre,  first  sending  him  on  9 
fruitless  errand  to  the  Bisliop  of  Avnutchea,  and 
then  baolking  his  pridv  in  the  answer  he  succeeded 
in  procuring  for  the  maiden  by  preventing  its  in- 
asilion  in  the  process.  Hail  iw  bona  present  at 
8t.  Ouen,  had  I  not  found  other  employ  for  him 
such  as  be  could  not  refuw,  eron  for  Iier  «ake,  wtt 
should  have  had  no  ea*y  work  to  gain  ti«r  abjura> 

tiOD." 

"And  what  ia  it  now  worth?'"  asked  Warwick. 

'*  That  ahjumtion  !"  rcplit-d  Cauvhon  scornfully, 
"  nothing !  but  think  you  that  is  th«  on»  that 
I  will  use  ?  She,  who  can  twithcr  read  nor  write, 
Olid  who  will  be  tiir  enough  from  the  detectioo  of 
all  differences  I  —  think  you  that  her  Hbjuration 
should  fail  to  contwii  whatever  we  plva^e  to  inaert 
io  it?  All !  yuu  Imro  indeed  thought  little  of  my 
lobouTS  and  de\ioea,  for  you  have  not  eren  deigned 
toobsurve  them  '.  When  I  four>d  the  examrnaticms 
at  Pomremy  in  iier  favour,  what  did  1  ?  Nuppro«eed 
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titeva  as  to  all  othrn,  but  tutcd  them  mjn^  for 
questiotuDg.  TItpn  1  placed  near  li«r  an  unscro> 
pukHis  priest,  who,  tliougti  the  dpfil  stood  before 
bin),  would  go  through  with  wltal  lu!  has  under- 
taken, and  earn  hi<  raward.  Nk-olas  L^Oyeel«wr, 
her  couitael,  her  confeBsor,  till  this  Martin  li'Ad- 
TCOU  was  interpcwMi  to  »linrfi  hi*  officii,  ko  that  he 
ts  forced  to  use  caution,  and  from  herself  by  him  I 
drew  out  the  very  thoughts  of  ber  tieart.  It  is 
BMcb  if  Ruch  an  iittjuuudon  jirom  not  of  avail,  jet 
•rcn  then  hor  true  self  gave  us  littlu  rhuncv  of  con- 
demning her,  evea  when  half-guidcl  by  tny  own 
ervaltiro. 

*'  Did  I  shrink  fn>in  tlio  socnting  impOMihility  ? 
"So.  If  in  hBraelf  were  no  moans  for  your  pur- 
pose, tboy  were  U>  b<f  mails.  I  imidi*  tlicm.  The 
extniinations  were  too  public,  1  removed  them  to 
bar  chamber,  in  »iAta  of  remoratianre,  in  spite  of 
law,  I  found  even  llw-n*  w*  bod  to«.i  many  witnefses 
among  our  own  assessors.  I  excuecd  some,  and 
kept  only  those  wlio  would  not,  as  I  thought,  betray 
me.  I  gained  fn-sh  powcrt  for  the  vine- inquisitor 
to  act  here,  and  having  now  that  name  to  share 
in  the  mpunsibility  of  judgment,  I  reduced  ottr  aa- 
uitBtitB  to  two,  a  saftt  number  it  should  w>ein, 
tboug;ii  even  that  bas  proved  too  many.  It  was 
needful  to  gain  thu  opinions  of  the  univernty,  of 
bisbopA,  of  learned  men  at  a  distance ;  did  I  send 
them  tlie  pruofn  tu  judge  of?  I  had  tbem  reduced 
to  articles,  whicii  I  knew  they  mu»t  oondemn,  re- 
fused or  neglected  all  corroction,  even  as  to  Iter 
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appeal  and  submission,  the  vet;  p(»nt  to  save  or 
nlJay  her. 

"  Thflt  the   »£sesa»T%  might   not   compare  the 
charges  with  the  proofs,  1  changml  their  offices* 
•hewed  the  need  of  now  coDsultiog  them  upon  the 
utides.  es  otber  Learned  m^i,  tojiitig  upon  myaelf 
the  responsilHlity  of  drawing  Uio«e  articW  from  tbo 
proofs.      I  »nt  to  Dm  University  for  its  suSnge  tha- 
very  mon  wlioin  Uiey  had  ai>nt  to  me  to  a»s)>t  in 
suuig  hiT,  end  I  have  tlvi-ir  letters  in  reply,  ur; 
nae  to  severity  and  quick  justice.     I  have  even  with- 
beld,  in  xfAte  of  all  my  fellows,  tliese  article*  from 
herself,  so  ttiat  ithe  cannot  tux  tliem,  and  thus  have 
I   gained  conviction  of  heretiy  where  every  step 
would  have  l>ecD  failure  to  one  lets  duU^rminei 
less  friendly  to  tlte  English  cause. 

'■  And  wiUi  whom  have  1  contested  ?  wi 
nnii>le  girl  ?  « itli  one  wIiom  memory  never  once 
&il«<l  bcr,  who,  even  tn  Hw  letters  which  she  had 
sent,  could  detect  interpolation  on  the  reading,  with 
oni-  who  affected  no  extraordinary  privilege  on 
account  of  her  misaon,  but  fasted,  uod  did  the  or- 
dinary duties  of  a  Christian  as  K^Iarly  as  abe 
night,  with  one  prtidenl  amid  all  her  simplicity^ 
calm  and  firm  arotd  uU  iier  danger,  whixe  natural 
good  sense  serves  her  for  learning,  that  men  wonder 
at  her  replies  and  call  tliem  impirad.  Even  our 
own  Bervaat«,  Jean  Maesieu,  as  you  have  known, 
lox'e  her  and  sjteak  well  of  her  ;  hlamv  such  as  we 
tiave  spread  acts  only  among  our  own  partisans, 
an)  at  a  distance  {  and  there,  our  preacljen  have 
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spanxl  lier  I  Ooe  with  tlie  right  aiul  courage  to 

laintuiii  it,  by  my  soul's  «ih'ikti(Mi ! " 

1'he  bisho]!  had  warmed  to  no  usual  pitch  uf 
knuIfH'Mit,  btit  he  vrnii  intorru|>t«<l  byn  Inu'tiT  lauf^, 
a  laafrli  of  frightful  ilmsion,  WwmHck  had  itatc 
aBtontshed.  Iialf  curious,  half  terrified,  at  ttw  cata- 
lagtu>  of  ItU  i70o<)juti>r'»  wrvicwi  j  h*  hud  lirtetwd 
Munostly,  ftitiJ  till  now  had  been  sitent,  but  now  his 
laugh  echoed  round  the  room,  though  his  face  had 
no  mirth  U>  UmV  uffin. 

*'  Vour  eoul'E  salvation  !"  he  echoed  nt  last  with 
a  IcrkI  voiw,  "  but  I  forgot  [  you  ewear  by  your 
timdi- 1  You  cannot  bi')ii^*«  in  h«avi«n  or  liell,  or 
any  world  to  oome  whore  you  might  mwt  tliis  girl ; 
I  jpou  muxt  liave  iitudi«d  til)  you  haw  uon  and  aic 
quitv  curi-  tlnit  nil  tliece  are  fabira  !" 

**  You  sj>eak   most  dangerous  tier«ay,  my  lord 
Warwick,"  r^kcl  tli<>  bidiop. 
^B-  "Ay,  but  we  arei  uIoDC,wh«ro  the  mntk  may  hi 
^Hloppcc) ;  you  cannot  axpect  to  be  called  to  aiww«r 
^■tt- tbisdi-ed." 

^V  "  Ther«  ie  power  in  the  church  to  abmlve,  when 

^Brlmt  in  duno  1*  don«  for  good  vauso,  my  lord,"  r«- 

plied  tl>e  bishop,  unalMuhod  ;  "  why  may  not  roy 

loyalty  nave  me  hM«after,  bh  your'e  cxcumw  you  to 

yourwlf  iww?" 

Warwick  was  filnnt,  not  that  In"  wccused  the 
biahop,  but  that  he  saw  himself:  "  And  now  what 
I      in  to  be  ilon«  ?"  Im^  a>ked. 

"  She  is  in  your  prison,  inloU'rahln  enough  to 
I      her  a«  you  havi;  made  it,"  replied  Pii*n*  C'nuchoii ; 
"  her  dress  is  left  in  it ;  there  are  persecution  and 
TOL.  in.  » 
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the  mcanti  totwrape  from  it  by  death.  Sh«  is  brave ; 
ftad  besidi>«^  she  will  not  rest  under  Mw  diKgi-Biw  of 
any  abjuration ;  her  imaginatioii  wlil  come  back  to 
her  »*  l)cr  (Kftn  Hubside,  and  she  will  not  again 
denj  what  ehe  still  in  her  hc'urt  bolieves." 

"  And  if  kKa  asaunw  that  drms  again  1"  asltad 
Warwick. 

"  One  day  will  suffice  to  end  all,"  replied  tiio 
bishop.  Warwick  paused  awhile,  and  then  merely 
•aid,  "  Goo<i-day  !"     Cnuchoii  qtiitltil  bini, 

"  le  my  mind  like  that  man's?"  he  ssid,  uncon' 

eciously  aloud,  "  no,  no  !  and  yet the  council 

have  detrrminod,  thn  meoiiure  is  de<'ided.—  all  this 
must  bo  ondeti."  H«  wipH  tin*  p"'r«pinition  from 
his  brow,  and  pas».-<l  bis  officers  to  his  own  cham- 
ber, wondering  whether  they  had  market)  liin  words. 
But  no  face  butraynd  Ui«ttli«  dangerous  secret  wa* 
known. 

Every  day  from  the  Thursday,  the  24lh  of  May. 
when  .(eanne  had  signed  the  schedule  at  St.  Ouen 
toth<!  Monday,  1  made  constant  and  vain  inquiries 
for  the  return  of  Ivamhan)  <la  hi  I^erre.  It  was 
«me  cheer  on  that  day  t«  hear  that  he  had  rettimed, 
tliougli  occupations  of  which  I  did  not  doubt  the 
purpose,  prevcnt«ti  my  yet  seeing  him. 

Besides  the  tlicn  imperfect  report  which  I  had 
received  of  Warwick's  conference  with  the  Bistiop 
of  Beauvain,  every  day  brought  some  fresh  outrage 
of  the  English  upon  those  who  were  sus])ect«d  of 
favfwring  .Jeanne.  Pierre  Mimce,  wiio  liatl  visited 
her  in  hiT  prison,  and  counselled  Iter  to  adhere  to 
the  nibmission  she  bad  made,  and  to  continue  tu 
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wear  the  garb  of  her  own  sex,  which  site  had  put 
OQ,  hwtllj  escaped  with  lif«  from  th«  blown  of  the 
enraged  soldiery.  Such  as  afterwards  uppoarnl  to 
desire  aoce*s  to  ber,  for  tliie  )*ur]io»o  of  giving  her 
spiritual  counsel,  Pierre  Cauchon  not  only  fiinii^hed 
with  hia  warrant  for  adniission,  but  even  charged 
them  with  iiw  ernitid  of  mercy  as  on  hia  own  part ; 
but  when  they  BnivcKl,  lie  who  tiad  Uiekeys  of  Iwr 
prison  was  abaent,  and  threats,  curws  and  blows, 
prevftitcd  th«ir  awaiting  his  return. 

Even  EucI)  rui  had  been  mmtnonixl  by  the  bishop 
himsiiflf  to  iDot't  him  on  the  Sunday  at  the  castle 
for  no  friendly  purpose  were  acarcely  pemiiUeii  to 
stay  his  arrival ;  surroundwl,  hootwl,  in«ulteil  by 
a  body  of  a  hundred  English,  nothing  hut  an  abso- 
]\xtv  nibinifsioii  to  repraaduw  of  fnlw^ood  and 
treason  saved  them  from  Uie  fate  of  their  pred«eSf 
aunt.     Vet  these  came  to  witnees  against  her. 

They  went  with  the  Bi&hop  and  the  Earl  to  her 
priiion.  NoUiing  llien  tran3|)ir«d  but  the  induccnt 
joy  of  Pierre  Cuu<:]i<tn  U)  Warwick  a«  they  parted, 
••  Farewell !  farewell  I  wo  have  her  now  •*  and  Ui» 
circumstance  that  she  had  reassumed  lier  funner 
dress. 

All  the  Tuesday  1  waited  for  Iiamhard  in  Vain, 
jutt  late  at  night,  when  I  had  retired  in  despair  to 

I  my  poor  inn,  be  conie  to  roe.  Hii  fac«  was  deadly 
pale,  hi»  limba  seemed  tottering  wiUi  fatigue,  and 
he  appeared  a>  if  kept  from  sinking  only  by  the 
irritation  of  (ever. 

"  All   is  over!"  he  said:    •*  tlie  iniulu  of  ber 

^cuurdi',  fiome  say  their  actiudly  depriving  lier  of 
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all  other  liavt*  compelled  her  to  rwsunie  Imr  inaii*! 
apparel.  Pierre  (Jauchon,  it  is  sicrili-gi.'!  to  call 
him  n  luriiop,  ha»  ngiun  int<>rrogated  her  as  to  her 
Voices,  and  tho  points  which  «ht!  had  abjiiivd,  and 
the  very  truth  wiiich  she  lias  replied  iia«  lost  her. 
Haii  Kho  spoken  uf  thnxc  matters  still  as  awaiting 
the  decinon  of  a  higlier  and  mom  ju>t  tribuiiid  — 
but  why  do  I  say  that?  —  none  but  tliemeelm 
would  oiwr  have  knnwii  it,  and  perhaps  her  own  H 
word?,  terrible  as  they  are  true.  '  i  would  mtlior  " 
meet  all  my  sufferings  at  once  than  bear  any  longer 
what  I  have  pndure<i  in  prison,'  " 

"  is  she  so  desperate  as  to  seek  death }"  I  oskoi 
with  a  shudder. 

'*  Nut  iw,"  waa  tho  n'ply;  "  I  think  »he  is  willing, 
most  willing  to  welcome  it,  but  it  is  not  mere  im- 
patience that  would  make  her  cast  away  her  life : 
I  will  remember,  us  well  as  I  may,  what  ^he  hm 
replied  to  them.  It  ti*  true  that  she  told  thtm 
that  if  they  would  place  her  in  siUoty  in  their  own 
prisons,  release  her  from  her  chains,  and  let  her 
enjoy  the  rite*  of  religion,  a*  llf-y  hiid  promiMd, 
that  she  would  obey  them  as  to  her  dre«8,  but  she 
made  no  compromise  on  what  »hi?  liold«  for  trutli. 
Nol  to  the  last  she  afhrms  it  without  condition, 
assorts  it  against  all  consequence.  She  even  toM 
them  in  her  tone  of  unabattvl  enerfjy  what  her 
Voices  have  declared  to  her  since  tlrat  day  at  St. 
Ouen. 

*' '  I  know  well  what  I  should  do  ;  llwy  had  fore- 
wnrni.*d  me  of  my  weakness,*  she  raid;  '  it  was 
they  who  iitrvngthened  me  to  reply  to  Uiat  faJw 
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eher  wlto  t«D(«]  both  me  and  my  king  with 
what  is  untme ;  aiid  since  they  have  told  mo 
hourly  of  uiy  fault  in  Eigning  wiy  attjurntion,  I 
•puak  in  pi-iiiu^nce  to  them,  and  avow  Uiat  all  1 
then  and  unce  have  oaid  an<l  dune  vna  only  gained 
froin  me  by  Uw  fear  of  tho  fixe.  *  Vou  hav«  abjurwl 
those  tulne  visjons,'  »aid  the  biEhop  to  her.  '  Never 
in  ray  li«?srt  I"  she  answered  boldly ;  '  never  by 
Kpoken  or  wriUeii  word  Umt  [  iiiU>tidod.  [f  tlie 
abjuratirin  contains  Uiat,  it  is  falfc^  and  I  renounce 
it.  I  might  liav«!  fisired.  I  might  have  been  ooo- 
(used,  apjialU-d ;  I  liuvo  thought  and  prayed  since, 
atMl  now  it  ia  clear  to  mv  wliut  I  ou^lit  tu  have 
clonu.  All  tliat  I  have  said  in  Uie  procuss  is  true» 
all  that  1  have  yicldiHl  has  been  tJirough  fear  of 
death  :  for  these,  my  Vuice^,  which  have  bm>n  my 
etrt'ngth  ui^d  ramf»rt,  all  1  pmy  it  that  they  may 
not  luave  m«  ht-ri'i  but  stay  witlt  me  while  1  liv<^ 
•peak  to  mo  a£  I  die.' 

iT^'Thisisrelapee.  Beauvaiitknow*  il;  luLKalready 

Jy  act«d  ujxH)  it:    I  knew  it  must  coate;  1  liave 

.toiUd  indi-4^  fruitl««aly  ;  I  have  btteu  Knt  —  1  fitul 

,  now  —  as  a  child  on  idle  enuido,  to  coDtult  good 

)eiu  and  bring  th«ir  opinions  back  merely  to  be 

ated  witit  conUmipt.    And  now  1  tiave  been  in 

hope  to  move  tlti-  Chief  Imiuioitur  himaelf ;  lie 

^rs  nie  to  the  deputy,  sold  to  the  l^nglisb  here, 

ov  hwikI  by  them  at  least  I" 

"  And  when,  wlii^  t-^'  1  asked.      It  was  aU  tfa»t 
loould  gospouU 
^k  He  took  me  by  tlie  liond.  "  Uy  son  !  when  pais 
^biwt  bo  eodurvd,  and  endured  tlut  joy,  grvat  joy 
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may  coni<i  of  it,  wlio  would  wUh  for  dpiay? 
fwls  tliat  assurance,  to  have  wliich  who  would  not 
die  now  in  any  tonn«iits  Uie  akill  of  malice  ooi^d 
prupntre?  Will  you  be  firm?"  lio  continued;  "by 
this  time  to-morrow  she  will  be  happy  !" 

1  xaiik  on  th«  ground,  but  1  tJied  tetrn.  I  wept 
long,  therefore  my  heart  did  not  burst.  Isambarii 
Rtnyed  by  m«  nil  night,  in  tho  tnoniing  I  WiiM  inore 
eonipos^,  and  be  hatl  gained  a  sWp  of  an  hour  or 
two. 

Ho  went  from  mc  to  tlie  otuttl«.  "She  know* 
not  yet,"  he  said,  "  that  she  must  die  to-day,  that 
is  lliu  only  mercy  they  have  »liown  her." 

Kuuvcn  forbid  that  t)io«e  who  r«ad  may  ever 
f«'l  tho  inexplicable  power  wbich  liorrurs  Irave 
to  draw  tlwir  victiniK  to  tlicm  for  mfii-ring !  I 
t)id  iiot  pretend  to  witncs  her  death,  but  I  lioped 
to  catch  one  glanc«  of  her  as  she  paned.  ll«>f'm<!il 
cniel  in  mv  that  I  »hi>uld  not — but  who  can  reason 
upon  such  pangs?  They  at9  the  lasties  of  fint 
titet  drive  us  we  know  not  whiUier,  drirn  u«  on, 
Uid  meet  us  and  strike  again  ut  every  step,  I 
went  to  t)ie  castle. 

Isumbard  was  not  admitU-Hl  to  Itor,  for  not  tiU 
eight  was  she  to  be  apprized  of  her  fate.  At  eight 
Martin  l/A<Ivenu,  her  confessor  am)  true  friend, 
th«>  companion  of  Isamberd  do  la  Pierre,  the  mp' 
paritor  Jean  Massieu,  and  another  friar,  w«it  tn 
her  coll.  Half  an  hour  pa»»Kd.  A  guard  went  to 
and  fro  in  haste,  as  with  a  message  to  the  apart- 
nwnt  wliere  wfi  were  told  tlie  Bbhop  of  Bctunkia 
wasutting. 
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Presently  Jean  Ma3si«u  came  to  us.  *'  Th«re 
is  oonsolaliun  ev«n  in  thin  huur,"  mid  Immbanl,  to 
whom  lie  lui<l»pokMi.  "  Never  fear,  speak  it  aluiKi, 
man  !  Her  eoeraics,  who  declare  her  fit  to  die  as 
a  lieretic,  yet  caunut  tvAini  hor  tli*;  liutt  coiiftola- 
tioDs  of  till!  Tcligioti  of  which  tlivy  say  slti*  ix  an 
eoeiDy.  It  is  a  triumph  I  a  triumph  over  their 
liL-urt^  over  tJi«ir  aleelctl  coiiwiencea.  Uwl  haft 
smitten  iliv  ivck,  and  tlii;)'  tremble  if  they  do  not 
veep  I  Ah,  let  it  bt>  the  lost  act  of  my  life  !  I  will 
bring  hither  the  sacrament  openly  with  honours 
and  with  reverence,  U-t  tJtem  kill  m«  before  it  if 
tbey  will,  it  will  be  glorious  to  slmr«  hor  tnartyr- 
dom." 

He  went,  and  presently  returned  with  a  process 
sion  from  the  conrent,  singing  litanies,  and  bearing 
tlie  eacmment  with  Uigierd,  surrounding  it  wt  if  in 
dcfiwtce  of  llie  powers  t>f  evil,  I  waited  uloue. 
Pr«»ently  I  saw  Pierre  Cauuliun  pass  to  her  ceU. 
May  Ueaven  spare  him  tbs  curses  my  heart  ]ieapi>d 
on  him ! 

Swon  after  laambard  came  back  to  aw.  "  You 
ill  ses  )H>r  i«oou,"  he  said,  "  stu;  lius  left  her  dying 
nproai-li  upou  Imr  arch  enemy,  yet  more  terrible 
because  so  mild.  '  Alas '  if  you  had  but  kopt  your 
pruiniae,  and  placed  me  in  tlie  prisons  of  the 
church,  tliis  would  not  Itave  happeiwd,  therefore 
I  cite  you  txtfort  tlw  gmt  judgment  lo  answer 
vhatyou  have  done  to  OMf  1'" 

Pierre  Alorice,  one  wlto  had  already  suffiired  in 
hot  cause,  came  up  to  us.  '*  She  is  tranquil  now  T 
Iwnaid  tu  Isambard,  •*  sbr  rucogmied  me  kitully. 
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and  Bfik«d  me  '  where  site  shocld  be  this  day.'' 
ashed  Ix^r  if  Kbe  hud  notguod  Iwpe?  'Vm,'  she 
replied,  *  Us^Juy  by  God'e  help  1  shall  win  my 
«tM-Ral  peace,' " 

'  Ttie  gate  opened  nhenc*!  sha  should  come,  but  1 
raag)itnugliinp«eoftMir;  Isto^eivclMudMlbyUw 
wail.  Wlwa  I  recov-ered  my  senees  I  ibuiul  royaelf 
in  a  snMill  inn  hard  bv  where  I  aftarwards  liewrd 
Ui&t  I  liad  buen  placi'd  by  Jeiun  Muivuu,  ukI  where 
oni-  poor  old  woman,  the  only  person  left  in  ihe 
hotut^,  touk  wiite  interest  in  my  sorruws.  Uut  ail 
tJw  rvat  of  that  day  present*  nothing  to  mc  but  the 
confusion  of  delirium,  some  words  remainto^  nuw 
as  clearly  iu  my  memory  as  when  I  heard  Uieoi, 
but  witliuut  couiiection  of  plactMM- tJme.i  m-^n  ■ 

Sometimes  I  wo*  wandering  far  in  the  fieJds, 
tomvtunes  io  the  streets.  Once  again  1  caught  a 
sight  of  the  t>emiit*M  foce  as  twfore  St.  Ouen,  but  1 
hurried  from  it  myself  as  from  thf  presence  of  an 
M'il  inUi.  At  length  I  wae  met  every  where  by  the 
diapereing  crowd,  I  stopped  my  ean  uguinet  their 
speech,  and  rushed  breathless  to  my  abcKle  near 
the  old  miirket-pkce,  and  tltere  hid  myself  and 
wept. 

But  my  privacy  was  little  respected  in  such  a 
place,  and  after  a  ttmc  1  returned  tu  the  cotnmoD 
room.  As  ]  entered  it  I  raw  Uie  very  Eogiidimati 
wlicm  I  witll  reinenibere<l  at  St.  Ouen  as  hanag 
just  escaped  from  the  wruth  of  Raymond,  ftv 
thrtatening  to  cast  a  fagot  od  her  death-pile.  I 
had  DO  xtreiit^h  then  to  resent,  and  if  I  had,  ius 
fac«  would  huvu  diBuniMxl  me.    Hu  was  wldtu  and 
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tremUing  with  the  tenor  whidi  a  brave  and  ctnog 
nac  feels,  inteose  in  propottioo  to  the  Tigonrit 
orercomes. 

"Give  me  to  drisk,"  he  cried  in  his  brakes 
French,  "  wine,  a  large  jack  of  it,  I  'm  de^ietately 
athint  1"  and  when  he  had  diained  it  almost  at  a 
BB^  dianght,  be  sate  etill  for  a  momeut  and 
vmled  gfaaeliily.  "  IlieT  laughed,  tb«  fodt '.  did 
tfaey  r  be  nid  to  bimselfl  '■  ShaU  1  ever  Isugb 
again  ?  My  God  !  1  inigfat  have  thuujrht  of  aty 
own  etnld  in  old  Ecerland  1  U'bal  if  tide  bad  u«Be 
to  her?"  He  wiped  his  wet  brow,  made  an  eSvt 
to  walk  op  asd  down  tiie  anaJJ  mom,  and  t^ni 
rested  or  faa]f  sank  upcn  the  bench. 

^  Brandy  i"  be  cried,  "  and  ntuugli  irf^  it,  do  soa 
hear  ?  I'm  as  nek  a*  a  dug,  sad  a  man  Fhuuld  iTt 
be  qoahm^  and  faint  like  a  wuman.  firandr !" 
be  tbondeted  uut,  and  ac  it  wae  brou^it.  }wand 
lanwelf  fruro  the  flafik  int<j  the  ja'jk  viiicL  tad 
held  hie  wine  and  drank,  thtai  lur  «  tiuHr  uatt  lotf 
it^iefied,  and  Gimiing  wiidir. 

**  How  Ebe  called  tttat  wurd  '  Je«iu  V  "  u»-  eo^ 
turned,  muUeriup  to  liiuiM^i£  "  HittveL  fu^^ve 
soldi  SE  me  fur  uamiu;^  it  !  ^.'j^  'St-ttifx,  aui.  it  wac 
wfittec  in  tite  fiamet  1  loauv  mtw  ii  u  wet  i»  JL 
and  1  witti-ued  fur  ina  myarP.,  i  utib^  w;^  naei. 
pnintad  like  a  dcn-if.  and  U^by**:  ^  Ahl  J  mue 
tfanAwb^berexerubusiw.wiiitu'riuaitiia':  dtLiae 
ta^  an  honewt  nu«Li,  Vf.'  -  I'jr  i(«  ri>Q  ai.  ut  'juu 
to  riwrten  iMsr  tortufi: '.  ue  latyt  m-  aiitJ.  u-vis  vt 
tm^fMoi.  tbvugi^  it  wvt  iu«  -jfrA 

"  fifae  WW  ficav^,  Wu.  w  w«ll  at  g\MM:.  meaoa,' 
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he  Rud,  turning  tome,  and  not  hepditlg  the  b«4pl«! 
nuBery  in  whicili  I  llttnti^),  '*  ■lio  sent  fur  the  cru- 
cifix froin  the  iM-xt  cbuirh,  for  one  l)iat  •  msn 
amUo  of  two  eticke,  perhaps,  vras  not  so  holy,  it 
was  one  of  m;  comnulca  th»t  inaile  it,  though  now 
1  glory  in  him  for  doing  it,  uk)  a  friar  hfld  it  up 
hffbre  lier  to  the  la^t,  and  another  good  man  stood 
bf  her  anil  vxliortoil  Uir,  and  thv  thought  nothing 
of  Iter  own  pain,  but  wamed  him  back  from  th* 
fire  that  was  catching  to  him.  No  wonder  that  she 
woo  battle*,  not  many  Kohlierv  cauUi  tin  that )  And 
■h«  stood  by  her  king  I  be  isn't  mino,  but  every 
unfl  tlmuM  fight  by  hie  own  colours  to  the  death ; 
she  took  all  uyion  tierwlf,  aiid  praiwd  him  to  tlie 
last,  that  'a  courage,  too.  when  pi!<uplft  would  m««t 
of  tltcm  flatter  and  cringe  for  a  moment's  rospite. 
And  1  would  not  be  that  Hilltop  of  Beauvais  for  all 
tltat  any  king  roiild  givo  me,  for  she  told  him  that 
she  died  by  him,  and  that  ehe  frared  that  eren 
imoy  moTR  titan  he.  would  suffer  for  her  deatli ! 
That  *hook  roc,  that  and  the  weeping  of  evvry 
body,  even  our  cardinal,  who  is  not  girvn  to  too 
much  compawioa !" 

It  was  night,  tliv  cl(>Ar  bright  rosy  moonitght  of 
the  last  night  of  Mavi  and  I  was  in  the  old  market- 
place. Some  men  were  hurrying,  under  the  goi- 
dance  of  an  Engliob  guard,  from  the  plaster 
pifetfonn  which  yet  stood  then*,  down  to  llic  rirer. 
Thoir  step  was  the  only  sound.  But  one  ebe  earn 
myself  vat  there  to  witness  what  they  did.  By 
lite  scorcltetl  stake  awaiting  my  approach,  was  the 
hwmit  of  Drcux, 
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"Come  Uitber !"  >ie  said  to  nie,  "tliU  lire  is 
full  uf  horron,  but  in  it  i>  there  noUiing  *o  horribit 
aa  our  own  imaginatioQ.  Lcxik !  there  she  died, 
and  yonder  tlie  men  hear  her  atihes  to  cut  litem 
into  the  S<!tn«,  that  no  relic  of  h«r  may  remuin  Sim 
mon\  vcueratioD.  Thev  do  well  I  Hhe  h  not  the 
poor  cinden  they  carry !  Look  on  all  1  tiunk  of 
all,  pray,  aiid  be  adin  !" 

"  Pruy  1"  I  piEvluimvtl,  "for  wliut  but  vtvrniU 
ttmuents  oil  tliosu  who  have  murdered  Iter !" 

"Think  you  Kh«  rwr  did  (way  to?*'  taid  the 
hermit,  "  lliink  you  fIic  pniyg  eo  now  ?  To  honour 
her,  strivQ  to  da  at  least  as  she  would  have  done  on 
earth  !  Hit  lUalh  has  l»wjn  worthy  of  her  life,  aod 
hu  won  uH  tlmt  she  sought  to  gain  by  living.  Do 
you  sorrow  for  the  martyr  in  glory  ?  1  have  iteen 
you  err  ttiia  oftttii  in  Rouen,  and  uvoidihl  you.  I 
knew  that  she  hud  much  (o  endure,  1  koew  that 
my  words  had  some  part  in  the  career  which 
tirouglit  her  to  thi«  tiulTenng ;  then  T  thunncl  yuu, 
for  1  knew  you  lovd  her,  »uw  1  meet  you  without 
fear,  and  speak  of  her  without  remorse.  She  might 
be  innpir^nl  only  through  hi*r  own  genius  and  her 
own  huurt,  but  Gud  cntated  l>uU),  und  il  t»  iw  great 
matter  to  believe  tlial  her«  she  did  enjoy  commu- 
nion with  the  bles^d.  Good  ai>d  gentle  creatures 
of  earth  are  never  so  liappy  a«  when  they  watch 
over  the  bubbling*  of  infant  Uwught,  «tmggling 
iDto  goodness.  If  there  be  pure  innocent  one« 
among u»,  are  they  not  such  nurslings  fur  spirits? 

"  At  niuct4vn  ycftn  of  age  sht)  ia  one  of  tliem- 
sclve*:  Twc-lUirds  of  mca'stempiationa  and  tor- 
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rows  she  has  not  cwn  known.  Site  had  an  a9«urence 
given  to  verj*  few,  a  faith  Uint  must  liave  bound 
deati)  in  his  furious  strength  ! 

"  \Mio  timt  ouuld  jinrchase  her  pr«3«nt  joytt  with 
ten  times  more  tliun  die  haif  sufTentl  would 
hesitate  to  pay  the  price?  AwJ  her  onleal  is  past. 
We  iiioum  for  her  deliverance,  for  her  bliss,  if  we 
mourn  her,  Murtnl  pains  nnd  danger*  boconic  our 
sweetest  and  most  treasured  remembranccB  even 
upon  earth ;  if  they  have  been  borne  for  worthy 
causes,  elic  lia^i  nothing  of  grief,  of  fear,  but  suclt 
treasure  of  thought. 

"  To  us  the  senseless  ashes  they  cast  into  the 
Suine  un^  the  only  type  leituf  her  eorrowe.  Of  her 
true  glory  remain  the  welfare  of  her  country,  the 
unceasing  discomfiture  of  its  fot-s,  her  name,  which 
still  sliail  he  tlieir  terror,  her  prophecies,  which  ore 
yet  to  be  fulfilled  in  th«ir  ruin.  Weep,  fur  that  is 
Nature,  pray,  but  not  hopelessly,  and  she  may  now 
be  an  ioter^wssur  for  your  prayers.  Live  worthy  of 
her,  and  rejoin  her !" 
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Jb*nsr  wtw  dead.  But  the  history  of  her  tnia 
gloty  does  not  end  with  her  life  ;  thi"  Puoelle  of 
Orleans  in  Prance,  t)ie  tloiin  of  Arc  in  Bngli-vli 
speech,  proved  Uic  greiiluws  of  her  deeds  hy  their 
lasting  effect,  the  truth  of  her  prophecy  when  she 
was  nn  longer  left  to  accomplish  it.  A  word  of 
ourwIveR  wtio  wore  dear  to  ln-r,  of  llie  nation  whose 
cause  she  lored  wrll  enough  to  pertsh  for  it  rather 
than  compromise  it  by  a  word. 
•"Tho  hermit  of  Oreux  I  never  saw  aftenrards, 
but  Rtiwrts  havi*  Iwl  in*-  to  believe  that  he  lived 
many  year;,  long  enough  to  itec  much  of  her  pro* 
phecies  realited.  When,  after  many  days,  I  be- 
came irahti  enough  to  think  of  the  future,  I  sought 
Inniban]  lif.  la  Pierre.  His  words  and  exhortations 
confirmed  those  of  the  Itermit,  but  werv  mingled 
with  more  cuniideration  for  niy  weakness.  Ray- 
mond (le  Mtify  I  Miw  once ;  the  trustMl  attendant 
with  whom  I  had  hixcn  u«od  to  oommunicete  tokl 
rae  that  for  snmo  time  after  the  death  of  Jeanne, 
which  his  matiter  had  wilneRsed,  he  had  rcfuMtl 
food  until  it  hnd  been  forced  upon  him,  hut  that 
afl«r  an  oflbii  he  liad  become  more  ■U>rn  and  con- 
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GMitniUsI  than  ever.  He  wftpt  when  he  spolcp  with 
me,  but  lie  set^mej  ratti«'  displutord  (hui  relieved 
at  io  venting  his  r«eiiugs.  [t  wae  not  long  »fter 
tliat  by  the  pmce  of  Am*,  wtiich  realored  ihe  allo- 
giauce  of  ti>e  Ouke  of  Burgundy  tu  hi*  rightful 
tovwreign,  be  wa»  at  liberty  to  enlist  under  thn 
bmnnrr*  of  Cliarli'^  UteScwnUtfUiid  aid  iu  avenging 
tlie  cause  of  Jeanne. 

Sly  stepti  n-erc  towaidB  the  vailey  in  which  w« 
both  were  burn.  Scarcely  more  tltau  a  stri|)ling, 
1  had  passed  with  her  tlmmgh  a  long  life  of  events, 
aixl,  nitv  hcitijv  ^ni.-,  I  bttdv  odi^ni  fur  ever  to  tin 
■trifv  of  exitWnce.  I  repaired  lir«t  to  my  motlier, 
w)bu  lamented  over  my  altered  appeamnce,  yet 
drowned  all  sorrows  in  the  di>ltgtit  of  my  rotum. 
,  To  her  i  t-onld  devoto  Uk-  reinaiDder  of  my  Ufe  as 
long  as  she  should  remain  (o  init.  Ttiis  was  mji 
tmoive,  and  I  kept  it  faithfully.  ■> 

But  I>oinn<my  [  1  have  ]miuw(1  Jn  my  story  as  I 
in  my  going  thither,  y<!t  i»i>t  long.  I  droadcd 
lie  renewal  of  Mrrow,  for  what  1  luul  uln-ady  borne 
liad  mtlwr  rnt.-rvutod  tlian  hardened  me ;  I  liad  no 
consolation  to  ufier  more  than  that,  which,  though 
it  ftometintei  oomforted  Rio  nuw,  1  had  ratlwr  con- 
nderud  cruel  than  kind  when  i  t>eard  it.  1  had 
kept  my  wot\l,  and  folluwinl  her  to  lhi>  la^t,  and  Uits 
waA  my  only  fortitti(h>.  But  oiui  Itat)  prevented  me. 
Jvaui  Pu>K)ui>rel,  who  had  been  at  Compi^gne  when 
she  wax  taken,  and  who  knew  that  his  jiresenoe 
at  Rouen  wiiuld  not  only  suliitTl  hiiniclf  to  ttie 
Minpfal«>  but  would  lead  to  anything  but  an  alls* 
viation  of  her  own,  went,  as  suuu  »s  he  had  done  hie 
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errand  to  the  kin^,  whither  ha  was  sure  JeotinB 
heraelf  wotilH  havewnt  him. 

iMhvl'a  pious  fuiil  <l)!tciplii»e<l  mind  he  gently 
pnpared  for  all  it  hud  to  bear,  und  Catliunne, 
dooblj  <lear  to  bcr  ntnther,  bore,  too,  for  her  soke, 
at  Vauoouleim  was  wisely  and  Bl«mly  occu- 
hy  Uobert  lUi  Baudrioourt.  Pivm  hiid  »y\ti- 
paUiy,  and  the  wisdom  of  consolation  which  tnw 
qnnputtiy  affords,  to  receive  from  Mane  de  la  MpU- 
braye.  Tim  alTitctionatc-  Durand  I..<Lxart  lia<l  half 
met  this  «orrww  when  be  partod  from  bar  at 
Rl»)ims:  the  iii>.tinct  of  bis  kindness  taught  him 
that  she  waa  a  kacritice  ;  he  mourned,  but  be  knew 
iniich  of  her  tJUKt,  and  tut  tniiitod  in  it  also. 

But  th<^ru  were  two  on  whom  the  blow  fvll  full. 
Jncquee  d'Arc  was  not  lullen,  be  did  not  refuse 
to  H{)eak  or  to  wrep,  hut  his  joy,  bb  f;lory,  tlie 
boaal  of  hi»  lilu,  was  goau.  Day  afWr  day  lie 
wax<nl  visibly  oldor  and  wvukitr,  and  Jauiue- 
Intn  who  watched  bim  eliarvd  in  all  liia  suhtnis- 
sive  but  uncontrollable  grief.  Jeaonette,  Juon- 
aett«,  wuK  Uie  only  thought  of  either,  as  it 
IhuI  bfwn  almoit  tjieii-  wily  word  nnce  the  first 
news  tliey  bad  received  from  Orkiuiii.  Jacque* 
Bliewed  me  tli*  paper  which  I  Itui  writteOt  and 
which  be  now  kept  near  bifi  licart,  and  eomatiiBM 
thanked  Heaven  Uuit  he  bad  so  ielt  to  Mass  bn^ 
ilkd  Dometinies  accused  himself  that  lie  tiad  sent 
forth  a  daughter  to  such  a  £nt«.  "  What  was  all 
Fmneo  to  her?  "  be  would  ask.  At  last  Iw  innk 
not  again  to  rin,  and  Jocquemin  was  laid  bosiiln 
liim. 


m 
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Jean  Pasquere!  (iml  I  dW  not  lenrc  the  widowoS 
Isabel  and  lier  dauglitur  to  bniod  owr  their  fate, 
and,  perhaps,  to  follow  it.  The  itihahitnntx  of  Or> 
kan*  hsilod,  an  llwir  great  joy,  the  opportunity  of 
rpc^iving  and  comforting  llw»(>  dvar  ntliM  of  thrfr 
deliverer.  Thither  we  accompanied  tiiem,  and 
tbeiv  diviTt^d  th(>ir  grief  by  pointing  out '  tfm 
aCenos  of  Jcannett^^^'s  triumph. 

The  clergy  in  the  pay  and  putronug^  of  the 
English  continncd  and  aggravated  the  elanders 
which  Uii;  urti<:lc3  had  spntad,  but  they  could 
not  change  the  ofanionf  of  men.  AU  who  hod 
taken  part  in  her  trial  were  pointed  at  and  avoided 
in  the  etreets.  Pierre  (Jauchon  was  bo  baunttsi 
by  a  sense  of  danger  that  lie  toliciti'd  and  re- 
ceived justificatory  letters  fmin  thv  English  council 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  taking  upon  that  poor 
youth's  h<>ad  the  awful  rrapoDsibitity  of  the  Bishop's 
deeils. 

Let  history  speak  of  the  poor  parody  which  tlio 
Knglikh  uffV-rcd  in  crowning  Uicir  infant  ni'Mmrcb  in 
Paris,  when  the  rabble,  Uic  only  allies  who  from 
the  time  of  John  the  Bad  had  remained  firm  U)  the 
Burguniltan  faction,  bound  to  it  by  tlu-  licpnvc  whtcli 
tyranny  must  give  lo  the  vik-.  usurped  llw  place  of 
the  English  Barons  at  the  banquet,  and  celebrated 
the  day  by  a  feast  of  brutal  anarchy  in  thv  palace 
of  the  king.  History  has  more  to  tell;  for  onofr, 
great  retributions  must  be  written  in  its  page*; 
tlie  displacing  of  IjB  Tremouille  by  the  qUfwn's 
brother,  tlie  restoration  of  Kit^htmiont  to  the  eer- 
viee  of  hi«  king,  Uiv  taking  of  Paris  by  the  army 
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of  the  constable  and  John  of  Orleans,  their  forces 
entering  it  as  a  peaceful  procesaion  of  fellow- 
citiieos. 

All  these  things  happened  ere  yet  the  fall  of  the 
maiden  had  ceased  to  be  the  conversation  of  men. 
The  strength  she  had  given  to  France  was  not  ex- 
pended for  many  years  after. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  1449,  Charles  VII. 
and  John  of  Orleans,  then  Count  »f  I>unoi.i  and 
I>ingueville,  and  Grand  Chamberlain  of  France, 
legitimated  as  of  the  royal  blood,  anrl  graced  with 
the  titles  of  the  \'Jctarioua  and  tlie  Trii^mphant, 
occupied  the  p^ace  of  Roui^.  Talbot  wai  tLeix 
prisoner,  as  a  tuMtage  for  trre  delivf^ry  of  almo.t  the 
last  towns  the  English  hM  in  Sormanrly,  jiod 
none  held  ont  itr  them  in  a  lev  m^^UK  [T'Xa  UaA 
day. 

"  Onr  gtKid  people  have  received  at  /^-y'^ig&f  %- 
day,  Dunois,"  fail  th*;  king. 

"  8ucb  is  their  Loyalty  tui-w,  rir^,  '.r,rx^.tj-:t 
France,"  xai  the  Cf.unt'a  rf^ly,  "^  tha;  'j^  .-=s*:r»- 
tiaa  of  yoar  rij^.tnil  HiAt^.ntj,  ary:  Vjc  ir^xj^i^^s* 
of  your  £t**,  tu^  tf*-.  Uj  tJt  »  'i=a.r*nrijs  irxs.  -^ 
preuriD  an>i  a  I'rAufn  Ut  Ujt  e^^j/irji  .i  v.^Ji.  ^j^ 
tice." 

'"  Ay,"  r*t^/rjwi  Uf.  u^xAt::.,  ^  ■■*  aas*  rjJi  sr/m 

stRft-s."" 
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"ItlnugHitMltodellUIiur  Id  our  public  enhy 
lo-d^/'  ooDtiiniaiL  Ghade«,  "  ituil  L  nrSpcU^),  tou, 
ou  the  tim«  whence  thi«  might  be  dated.  It  waa 
she  whom  tliey  sacril)i.-«ii  in  tlii*  vury  city,  yoiwier 
1  beliere  tha  «\>otf  tliat.  tigbtiug  only  fur  peace  and 
right,  tuuglit  ua  all,  wlien  we  iui|;bt,  ta  apara 
ruLher  tiian  lu  s\&y,  anJ  they  put  her  to  tWth  oa 
the  piva  of  i-nielty  as  well  heresy !" 

"  They  revolted  meti'a  niindii  by  the  very  act  by 
which  tliey  hoped  to  gain  thum,"  iwpiied  DunoU. 

*'  Had  1  but  been  king  tiieu  as  I  am  now  !"  ex> 
claimed  tiia  mooarcb.  "  All  tlie  reparatioa  I  mn 
make  i»  to  win  from  Rome  the  tiit^us  of  ruver- 
niig  the  seatence  of  iier  dishonour,  to  erect  liere, 
u  they  hare  done  at  Orleans,  a  cross  to  her  iiniuu, 
to  do  all  that  teochea  lu,  wheo  all  is  dooe,  liuw  im- 
potent  we  are  to  cancel  ovil  or  repair  it." 

"  The  niler  of  events  has  worked  his  own.  great 
n;tnbiiti()[i,»iro,  in  giving  yoa  buck  your  kii^ora," 
obwTved  the  Ckaint. 

■'  Nor  that  o»ly,"  replied  Charles;  "  La  Tre- 
mouille  whk  Ikt  vcivmy,  ami  iitark  Ih>w  he  has  pro- 
Bperwi  I  Danger,  and  dUgrac«,  and  tK^levt,  are  all 
tliat  hi»  wiles  can  boast  of  winning ;  ami  de  Flavy, 
who,  if  he  did  out  betray  hor  ut  Conifu^gne,  whtcb 
1  can  scarrely  bring  myself  to  discredit,  murdered 
at  the  instigation  of  hia  own  wife  !" 

"  The  number  h  not  yet  «uninteil  up,"  reintrkod 
l>unois.  "  De  Rays  was  one  of  her  8ubtleEt  and 
aioctt  treacherous  opjfonents,  and  he  was  condeniwd 
for  sorceries  and  murders  to  horrible,  that  his  exe- 
cution seemed  an  injustice  for  its  want  of  severity  j 
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and    Bedford  died  in  this  very  city,  in  thin  very 
palace,  whence  he  might  see  the  late  of  hit  vie- 

"  When  the  thought  must  have  hoen  with  him 
in  his  death  hour,  or  why  have  1  not  been  uhlu  Lu 
rid  myself  of  it  ever  since  I  have  been  liere  ?"  a»lwd 
Charles;  "  it  saddens  tiie  most  glorious,  lx;cau«e 
the  moat  peaceful  triumph  of  my  reign  j  aiid  my 
poor  mother,  from  whom  all  thin  sprang,  may  i  Lea- 
ven pardon  her  soul !  and  Pierre  Cautlw/H,  «1k' 
never  received  the  price  for  whicli  h«  koI'J  liiutvM', 
the  archbishopric  of  this  proviDce*  ^  di«d  «ui- 
denly  !" 

'*  And  strangely,  as  they  say,"  rtmuutk^  ifauMx  ; 
"  while  one  wits  trimming  his  beard  and  ixiit,  Iw 
stopped  him  suddenly  ae  ttie  ftsilow  Bp</kt;  'A  xi/te 
Earl  of  Warwick,  who  some  tiioe  iMun  liixii  ^j*f^— 
ay,  he  too  in  the  cartle  of  tiiis  v»;ry  Uj*u.  At  tim* 
■noment  there  was  gr«it  laugt:b>rr  wiuivut,  wuiuL 
much  diepl«aM^  him.  '  It  i*  W^trtent  il  it 
Warwick!'  he  extlaiioed,  surf  i»b}»»o,  uuc  wwt 
gone." 

**  And  Xitnv  were  xi^  mais  ru^tfuui'mv    \M 
death,  and  wjtu^  l<j^eUM-f  ii>  it/    atuu    '^^a 
muEiiig.      -'  \K'i    <i-j    u'A  w*  a~    '.la**-    Vsu-- 
enactc  of  _TUtSi';»:,  t-jf  wi;  iui<jw  ii^/.    ■-:•'    ics^'-m'    ijt 
meii.  ti'jt  t^f::.  o-jr  '/»:.,  vjl  vjti^.aipa    tiL.-    >,:Mtoe« 

for  tij^iwr  •-!«•.  li,-*  jfy-j*-,  icr;  *".  uf  'iir^    y 
dntae^     J  w,i.  rftj,»i;  \-jt  %  vjuauHmttvi.   '.» -jh- 

praub  sutn  m  iuimo,  vwc  uarfiiv  ':«»» .     '2 
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jurtj«>  for  her  memory,  bat  I  hope  I  shall  do,  tlmt 
I  havn  Aono,  more  for  her  nakt;,  ami  that  aha  evea 
DOW  may  witntwe.  i  -Uol 

*•  She  has  taught  me  mercy,  and  the  ju^ticr  iind 
security  that  1  owe  my  subjects;  alie  has  taught 
mfl  to  love  peucp,to  *tn[)  th«  shining  raga  from  the 
idol  uf  t'aWg)oTy,and  to  knows  king  if  a  crowned 
oturilcrcr  who  unahentha  tite  ^vord  for  any  cause 
lew  Hicn>d  tlmn  the  dttrvnM)  of  hi*  country  at  iOt 
grnat  need.  In  th«  hlc^^iiigs  of  pcaco  to  Franco  I 
will  ulrive  to  n-pay  tho  debt  I  ow«  her.  The  Db»- 
phin  ii  not,  Dunojs,  nbat  a  father  in  his  partially 
can  praise,  but  I  have  taught  him  to  rcworo  pciwe. 
hiiUvidual  cruelty  or  injufltire  In?  may  omumit.  but 
the  gn&t  mass  of  hni  people  will  bo  sacuro.  '£4)11- 
gion  and  the  artja,  that  imiko  mun  of  savages,  noed 
only  tranquillity  to  ensura  their  dominion,  and  tIte 
niilhofu  of  my  people  will  he.  happy  in  thtu]. 
Y«fti  (he  legacy  of  Ji'anno  to  PnuHw^trfaicb'I  will 
pay  for  her,  be  Peace,"         ""'     "  "       ■  ■■!  in  uai 

Wa  know  tliat  C^iinrUtH  ha^i  kept  hi«i  wonl.  <'< 

Two  other  things  have  we  wituHMud  :  the  civil 
dtawn^ons  which  shake  the  tlirone  of  Henry  iu 
fin^and,  osif  to  nhanie  tin-  ]w))i<-y  of  h'm  councillors, 
baaed  in  unju»t  blootUhcdding—thc  dcaUi  of  Talbot 
at  Castillon,  which  assured  Ciutenne  for  ever  to  the 
French  dominion. 

Pa«s  once  more  fvvan  jvars,  and  look  at  Orlcoiu 
in  the  autumn  of  14M3.  <>•« 

WeBtand  again  before  the  Tourellea  of  tiie  bridg»i 
and  on  the  bridge  itself  wn  beliold  a  monument 
erected  to  ttie  honour  of  tlio  maideu  by  tlta  afbc- 
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tionata  citit«nst  siul  to  •ohKribe  to  which  their 
vivnf  d«vat«d  flveti  tlie  vauities  oi  their  drvM ;  wu 
look  ta  th«  east  towards  the  Isle  aux  Boeuis — it  ia 
the  property  of  her  lirotlivr,  Um  Clievalier  Pierre 
du  L}-8,  given  to  him  by  Ch&rlra,  Diike  of  Orleans, 
long  since,  on  his  return  from  eaptiWty  in  England. 
Yonder  in  the  Muburb,  wli(.>re  no  tntoe  of  U>e  uege 
of  14!i8  can  bo  aeen,  is  his  bouse,  whvro  he  and 
Marie  de  la  Meilleruye  still  live,  the  honoured  pa- 
rents of  riifeciioiiut^)  children,  liook  furtlier  up  the 
river  to  Che^y,  where  eho  landeil,  thnt  i;  the  uutle 
Btill  of  Ouy  de  (^ailly,  her  first  host  there  who 
watched  hf'r  prayer  in  tiiv  buttU>-lield,  and  whom 
Charles  VII.  ttad  well  remembered  for  her  wka; 
hi*  family  it  ftiton  tn  be  allied  by  marriage  with 
that  of  )ier  brothor,  and  tlin  dty  uf  Orleaoa  is  to  b» 
the  treasurer  of  (he  marriege  feast. 

If  ytiu  wuuld  jiaMt  into  the  town  not  an  inhabi- 
tant but  will  gladly  stay  hia  biitiiiess  to  talk  with 
you  of  her.  Many  hare  boen  witii««Re!i  in  Uw  yao- 
oess  of  revifinn  which  declared  Iter  innocent,  and 
decriHil  liigh  hutioiirx  to  hi^r  memory,  among  them 
Charlotte,  now  a  married  woman,  Charlolti:  Havet, 
tbe  daug)it4!r  uf  Jactjuee  Itoucher  and  his  good 
wift  i  and  in  tiw  Ru>^  Plat  d'l-jfaun  you  would  find 
the  son  of  Maltre  Jean,  the  gunner,  who  now  may, 
an  hl«  father  preilicted  of  him,  boast  of  tti«  aim 
which  did  «o  mu«h  for  hix  fellow-townsmen  and  Ikit 
country  i  and,  at  tlic  door  of  a  good  house  in  th« 

iUue  des  l^touraux,  spinning  as  shu  would  have 
done  at  l>omniny.  and  talking  to  her  ndghboim 
and  one  or  two  of  b«r  gtaiidohildrvD,  you  may  pro- 
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hMj  Bee  Isabd  Rotn^,  who.  banng  with  lier  two 
sons  pnMoeuted  the  suit  at  Koueii  and  at  Pari»  for 
the  restitution  of  tier  illuslTiout  dnughterN  fame, 
nmy  oow  talk  of  ber  all  tlie  day  long  to  willtng 
listviivn,  und  be  tbaiikc<]  for  the  garruUty  of 
age. 

iSooMtinKe  1  and  other  wanderers  bring  to  her 
Bewii  of  Jean,  now  provost  of  V'aiKoul«urs,  of  Ber> 
tnind  da  Pouleogy,  and  Jcait  dc  Nordompont,  whu, 
living  honoured  in  their  oM  neighbourhood,  make 
it  Ux'ir  cliittf  boa^t  that  they  accompanied  and 
cheered  tlit-  maiden,  trusting  )i«r  fuUy  when  other 
hearts  were  cold  and  faithless;  and  of  Durand 
Loxort  nnd  bix  wifo,  still  ha])py  and  honourt-d  by  a 
numerous  progeny  in  tlie  ^mlluy  of  thv  Meuse,  and 
finding  a  icserohlance  to  .Teaanett«  in  every  actjon 
and  look  of  tlteir  children,  ojt  doe»  I.iabvl  in  her 
descvndaiits. 

But  we  need  not  enter  the  prosperous  and  well- 
guverntrd  town  for  i^vidcnces  of  tranquil  blessing. 
The  woods  of  Sologne  rest  undisturhud,  s»ve  by 
tlirt  axe  of  the  woodman  collecting  fuel ;  Uie  rich 
corii'fivlds  and  vineyards  of  Beauce  wear  their 
clothing  of  green  luid  gold  ns  though  no  hostile  foot 
Imd  evt^r  liuddt>n  them ;  and  on  tlie  unconscious 
boeom  of  tlw  boii«,  where  anned  men  passed  ud 
repasfted  in  their  boats  to  battle  and  to  death,  the 
large  lazy  bargvs  float  tramjuiUy,  laden  with  tlir 
riches  of  agriculture  and  of  cuInlnl'^^c.  And  here, 
on  itA  banks,  1,  sometimes  erring  from  ray  cell,  re- 
pose an  idler  in  the  autumn  sun,  tjracii^  the  scenes 
1  Ikave  beheld  filled  with  strife,  letting  n  tear  Sow 
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if  her  memory  calls  it  up,  or  checking  it  onlj  by 
the  smiling  hope  that  I  shall  meet  her  again ;  and, 
when  I  think  of  what  hfis  been,  and  compare  it 
with  her  peace,  and  that  of  the  land  she  loved, 
blessing  God  I 


THE  END. 
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